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‘Education’s pretty simple. ... You have to put time in, everybody’s got to work hard, 
and you can’t accept any nonsense. It’s draining, but that’s education.’ 


































Nativity Prep School principal Alfred Hicks, News, page 14 


news 


Editorial 


South Africa confronts its past. @ 





Loosely speaking 
Boston restaurants’ blowout, Orlando Hernandez pitches 
his story, and more. 6 


Welcome to the Boston Phoenix’s first-ever Best issue. At 440 pages, it’s the Barnicte blocks that salitiiass Cats gets celebrity sympathy, 
largest Phoenix ever, and one of the largest weekly newspapers of all time. and the mayor's report card. Plus, five postmodern fears. 8 
What’s in this issue? Simply put, a recognition of all the great people and 
things that make Boston our home. To paraphrase Walt Whitman, Boston 
contains multitudes — it’s not just a single place, but a collection of cities 
and towns, each with its own culture, history, and language. Within every 






























Local heroes 
The Phoenix salutes six organizations whose group efforts 
are helping to make the city a better place. 14 


neighborhood of Greater Boston there are hundreds of “bests”: quiet little Saving schools by Yvonne Abraham 
spots that even Emerson would find ideal for contemplation; vibrant centers Making education work can require radical steps 
that rival any for their bustle, commerce, and visual riot; tiny shops that have Here are five suggestions. 32 





persevered since James Michael Curley ruled this fair metropolis; and 
hundreds of thousands of individuals. Paying tribute to them all is no small 
endeavor. 

In addition to our award-winning mix of news, styles, and arts, there are six 


Plus 


Letters, Phoenix Flashbacks, and more. 


sections that cover Boston’s Best — Food & Drink, Arts & Entertainment, . 
City Life, Shopping, Romance, and Outdoors — plus a special supplement in styles 
devoted to the 15th anniversary of WFNX, “Boston’s real alternative.” 

Within each Best section you'll find editors’ and readers’ choices. Skate City, USA, page 4 
Throughout September we asked our readers what they loved about this ; ; a me 

3 ‘ : f ay : : 3 According to Thrasher magazine, Boston is the best city in America for 

not-inconsiderable corner of paradise. Given the city’s almost infinite riches, skateboarding. Geoffrey Kula documents the spots and personalities 
these were choices only they could make — the best new restaurant, the best that help make this cold, crowded Northeastern city so rad. 


place to go running, the best bookstore, and on and on. To increase our 


readers’ say, we asked them to name two winners in each category: one Also: In “Out There,” Clea Simon still flosses because of a boyfriend 


she can barely remember; in “Dining Out,” Stephen Heuser devours 


north of the Charles and one south of the Charles. We believed this was the lia i i +H. in “Uncorked.” David Marcli 

i aaa hele saichaie aaek es cia ih the salsa at Olé Mexican Grill; in “Uncorked,” David Marglin finds 
only way to begin to exp nbn oston Ss variety, it worked — more than some great Argentine wine bargains. Plus, the Straight Dope, the city’s 
200 winners were selected in all. best Dining Guide, and more. 


With our readers in charge of making the tough decisions, our editors got 
to have some fun. If you want to discover “the best place to find those lime- 
green-checked tights you thought you’d lost in 1984,” you have only to look 
in the Shopping section. Curious about “the best place to be mistaken for a 
rock star”? It’s in Arts & Entertainment. How about “the best café to find 
out who your neighbors are sleeping with”? There’s only one, and we write 
about it in the Food & Drink section. There are more than 300 editors’ 
choices, so that’s a lot to enjoy. 

This is the Phoenix’s Best issue. It was the product of a lot of work, both 
ours and yours. We hope you enjoy it. 






in arts 


Stardust memories, page 8 








Velvet Goldmine stirs up the glam past: 
director Todd Haynes (Poison) gets Ziggy in his rock-critical 
take on the era of Bowie and all the young dudes. 







Also: Josh Kun looks at the Boston Jewish Film Festival; Carolyn Clay 
reviews August Wilson’s Jitney; Kun also gets with the Asian techno 
scene; and Lloyd Schwartz gets a bang out of the BSO’s Mahler. 






— Leighton Klein 





COVER ILLUSTRATION BY BOB MALONEY 








INDOOR PARKING AVAILABLE 
24 HOUR LOGAN SHUTTLE 


and for a little extra... 
FULL INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
DETAILING & OIL CHANGE 


 aatiloa! Maange eet Call Thrifty for your next Rental at: 
r te at be a www.thrifty.com. (781 ) 2 89-0002 


Thrifty features quality products of the Chrysler Corporation and other fine cars. A licensee of the Thrifty Rent-A-Car System, Inc. 
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EDITORIAL 





| South Africa confronts its 


The truth commission 


NE OF HISTORY'S sadder chapters 

closed last week. The South African 

Commission on Truth and 
Reconciliation released its report, an 


| unsparing examination of the political 


violence that enforced racial segregation in 
that country. It is a 3500- 


| plus-page compendium of 


stomach-churning human- 
rights abuses. 
Yet the report, compiled 


| under the leadership of 

| Nobel Peace Prize winner 
| Bishop Desmond Tutu, is 
| also inspiring. We have 

| entered a time when 


nations — Germany, 


| Japan, Russia, Chile, 
| Argentina, and others — 


are beginning to confront 

their roles in the 

totalitarian century. 

Repression, as Czech dissident-turned- 
playwright Vaclav Havel has written, 
cannot exist without lies. The South 
African report, produced by a nation that 


| is still deeply divided, is a celebration of 


the power of truth. 
It is hard to imagine a nation’s 


| producing an official report that is so 


} 
ILLUSTRATION BY TONY MILLIONAIRE 


LETTERS 


We welcome responses from our readers. 
Letters should be typed (double-spaced) if 


| possible, and must include the writer's name, 
| address, and a telephone number where he or 
| she can be reached during business hours for 





| verification. The writer's name and position 


or town will be published, but these may be 


withheld for good reason. 


Letters may be mailed to the Boston 
Phoenix, 126 Brookline Avenue, Boston, MA 
12215; faxed to (617) 859-8201; or 
e-mailed to letters@phx.com or to staff writ- 
ers’ e-mail addresses (e-mailed letters must 


include a telephone number for verification 


and a hometown). All letters are subject to 
editing for considerations of space, fairness, 


| and clarity. 


“TAKE A STAND 


I just finished reading Michael Crowley's 


| article “There Is a Difference” [News, Octo- 


ber 30]. 

Thank God somebody has finally put into 
black and white the underlying theme be- 
hind cach of these guys’ messages. A basic 
problem with Cellucci is his attitude of “stay 
the course and see how everything works 


out.” That's fine if you are watching a movic 


or natural disaster, but government requires 
individuals who will take a hands-on philos- 
ophy. Common sense dictates that making 
good use of the budget surplus will pay off 
in the long run. I am tired of materialistic 
taxpayers who want their tax dollars re- 


| turned so that they can blow their paltry re- 


funds on new wide-screen televisions with 
which they can numb their brains. If Celluc- 
ci “stays the course,” | fear Massachusctts 
will find itself back in the same mess it was 
in before the economy took off. 

Regardless, | laugh at those who belicve 
that one person, be it Cellucci or Harsh- 
barger, can actually have a direct impact on 
the economy. There are so many factors in- 
volved here that it boggles the mind and 
makes me glad I do not have to track this 
stuff for a living. 

Unfortunately, the only people who will 
probably read this story are regular Phoenix 


past 


damning, in so comprehensive a way, of its 

own recent past. For two decades, the 

South African state conducted a war on its 

people. It assassinated opponents, bombed 

buildings, and condemned dissidents to 

years of sadistic, dchumanizing torture. It 
even took its war 
beyond its borders 
when that suited its 
political ends. The 
report recounts in gory 
detail how far those in 
power were willing to 
go to maintain 
apartheid. 

The commission also 
confronted the evil 
done by apartheid’s 
enemies. Nelson 
Mandela’s African 
National Congress, 
once the opposition 

party and now in power, is blamed for 
assassinations, torture, and the death of 
innocent bystanders. Winnie Mandela, the 
president's former wife, is singled out for 
her infamous “Mandcla United Football 
Club,” a gang that enforced her will 
through violence and even murder. And 
the Inkatha Freedom Party of Chief 


readers who were probably gonna vote for 
Harshbarger anyway. Perhaps this will en- 
tice more of them to get off their butts, leave 
for work a few minutes carly, and make time 
for the voting booth! 
Dann Berkowitz 
Haverhill 


HIGH SIGN 


| was very impressed with “Smoke Sig- 
nals” [News, October 2], your well- 
researched pre—Freedom Rally coverage. 
However, this effort by NORML and other 
pot-legalization groups to shed their hippie 
images is more 
divisive than 
anything else. 
The more peo- 
ple who join 
together to 
fight against 
the war on 
marijuana, the 
better the 
chance to final- 
ly change the 
laws. The rally 
drew national 
attention 
largely because 
50,000 people attended, and | guarantee 
you that a mere fraction of those 50,000 at- 
tendees were wearing suits. 


MELISSA POTTER 


POT RALLY: will it help? 





Steve Bloom 
Scnior editor, High Times 
Via the Internet 


DEADLY IMAGES 

“Deadly Diets” [News, October 16] was 
well written and well researched. | don’t 
think adults understand how pervasive and 
insidious eating disorders are and how they 
can ruin a young girl's life. The earlier these 
girls get help, and a reality check, the better. 

| used to be a teacher, and I saw all that 
you mentioncd. | also have a dear fricnd 
who is still struggling with bulimia at the age 
of 29. She started developing the disease 
when she was only 10. I think people in this 


Mangosuthu Buthelezi (who received an 
honorary doctorate from Boston 
University in 1986) is implicated in abuses 
that include cooperating with the state 
security forces to assassinate common 
enemies. 

All of the country’s major political 
parties have distanced themselves from the 
report. But this report was not written for 
them. It was written for the victims, for the 
men and women who died in prison or 
who didn’t even make it that far. It was 
written for the families who might 
otherwise never have known what 
happened to the ones they loved. It is the 
triumph of ideas over brute force, physical 
or political. 

In this divisive political season, it’s worth 
reflecting on how fortunate this country is. 
America has certainly not been spared the 
horrors of history — slavery, the Civil War, 
Vietnam. But we have a political system 
that has managed to avoid most of this 
century’s worst excesses. And that is 
because we have a people who, for the 
most part, are willing to confront the past, 
accept responsibility, and learn. iB 


What do you think? Send an e-mail to 
letters@phx.com. 


ROBERT PRIEST 


BARELY EATING: the problems start young. 





country are drugged by the images of “per- 
fection” we have thrown at us everywhere 
we look. How can a young, impressionable 
girl compete with all that? I’m an adult, and 
I have to remind myself that those maga- 
zines do not represent reality, but fantasy. 
Thank you for a wonderful picce of work. 
I hope people, especially parents, read it and 
talk to their daughters; maybe they could 
even save them. 
Lisa Angelone 
Newton 


| hope that many teachers and parents 
pay close attention to what you have writ- 
ten. As a woman who suffered from anorex- 
ia and bulimia from the time I was 12 till I 
was 39, I know that my own struggle would 
have been less severe and not as long if the 
adults in my life had been more knowlcdge- 
able about these insidious and often fatal 
disorders. It is never too carly to start 
teaching our young girls, and boys, about 
eating disorders. 

Early awareness is key, as is cffective 
treatment once disordered cating takcs hold. 
Wouldn't it be wonderful if we could help 
young children today Icarn to love who they 
arc on the inside, and not judge themsclvcs 
or each other by appearance? 

Thanks for bringing attcntion to this most 
crucial topic. 

Cindy J. Bitter 
Fairport, NY 
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special guest 
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NATALIE MER 
“OPHELIA” AV 


Orpheum Theatre 


DECEMBER 11 SOLD OUT! 
Saturday December 12 2.0 


Tickets $31*, $26* 
ON SALE SATURDAY 11AM 


Tickets available at the Orpheum Theatre Box Office, select Newbury Comics locations, and Strawberries in Framingham. “An additional convenience f v, 


i next (Hl 7 ’) aah E XT charge will be paid to and retained by ticket company on purchase at outlets or by phone. “Plus .50¢ Sports for Boston Youth & .50¢ restoration fee. 


& : : : ; : . 
Please note: date, time & ticket prices subject to change without notice. ENTERTAINMENT 





@ NOVEMBER 6, 1998 MEWS THE BOSTON PHOENIX 


WCC?! Witte 
4 SERIES 





THURSDAY NOVEMBER 5 
CD RELEASE PARTY 


TUESDAY NOVEMBER 17 
FROM AUSTRALIA - 
REUNION TOUR 


MEN AT 
WORK 


LETS GO BOWLING 
FRIDAY NOVEMBER 20 


PAT MCGEE 
HALL’S CORNER BAND 


FRIDAY NOVEMBER 27 


BELIZBEHA 


THURSDAY DECEMBER3 
FROM IRELAND 


GREAT 
BIG SEA 


FRIDAY DECEMBER 4 
2 SETS STARTING 
@ 8:00PM SHARP 


COMBUSTIBLE 
EDISON 


AFGHAN 
WHIGS 


SATURDAY NOVEMBER 7 
WAAF $1.07 SHOW 


VAST 
SKINGAME 


MONDAY NOVEMBER 9 


A SPECIAL ACOUSTIC EVENING 
WITH 


GLEN 
PHILLIP 


JOHN DOE or x 


STEVE POLTZ, 
PETE DROGE 


THURSDAY NOVEMBER 12 


tHe See 





TUESDAY DECEMBER 8 


GOLDEN SMOG 


FRIDAY DECEMBER 11 


Visit The Paradise Website at blackstone-presents.com 
Tickets are available at Box Office and select Newbury Comics and Strawberries in 
Framingham. Box Office open Mon-Sat. 3-6pm 
967 Commonwealth Ave., Boston Concert Line: 562-8804 Box Office: 562-6800 


Get Real Experience 
and Help Others. 


AmeriCorps* VISTA has 
thousands of positions 
available NOW. 


When you join AmeriCorps* VISTA, you’ll not 
only improve your resume—you'll improve the 
community you serve. 

As an AmeriCorps* VISTA member, you might 
help start a youth center, establish a job bank in a 
homeless shelter, set up a literacy project, or 
organize a domestic violence program... and the 
list goes on. 

In return, you'll get a living and relocation 
allowance, health care, money for school, and 
the satisfaction of helping others. 


Information Session, Thursday, November 12th 
@ 6:30pm, 10 Causeway St., RM 1008 

(North Station T stop), Boston, MA 

For more info. & to R.S.V.P. CALL 617-565-7005 
americorps.org 





Don't keep your 
old stuff locked up 
in storage. 


Get 
cash =. 
ee A 


Fidelity Investments planned to un- 
veil its Peter Lynch ad campaign at a 
big company party at the FleetCenter 


| on September 1. As if to underscore the 


point of the campaign — that no one 
can predict where the stock market will 


| go — the day before, the Dow plunged 


500 points. The party was canceled, but 
the ads linger on. In one set, legendary 
stock picker (and Fidelity trustee) 
Lynch plays the straight man, explain- 


| ing the basics of investing to Lily Tom- 


lin’s numskull investor. In another, 
Lynch play-acts with Don Rickles in a 
sketch along the same lines. 

While the message of the ad cam- 





| HERNANDEZ: 


LYNCH: pitchman. 





paign is sound — that investors 
should play for the long term — the 
medium is also the message. And the 
cynicism that impels Fidelity to play to 
the lowest common denominator — if 
they can make us laugh while we’re 
losing money, we'll just keep forking 
over the dough — is nothing but 
hucksterism. Ten years ago, such vul- 
gar notions would have had bow ties 
aflutter at the Union Club. But, then 
again, Ned Johnson’s Fidelity didn’t 
get to be the biggest mutual fund 
company in the world, managing al- 
most $700 billion, by being reticent. 
Still, this campaign, by Boston ad 
agency Hill, Holliday, Connors, Cos- 
mopulos, stinks all around. Tomlin’s 


| . . 
| talents are wasted in the sophomoric 


skits. Lynch’s TV shtick reminds us 
that stockbrokers are overheated sales- 
men. And Don Rickles’s cracking wise 
when serious people are seriously wor- 
ried about the market is bad theater 
and worse timing. Fetch the hook. 


Nothing to write 
home about 


Imagine the surprise on Morrissey 
Boulevard last 
weekend at being 
scooped by the 
New York Times 
on the news that 
Boston Globe 
writer Steve 
Fainaru was pen- 
ning a book 
about Yankees 
pitcher Orlando 
Hernandez. 
Fainaru, who met 


newsworthy. 


| “El Duque” when he covered Latin 
| America for the Globe, shrugs it off. 


He says he’d notified his employers 
and gotten permission to write about 


| the famed Cuban defector, who fled 
his homeland on a raft last December, 
| landed a $6.6 million baseball con- 

| tract, starred in the World Series, and, 


through the intervention of New 





York’s Cardinal John O’Connor, held 


Barbarians at the gate 


Elegantly wasted 


After providing three martinis at 
each of 11 restaurants, the martini 
taste-test contest recently sponsored 
by Grey Goose vodka was not really 
about which restaurant won but 
about which of the “celebrity judges” 
were left standing. At places includ- 
ing Biba, Mistral, Zinc, Top of the 
Hub, Ambrosia, Julien, and Mercury 
Bar, the traveling imbiber show rated 
a Dirty, a Cosmopolitan, and the 
house-special martini. Of the 24 
judges, some were standouts. Boston 
magazine publisher Tim Mont- 
gomery swore he would take it slow, 
but by the end of the night he was 
entertaining the crowd at Barbara 
Lynch's No, 9 Park. Chef Michael 
Schlow spent the evening regaling 
participants with tales of his soon-to- 
be-opened Financial District hot 
spot, Radius. Channel 56 reporters 

- met up briefly with the tour at Har- 
vey’s, although the cameraman’s re- 
quest to reshoot the judges leaving 
the restaurant and entering limos 
was met by drunken grumbling. By 
the end of the night, WFNX DJ 
Storm had to be carried off by his 


loosely speaking 


DEDICATED DRINKERS: a// 
the night’s revelers (above); 
Storm dials in. 


girlfriend. Up until then he had been calling in to the station on his cell phone 
to convey “live” broadcasts. Candy Ford, of Ford Model Management, rated 
drinks not only by taste but also by the attractiveness of those serving them. 
Mercury Bar’s Erick Papachristo was a favorite not only with Candy but with 
all the ladies. South End socialite Robin Babcock was heard to remark, “For- 


get the olive, I'll take that in my glass.” 


a post-Series reunion with his family, 
who were allowed by Castro to visit 
New York. Guess the Boston boys 
didn’t think it was newsworthy. 


Soiman’s avant-garde 
Those missing reporter Paul Solman 
on PBS’s influential news-show-for- 
merly-known-as-MacNeil- Lehrer will be 
interested to 
learn that the 
Brookline resi- 
dent (formerly 
known as the 
Real Paper edi- 
tor) has taken a 
six-month leave 
to go back to 
school. “After 
21 years doing 
this TV thing, I 
decided there 
was a lot I needed to learn,” said the 
author/Neiman fellow/B-school prof, 
now studying economics and other 
things at Harvard. And just in case stu- 
dent life revisited proved too easy, Sol- 
man took on a project to mount an art 
exhibit at Mercury Gallery, on Newbury 
Street, com- 
memorating 
the 60th an- 
niversary of 
the “Birth of 
the American 
Avant- 
Garde.” In 
1938, Sol- 
man’s father, 
the painter 
Joseph Sol- 
man, with 
: oe Mark 
wee Rothko and 
FATHER paints others, 


best. gained na- 


-_ “as 
SOLMAN: back 
to school. 


tional prominence as “The Ten” — 
artistic and political rebels against the 
grip then held on the art world by the 
likes of Thomas Hart Benson and 
Grant Wood. The project and its cata- 
logue became a painstaking labor of 
love and detail, resulting in the show’s 
opening December 12. 


Native intelligence 

For no good reason other than joie 
de vivre (and the means to indulge it), 
Deborah and Richard Babson, sib- 
ling scions of the family the college is 
named for (and the latter of whom is 
president of Babson- United Invest- 
ment Advisors), recently took about 
30 friends on a Sunday-afternoon 
Duck Tour with a twist. The guests 
were clad in black tie and gowns and 
feted at private champagne parties in 
the Back Bay before and after the 
tour. Riverboat revelers (“we certainly 
got a lot of double takes”) included 
master chef 
Jim 
Wurtzburger, 
BankBoston’s 
Bob Gertsen, 
and Hancock’s 
Deb 
Garrett... . 

The New 
York Times’ 
John Kifner, 
who still stands 
in many Bosto- 
nians’ minds as the best reporter to cov- 
er the tumultuous days of desegregation 
in the 1970s while he was bureau chief 
here (never mind being the most fun at 
local bars and house parties thereafter), 
just won the $25,000 John Chancellor 
Award for Excellence in Journalism. 
Kifner, 56, won for 30 years of foreign 
and domestic reporting at the Times. @ 


KIFNER: star 
reporter. 
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Tickets available 


4 








‘AVALON 


November 10 
7pm Doors / 8pm Show 18+ 


Be 


STUCK YOO 


a8 FRE ASP ANIM 








PeAeLeLeA-eD-eITeUend 


November 15 
7pm Doors/8pm Show 


buffalo 
tom 


with special guest 


MERCURY REV 
ra\ Val 50) 


November 12 
6pm Doors / 7pm Show 18+ 


WITH 
SPECIAL 
GUESTS 


unwr ~ ‘law 
. DALTONIE 





~AeLeLeAeDel-Us 


December x 
7pm Doors/8pm Show 


Palladium 261 Main St. Worcester,MA 508-797-9696 
Mass Pike to exit 10, Rte. 290 to exit 16 


har sJ5E4A 


CENTAUM 


ARENA AND CONVENTION COMPLEX 


e and_all Ticket 














with special guests 
Tiny Town 


featuring former members 


of The Subdudes 


AVALON 


Fri November 13 
6pm Doors / 7pm Show 21+ 


performance 


Theatre 


Friday 
Nov 13 7.30pm 


er locations. “Please note: date & time subject to chang 





with special guest 
hawn 


Mullins 


Orpheum Theatre! 
November 15 7.0m 


j | the jon spencer 
1) AU lepom ed. DhOhy 018) 





1997-1999 WORLD TOUR “IT’S A LITTLE SOUTH OF SANITY”. 


Saturday 
January 2 spm 


CALL FOR TICKETS zexeijasrer (617) 931-2000 


at Worcester Centrum Centre box o 


vithout notice 





ra\ Val ne) 


December 8 
8pm Doors /9pm Show 18+ 





| DAVE MCNAB 
| DAVEELLIS JEFF CHIMENTI 





BOB WEIR ROB WASSERMAN 


JAY LANE 
“=~ Alana Davis 


Orpheum Theatre 
November 23 2:309m 


All Palladium shows are all ages unless otherwise noted. Tickets also available at the Orpheum Theatre Box Office, select Newbury Comics Vv 
locations, & at all NEXT store locations. Avalon tickets available at Avalon night of show only. For more Palladium info call 508-797-9696. % { 
Please note: Dates & times subject to change without notice. 


E ENTERTAINMENT 
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METAPHORS 
Barnicle’s way 


For 25 years I attempted to offer 
readers a fastball, a slider, along 
with an occasional change of pace 
in an attempt to be a one-stop 
island on the supermarket that is 
a newspaper. 
— Mike Barnicle, in “My 
Way,” his farewell column in 
the Globe last week. 


[ wanted to be the steady, 
hard-working tugboat, 
crashing through the bay 
windows of upper-crust 
suburban apathy, arms 
akimbo, to shake up the 
readers’ lives and serve them 
back to them strained through 
ice with a splash of bitters. 
And my bartender’s apron 
might have been well-worn, a 
little frayed around the edges, 
but it was clean — washed 
clean with the sweat and tears 
of real people and faded by a 
quarter-century’s worth of 
sunlight up in the bleachers of 
old Fenway Park, where you 
could see real men playing a kid’s 
game, Yaz and Looie and, damn 
his eyes, Bob Gibson — if I had 
one game to pitch, I’d want Bob 
Gibson on the mound, that’s for 
damn sure — out where the grass 
looks greener, the way it does in 
the pastures where our memories 
graze, quick-footed, like a 
racehorse that finished up in the 
money, place or show if it didn’t 
ever get to be prom queen, and is 


REPORT CARD 


A month 
Th de Mut syallace, 


now set out in retirement, still 
alive, if forgotten, like Joey 
McGillicuddy, out on his stoop, 
his leg still aching from where he 
took a commie shell fragment in it 


on the frozen mud of Korea, in 
that distant shoving match of a 
war where the whole Red Army 
stood there like bullies in the 
school lunchroom, manning their 
tollbooth to scare Harry Truman 
from letting Doug MacArthur 
bulldoze on into the north, so that 
Joey was left to freeze there, and 
to watch his buddies die — Pablo 
Sanchez, Dwayne Jackson, Angus 
MacAllan, Marco Del’Angelo, a 


eat be 
. P can’ -. 
rainbow of all the colors of skin 


you could find in the candy box 
that is this great American 
melting pot, but they all bled the 
same, red, and when Joey got 
home and his leg healed 
enough, he started walking 
the beat on it, a good honest 
cop, and if the leg hurt — 
hurt like the hurt of the 
hangover you get after 
drinking because your wife 
has left you, the bitch, and 
run off with some Saab- 
driving accountant; only the 
hurt was in Joey’s leg and his 
heart, rather than his head 
and his heart — Joey just 
kept walking on it anyway, 
trying to keep this grand old 
city safe, safe from the drug- 
addled rioters of the 60s, 
who would spit on an honest 
old cop who gave his country 
so much, and from the drug- 
addled predators of the ’90s, 
who know death too but 
don’t know honor, not the 
kind of honor Joey knows. This is 
the story I wanted to tell. Even if 
I just made Joey up. I know more 
Joeys than you can imagine, you 
Puritan bluenoses. And those 
Joeys know more Joeys, and I 
know all their stories, and this is 
the thing I’ve been trying to tell 
you all these years. I wrote for 
the Joeys. Let them judge me. 
Not you. 


MEVER 
VOTED ! 


HERE... 


— Tom Scocca 


LIEVE You've 


I’A NOT SURE 
IL Fottow 
YOUR LoGiC 


THIS MODERN WORLD 


by Tom Tomorrow 


YOU HEARD ME! BY 
PAYING No ATTEN- 
TION WHATSOEVER 
To THE PROBLEMS oF 


WELL, SPARKY, 
IT BELIEVE MY 
UTTER APA- 
THY ACTUAL- 
LY HELPS To 


--1— You’RE Not PART oF THE 
PROBLEM, You'RE PART oF 
THE SOLUTION ! 


OF COURSE, I 
WOULDN'T EXPECT 
A CONFoRMIST 
LIKE YoU To UN- 
DERSTAND MY 
RADICAL WoRLD- 
view ! 


NOW IF You'Li Ex- 
CUSE ME, I'M GOING 
TO GO WATCH JERR 

SPRINGER ! , 


-11-98 + www.thismodernworkd. com 


Tom ToMoRRW® 1 


October didn’t start well for our city’s chief executive: the Dems had a big party and forgot to invite 
him. Then everybody (including us) started beating up on him about his staffing problems. But ah, 


that last-minute save. 


Menino finally appoints Asian-community activist Reverend Cheng 
Imm Tan as director of heralded Office of New Bostonians, a one- 
stop service center for immigrants announced back in January. 


Mayor makes nice with guv candidate Scott Harshbarger, taking 
him around Roslindale, posing for happy photos. 


Chief of staff David Passafaro leaves City Hall for real-estate 
company. Menino says no one could ever replace him. Then it 
comes out that Passafaro will continue to advise the mayor, for 
which Menino gets appearance-of-conflict heat. Menino installs 
chief operating officer Pat Harrington as acting chief of staff. 


Menino announces a $2 million plan to help homeless families 
and publicly scolds the state for its apparent disregard of their 


plight. 


BARNICLE ILLUSTRATION BY KEVIN BANKS; MENINO PHOTO BY MARK OSTOW 





— Yvonne Abraham 





THE SPIN 


A Menino gets rid of one personnel headache, 
emerges as more committed to the office. Scores bonus 
points for appointing woman to major post. 


BB- Menino as party loyalist, the kind of guy who’s 
willing to let bygones be bygones. Although it is 
pointed out repeatedly that his support is not as 
wholehearted as it could be. 


C-A whiff of compromise hangs over the whole affair. 


Menino’s quick appointment of Harrington averts 
further drawing of untoward conclusions. 


A+ Another brick in Menino-as-big-hearted- 
progressive-mayor legacy. He also protects himself — 
when welfare reform hits the fan, those homeless 
families are going to be on his streets. 


THE REAL WORLD 


Be Nice choice. But it sure took long enough. 


A= Harshbarger seems happy. Lots of city 
achievements shown off. Win-win. But by not 
falling prostrate before the Democrat, Menino’s 
covering himself if Cellucci wins. Win-win-win. 


BB - Passafaro was unlikely to abuse his position, 
but that’s not really the point. Menino pushes 
limits of public’s indulgence. 


AA+ Somebody’s gotta do something. The state 
continues to bury its head in its surplus. 















NOSMOUAHD Leas 


ee Dollyphobia 
With social change comes new fears. One of 


the most disconcerting is Dollyphobia, the fear 
of being cloned by Scotsmen. Some sufferers 
take their own cut hair home from the 
barbershop, others burn their toe- and 
fingernail clippings, and almost all refuse to 
wear plaid or eat haggis. Not to be confused 
with Daliphobia, the fear of buying a droopy wristwatch. 





Leophobia 
This affliction has changed over the years. Once a strictly 
zodiacal fear, it later became the fear of 










scientific-minded Renaissance 
painters and put in a brief stint as 
the fear of Ninja Turtles. This 









ay decade has recast it as a fear of 
shrieking adolescent girls. The only 
/] known cure is to subscribe to Tiger 
Beat magazine and write fan mail 
to Jonathan Taylor Thomas. 


& Trumaphobia SS ae 
In our postmodern era, the logical 


extension of paranoia is the fear that your life on s 










is actually a TV show. This fear manifests itself : 
in such varieties as Trebekaphobia (fear that ek, 
your life is a game show), Hulkaphobia (fear that 
your life is a professional wrestling show), 
Moeshaphobia (fear that your life is a UPN 
sitcom), and Brokaphobia (fear that your life is a 
the NBC Nightly News with Tom Brokaw). 

Scientists are working on a remote-control vaccine. 


© Xenaphobia 
Not to be confused with fear of foreigners, this malady is 


brought on by viewing too many low- 
budget TV shows set in the Middle Ages. 
The diluted form entails a fear of all USA 
original programming, stemming froma 
severe allergic reaction to seeing David 
Hasselhoff shirtless. Victims of pure 
Xenaphobia cease to enjoy watching 
mud-wrestling or listening to 
most Howard Stern episodes. 





5] Fabiophobia 


Shunned as a bogus disease by Madonna and 
Wynonna, this is the fear of having no last name. 
Side effects include fear of developing an 
impenetrable Italian accent, fear of finding 
your half-naked photo on the cover of smutty 
romance novels, and fear of enormous nipples. 

— Dan Tobin 





WORLD WATCH 
The cost of free trade 


Globalization & Human Rights sounds like a seminar course to stay far, far away from. It also 
just happens to be the unfortunate title of an engaging, thought-provoking hourlong documentary 
that will be shown on WGBX-TV (Channel 44) this Sunday, November 8, at 10 p.m. 

Hosted by veteran broadcast journalist Charlayne Hunter-Gault, G/obalization was produced 
by former Bostonians Danny (“News Dissector”) Schechter and Rory O’Connor, who head up 
Globalvision, a New York-based independent production firm. 

Featuring interview subjects including human-rights activist Desmond Tutu and international 
financier George Soros, the documentary looks at how the influence of multinational corporations 
has contributed to the economic collapse of South Africa's gold mines (a former hotbed of anti- 
apartheid activism), environmental devastation and military repression in Nigeria, and the 
financial crisis in Asian countries such as Indonesia and Thailand. “This is global trade without 
global law, without global democracy,” Ralph Nader tells Hunter-Gault. 

Isolationists such as Pat Buchanan and Ross Perot have been telling us for years that free 
trade hurts Americans. What's interesting about Globalization & Human Rights is that it offers the 
flip side of that argument — an essentially leftist critique that free trade is hurting the world’s poor 


as well. 
— Dan Kennedy 


See TJ, page 10 


5 ILLUSTRATIONS BY DARRYL KLUSKOWSKI 


























with special guest 
Unbelievable 



















dhl 
TSONGAS ARENA November 17 7:30pmi 


LOWELL* MASSACHUSETTS 











CALL FOR TICKETS 7exetyas7ven (617) 931-2000 


Tickets available at Tsongas Arena box offices and all Ticketmaster locations. 
© further information call the Tsongas Arena Event Line at N A 
978-848-6900. *Please note: dates & times subject to change without notice. ENTERTAINMENT 


MAMA KIN 
prea Kig NY LOY (OMT KU DD 


36 Lansdowne st. Be nm 617-536-2100 
Tix a jice/Ticketmaster 
pebet beat Ss LOCAL MUSIC 


“creas aoe” | vivian CVTTAIN 8 


JIM f CARROLL: 7 THE TEARDROPS 











































13 Lansdowne S?. 
Boston, 262-2437 


Thursday Nov 5 


CHROME 
& HOUSE CONNECTION 2 PARTY 
PRESENTS 


BAD BOY BILL & 
RICHARD HUMPTY VISSION 


10 PM ¢ 19+ /$12 © 214/$10 


(AUTHOR OF THE BASKETBALL DIARIES 
Sat, Nov. 14 $8 Adw/$10 DOS 9pm = THE NEW Y. 


CHRIS BARRON BAND IDINA MENZEL 


(OF SPIN DOCTORS) FRANCIS DUNNERY 


0 POSITIVE 






























































Friday Nov 6 ae 
SPINCY ELE) COREY GLOVER rll TL CA 
MEAT sar MANIFEST paired agg et 
JOSH WINK ones ogg gpm 
RICHARD FEARLESS Dencipn Sivlom + | ct Acetic Eytan with. 


8 PM «$12 © 18+ 
Saturday Nov 7 
ASIAN DUB 
FOUNDATION with 
FAITHLESS & ESTERO 


& DJ PUNK ROCK 
6 PM * $10 * 18+ 


Tuesday Nov 10 


CORNELIUS 
9 PM * 18+ /S8 


ROBERT FRIPP 


AN EVENING OF SPACE MUSIC (SOLO SOUNDSCAPES) 
Thurs, Nov. 19 $7, 18+ 


WONDERDRUC PRESENTS 


HONKEYBALL *=*"~ 


STAIND,BIG WIC, NON COMPOS MENTIS 


a BETH ORTON 
og RON SEXSMITH 





























{ Kill your a, 


Read more be of rks. 











Phoenix Literary Section. 









Thursday Nov A 4 
PRESENTS 


THANK GOD IT'S MIXER PARTY 


FEATURING 


DJ TERRY FRANCIS 


10 PM ¢ 19+ /$12 * 21+/$10 


Thursday Nov 19 


CHROME 
FEATURING 


DJ ICEY & RICH ROSARIO 


10 PM * 19+ /$12 * 21+/$10 
Friday Nov 27 


KID ROCK 
7PM + 18+ * $8 


Tickets are available at Axis night of 
show only, at select Newbury Comics 
and Strawberries in Framingham 






The last week of every month in 


| 


BNN?!\/ 


BOSTON NEIGHBORHOOD NETWORK 


I escectenneareeencissseertastemisstneeememiegsiigsitibtaialitditaeeias 
















































Versatility is not an unusual description for 
BNN-TV producers. 





A case point in John Fahey, producer of Politics 
(ee. (boston, a Today for the past five years. He brings 
political candidates of all parties to the 
Roxbury Studio to talk to viewers in live 
cablecasts. He is employed in finance, certified 
to teach in the Boston public schools, writes 
occasionally for community papers and he is an 
actor. Fahey is playing a World War I French 
military officer in The Spy at The Actors 
Workshop on Saturdays, Nov 21 and 28. The 
Spy is the creation of playwright/director Gary 
Vezzoli, who is also a BNN-TV producer. 
Watch for The Spy in a future cablecast on 
BNN-TV, Boston’s public access television 
station. 
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Landsdewne’s 


ia ‘ray 


Rock Bar 


5.5 LANSDOWNE ST 
FOR INFO 421.9678 


BAR - LOUNGE 


Geen 


WWW.BLACKSTONE-PRESEVTS.COWBILLS. HTML 


T, yreday Nov S 
‘ | MG WITH DJ MISS STACEY 


SPECIAL PERFORMANCE BY 
by Jumpin' Bones 


Friday Nov & 
WBCN NOCTURNAL FRI. 
W/ DJ BILL ABBATE 


RAY CORVAIR TRIO 
W/ REMY ZERO 


Saturday Nov 7 


WATERCRESS 


w/guests 


Sun. Nov 8 
REGGAE SUNDAY 


BOB MARLEY 
TRIBUTE 


Mon. Nov 9 18+ 
LIVE SHOW 
VIRGIN REC. ARTISTS 


FURSLIDE 


w/ guests 


Wed. Nov 11 18+ 
FUNK & GROOVE NIGHT 


FOXTROT ZULU 
W/ GRUVIS MALT 


Wc, Nov 12 
5 N Ne WITH DJ MISS STACEY 
SPECIAL PERFORMANCE BY 


BELLEVUE CADILLAC 


Fri. Nov 13 
WBCN NOCTURNAL FRI 
W/ DJ BILL ABBATE 


THE SHODS 
W/ BRASS MONKEY 


Sat. Nov 14 


THE DRAG 
W/ BABY RAY 


Tues. Nov 17 18+ 
EARLY LIVE show 
Doors @7pm 
SONY REC.ARTISTS 


MORLEY 


Wed. Nov 18 18+ 
FUNK & GROOVE NIGHT 


EPILEPTIC DISCO 


w/BARELY LEGAL 


Jhurs. Nov 19 
Wl 


N G WITH DJ MISS STACEY 
SPECIAL PERFORMANCE BY 


DEM BROOKLYN BUMS 


Fri. Nov 20 
WBCN NOCTURNAL FRI. 
W/ DJ BILL ABBATE 


MY fp de 
W/ EVELYN FOREVER 


Sat. Nov 21 


W/ JANUS STARK 


Sun. Nov 22 
REGGAE SUNDAY 


ROOTS REGGAE 


W/ JOHN BROWN'S BODY 


Wed. Nov 25 18+ 
FUNK & GROOVE NIGHT 


GRUVIS MALT 
W/ 3% 


Thurs. Nov 26 


THANKSGIVING 
NIGHT 


SICK OF YOUR 
FAMILY, COME HANG 

OUT & DRINK! * 
LISTEN TO THE COOL SOUNDS 


DJ MISS STACEY 


Fri. Nov 27 
WBCN Nocturnal Friday w/ 
DJ Bill Abbate 


SONY 550 REC. ARTIST: 


HONKEY TOAST 
Sat. Nov 28 


THE STERLINGS 
W/ BITTER LITTLE 
DUTCHBOY 








GREAT NORTHEAST PRODUCTIONS, INC PROUDLY PRESENTS 


The Pietasters E59 


20zomatli 
MOV. Gth sso The Roxy Ballroom ex 





hobe-tah 
_, ee 


= 
Noy. 14th 70pm The Roxy Ballroom 


POPULAR 
DEMAND! 


8:00 PM 


The Roxy 
Ballroom 


with special guests 
The Amazing Crowns 
and Flat Duo Jets 


Dec. 9ti 8:00 PM 
The Roxy Battroom 





The Roxy is located at 279 Tremont St. - across from the Wang Center. 
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT BOSTON BOSTIX OUTLETS WITHOUT A CONVENIENCE CHARGE, 
ALL TICKETMASTER LOCATIONS AND ROXY NIGHT OF SHOW ONLY. 


with special guests 


Jiggite The Handle 





| was trying to figure out how 
| would actually affect people, 


| the Globe was the paper of 
| choice. The Herald's 


| papers of Monday, 
| lead story, by Jack Sullivan, 


| that Cellucci has complained 


TJl, from page 9 


TABLOID POLITICS 








Reflections on President Clinton, playa 


Just when you thought there 


| was nothing left to say about 


the Monica Lewinsky scandal, 


| the latest issue of Rolling Stone 


offers opinions on our 
overfellated president from an 
all-star cast that includes Jack 


| Nicholson, Lou Reed, Willie 


Nelson, and Ice Cube. 

It’s no surprise that these 
celebrities overwhelmingly 
defend Bill Clinton — with 


| references to coups d’état and 


the hated media — but some 
of their commentary is a 
refreshing departure from the 
last nine months of cliché- 
laden opining on CNN, 
MSNBC, and the Sunday- 
morning talk shows. 

To wit: “It ain’t his fault that 
he’s a playa,” observes the 
rapper Fat Joe. “I mean, not 
even Kathie Lee Gifford went 
through this shit.” 

“There’s no reason why he 


| shouldn’t be getting laid just 
| like a rock star would,” says no 


less an authority on morality 
than Marilyn Manson. “That's 
why he’s so popular: everybody 
likes blowjobs.” 

The actor Michael Douglas 


| declares that he “could kill the 
| press” — which sounds a little 
| strange coming from the new 


boyfriend of Monica-obsessed 


MEDIA 


New York Times columnist 
Maureen Dowd. 

But perhaps the most 
trenchant insight comes from 
the rapper DMX, who 
explains: “All he did was get 
some pussy, you know what 
I’m saying. ... He’s a dog, 
man. Men are dogs. The 
fronting ones are the ones who 
don’t act like dogs. Those are 
the ones you watch.” 

Meanwhile, detail-craving 
followers of the Lewinsky 
scandal are encouraged to 
check out Slate magazine’s 
“Chatterbox” column, which 
has published excerpts from 
the deposition of Paula Jones’s 
sister in Jones’s sexual 


| ZI 


\ 


FAT JOE: “ain't 
his fault.” 












harassment lawsuit against the 
president. Remember how 
Jones let it be known she’d 
noticed a “distinguishing 
characteristic” of the First = = 
Member when the president 
allegedly unzipped in front of 
her in 1991? Well, according 
to Jones’s sister, Lydia 
Ruthene Cathey, Jones 
reported that “his dick was 
crooked.” In fact, Cathey tells 
Clinton’s perturbed lawyers, “it 
was hard and crooked and 

. . just awful-looking.” 





MANSON: “every- 


body likes blowjobs.” 











gross . 
Hail to the chief! 
— Michael Crowley 


DMX: “nen are 


dogs.” 


Grading the other horse race 


Superticially, at least, the Herald beat the 
pants off the Globe in covering this year's bitter 
gubernatorial campaign. The Globe was out to 
| lunch on several events that defined both the 
| tone and the substance (such as it was) of the 
| battle between Acting Governor Paul Cellucci 
| and Attorney General Scott Harshbarger. 
| But even though the Herald captured the war 
of the scoops, declaring an overall winner is a 


complicated matter. That's 
because for anyone who 


the candidates’ positions 


reporters were superior at 
observing what was right in 
front of them, but the Globe 
did a better job of looking 
beneath the surface. 

Take, for instance, the 


October 19. The Herala's 
quotes a Harshbarger line 


about ad nauseam: “Paul, if 
sending two kids to college 


| and remodeling your kitchen cost you $740,000, 
| you better call my Consumer Hotline. . 


Democratic Party was preparing to inject so- 
called soft money into the Harshbarger effort. It 
was the Herald that gave Jan Cellucci a forum 
in which to voice her outrage at Harshbarger's 
tactics. (And it was the Herald that pointed out 
that said outrage may have been more theater 
than genuine emotion.) The Herald even had the 
field to itself in noting that the hapless 
Harshbarger identified the wrong Jack Nicholson 





HANDS OFF? The Globe skipped the 
nasty rhetoric, but the Herald skimped 


‘s on analysis. 


Because, brother, you just got scammed.” And = ee es Se a 
Sullivan quotes a Cellucci spokesman as calling 


Harshbarger “a complete sleazebag.” 


Not one word of this nasty rhetoric appears in 
| the Globe. Instead, the page-one off-lead is a 
think piece by Scot Lehigh on Cellucci’s and 
Harshbarger’s differing approaches to welfare 
reform — a key issue because, as Lehigh notes, 
| some 6000 families are scheduled to be tossed 
| off the welfare rolls this December. 
The Globe also weighed in with smart pieces 
on Harshbarger'’s record as attorney general, 
Cellucci’s flip-flops, the fading importance of 
taxes as a hot-button issue, the massive 
education challenges facing the next governor, 
and the nearly $10 million poured into the 
campaign by favor-seeking corporate bigwigs. 
The Herald, by contrast, thought fewer deep 
thoughts but was more consistently pn top of the 
news. ft was the Herald that learned the national - 
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movie as the source of Cellucci’s debate line 
“You can't handle the truth.” The paper's 
minidebates were a nice touch, too. 

Neither paper's coverage, though, was 
particularly distinguished. For the true junkies, 
the best stuff was the way-inside-baseball 
columns by the Globe's Brian Mooney and the 
Herald's Wayne Woodlief. 

Unfortunately, the wall-to-wall coverage that 
marked Weld-Silber '90, Kennedy-Romney '94, 
and Kerry-Weld '96 appears to be a thing of the 
past. No doubt the dour personalities of the 
combatants has something to do with that. But 
the papers’ editors have to take some blame as 
well. The Herald needs to offer smarter 
coverage; the Globe needs to find some passion. 
Above 4il, both need to do more. 
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~—~Dan Kennedy — 
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THE WINNERS 


NATIVITY PREP SCHOOL, page 16 


GREENBERG, SERONICK, O’LEARY 
AND PARTNERS INC., page 18 


GLAD, page 20 


THE TEN POINT COALITION, page 22 


JOHN NORDELL 


AMERICAN REPERTORY 
THEATRE (ART), page 28 


MassINC, page 30 


ORMALLY, WHEN ONE thinks of a hero, one thinks of an 

individual — a solitary figure struggling for a noble ideal. But in 

the Phoenix’s first annual “Best” issue, we celebrate a different 
type of heroism: the group effort. 

Our six local heroes are all very different: a small private school; a midsize 
advertising agency; a think tank; a theater company; an organization made up 
of lawyers; and a group of neighborhood activists brought together by faith. 

But all are united in their conviction that the city can be a better place. The 
Nativity Prep School, for example, proves that education can work, that the next 
generation’s future can be brightened. MassINC proves that there are solutions 
to social problems outside the traditional partisan boundaries of politics. The 
Ten Point Coalition proves that whole neighborhoods can rebuild themselves. 

Indeed, all of our winners are community builders. And, just as important, 
they are communities themselves. They don’t just do good work; they set an 
example. They show that people working together can do more than each, 
individually, could even imagine. They are the city’s heroes. 
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KATHLEEN DOOHER 


Nativity Prep School 


EAD DOWN TO a dinky-looking 

little school building beside the 

Whittier Street housing develop- 
ment, across from the Ruggles T stop, al- 
most any time of day or night, and this is 
what you'll see: 60 kids and 14 teachers 
working their butts off so that the sons of 
custodians and taxi drivers — kids who 
qualify for free lunches in the public schools 
— will have the chance to leap above their 
circumstances. Students start the fifth grade 
here as refugees from the public-education 
system. They graduate from the eighth grade 
with more choices than many of them had 
ever dreamed possible. 

The Nativity Prep School, established in 
1990 and funded mostly by private donors, 
sends its graduates to all manner of fancy in- 
stitutions, and on full scholarship, too: Milton 
Academy, Groton, Choate, Belmont Hill, the 
public exam schools, and others. This hap- 
pens because parents, teachers, and students 


work harder than would ever be required, or 
even allowed, in your typical school. 

First, there are the hours. School begins 
with an assembly before 8 a.m. Academic 
classes then go to 3:10 p.m., at which time 
the strictly monitored, neatly uniformed Na- 
tivity students wouldn’t dream of going 
home. Their day is only half done. 

Between 3:10 and 5 p.m., they participate 
in sports or other activities; then the teachers 
cut them loose for a couple of hours, for din- 
ner at home. At 7 p.m., about half the stu- 
dents come back for two hours of evening 
study; it’s optional for many, but compulsory 
for those whose grades are slipping. 

“Education’s pretty simple,” says Father 
Alfred Hicks, Nativity’s principal for the 
past eight years. “You have to put time in, 
everybody's got to work hard, and you 
can’t accept any nonsense. It’s draining, 
but that’s education.” 

Second, there are the teachers. For the 
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most part, they are recent college gradu- 
ates with smarts, an indelible streak of 
idealism, and often no formal training as 
teachers. They work the kinds of hours 
that would give Boston Teachers Union 
chief Ed Doherty conniptions, and all for 
room and board and a monthly stipend 
of $200. 

Third, there are the parents. Hicks makes 
sure parents understand that while Nativity is 
free, they will have to put in some serious 
time. Parents clean the place and provide 
teachers with lunch, and their attendance at 
parent-teacher conferences is compulsory. 

“This place takes kids who are not gonna 
get a shot and it gives them one,” says teach- 


_ er Brendan Kennealey, a rookie of 22. “I 


haven’t seen that in a whole lot of other 
places. It’s grassroots, not throwing money 
at something. It’s the principal vacuuming 
{the carpets]. That’s why this place works.” 
—- Yvonne Abraham 





8:50 pm 
Beth Israel Deaconess has always been 
known for world-class OB/GYN care, using the 
latest advances to ensure a happy birth. Now, we are using 
technology in a new way with the introduction of our new Web Nursery, available 
to families who would like to participate. This special web page can showcase a photo 
of your newborn along with their weight and height. Now your sister in Seattle, aunt in 
Cleveland, and best friend in Birmingham can“ 
7 : : ae. find out if he’s got your nose or has dad’s hairline b 
Gp %*71H IsRaeL DEACONESS | : | 
Dp OE : __ checking www.bidmc.harvard.edu/baby/. It’s a free 
MEDICAL CENTER : | | 
HOURS service and a first in Boston. For more information or 


A member of CAREGROUP 


; A DAY a choice of Beth Israel Deaconess OB/GYN doctors 
i ha saatameainandgttealaals tar apiesabs tsa near you call 1-800-667-5356. 
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LOCAL HEROES 








Greenberg, Seronick, O’Leary 





and Partners Inc. 


HEN A COALITION made up of May- 

or Thomas Menino’s 18-Plus Task 

Force, the Lyons Group, and media fig- 
ures approached the advertising agency Greenberg, 
Seronick, O'Leary about designing an ad campaign 
aimed at binge drinking among college students, it 
was a no-brainer for the Copley Square firm. There 
is no shortage of pro bono opportunities for ad 
agencies, but this one was special. Just a few 
months earlier, MIT freshman Scott Krueger had 
drunk himself to death at a frat party. Warning 
young people about the dangers of alcohol was a 
cause that everyone at the agency could get behind. 

In talking to high-school and college students, 

staffers at Greenberg, Seronick, O’ Leary found 
that what worries people most about alcohol is the 
fear of making fools of themselves. “That was 
more motivating to these kids than the risk of al- 


cohol poisoning or of driving off the road and 
crashing into a stone wall,” says vice 
president/account group director Peter Alemian. 
The result of the agency’s work is the “Party 
Smart” ad campaign. The ads don’t shrink from be- 
ing disturbing, even shocking. One group of color 
advertisements —- designed to look like fashion ads 
—~ features a young woman who has just thrown up 
into a champagne bucket and a man with vomit all 
over his shirt. In another, a drunken model’s 
trousers are covered in urine. “Drinking can make 
anyone look stupid” is the tag line. Then there is the 
series of black-and-white ads — called “Quotes” — 
that includes a student passed out next to a trash 
can on a bathroom floor. His quote — “It gives me 
more confidence” —— is emblazoned across the top. 
The campaign was unveiled by Mayor Menino 
at a September press conference. Ads are running, 
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or scheduled to run, in various local publications, 
including most of the major campus newspapers. 
The MBTA has agreed to donate space to run 
them starting in the next several weeks. And AK 
Communications will contribute billboard space 
around Boston early next year. 

But a large part of the credit clearly goes to 
Greenberg, Seronick, O’Leary, which has put 500 
hours of work into the campaign. “This is a cause 
that touches everyone at our agency — from re- 
cent college grads to parents of young children to 
older people who have kids in college,” says 
Alemian. Whether the campaign will have an ef- 
fect is anyone’s guess. But with “Party Smart,” 
the agency hopes it has found an unconventional 
way to reach a group that has proved resistant to 


such warnings in the past. 
— Neil Miller 
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N LATE MARCH 1998, Bennett Klein, an at- 

torney with the Boston-based Gay and Les- 

bian Advocates and Defenders (GLAD), went 
before the US Supreme Court to argue that a 
Maine dentist could not legally refuse to treat a 
woman because she was infected with HIV. Three 
months later, the court ruled that the Americans 
with Disabilities Act protected people with HIV 
from discrimination. 

The decision marked the first time the Court 
had ruled on any issue regarding AIDS. It also 
marked only the second time that an openly 
gay attorney had argued before the US 
Supreme Court. (The first was GLAD’s 
founder, John Ward, who argued unsuccessful- 
ly in 1995 that a gay Irish-American group 
should be permitted to march in Southie’s an- 
nual St. Patrick’s Day parade.) 

In 1978, when GLAD started up, things were 
very different. There were no gay legal protec- 


| OT ON Fe s 83940) oS 


tions on the books in Massachusetts; a police 
“sting” was entrapping scores of men in the 
Boston Public Library restroom. And there were 
only two openly gay attorneys in Boston. One of 
them, Ward, founded GLAD out of his law of- 
fice. Its mission was to be a gay, grassroots ver- 
sion of the American Civil Liberties Union, ded- 
icated to practicing “impact litigation” to 
achieve equal justice under the law for gays and 
lesbians. 

Now, GLAD is a respected part of the legal 
community, with three staff attorneys and a 
New England—wide presence. In the early 
1990s, after Massachusetts enacted a gay-rights 
law, the organization took on a number of em- 
ployment-discrimination cases in order “to give 
the law some teeth,” according to GLAD’s exec- 
utive director, Gary Buseck. And when AIDS 
became an issue, GLAD established an AIDS 


- Law Project to fight for legal protections for 
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people with HIV. 

These days, GLAD is stressing family issues: 
co-parent adoption rights, foster care, and 
domestic-partner issues. In its highest-profile 
current case, GLAD is appealing to the Vermont 
Supreme Court to recognize the marriage rights 
of three gay couples. The case is expected to be 
decided later this year; like the recent Hawaii 
Supreme Court decision, it could provide a 
breakthrough. 

“People hate lawyers,” says Buseck. “But in 
the gay community, we don’t have that luxury. 
There are still laws directed against us — like 
the sodomy laws. And we still don’t have access 
to basic citizenship rights, like civil marriage. 
The world is a legal map of how people relate to 
one another. We’re working to change it.” 

Why does GLAD matter? Buseck has a simple 


response: “Because the law matters.” 


— Neil Miller 
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“Im a city that was becoming numb to urban vi- 
-olence, the near-fatal assault on Jerome Brun- 
son was a shock. More important, it was a spur : oS of ost i 
to action. Some 300 members of the Boston needed supp for the coalition’ 8 ideas. > caceed ) says Brown, “is that people of faith, 
clergy gathered to formulate a response. The And the I ht status of other stones, when confronted with some of the enormous 
half-dozen or so who were serious formed the such as the Reverend Ray Hammond, a physi- ‘obstacles that threaten to divide our community, 
- Ten Point Coalition —- so-called after the prin- cian-turned-minister, and the Reverend Jeffrey have to think creatively -—— to come out of the 
ciples of direct action and personal responsibili- Brown, a charismatic scholar, make it clear that four walls of our sanctuary ——~ and to realize 
ty they embraced — and took to the streets, > the Ten Point Coalition i isa ps more than a one: that we are the last bastion of hope for our 
working directly with gang members in an effort young people.” 
to step in where family and social institutions 















































These days the coalition is maiaese setting ~~ Dan Kennedy 
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Wake up, 


there ain't no freakin’ wizard. 


Winston Straight up. 
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BORDERS 


BOOKS. MUSIC. VIDEO. AND A CAFE. 


‘FREE MUSIC 
AND FOOD! 
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Juicy and tender 
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and early “90s... 
every weekday 
rom 11:45 - 1pm 
th Julie Kramer 
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nies soon followed suit, but the ART was the 


Now in its 20th season and with an interna- 
tional reputation (it has toured in 14 countries), 
the ART continues to offer the same kind of en- 
semble productions that it has since its incep- 
tion, emphasizing a somewhat impressionistic 


OCAL HEROES 


| moved to Broadway, wherg ic a 


Award for Best Musical. Its productions of Pie 
randello’s Six Characters in Search of an Author 
and Carlo Gozzi’s The King Stag continue to be 
performed all over the world. Actors such as 


naps Jones and designers such as Julie Tay- 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 30 


can deny that the ART has done exactly that oS 
— Neil Miller 
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THE SINGLES 86>98 
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Also On Sale Now: 
Dream Theater: 5 Years In A Livetime (Home Video) 
$15.39 VHS 


For the best music, 
selection, sound stations, 
in-store appearances 
and more 


..[t has to be HMV. 


sale ends 11/14 


¢ Solomon Pond Mall, Marlborough Coff 1-290) 508-303-3666 
**Harvard Square, Cambridge 617-868-3696 
e 24 Winter Street, Downtown Crossing 617-357-8444 
« The Mall at Chestnut Hill 61 7-9S64-817100 | 4 =. OT @) = 1 BD 
© Also in Avon, CT at S80 W. Main Street 8S60-678-9400 
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in Massachusetts politics. As this fall's 

‘ nasty race for | governor reminded us, ‘state 
politics revolves around partisanship and age-old 
feuds more than it does around thoughtful policy 
debates. But though they may not show up on bal- 
lots or in campaign ads, the people who contem- 
plate policy instead of polis and sound bites are 
the state’s unsung political heroes. 

Some of the state’s most influential policy 
wonks can be found quietly toiling at the Massa- 
chusetts Institute for a New Commonwealth 
(MassINC),.a devoutly nonpartisan and glowingly 
intelligent think tank that has helped shape the 
state’s political debates. 

Based in downtown Boston, MassINC takes as 
its subject matter the whole of Massachusetts. But 
the group's top-priority issues — such as adult 
education to raise workers’ wages and probation 
reform to better monitor convicts on the streets — 





OOLER HEADS DON’T always preva Poa 





cate for massive social programs nor a conserva- 
tive apologist for pro-business policies. “People 
look at the rhetoric of the political left and the po- 
litical right and shake their heads and say there 
must be some better way to think about these 
problems,” says MassINC executive director and 
cofounder Tripp Jones. The group takes a centrist 
approach to identifying the major problems that 
hold back both workers and the economy, and of- 
fers politically realistic ideas for solving them. 

For instance, the group’s signature studies, The 
State of the American Dream in Massachusetts 
and Closing the Gap: Raising Skills to Raise 
Wages, identified the ways in which middle- and 
working-class people with minimal educations are 








‘Scott Hcsberger anda pet issu » for state senate 
president Tom Birmingham, who in this year’s 
budget debate won more funds for job training 
and a cap on community-college tuition. (Mass- 
INC’s influence is also bolstered by its brainy 
quarterly journal, CommonWealth, which has be- 
come a valuable source of ideas and arguments 
for policymakers and opinion leaders.) 

With its budget up to $700,000 and another 
major report due out this winter, MassINC is do- 
ing better than its founders ever hoped, according 
to Jones. Given the substance deficit of the 1998 
electoral season, call that a victory for cooler 
heads everywhere. 
~~ Michael Crowley 
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HESE ARE HOPEFUL times for 
Boston's 64,000 public-school stu- 
dents, who have been shortchanged 
on their educations for so long. Thomas 
Payzant has been superintendent for almost 
hree years now, and with the mayor’s con- 
tinued commitment to his cause, some of 
his initiatives are starting to stick. 
s year, scores on standardized tests 
made slight improvements across the sys- 
tem over last year’s results. Uniform cur- 
ricula have been established in all the major 
subjects. An ambitious new promotion poli- 
cy promises to put an end to the tradition 
»f passing students up through the grades 
without regard to their competence; this 
alone, if successful, will transform the 
schools. Private partnerships, and grants 
from foundations, have poured money and 
expertise into the system. And greater ac- 
countability, especially for principals, has 
become a ubiquitous catch phrase. 

But the state of Boston’s schools, partic- GOOD-BYE, MR. CHIPS: the days of dull classroom drills are over, but kids still 
ularly the high schools, is still dismal. When —_ need to learn the basics. 
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REFORM 


Making education work can require radical steps. 
Here are five suggestions 


Saving schools 


BY YVONNE ABRAHAM 
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Addressable service required. 
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results from the first statewide tests are re- 
leased after the election, our students will 
almost certainly emerge as victims of years 
of neglect, shortsighted policies, and politi- 
cal bickering, many of them demonstrating 
little or no mastery of even basic age-ap- 


propriate skills and knowledge. 


less expensive. 


The Phoenix talked to people in and 
around the classrooms — teachers, princi- 
pals, members of watchdog groups, and 
those who support the schools — to pro- 
pose radical ways to change public educa- 


tion in Boston. 


Here are five. There are many more. 


MARK OSTOW 


savior of the city’s schools. 











Bad jokes, 
no pay, 
Stale bagels... 


It's what you get interning for the Boston Phoenix’s 
ultra-hip Promotions and Marketing department. 
Experience that has helped our last seven 
interns find jobs after college. 

Cool ski events. Swanky parties. 

The occasional free lunch. 

And we won't chain you to a fax machine, either. 
Ready for a fast-paced internship where you 
actually learn something from people your age? 


Intern for us. Call 859.2240. 
Phcenix 





In 2003, the students who are now in 
seventh grade will have to pass a statewide 
exam to qualify for their high-school diplo- 
mas. To make it, they’re going to need 
much more than they’re getting now. Big 
things have to change. Some of these 
changes would require plenty of money as 
well as huge shifts in thinking — on the 
parts of the unions and administrators, for 
example. Some, though, are simpler and 


1. Send administrators into schools. 
In 1995, Seattle made an unusual choice 
for its superintendent: rather than mine the 
ranks of professional educators and experi- 
enced schools chiefs, they went with John 
Henry Stanford, a retired army general 
who was once in charge of moving Ameri- 
can forces into the Persian Gulf. Three 
years later, Stanford has been hailed as the 


Stanford made an interesting announce- 
ment soon after he took up his job: for one 
day each week, he said, all school-system 
administrators would work in the schools. 

One of educators’ most consistent com- 
plaints about Boston’s public schools is that 
the edicts issued from the administrative of- 
fices at 26 Court Street betray little con- 
sciousness of what it’s actually like to be in 
a school these days. Pilot schools, for exam- 
ple, are supposed to be free of normal union 
and administrative constraints, allowing 
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THOMAS PAYZANT: the schools chief has made 
principals and students more accountable. Now it’s 
teachers’ turn. 
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them to work on innovations that can be carried into the rest 
of the system. In fact, they’re bound up by red tape as much 
as the other schools, and teachers say the bureaucracy gets in 
the way of educating kids. 

One way to bridge the gap between administrators and the 
schools they serve is to bring them together physically. 

“Strip the administrative office out of there,” says Loretta 
Roach, head of the Citywide Educational Coalition, a grass- 
roots organization of parents and teachers. “I don’t think 
anybody should be able to sit in an office for 20 years, or 
even one year. Every one of them should be told, “You have 
to visit schools.’ It would bring parity between those people 
who are policymakers downtown and those that have to im- 
plement the policies.” 

At the very least, administrators should do regular tours of 
duty in schools. A more extreme solution would be to relo- 
cate entire administrative departments into the schools. What 
we’re proposing here is a shift of Copernican proportions: 
the machinery of education would be made to revolve around 
the schools themselves, rather than the schools revolving 
around Court Street. Sure, different parts of the administra- 
tion would have to work harder to connect with each other. 
But it would be worth it, especially if the superintendent’s 
oft-repeated aim of devolving power onto the schools them- 
selves is to have any credibility. 


2. First things first. 

Schools are a great deal more fun now than they used to 
be. Gone is the Mr. Chips era of rote learning and pop 
quizzes. Now schools take a far freer, more interdisciplinary 
approach. Kids can learn about ancient Greece in history, 
English, and science classes, for example. And they can 
show what they’ve learned in many ways, visually and verbal- 
ly, through writing and performance. Modern educational 
practice has focused on skills and process as well as content. 
That is as it should be. 

But in the push to make education more fun for children, 
something has been lost: a clear, shared focus and, accord- 
ing to some critics, content. Inventive types of learning may 
appeal to students at all achievement levels, but some stu- 
dents need serious help with the fundamentals. 

The back-to-basics philosophy is almost a cliché, but that 
doesn’t mean it gets put into practice. For years, kids have 
been promoted through the early grades without being very 
good at reading and writing, and that has hamstrung them 
for the rest of their educations. 

Meanwhile, the US Department of Education’s Commis- 
sion on Time and Learning found in 1994 that students 
spend less than half of their classroom time on academics. 
This doesn’t hurt kids who'll get the basics anyway — kids 
whose parents can reinforce their lessons, or who are 
pushed to read and write at home. But an alarmingly large 
proportion of students, many of them from black and His- 
panic families, cannot count on that reinforcement. They 
simply don’t have the cultural and intellectual capital with 
which other students walk into school. Education theorist 
E.D. Hirsch calls this disparity the new civil rights frontier. 

Sure, focusing on the basics — and testing students on 
them before they’re promoted — gives teachers and students P '. 
less freedom. But, as one principal says, “no surprises, no ex- News, Styles and Arts aren t the only sections of 
cuses.” It’s much easier to push the advanced students to m Se 
more-challenging work than it is to make up the ground disad- The Phoenix where you'll find great writing. 


vantaged students have lost through years of benign neglect. 
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Both groups of children deserve a break. And sticking to the Turn to the Personals. 
basics doesn’t necessarily mean kids will be bored: teachers can 
be as adventurous as they wish in how they teach those skills. | Pheenix | 
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Want to escape those winter blues? 


Cheap tickets. Great advice. Mice people. 


Los Angeles $258 
Hong Kong $622 
Johannesburg $1038 
Honolulu $617 
London $278 
New Delhi $1195 
Y Chicago $189 


Student/Teacher ID may be required 
Fares are subject to change 
do not include taxes, restrictions apply 


Eurail passes 
issued on the spot! 


CMM Travel 


CIEE: Council on International 

Educational Exchange 

273 Newbury St. Boston 

MIT Student Center : 

84 Massachusetts ‘Ave. Cambridge . 
Ee So 8 [617] 225-2555 


[617]-266-1926 
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16171497-1497 




































Sell your stuff 
in the Phoenix. 
Pay once and 
your ad runs 
until it works. 


Guaranteed. 












SCHOOLS, from page 37 

Schools must make sure, says statc 
board of education chairman John 
Silber, “that by the time children get 
to the third grade, they will be read- 
ing at grade level. That will do more 
to reduce the dropout rate and to in 
crease the interest and performance 
of children at school than any other 
initiative.” Superintendent Thomas 
Payzant’s focus on carly literacy, cs- 
tablishing intensive programs in 30 
elementary schools, is an important 
first step. Without it, the rest of his 
reforms will be for naught. 


3. Hire teachers based on 
merit, not seniority. 

Superintendent Payzant has made 
principals accountable for turning 
their schools around: deliver or 
you're out, he told them. He’s also 
making students accountable by in- 
troducing a rigorous assessment sys- 
tem. The drive for accountability 
must now focus on the teachers, a 
group that has taken quite the public 
beating of late. 

In theory, teachers have become 
more accountable since the latest 
union contract was agreed to (they're 
marginally easier to fire now, for ex- 
ample). But an important limit to their 
liability remains: seniority. In main- 
stream Boston public schools, princi- 
pals still are not completely free to 
choose their own teachers. Vacancies 
are supposed to be filled by the most 
senior teacher handy, rather than by 
the most qualified teacher available. 

This means that bad teachers can 
cycle through the system pretty much 
indefinitely. Ask any principal in the 
city’s pilot schools why those schools 
work and, to a person, they cite their 
ability to choose whomever they want 
to teach their students. Mainstream 
schools do not have that luxury. 

All the talk of placing stricter de- 
mands on already overworked teach- 
ers — only a small proportion of 
whom are as bad as their publicity — 
overlooks this simple solution. Hiring 
purely on merit would reward the 
best teachers, motivate others to im- 
prove, and eventually weed out the 
deadwood in the system. Principals 
would end up with teachers who un- 
derstood their missions and fit in with 


AP/WIDE WORLD 





JOHN HENRY STANFORD: 
could the Seattle superintendent's 
strategies work in Boston? 

the culture of their schools. In time, 
that would also raise the public repu- 
tation of teachers and perhaps even 
attract more bright young pcople into 
the profession. 


4. Extend school hours. 

You're a 10th grader in the Boston 
public schools. Your alarm goes off at 
6 a.m. You roll over and sleép for an- 
other 20 minutes. Then your mother 
pulls all the blankets off you. You 
hate that. You drag a comb through 
your hair, grab a Pop-Tart, and 
you're on the T at 6:50. Your first 
class is at 7:20. By 10 a.m. you're fi- 
nally waking up, just as the chronical- 
ly tardy kids are arriving. A few more 
hours and you’re outta there. At 1:40, 





you're back on the T, the whole after- 
noon spread before you. What are 
you going to do? 

The average Boston public-school 
student is in school for about six 
hours a day, 180 days a year. Most of 
those days start before 8 a.m., al- 
though some elementary schools be- 
gin at 8:30 or later. Judging by stan- 
dardized-test results, those kids 
aren't learning everything they need 
to know during those hours. 

That’s mostly because of the quality 
of the education they’re getting, but 
it's also because of the quantity. Our 
kids aren’t in school long enough. 
Many of them need remedial instruc- 
tion — more instruction. That takes 
time. The Commission on Time and 
Learning recommended, in no uncer- 
tain terms, that longer days (and, in 
some cases, longer years) be devoted 
to schooling, and that more of that 
time be devoted to pure academics. 

The founders of the Academy of 
the Pacific Rim, a Hyde Park charter 
school, modeled their own school on 
successful Asian education systems, 
which keep kids in class longer and 
produce high achievement levels in 
math and science. At the charter 
school, classes begin at 8:05 a.m. and 
end at 4:10 p.m., 210 days a year. 
“When you expect kids to learn more, 
it takes more time,” says Stacey 
Boyd, the school’s founding director. 
“The six-hour school day made sense 

100 years ago, when kids went home 
and tilled the fields. But a lot of par- 
ents work now, and there are a lot of 
one-parent families. It makes more 
sense to have kids in school, where 
they're learning in a structured envi- 
ronment, rather than watching TV.” 

Extending the school day isn’t just 
about academic performance; it’s also 
about giving kids the kind of supervi- 
sion many of them lack in the fallow 
hours between the end of classes and 
the return of their parents from work, 
if they're lucky enough to have par- 
ents with jobs. Half of all juvenile 
crime is committed in those four 
hours of the afternoon. Mayor Meni- 
no has just launched his much-bally- 
hooed 2:00-to-6:00 Program, de- 
signed to cut such crime by giving 
students structured activitics after 
school. That’s a good idea, but longer 
school days would reduce the need 
for such programs by providing edu- 
cational supervision for students in 
their own schools all afternoon, with 
teachers and pupils they know. 

“Kids have nothing to do all after- 
noon,” says Mike Mayo, a teacher at 
the Nativity Prep School, in Roxbury. 
“Keep them busy with fun things at 
their schools. Those citywide after- 
school programs are fine, but if you 
can get the kids involved with a small 
group of people, consistently, they will 
build a community. They will become 
known as individuals. That's key.” 

Failing that, it would help simply to 
start the school day later, especially in 
high schools. That might offset stu- 
dents’ alarming levels of tardiness and 
provide them with supervision in the 
high-risk afternoons, and it would re- 
quire no net increase in teaching time. 


5. Get parents involved. 
Parental involvement is vital to chil- 
dren’s educational success. A 1985 
study found that whether a parent 
reads aloud to a child is integral to 
whether the child will become a suc- 
cessful reader. A 1997 Department of 
Education study found that children 
whose fathers participated in three or 
more school events in a year were 
more likely to get mostly A’s and to 
participate in extracurricular activities 
than were children whose fathers did 
not participate. And the studies are 
reinforced by bucketloads of anecdo- 
tal evidence that the students who 
thrive are often the ones whose par- 
ents are involved in their schooling. 
When parents take an intcrest in 
their kids’ education — providing 
them with a place to work away from 
















the television, asking them if they've 
done their homework, talking to their 
teachers — they reinforce what hap- 
pens in school. And it’s harder for 
kids to get away with stuff. 

“Parents are experts at a lot of 
things schools need to know about 
their children, and teachers see things 















parents need to know,” says Deborah 
Meier, an acclaimed New York edu- 
cator who now heads the Mission Hill 








School, a pilot school. “It’s important 
that kids see the two most important 
grownups in their lives as partners.” 








Getting parents involved is far 
harder than it seems. Often, schools 
are battling big social problems: fami- 
ly dysfunction, poverty, previous gen- 
erations that feel ripped off by and 











suspicious of the education system. 
Sometimes they're fighting old-fash- 
ioned foes like laziness and apathy. 
But some schools are managing it. 
At the McKay School, in East Boston, 
private partnerships allow the school 
to offer courses to parents so they 
can help their children with home- 
work. There are also weckly breakfast 
mectings that bring teachers and par- 








MARK OSTOW 





DEBORAH MEIER: “Parents ure 
experts at a lot of things schools 
need to know.” 





ents together, building a sense of 
community. At Dorchester High, a 
group called Boston Creative Action 
recruited parents to participate in the 
day-to-day running of the school: 
working as aides in classrooms, writ- 
ing a newsletter to keep other parents 
informed, interceding with the city to 
get a new fence built. Headmaster 
Robert Belle has credited the parents 
with turning the school around when 
it was on the brink of losing its ac- 
creditation. At the Mission Hill 
School, teachers send letters to par- 
ents every week and call them often. 
There are plenty of information ses- 
sions and potluck dinners with par- 
ents. And students stay with the same 
teacher for two years, giving parents 
a chance to know them better. 
Sometimes the solutions are simple: 
at the Academy of the Pacific Rim, all 
homework assignments are put on 
voice-mail recordings every day, so 
parents can check to sce what their 
kids are supposed to do. Improving 
parental involvement in some schools 
may be as basic as providing teachers 
with readier access to telephones so 
that they can contact parents — and 
be reached by them — when needed. 
Family involvement in schools 
builds social bonds. To veteran edu- 
cation writer Gene Macroff, the 
schools are vital to reconstructing 
neighborhoods ravaged by poverty 
and crime: he believes they can be- 
come the centers of new communi- 
ties, one-stop shops for a range of 
support services. Perhaps it’s not fair 
to expect schools to solve the plethora 
of social problems outside the class- 
room. But those problems permeate 
every corner of their students’ lives 
and educations. If they don't do it, 
who will? me 







Yvonne Abraham can be reached at 
yabraham@phx.com. 





It everyone 
thought about 
carpet and 
upholstery 


cleaning as 


much as we 


(lo, 
the world 
would be a 
very scary 


place. 


One cleaning company is just as good as 
another, right? 


Well, it depends on how much you care about getting it 
done right. We’ve been cleaning the upholstery and carpets 
in some of the area’s finest homes for nearly a quarter of 
a century. You don’t build a track record like that without 
being extraordinary. 


Our service is different because our methods are thorough. 
We pre-treat carpets and gently machine-scrub them with 
a mild shampoo. 

We hand-scrub existing stains to ensure they really come 
out. And we’re the one company that does a final rinse 
with clean water. This protects allergy sufferers, children, 
and pets from environmentally harsh soap and chemical 
residues. All with the safest and most advanced carpet and 


upholstery cleaning equipment available today. 


So if you’re considering carpet and upholstery cleaning 
companies, take a good look at your place and think long 
and hard about how much you really care. And then give 


us a call. 


Joseph Sullivan Carpet/Upholstery Cleaning 
Call 445-1693 for a free estimate. 
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BEG pa teties VION NOV 2 


FREE 


CLG, ADMISSION 
PLUS! 
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ss FEATURING 


100 GIRLS 
Boa STAGES AS VIDEO STARS | 
a ES. SV V Pe 

| NOV 10 
TO | 
NOV 14 | 
THE SULTRY STAR OF | 
MOTEL SEX, WICKED AT | 
HEART, BAD GIRLS AND | 
MANY MORE | 


JILL KELLY 


LW 


FPERSONAI 
NUDED INTIMATE 


TABLE DANCING 
DAY & NIGHT 





A perenhia 


superstar 
AMATEUR & a true legend of 
NITE {erotic fim. 


soe. (CHRISTY CANYON 


SUNDAY NIGH 
9:00pm-t:00am 
Ixit 2A off Rae 1223 North or South 
4 Whiles on Left 








Stoughton. VA 02072 recor 
FRE AASITS ° 617.698.0128 re 


Steougilhteanm Edapsdapun 
ww w .clubalexs.com 


| it cer coo Sore 


DvD every DVD 


title! 


nearly 2,000 titles 
every one at a discount price 
all ratings- from G to 


hes poll : most available for rent at 
Pocengas 5 only $2/1 nite, $3 for 3 nites 
The wolves will $4.50 for a whole week! 


burst your boobs used DVD's bought and sold 
this time! DVD players for rent 


a typical quote from the 
zany, over-the-top 
Chinese action thriller 
“NAKED KILLER" 

Ea lelelema@olslem On Omit) eked as 
priced at only $34.88! 


Big selection of 
"Something Weird" 
videos! 
Remember exploita- 
tion movies ees 4 
more innocent 50's -&. 
60's? 


more than 250 Hong Kong 

movies in stock on DVD for 
sale & rent-priced right 

because we direct import! 


Make us your DVD 
Headquarters! 


We specialize in 
eked sl? Ma@el ile Mtikeh aie 


-Huge Chinese laserdisc 
f rental library-most available 
® to buy for only $19.95 each 
i -Nearly 500 imported DVD and 
VCD titles for sale 


Check out our 
| lower level for the 
g Dlagest selection of 
pul xxx adult videos in 
the Northeast! 


1334 Main St, Waltham MA 
(781) 647-3390 Open Mon-Sat 10am-10pm Sun Noon-10pm 


Directions:Mass Pike to Route 128 North-take next 
exit off Route 128 (exit 26)follow route 20 East 1/4 mile- 
left at route 117 sign-ends at Main St (Route 117) take 

left-We're the 1st bidg. on the left opposite the Mobil 

gas station-plenty of free parking! 


Less than 20 minutes trom. 


She Best in World Class Adult Entertainment 


aUhen7s 


Ovoted Wew —- ’ 


#1 Gentleman’ Club 


Featuring Over 150 Elegant & Talented Entertainers Weekly 


Welcomes 
New England's 
Own 
Penthouse Pet 


November 9th-14th 
| F- ed oe Les 4-3 


ALEX TAYLOR 


The Ultimate Fantasy 


“Personable, Exciting, Pesersiniag. 
You've Seen Her on television, in 
videos, & major mens’ magazines... 


Now See Her In Person 


Plus Enjoy Our 
Complimentary Buffet & Appetizers 


& Gorgeous VIP Lounge 
Every Monday - Amateur Night 
$300 1st Prize $100 Second Prize 
Register by 7PM 


atthews 


350 MIDDLESEX ROAD ¢ TYNGSBORO, MA 
coy 5 minutes off Route 3 Exit 36, Right at end of Ramp) 
(978) 649-2900 





“Warning: Clean 
is a subjective adjectiv 


The Nightline Service doesn’t prescreen it’s callers and ass 


NOVEMBER 6, 1998 NEWS THE BOSTON PHOENIX 


© 1000's of callers da 


*Hey! It's FREE! 
10 % local. 
‘l-on=1 conve tio 


mes no responsibility for personal meetings via our service. Must be 18+. Toll aataes may apply. 
*Free 60 min. to 1st time male callers only. Women always call free. Optional paid services 14¢ - 63¢/min. 


Ladies call FREE |-800-300-DATE 


Callers must be over 18 


p> COD- 


22 


utside 617, 508, 413 and 401 area codes dial 1-900-737-0200 ) 


\ Fea eth wich 
Call costs 99 cents per minute ——__—(Outside 617, 508, 41 


PTM Telecommunications 


24-hour Customer Service: (800) 711-0046 


a 
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Classified lines 617-859-3300 


Help Wanted Display advertising 617-859-3227 


Your resource for quality 
employment services 
and solutions. 


Resource 




















HELP 
WANTED aed 
aor Mots tole 
Stuffing envelopes at home. Free 

fast. 










Media Opportunities 


PHOENIX 


INTERNET DEVELOPER 
We are looking for an energetic, resourceful, independent and detailed-oriented 
individual to work on the Phoenix Media Group web sites. Duties wil include 
enhancing the current functionality and developing new sites. The ideal 
candidate will have a BS in Computer Science and have been programming for 
@ web content company for at least 2 years. Must be proficient with developing 
web sites with NT, HTML, SQL, Java and/or Perl, and Microsoft internet 
Information Server. This is an excellent opportunity to work on exciting projects 
utilizing some of the newest software tools on the market 


MANAGER OF INTERACTIVE MEDIA 
We seek a self-directed individual to focus on the development of 
internet marketing and sales strategies for the expanding web 
products of our international media/communications group. This is a 
highly visible, ground-floor opportunity for a leader to take ownership, 

























The Choice for Staffing, Inc. is a temporary 
and full-time placement service with a focus 
on software-skilled administrative staffing. 
We value and reward our employees’ 
performance with a competitive salary, 
excellent benefits, and a sincere interest in 
individual placements. 


















details. Rush long SASE to: ACE 
Dept. 2622, PO. Box 5137, Dia 
mond Bar, CA 91765 


NEED MONEY? 


Distribute our health 































































while making recommendations for expansion and promotion of product catalogs! 
internet products; performing market analysis of complimentary Catalogs supplied! 
products and services; establishing business partnerships, and xperience Pequired! . . 2 - 
creating new and innovative revenue streams. Candidates will wo mailed Fridays! A dm inistrative Assistant 
possess 3-5 years of marketing/sales expenence and have No gimmicks ° ° 
familiarity with WWW, Netscape, and the internet. MBA preferred. , g r) 8 Recep tz ontist 
SALES MANAGERS Your Volvo wagon with the Data Entry Operator 
Due to 20% growth in 1998, The Boston, Providence, and Worcester cl - 1 
erica 







tricky clutch? That dusty Soloflex? 





offices have sales management opportunities for qualified 
candidates with at least 5 years of outside sales expenence 
Management expenence and media sales a plus 


MATIONAL ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 
We seek a dynamic and expenenced account executive with strong 
presentation skills to join our expanding Corporate National Sales 
Department. The position will concentrate on establishing new 
business, but also provides the opportunity to sel The Providence 
Phoenix, The Worcester Phoenix, and specialty sports magazines to 
national advertisers. Eligible candidates will have 1-2 years exper- 
ience selling national accounts. Agency expenence a plus. Some 
travel required 


CHIEF SYSTEMS ENGINEER 
We are looking for a self-starter with a BSEE/CS or equivalent. Successful 
candidate should have 3-5 years of experience with PC hardware and 
software, and a knowledge of NT and TCP/IP Microsoft Certification and 





$200 TO $1500 Soma 
morgage parce gad That Trek mountain bike you got 


No experience neces- in i it's blue, remember? 
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Call today! 
Sins, CHOICE 


www.choicestaff.com scence pec oat, 
uf = Inc —=—— 
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Don't store it. Sell it! 
" 
In the Phoenix Classifieds. EEOC betethocieverkinnn Oop BRUER® 


ham work in Westwood 
We have immediate openings Dedha ee Busy restaurant now hiring 


Call 859-3300 today to place your ad for customer focused individu: gOmnin dive each way Fick OP swaitrasses-Wailers 


als looking to join our winning (781)461-0182 Bartenders 





Call toll free 


(888)561-2866 









































































































































































































telephony expenence a plus. 5 . team at our new store location “Line Cooks 
in Boston's classiest classfieds. at 28 Newbury Street oa 
ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE . Positions available EARN $500 Full and Part time, great $$ and 
The Boston Phoenix and The Providence Phoenix have exciting be hen 4 rye a — any Sales Associates worting sonesons Apply in per- 
opportunities available for dynamic and creative individuals with ag BA sat ey Mss Cashiers WEEKLY resume to 
strong presentation and sales skills to join our sales force. To qualify Semone pay efi ure+/year Distributing phone cards F/T or (61 7)889-6939 
you must have a minimum of 1 year proven track record in outside En free’ Support System in Stock and PT. No exp necessary. Gall ————_—____— 
sales and possess the ability to generate new business. Experience place! Timing is Everything! 1 Support Staff HO LLISTIC | 
in print sales a plus 888-842-6603 Please apply in person at the 2 ee " MINDED 
following location 
CLASSIFIED AD-TAKER/TELEMARKETER Banana Republic 201 Newbury GIRLS WANTED 
We seek a highly motivated individual who will be responsible for the MAKE MONEY Street EARN UP TO $800+/wk.Must be $3-5k PER MONTH 
Boston, MA 18+. Flex hrs/No exp nec Director of West Coast Compa- 
placement of all inbound Classified Lines sales in addition to gaining Earn $2000-5000 per week, start Guest tact Krystn Elliot call 617-427-6514 Alex ny, seeks self-starters for new of- 
exposure to outside sales. Qualified candidates will have excellent thie week. not MUM, for free 2 uestions: contact Krystn Eliio fee 
customer service skilis and a strong desire to break into the lucrative min. message call _ 617-494-0962 — - 
field of media sales at one of Boston's most alternative companies. -345-9688 - or Have more time for your art, Call Mr. James 
Please come in to our Brookline Ave. offices for an immediate ext 5447 617-267-3933 music, etc, 24 & 48 hy, Gam-8am (508)370-4540 
i 4 b We offer flexible full and part- shifts. per rs. Work 1- MEE vests ny th dinate a A 
interview, Monday through Friday. 9am-6pm time shifts including early shifts/week. Personal care for 
3 morning and late evening, a disabled feminist writer. Drver 
Immediate openings in our fast-paced call center for full-time and ENERAL *HOUSEKEEPING generous employes ‘sou i. — req. 1 yr. min. commit FOR MORE 
part-time customer service reps to assist customers placing personal DELIVERY* CONSTRUCTION ibe a incall ike 617)524-0921 
ads in newspapers nationwide. Previous call center or customer EMPLOYMENT Part time, energetic self-starter WORKERS _ ve -_ ( ) HELP WANTED 
service exp. preferred. Bilingual Spanish Needed. w/flex day hours to deliver/set " % — 
OPPS up/clean housewares. Attention = bape ss ogy Oa COUNTER Male college graduate 25+ CLASSIFIEDS, 
STAFF WRITER to detail & drivers liscence re- per/hr. 1985 flat rate. Local HELP Harvard Sq. rm in exchange 
The Boston and Providence Phoenix's are looking for enegetic and ARTIST'S MODEL quired, creativity and sense of work. Call NEEDED for 10 hrs wkly work with ADS, SEE THE 
expenenced writers and reporters. Top candidates will have the following: at Need female models with pro- humor appreciated For funky cafe in Oak Sa, disturbed youth 
least 3 years of journalism experience (5 or more preferred); proven ability to portionate bodies for drawing in 508-350-01 59 Brighton. Full/Part-time posi- 617 868-0649 FACING PAGE. 
write long pieces (2500+ words) in clear, compelling prose; and experience in priate stide. Experience net Rachel tions avail. Exp needed 
sd egencol Goce tap gaia 617-787-0900 
Preparing investigative articles. Please submit 5 writing clips with resume view cot Me 617-787-0851 617-527 527-3131 P IES ent. 8 
HUMAN RESOURCES MANAGER 
CASHIER/STOCK 











We seek an expenenced HR generalist to join our expanding HR 
department. Responsibilities include senior management and mid- 
level recruitment, employee counseling, staff developmenttraining 
and employee communications. Candidates must have 5-8 years of 
Proven hands-on recruitment and HR generalist expenence 


MERCHANDISE COORDINATOR 

We have an exciting opportunity for an individual looking to learn about 
the circulation/distribution of a major newspaper. We're looking for a 
bright, hardworking individual who can work independently as well as in 
a team. Responsibilities would include obtaining supenor placement of 
the product, adding retailers, monitoring sales, and act as a liaison 
between customers and the company. Must have own car. Willing to train 
the right individual 


ASSISTANT PRODUCTION MANAGER 

We seek a hands-on assistant manager to oversee the coordination, 
production and delivery of camera-ready materials to several hundred 
clients nationwide. Thorough Knowledge of Quark, computer networking, 
and a minimum of 1 years supervisory experience required; Photoshop 
and Illustrator a plus. Will be responsible for assisting in the training and 
managing of staff , overseeing equipment, and the quality assurance of 
matenals produced on a daily basis in this deadiine-oriented 
environment 


RECEPTIONSSTS 
We have dynamic opportunities for a detail-oriented and self-motivated 
individuals to handle reception duties and provide administrative support 
to various departments as needed. This entry-level position requires 
excellent communication and organization skills and offers a transfer 
after 6 months. This is an awesome opportunity for an individual who 
loves the Phoenix and WFNX and is eager to begin a career in 
communications at one of Boston's most alternative companies 


MASS WEB 
PRINTING 


PART TIME VAN DRIVIER 
We seek an individual with at least 1 year of driving experience to 
handle the delivery of publication throughout New England 
Schedule will be on Thursday and Friday totaling 10 hours/week 
Must have clean driving record 













ASHANTED. — seucreenis ty MEDIA 100 EDITING/PRODUCTION 


No Experience Necessar 
can up to $720 woe Harvard St., walk to Comm Ave 


Se POSITION OF A LIFETIME! 



















































DRIVER Extremely busy audio/video production house, 
WANTED 10 minutes from Boston, seeks the BEST Media 
100 Editor! Guaranteed 40+ hrs/wk, 

To Deliver The producing national and local :30 spots. MUST 

Boston Phoenix have complete knowledge of Photoshop 
a ac crac a 4.0/5.0, After Effects 3.1, Media 100 4.5, 

safe driving record. PowerMacs and ALL audio/video equipment 
relating to digitizing, editing and mastering to 
and from all formats including vhs through 
eS Beta Sp and 1". MUST have exceptional 
BOSTON AREA organizational skills and work under fight 
call 617-450-8659 deadlines with NO margin for error. | 
Salary ranges from 25 - 40k based on experience. 
LAW Call 781 284 9707 and ask for Charles 
mg al or fax a resume to 781 289 6277. 


Now hiring, paid training 
Up to $48,000 - 1995 flatrate. 
Many different position available. 


CALL 976-6069 
24 HOURS 













































































PRESS & BINDARY OPPS. 
Mass Web Printing Co., the area's leasing provider of quality web 
printing products, seeks 3rd shift Press Helper to assist in the 
operation of web printing equipment. Schedule will be 11pm-7am. 
Expericence will be hepful but not necessary. Bindery position is 
entry level 7 part-time/daytime hours 


Great Pay! 












ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 

Do you listen to WFNX? Is the thought of selling Boston's Real 
Alternative to local advertisers appealing to you? If a good working 
environment, cool events, and the opportunity to make good money 
is what you're looking for, then this is the place. WFNX is actively 
recruiting Account Executives to work in our local sales department. 
Candidates MUST have at least one year of outside sales 
experience -not necessarily in media sales. 















PART TUME EVENT COORDINATORS 
101.7 WN, is looking for dependable and enthusiastic part-time van 







set-up and break down of technical equipment and customer relations with 
venue management with listeners. A clean driving record, a flexible schedule, 
knowledge of the allemative formal and the ability to interact in a professional 
and tnendly manner with others is a must! 











126 Brookline Avenue, Boston, MA 02215 
FAX (617) 425-2615 

e-mail: jobs @phx.com 
e0e 











Help Wanted 


Continued 


HELP WANTED UP To 


$6,000 
MONTHLY 
Looking for attractive female 
masseuse from the ton area 
Flex hrs. Good for students. No 


om et iio 


CLASSIFIEDS 


CONTINUED 





Volunteering for 
AIDS Action can be 
very stimulating. 


If you like to be at the heart of the action, keep the wheels spinning at 
AIDS Action headquarters. Sharing insights. Enjoying camaraderie. 


Building value with hands-on work. 


Or take that enthusiasm on the road: AIDS Action has a slew of other 
volunteer positions — from public outreach to working at Boomerangs. 
Whatever your age, your interests or your availability, we have 


an opportunity for you. 

To see what's stirring with 
AIDS Action’s many volunteer 
opportunities, call 617 450 1235 
or check out our web site 

at Www.aac.org. 


Volunteer 
for AIDS 
Action. 
Incite 
hope. 


Wind Surfing 
Sales Help 


New Englands’ largest wind surf- 
ing shop is looking for enthusias- 
tic sales help. Full & part time 
positions available. Call Jim for 
an appointment at 


(617)661-7702 


Classified lines 617-859-3300 
Display advertising 617-859-3227 


PROMOTIONAL TEAM 
BO IcS 


S*517-864-8008 


Pusherman Productions seeks 
reliable secretary. Excellent pay 
and benefits. Call for information 
617-782-5511 press 1 


Montserrat 
College of Art 


Seeks professional, experi- 
enced, reliable, lite models for fig- 
ure drawing/painting classes 
Please forward a resume and ref 


ik: Coordinator 


Bae A" 








Fun environment 
Hot Commodity/ 
Bakery/Gourmet 
oods 
Flexible Hours/ 
Competitive pay 
scale 


Breast fie World 


fax resume to: 
( Cail) 4-1370 or 
“arbara at 
(617 


Retail | Photo 
Sales/Stocking 


Boston's premier photo r 

currently seeks applicants for 
sales and stocking positions in 
our Boston and Cambridge 
stores. Photography experience 
is necessary, retail experience is 
preferred for all sales applicants 
SBI Sales offers excellent com- 
pensation and benefits. No walk- 
in applicants please. A nonsmok- 
ing workpl Sales call 


Boston, ry 6; 210 
Attn; David L. Cronin 
781-662-8822 
or ex resume to 

-4478 


STOMONS 


WANTED 
SABBATICAL 
HOUSE 
WANTED 


Middle-aged professional couple 
seeks house in Cambridge area 
for Spring ‘99 semester. Have no 
children. Contact Eve Averill 
9901 S. Hoyne Avenue, Chicago, 
IL 60643. 773-233-8502 


© COPYRIGHT 1998 LM\/BOSTON 


TO PLACE 
YOUR HELP 
WANTED AD, 

CALL 

859-3300. 


[ 
iit 


Now you can place your classified «:’ 
ad online at the Phoenix website! 


Surf in and check it out. 


The easiest way to sell your stuff, 
at any time of the day 


tabie, 


UEP 
Female wanted to share 3 a great 


LISTING 
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Late Classifieds 


ema 
REAL ESTATE 
EOKRANTEED 


ROOMMATES 


To place your own Roommates 
ad call (617)859-3300 


ARLINGTON Cpl skg M, 30+, 
for irg apt, stps to bus, incl pkg, 
laund, & utils. $500/mo 
(781)643-7223 eves 


ERPS VOUIRE: 

V2 
Piace your Roommate ad here so 
that thousands of cool people will 
see it. People like you. Guaran- 
teed Roommates in The Phoenix 
Classifieds 

Call 617-859-3300 today! 


MUSIC, 
THEATRE, 
AND ARTS 


mM 


CLASSES/ 
WORKSHOPS 


THEATRE 
ZONE 
ACTING 
TRAINING 


Winter Classes! 


Acting 1 

improv Ensembie 

Private Coaching 

Audition preparation for on-cam 
era and stage 


Classes are 10 weeks, $225 
$95 with early registration! 


Showcase performances & per 
formance opportunities! 


Join us for the Fall Student Show 
case 

November 22 at 5:00 

Kendal! Cafe, Cambridge 


Call now for our free brochure 


617-887-2336 


www theatrezone org 


‘FOR MORE. C ee oie se — 
ROOMMATE _xecoroni em 
S CHECK 0. Pag. 1 Sbns. wid 


infuenped Dy 60s/'70s 


unk, 
PlScrom WTroek 


embrac 
un eashed 


781-631-7339 


Leave message — 


DRUMMER FOR CURIO 
Rock-solid, creative, pro drum- 
mer needed for young, promis- 
ing Boston band. Catchy, mod- 
ern, sexy poprock -- acclaimed 
female vox, melodic bass, color- 
ful guitar, artsy keys. Releasing 
& heavily voy first 
full-length CD this fall 


ar 


Bear oh nd 
ctions 
mest aster 
“A Christmas 


aro 
at the Has pudding 
12 Ho Kp St., 


aR, uy Dien sb 


Tikgla ve ih gh p.nex Call Smaligroove Records 


Produced by y Special Arrange at (617) 783-4788. 


ment by Samuel French, Inc 


To place your own Gigs ad call 
(617)859-3300 


BASR PALA 


98 
members 617. 786-9549 


ass player. 


Your Volvo wagon with 
the tricky clutch? 
That dusty Soloflex? 
That Trek mountain 
bike you got in ‘94.... it's 
blue, remember? 
Don't store it. Sell it in 
the Phoenix Classifieds. 


Call 859-3300 to 
place your ad. 


Pheenix 


3 Apt to shir. M/F fo shy 
BB nr 
‘ te 


Sy Co 


OUT ae LATE 
CLASSIFIEDS IN 


THE BACK 


AMIN ISHAM. 


1.$b th hee. Fe BR. 
priv rd, cis fo major res, pool 
ig deck. $480 inc all — 
Dave $08- 879. 3 331, iy msg. 


gym, 


OF 
THE NEWS 
SECTI ot ll 


fren, 2BR sunny. spac 


Serrk insets Ayi f 2 q 


ME OFORD Skng F rmmite 
for ig apt on bus ine 
¥ ied no oper smk ok $250 

i : 7464 
RAL OF ORO ¥ WES 

nkr. Sunny rm : san 

hse, great yd, pkg, bus sep td. nO 
pets §325+ 483- 7308 
ME OF ORD. WEST Sk t or 2 


3BR 1700's $ tarmhse wi dog & 
oat. Nice yd. Ip. poh. canven to 


4 ans. Pets OK. $380</r 
$500+/2 rms. 393-8264 
Ona Pe ee 


MEDFORD/West. M/F mature 
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f( (| Sell your CDs HERE fim 


C0 SPINS purchased 


5325,300.99 


worth of Used 
Compact Giscs 

from (YOU) the public 
in 1997 


-come get your piece of the pie 


—| — Bj — 17 | — 


New & Used Gompact Discs 


Now Serving You at Harvard Square 


o> 54 Church St. 


same block as Border Cafe and Cybersmith 


Call 617.497.7070 


Always Fresh in Downtown Boston 


6324 Newbury St. | 


Boston, same block as everything | 


Call 617.267.5955 








Bear Paw Productions 
Proudly Presents 


Michael Paller’s 


A Christmas 
ATOM TE 


12 NOLTOKE ST. CAMBRIDGE 


7:30 pm shows - Dec. 16, 17, 18, 19th 
4:00 pm shows - Dec. 19& 20th 
T ickets available next week through Bostix 



















Produced by Special Arrangement by Samuel French, |nc. 








Never 
mastered! thal 


G-Chord, el? \ 





: Maybe it's | 
time to 
sell that 


The Phoenix Classifieds. 


& | KKK PHOTO BY MICHAEL GRECCO; BOWIE PHOTO BY DAVE JENKINS 
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| than life — or death. 








| The Boston Phoenix has been covering 


the trends and events that shape our 


| times since 1966. The following selec- 
| tions, culled from our back files, were 


compiled by Rachel O'Malley. 


A warrior, but no princess 
years ago: 
November 3, 1993 
Carolyn Clay talked with Margaret 
Atwood, who was in Boston on tour 
for The Robber Bride, about the 
book’s cold-blooded antagonist, 


Zenia. 





ATWOOD’S heroine was larger 


“Of creating her larger not only 
than life but than death (Zenia makes 
her entrance in the novel by recross- 
ing the River Styx, drop-dead looks 
intact), Atwood says, ‘It was lots of 
fun, and if you want to see what she 
looks like, just open any Vogue maga- 
zine, because that look on the face is 


| something that is very much promoted 


in the fashion world. That kind of sul- 


| try stare. And that sultry stare is not 


saying, ‘I am innocent.’ It is saying, ‘I 


| am dangerous.’ People may think that 


this is a male fantasy projected onto 


| women. I don’t think so. I think that a 
lot of women like this idea because it 
| gives them power.” 


| Motherly love 
| 1 years ago: 


November 4, 1988 
Steve Vineberg reviewed The Good 
Mother, the film version of Sue 
Miller’s novel, and credited Diane 
Keaton with salvaging a “wet dishrag” 
of a character. 





00 ws 


MAMA MIA! Diane Keaton played 


| a mother whose sexuality got her in 


hot water. 


“It’s true that she fills out Miller’s 


stick-figure heroine by lending her hu- 


mor, schoolgirlish charm . . . and an 
attentiveness with Molly [her daugh- 


| ter] that recalls her glowing scenes 


with children in Shoot the Moon and 
Mrs. Soffel. It’s true that her discon- 


| nectedness and then her grief over los- 
| ing her daughter seem so full and un- 


guarded that you feel like you’re 
eavesdropping; like the neighbor who 
witnesses Anna’s confusion after she 
learns Brian is bringing a custody suit 
against her, you may fight the urge to 
look away. But what Keaton offers 


| that’s unlike anything you’ve seen 


from other American actresses is her 


| directness in addressing Anna’s sexu- 


ality. It’s as though she’d returned to 
the WASP princess in Annie Hall and 
burrowed underneath her.” 











The Clay’s the thing 
1 Beas ago: 
November 8, 1983 

Carolyn Clay’s theater reviews are 
eloquent and entertaining — even if 
you've never seen the play she’s writ- 
ing about. This letter to the editor 
shared our high opinion. 

“Clay is a literary 
pyrotechnician. . . . In one big breath, 
her sentences span centuries of pop 
(and less-popular) culture, and her 
silver-punned prose is well-nigh stun- 
ning. The hack-men of the Times — 
on either coast — could learn loads 
from her eminently readable style. 
And what’s more, such lively lines as 
hers could play a vital role in reviving 
interest in drama: just when you 
thought it was safe to go back to the 
movies, you find that the theater is not 
really dead. Nor is the printed word. 
Therefore rejoice.” 


No hard feelings? 
20 years ago: 
November 7, 1978 

Eager to boost membership by cre- 
ating a peaceful image, the Ku Klux 
Klan came to Boston to woo some 
former targets: Catholics. Phil Pri- 
mack discussed the white-supremacist 
group’s tactics. 





FRIENDS LIKE THESE? 7he 
KKK sought unlikely allies in 
Boston’s Catholics. 

“The idea of a Catholic Klansman is 
almost as hard to accept as the KKK’s 
claim that it is nonviolent. But the 
Klan is clearly trying to clean up its 
act. ‘We’re slowly but surely being ex- 
onerated of crimes we've been accused 
of,’ [Imperial Wizard] Bill Wilkinson 
says, adding that the FBI was respon- 
sible for many of them. ‘We are a non- 
violent organization,’ he insists — 
though he quickly adds, ‘The Klan will 
return any attacks against it.’ ” 


Oldies, not goodies 
2 4] years ago: 
November 6, 1973 
Ben Gerson thought David Bowie's 
Pinups was a poor, last-ditch effort to 
be a ‘60s phenomenon in the ’70s. 


“Bowie is the man who is single- 
handedly in the ’70s aspiring to the 








DAVID BOWIE’S Pinups was a 
self-indulgent digression. 


kind of pop eminence — not just fan 
hysteria, but genuine cultural leader- 
ship — that was possible in the *60s. 
Obviously, recording an album of 
eight-year-old songs is hardly the way 
to get there; Pinups must be seen as a 
digression, a venture into sentimental- 
ity and self-indulgence. . . . He has re- 
sorted, like any ordinary, frustrated, 
adolescent would-be star, to perform- 
ing the hits in front of his mirror.” 


Arkin’s silent accents 
3 years ago: 
November 6, 1968 

Deac Rossell interviewed Alan 
Arkin, who had recently and impres- 
sively played a deaf-mute in the screen 
adaptation of 
alll : Carson 
ail ’ McCullers’s 
| The Heart is 
a Lonely 
Hunter. 

“If a critic is§ 
going to talk § 
about films 4 
like The Rus- 
sians are 
Coming, the 
Russians are 
Coming, Wait 
Until Dark, 
and The Heart is a Lonely Hunter, then 
he must talk about acting, and about 
Alan Arkin. Each of the above films 
was made with Hollywood's usual at- 
tention to craft and easy stylelessness. 
Yet each film had a central element that 
helped raise it above the level of most 
film entertainment: the gesture, pause, 
and total character impersonation of 
Alan Arkin.” 





ALAN ARKIN: at 
the top of his 
profession. 





Where are they now? 

Carolyn Clay is the theater editor of 
the Boston Phoenix. Steve Vineberg is a 
freelance arts writer for the Boston 
Phoenix and a theater professor at the 
College of the Holy Cross. Deac Rossel 
works for the British Film Institute. 
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WE HATE OLD BEERS, 
AND WE'VE BEEN AROUND SINCE 1876. 


i Aging products a ete, 2 
iU find th n&- other 


B Budweiser’s been 
around long enough 
to learn a few things 
about what makes 
a great tasting beer. 
Like the basic truth 
that fresh beer 
tastes better. Which 
is why Budweiser 
developed the 
Born On’ dating system, 

, so you know your 


beer iS fresh. 


http://www .budweiser.com 1998 ANHEUSER-BUSCH. INC. BREWERS OF BUDWEISER BEER. ST. LOUIS. MO 
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Mexican food 
that hits all 
the buttons 


Boyfriends fade. 
Recipes stay 
with us. 


Tap e-le [= 
fe felole | (tae fe) 
highbrow 






GEOFFREY KULA 
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urban buy 


Past perfect 


Abodeon’s highbrow take on kitsch 


UST WHEN IT seemed we'd seen more than enough 
“vintage” stores, with their studied shtick and self- 
consciously cool clientele, along comes a grown-up 


interpretation to reawaken our interest in old stuff. 
Open since the last 


day of September and 
located between Porter 
and Harvard Squares, 
Abodeon is owned and 
run by a transplanted 
Houston couple, Terry 
and Dale Anderson. 
Looking to start their 
own business, the pair 
initially conceived a 
“severe, serious” setting 
in which they could dis- 
play and sell the col- 
lectibles they’d accumu- 
lated over the years. 
Gradually, though, 
their goals became more elastic, and the result, as 
described in their mission statement, is a “ ‘laboratory’ 
for creative and interesting design” that sells a sur- 
prisingly broad range of used and vintage wares. 
The true selling point of the store is its austere, meticu- 
lously arranged environment. Arty but not quite artsy- 
fartsy, the store offers plenty of walking room (lessening 
the risk of costly stumbles), a disarmingly unpretentious 
staff, and a presentation far removed from the rough- 
and-tumble layouts of most vintage stores. Dale is a custom 
fumiture maker by trade, and Terry worked as a retail director 
at Houston's Museum of Fine Arts for 13 years; their combined 
efforts create an airy exhibit of meticulously cared-for pieces. 
Currently about 95 per- 
cent of the goods are old 
(some used, some not), 
and about half come 
from the Andersons’ pn- 
vate collection. The 


and acquaintances who offer 
unusual finds for the Andersons’ 
appraisal. Objects available range 
from '20s Bakelite jewelry to ‘50s 
furniture to '60s kitchen appliances to a recently acquired 
Ba Congo fetish figure from Zaire ($1800). More than 5000 LPs 
are on sale (Clash lead singer Joe Strummer recently came in 
and bought more than $600 worth), vintage clothing fills a cor- 
ner of the store, and an untold number of smaller and miscella- 
neous knickknacks clog every available surface. Specific desir- 
ables include a 60s chrome bubble-bulb lamp ($375), a vintage 
Fairbanks scale ($125), a '50s Harley-Davidson hat ($195), and 
an alligator-skin handbag from Havana ($550). And to satisfy 
the budget-conscious (and the shticky) crowd, there are items 
like Slinky bracelets ($15), vintage bowling-ball bags ($22 to 


While browsing, keep an eye out for the resident 
Chihuahua, Zoie, who greets visitors with initial disdain fol- 
lowed by unchecked exuberance. Describing the dog's 
behavior with customers, Dale insists that he’s “very good, 
and getting better. Just like me.” 

Abodeon, located at 1731 Mass Ave, in Cambridge, is open 
Monday through Saturday from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., and on 
Sunday from noon to 5 p.m. Call (617) 497-0137. 

— Meaghan Agnew 


MINT VINTAGE, clockwise from top: chrome bubble-bulb 
lamp ($375); employee Carolyn Pomeroy with bowling-ball 
bags ($22 to $28); ’50s Harley-Davidson hat ($195); alligator- 
skin handbag ($550); and an early-’60s popcorn popper, 
which just sold for $45. The freezer units in the large photo 
contain hi-fi equipment; the former cold room behind them 


PHOTOS BY ILENE PERLMAN 


remaining objects for 
sale come from friends 


moon signs 


HE FOLK NAMES for 

the November 4 full 

moon (Blood Moon, 
Hunter’s Moon) suggest that our 
antecedents regarded this moon 
as a time to inventory supplies 
and get more if need be. We 
modern folk might be tempted to 
ipdate this tradition by taking 
stock of personal relations dur- 
ng this time. This week, the 
moon moves through verbal 
Gemini, emotional Cancer, and 
attention-seeking Leo. (You folks 
with winter birthdays might feel 
pulled in a dozen different direc- 
tions.) Oh, and check to see if 
the horns of the last-quarter 
moon on Wednesday are sharp 
— if so, dry weather ahead. 

— Symboline Dai 


Thursday, November 5 


Waning moon in Gemini. 
C) By the close of the 
workday you might feel 


exhausted, having heard or been 
the agent of a ton of useless chat- 
ter. If you're in a business where 
maniacal verbal jousting is an 
essential part of the process 
(lawyer, auctioneer, DJ), this could 
be a great day for you. 
Sagittarians, avoid arguments. 


Friday, November 6 


Waning moon in Gemini. 
C) Moon is squaring Mars. 
The challenge today is 


venting anger constructively: try 
not to create another crater, and 
watch defensiveness. Gems, 
Sags, Virgos, and Pisces need to 
be handled with kid gloves. 


Saturday, November 7 
Waning moon in Cancer. If yester- 


$28), and original ’60s Optiray tinted glasses ($25). 


day had arguments 
() aplenty, you can spend 
today either (a) brooding 


over those angry words or (b) 
engrossed in domestic bustle. Or 
at the salon, if you want your hair 
to grow back quickly. Pisces and 
Scorps can endow harmony, but 
will we let them? 


Sunday, November 8 


Waning moon in Cancer. 
If you’re invited, go to the 
party. If not, improve your 


home with a small, decorative 
idea. If you're in love, stay hori- 
zontal. (If you're a Taurus or 
Virgo, be patient.) 


Monday, November 9 


Waning moon in 
Cancer/Leo. Moon 
. moves into fiery Leo after 


five-ish, so that business dinner 
might be lively. But stay away 


houses a record collection. 


from the personal. Now is not the 
time to say exactly what you think 
(especially Scorps and Taureans). 


Tuesday, November 10 


Waning moon in Leo. 
(D Use e-mail and short 
phone calls more than 


usual today — decisions get 
made quickly and efficiently as 
long as you move on to the next 
item. Impulse to wait for results 
will backfire — keep moving. Take 
a lesson from a Sag, Aries, or Leo 
on this. 


Wednesday, November 11 


Waning moon in Leo, 
last quarter. impulses to 
protect loved ones com- 


mendable but dangerous. Make 
sure they want you to look out for 
them, or that the intervention is 
long in the planning. Late-birthday 
Aquarians could save the day. @ 


Key to Moon Signs 


Beyond what you read at left, you can 
also watch for conjunctions and 
oppositions. When the moon moves into 
your sun sign (a conjunction), you can 
expect increased clarity, possible excess of 
drama, and a boost in confidence. When 
the moon moves into the sun sign 
opposite yours (see below), expect to have 
difficulties dealing with the opposite sex, 
family members, or authority figures; this is . 
not a good time for social or romantic 
activities. The moon stays in each sign 
approximately two and a half days. 

When the moon is in Libra, it opposes 
Aries, and vice versa. The other 
oppositions are Taurus/Scorpio, 
Geminiv/Sagittarius, Cancer/Capricom, 
Leo/Aquarius, and Virgo/Pisces. 

For Symboline Dai’s sun-sign 
horoscopes, visit our Web site at 
http:/Avww.bostonphoenix.com, 


Symboline Dai can be reached at 
symboline @ aol.com. 

















OUT THERE 


Our exes may fade from memory, but their cooking tips live on 


Seasoned with time 


BY CLEA SIMON 


T WAS MARK, during our brief fling, who got me in 

the habit of flossing every night. He insisted on it, and 

even made me buy unwaxed floss to replace the 
waxed, minted kind that had sat, unused and dusty, in my 
medicine cabinet for months. At the time, I took his inter- 
est as a sign of caring. Before long I was to learn that my 
gums meant no more to him than I did. But I’ve been 
flossing ever since. 

And it was Bruce, as I remember, who taught me how 
to prepare eggplant, how to score and salt it and weigh it 
down over a mound of paper towels for at least an hour 
before cooking it. He took great care in showing me how 
deep the cuts should be and how long the wet veggie 
should drain. He even stocked my pantry with kosher salt 
so that I could grill eggplant on my own fire-escape 
hibachi, the way he did. Bruce left me for his intern, I 
think. At least that’s what my friends reported. All I know 
for sure is that one night he called from his office to say 
he wasn’t coming over as planned. He was never coming 
over again. At the time, I was brokenhearted. These days, 
I can barely remember what he looked like. His grilled 
eggplant, however, remains in my repertoire. 

I could go on, 
recalling the 
boyfriend who 
really taught me 
about steak, or the 
one who finally 
enlightened me 
about the lubricat- 
ing uses of pasta- 
cooking water. 
(I’m talking about 
cooking, mind 
you.) But maybe I 
don’t have to. 
More and more, 
I’m learning, we all 
have such stories 
— a collection of 
tricks, shopping 
tips, and habits 
that we’ve picked 
up in our romantic 
adventures. One 
colleague, for 
example, told me 
about what hap- 
pened when she 
first found herself 
attracted to bike 
racers. She dated a 
long-distance rider 
for the better part of one spring, only to find that he pre- 
ferred the discipline of the two-wheeler to the normalcy 
of a relationship. Her next mate didn’t last quite as long 
before she derailed him, not wanting his inability to com- 
mit to leave her stranded in the gutter of love. Right now, 
she’s not seeing anyone. But her adventures on the bike 
path of life have not been for nothing: because of her 
choice in men, she has a 50-mile-a-week habit and thigh 
muscles I would kill for. 


VEN MY own partner, cooking mate of my life, 

admitted to me that not that long ago he got a call 
from a woman with whom he used to live. I started to get 
jealous, but then he revealed that she had called to 
inquire about hamburger. She remembered that when 
they had shopped together he had always steered her 
away from the “extra lean,” but she couldn’t recall why 
— or what he had recommended in its place. For her, the 
taste of his burgers had outlasted the years of separation. 

Which all makes me wonder: what exactly makes up 

our relationships? When we’re in the heat of their 
kitchens, all we feel is the steam of passion, all we taste is 
the sweetness of love. Later, it’s the bitterness of jealousy 
and the final saltiness of tears when our unions melt like 
so much Crisco in the pan. No matter which side of the 
breakup we’re on, we feel some pain — or, at least, a 
guilty sort of relief — when our couplehood ends. And 
we tell ourselves, swear to our friends, and remind our 
exes in innumerable late-night phone calls that we will 





DAVID SIPRESS 





paperback. 


not forget the special times. But no matter how hotly our 
ardor once burned, the memories of the lovemaking do 
eventually fade. That restaurant where you first looked at 
each other moon-eyed in the candlelight becomes a bar- 
becue joint. The song that once put words and a tune to 
your unspeakable passion turns up on a Rhino collection 
of campy oldies. And you move on. 

So was all for naught, all those tears and thigh-high 
stockings wasted? Should we all just give up and stay in, 
waiting until we are either too old to care or so desperate 
that instead of seeking our souls’ partners we will answer 
one of those “marriage-minded gentlepersons” ads and 
immediately settle down? Is there any reason to continue 
dating and mating, breaking our hearts and our New 
Year’s resolutions, if our liaisons are not only short-lived, 
but our memories of them fleeting as well? 


OME WOULD say, Give up. Some would argue that, 
with romance such a short-lived thing, there is little | 
point in going out there, in continuing to try fora perma- | 
nent connection. Why make the effort and face the pain? | 
But summing up my history, patchwork as it is, I have | 
| 


come to the opposite conclusion. After all, I’m happily 





partnered now. And just maybe that has been made possi- 
ble by my checkered past. No, I’m not talking about how | 
I supposedly learned patience and gratitude at the hands | 
of various quick-talking cads and leather-clad jerks. I do 
not mean the usual lessons of love and forbearance that 
your well-meaning friends point to when you’re sobbing 

in the pillow and they’re hiding all the sharp objects. I 
mean, maybe we are who we are today because of all the 
silly little lessons we’ve picked up along the way, includ- 

ing the secret of slicing flank steak and the best way to 

get to 1-93. Maybe it’s these skills, learned from our exes, 
that helped turn us into the mysterious, multifaceted, and 
ultimately fascinating people we are today. Not that hon- 
eyboy’s secret marinade will be the key to securing a hun- 
gry mate, exactly, but perhaps your wizardry with the 
toolbox will lend you a certain worldly allure — one that 
you couldn’t have assumed with your makeup kit 10 

years ago. 

And so no matter how much of a jerk that ex was, you 
needn’t really worry. Five years from now, or even two, his 
voice won’t make you tear up. And you will be able to make | 
his mother’s onion soup for your next love. Because if years 
in the trenches have taught us anything, it’s this: it’s not the 
heartache we remember, it’s the recipes. % 


Clea Simon’s first book, Mad House: Growing Up in 
the Shadow of Mentally III Siblings, is now a Penguin 
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THE STRAIGHT DOPE. 








BY CECIL ADAMS 


) 


Why aren’t seat belts mandatory in all school buses: 
Kestil6 
Via America Online 


When I first considered this question, the words natural 
selection inexplicably bobbed to mind. Upon examination, 
however, the main factors turn out to be safety and expense. I 
leave it for you to decide which one is more important to the 
people in charge. 

Their ungainly appearance might suggest otherwise, but 
school buses are actually pretty safe. On average only 11 chil- 
dren are killed in school-bus wrecks each year, compared to 
the 5500 who die in accidents involving other vehicles. On a 
per-vehicle-mile basis, the school-bus fatality rate is one- 
seventh that of other passenger vehicles. 

Several factors account for the good record. School buses 
are taller and heavier than most other vehicles and generally 
travel at moderate speeds. In a collision, high seatbacks pre- 
vent kids from being thrown great distances, and impact- 
absorbing materials soften the blow. 

The question remains controversial, however. High seat- 
backs don’t help much when a bus is hit from the side or rolls 
over, and some people think more should be done. The 
national Parent-Teacher Association, for example, has called 
for seat belts on new buses. The federal government recently 
began a two-year investigation of school-bus safety that will 
likely result in new precautions. According to Education Week, 
more than two dozen state legislatures have considered 
mandatory seat-belt laws over the years, although only New 
York and New Jersey currently have them. 

Seat belts wouldn’t necessarily make buses safer. On the 
contrary, some believe that they would increase the number of 
serious injuries. Shoulder harnesses aren’t practical in buses 
as currently designed, and lap belts are likely to cause more 
head and abdominal injuries because in a collision the wearer 
is jerked forward from the waist. 

Then we get into the cost-benefit analysis. At $1800 a bus, 
outfitting the 440,000 school buses in the US would cost 
nearly $800 million — and when the annual death toll is only 
11, how much lower can you go, realistically? 

Given that three times as many fatalities occur when stu- 
dents exit or enter buses, some think that money might be bet- 
ter spent educating the all-too-oblivious public that when the 
school bus’s stop sign swings out, it means you. 


Why do we feel hot and cold at the same time when we're 
sick? 
Shannon Gavin 
Lisle, Illinois 


This is a little complicated. Under normal circumstances 
your core body temperature is maintained at a constant level 
by a glandular control center called the hypothalamic thermo- 
stat. During a fever, bacteria and degenerating body tissue 
give off substances known as pyrogens, which somehow cause 
the hypothalamic thermostat to ratchet up a notch. A host of 
physiological mechanisms then kick in to elevate the body’s 
temperature, which usually takes several hours. At the outset 
the body is way colder than the hypothalamus wants it to be, 
so although you’re heating up, you feel cold, experiencing 
shivering, goose bumps, vasoconstriction of the skin (clammi- 
ness), etc. By and by, you reach fever temperature and the 
chills stop. When the fever breaks, the hypothalamic thermo- 
stat drops back to normal. You perspire, and because of the 
vasodilation your skin becomes flushed and hot, even though 
objectively you’re cooling off. Sound a little complicated? All I 
can tell you is, don’t sweat it. | 


Cecil Adams can deliver the Straight Dope on any topic. 
Write Cecil at the Boston Phoenix, 126 Brookline Avenue, 
Boston, MA 02215, or e-mail him at cecil@chicagoreader.com. 
Cecil’s latest compendium of knowledge, The Straight Dope 
Tells All, is available at bookstores everywhere. 


SLUG SIGNORINO 
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THE BRICK “volcanoes” in front of Boston Medical Center seem custom-made for skateboarding. But not everyone 
loves the sport: the taller volcano at rear has had new bricks sunk into its surface to discourage skaters. 








Rly RERUN 


O MANY PEOPLE, Boston is a city rich in 
history and tradition: the Boston Tea Par- 
ty, Old Ironsides, the Green Monster at 
Fenway Park. But to a select few — 
namely, the readers of Thrasher, the 
world’s most widely circulated monthly 
skateboarding magazine — Boston is 
the number-one city on the planet for 
the daredevil sport that has been used to 
market phone cards, sodas, and dozens of 
other innocuous products as “extreme.” 
What makes Boston — a city where you 
can’t roll 15 feet without hitting a crack — 
such a prime spot for street skating? 
Understand that skaters look at the world 
differently from everyone else. As one skater 





LET’S GO C-BOWLING: the 1 2-foot-deep public pool near the Alewife T 
may be the nastiest, deepest skatable pool in the country. After rainstorms, 
local skaters bail it out by hand — or bring an electric pump. 


Words and photos by Geoffrey Kula 


I know put it, they view the world through 
“skate goggles”: they see every piece of 
Colonial architecture or marble sculpture as 
a canvas for self-expression. Boston’s con- 
centration of ledges, stairs, handrails, gaps, 
pipes, planters, curb cuts, and loading 
docks — the features most pedestrians pass 
by every day without thinking twice — is 
what makes the city a magnet for four- 
wheeled thrill-seekers. 

This is a city you can literally skate across 
in a day without getting winded (unlike Los 
Angeles, where it’s not unusual for skate- 
boarders to drive for more than an hour just 
to skate a plastic picnic table or a ledge at a 
schoolyard). So a tour of all the city has to 
offer is an entirely feasible proposition. But 
beyond that, it’s precisely Boston’s apparent 
faults — crowded brick and cobblestone 
sidewalks, streets buckled and cracked by 
harsh winters — that make the city the best. 
Skating Boston’s quirky obstacles isn’t easy: 
you’ve got to work extra hard for your 
tricks, and the harder you work, the better 
you become. 

I’ve been a skateboarder for more than a 
dozen years, spending months in cars, vans, 
buses, trains, and planes; in hotels; and on 
strange beds, couches, and floors, all in the 
pursuit of the pleasure four wheels and sev- 
en plies of maple can bring. I have evaded 
law-enforcement officials across America 
(but oddly enough, never in Europe or 
Canada). Several years ago, | left a full-time 
job at a major metropolitan daily for a ca- 
reer as a photographer for Transworld 
Skateboarding. Since then, skateboarding 
has taken me to 47 of the 48 contiguous 
United States, three Canadian provinces, a 
dozen European countries, and China. 

But after every journey, | come back to 


Boston. I miss the feeling of being able to 
step outside my front door into the peculiar 
challenges of the city. 


The spots 


Like every other city in America, Boston 
is full of skateboarding’s stock obstacles: 
handrails, stairs, ledges, and so on. But a 
few unique spots have their own reputations 
among skaters, and their own names. “Tur- 
tles,” for instance, is the MDC playground 
in Brighton between Soldiers Field Road 
and the Charles River. The rolling concrete 4 
banks around the playground are perfect for 
soulful carves, and as a runway for skaters 
looking to launch themselves over the ce- 
ment tubes located at the far end of the i 
park. Turtles has seen skateboarding’s pop- § 
ularity peak and wane more than once, and * 
its worn-down surfaces are a testimony to 
its longevity. Some local riders are currently 
giving the place a face-lift, cementing cracks 
in the battered asphalt. There is also spo- 
radic talk about further construction, per- 
haps in time for Sloppy Sam’s ever-tentative 
semiannual Turtles Skate 
Jam/Barbecue/Product Giveaway. 

Other local landmarks include “Metals,” 
the rusty piece of public sculpture at the 
corner of Merrimac and New Chardon 
Streets, whose sturdy embankment provides z 
skaters with a good surface for their more 
technical maneuvers. Metals has been 
moved since its glory days in the ’80s, when 
it was located closer to North Station; it’s 
now doubly difficult to skate due to the steel 
sculpture’s rock skirt and the fact that it’s 
elevated several inches above the ground. 

Down at the Roxbury end of Mass Ave, 


See SKATE, page 6 
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ANDY MacDONALD, now the X-Games champ at ramp 
skating (here shown in Providence), talked his teachers at 


Newton North into letting him skip gym and practice on 
the half-pipe at Cambridge’s Maximus skate park. 
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SKATE, from page 4 


the glorious, perfectly 

curved banks — transi- 

tions, in skatespeak — 

of the brick “volcanoes” 

in front of the Boston 
Medical Center (formerly 
Boston City Hospital) have 
drawn skaters from around 
the globe for more than a 
dozen years; they are so 
well suited to skat- 
ing it’s hard 
to 


BOSTON’S FIRST PRO was Jamahl Williams (left, and above jumping a planter in Missio 
“grew up in a rad city to skate in.” His sponsors originally wanted him to move to California, but Williams stayed put. 


imagine they were built for any other pur- 
pose. 

But maybe the area’s greatest local spot is 
the Cambridge swimming pool — the “C- 
Bowl” — located across the street from the 
Alewife T station. During the summer it’s a 
public pool, full of water and kids. But 
skaters look forward to its draining on La- 
bor Day: the empty pool, with its rounded 
corners and 12-foot deep end, has 10 feet 
of bumpy, hair-raising transition leading to 
two feet of vertical wall. Pool skating is 
probably as old as skateboarding itself, and 
the C-Bowl — one of the nastiest, bumpi- 
est, hugest pools in the country — has be- 
come a measuring stick of a great skate- 
boarder, like the Gonz gap in San Francis- 
co, the Love Park gap in Philadelphia, the 
Wallenburg Four, and the Tampa Wa- 
ter gap. After a rainstorm, when 
standing water makes the pool 
impossible to skate, disciples 
come armed with buckets 

(and even the occasional 
electric pump) to bail it out. 
Why the zeal? Because 
it’s New England, and you 

never know when bad 
weather will make the 
pool unskatable for the 
rest of the season. This 


fuels a sense of urgen- 
cy, driving local 
skaters to push them- 
selves to the limit at 
every available op- 
portunity. The one 
day in December 
when it’s 45 de- 
grees out, kids will 
skate through a 
dry riverbed of 
sidewalk in a snow- 
bank valley, rush- 
ing to a section of 
pavement that’s 
free of salt and 
sand. For them, 
winter has momen- 
tarily been put on 


hold. 


continuous uncertainty 
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The indoor pro 


Eventually winter forces even the hardiest 
skaters, like the early settlers, indoors. They 
head to the Maximus skate park in Cam- 
bridge, Eight Ball skate park in Bellingham, 
and Underground Snowboards on Comm 
Ave, where an assortment of Masonite-cov- 
ered ramps — varying in height, grade, and 
curvature — await. 

For years, Maximus was the winter home 
of 24-year-old Andy MacDonald, a Boston- 
area native who took first place at this year’s 
ESPN X-Games in vert, or ramp, skating, 
on the event’s 12-foot-tall \/-shaped ramp. 
(MacDonald also took first place in vert 
doubles, with partner Tony Hawk, and sec- 
ond place in street skating.) 

“Before Maximus,” he says, reminiscing 
about his teen days in Melrose, “all my 
friends and I had to skate were the ramps 
we built in our driveways and back yards. In 
the winter, we’d stack plywood on top of 
snow banks and skate those.” During those 
dark, cold months, MacDonald and pals 
would have to shovel off their ramps if they 
wanted to skate. “Sometimes, though, we’d 
light the flatbottom on fire to melt the ice 
and dry off the ramp,” he admits. “We also 
had a spare set of boots handy on the flat, 
because if your board flew off into the snow, 
you didn’t want your skate shoes to get 
wet.” 

“I grew up skating on an eight-foot-high, 
eight-foot-wide ramp, and then I went to 
Maximus, which was nine feet high and 
twenty-four feet wide, and I just thought it 
was the hugest ramp in the world,” he says. 
Now MacDonald regularly skates at the 
YMCA in Encinitas, California, whose vert 
ramp measures 80 feet wide and reaches 
heights of up to 15 feet. 

As a senior at Newton North High 
School, MacDonald arranged to practice his 
tricks on Maximus’s half-pipe in lieu of gym 
class. While others did pushups, played vol- 
leyball, and wrestled, MacDonald took the 
one-hour train ride into the city every day to 
skate the park until closing time. During a 
visit to California over his senior-year spring 
break, MacDonald fell in love with the 
Golden State’s sun, surf, and sand; shortly 
after graduating, he left New England for 

_ good. Not only was it easier to turn pro in 
California, it was also easier to live. “After 
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HISTORIC OCCASION: no one had ever seen two skaters on a handrail before 
Charlie Wilkins (front) and Mike Bell executed this trick at a local university known 
for a few technological advances of its own. 






“The West Coast has always had a lock 
on the sport because that’s where the in- 
dustry and magazines are based,” he adds. 
Williams — now a scholarship student at 
the Museum of Fine Arts School — would 
like to see more manufacturers on this side 
of the continent, and eventually a self-sus- 
taining East Coast industry. He is an ar- 
dent supporter of companies from this re- 


18 years, I had had enough of having my 
hair freeze on the way to school. .. . I 
couldn’t resist being able to wake up and 
put on a T-shirt and shorts every day.” 

This past April he bought a house in 
Ocean Beach, where he estimates he has 
spent fewer than 10 days so far. Since April, 
MacDonald’s itinerary has included two 
tours of Europe; separate trips to Germany, 
England, Sweden, Hol- 
land, Italy, Spain, and 
France; a weeklong stay 
in Japan to film a com- 
mercial for Honda; a US 
tour; and a two-week trek 
through Australia. Last 
week he and his team- 
mates were at Skater’s Is- ° 
land skate park in New- 
port, Rhode Island, the 
first stop of the East i 
Coast tour MacDonald is 
on with his clothing spon- 
sor, Split. “It’s not neces- 
sary to move out west to 
make it as a professional 
skateboarder,” MacDon- 
ald concedes, “but it’s 
much easier.” 
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The pioneer 

Five years ago, at age 
19, Jahmal Williams be- 
came the first Boston 
skater to turn pro. “I 
grew up in a rad city to 
skate in,” he says. “Ev- 
erything’s close enough 
together that it’s man- 
ageable, and I could just 
walk out my door and do 
it. Spots like Boston City 
Hospital, the Financial 
District, Turtles — the 
whole city pretty much 
helped me become what { 
I am.” : 

When he turned pro, 
Williams faced the 
dilemma every skate- 
boarder outside of California faces: 
whether or not to head west. “My spon- 
sors wanted me to move out to California, 
but I was wary about leaving my friends 
and family behind, and I would have 
missed the security that comes with the 
familiarity of my surroundings.” 


ae 


gion; his board sponsor, Infamous, is 
based in New York, and he credits the 
now-defunct New York—based skateboard 


“Maybe things would have been better if I 
moved out there,” he muses. But times have 
changed, and California and success aren’t 
automatically synonymous anymore. “I’ve 
seen people I grew up with skating who have 
moved out there and found success. Now 
it’s a little different; more people are staying 
put and turning pro. When I was younger, 
you'd hear about guys from the East Coast, 
then they’d just up and move to Cali.” 





manufacturer Shut Skates with keeping 
him going in the ’80s. “Shut’s existence 
made me amped to skate because these 
guys were from the East Coast,” he says. 
“It gave me motivation to continue and 
progress, because I didn’t have to look to 
California to see guys in the magazines. 
These guys were people who were going 
through the same things I was, and I could 
relate to them more.” 


The parkless pro 
“Il remember [in the mid-’80s] my older 
brother and I would come into the city from 

the suburbs and we'd go skate around the 
city,” says Charlie Wilkins, a 23-year-old 
professional skater who lives downtown. “It 
was like going to a ski resort, in that the city 
was our own private playground. ... We 
went to Boston because that’s where the 
skating was to be had.” 

As a skateboarder who grew up in town, 
Wilkins is now living out his childhood 
dream: free equipment is delivered to his 
door, and he makes a living being pho- 
tographed and filmed doing tricks. But un- 
like most of the city’s athletes, he has no 
public practice ground. Among all the bas- 
ketball courts, tennis courts, and baseball di- 
amonds his tax dollars pay for, there exists 
not one public skate park. As a result, 
Wilkins spends half his day skating and the 
other half getting driven off private property. 

“We need a public park,” he says, “be- 
cause skating in Boston is becoming such a 
hassle. I love skating here, but now it’s so 
frustrating trying to get my job done. Every 
time I start warming up somewhere, | get 
kicked out. I consider myself a professional 
athlete, and I wonder how many other pro- 


fessional athletes get verbally abused at the 
sport they do.” 


Skateboarders and security guards play 
an endless game of cat and mouse. Neither 
side can win for long: skaters will always re- 
turn to a great spot, and security will always 
be right there to bust them. 

“When we get kicked out of spots, people 
always tell us to go somewhere else — but 
there’s nowhere to go,” Wilkins says. 

In California, ground was broken on 64 
public skate parks this year. Australia seems 
to have a skate park on every beach; Van- 
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couver, British Columbia, has more than 15 


city-run concrete parks within 20 minutes 
of downtown. Cambridge has only the pri 
vately owned Maximus, which costs $5 to 
$10 per day to skate, plus additional fees to 
rent the obligatory safety equipment; Bos- 
ton has only the cramped, crowded (albeit 
free) facility at Underground Snowboards. 
Building a public skate park won't allevi- 
ate all the city’s problems 
promise that once Boston builds a park no 
skater will ever hit a handrail downtown 
but it would be a step in the right direction, 
a sign of understanding if nothing else. 
Wilkins and his skateboarder roommates 
have been talking with city officials about 
building a public skate park in Boston, 
though the talks seemed to have reached a 
standstill recently. Perhaps they should save 
some time and go the route of skateboard- 
ers in Portland, Oregon, and Philadelphia, 
who took it upon themselves to clean up 
and modify unused land under highway 
overpasses. Officials let the skaters run the 
resulting parks — Burnside, in Portland, 
and the FDR skate park, in Philadelphia - 
as free outdoor facilities. As part of their 
deal with the city, skateboarders oversee 
and are responsible for keeping these areas 


no one could 
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AT ‘TURTLES,’ where Mike Bell grabs big air on a recent fall day, skaters make their own improvements to the MDC’s 
original construction. Notice the smooth new cement footing on the bump at right. 


clean, safe, drug-free, and inoffensive to 
their neighbors. 

Even without a park, Boston suits Wilkins 
fine for now. Freezing his ass off during the 
winter for skateboarding means something. 

“I chose to stay on the East Coast, in part, 
because of my roots and because skating here 
is more genuine,” he says. “Here, it’s not 
[about] one-upping your peers; it’s [about] 
skating well . . . and that’s its own reward.” 


Geoffrey Kula can be reached at 
ggkula@aol.com. 
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“Eating 
well 

gives 

a 
spectacular 


joy 


ce) 


life.” 


—Elsa Schi ip irelli 
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French Food « Rai 





RESTAURANT 


C 
yY 


35 Stanhope Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
617.262.2323 


No Ketchup, No Mustard 
No Mayo! 


sWale 


Health food 
for the 


fast food junkie. 


aYleache 


& SMOOTHIE JOINT 


wears Ma Burrito’ 


BACK BAY 617 369 9087 - 137 Mass Ave (@ Boyl ) 

(@ ylston St.) Boston 
CLEVELAND CIRCLE 617 739 0340 - 
HARVARD SQUARE 617 354 5838 - 71 Mt Aub 
CATERING and SPECIAL FUNCTIONS 


1940 Beacon St Brighton 
urn St Cambridge 
617 421 9292 


ALLSTON'S FINEST 
20 POOL TABLES 


138 BRIGHTON AVE. 782-2020 
OPEN UNTIL 1AM 
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Boston 


ALLSTON/BRIGHTON 
BLUESTONE BISTRO, 1799 Comm Ave, 
Brighton, 254-8309. $5-$12. Pick your 
own pizza ingredients (peppers, mush- 
rooms, prosciutto, wa/nuts?), or split a sal- 
ad and one of the eclectic pasta dishes. 
The room is small, buzzing, and pretty 
stylish for Brighton; there's beer on tap, 
but no bar. BR Sat. and Sun., 10 a.m. to 2 


p.m. 
CHEF CHOY’S HOUSE, 354 Chestnut 
Hill Ave. (Cleveland Circle), 566-2275. $4- 
$10. Not a top-notch Mandarin-Szechuan 
restaurant, but a big step up for Cleveland 
Circle. Go for the steamed ravioli, spicy 
dishes, and General Gau's chicken. 
COMMON GROUND, 85 Harvard Ave., 
Allston, 783-2071. $5-$11. To go with a 
good pint of Guinness and nightly music, 
the kitchen at this Irish-themed bar turns 
out pub food from burgers to gourmet piz- 
zas — not to mention a mean plate of 
sweet-potato fries 

DUCKY WOK, 122-126 Harvard Ave., 
Allston, 782-8868. $7-$11. Elegant 
enough for third dates, yet loaded with 
Chinese seafood dishes and Vietnamese 
specialties so good you won't mind finish- 
ing up alone. The only casual thing about 
Ducky Wok is the silly name. Watch for 
nightly specials from the live seafood 
tanks, and don't miss the Vietnamese 
shrimp salad, stir-fried pea stems, crispy 
roast duck, chicken with lemon grass, 
even bowls of pho (beef noodle soup). 
And for dessert, a heavenly avocado 
smoothie. 

GRASSHOPPER, 1 North Beacon St., All- 
ston, 254-8883. $7-$12. Vegan dining 
reaches new heights of elegance and ex- 
cellence in this Chinese-Vietnamese 
restaurant entirely without meat stock, fish 
sauce, oyster sauce, or shrimp paste 
Don't miss vegi-“beef” with Chinese broc- 
coli, the vegetarian dumplings, spicy curry 
lemongrass anything, or the “house nest” 
of fresh fried taro with five kinds of fake 
meat and just as many real vegetables. 
NORTH EAST BREWING CO., 1314 
Comm Ave, Aliston, 566-6699. $11-$17. 
At last, a brewpub with both solid ales — 
even the light ones are clean-tasting — 
and delectable food. Especially the 
Nor'Easter Pale Ale and the crabcakes, 
the roast chicken, the greens salad, and 
the tall-foodiest, most postmodem choco- 
late ecstasy that ever was. Dark, so wear 
what you like. CF In the bar area and the 
lounge. Cigars for sale. BR Sun., 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. with live jazz. 

PHO HOA, 46 Harvard Avenue, Brighton, 
787-4585. $4-$12. A valuable alternative 
to the nearby Pho Pasteur for vast, 
exquisite, cheap bowls of beef-based noo- 
die soups, here featuring more than 21 
versions, and an unusually good chicken 
soup as well. Chicken in lemongrass leads 
the rice and noodle platters. 

RANGOLI, 129 Brighton Ave., Alliston, 
562-0200. $5-$10. Something new to this 
area — South Indian food (generally spici- 
er, more fried, and more vegetarian than 
the more familiar North Indian dishes). 
The dishes are so individualistically fla- 
vored that it’s like Indian cuisine in Techni- 
color. Especially the crunchy-sweet 
samosa-bhel, the satisfying pav bhaji, 
masala dosa, and idli-sambhar. You can 
also fall back on the familiar tandoori dish- 
es, vindaloo, chaat, and such. 

ROGGIE’S BREW AND GRILLE, 356 
Chestnut Hill Ave. (Cleveland Circle), 
Brighton, 566-1880. $6-$14. An inexpen- 
Sive, superfilling bar and grill with 20 beers 
on tap and a crowd that’s hipper than 
you'd expect for Cleveland Circle. Fajitas, 
steak tips, and the like come in monstrous 
portions; diners more disceming than hun- 
gry should look to the raw bar and the 
very nice Greek-style grilled seafood. BR 
Daily, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

TASCA, 1612 Comm Ave, 730-8002. $10- 
$16. Our advice is to stick to tapas (bar 
snacks) in what looks more like a sit-down 
dining room than the kind of loud tapas 
bar Spaniards call a tasca. Good Spanish 
wine list, so have a fino and some fried 
calamares, and enjoy 

UVA, 1418 Comm Ave, 566-5670. $8- 
$16. A happening trattoria with a way-cool 
wine list. Superb antipasti and desserts. 
Try the grilled entrées, or custom-build 
your own pizza or dish of homemade pas- 
ta. 

WONDER BAR, 186 Harvard Avenue, All- 
ston (617) 351-2665. $4-$9. The echt-All- 
ston crowd may never love this outpost of 
Newbury Street polish, but it’s their loss — 
the former Bunratty's is now a civilized 
(and cheap) place for a drink and a bite. 
The food's good (mostly sandwiches and 
small dinners baked in terra-cotta pots), 
there's plenty of beer on tap (even though 


everyone around you is drinking martinis), 
and there's jazz at night. Warning: you 
won't get past the doorman in sneakers 


BACK BAY 
ANAGO, 65 Exeter St. (Lenox Hotel), 
Boston, 266-6222. $18-$32. A vastly ex- 
panded version of Cambridge’s old Anago 
Bistro, serving Italian-inspired food that 
makes up for in intensity what it lacks in 
restraint. The space is high-toned (and 
high-ceilinged) without being snooty, and 
the crowd is posh and very Financial Dis- 
trict 
ANGELO’S RISTORANTE, 575 Boylston 
St. (Copley Square), Boston, 536-4045. 
$12-$25. Vaulting right to the top of the 
Italian pile in the Back Bay, the smallish 
and very dressy Angelo’s skips the old 
clichés of red-sauce pasta and light North- 
ern Italian cooking for a clean, muscular 
style that embraces both grilled meats and 
rich sauces. Try roasted portobello mush- 
rooms over arugula, lobster bisque, and 
any of the grilled meats. CF After 10 p.m 
ARMANI CAFE, 214 Newbury St., 
Boston, 437-0909. $10-$29 (lunch, $7- 
$15). Elegant room, if you ignore the 
standing joke of waiters in rumpled Nehru 
jackets. Pretty good northern Italian food 
— especially the authentic risottos and the 
long list of desserts. You will, of course, 
want to dress up. 
AUJOURD'HUI, 200 Boylston St. (Four 
Seasons Hotel), Boston, 451-1392. $32- 
$44. Prix fixe tasting menus $52 (vegetari- 
an) and $70. Elegant food in an elegant 
setting with impeccable service — and a 
view rivaled only by that of the Ritz. Many 
consider this to be Boston's most romantic 
dining room, although the food may strike 
some as a little staid. BR Sun., 11:30 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. 
BACK BAY BREWING COMPANY, 755 
Boylston St., Boston, 424-8300. $7-$23. 
Quick off the blocks with its beer, this 
brewery-restaurant has culinary ambition, 
too. The bar menu is a standout, with nice 
sandwiches and a pretty serious cheese- 
burger (1 mean, shiitake mushrooms?). 
The pricier entrées are beautifully present- 
ed. BR Sat. and Sun., 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
BAJA MEXICAN CANTINA, 111 Dart- 
mouth St., Boston, 262-7575. $6-$12. 
Serves California Mexican food rather 
than “authentic” Mexican, but does so with 
spirit and skill. Most authentic Mexican 
restaurants, after all, don't have Baja’s 
wonderful “ultimate chocolate cake,” or its 
grilled salmon quesadilla, or a heavenly 
roasted garlic memela (close your eyes — 
it's pizza). BR Sat. and Sun., 11:30 a.m. 
to3 p.m. 
BIBA, 272 Boylston St., Boston, 426- 
7878. $14-$36. The restaurant all Boston 
keeps talking about, with a vivid combina- 
tion of bold décor and bolder food flavors. 
Ultra-trendy — fried food, strange food- 
stuffs, and familiar foods done as never 
before. Tremendous fun. CF In downstairs 
lounge. BR Sun., 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
BOMBAY CAFE, 175 Mass Ave, Boston, 
247-0555. $7-$16. A storefront with a 
good, standard menu, somewhat richer in 
seafood and fried foods than many, and 
with enough non-spicy dishes to satisfy 
parents from lowa. Anything made with 
chicken tikka will be good, as will shrimp 
samosas, stuffed nan, mint paratha, and 
tandoori shrimp. 
CACTUS CLUB, 939 Boylston St., 
Boston, 236-0200. $9-$12. Southwestern 
cuisine: enchiladas, fajitas, and other tra- 
ditional dishes. Lively bar scene. 
CAFE LOUIS, 234 Berkeley Street, 
Boston, (617) 266-4680. $16-$30. This 
tiny, excellent café at the famously exciu- 
sive clothing store Louis has bounced 
back from the loss of star chef Michael 
Schiow by totally retooling its menu — 
what was once precise and French is now 
wood-grilled and Italian. Swanky antipas- 
to, very nice pasta, mind-bending pizza. 
CALIFORNIA PIZZA KITCHEN, 800 
Boylston St., Boston, 247-0888. $6-$10. 
The food news is that hoisin duck and por- 
tobello pizza is here, and it's good. The 
trend report is that tiramisu is turing into 
cheesecake. The feature story is that two 
prosecutors figured out how to make a 
chain restaurant with nice service and 
good food. (Second location in Harvard 
Square, at 16-18 Eliot St., 492-0006.) 
THE CAPITAL GRILLE, 359 Newbury St., 
Boston, 262-8900. $13-$25. An upscale 
steakhouse with aged steaks almost as 
good as Morton's in a tonier atmosphere. 
Overpriced wines and underpriced 
desserts. Stick to the protein (great sword- 
fish, too) and salads, maybe the potatoes. 
CF 
CHANTERELLE, 226 Newbury St., 
Boston, 262-8988. $14-$19. Ambiance is 
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the story at this cuddly Upper Newbury 
date spot. Outstanding service and prop- 
erly executed, if conventional, French fare 
make this more a place for an anniversary 
than for a culinary adventure. 

CLIO, 370A Comm Ave (Eliot Hotel), 
Boston, 536-7200. $21-$32. Chef Ken 
Oringer is at the top of his game, with a 
cuisine of focused flavors and sculptural 
precision: foie gras, intense seared hang- 
er steak, scallops on a pedestal of salt. 
Maybe the best meal in the city right now. 
The distinguished, leopard-carpeted din- 
ing room couldn't be more different from 
the Eliot Lounge, which used to occupy 
this space. BR Sun., 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
COTTONWOOD CAFE, 222 Berkeley St., 
Boston, 247-2225. $15-$22 (lunch, $6- 
$10). Likable, stylish, inauthentic, popular 
Santa Fe bar with nouvelle NuMex food. 
Younger, livelier tone than the similar 
Porter Square branch. Good salads and 





desserts, fun fusions like “cowboy pot 
stickers,” Rocky Mountain lamb, Norma's 
Zuni roll. For traditional tastes, the chili 
and the black-bean torta are nice. CF in 
bar area. BR Sat. and Sun., 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m 

DIVISION 16, 955 Boylston St., Boston, 
353-0870. $11-$20. One of Boston's busi- 
est bars, popular for the late kitchen hours 
(1:30 a.m.), loud sounds, and hidden out- 
door patio in the warmer months. Menu is 
broad and generally American: burgers, 
margaritas, pasta. 

GYUHAMA, 827 Boylston St., Boston, 
437-0188. $5-$18. Vies with Ginza for the 
honor of best sushi in the city. The restau- 
rant side, with tables and a sushi bar and 
a few traditional screened-off rooms, fills 
up nightly with eamest sushi fans; the bar 
side, louder and smokier, is a pit stop for 
the the black-clad international under-25 


set. 

HSIN HSIN CHINESE NOODLE 
RESTAURANT, 25 Mass Ave, Boston, 
536-9852. $3-$7. A great little restaurant 
with a short menu full of clean, sharp fla- 
vors. Emphasizing soups and noodles, the 
menu draws from all regions, with a slight 
tendency toward the hot-and-spicy sea- 
sonings of the Southwest. Try the vast 
and delectable scallion pancake and the 
house-special pan-fried noodles. 

INDIA SAMRAAT, 5ia Mass Ave, 
Boston, 247-0718. $7-$11. Small, sparse- 
ly decorated, and running to small en- 
trées, but the chef has a firm hand on the 
standard curries and the condiment tray. 
Homemade cheese sparks the vegetarian 
list; lamb jalfrozie and chicken tikka 
masala for richly flavored sauces. Great 
tea. 

KASHMIR, 279 Newbury St., Boston, 
536-1695. $9-$17 (lunch, $4-$6). At last, 
an Indian restaurant as beautifully deco- 
rated and designed as the fancy Thai 
restaurants. Plenty of wham in the food, 
too, from the samosas and humble vege- 
tarian curries up to the tandoori rack of 
lamb, presented with the chops impaled 
on swords. As the name suggests, the 
strengths are tandoori (don’t miss the nan) 
and creamy sauces with real cilantro. CF 
In backroom smoking section. BR Sun., 
noon to 3 p.m. 

MIYAKO, 279a Newbury St., Boston, 236- 
0222. $11-$23. The strengths are service, 
sushi-by-the-piece, and a long list of un- 
usual appetizers and small plates. Vege- 
tarians have the most novel choices, but 
the familiar dishes are there, including a 
smoked-salmon cocktail served to look 
like sashimi. Minimalist blue-gray space 
rewards dressing up. 

MORTON'S, 1 Exeter Plaza (Boylston at 
Exeter), Boston, 266-5858. $13-$23. A 
modern reconstruction of a Chicago steak- 
house. One can smoke a cigar without ob- 
jections (even from us: the ventilation is 
excellent). Withal, a custom-aged porter- 
house steak of unimaginable flavor and 
tenderness. CF 

THE OTHER SIDE COSMIC CAFE, 407 
Newbury St. Ext., Boston, 536-9477. $4- 
$7. New Bohemian café with cheap West 
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Coast sandwiches (on terrific breads) and 
fresh juices, including “a dose of wheat- 
grass juice.” Homemade pie. Seattle 
soundtrack. 

PARISH CAFE, 361 Boyiston St., Boston, 
247-4777. $5-$9. At last, a bar with sand- 
wiches named after celebrities, where the 
celebrities can actually cook. Chefs, in 
fact. Boston's celebrity chefs designed 
some nifty sandwiches and salads, and a 
young staff makes them with top-shelf in- 
gredients. And serves them with some in- 
teresting American wines and world 
beers. A conversation-maker for people 
interested in food. CF After 8 p.m 
PIGNOLI, 79 Park Plaza, Boston, 338- 
7500. $12-$31. Second restaurant by Ly- 
dia Shire, of Biba, less expensive and 
more focused on Italian foods. The main 
strategy seems to be unusual morsels. 
The bread basket and pesto is glorious, 
and there are many excellent moments, 
especially in the starch departments. Ini- 
tially a younger, hipper crowd than the na- 
tionally famous Biba. 

THE RATTLESNAKE BAR, 384 Boylston 
St, Boston, 859-8555. $6-$14. Pan-Amer- 
ican food with a Caribbean accent. Dress 
fancy/casual and eat better than usual. CF 
Cigars for sale. BR Sun., 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. 

RESTAURANT ZINC, 35 Stanhope St., 
Boston, 262-2323. $17-$29. A glossy 
bistro whose menu updates a previous 
generation's New York French tradition for 
this generation's South End movers and 
shakers. Where else can you get an up- 
fight tureen of vichyssoise and a glisten- 
ing patty of steak tartare? None of it 
comes cheap, but the service is exem- 
plary and the kitchen is open till 1 a.m. 
SMALL PLANET BAR AND GRILL, 565 
Boylston St., Boston, 536-8993, 536- 
4477. $7-$16. More of a bar appealing to 
twentysomethings with good pizza, fried 
appetizers, and desserts like the power- 
chocolate “maniac brownie.” Stick with the 
quesadilla, fried conch, vegetable risotto, 
and blueberry-apple crumble. Postmodem 
décor works in pictures of Third World 
food production. CF In bar area. BR Sun., 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

SONSIE, 327 Newbury St., Boston, 351- 
2500. $7-$25. Wear your Newbury Street 
clothes, whatever those might be, to a fun, 
see-and-be-seen restaurant. Appetizers 
are often among the best things on the 
eclectic menu. Excellent bartenders who 
know how to mix a drink. Superior Sunday 
brunch and weekday, early-morning 
breakfast crowd. CF BR Sat., Sun., and 
Mon. holidays, 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
STEPHANIE'S, 190 Newbury St., Boston, 
236-0990. $14-$23. Bistro-style dining, 
with a menu that’s partly Italian (pizza, 
risotto, calamari) and partly American 
(steak, pork chops). Comfort-food specials 
like meatloaf and pot pie served Sun.- 
Tues. BR Sun., 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

TAPEO, 266 Newbury St., 267-4799. $3- 
$18. Evocative Spanish décor in this 
crowded and loud tapas bar-cum—dining 
room. Tapas and a terrific list of Spanish 
wines and sherries are the key, although 
you shouldn't miss the onion soup, 
zarzuela (seafood soup), or the orange- 
flavored flan. 

THAI BASIL, 132 Newbury St., Boston, 
424-8424. $6-$13 (lunch, $5-$7). Under- 
ground but elegant effort to sell a consis- 
tent Thai menu in the Back Bay. Excellent 
porpia tod (spring rolls), and quality 
across the board, from the bland Thai 
crépe and tamarind duck to the pretty- 
darn-hot “choo chee fisherman.” 

29 NEWBURY, 29 Newbury St., Boston, 
536-0290. $12-$22. New American cui- 
sine served in the kind of low-key but ele- 
gant atmosphere you'd expect on lower 
Newbury Street. Works by local artists 


hang on the walls; an outdoor café in the 
warm weather makes for ideal people- 
watching. BR Sun., 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 


BEACON HILL 

ARTU, 89 Charles St., Boston, 227-9023. 
$7-$14. A stylish, low-key trattoria and 
roastery with two locations. The Charles 
Street storefront is the place if you're in 
the mood for a terrific lamb sandwich, or if 
one of the nightly specials looks good. 
The original North End branch is a better 
spot for a full Italian dinner (longer menu; 
prices a dollar lower). At both, the food is 
affordable and consistently flavorful. 
BLACK GOOSE, 21 Beacon St., Boston, 
720-4500. $6-$14. Your basic bar scene 
with better-than-basic bar food in a spec- 
tacular location. Next to the State House 
in the renovated lobby of the former Belie- 
vue Hotel — Beaux Arts meets postmod- 
em. Boisterous inside; the terrace outside 
is quieter. A lunch or after-work spot with 
inexpensive finger food to split; good 
shrimp and artichoke pizza, Caribbean 
chicken and seafood stew, tiramisu. CF In 
bar area. BR Sun., 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
FIGS, 42 Charles St., Boston, 742-3447. 
$10-$16 From the people who brought 
you Olives, an extraordinary pizza parior. 
Outstanding thin-crust pizzas lavishly 
topped with fresh ingredients. Try the 
bianco (topped with fresh arugula and 


tomatoes). The risotto with com and crab 
is sheer bliss. And the tiramisu may be the 
best in town. 

ISTANBUL CAFE, 37 Bowdoin St., 
Boston, 227-3434. $4-$10. Tip-top Turkish 
food in a pleasantly Bohemian semi-base- 
ment on the back side of Beacon Hill. Fine 
appetizers like the fried sigara boreks, a 
really tasty vegetarian stuffed eggplant, 
terrific lamb kebab, and better, spicier 
adana kebab, swell Turkish coffee 

LALA ROKH, 97 Mount Vernon St., 
Boston, 720-5511. $12-$16. Exotic, au- 
thentic, romantic, and beautiful, Lala Rokh 
tufills, surpasses, and deconstructs our 
fantasies of ancient Persia all at once. Ab- 
solutely don’t miss the eggplant appetizer 
and pilaf entrées. Many unique gamishes 
and subtle flavors do justice to a rare and 
Classic cuisine 

LEMON GRASS GRILLE, 156 Cam- 
bridge St., Boston, 720-4656. $7-$14. The 
mild cooking and rangy menu at this pri- 
marily Thai spot make it a decent starter 
restaurant for would-be Thai eaters. Prob- 
lem is, most of us have already started. 
Some amusing touches: the lightly spicy 
pineapple chicken comes in a real half- 
pineapple. A sushi bar has been added 
since our original review. 

SIAM CAFE, 197 Cambridge St. (Charles 
River Plaza), Boston, 227-1431. $6-$12. 
At last, a Thai restaurant for the area of 
Mass General Hospital and the backside 
of Beacon Hill. Particularly strong on satay 
and the seafood entrées. 


CHARLESTOWN 

FIGS, 67 Main St., Charlestown, 242- 
2229. $10-$16. From the people who 
brought you Olives, an extraordinary pizza 
parlor. Outstanding thin-crust pizzas lav- 
ishly topped with fresh ingredients. Try the 
bianco (topped with fresh arugula and 
tomatoes). The risotto with corn and crab 
is sheer bliss. And the tiramisu may be the 
best in town. Note: brunch served at 
Charlestown branch only. BR Sun., noon 
to4 p.m. 

OLIVES, 10 City Square, Boston, 242- 
1999. $15-$29. Fairly expensive, and ex- 
pect a long wait unless you're a celebrity. 
But worth every cent and minute. The 
pan-Mediterranean cuisine here is served 
with a shot of pure genius, making it one 
of Boston's best (and most sophisticated) 
eateries. The dishes — from the classic 
Olives tart to the “falling chocolate cake” 
— are so inspired it’s hard to believe 
they're not classics. CF At the bar. 


CHINATOWN 
ASIAN GARDEN SEAFOOD RESTAU- 
RANT, 46 Beach St. (basement), Boston, 
695-1646, 695-1651. $3-$17. Fish tanks 
in the basement entryway promise superb 
Hong Kong-style seafood. The kitchen 
delivers with fresh eel, whole roe scallops, 
lobster, crab, and fish in brilliant treat- 
ments. Authentic hot pots, Chinese broc- 
coli in oyster sauce, and a comforting 
dessert of hot tapioca in coconut milk. 
Friendly place, too, and a cut cheaper. 
BA DAT RESTAURANT, 28 Harrison 
Ave., Boston, 426-8838. $4-$7. Very nice 
pho in numerous variations in a quiet 
storefront. 
BLUE DINER, 150 Kneeland St. (South 
Station), 695-0087. $7-$15. Not quite a 
diner, not even very blue, this is still the 
best place to go for a serious meal at 3 
a.m. The all-night hours, the barbecue 
menu, and the cool bar in back called the 
Art Zone draw everyone from cops to 
clubbers. CF BR From 11:30 p.m. Fri. to 4 
p.m. Sat., and from 11:30 p.m. Sat. until 4 
p.m. Sun. 
BUDDHA'S DELIGHT, 5 Beach St., 
Boston, 451-2395. $4-$10. Chinese and 
Vietnamese Buddhist-temple cuisine, 
Strictly vegan (except for condensed milk 
in some drinks) imitations of your favorite 
shrimp, pork, and egg dishes. I’ve seen 
better visual work in this tradition, but it 
didn’t taste as good as the best here: 
spring rolls, summer rolls, nam vang noo- 
die soup, hot-and-sour soup, moo shi, 
Lake Tung-ting “shrimp,” and anything 
spicy or with lemongrass. Good coffee. 
Weird desserts. 
CHAU CHOW CITY, 52 Beach, Boston, 
426-6266. $6-$16. A vast, somewhat 
glitzy room at the top of the solid pyramid 
of Chau Chow seafood restaurants. The 
new palace is a little more expensive, has 
a little better service, and opened up with 
a somewhat conservative dinner menu, 
though still featuring authentic Swatowese 
seafood dishes such as clams in black- 
bean sauce, lobster or crab with ginger 
and scallion, and spicy fried calamari. Dai- 
ly dim sum is for the more adventurous. 
CHINA PEARL, 9 Tyler St., Boston, 426- 
4338. $6-$16. Actually the perfect three- 
generational night out, as this revived di- 
nosaur of Chinatown scores with fried 
goodies for the kids, authentic Hong Kong 
and Cantonese-style seafood for the par- 
ents, and spirited Chinese-American clas- 
sics for the grandparent generation. Su- 
perb soups for all. Lunch and late-night 
dim sum. BR Dim sum daily, 8:30 a.m. to 
3 p.m. 
EAST OCEAN CITY, 25-29 Beach St., 
Boston, 542-2504, 542-4223. $4-$15. 
Handsomely decorated Cantonese-Hong 
Kong restaurant that actually nets a fish 
from the dining-room tank for your 
steamed fish. You can taste the differ- 
ence. Good house special soup, clams in 
black-bean sauce, king tou spares, and 
chow foon as well. Late hours, full liquor li- 
cense. Dress up a little. 
EMPEROR'S GARDEN, 690 Washington 
St., Boston, 482-8898. $6-$14. Huge, 
somewhat impersonal, but very handy din- 
ing rooms serving dim sum (teahouse 
snacks and dumplings) every day through 
lunch, and shifting over to fine Cantonese 
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dining (with a few Mandarin-Szechuan 
dishes) at night. Soups are great, and so 
are clams with black-bean sauce, vegeta- 
bles with fresh squid or real crab sauce, 
and a comfort-food version of beef with 
broccoli. BR Dim sum daily, 8:30 a.m. to 3 
p.m. 

GRAND CHAU CHOW, 41-45 Beach St., 
Boston, 292-5166. $4-$22. A fancier sup- 
plement to the popular Chau Chow 
Seafood Restaurant across the street, 
with good versions of every imaginable 
Chinese dish, but concentrating on Can- 
tonese-style seafood and specialties of 
the Chau Chow people from Swatow and 
Southeast Asia. Notice the Swatowese 
dumpling soup, vinegar dips, grey sole 
with fried fins and bones, sautéed pea 
tendrils, and a surprising General Gau's 
chicken. 

IMPERIAL SEAFOOD RESTAURANT, 
70 Beach St., Boston, 426-8543. $6-$27. 
The downstairs of the famous dim sum 
restaurant, full of big round tables for large 
groups on medium-celebratory occasions 
The best of an overly inclusive menu are 
the ambitious Cantonese classics: 
steamed fish; lobster Chinese style; Impe- 
rial egg roll; roast duck; clams in black- 
bean sauce. Lavishly redecorated with live 
fish and lobster tanks, without losing the 
rococo, kitschy sense of the thing. BR 
Dim sum daily, 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

LEI JING, 20 Hudson St., Boston, 292- 
6238. $8-$35. Everything from won ton 
soup to a three-course Peking duck, but 
the emphasis is on South Chinese ban- 
quet dishes in a more formal and expen- 
sive dining room. Recommended: the beef 
teriyaki, steamed minced shrimp balls, 
clams with black bean sauce, and taking a 
chance on dessert. BR Dim sum daily, 11 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m 

NEW SHANGHAI RESTAURANT, 21 
Hudson St., Boston, 338-6688. $8-$17 
Chinatown’s venerable Szechuan palace 
refurbished and refocused on Shanghai 
cold appetizers and soy-based stews 
Five-spice beef and duck, crispy eel (out- 
standing, no joke), crispy scallops with 
black-pepper sauce, steamed prawns with 
garlic, whole fish with braised bean curd 
— a consistently fine meal handsomely 
served. You could dress up for this. BR 
Dim sum on Sat. and Sun., 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. 

ORIGINAL BOSTON DINER, 178 Knee- 
land St. (South Station), Boston, 350- 
0028. $3-$5. In the funky little 1920s diner 
building at the comer of South and Knee- 
land Streets, this 24-7 diner serves solid, 
handmade versions of what you'd expect 
burgers, fries, cheese omelets, and plenty 
of coffee. No beer or wine. CF BR All day 
Sat. and Sun. 

PEARL DYNASTY, 25 Tyler St., Boston, 
422-0664. $3-$16. When this opened in 
1996 as Banana Leaf, it was Boston's 
only full-tiit Malaysian restaurant. Malay 
food is the mother cuisine of Indonesian 
and Thai food, and there are heavy South- 
ern Chinese influences from two centuries 
of migrants. It adds up to an amazing 
asam stingray with a vivid curry, numer- 
ous other seafood novelties, and also 
plenty of accessible soup and noodle 
dishes. 

PEKING CUISINE, 10 Tyler St., Boston, 
542-5857. $3-$9. Formerly known as Chi- 
na Grove, this family-style restaurant con- 
tinues in the Mandarin and Szechuan tra- 
dition of its predecessor. Serves both 
standard Chinese fare as well as more ad- 
venturesome dishes like scallops with 
black-pepper sauce and sautéed eel with 
yellow leeks. BR Dim sum on Sat. and 
Sun., 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

PENANG, 685-681 Washington St., 
Boston, 451-6372. $5-$17. If you've been 
hesitating about Malaysian food, hesitate 
no more. Penang is as much fun as the 
old Trader Vic's, and has much more in- 
teresting food. The sharpest flavors are in 
the roti canai appetizer, as well as familiar 
morsels like the Penang popia and chick- 
en satay. Lively entrées are the yam pots 
(featuring delicious mashed taro root), the 
“house special” squid or lobster or crabs 
with a complex sauce, and the fragrant 
beef rendang. CF In designated smoking 
section only. 

PEOPLE'S CAFETERIA, 21-23 Edinboro 
St., Boston, 482-7328. $4-$11. Not a real 
cafeteria, but fewer frills and lower prices 
than most of the current wave in China- 
town. You could make this your personal 
chow foon palace, but I'd also feast on 
lobster in ginger and scallion, clams in 
black-bean sauce, and salt-and-pepper 
squid. 

PHO BANG, 7 Beach St., Boston, 422- 
0501. $4-$7. Small, clean pho shop with 
some of the best beef broth in the galaxy, 
made up into enormous noodle soups with 
various mix-ins. At these prices, start with 
all of them. 

PHO BOLSA RESTAURANT, 1 Stuart 
St., Boston, 695-1843. $4-$6. A good at- 
tempt to market Vietnamese soup with a 
user-friendly menu describing the usual 
18 variations of pho with encouraging En- 
glish prose. The soup is very close to 
what you can get with a little more 
courage elsewhere, once you've had a 
few experiences at Pho Bolsa. Stir-fries 
less reliable. 

PHO PASTEUR, 8 Kneeland St., Boston, 
451-0247. $3-$5. Superb specialist in 
noodle soups, beef or chicken based, with 
a variety of mix-ins. Also a line of drinks 
and desserts, and some, like “avocado 
juice” (actually a luscious milkshake), that 
are both. Small, homey, clean. 


COPLEY/PRUDENTIAL 
AMBROSIA ON HUNTINGTON, 116 
Huntington Ave., Boston, 247-2400. $5- 
$26. In a dramatic and sophisticated set- 
ting, dishes strongly influenced by provin- 
cial French cuisine are sparked into the 
sublime by Asian seasonings. An empha- 

Continued on page 10 
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TO FIND OUT WHERE YOU 
CAN BUY MOONLIGHT PRODUCTS 
CALL: 1-800-915-1212 


There are no additives in Jumbos’ tobacco 
for extra wide taste 


JUMBOS WIDES FILTERS: 16 mg. “tar” 
1.2 mg. nicotine av. per cigarette by FTC method 


‘100% TOBACCO 
EXTRA WIDE TASTE’ 


SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Cigarette 
Smoke Contains Carbon Monoxide. 


© 1998 MOONLIGHT TOBACCO CO. 


restaurant & microbrewery 
KF 


3 


a vision for food 
a passion for beer 


Saugus 
Rt. 1 North 
781-941-BREW 


Braintree 
South-Shore Plaza 
781-356-BREW 


Cambridge 
Harvard Square 
617-499-BREW 


Boston 


Bob The Chef's 


Great Food for your BODY, MIND & SOUL! 


Lunch and dimmer served daily 


Tues. - Weds. 11:30am - 10:00pm 
Thurs. - Sat. 11:30am - 12Z:00mid. 
Sun. Brunch 11:30am - 3:00pm 

Dinner 3:00pm - 10:00pm 


“SOUTHERN & CAJUN CUISINE” 


Thurs... Fri. & Sat. nights until midnight 
*Z.00 cover (except special events) 


vend 


Closed on Mondays 
604 Columbus Avenue, 
Boston 
536-6204 
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Nu-Mex for the New Cantabrigians 


Ole Mexican Grill 


BY STEPHEN HEUSER 


(617) 492-4495 

11 Springfield Street (inman Square), 
Cambridge 

Open for lunch Mon-Fri, 11:30 
a.m.-2:30 p.m., and for dinner 
Tues-Thurs and Sun, 5:30-10 p.m., and 
Fri and Sat, 5:30-11 p.m. Closed Mon. 
Full bar 

Cash only 

Ramp access from parking lot 


ALSA AIN’T ROCKET science. Anyone 
reading this column can make a pretty 
good fresh salsa with a half-dozen ingre- 
dients from Star Market and about 10 minutes’ 
worth of chopping. So it’s always been a mystery 
to me why Mexican restaurants in New England 
so consistently bungle the job. Even good local 
Mexican places, adventurous ones whose cook- 
ing I respect, ladle out the same bland, soupy 
tomato stuff to go with tortilla chips at the begin- 
ning of the meal. 

When everyone else is bungling the job it be- 
comes that much easier to look good by compar- 
ison, which is what Olé Mexican Grill does by of- 
fering not only a nice version of the salsa I’m 
talking about (which, to be technical, is called 
salsa cruda, or sometimes pico de gallo) but also 
a sharp and tangy salsa verde, a yummy tart 
green sauce of tomatillo and cilantro. 

Olé opened a month ago in the building just 
off Inman Square that previously housed Café 
Soho, a well-intentioned if slightly out-of-focus 
New American bistro that never quite drew 
enough people to stay in business. Years before 
that it was Ding Ho, a Chinese restaurant and 
comedy club that helped launch Denis Leary and 
Steve Sweeney and a bunch of other Boston co- 
medians who would not, by and large, even rec- 
ognize the earnest-hip Cambridge crowd that 
now populates the place. And I do mean crowd: 
either people are dying for decent Mexican food 
in this part of town or the original Olé Mexican 
Grill, in Arlington, has an unusually powerful 
word-of-mouth reputation, because most new 
restaurants aren’t quite this full in their fourth 
week of operation. 

There are two good reasons for the crowd to 
be there. For one, the promise of those salsas 
carries through most of the meal, which means 
the food is a very vivid version of Mexican cook- 
ing (mainly from Oaxaca and Veracruz, accord- 
ing to the menu) in which fresh things are fresh 
and fried things are crunchy and the enchiladas 
are not, as they can often be, ruinously over- 
sauced. For another, the margaritas ($4.50) are 
globular and teeteringly full. 

Olé, like most Mexican restaurants, operates 
with a fairly basic palette of flavors and sauces, 
which combine in one way or another to make 
up most of the dishes on the menu. One sauce 
new to me was “avocado sauce,” which I initially 
figured would be guacamole but which turned 
out to be thinner than that: avocado mixed with 
a tangy green sauce similar to the salsa verde at 
the beginning of the meal. We got this over a 
plate of taquitos ($5.75), little rolled tacos filled 
with chicken and potatoes and fried until crisp, 
then snipped in half like spring rolls and topped 
with the avocado sauce and sour cream. That 
pretty much pushed all my buttons: a little 
starch, a little spice, a little crunch, and an excel- 
lent new sauce. 

One other appetizer did very nicely as a sort 
of miniaturized entrée: the tinga poblanas 
($5.75), crispy little corn tortillas with a 
haystack of shredded pork on a layer of gua- 
camole. In the middle of the plate, as there had 
been with the taquitos, was a little salad of let- 
tuce, marinated cactus strips, and chopped 
tomato and onion. 

Not everything was perfect: queso fundido 
($5.95, $6.25 with ground sausage on top), ba- 
sically a heavy ramekin of melted cheese, tasted 
good but was a little too stringy to eat easily. 








salsa in the little dish on your table. 


JOVTING NILSINX AB SOLOHd 





And sopa Azteca ($2.95), a mixed-vegetable 
soup from Oaxaca, was a spicy but otherwise 
unappealing stew of vegetables with no de- 
tectable taste of epazote, the unusual dusky-cool 
herb promised on the menu. On the other hand, 
the tortilla soup ($3.95) was a pretty vigorous 
version of what can often be a boring dish: strips 
of tortilla along with chunks of chicken, cactus 
strips, and diced avocado in a spicy tomato 
broth. 

Olé al o distinguishes itself by paying some 
attention to presentation. The taquitos, for in- 
stance, came arranged in a plus-sign design, 


each pair of half-taquitos forming one arm of 
the +, with salsa and a little salad in the middle. 
Entrées are assembled in the standard manner 
— oval plate with meat in the middle, beans on 
one side, and rice on the other — but the beans 
might be refried beans, or whole black beans 
with a scattering of tangy crumbled cheese. 

The latter are the beans that came with Olé’s 
pollo con mole (a/k/a “broiled chicken breast 
with chocolate mole sauce,” $11.95). To Oaxa- 
cans, mole can be any of several complex sauces, 
but in America it’s usually the kind of deep 
reddish-brown sauce served here, flavored with 
unsweetened chocolate and thickened with 


ground nuts. The chicken breast was shredded to 





the point where it could be fully saturated with 
the mole; the sauce, lightly bitter and lightly alive 
with chili heat, was scattered with sesame seeds. 

These kinds of small touches are what make 
Olé feel less like your typical Tex-Mex party 
place and more like a restaurant that’s rethink- 
ing traditional Mexican idioms for a more fla- 
vor- and freshness-conscious clientele. You can 
see it in the chiles rellenos de queso ($10.95), 
large mild chili peppers stuffed with cheese, bat- 
tered, and fried. Olé’s version uses an uncon- 
ventionally light batter to produce a fried pepper 
that’s more reminiscent of tempura than of the 
usual floppy fried chili. With each cut, the mild 
orange “Chihuahua cheese” leaked alluringly out 
of the dark-green pepper. 

Conchita pibil ($11.50), shredded pork mari- 
nated in orange juice and chili powder, was live- 
ly and not nearly as strange as it sounds; enchi- 
ladas plaseras ($10.25) were three rolled-up 
cheese enchiladas arranged handsomely and 
topped with red-chili sauce and sour cream. A 
giant cheese burrito ($7.75) was filled, Califor- 
nia-style, with rice and beans and that excellent 
pico de gallo, then topped with a few spoonfuls 
of salsa verde. 

There may be Mexican restaurants that can 
outdo Olé in a few specifics — I remember eat- 
ing excellent and complex mole down the street 
at the tiny Palenque, for instance — but Olé 
does a smart job with the whole package. The 
food is consistent and sharp, and the room is a 
spacious and well-polished temple to New Mexi- 
tude. There are painted tiles bordering the ta- 
bles, Aztec masks on the walls, and framed sepia 
photographs of the kind of dusty Mexican towns 
that the people who actually eat in Olé Mexican 
Grill would probably never be caught dead in. 
Service is well-meaning if a bit erratic; we ran 
into serious delays with appetizers on two of 
three nights, but that kind of thing gets better 
with time. The cash-only policy means you have 
to come forearmed. 

The bar serves, as I mentioned, a spiffy and 
enormous margarita, in addition to a number of 
wines, a full list of Mexican beers (my favorite, 
Negra Modelo, is available but not yet listed), 
and sangria by the glass, carafe, and pitcher. 
The sangria was tasty when we tried it, but it 
doesn’t seem to be available every night. Don’t 
take the list of cold drinks too literally, either; 
the “hibiscus-flower drink” was never in, though 
we did once get a neat, tangy tamarind soda in 
its place. % 
reached at 


Stephen Heuser can _ be 


sheuser@phx.com. 
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sis on native New England game and 
seafood, as well as wonderfully imagina- 
tive desserts. Lively bar scene as the 
evening progresses. CF Daily after 9 p.m 
in the barfounge area. Thursday is “Cigar 
Smokers’ Night,” with hors d'oeuvres and 
cigar and liquor tasting. Cigars for sale 
BRASSERIE JO, 120 Huntington Avenue 
(Colonnade Hotel), Boston, 425-3240 
$16-$19. Traditional Parisian bistro flavors 
with some hearty Alsatian dishes. A clone 
of a second restaurant by Chicago's Alsa- 
tian chef Jean Joho, this is a remarkably 
useful restaurant for the Colonnade Hotel, 
the Symphony-Prudential area, and any- 
one who happens by for breakfast lunch, 
dinner, drinks, or a late graze. Unusually 
for the '90s, the big flavors are in the en- 
trees, such as choucroute garni, coq au 
vin, and duckling a lorange, with impor- 
tant cabbage and potato statements on 
the side 

DIXIE KITCHEN, 182 Mass Ave, Boston, 
536-3068. $8-$10. Genuine Cajun flavor 
and tone, even if not every recipe is strict- 
ly authentic, with the good-time languor of 
the Big Easy. Mustn’t miss the gumbo ya- 
ya, jambalaya, fried crawfish, and the fine, 
fine list of pies. Some less specifically 
New Orleans items are only average. 
KAYA KOREAN-JAPANESE RESTAU- 
RANT, 581 Boylston St., Boston, 236- 
5858, 437-1882. $9-$20 (lunch, $5-$10) 
Hearty Korean dishes with a Japanese 
sense of variety and refinement; 
Japanese food almost as good. A respite 
from nearby Copley Place. Don't miss the 
popular tempura udon at lunch, superb 
galbi (marinated short ribs), or the fiery 
stir-fried squid. Second location at 1924 
Mass Ave, Cambridge (Porter Sq.), 497- 
5656. 

THE ORIGINAL SPORTS SALOON, 47 
Huntington Ave. (Copley Sq. Hotel) 
Boston, 536-9000. $7-$10. The Memphis 
smoked barbecue is the star of this menu 
This sports bar also boasts a superior col- 
lection of sports memorabilia. 

TURNER FISHERIES, 10 Huntington 
Ave., Boston, 424-7425. $17-$25. Tradi- 
tional seafood favorites, as well as more 
exotic offerings. Fresh fish prepared to or- 
der, also a raw bar. BR Sun., 10:30 a.m 
to 3 p.m. 


DORCHESTER/MATTAPAN 
GALVIN’S HARP AND BARD, 1099 
Dorchester Ave., Dorchester, 265-2893. 
$5-$11. Irish bar with quality meat and 
potatoes, fried fish, homemade soups, 
and fine Grape-Nut custard at prices that 
you can fit in a draft Bass or Harp. Over 
the TV, a ticker prints the odds on sporting 
events. CF Cigars for sale. BR Irish 
breakfast on Sun., 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
M&M RIBS, 195 Adams St., Dorchester, 
825-9667. $7-$9. Maurice and Marion Hill 
bring their popular outdoor stand indoors, 
with take-away prices, in the former base- 
ment jail of the former District 11 police 
station. Slow-grilled Carolina-style barbe- 
cue produces succulent beef ribs, tangy 
chopped pork, and a variety of side dish- 
es. With gospel tapes in the background, 
these are the coziest jail cells in Boston. 
PIT STOP BARBECUE, 888A Morton St., 
Dorchester, 436-0485. $2-$6. A tiny build- 
ing and two-table restaurant built around 
an exposed brick oven. Basically a take- 
out, and what you want are the exquisite 
pork ribs, slowly defatted and perfectly 
balanced between smoky and spicy. The 
rest is hit or miss. Late hours Thursday 
through Sunday. 


DOWNTOWN/ 

WATERFRONT 
THE BARKING CRAB, 88 Sleeper St 
(Northern Ave. Bridge), Boston, 426- 
CRAB. $9-$21. A hearty clam shack — 
actually a lobster tent gone year-round 
with a crab name. Warm informality 
blends simple seafood entrées and the 
odd yuppie treat into things like the “crab 
burger.” The fun is eating like this with a 
full view of the downtown skyscrapers. 
Hearty desserts and local microbrews as 
well. Familiar, yet new. CF Outside only. 
BR Sat. and Sun., noon to 3 p.m. 
FAJITAS & 'RITAS, 25 West St., Boston, 
426-1222. $6-$10. Lively, casual Tex-Mex 
restaurant and margarita bar. Décor is 
provided mostly by the customers, who 
cover the walls with crayon graffiti. CF 
FORT HILL BREW HOUSE, 125 Broad 
St. (Financial District), Boston, 695-9700 
$7-$10 A long, hopping downtown brew- 
pub in a converted old space of beams 
and brick, serving competent, mildly fla- 
vored beers and a wide array of cross-cul- 
tural bar snacks. We recommend the 
spinach salad, one of the nouvelle pizzas, 
and a pint of the deepest, darkest beer of 
the day. 
GALLERIA ITALIANA, 177 Tremont St., 
Boston, 423-2092. $12-$18. A trattoria 
you'd be delighted to find in Italy, with 
hearty country food and a welcoming in- 
formal style. Menu changes daily. Foodie 
tip: check out the inexpensive cafeteria- 
style lunch. 
THE GOOD LIFE, 28 Kingston St. (Down- 
town Crossing), Boston, 451-2622. $6- 
$10. A Runyonesque joint that combines a 
neighborhood feel with downtown flavor. 
The food is basic — burgers, buffalo 
wings, steak — and the bar harks back to 
a day when men were men and martinis 
were all eight ounces. CF Any time. 
Cigars for sale. 
GRILL 23 AND BAR, 161 Berkeley St., 
Boston, 542-2255. $22-$29. Heaven for 
cigar-lovers and carnivores, but fans of 
general good-food-beyond-steak will find 
happiness here, too. A handsome, im- 
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pressive room, with a sense of Old World 
luxury. CF Cigars for sale 

HIBERNIA, 25 Kingston Street (Down- 
town Crossing), Boston (617) 292-2333 
$17-$21. The Irish theme is so subtle you 
could miss it at this hip, narrow 
nightclub/restaurant next to the venerable 
J.J. Foley's. The kitchen, when we visited 
had a split personality: the attempts at fu- 
sion felt hamhanded (i.e., “lobster pot- 
stickers” overwhelmed by ginger and soy), 
but modified classics were graceful and 
tasty: beautiful purple-potato salad with 
smoked-trout paté, sweet-crusted grilled 
chicken, and a towering “berry surprise” 
for dessert. Music and dancing starts at 
10 p.m. nightly 

MAISON ROBERT, 45 School St., 
Boston, 227-3370. $17-$32. Traditional 
French cuisine with a few contemporary 
touches. Large portions. This is actually 
two restaurants in one — a formal dining 
room upstairs (jacket and tie required) 
with entrées starting at $17, and a more 
relaxed and romantic café downstairs. CF 
In bar area and outdoor terrace. BR Only 
on Easter and Mother's Day, 11:30 a.m. to 
3 p.m. 

MAX’S DELI CAFE, 151 Milk St., Boston, 
330-9790. $4-$6. A trendy, downtown 
café with a New York deli struggling to get 
out. Kenya AA coffee with surprisingly 
good chicken soup and decent pastrami 
sandwiches, once you turn down the fo- 
caccia, Swiss-cheese, and Dijon-mustard 
options. 

OSKAR’S, 107 South St. (Leather Dis- 
trict), Boston, 542-6756. $12-$23. Hover- 
ing between goth and industrial in decor, 
between Boston and New York in mood, 
Oskar's epitomizes the new wave of 
downtown lounge-restaurants. Cigars are 
abundant. The kitchen serves lunch, din- 
ner, cocktails, and late supper. CF Cigars 
for sale 

IL PANINO’S BISTRO, 295 Franklin St., 
Boston, 338-1000. $8-$20. A bustling, 
very moderately priced alternative to the 
fancy dining room upstairs. The food is 
simple and low in fat, yet based on super- 
flavorful ingredients. Don’t miss anything 
with arugula, fresh basil, or the other great 
Italian flavorings. CF In bar area, Mon 
through Wed. after 11 p.m., Thurs. after 
midnight, and Fri. and Sat. after 1 a.m 
PORTABELLO BISTRO, 265 Northern 
Ave. (Waterfront), Boston, 338-5958. $14- 
$21. New Italian for the new-look water- 
front. Stick to the excellent antipasto table 
and the beautifully presented specials; the 
more conventional food bogs down a little. 
The décor will charm some, even if the 
coy country-kitchen look seems a little out 
of place 50 feet from the water 

THE VAULT, 105 Liberty Square, Boston, 
292-9966. $14-$27. With its linen table- 
cloths, high ceilings, and grand bar, this 
wedge-shaped room has all the markings 
of a classic downtown restaurant. But the 
cooking hums with an adventurous spirit, 
and the extensive wine list is cleverly cho- 
sen. CF At the bar. 

WEST STREET GRILL, 15 West St. (off 
Tremont St., near Downtown Crossing), 
Boston, 423-0300. $11-$19. Known pri- 
marily for its bar scene, this is a credible 
restaurant as well. The cooking is roughly 
New American; the building is tall, narrow, 
and multistoried; and the dining room, up- 
stairs from the after-work bustle, is sur- 
prisingly calm. CF Cigars for sale. 

LES ZYGOMATES, 129 South St., 
Boston, 542-5108. $12-$19. This bistro 
with a genuinely French feel has a wine- 
bar angle (the list of 40-odd wines 
changes weekly), an artsy angle (galleries 
across the street), and a shamelessly Gal- 
lic angle (sweetbread vol-au-vent, venison 
in wine reduction sauce). The menu fa- 
vors purism over culinary excitement, but 
the place has a buzz about it nonetheless. 
CF Cigars for sale 


EAST BOSTON 

ANGELO & SONS SEAFOOD, 297-299 
Chelsea Street (Day Square), East 
Boston, 567-2500. $10-$18. Just out of 
sight of the Logan runways, this East 
Boston seafood joint is the best reason we 
know to drive through the Callahan Tun- 
nel. The owner spent much of his life as a 
fisherman, and his love of the catch 
shines through everywhere. Order the 
mixed-shellfish plate to start (it’s called 
“seafood aioli”), and whatever's on the 
specials board. 
SANTARPIO’S, 111 Chelsea St., Boston, 
567-9871. $3-$8. One of the classic 
Boston pizzas, thin crust toasted to a mar- 
velous crisp. And a font of wood-fired, 
East Boston “barbecue” items — skewers 
of lamb or sausage served simply with 
peasant bread and a hot cherry tomato. 
And that’s all there is in a neighborhood 
bar with a core of boxing fans. Don’t 
knock Boom-Boom Mancini or Vinnie Paz’ 
in here. CF 


THE FENWAY 
BANGKOK CITY RESTAURANT, 167 
Mass Ave, Boston, 266-8884. $7-$14 
(lunch, $5-$6). The fourth Thai restaurant 
within blocks of Symphony Hall, but the 
nearest to Berklee, with a fine list of vege- 
tarian items including fooled-me spring 
tolls and crunchy mee grob noodles. Ele- 
gant, uncrowded, and the food is beauti- 
fully presented. Omnivores go for shrimp 
mermaid, garlic fish, and beef jungle. 
CENA, 14 Westland Ave., Boston, 262- 
1485. $11-$15. A standout among the 
many new bistros and grilles because the 
menu concentrates on vegetables with a 
little seafood and chicken — no red meat 
and little cheese — and because so many 
of the world-beat flavors work. Call it 
health gourmet, or call it the future, but 
call it “Kay-nah” as in the Latin, because 
the fun décor is faux ancient Rome. 
MUCHO GUSTO, 1124 Boylston St., 
Boston, 236-1020. $8-$14 (lunch, $5-$9). 
Great old Cuban. music, kitschy. col- 











lectibles off the sets of / Love Lucy, and 
superb hospitality make this fun. Health- 
ful-ized Cuban food makes for pretty great 
dining, especially on the Cuban sandwich, 
black-bean soup, Cuban coffee, and any- 
thing deep-fried. CF Outside only. BR 
Sun., noon to 4 p.m 

SORENTO'S ITALIAN GOURMET, 86 
Peterborough St., Boston, 424-7070. $6- 
$10. A (somewhat yuppie) neighborhood 
pizza parlor with food better than most 
“northern Italian” cafés. The secret: a 
short list of top ingredients worked into al 
dente pastas, delectable calzones arid 
pizzas, and a couple of creamy sauces. 
WOODY'S GRILL & TAP, 58 Hemenway 
St., Boston, 375-9663. $5-$14. A wood- 
burning oven turns out pretty tasty pizza in 
the middie of a college neighborhood. Try 
combos like clam and bacon, sausage 
and goat cheese, or “Greek” (feta, black 
olives, and arugula). It's all pretty cheap, 
too. BR Sun., 11 a.m. to3 p.m 


JAMAICA PLAIN 
BLACK CROW CAFFE, 2 Perkins St 
(Hyde Sq.), Jamaica Plain, 983-9231 
$12-$17. A continental café with owners 
and some décor from the West Indies. 
Great soups, salads, cappuccino — and 
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desserts to die for. BR Sun., 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m, 

EL EMBAJADOR, 3371 Washington St., 
Jamaica Plain, 524-6812. $6-$14. Ask the 
waitress what they actually have in stock, 
or call in advance to arrange seafood 
stews or paellas. Walk in for stews, soups, 
mondongo, fried plantains, and creamy 
desserts with excellent espresso. Mostly 
Latin clientele, with some gringo workmen 
from the area at breakfast and lunch. 
INTERNATIONAL RESTAURANT, 3160 
Washington St., Jamaica Plain, 522-7410. 
$5-$12. Fabulous food, huge portions, 
and cheap, too — just get used to thinking 
of Dominican cooking as the Italian food 
of the Caribbean. Savory, distinctive 
stews and sauces and soups. Matchless 
rice and beans and fried plantain “side 
dishes.” 

JAKE’S BOSS BBQ, 3492 Washington 
St., Jamaica Plain, 983-3701. $6-$15. 
Veteran pitmaster Kenton Jacobs brings 
Texas smoked barbecue back to the inner 
city, in a handy location next to Doyle's. 
Beef brisket and chopped (pork) barbecue 
best show off the smoker, and don’t miss 
the smoke-enriched collards and cowboy 
beans. 

JAMES’S GATE, 5-11 McBride St., Ja- 
maica Plain, 983-2000. $8-$15. Joining 
Matt Murphy's on the short list of Boston's 
Irish bars with great food, James's Gate 
treats a mixed-age, informal crowd to up- 
dated Irish pub classics (like shepherd's 
pie) and truly impressive contemporary 
cuisine with Italian and Mexican flavors. 
Don't miss the steamed mussels, the 
glazed pork chop and salmon platters, or 
the “veggie quesadilla,” which involves 
caramelized shallots, spinach, and goat 
cheese. CF In the bar. BR Sun., 11 a.m 
to3 p.m 

JP SEAFOOD CAFE, 730 Centre St., Ja- 
maica Plain, 983-5177. $8-$23. A neigh- 
borhood sushi bar and Korean-Japanese 
restaurant that’s part of an established 
fish store, so you know everything will be 
terrific. And it is, especially dumplings, 
scallion pancakes, stir-fries loaded with 
vegetables, teriyaki and tempura, and an 
excellent bibimbop. And did | mention top- 
quality sushi? 

EL ORIENTAL, 416 Centre St. (Hyde 
Sq.), Jamaica Plain, 524-6464. $5-$8. The 
orient in question is Eastern Cuba, inspir- 
ing amazing soups, Cubano sandwiches, 
and red-beans-and-rice to rank with any. 
Fierce chocolate batido, too. A neat little 
luncheonette to help us forget the loss of 
the Espanola across the street. 

TACOS EL CHARRO, 349 Centre St., Ja- 
maica Plain, 522-2578. $2-$12. Authentic 
Mexican food. Spicy shrimp, tripe soup, 
and soulful burritos and tacos. 


KENMORE/BU 

ATLAS GRILL, 3 Lansdowne St., Boston, 
437-0300. $6-$15. A dark, chromed, high- 
tech sports bar on the first floor of Jillian's 
pool hall. The kitchen turns out nice piz- 
zas, salads, and a terrific hummus plate; 
there's also a wall-size bank of televisions 
and a series of participatory computer 
games that send patrons on quests 
around the restaurant. 

AUDUBON CIRCLE, 838 Beacon St 
(Audubon Circle), Boston, 421-1910. $4- 
$12. The second baby from the team be- 
hind Cambridge’s Miracle of Science is a 
sleek, no-nonsense wood-paneled room 
that produces some of the best grilled 
food you can get in a bar: moist chicken 
slices tossed over a salad, an amusing 
box of Chinese potstickers, seared rare 
tuna steak, a generous cheeseburger with 
the most flavorful home fries for miles. CF 
After 11 p.m. 

BOSTON BEER WORKS, 61 Brookline 
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Ave., Boston, 536-2337. $5-$16. One of 
the city's first brewpubs, this lofty, neo-in- 
dustrial space across trom Fenway Park 
offers a large and changing selection of 
beers, from cask-conditioned ales to fruit 
novelties. Since our review, the menu has 
been spruced up to include eclectic Amer 
icana like mako shark skewers. CF 

CAFE SHIRAZ, 1030 Comm Ave, Boston 
566-8888. $10-$17. A large and pretty 
place, with a rotation of exotic Persian 
dishes in a generic Middle East and Amer- 
ican kosher (meat) menu. Don't miss the 
soups, pilafs, kebabs, shishlik, and bakla- 
va. Open Saturday nights, but closed Fri- 
day nights and Saturday lunches 

CHOE’S CAFE, 957 Comm Ave, Boston, 
783-8702. $6-$23 (lunch, $5-$8). Down 
the block from the Paradise nightclub, a 
little paradise of sushi and savory Korean 
dishes. Don't miss the seafood scallion 
pancake, udong, bulgoki, Korean-style 
spicy squid, and “salmon-skin fried rice.” 
Sushi aside, the Japanese food is less 
great than the Korean food. 
CORNWALL’S RESTAURANT AND 
OYSTER BAR, 510 Comm Ave, Boston, 
262-3749. $4-$7. English-theme pub with 
excellent beers and ales (draft stouts!) 
and quietly homemade food. First-class 
raw bar. A proper grilled Reuben sand- 
wich. Lean pastrami. Real fried potatoes 
Small, personal-type space, so beware of 
Red Sox fans. BR Only on Sundays of 
Red Sox home games, noon to 3 p.m 
ELEPHANT WALK, 900 Beacon St 
(Audubon Circle), Boston, 247-1500. $10- 
$19. Just a great restaurant, doing every- 
thing well. The Cambodian food, like som- 
lah machou, banana-flower salad, and 
amok de fruits de mer, is a whole level up 
from any other Southeast Asian restaurant 
in the area. The French food is no longer 
just for cowards — it's first-class nouvelle 
cuisine, with gloriously beautiful and deli- 
cious desserts. CF In bar area 


NORTH END 
ALLORO, 351 Hanover St., Boston, 523- 
9268. $12-$25. Simple, inspired dishes, in 
a tiny storefront restaurant. No frills — just 
intensely personal service and truly out- 
standing food. Cash only. Menu changes 
daily 
ARTU, 6 Prince St., Boston, 742-4336 
$7-$14. Stylish, inexpensive trattoria and 
roastery. See listing under Beacon Hill 
CF 
MAMMA MARIA, 3 North Sq., Boston, 
523-0077. $18-$24. Multileveled, candlelit 
spot with pink tablecloths and fresh flow- 
ers on the tables. Seasonal menu, with an 
emphasis on the innovative 
MARCUCCIO’S, 125 Salem St., Boston, 
723-1807. $9-$17. It's like a Newbury 
Street bistro with better food. Some of the 
fancy Italian dishes come with highly fla- 
vored colorless sauces as weirdly effec- 
tive as transparent beer; some are just di- 
rectly tasty. Be sure to have the antipasti 
(which lean on fresh grilled vegetables), 
the veal marsala, and seafood with “toma- 
to-water” sauce. Try to get the chocolate 
pate with rosewater, too 
MAURIZIO'S, 364 Hanover St., Boston, 
367-1123. $15-$24. At street level, this is 
a spare, crowded trattoria with off-white 
walls; downstairs, it's roomier and feels 
warmer, with exposed brick and a wine 
cellar. The menu is strong on bistro-ized 
version of Italian standards; more inven- 
tive dishes are hit-or-miss. 
IL NIDO, 257 North St., Boston, 742- 
4272. $9-$20. Not cheap, not pretty, not 
innovative, but Il Nido wins our hearts with 
a modem Italian menu executed reliably, 
and some extras: reservations, brick-oven 
pizza, and a variety of desserts that is 
positively un-ltalian. CF In bar/lounge 
area. 
IL PANINO, 11 Parmenter St., Boston, 
720-1336. $7-$12. Traditional Italian 
seafood and pasta dishes, nicely prepared 
and served by a staff that oozes charm. A 
local favorite, as you can tell from the line 
outside the door 
RESTAURANT POMODORO, 319 
Hanover St., Boston, 367-4348. $9-$20. A 
few-frills storefront offering savory, almost 
overwhelming platters. The action is in the 
daily specials, but watch for the red meat, 
risotto with lamb sausage, anything with 
fritters, and the roast-vegetable salad 
They take reservations but use the nearby 
cafés when tables aren’t ready. No 
desserts, so it’s back to the cafés. No 
problem. 
SAGE, 69 Prince St., Boston, 248-8814 
$15-$21. A treasure trove of fine food in a 
small, understated room. Along with the 
herb after which the restaurant is named, 
chet Tony Susi is partial to local ingredi- 
ents and novel combinations: pan-seared 
sea bass, New England shellfish stew in 
lemongrass broth, oven-roasted sausage 
with braised cabbage and soft polenta. 
TERRAMIA, 98 Salem St., Boston, 523- 
3112. $9-$24. A tiny spot with beamed 
Ceiling, terra-cotta floor, and stucco walls. 
Comforting but creative Italian cuisine — 
inventive but not wild. Impeccable 
seafood, especially the swordfish dishes, 
which are like air. 


SOUTH BOSTON 
ZYDECO GRILLE, 77-79 Dorchester St., 
South Boston, 464-2500. $6-$18. Les bon 
temps roulez, cher, albeit somewhat am- 
plified for the heart of South Boston. Don't 
expect the eponymous Afro-Franco-Amer- 
ican music, but expect a variety of brews, 
spicy fried seafood, pretty fair barbecued 
ribs, cornbread, and bread pudding. Yes, 
they do have gator nuggets, but we pre- 
ferred the crawfish as “Zydeco popcorn.” 


SOUTH END 
ADDIS RED SEA, 544 Tremont St., 
Boston, 426-8727. $6-$9. Perhaps 
Boston's most exotic dining experience, 
and certainly one of its most rewarding. 
Continued on page 12 
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I felt the prick 
of the needle, 
but only for a 
second, because 
this great rush of 
warmth quickly followed, 
encompassing my whole 
body from my toes right 

up to the top hair on my 
head. I felt this great 


peace, at last, a warmth, 






and I knew that everything was going to be okay—and 
really always had been. Like time had stopped and I 


was floating on a cloud... 


beauty queen 


by linda glovach 


Beauty Queen is a brave book that will draw you in, 
expose you to the horrifying reality ofa killer drug, 
and at the end allow you to escape, unlike so many 
others. The author knows firsthand what it’s like. 

“A shocking, thoroughly credible glimpse of addiction.” 


~Publishers Weekly, starved review 
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‘A Hidden Jewel in Boston” 
“The barbecued baby 


back ribs are delicious” 


Alison Arnett 
The Boston Globe 







* BabyBack Ribs 
* CaTTlemens Ribs 


* Combe Rib App 
# Butéalo STyle 
CaT£ish Fingers 
¥ Fried Salepens 

Pepper Jack STicks 
* Bush Puppies 

¥ STueeed Anaheims 





K¥ Peach Bourbon 






Chicken Skewers 
* Fried Sweel 
PeTate & PlanTain 
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“There's no faking it in 
your kitchen, it’s the 
real deal, and we 
respect it, and certainly 


love eating it.” 


Dave Schaefer 
New England Barbecue 
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The land of jug plonk gets serious about red 





BY DAVID MARGLIN 


HE FACT ABOUT Argentina that 
gets your attention is that the country 
is currently the fourth-largest produc- 
er of wine in the world, behind only France, 
Italy, and the US. Like South Africa, Argenti- 
na was for many years a politically isolated 
nation (remember those Peréns?), and the 
hard-partying Argentines drank an extraordi- 
nary amount of their own wine. But now Ar- 
gentina is back in the world (if not economi- 
cally stable) and it is producing a ton of inter- 
esting, exceedingly affordable wine. 

Most of the wines produced in Argentina 
before the '90s were jug plonk. Not that there 
isn’t a winemaking history down there — 
they've been making wine in Argentina since 
the 1550s and the growing conditions are 
pretty much ideal — but there was no real 





focus on quality. 

After seeing the profit potential of making 
high-end wine, and the trickle-down effect a 
high-end brand can bring to less expensive 
wines, Argentine winemakers finally took a 
clue from their neighbors in Chile, as well as 
from winemakers in Australia, Spain, the 
United States, and the Languedoc. They said: 
Hey, us too! So now you have a wide range of 
Argentine reds to look for, as well as some 
pretty decent whites (for example, Broadway 
Market, near where I live, carries a dozen 
wines from Argentina). The main Argentine 
white varietal you'll find around here is 
chardonnay; one fine example is made by 
Trumpeter and is a ubiquitous grad-school 


party wine. (The 1997, at $7.99 a 
bottle, gets a solid two stars from me, 
is available everywhere, and is entirely 
satisfying, if not particularly deep.) 

But the focus of this column is the 
fine assortment of Argentine reds 
that are available. Argentina’s hilly, 
arid climate allows a lot of different 
grape varieties to ripen, and the 
growing region is practically free of 
vine diseases (which are a big prob- 
lem in France and California), so 
they grow it all: Italian varieties such 
as barbera, bonarda, and sangiovese 
and French varieties such as cabernet sauvi- 
gnon, merlot, syrah, and the region’s most fa- 
vored variety, malbec. 

Malbec is one of the five grapes that make 
up a traditional Bordeaux blend, but outside 
Argentina it has always been a lesser player. 
One almost never sees a wine based primarily 
on malbec — in France, this is because of the 
powerful appellation controls and archaic 
laws; elsewhere, it just hasn’t been fashion- 
able, though that may change. The Argentine 
version is quite impressive and is starting to 
catch on. It apparently ages well, since one 
Argentine malbec from the 1977 vintage sells 
for more than $100 in Manhattan. The 1993 
selections I’ve been trying have a cedary, 
leathery complexity, making them most re- 
warding. I’ve also found myself enjoying the 
monstrously fruity 1997 malbecs, which are 
akin to big zinfandels: they lead with a lot of 


Try for me, Argentina 





deep, dark fruit, plenty of plums and per- 
fumes, which then give way to massive tan- 
nins, resulting in big, fruity wines that | would 
not be afraid to chill slightly until they mature 
some. At least make sure the younger ones get 
plenty of air before you serve them. 


Argentina’s cabs and merlots are also 
incredibly affordable, but as a rule they have a 
whole lot of oak. I'd like to see a bit more fruit 
and a bit less wood, but listen — if you enjoy 
these wines, for $10 or $12 you'll get way 
more than you can get from pretty much any 
other wine region in the world. Argentina also 
produces spicy and flavorful blends of cab and 
merlot and malbec. 

For the most part, the following wines rep- 
resent a real leap up in quality from the gener- 
ic, undistinguished red table wines that Ar- 
gentina’s been churning out for hundreds of 
years. Tasting my way through a flight of Ar- 


gentine wines, I felt a bit like Magellan, dis- 
covering a New Wine World where a 10-spot 
gets you something you can appreciate and 
learn from. So try some of these aggressive 
wines, all of which can be had, ahem. for a 
song. 


*x* Santa Julia Malbec Mendoza 1994 
($7.99, Wine Cask). Big, tart, a tad pointy, 
with notes of sour cherry on the front. But 
what a bargain. And it will improve with age. 

** Navarro Correas Cabernet Mendoza 
1994 ($12.99, Broadway Market). Eighty 
percent cab and 20 percent merlot make this 
wine rather soft and enjoyable, definitely of 
the table variety — not a lot of complexity, 
but easily appreciated. Open as early as you 
can, perhaps even a day before serving. 

** Altos de Madrano Malbec Mendoza 
1997 ($11.99, Wine Cask). A fruit bomb, but 
what a punch. This thick, rich wine packs a 
pungent uppercut to the roof of your mouth, 
reminiscent of really ripe Concord grapes (not 
Concord grape wine, just the grapes, hanging 
fresh from the vines). One to savor. 

**' Navarro Correas Mendoza 1993 
($13.99, Wine Cask). Lots of oak and big 
fruit flavors, with hints of leather, cedar, and 
even butterscotch! [ will hold on to a bottle of 
this, just to see where it goes. 

**'/2 Don Miguel Gascou Malbec 
Mendoza 1997 ($12.49, Marty’s Liquors). 
Another blockbuster. Big, opulent, Bing cher- 
ry fruit. A mini-monster. Not for the faint of 
tongue, but luscious and completely memo- 
rable. | bought a case. 

* * 72 Beu Carrascal Malbec Blend 
Mendoza ($13.99, Wine Cask). A more well- 
rounded wine — half malbec with 30 percent 
cab and 20 percent merlot. Quite rich and 
earthy, with just a touch of oak (some re- 
straint for a change on the part of an Argen- 
tine winemaker), this would be a pleasant ac- 
companiment to a stew or a hearty fall soup 
such as lentil or beef barley. It positively filled 
my mouth with flavor. ae 





David reached at 


iwine@phx.com. 


Marglin can be 


DINING GUIDE 


Continued trom page 11 

Spicy Ethiopian stews arrive on huge 
sourdough pancakes as patrons sit on 
stools around woven tables. Be sure to 
start with a warm dip and the cottage 
cheese with red-pepper powder. Eating 
without silverware turns out to be easier 
than you think 

ANCHOVIES, 433 Columbus Ave., 
Boston, 266-5088. $5-$10. A lively neigh- 
berhood bar whipping up pizzas, cal- 
zones, and fresh pasta. Terrific value — 
when you can find a booth 

LA BETTOLA, 480 Columbus Ave., 
Boston, 236-5252. $21-$35. Opened by 
the team behind the successful Galleria 
Italiana, this bistro has garnered forkfuls of 
attention for its freewheeling continental 
menu with light Asian inflections. It’s flavor- 
ful and fun, but the food sometimes loses 
focus. The prix fixe dinner ($38.50) lets 
you roam the menu freely. CF After 11 
p.m. weekdays. BR Sun. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m 
BOB THE CHEF'S, 604 Columbus Ave 
Boston, 536-6204. $6-$14. The same 
mild-mannered soul food in a newly (and 
handsomely) bistro-ized space makes this 
a mellow place for an evening out, often 
with live jazz. Especially recommended 
the “glorifried chicken,” catfish fingers 
crab cakes, and sweet-potato pie. BR 
Sun., 11 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. with live jazz 
CLAREMONT CAFE, 535 Columbus 
Ave., Boston, 247-9001. $10-$14 (lunch, 
$5-$6). A fresh café that suits the South 
End, with informal service and a touch of 
bohemia in the decor. The food is serious 
enough to suit anyone, with fine soups 
unusual salads, deliciously gamished en- 
trées, and knockout desserts. BR Sat., 8 
a.m, to 3 p.m., and Sun., 9 a.m. to 3 p.m 
THE DELUX CAFE & LOUNGE, 100 
Chandler St., Boston, 338-5258. $5-$9 
The perfect, five-star, not-a-false-note 
postmodern café-bar for people in their 
20s. Deceptively simple great food and 
openhearted, sincere cool make this a 
great visit for anyone else. Wall art and 
music superbly evoke the '50s-’90s con- 
nection. ; 

FRANKLIN CAFE, 276 Shawmut Ave., 
Boston, 350-0010. $12-$14. A hidden lo- 
cation, a modest sign, and a considerable 
reputation for simple dishes with a twist of 
brilliance — and it all works, nightly, for a 
variety of South Enders and knowing 
drive-ins. No desserts, which means 
there's no reason to avoid the “side 
starch” dishes like garlic mashed pota- 
toes. 

GEOFFREY'S CAFE-BAR, 578 Tremont 
St., Boston, 266-1122. $7-$15. A lovely, 
Parisian re-take on the former space of 
Hamersley's Bistro, with reliable bistro 
food at most un-Parisian prices. A 
younger South End bohemian crowd has 
noticed, and they can eat remarkably well 


KEY 
CF=Cigar Friendly BR=Brunch 


if they stick to the spicy grilled shrimp, 
pastas, Brazilian steak sandwich, beef 
bourguignon, and large desserts 
GRILLFISH, 162 Columbus Ave., Boston, 
357-1620. $11-$20. Not hard to guess 
what you want to order. Grilled fish of 
many species are excellent, with very 
complementary sauces. Fried calamari 
are neither grilled nor fish, but they are 
great, too. Loud bar/dating atmosphere, 
but the informality and friendly staff make 
everyone comfortable. CF 
HAMERSLEY’S BISTRO, 553 Tremont 
St., Boston, 423-2700. $18-$27. Casual 
French-inspired food with a distinctly 
American and decidedly upscale accent 
guests wear ties while the chefs wear 
baseball caps. Famed for duck confit, wild 
mushroom and garlic sandwich, and roast 
chicken with garlic, lemon, and parsley — 
an olfactory and culinary triumph. One of 
Boston's best 

HARVEY'S, 99 St. Botolph St., Boston, 
266-3030. $8-$20. A modestly priced New 
American joint tucked in the quiet, leafy 
area between Huntington Ave and the 
bistro zone of the South End. The reno- 
vated-brownstone feel of the place (two 
stories, exposed brick walls) creates a 
sense of homey cool. CF in bar only. BR 
Sat. and Sun. 11:30 a.m. to 5 p.m 
ICARUS, 3 Appleton St., Boston, 426- 
1790. $18-$28. A longtime favorite that’s 
held its own. American ingredients with 
flair in a romantic, festive environment. Try 
the polenta with wild mushrooms, grilled 
shrimp with mango-jalapeno sorbet, and 
venison with juniper, black pepper, and 
cranberries. Great comfort food, elegantly 
prepared. BR Sun., 11 a.m. to3 p.m 
LAUREL, 142 Berkeley St., Boston, (617) 
424-6711. $15-$27. Physically and culi- 
narily, this is halfway between the innova- 
tive South End bistros and luxurious veri- 
ties of the Ritz/Aujourdhui/Biba axis. Lau- 
rel is a handsome room pushing the $20- 
per-entrée price line with some fun dishes 
like smoked Chilean sea bass and a 
fresh-fruit martini glass dessert, and some 
solid classics like grilled duck breast, Ar- 
gentine sirloin steak, and cookies (with 
milk!) for dessert 

MASS CAFE, 605 Mass Ave, Boston, 
262-7704. $6-$8. Eritrean and American 
food, but clearly run by immigrants on 
their own terms, thus lacking the touristy 
feeling, along with some of the amenities. 
Not every dish on the menu will be there, 
but what there is, is choice. 
METROPOLIS CAFE, 584 Tremont St., 
Boston, 247-2931. $12-$18. Wow. Ina 
space that was once an ice-cream parlor, 
a jewel of a bistro serves consistently on- 
target dishes that take their inspiration 
from both the French and Italian traditions. 
When this place is three times as big and 
twice as expensive, you can say you ate 
here when. Try the elegant salmon pavé, 
the astonishingly rich risotto specials, and 
any of the desserts. BR Sat. and Sun., 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. 

MING’S CAFE, 160 East Berkeley St., 
Boston, 338-8830. $6-$9. One of the 


cheapest Cantonese restaurants in outer 
Chinatown, and paradoxically one of the 
best. And it has its own parking. Closes in 
mid-evening though, so come early 

ON THE PARK, 1 Union Park, Boston, 
426-0862. $9-$13. A cut-rate (like half- 
sies) version of the stylish restaurants a 
few blocks away. You can eat pretty well 
with careful attention to the blackboard 
specials and quasi-French country dishes 
like confit of duck leg, terrine of vegeta- 
bles, and vegetarian cassoulet. BR Sat., 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m., and Sun., 9 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m 

SOUTH END GRILL, 439 Tremont Street 
Boston, (617) 338-8884. $8-$15. Live in 
the South End? Feeling hungry? Very 
hungry? The prices aren't bad here and 
the quantities are generous; the menu 
sounds kinda gourmet but is pretty much 
meat-and-veg for the ‘90s. We liked the 
huge plate of fresh potato chips, the huge 
grilled pork loin, the huge banana-coconut 





cream pie. As for vibe: well, at ground 
zero of gay Boston, this is a more middle- 
of-the-road scene than you might expect 
THAI VILLAGE, 592 Tremont St., Boston, 
536-6548. $6-$13 (lunch, $5-$6). Small, 
high-quality Thai room contests South 
End's restaurant row with plenty of spice 
and some innovative dishes like fried 
sweet-potato sticks, mussel pancakes, 
and excellent seafood salad. Solid stan- 
dards (coconut chicken soup, hot-and- 
sour soup, pad thai), though the curries 
are a lot alike. 

TREMONT 647, 647 Tremont St., Boston, 
266-4600. $14-$19. A well-dressed crowd 
enjoys beautifully grilled food, clever but 
not overbearing, in this long and cozy 
bistro. A duck confit sits atop a sauce of 
red wine and white raisins; tater tots are 
infused with truffle o; the steamed 
Chilean sea bass comes wrapped in a 
huge banana leaf. The chef earned his 
stfipes at Cambridge’s East Coast Grill, 
but the feel is pure South End. BR “Paja- 
ma brunch” Sun., 10:30 a.m.-3 p.m. 
TRUC, 560 Tremont St., Boston, 338- 
8070. $21-$24. A little pricey, but dead-on 
flavorful versions of French bistro classics 
like pork rillettes and trout meuniére. A 
stylish, long South End room with a food- 
friendly (and very French) wine list. 


THEATER DISTRICT 
BREW MOON RESTAURANT AND MI- 
CROBREWERY, 115 Stuart St. (Trans- 
portation Bldg.), Boston, 523-6467. $6- 
$13. A brewpub, but initially the food was 
so much better and more interesting than 
at other brewpubs that we are going to 
call it a bistro. Pretty good wine list, too, 
and small plates to go with either bever- 
age. Serious desserts. Of the ales, the 
darkest and strongest are the best. CF In 
bar/lounge area. BR Sun., 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m 
DAVID'S, 123 Stuart St. (Transportation 
Bidg.), Boston, 367-8405. $8-$21. An ex- 
perimental menu with a Mediterranean 
spin. Weird, dark, stagy decor, though few 
will rush through this experience to get to 
theater. BR Sun., 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
LEGAL C BAR, 27 Columbus Ave. (Park 
Square), Boston, 426-5566. $11-$20. Le- 
gal Sea Foods’ puritanical devotion to 
quality is applied here to a relaxed 
Caribbean menu. The results are a little 
stiff but awfully good, even when it’s just 
tropical side dishes done right, alongside 
standard Legal wood-grilled scallops or 
fried calamari. And when it gets to acra 
(codfish cakes) or Bermuda fish chowder 
or rum drinks, or the pastry turnovers — 
well, you go outside and you're surprised 
not to see palm trees. CF Cigars for sale 
LEGAL SEA FOODS, 35 Columbus Ave 
(Park Plaza), Boston, 426-4444. $12-$23 
Locally famous and deservedly so 
Restaurants in the Legal chain (other lo- 
cations are at 5 Cambridge Center, in 
Kendall Square; at 800 Boylston St., in the 
Prudential mall; at the Chestnut Hill Mall, 
in Chestnut Hill; and at 100 Huntington 
Ave., in Copley Place) are large, loud, 
good for crowds, and perfect for impress- 
ing seafood-loving visitors from out of 
town 
MERCURY BAR, 116 Boylston St., 
Boston, 482-7799. $16-$19. A long bar, 
an open room, a standing, young, well- 
dressed crowd that looks like a crowd 
amid the dark Victorian wood and post- 
modern gilding. Small plates with power- 
ful, world-beat flavors. CF In bar/lounge 
area 


Cambridge 


CENTRAL SQUARE 

THE FISHERY, 718-730 Mass Ave, Cam- 
bridge, 868-8800. $9-$15. Clean, compe- 
tent fish house trying to bridge the family 
and fancy markets. Solid menu of broiled 
or fried choices. More fashionable dishes 
are dicier, but try the crabcakes, calamari 
tossed with roasted garlic, mussels with 
lemongrass, and the hazeinut cappuccino 
torte. 

GREEN STREET GRILL, 280 Green St., 
Cambridge, 876-1655. $15-$22. (Mon- 
days $9.95 for limited menu with live mu- 
sic starting after 10 p.m.) Hot Caribbean 
tastes in a gritty Soho-style bar. Not for 
the faint of heart or timid of palate. 


LA GROCERIA, 853 Main St. (off Mass 


Ave, between Kendall and Central), Cam- 
bridge, 497-4214. $9-$18. A local favorite 
serving classic Italian fare in a large, up- 
beat setting 

INDIAN GLOBE, 474 Mass Ave, Cam- 
bridge, 868-1866. $7-$10. Cheap even by 
Indian-restaurant standards, with good 
tandoori, a number of vegetarian curries, 
a variety of breads, fine fried appetizers, 
excellent chutneys and pickles. 

1ZZY'S SUB SHOP, 169-Harvard St., 
Cambridge, 661-3910. $3-$6. Cheap, 
plentiful, and clean dinners in a somewhat 
bland Puerto Rican style, which therefore 
favors the soups. A large variety of fried 
savories for the nostalgic and a really big 
and fun selection of imported soft drinks at 
honest prices. Some dishes and drinks 
from Jamaica and the Dominican Republic 
as well 

KOREANA, 154-158 Prospect St., Cam- 
bridge, 576-8661. $8-$20 (lunch, $7-$9) 

Savory Korean barbecues, spicy Korean 
Stir-fries, and top-flight sushi make this the 
most impressive Japanese-Korean restau- 
rant yet. Warm and informal. Have kabli or 
a sushi assortment, and save some of the 
marinated raw skate wing for me 

MARY CHUNG RESTAURANT, 464 
Mass Ave, Cambridge, 864-1991. $4-$10 
(lunch, $4-$5). A revival of the last really 
good '70s-'80s Mandarin-Szechuan 
restaurant of Central Square, complete 
with the same superior Peking raviolis, 
suan le chow show, chicken velvet, and 
dun dun noodles, and the same techno- 
nerd customers crowding in to get them. 
BR Chinese pastries served on Sat. and 
Sun., 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m 

MIDDLE EAST CAFE, 472 and 480 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge, 354-8238. $8-$16. One 
of the more explicitly Arabic restaurants in 
the area, with a distinctly Lebanese menu 

Strong on the kibbees; excellent beer se- 
lection. BR Sat. and Sun., 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m 

PU PU HOT POT, 907 Main St., Cam- 
bridge, 491-6636. $4-$12. Despite the 
name and modest size, a very fine Man- 
darin-Szechuan restaurant with a Tai- 
wanese emphasis on deep frying and 
good lists of vegetarian specialties and 
Shanghai cold appetizers. Don't miss the 
big noodle soups, vegetable tempura, or- 
ange-flavor chicken, strange-flavor 
shrimp, or the “Pu Pu scalliori doughnuts,” 
which take scallion pancakes to a whole 
new dimension 


EAST CAMBRIDGE 
ATASCA, 279A Broadway, Cambridge, 
354-4355. $11-$21. A warm, friendly 
restaurant with big butcher-block tables 
which makes a great case for the under- 
appreciated food of Portugal. Order a cou- 
ple bottles of vinho verde and enjoy the 
chopped-octopus salad, charcoal-grilled 
game hen, and améijoas na cataplana — 
clams in a traditional copper steamer. 
THE HELMAND, 143 First St., Cam- 
bridge, 492-4646. $10-$17. Greater 
Boston's first Aighan restaurant, and also 


one of the finest South Asian restaurants 


we have had. Serves dishes with a seam- 
less style in a beautiful setting with fine 
service. Vegetarians and meat-eaters will 
both be giddy with delight. 

MARRAKESH, 561 Cambridge St., East 
Cambridge, 497-1614. $11-$15 (lunch, 
$7-$9). “The only authentic Moroccan 
restaurant in Massachusetts,” and how 
would we know otherwise? Certainly deli- 
cious, but be sure to combine the bland 
couscous dishes with the brilliantly sauced 
lamb mashmash, Moroccan chicken, 
“tfaya cous cous,” or Souiri fish tagine 
Also neat salads, the savory-sweet chick- 
en bastilla, hearty soups, and sweet mint 
tea 

SALAMANDER, First and Athenaeum 
Sts. (Carter Ink Bidg.), Cambridge, 225- 
2121. $20-$38 (lunch, $4-$5). “Nouvelle 
barbecue bistro” is the best summary of 
this upscale café-restaurant featuring 
many kinds of fire and spice. Warm salads 
and desserts excel. Lunch a food-court- 
like gourmet bargain. Informal dress-up 
and postmodern posh. A searching, angu- 
lar mind in a peasant's hungry body 


HARVARD SQUARE 
BOMBAY CLUB, 57 JFK St. (Galleria 
Mall), Cambridge, 661-8100. $8-$13 (buf- 
fet lunch, $5.95). Inching above Boston 
standards, Bombay Club offers a familiar 
menu in unfamiliarly airy, contemporary 
surroundings. The divine is in the little 
things, like the buttering of mint chutney in 
the cheese pakoras, the distinctive spicing 
in the vegetarian curries, the texture and 
charcoal flavor of the reshmi kebab. Good 
breads. 

BREW MOON RESTAURANT AND Mi- 
CROBREWERY, 50 Church St., Cam- 
bridge, 499-BREW. $6-$16. Third branch 
of popular downtown restaurant/bar. (See 
listing under Theater District.) CF In the 
atrium. BR Sun., 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., with 
live jazz at noon. 
CAFE CELADOR, 5 Craigie Circ., Cam- 
bridge, 661-4073. $18-$23. A cozy, 
exquisitely pretty neighborhood restaurant 
serving Mediterranean-inspired food. 
CAFE OF INDIA, 52a Brattle St., Cam- 
bridge, 661-0683. $10-$18. A convention- 
al Indian restaurant menu reaches Har- 
vard Square, bearing some notable vege- 
tarian dishes: especially a stunning okra 
specialty, bhindi masala kadahi. Fine fried 
appetizers and stuffed breads. Desserts 
for hardcore escapists only. 
CAMBRIDGE COMMON, 1667 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge, 547-1228. $4-$13. A 
bar-restaurant right at the gates of Har- 
vard Law School, but with diner-style Mom 
food and no attitude. Microbrews on tap, 
the best sweet-potato fries around, and all 
the mac-and-cheese, meat loaf, and garlic 
mashed potatoes you can handle. Plus a 
soup of the day, a grilled fish of the day, a 
fruit crisp of the day, and — yes! — a 
bread pudding of the day. BR All-you-can- 
eat buffet on Sun., 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
CASABLANCA, 40 Brattle St., Cam- 
bridge, 876-0999. $16-$21. New chef Ana 
Continued on page 14 
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Continued from page 12 

Sortun has brought the most Mediter- 
ranean and least studenty food yet to this 
much-upscaled post-Brattle Theatre 
hangout. Bogart and Bergman wanna-bes 
can find the smoking section and practice 
their accents while grazing on excellent 
North African breads and spreads, fine 
entrées of roasted cod and grilled lamb 
and serious desserts. Great murals of the 
film. CF In the bar/café area. BR Sat. and 
Sun., 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m 

CHEZ HENRI, One Shepard St., Cam 
bridge, 354-8980. $16-$20. A classic 
French bistro with a Cuban flair: loud, ca- 
sual, warm, and nourishing. Try the 
steamed mussels in creamy saffron broth 
blanquette de veau on egg noodles, steak 
frite with sofrito and fries, trout a la meu- 
niére, lemon hazelnut tartlette. Cuban bar 
food is available until midnight, Fridays 
through Saturdays. CF In bar area 
weeknights after 9 p.m., weekends after 
10 p.m. Cigars for sale. BR Sun., 11 a.m 
to2 p.m 

DELHI DARBAR, 24 Holyoke St., Cam- 
bridge, 492-8993. $8-$14 (lunch, $6) 
Well-rounded Indian restaurant with a 
touch of luxury, solid tandoori items, and 
some novelties, like the cold appetizers 
methi chicken (with fenugreek leaves) 
and gingery okra. Above-average Indian 
desserts and masala tea 

GRAFTON STREET, 1280 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge, 497-0400. $9-$18. This place 
is pure New Harvard Square: pretty 
woody, slightly tony, slightly Irish. The 
dishes sound Irish but are mostly profuse 
takes on New American ideas. Your best 
bet is to enjoy the simpler stuff (salads, 
fish and chips), the excellent beer selec 
tion, and the warm buzz around the bar 
GRENDEL'S RESTAURANT & BAR, 89 
Winthrop St., Cambridge, 491-1160, 491- 
1050. $5-$12. Some terrific food from this 
age-old Harvard Square institution, includ- 
ing a wonderful “vegetarian gardenburger’ 
and a 60-item salad bar. The '70s look 
and feel is alive and well here. So are 
some terrific desserts. BR Sun., 11 a.m 
to 2:30 p.m 

HENRIETTA’S TABLE, 1 Bennett St., 
Charles Hotel, Cambridge, 661-5005 
$10-$16. Freshness is the theme here, 
with a farmstand built right into the decor 
Chefs visible in an open kitchen prepare 
down-home, cozy country fare, as well as 
simple but inspired continental cuisine and 
fresh-baked desserts. Stop by for the gen- 
erous Sunday brunch. BR Sun., noon to 3 
p.m 

HOUSE OF BLUES, 96 Winthrop St., 
Cambridge, 491-2583. $7-$20. Excellent 
service and great menu mainstays in an 
environment filled with great music and a 
remarkable collection of folk art. Live mu- 
sic every night at 10 p.m. BR 
Brunch/gospel shows on Sun. at 10 a.m., 
noon, and 2 p.m 

JOHN HARVARD'S BREW HOUSE, 33 
Dunster St., Cambridge, 868-3585. $8- 
$16. Try all the ales (brewed right here) 
on the Bard's Sampler, then split a roman- 
tic pint of the winner, likely the toasty Irish 
Export Stout. Food is actually very good, 
from the homemade chowders to the ap- 
ple-smoked chicken, smoked scallops on 
pasta, side dishes of corn pudding and 
potato pie, and an outstanding maple 
pecan pie. BR Sun., 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m 

NARITA, 18 Eliot St., Cambridge, 868- 
2226. $5-$23. Sushi, noodles, tempura, 
and other Japanese specialties 

RIALTO, 1 Bennett St. (Charles Hotel), 
Cambridge, 661-5050. $19-$31. Despite 
the Mediterranean name and format, it is 
the traditional French food that impresses, 
especially the manchego flan, roasted 
pork loin, and desserts like fresh figs on 
puff pastry with Champagne sabayon. Ho- 
tel guests give the room an upscale and 
older crowd, but a less formal tone than 
you might expect lets everyone enjoy. 
SANDRINE'S BISTRO, 8 Holyoke St., 
Cambridge, 497-5300. $15-$27. Pretty se- 
rious and beautifully composed food, es- 
pecially for something called a bistro, but 






the dedication to the food of Alsace en- 
sures that soups and entrées will have 
hearty, bistro-like flavors. And then there's 
the signature pizza-like flammekueche, 
loaded with onions and smoked bacon 
Fabulously composed desserts 

TA SHENG RESTAURANT, 16-18 Eliot 
St. (2nd floor), Cambridge, 497-8288 
497-4488. $5-$13. Generally good ver- 
sions of Mandarin-Szechuan dishes, in 
Taiwan-style readings, but with less 
grease and crispier frying than that has of- 
ten implied. Notable Peking duck, Peking 
ravioli, diet sliced jumbo shrimp and veg- 
etables, and crispy sesame beef. Also a 
very pretty place. BR Sat. and Sun., 11:30 
a.m. to3 p.m 

TANJORE, 18 Eliot St. (Harvard Square) 
Cambridge, 868-1900. $5-$13. At last, an 
Indian restaurant that breaks out of the 
traditional Punjabi menu and promotes 
novel regional dishes, especially the 
sweet-hot cooking of Western India, such 
as the “dokla & patra” appetizer, bhel, and 
shrimp no paatio. But don't miss the Ben- 
gali version of cauliflower and potatoes, 
nor the South Indian dosa dishes. Out 
standing rice and breads, too. 


INMAN SQUARE 
AKBAR INDIA RESTAURANT, 1248-50 
Cambridge St., Cambridge, 497-6548. $7 
$15 (lunch, $5-$7). The usual Indian 
menu, plus some valuably different South 
Indian small plates, such as masala dosai 
Try the pastry-wrapped samosas, the odd- 
ly spiced aloo bada and dahi vada, the 
mint-coriander chutney, garlic nan, and 
any of the tandoori dishes 
CAFE CHINA, 1245 Cambridge St., Cam- 
bridge, 868-4300. $8-$12. A small, ele- 
gant restaurant characterized by contem- 
porary Chinese cuisine, decor, and am- 
biance. Jazz background music, extensive 
beer and wine list, and homemade fortune 
cookies dipped in dark chocolate 
EAST COAST GRILL, 1271 Cambridge 
St., Cambridge, 491-6568. $13-$30. En- 
larged and leaning now toward premium 
fresh seafood, but still the greatest place 
with the least pretense for barbecue, 
grilled meat, soulful side dishes, and su- 
per-spicy hot dishes, clearly labeled. BR 
Latin brunch on Sun., 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m 
MAGNOLIAS, 1193 Cambridge St., Cam- 
bridge, 576-1971. $10-$20. The Cajun 
food is still the best. Try outstanding Ca- 
jun popcorn shrimp, panéed veal with tas- 
so, and blackened prime rib. Wider South- 
ern menu takes in fried green tomatoes, 
super Key lime pie. Bluefish paté and in- 
formal tone are strictly from Cambridge. 
MIDWEST GRILL, 1124 Cambridge St., 
Cambridge, 354-7536. $14-$17. The 
Brazilian contribution to barbecue is chur- 
rasco rodizio, which translates to a lot of 
meat for $16.95. Roasting spits are 
brought to your table: pork, beef, chicken, 
lamb, and more, in endless rotation. Other 
Brazilian specials are good, too, and the 
vibe is unfailingly friendly. CF In the bar 
area 
S&S DELI, 1334 Cambridge St., Cam- 
bridge, 354-0620. $6-$13. You can get a 
bit of everything here — traditional deli 
food to innovative entrées to desserts 
Great burgers and omelets; popular for 
weekend brunch. BR Sat. and Sun., 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m 


KENDALL SQUARE/MIT 
THE BLUE ROOM, One Kendall Sq., 
Cambridge, 494-9034. $17-$22. A quietly 
great Cambridge restaurant, especially for 
desserts. New owner Steve Johnson re- 
spects the space’s eclectic heritage of 
seafood, big flavors, and live fire, but adds 
a French bistro subtheme in post-peasant 
dishes like the “duck duo.” Excellent ser- 
vice of wines by the glass and uniquely 
correct tea service. BR Sun., 11 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. 

DADDY 0’S BOHEMIAN CAFE, 134 
Hampshire St., Cambridge, 354-8371. $9- 
$16. Beatnik decor but a contemporary 
menu of hardwood-grilled things and com- 
fort food like macaroni and cheese, updat- 
ed with a little smoked cheese. Good 
latkes, mussel fritters, fish fry, black-bean 
soup; and cheap, tasty desserts. Cheap 
list of wines and ciders, too. Wear your 


4 Burdick hot chocolate 


You sexy thing 


As sweets go, chocolate is a no-lose proposition, except when it’s 








Cambridge, 491-4340) for $10. 


hot chocolate — a drink all too often served watery and wanting in 
flavor. Not so the version at Burdick Chocolates in Harvard Square. 
Valhrona chocolate — rich in flavor (and in cost) — is shaved to a 
near-powdery state . . . and that’s it. You can order a mug at the café 
for $3, or take home a bag and mix it up yourself. Two to three table- 


spoons’ worth, some hot milk, and a few brisk stirs with your new 











the corporate office. At Bottega Fiorentina, in Brookline Village, you can find the 


CEO, with sleeves rolled up, tending a stove full of simmering sauces and joking in 


Italian over the din of 
the soccer match on 
television. 

This offshoot of 
the Coolidge Corner 
mother store takes deli- 
ciously after its parent. 
The moment you order, 
you’re presented with 
the Bottega Fiorentina 


trinity: a thick napkin, 


Call 232-2661. 


beret. CF Outside on the patio. BR Sun., 
11 a.m. to2 p.m 

MANHATTAN SAMMY'S, 1 Kendall Sq., 
Cambridge, 252-0044. $4-$10. Remark- 
ably haimische flavors in a Tech Square 
deli, including real steamed pastrami, as 
well as handsome salads and yuppie so- 
das. Loud enough for the kishke to taste 
right, quiet enough to discuss network 
software or read Mating by Norman Rush 
CF Outside on the patio. 

MIRACLE OF SCIENCE, 321 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge, 868-2866. $3-$9. A loud bar 
full of altemative rock and two-tone music, 
not too many MIT jokes. But great grilled 
skewers, each with tortillas and its own 
lively, creative condiment on the side 


- Also fabulous burgers with real roast pota- 


toes. Young, cool-looking crowd. CF After 
11 p.m. 

RHYTHM & SPICE, 315 Mass Ave, Cam- 
bridge, 497-0977. $9-$14. A lively, hip 
tribute to the English-speaking Caribbean 
with a reggae/soca beat, a beachy tone, 
warm staff, and excellent food. Try the 
gundy, festivals, escovitched fish, the cof- 
fee, and staying late for the dancing 
RISTORANTE FLORENTINA, 143 Main 
St., Cambridge, 577-8300. $9-$15. Not 
cheap, but cheaper than the upscale 
North Italian places it resembles. The food 


toy-sized whisk (free with purchase) give you a deeply flavored cup of the Great Dessert, kind of like a warm chocolate- 


pudding cake gone liquid. A 12-ounce bag of hot chocolate mix is sold at Burdick Chocolates (52 Brattle Street, in 
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Bottega Fiorentina 2 


Second time’s the charm in Brookline 


In an era when Starbucks and Au Bon Pain seem to move into every open store- 


front, it’s nice to see at least one business expansion that isn’t being brokered by 





utensils, and a generous slice of bread. With tools in hand, try the vegetarian 
lasagna ($5.25), a delicious white lasagna in which the vegetables don’t overwhelm 
the blend of cheeses; or the sweet and subtle pumpkin tortelloni ($5.95) in sage 
butter sauce. And if an Italian restaurant is only as good as its gnocchi, Bottega is 
right up there — the imported gnocchi ($5.95), bathed in any of 10 or so home- 
made sauces (try the pesto), will be the stuff of late-night fantasies for weeks to 
come. The restaurant itself is small, so plan-to get your goodies to go, but don’t 
hesitate to hang around and watch the game if someone makes room for you at one 
of the three wooden tables by the big storefront window. 

Bottega Fiorentina, located at 41 Harvard Street, in Brookline Village, is 


open Monday through Saturday from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m., and is closed Sunday. 


is more like what Italian restaurants used 
to serve, with good pizzetta, caesar salad, 
saltimbocca, and red sauces. Out of the 
way, quiet. 

ROYAL EAST, 782-792 Main St., Cam- 
bridge, (617) 661-1660. $4-$17. A roomy 
and remarkably inexpensive pair of dining 
rooms, with a lot of Asian family business. 
Order what you see on their tables, such 
as Cantonese-style seasonal vegetables 
and seafood, but don't miss the stuffed 
eggplant appetizer, or anything green on 
the whiteboards 

SALTS, 798 Main St., Cambridge, 876- 
8444. $15-$22. This tiny space has been 
home to a series of inventive bistros over 
the years, and the current occupant is 
charming and consistent. The food is New 
American with an Eastern European influ- 
ence; when we visited in the fall, that 
meant excellent Ukranian dumplings with 
a lovely roasted lamb loin 

THAIS, 1 Kendall Sq. (Building 300), 
Cambridge, 577-8668. $11-$17. Lovely, 
elegant, uncrowded place with tuxedoed 
servers — and you can still get delectable 
Thai (and some Vietnamese) food. Great 
fried appetizers and unusual grilled flavor 
in the Vietnamese shrimp-asparagus roll 
and grilled meats with lemongrass. Also, 
credibly hot jumbo shrimp chee and a 
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generous pad Thai. CF At the bar. 


NORTH CAMBRIDGE 

FRANK’S STEAK HOUSE, 2310 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge, 661-0666. $6-$14. The 
oldest steak house in Massachusetts, as 
far as anyone knows, is in the midst of a 
transformation from a blond-wood ‘70s 
eatery back to the dark red-meat empor- 
um it was when Tip O'Neill hung out here. 
You can certainly order chicken, but be 
warned: the motto is “Home of the Bone- 
less Sirloin Sizzling Platter.” CF In the 
restaurant, weeknights after 9 p.m., and 
weekends after 10 p.m. Also in the 
lounge. BR Sun., 10:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
HANA SUSHI, 2372 Mass Ave, Cam- 
bridge, 868-2121. $8-$13 (lunch, $6-$8). 
A handsome little storefront with excellent 
sushi and teriyaki, also a good hand with 
noodles. The great talent of Japanese 
restaurants for inducing mindfulness of 
essential flavors attracts both neighbor- 
hood couples and Japanese groups from 
the suburbs. 
RISTORANTE MARINO, 2465 Mass 
Ave., Cambridge, 868-5454. $9-$18. At its 
best, a big loud room full of hearty peas- 
ant flavors, sourdough rolls, grilled meats 
and vegetables, well-handled pasta. Top- 
flight desserts. Reservations for parties of 
eight or more 


PORTER SQUARE 
CHANGSHO, 1712 Mass Ave, Cam- 
bridge, (617) 547-6565. $7-$15. An ele- 
gant survivor from the great days of Cam- 
bridge Szechuan restaurants, especially if 
you stick with Cantonese-style seafood 
and vegetables, such salt-and-pepper 
calamari, steamed Chilean sea bass with 
ginger and scallion, and whatever the 
whiteboard specials indicate. 
CHRISTOPHER'S, 1920 Mass Ave, Cam- 
bridge, 876-9180. $6-$15. Serves South- 
western and Tex-Mex food, as well as 
sandwiches, burgers, and salads. A popu- 
lar neighborhood hangout and a pleasant 
place to linger over a beer or coffee and 
dessert. BR Sun., 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
FOREST CAFE, 1682 Mass Ave, Cam- 
bridge, 661-1634. $10-$14. Mexican-food 
fans tired of jack-cheese enchiladas and 
grilled-chicken nacho plates owe it to 
themselves to check out this dive 
bar-cum—Mexican joint. (The restaurant 
half used to be called Mexican Cuisine.) 
This is real regional cooking, not cheap 
but great for a change of pace. Good bets 
are the ejotes — truly remarkable green 
beans — as well as the enchiladas Trot- 
sky and any fish dish made with the 
pumpkin-seed-and-peanut mole. 
FRASER’S ON THE AVENUE, 1680 
Mass Ave, Cambridge, 441-5566. $7-$14. 
Is it a bar or is it a restaurant? Either. 
Both. The walls are full of goofy local art in 
this affordable yuppie hangout (that’s 
Cambridge yuppie, natch) between Har- 


KEY 
CF=Cigar Friendly BR=Brunch 


vard and Porter Squares. Some outstand- 
ing light dishes: cod-and-garlic paté, 
salmon pizza, mushroom risotto. Keep an 
eye out for interesting pasta specials. BR 
Sat. and Sun., 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m 
PORTERHOUSE CAFE, 2046 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge, 354-9793. $7-$13. Texas 
heaven. Food is heavily smoked, Texas 
style, so start with the pulled chicken and 
various beef components. Hot barbecue 
sauces. Great fries. Meatphobes can eat 
the grilled fish. CF 


Brookline 


BANGKOK BASIL, 1374 Beacon St 
(Coolidge Corner), Brookline, 739-1236 
$8-$13. A pleasant Thai restaurant with 
some unusual Indonesian dishes as well 
catering to immigrants and foreign stu- 
dents, as well as eager Brookline Anglos 
Don't miss Ayam Goreng and Mahtahba 
for appetizers, chili salmon for a main 
dish, or nasi goreng if you are by yourself 
and want to try a couple of the Indonesian 
treats on one platter. 

BOMBAY BISTRO, 1353 Beacon St 
(Coolidge Corner), Brookline, 734-2879 
$7-$13. A new, modern look in Indian 
restaurants makes this one suddenly pop- 
ular amid the Szechuan fans of Brookline. 
Well-executed dishes off the familiar Pun- 
jabi menu, with some new ones to this 
market: chicken or seafood xacuti with 
tamarind-coconut curry, a sour herbal 
chicken soup, a Peshawari nan with 
coconut and raisins. You can even dress 
up a little. BR Buffet on Sun., noon to 3 


p.m 
CAFE ST. PETERSBURG, 236 Washing- 
ton St. (Brookline Village), 277-7100. $9- 
$14 (lunch, $4-$8). At last a serious, ele- 
gant Russian restaurant, featuring cool, 
neoclassical renditions of flavorful Rus- 
sian dishes. Nothing sloppy about the 
borscht here, nor the blini, the pozharski 
cutlet, or chicken tabaka. A lot of neat 
vegetarian surprises, like beet pancakes, 
vegetarian stuffed cabbage with raisins, 
and a great venigret beet-potato salad. 
Waiters wear tuxedos even at lunch. 
FAJITAS & 'RITAS, 48 Boylston St. (Rte 
9), Brookline, 566-1222. $6-$10. Lively, 
casual Tex-Mex restaurant and margarita 
bar. 

GINZA, 1002 Beacon St. (Audubon Cir- 
cle), Brookline, 566-9688. $10-$24. Ar- 
guably the best sushi bar in Boston, cer- 
tainly one of the most avant-garde, yet 
well-grounded in tradition, as evidenced 
by the more than 20 brands of sake, the 
wide range of cooked appetizers, and the 
solid tempura and teriyaki. Somewhat ran- 
dom service won't bother those who come 
in expecting to share tastes. 

INDIA HOUSE, 239 Harvard St. (Coolidge 
Corner), Brookline, 739-9300. $6-$12. A 
handsome room that brings the wonderful 
institution of the Indian buffet lunch to 
Coolidge Corner. The dinner menu is 
rather nondescript so far, considering that 
the same owners have an Indian grocery 
across the street stocked with exotic edi- 
bles. 

INDIAN CAFE, 1665 Beacon St. (Wash- 
ington Sq.), Brookline, 277-1752. $6-$13 
Lunch and weekend buffet cheaper. Not 
wildly innovative Indian restaurant, but a 
good hand with the spices, both generous 
and varied from dish to dish. Good soups 
and fried appetizers, really tasty vindaloo, 
and channa masala that makes those 
chickpeas sing. Modern and trim little din- 
ing room. 

KIYOSHI SUSHI HOUSE, 398 Harvard 
St. (Coolidge Corner), Brookline, 232- 
5800, 739-8679. $8-$17. Authentic addi- 
tion to the several small sushi palaces 
along Harvard Street and Harvard Av- 
enue. Unusual sushi include marinated 
vegetables, but one should not miss the 
many grilled specials, unusual seafood 
dishes, and noodle soups. Soundtrack of 
"50s jazz. 

KOKOPELLI CHILI CO., 1648 Beacon St 
(Washington Square), Brookline, 277- 
2800. $7-$13 Ignore the name and the 
seven kinds of chile and go through the 
New Mexico-style dishes with one or more 
of their superb margaritas. Don't miss the 
sopaipillas, grilled vegetables, and a side 
of sweet-potato fries. A fun, bar kind of at- 
mosphere that some kids will also enjoy, 
but not hokey. Probably should be hokier, 
in fact. 

MATT MURPHY'’S, 14 Harvard St 
(Brookline Village), 232-0188. $6-$12 
Real Irish pub with good food. Actually 
rather Irish good food at that. Very bizarre, 
but everyone else is too busy enjoying to 
make much of the situation. Insanely large 
portions, too. Don't miss anything with the 
french fries and homemade ketchup, the 
various savory pies, soups, salads — real- 
ly, anything. BR Sun., 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
NIKO’S RESTAURANT, 187 Harvard St 
(Coolidge Corner), Brookline, 277-2999. 
$3-$10. A rare find: actual Greek food at 
Greek prices and plenty of it. Dips like ul- 
tra-garlicky skordalia and subtle tara- 
masalata. Cheap, huge spinach pies, gyro 
sandwiches. Full-flavored meatballs, 
stuffed grape leaves, roast lamb, and real 
mashed potatoes. Very decent fried chick- 
en for the kids. Small but sincere. 
PANDAN LEAF, 250 Harvard St. 
(Coolidge Corner), Brookline, 566-9393. 
$6-$15 (lunch, $6-8). Boston's third and 
maybe best-yet Malaysian restaurant. 
Certainly the best-looking, with a modem 
bistro style. A few highlights of this novel 
cuisine are the pandan-leaf lobak as an 
appetizer, the gado-gado salad, the 
Malaysian yee sang, fine-flavored barbe- 
cued stingray, spicy Indonesian chicken, 
and a soupy bubur cha cha for dessert. 
Explanatory menu and many “safe” dishes 
make this an easy place to jump in, or 
bring a group. 

PROVIDENCE, 1223 Beacon St. 
(Coolidge Corner), Brookline, 232-0300. 


Continued on page 18 
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At our Tech Nite you get a chance to 
tour our campus, explore our modern 


Over 20 Associate Degree Programs pas, Ur f 
Q 
c c labs and classrooms, talk with instruc- 


tors and students, meet with financial 


Bachelor Degree Programs 2 
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aid officers and admissions officers 


Hands-on trai lg all in a casual, relaxed atmosphere; it's 
the perfect opportunity to find out why 


Modern labs and classrooms New England Tech is the choice of 
Career planning assistance thousands of students a year. 
Day or evening classes Presentations & Inform 

C 


Meet with instructors and students 


Financial Ald available 0 those who qualify Tour Labs and Classrooms 


Learn about our 24 Associate Degree programs 
and 6 Bachelor's Degree programs 


Small classes 
eae . Meet with Financial Aid Officers 
Gis begin four times fl year Learn more about Career Planning Assistance 
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Can Change Your Life Institiite 
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ONLY ONLY 


North End cooking without the 
North End hassles. 





LaGroceria 


RISTORANTE ITALIANO AND PIZZERIA 


853 Main St. © Central Square ¢ Cambridge ¢ 617.876.4162 


You sit. We cook. Everybody’s happy. 
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1653 Beacon Street * Brookline * 617.232.3727 fax 617.738.0460 
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Serving breakfast, lunch & dinner Tues-Sat 
Sunday-brunch only 9-3 
Seasonal patio 


Conveniently located near Symphony 
247-9001 








The Boston area's first sexuality boutique, especially, but not exclusively for women! 


Qrand 
. 
Opening! 
Come Celebrate Five Years of Great Sex! 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6™ 

‘Grand Opening!’s 5th Anniversary Party 
Dancers ¢ Dungeon Play ¢ Birthday Cake ® Fashion Show ¢ and 

Plenty of surprises for everyone! Doors open at 9:00pm, 21+, 

$10.00 cover, $3.00 off at the door for w earing fetish, drag, 


formal wear, uniform, PVC Leather, or latex. 
ManRay, 21 Brookline Street, Central Square, Cambridge 


Upcoming Events at Grand Opening 
Wednesday, November 11th: 
“What About Hormones” 
The lowdown on hormone use during 
menopause, Hot flashes and other symptoms. 


7:30-9:30 $20.00 Open to all 
Monday, November 16th: 


“Sensual Domination/Submission.” 
Learn how gentleness can go a long way. 
Co-Sponsored by the Boston Phoenix 
this class is for Women Onl 


7:30-9:30 $20.00 Women Only 
Pre-Registration is required for all workshops 






318 Harvard Street, Suite 32 (2nd floor) 
Brookline, MA 02446 (617) 731-2626 


www.grandopening.com 


















Tuesday, November 10th: 
“Ifs, Ands, and Buts!” 
Our anal sex workshop 


7:30-9:30 $20.00 Open to all 


Friday, November 13th: 
“YUM! YUM! Chocolate Fantasy 
Cream Night!” 

Learn all about the tasty possibilities. 


7:00-9:00 Open to all 














YAK ARTS INTERNATIONAL | 
54 JEK ST. HARVARD SQUARE 617-497-1453 


A GREAT STORE TO FIND A QUALITY GIFT AT A REASONABLE PRICE! 


CHECK 
OUT OUR 
HAD IN THE 

ARTS 
SECTION 


This Month’s Edition of 
One in Ten Is Included in the November 20 Issue! 








DINING GUIDE 


Continued from page 14 

$13-$22. An elegant postmodern dining 
room with intellectual substance. Chef 
Paul O'Connell has nouvelle-American 
training and Northern Italian experience 
but hearty, northern-European flavors 
keep sneaking in. BR Sun., 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m 

RUBIN’S KOSHER RESTAURANT, 500 
Harvard St. (Coolidge Corner), Brookline 
566-8761. $4-$8. The only Boston kosher 
restaurant that vies with the better Manhat- 
tan delis in the all-important pastrami cate- 
gory. Warm, non-exclusionary atmo 
sphere. The only problem is, 30 days later 
you're hungry again. 

SHALOM HUNAN, 92 Harvard St. (Brook- 
line Village), 731-9778. $7-$20. Glatt 
kosher attempts at the classic dishes of 
pork-loving China, succeeding perfectly 
with the steamed sea bass, and pretty well 
with pan-fried dumplings, mu shu veal, and 
General Tso’s chicken. Nice service and 
chocolate cake for dessert offset a some- 
what sweet-and-bland palate 

TABERNA DE HARO, 999 Beacon St 
Brookline, (617) 277-8272. $10-$15 (tapas 
cost less). The most modern Spanish 
tapas place in the city may also be the 
most authentic: there really are no dinners 
per se, and the food is tuned salty and 
small to complement the dry sherries of 
Spain. A great evening if you like this kind 
of eating, and better if you connect early 
and often with the grilled asparagus, white 
anchovies, pollo en pepitoria, shrimp in 
garlic oil, or the cheese platter 
YOKOHAMA, 238 Washington St., Brook- 
line Village, 734-6465. $9-$15 (lunch, $7- 
$9). Small jewel box of a Japanese restau- 
rant, with some good Korean dishes as 
well. Wide selection of appetizers and 
sushi, generous entrées of tempura, noo- 
die soups, and teriyaki. Don't miss the 
stone pot bibim-bap” or the combo tempu- 
ra 

ZAFTIGS, 335 Harvard St. (Coolidge Cor 
ner), Brookline, 975-0075. $6-$15. Despite 
the name, a very un-nostalgic, postmodern 
kind of delicatessen with generally excel- 
lent food and very reasonable desserts 
Un-nostalgic means low-fat pastrami 
chicken soup, and such, but also glorious 
corned beef, whitefish salad not to have to 
die for, and excellent daily sorbets 


Newto 


APPETITO, 761 Beacon St. (Newton Cen- 
tre), Newton, 244-9881. $10-$19. Wildly 
popular, no-reservation café-bar with good 
Italian food and an interesting undertone of 
what used to be called “Continental.” Peo- 
ple dress informally, but eat nicely ar- 
ranged salads and antipasti, al dente pas- 
ta, grilled specialties with real whipped 
potatoes, tortes, and tarts. BR (Labor Day 
through Memorial Day) Sat., 11:30 a.m. to 
4 p.m., and Sun., 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
CHUNG SHIN YUAN, 183 California St., 
Newton, 964-0111. $2-$7 (brunch). Week- 
days, this is a_ run-of-the-mill 
Mandarin/Szechuan restaurant. But the 
Taiwanese brunch here on Saturdays and 
Sundays is Newton's best-kept secret 
Line up by 11:15 for the 11:30 opening 
and enjoy jellyfish salad (better than it 
sounds), steamed pork dumplings, and 
fried bread dipped in a bowl of sweet soy 
milk. BR Opens at 11:30 a.m. Sat. and 
Sun 

JOHNNY'S LUNCHEONETTE, 30 Lang- 
ley Rd. (Newton Centre), Newton, 527- 
3223. $5-$12. Too many concepts — ‘50s 
diner, postmodern revival, Jewish deli, kid- 
friendly — but the good food makes a cer- 
tain sense of it. | especially recommend 
the Jewish-identified stuff like matzoh-ball 
soup. Reuben sandwiches, stuffed cab- 
bage, and kosher-style hot dogs. Only 
trendoid thing is the wall art; otherwise 
good attitude, tasteful even 

MOON WOMAN CAFE, 108 Oak St 
(Newton Upper Falls), Newton, 630-9569 
$12-$16. A little place with a big menu, 
Mediterranean (and some Parisian) dishes 
with flavor, texture, and real heart. Don't 
miss the potato-leek soup, seafood crostini 
with brandade, eggplant ravioli with sage- 
smoked mushrooms, or the seasonal pies. 
Hard to find, but a find 

NORUMBEGA PARK RESTAURANT, 
287 Auburn St., Newton, 558-7654. $10- 
$18. A very useful suburban roadhouse 
that reaches beyond reliability with truly 
impressive salads, broiled vegetables, a 
real-wood grill, and a fallen chocolate 
cake. An open stairwell links rooms of an 
old house into a large dining space, so you 
can dress to be seen and heard 

PAPA RAZZI, 199 Boylston St. (Chestnut 
Hill Mall, Chestnut Hill), Newton, 527-6600 
$8-$20 (lunch, $5-$11). A modestly priced 
restaurant serving particularly good salads 
al dente pastas, and pizzas. Also look for 
veal dishes and Tuscan sausage. BR 
Sun., 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m 

SABRA, 45 Union St. (Newton Centre), 
Newton, 964-9275. $5-$12. A typical Is- 
raeli/Middle East restaurant with an out- 
standing luncheon buffet ($6.50). Invest 
heavily in the rice-and-lentil dardara, egg- 
plant moussaka, tomato-laced wheat pilaf, 
tabouleh, spicy hummus, and such. On the 
meat side of the menu, a cute trick of spic- 
ing the shwarma like pastrami, with corian- 
der seed and mustard. CF In bar/lounge 
area, 

SEMAR, 80 Langley Road, Newton Cen- 
ter, (617) 332-8108. $7-$12. A little In- 
donesian place with some great smelis 
and some exotic dishes. Fried things are 
easy to like here, as are the four variations 
on nasi goreng, the Indonesian fried rice. 
Excellent spicy calamari, and don't miss 
the clear vegetable soups. Iced-syrup 
desserts in parfait glasses with candied 
morsels rather suit this cuisine. 

SOL AZTECA, 75 Union St. (Newton Cen- 


tre), Newton, 964-0920. $10-$15. The 
area's best Mexican restaurant, admittedly 
not a very competitive honor, opens a 
beautifully decorated branch in Newton 
Centre. No dilution in such classics as the 
grilled shrimp in cilantro sauce, puero en 
adobo, and evident improvement in stan- 
dard Mexican items like chicken enchi- 
ladas. Mexican coffee with cloves and a 
homemade cheesecake 


Somerville 


CHEF LEE’S GOURMET CHINESE, 296- 
298 Beacon St., Somerville, 876-7666. $5- 
$13 (lunch, $4-$5). Chef John Lee, former- 
ly of Café China, brings back the high- 
powered, distinctively flavored Szechuan 
food of yore. Hot and authentic yu hsiang 
dishes, kangsho shrimp, and Ta Chien 
chicken. Even the rice has extra aroma 
For a fried appetizer, try the shrimp-stuffed 
eggplants 

DALI, 415 Washington St., Somerville, 
661-3254. $17-$22 (entrées); $3.50-$7.50 
(tapas). A rare outpost for Spanish-from- 
Spain cooking. Tapas capture the tone 
and savor of the original, from slices of 
potato omelet and fresh anchovy fillets to 
garlicky potato salad and sautéed porto- 
bello mushrooms. Starting at $3.50 a pop, 
you can afford to experiment 

EAST ASIA, 868 Broadway (Powder- 
house Sq.), Somerville, 666-8282. $6-$9 


A tiny, out-of-the-way place with great 
great Asian food. The menu is North Chi- 
nese and Thai, but the keynote is loving 
treatment of basic ingredients in dishes 
like chili eggplant, royal tofu, and spicy 
squid 

EAT, 253 Washington St., Somerville, 
776-2889. $9-$16. More homey than 
haute, this Union Square hole in the wail is 
at its best with modem takes on American 
faves like pork chops, catfish, and pear 
crisp. A pleasant, parlorlike room fills up 
with neighbors who like the friendly vibe 
and the owner, Charlie, who circulates 
around the tables checking in on every- 
one's dinner. BR Sun., noon to 3 p.m. 
EVOO, 118 Beacon Street, Somerville, 
(617) 661-3866. $16-$21. Chef Peter Mc- 
Carthy, late of the Bostonian Hotel, boldly 
opens Somerville’s most expensive restau- 
rant and the foodie stampede begins. 
When he's on, he’s on: buttermilk-fried 
oysters, sweet marinated quail, and wood- 
grilled bass all show spark and substance 
But the fast-and-loose approach to ethnic 
idioms means the food isn't always as con- 
sistent as the sculptural presentation 
would have you believe. . 

JOHNNY D'S UPTOWN RESTAURANT, 
17 Holland St. (Davis Square), Somerville, 
776-2004. $8-$16. Where else can you eat 
inventive, healthy food while sipping draft 
microbrews and listening to Luther “Guitar 
Jr.” Johnson? Try the conch fritters with 
sweet-potato fries, maverick grits, vegetari- 
an dishes, anything Southem. BR Sat. and 
Sun., 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

JOSHUA TREE, 256 Elm Street (Davis 
Square), Somerville; 623-9910. $6-$13 It's 
in Davis Square, but it’s designed like a 
downtown trendster bar, with industrial 
steel trim and waiters in black T-shirts 
The menu is mostly by-the-numbers bar 
food and Mexican stuff, but it does have 
its moments: terrific pinto beans; a “mojo 
roast pork loin” that got our mojo going 
Thirty-two beers on tap 

PALENQUE, 300 Beacon St., Somerville, 
491-1004. $10-$15. This great little mole- 
in-the-wall proves to New Englanders that 
classic Mexican cooking can be tangy and 
complex instead of just hot. Try the camitas 
(pork tips in an unsweetened chocolate-or- 
ange sauce) or anything with the cilantro- 
heavy salsa verde. Bring your own beer 
REDBONES, 55 Chester St., Davis 
Square, Somerville, 628-2200. $6-$13. Big 
food for big guys. Loud and bright and leg- 
endary for barbecued, grilled, and smoked 
things, hoofed or otherwise. The Arkansas 
ribs are phenomenal; so are the Buffalo 
shrimp. Try the com pudding to start. The 
wait is long but worth it. Cash and checks 
only. CF On the bar area after 10 p.m 
UNION SQUARE BISTRO, 16 Bow St 
(Union Square), Somerville, 628-3344 
$12-$17 (lunch, $6-$10). True bistro spir- 
it, and hearty filling food. Outstanding 
bread platter, fine appetizers, good din- 
ners, weak desserts is the profile, so 
graze away. Don't miss any form of crab 
cakes or portobello mushrooms. BR 
Sun., noon to 3 p.m 

VINNY’S AT NIGHT, 76 Broadway (Sulli- 
van Square), Somerville, 628-1921. $7- 
$18. Behind a convenience store called 
Vinny’s Superette lurks this den of pure 
East Somerville underworld cool. Great 
chops and profuse pasta served on red- 
and-white-check tablecloths, and more 
antipasti than you can shake a stick at. 
Try the amazing pork chop in vinegar-pep- 
per sauce. 


KEY 
CF=Cigar Friendly BR=Brunch 








Watertown 


LE BOCAGE, 72 Bigelow Ave., Water- 
town, 923-1210. $28-$38 (four courses) 
Big-hotel French menu (but shorter) in a 
quiet Watertown storefront. Miles from the 
cutting edge, but a competent kitchen. Try 
appetizers like the curried fruit salad or 
the sausage of smoked chicken and ap- 
ple. An easy mix of posh informality 
KAREEM’S, 600 Mt. Auburn St. (Cam- 
bridge line), Watertown, 926-1867. $5-$7 
Cheap and delectable. Also authentically 
homemade, with real lemon juice in every 
dish, and plenty of red pepper and garlic 
No atmosphere, but outstanding platters 
of falafel, kibbeh, hummus, marinated ke- 
babs, and a powerful sautéed chicken 
Several vegetarian dinners. Closed week- 
end nights 

STELLINA, 47 Main St. (Watertown Sq.) 
Watertown, 924-9475. $13-$15. Trendy 
northern Italian food with counter-trendy 
pleasant service and reservations. Try 
anything grilled, anything stuffed, and your 
favorite pastas. Appetizers and desserts 
are a notch above entrées, so consider a 
graze. Informal despite popularity; a loyal 
crowd with an academic tinge 


Out of Town 


AIGO BISTRO, 84 Thoreau St., Concord, 
(508) 371-1333. $15-$18. Great flavors of 
the Mediterranean from Tunisia to the 
Basque country, but centered on 
Provence (whence the garlicky name) 
rounded off with Parisian technique. Bet- 
ter focused and meliower than the fine ur- 
ban cafés I'd compare it to. Menu 
changes frequently, but see if they don't 
have the great brandade, the brilliant 
seafood entrées, anything from North 
Africa, and the honey-lavender-thyme flan 
that amazed me. A well-dressed, middle- 
aged suburban crowd dines incredibly 
well. BR Sun., 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m 
CARAMBOLA, 663 Main Street 
Waltham, (781) 899-2244. $7-$20. Rather 
posh, rather refined, completely delicious 
version of Cambodian home-style cooking 
as it might have been in an affluent home 
ry family of Elephant Walk fame 
have focused on this purely Cambodian 
(except well-selected wines and desserts) 
restaurant worth a trip to Waltham from 
anywhere east of Pnom Penh. Order from 
each of five categories, but don’t miss the 
spring rolls and the carambola salad 
among the grilled delights and light cur- 
ries. 

CLEM & URSIE’S, 85 Shank Painter 
Road, Provincetown, (508) 487-2333 or - 
2536. $4-$26. A family place with seafood 
broiled or fried, live lobsters, remarkable 
smoked barbecue (!), some super Por- 
tuguese dishes, gourmet sandwiches — 
something for every conceiveable ap- 
petite. Don't overlook the fried ocean cat- 
fish “vinho dahlos,” Wellfleet oysters on 
the half-shell, or the divine, smoked brisket 
sandwich. 

EL SARAPE, 5 Commercial St., Braintree 
(Weymouth Landing), 843-8005. $8-$12. 
A modest suburban storefront full of real 
Mexican flavors. The format and many 
dishes imitate Sol Azteca, but often im- 
prove on the model, as with the’ black- 
bean soup, camitas, and guacamole ap- 
petizers, and the fabulous churros for 
dessert. Not as pretty as the best Boston 
Mexican restaurants, but often tastier food 
and cheap enough to justify a run from 
Providence 

FLORA, 190 Mass Ave, Arlington, 641- 
1664. $11-$18. The foodie scene arrives 
in Arlington Center in airy, peach-toned 
form. Located in a renovated bank, the 
first solo project of journeyman chef Bob 
Sargent is strong on grillwork and full of 
catchy touches, like the arugula-fennel- 
calamari salad, or the intensely garlicked 
escarole under the leg of lamb. BR Sun, 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

GALA, 138 Mass Ave, Arlington, (781) 
646-1404. $10-$16. Chef Bob Buoniconti 
late of the East Somerville hideout 
Vinny’s, gamely sallies around the 
Mediterranean with salt cod from Portugal, 
tapas from Spain, pasta from Italy, and 
pineapple pizza from somewhere inside 
his own head. There are a couple stand- 
outs on the appetizer menu (chourico 
paté, daily antipasto), and otherwise it's 
not bad for the ‘burbs, and good value for 
money. 

IPANEMA RESTAURANT AND CHUR- 
RASCARIA, 106 Southville Rd. (corner of 
Rt. 85), Southborough, (508) 460-6144 
$8-$16. Fifty minutes from Boston, but 
close enough to the Brazilian community 
of Framingham for top-notch mandioca fri- 
ta, pastels, a superb muqueca of shrimp 
and halibut, and an uncrowded churrasco 
(Brazilian barbecue). Big American-style 
roadhouse — comfortable if unexotic. Live 
music and feijoada on weekend nights 
KATAHDIN, 106 High St., Portland, ME, 
(207) 774-1740. $9-$15. A terrific New 
American bistro in Portland, which is 
emerging as the hippest of the reviving 
New England cities. Don't miss the crab 
and scallop dishes, the comfort food, or 
any of the several chocolate desserts. CF 
KONG LUH, 9 Medford St. (Arlington Cen- 
ter), Arlington, 643-2456. $5-$13. Kong 
Luh opens up new regions of China, as the 
chef is a Mongol from Manchuria, though 
also influenced by the subtleties of Beijing 
cuisine. The result is a small restaurant of 
large interest, especially the Mongol rolls, 
parou, “sour and spicy vegetable” (actually 
a pickle), and any of the soups. 
MEDITERRANEO BISTRO, 323 Turn- 
pike St., Canton, 821-8881. $15-$22. Fi- 
nally, a source for garlic and cumin south 
of Route 128. Excellent regional dishes 
from Spain, Southern France, Italy, 
Greece, and Northern Africa, many inno- 
vatively prepared. Don’t let the exterior 
scare you off. CF 
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JRelationships 


Women 


Men 


PETITE BLONDE 
Attractive, slender SWF, 26 
fun unpretentious trans 
planted midwesterner, who 
loves NBA basketball, travel- 
ing, and movies at Kendall 
Seeking intelligent, well- 
rounded SM, 26+, with great 
sense of humor. 478802 (exp 
12/10) 

CAT EATS DETROIT! 
Witty, pretty graduate st 
dent, SWF, 25, seeks 


with humor, scholarly or 


T8823 


DREAMY EYES 
} artist, very attractive 
slim, Savvy, sensu- 
intelligent SPWF 
Passionate about art 
antiques, travel, photography, 
jazz. Seeking handsome, lib- 
eral, creative, smart, SM 
30+, any race. M8831 (exp 
12/10) 

LAUGH WITH ME 
Funny, compassionate, occa- 
sionally opinionated, open- 
minded, PhD, plump but 
attractive, and physicaily 
active SUF, 30. Seeking intel- 
ligent, liberal, passionate, 
active, curious, kind, bal- 
anced SM, non-smoker, for 
friendship, and eventual com- 
mitted relationship. T8809 
(exp 12/10) 

TEDDY BEAR 
Wanted: SWM, 28-34, tall, 
strong, attractive, adventur- 
ous, easy-going, to share life, 
milk and honey in a long-term 
relationship. 9113 (exp 
12/17) 

SHORT & SWEET 
SWF, 25, 5'2”, 125ibs, seeks 
ambitious, humorous, attrac- 
tive man, 24-32, non-smoker, 
who enjoys movies, cooking, 
outdoors, intelligent conver- 
sation, music,going out or 
staying in. 8822 (exp 


12/10) 
COME ON... 
see what you've been miss- 
ing! Leggy, active, open- 
minded SWF, 22, 672” 
Seeking tall, funny, athletic 
20-something, for arts, din- 
ing, music, movies, and more 
in Boston. #8716 (exp 12/3) 
BRIGHT LIGHTS 
BIG CITY 
Blonde/blue beauty, 24, 5’6’ 
slim, stylish, smart, free-spir- 
ited, fun, seeks a tall, hand- 
some partner in crime, 23-29 
who enjoys laughs, cocktails 
culture, mischief, conversa- 
tions. Let’s waste some time 
together. #78579 (exp 12/3) 
TALL, COOL... 
intelligent guy wanted by 
SBF, 22, 5'8”, somewhat 
average, enjoys reading, and 
music. Seeking SWM, 22-32, 
5'10"+, emotionally stable, 
artsy person someone 
secure with themselves and 
in having an interracial rela- 
tionship. 28407 (exp 11/30) 
SLIDING DOORS 
Cute, slim blonde, 22, who 
wants to be a bike abe so 
she can make better use of 
her brand new, mail order 
teeny bopper, silver, vinyl 
jacket. Seeking obsequious 
purple, clairvoyant boy, 22- 
29. 48722 (exp 12/3) 

WHO IS JOHN GALT? 
Attractive, creative, urban SF 
27, little black dresses & plat- 
form heels, seeks adventur 
ous, intelligent, stylish gentle- 
man, with aspirations and a 
dark side, for swing dancing 
wine-tasting, exploring, and 
the answer to that immortal 
question. #9116 (exp 12/17) 

EXOTIC & FUNKY 
Funny, intelligent, liberal, very 
attractive SF 24 
Mediterranean flair, loves 
strength of Tori; intense beau- 
ty of Crete;, peppery flavor of 
Australia shiraz. Seeking cre- 
ative,. fit, confident, intuitive 
laid back man, late 20s, who 
appreciates art, film, NYC 
vibrancy. #78714 (exp 12/3) 


a ll 


LOVE IS THE LAW 
Pagan professional 27 
seeks educated, intelligent 
drue is - @ 
Pagan/Thelemic/spiritually 
open-minded man, 25-33, to 
spend time with and possibly 
develop a relationship. Is it 
your will? 28553 (exp 12/3) 

DEPENDING ON THE 
DAY... 
it's either: margaritas or milk 
shakes, platforms or pearls, 
comedy or conundrums. For 
you: Blueman or Blues bar 
stubble or smooth shave; phi- 
losophy or farce. Each of us 
confident 


is: lean creative 


engaging, appealing. M8586 


exp te 


GREEN EYES & SPAM 


SWF, 3 , bright, witty 
iss 
and 

ature 

Dicker Woodhou life 

t 


biking, tennis, riding, fenc- 


ing). Seeking sensitive, gen- 
erous, Indiana Jones-type 
30-40. #98724 (exp 12/3 

OPERA ANYONE? 
Tall SWJF, 31, loves the out- 
doors (especially the fall!) 
theater (in a show now) 
music (ail of it!). Please have 
something you are passion- 
ate about. #8533 (exp 12/3) 

FRECKLES WITH 

HUMOR 
SWF, 33, creative, intelligent 
fit, fun, down-to-earth, attrac- 
tive, and outgoing, looking for 
same in SWM, 28-38, good 
conversationalist, indepen- 
dent, sense of humor, and 
honest. #78122 (exp 11/26) 
ROCK OPERA 

Attractive, artistic SWF, 26 
loves NPR & “Simon Birch.’ 
Seeking independent, imagi- 
native, __ listening/iaughing 
handsome male, to break out 
and rock, applepick & cider 
sip, or chat over BIBA’s lob- 
ster pizza. 49130 (exp 

12/17) 

DARLING, DYNAMIC... 
Doctor, 28, dares delightful 
degreed doer displaying 
dash, dazzle, direct 
demeanor, for deep discus- 
sions, delectable dining, dis- 
covering destinations, to dis- 
perse doldrums during dark 
and dreary days. Do dial 
9119 (exp 12/17) 

THE ANTI-BIMBO 
Non-waif, professional, Italian 
SWF, 31, tall, seeks someone 
who knows his way around 
the MFA *and* Home Depot. | 
find Norm Abrams better than 
Brad Pitt, physically and intel- 
lectually. 498717 (exp 12/3) 

TEXAS BELLE 
All-American blonde profes- 
sional, 26, down-to-earth 
secure in all sense of the 
word. Seeking professional 
SM, 25-35, with similar char- 
acteristics. | enjoy good wine 
the outdoors, and I'm sophis- 
ticated yet earthy. 28594 
(exp 12/3) 

Make me an offer | can't 
refuse: Sate in Bangkok? 
Camping in Belize? Bicycling 
in Cuba? Must crave lifetime 
patnership, creative synergy 
wordplay and fatherhood 
with smart, sexy, leftist SWF 
33. #78736 (exp 12/3) 

SWF, 23, college grad, seeks 
attractive, professional man 
21-30, of any race, for con- 
certs, clubs, film, and fun 
8561 (exp 12/3 

TAKE A LOOK 
I'm tired of the dating scene 
Genuine, kind-hearted SWF 
23, with good sense of 
humor, seeks swell, funny 
guy. 48136 (exp 11/26) 
Beautiful, tall, long-haired 
WF, 28, looking for tall, edu 
cated, very handsome BM 
for fun, friendship, maybe 
romance. 8777 (exp 12/10) 
Vivacious professional SBF 
30, native NYer, seeks intelli- 
gent, ambitious, dependable 
SBM, 28-38, not commitment 
phobic, for possible long-term 
relationship. 8530 (exp 

12/3) 


NOT JUST ANOTHER... 
pretty face. SWF, 25, with 
looks, brains, and personality 
Enjoys a night at Fenway as 
much as a night at the 
Huntington. Seeking attrac- 
tive, professional, SWM, 25- 
35, who likes to try new 
things, can laugh at himself 
and still believes in old-fash- 
ioned romance. 78168 (exp 
11/26) 

BORN IN THE 60S? 
Pretty, fun, fit, intelligent, ath- 
letic SWF, 36, 5'3”, seeks 
cute, professional, younger 
SM, non-smoker. I’m interest- 
ed in intellectual stimulation, 
ski weekends, design, travel- 
ing, swing/Latin dancing, 
long-term relationship 
8173 (exp 11/26) 

Playful, professional, mas- 
sage therapist, 26, from 
California, seeks SWM, 30- 
35, that enjoys massages, 
backgammon, and blueberry 
pancakes for dinner! #8588 
(exp 12/3) 

Quirky, honest, multi-interest- 
ed SWF, 22, looking to meet 
decent guy, to share music 
movies, hikes, conversations, 
and general silliness with 
9117 (exp 12/17) 

CRAZY, SEXY, COOL 
Exotic, professional BF, 23 
confident, witty, charming 
articulate and athletic 
Seeking professional 
Renaissance M, race open, 
for friendship, possibly more 
77452 (exp 11/17) 

FLAMBOYANT 

Tall, attractive, professional 
female, 30, brown/brown 
energetic physically _ fit 
Seeking tall, intelligent, pro- 
fessional male, that enjoys 
good communication, music 
dining and travel. No games 
Friendship first. #°7840 (exp 
11/19) 
Extremely pretty SWF, 24 
overweight, seeks future hus- 
band, financially secure a 
must, interest in real estate a 
plus. #8140 (exp 11/26) 

FRIENDS&LOVERS 
Intelligent, independent SWF. 
5'11", seeks an emotionally 
secure, intelligent SM, who 
enjoys laughing, the ocear 
and believes that friends 
make the best lovers. #97775 
(exp 11/19) 

SWEET HIPPIE CHICK 
Me: blond/blue, 5’5”, been 
told beautiful inside/out. You 
a real man _ who likes 
Phish/Dead, and travel. Call 
we'll talk! 97784 (exp 11/19 

LOOKING 4A 

REAL MAN 
U must B funny, cute, fit, and 
Luv kids. | luv kids, Bostor 
scene, the Fal honesty 
excitement and real peopie 
No meanies please, and be 
hard working too! 7476 
(exp 11/20) 

SEEKING MR RIGHT 
This sexy, blonde sweetheart 

2, desires a secure relation 
ship with a great guy in his 
30s. Stability a must. I'm 
witty, outgoing, personable 
quiet-natured, highly attrac- 
tive, intelligent, stable and 
kind. 2#7219 (exp 11/30) 


ee” 


RU HOT 4 ME? 

SWF, 20-something, seek 
MacDaddy to share hot 
Boston nites. No moonlit 
long walks on the beach, or 
sunset seekers need apply 
Abrasive personalities want- 
ed. 478580 (exp 12/3) 

NOTHING BUT NET 
Athletic, pretty, professional 
SWF, 25, with beautiful jump 
shot, needs funny, active 
SWM, 23-30, to toss back 
rebounds Sharing time 
watching movies, seeing live 
music or relaxing also 
required. 277467 (exp 11/16) 

LOOK TO THE SKY 
Easygoing, attractive, pas- 
sionate dark-skinned 
woman, 25, 5’6", 125ibs, 
enjoys graphic novels, chess 
writing. Seeking handsome 
SWM, 28-32, 6'+, for friend- 
ship/fun. Boston only. #7220 
(exp 11/30) 
ARE YOU OUT THERE? 
Very attractive SJF, 31, 5’5’ 
110lbs, dark hair/eyes, look- 
ing to meet a SJM, 32-42 
with a great sense of humor 
and loves life. 27738 (exp 
11/17) 
Active, petite SWF, 25, 5'2”, 
enjoys outdoors; biking, ski- 
ing, also the arts, bands, bars 
or clubs. Seeking SWM, 23- 
31, for friendship, possibly 
more. 497445 (exp 11/16) 

ARE YOU GENUINE? 
WF, 33, tall, pretty, enjoys 
outdoor fun, working out 
music. Seeks friendship, hon- 
esty and loyalty for possible 
long-term relationship with 
WM, 28-40, who has bri 
future and enjoys life. M58 
(exp 11/16) 

LAUGHTER 
Attractive, intelligent, outgo- 
ing brunette seeks attractive 
professional, 30-something 
man to enjoy outdoor and cul- 
tural activities, conversation 
foreign films, and food 
78788 (exp 12/10) 

PRETTY, SLIM, SEXY 
SJF, 30s, enjoys dining out 
exercise travel 
baseball. Seeking handsome 
professional SWM, 34-42 
8080 (exp 11/24) 

HAPPINESS 


SWF, 30, dark/green, seeks a 


movies 


rm 


normal guy who is emotional 


ly stable, romantic, passion 
ate, and college educated 
this you € 
Sangria, Classical ro 
candies. 475591 (exp 11/16) 
ALL MY RELATIONS 
Alive, awake, attractive, pro- 
fessional DJF, psychothera 
pist, student of life eking 
The Real Thing. Please be 
heart/earth centered, love 
community/yourself. 27847 
(exp 12/14) 
Russian star. Beautiful, com- 
passionate, Russian goddess 
with French gallantry 
Coquette outside, modest 
inside. Graceful overgrown 
petite needs generous, kind 
man. t3860 (exp 11/16) 


EARTH LOVER 
Attractive, professional WF 
30, seeking spiritual, gentle 
partner, 23-37, who is edu 
cated, romantic, playful, and 
loves dancing, cuddling, out 
doors, folk music, and ani 
mals. No smoking/drugs 
75178 (exp 11/16) 

SANDRA DEE... 
seeks Danny Zucko. SJF, 30- 
something, wholesome, no 
nonsense, mature woman 
seeks date for the dance 
Name it, I'm open: Two-Step 
Swing, !sraeli Folk dancing, 
Latino, any style. Friends 
first. Old-fashioned romance 
7214 (exp 11/30) 

SEEKING MAN IN 

BLACK 
Guide for half-centurian pro- 
fessional female, alien to 
human social scene 
Exploration to include music, 
photography, earth cuisine, 
comedy, dance, planetary 
travel. Must be savvy, articu- 
late adventurous unat- 
tached, non-arachnid, pos- 
sessing an over-deve loped 
humorous bone, with senso- 
ry/cognitive orientation and 
equipment for foray into con- 
temporary cultural venues 
6738 (exp 12/7) 

MANY FRIENDS... 
no special guy. Creative 
attractive, brainy SWF, 31, 
non-smoker, seeks intellect 
kindness. Good: Sunday 
NYT, art, Pee Wee Herman 
universal health care, sailing 
Bad: Newt, malls, apathy 
steroids, lawn ornaments 
Can you make me laugh? 
77507 (exp 11/20 

FRESH OVERKILL... 
and still warm. Recovering 
gutter nymph with penchant 
for metronomes and wildflow- 
ers. Seeking gentle empath 
unafraid to skip hand in hand 
laugh in the sun, and dance 
in the moonlight. 4°7384 (exp 
11/30) 

EBONY BEAUTY 
Tall, trim, cute, shapely SBF. 
29, seeks tall, romantic SM 
30+, to enjoy movies, con- 
certs, dinners, and motorcy- 
cle rides to nowhere. Sense 
of humor a must. No smokers 
or drugs. #5803 (exp 11/16) 

LOOKING FOR YOU 
Sexy, smart, exciting SJF 
30s, loves jazz, wine, art 
health-fitness, seeks JM, 35 
45, knows who to treat a 
woman, to enjoy life. #7200 
(exp 11/30 
Humorous, quirky nsignttu 
SWF, 27, 5'9" S, Vague- 

resemt Streep 


oughtful 


SWF, 22, 5 110It dark 
hair/eye singer, new 

area eeks musician-type 
guy, 23-30, preferably with 
long, dark hair, hairy chest 
for music, fun, if possible 


more. t5606 (exp 11/16) 


1998 PERSONALS 


\ 
‘ 
\ 


a 


r yely 4 
SI VOULCEES 


| 
/ 
/ 
>< 


~— Tolisten 
and respond to 
Personals call 


4/0-3300 


Call costs | 99 a minute: Must be 18+, 
(utside Greater Boston 


(all |-900-370-2015 


Respond to Personals using 
your CREDIT CARD! 


(all O1/-450-8620 


Call costs $1.99 a minute. Must be 18 
(all from any phone, anywhere, anytime, 
Amex / Visa / Mastercard accepted. 


Master Card 


Place your FREE 
Phoenix Personal 


by phone 


Ol/-859-3203 


Weekdays 8am to Midnight 
Weekends |Oam to Opm 


on the web 


www.bostonphoenix.com 
“CLI CK™ personals 


OR 
use the coupon in this section 
to mail or fax 
It's FREE to place your Personal 
[t's FREE to record your voice greeting 
It'S FREE to pick up your messages 





Women 
Seeking 
Men 


Continued 


QUITE A CHARACTER 
SJF, 38, musician, cute 
spunky, insightful, seeks man 
with wit, creativity, to balance 
adventurous spirit, and for 
mutual inspiration. T8816 
(exp 12/10) 

HONEST WORK 
Sexy urban gal, 30s, adven- 
turous, seeks non-paper- 
pushing type, 30-45, perhaps 
self-educated, with abstract 
thoughts, for exploration, 
conversation, and really stu- 
pid jokes. 178818 (exp 12/10) 
SWF, 31, happy and quite 
silly, yet strangely serious, at 
times reflective Enjoy 
singing, acting, running, bicy- 
cling. Ideally, you have your 
own interests and we can 
meet in the middie. 177210 
(exp 11/30) 

SBF. 30. seeks sensitive, car 
ing, understanding SWM, 25 
35, who likes outdoors, wants 
to settle down and likes coun 
try music I'm visually 
impaired. 78105 (exp 12/7) 
SWF, 25, just this side of 
‘normal”, explore the city with 
me, Bach to Tortoise, concept 
to reality, lets enrich each 
others lives. 77508 (exp 
11/20) 

Outgoing, caring, fun SF, 35 
5'4", 130lbs, author, seeks 
caring, educated SM, non- 
smoker, non-drinker, for 
friendship. 9257 (exp 
ae ies 
Adventurous, pretty, fit, fun, 
friendly SWF, 39, wants 
handsome, fit, professional 
SWM, 38-42, 5'9"+, for fabu- 
lous, fail fun, who knows what 
will happen! 8801 (exp 
(| ER 
Adventurous, beauteous red- 
head, 50, hates tv, idle minds, 
like books, film, rock'n'roll. 
Wants cool driver, 36+, td see 
Rancid this Halloween 
8797 (exp 12/10) 

VIVACIOUS PETITE 
DWF, 33, big blue eyes and a 
smile to match. Loves the 
outdoors, dining out, quiet 
evenings at home, sports, 
weekend get-aways. Seeking 
kind, passionate S/DWM, 33- 
43, for companionship/rela- 








tionship. T8079 (exp 11/24) 
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O00 - KAY - CAHHH 
Sophisticated goddess, 33, in 
a custom-tailored sport pack- 
age. Breathtaking, whiskey- 
drinking debutante gone 
nuts. A1l+++. Seeking tall, 
dark, handsome, funny, rich 
or struggling gentleman, 33- 
47. T5700 (exp 11/13) 

TO SPICE UP YOUR 

LIFE! 
Petite, attractive, intelligent, 
outgoing individual, seeking 
to pair with a successful, 
attractive, mature man, look- 
ing for a companion, new 
friend, new romance, dinner 
dates, and more. 9127 
(exp 12/17) ae 
LAST CHANCE FOR 
THE BEST! 
Athletic, attractive, bold, cre- 
ative, good but bad Catholic 
girl, 5’6”, fit, brunette, enjoys 
outdoors: skiing, roller-biad- 
ing, tennis. Seeking good- 
looking, easygoing SWM, 32- 
45, good sense of humor, 
balding ok, for committed, 
possible long-term. T8589 
(exp 12/3) . 

ONCE UPON ATIME... 
an alluring, delightful, witty, 
fit, passionate, blonde busi- 
ness woman, with creative 
spirit, eclectic style, meets 
successful, communicative, 
40+, urbane,multi-faceted 
soul (any race). They played, 
danced, joined hands, made 
magical journey. T8841 (exp 
12/10) 

THE WHOLE PACKAGE 
Brains & Beauty, outgoing 
confident, eclectic, active, 
independent, fit, fun profes- 
sional, 5'7", brown/brown 
Seeking tall, versatile com- 
panion, 30-37, brown/light 
eyes preferred, non-smoker, 
with sense of humor, for 
adventure/conversation 
8803 (exp 12/10) 

DYSLEXIC HEART 
Sweet, sensitive, bubbly, 
petite, restless redhead, 21, 
enjoys Alien Sex Fiend to Tori 
Amos, ‘80s music/movies, 
bad cult films, Nick-at-Nite, 
ManRay. Seeking zany, sweet 
SWM, 21-29, who can enter- 
tain me. Possible long-term 
relationship. %§8720 (exp 
Lo ae 
FRIEND OF XENA 

Strong, feminine, attractive 
SBF, 21, 5'9", 126lbs, seeks 
sincere SM, any race, 22-28, 
5'9"+, who enjoys watching 
Buffy as much as a Jets 
game. My likes: Anne Rice, 
homemade juices. 18721 


(exp 12/3) : 





WINE BRAT 
Auburn-haired, European 
looks, attractive SF, 38, exec- 
utive, avid runner, goal-ori- 
ented yet nurturing, health 
conscious, laughs at 
Seinfeld-esque humor 
Seeking confident, success- 
ful, entrepreneurial-type SM, 
38-48, tall, lean, clean-cut 
78581 (exp 12/3) 

TERRIFIC TOMBOY 
Professional SWF, 40, enjoys 
running, biking, hiking, skiing, 
beach, mountains, theatre, 
concerts, naps. Seeking ath- 
letic playmate, 35-45, non- 
smoker, to share adventures 
indoors and out. Friendship 
first ok. 178549 (exp 12/3) 

A REAL GEM! 
Diamond-like JF, 40ish, with 
sparkling eyes, brilliant per- 
sonality with many facets 
Seeking compatible gem, JM, 
51-59, to complete the set- 
ting. 778548 (exp 12/3) 

SPIRITUAL BBW 
Adventurous, professional 
SWF, 34, redhead, volup- 
tuous, open mind/heart, med- 
itates, enjoys theatre, scrab- 
ble, conversation, great 
sense of humor. Seeking 
man, not afraid to live, spiritu- 
al, financially secure, appre- 
ciates passionate BBW. 
79121 (exp 12/17) 

COUNTRY/CITY 
Sophisticated, outdoorsy, but 
professional woman, 42, 
blonde/bilue, spontaneous, 
independent, aware, creative, 
loves sports (tennis, biking, 
blading), movies, and cook- 
ing. Seeking committed rela- 
tionship, open, aware com- 
munication. 9122 (exp 
12/17) e 

MIND AND HEART... 
are inseparable. Very pretty, 
slender, freckled nerd girl 
with an edge. Think Agent 
Scully. Seeking Skinner 
trained mind, open heart, 
AND hard body. You 
Professional, 30-40, degreed, 
non-smoker only. North 
Shore. 78805 (exp 12/10) _ 

SURF THE MOVIES! 
SWF, 40, non-smoker, Ivy 
educated, 5'5”, attractive, 
seeks unattached SWM 
Autumn is for home cooking, 
theatre, travel, folk & blues. 
Will my new career plus fresh 
opportunities equal possibili- 
ties with you? 8550 (exp 
12/3) . 
SWF, 41, attractive, slim, 
youthful, fun, intelligent, dry 
humor, quiet but feisty. 
Seeking SWM, 40s, academ- 
ic/intellectual, brainy, fun 


type. #8532 (exp 12/3) 








the music. 


FIRST TIME AD 
Intelligent, energetic, good- 
looking open-minded SWF, 
18, enjoys loud music, play- 
ing guitar, movies. Seeking 
attractive, intelligent SWM, 
18-24, with similar interests. 
8116 (exp 11/26) 

OL HIPPIE 
Unconventional, seeks loving 
situation with an understand- 
ing human who can be flexi- 
ble and fun. Family above all. 
if you can make me laugh, 
don't delay. T8834 (exp 
Lb: Cee sae 

IT’S AQUABOOGIE 
BABY! 

Slightly scandalous SBF, 
seeks non-shy guy, 25-35, 
must like to play and appreci- 
ate my habit of bursting into 
song. Warning: I'm high ener- 
gy and talk about 8Omph, but 
you'll love what | have to say. 
78583 (exp 12/3) 

BONJOUR! 
| am surely not alone... a well- 
traveled person, lover of good 
foods; of the Mediterranean; 
of classical music; of the 
Baroque era; of walking and 
cycling in older New England 
Looking for soulmate... to 
have fun with! 28171 (exp 
11/26) ; 
GOOD GUY WANTED... 
to laugh, dance, walk, talk 
with petite, shapely, very 
attractive woman, 45. Warm, 
outgoing, professional with 
sparkling smile, seeks warm, 
mature, progressive guy with 
city spirit and country soul 
T8099 (exp 12/1) 
Me: SWF. You: unknown 
Parameters: funny, unpreten- 
tious, intellectual, playful, cre- 
ative, passionate, under 30, 
music, lover, cafes, trashy 
bars. Integrate and differenti- 
ate. 179155 (exp 12/17) 

WILDE... 

Like Oscar, why are we 
drawn to the wrong lovers? 
Long-haired beauty, slender 
PhD, mid-40s, desires com- 
panionship of engaging, witty 
man to share and explore the 
imponderabies of life. 278100 
(exp 12/1) 

| LOVE LIFE! 
| enjoy travel, skiing, photog- 
raphy, and fine dining. Do 
you? Looking for a motivated, 
easygoing SWM, to enjoy the 
finer things in life. 78170 
(exp 11/26) 

VERY LOVABLE 
SWF, 40, fit, attractive, smart, 
soulful, speaks French, loves 
music, dancing, poetry, 
singing. Seeking warm-heart- 
ed, successful, affectionate 
SM, non-smoker, who's hon- 
est and true. 28172 (exp 
11/26) 








BRAVEHEART RSVP! 
Pretty woman, gracious, 
warm, funny, seeks life part- 
ner, 38-49, soulmate and 
friend, for long-term relation- 
ship. Non-smoker, great com- 
municator, loves nature and 
all the regular things. I'm an 
alternative health practitioner 
And you? #8119 (exp 11/26) 

TIME IS RIGHT 
Would like to meet a man 
who appreciates an intelli- 
gent, beautiful, creative sci- 
entist at the threshold of suc- 
cess. Seeking wildman, 40- 
50ish, with feelings and 
brains. 18129 (exp 11/26) 

BRAHMIN BORN 
SWF, 34, 5'4”, 120ibs, seeks 
friend to help me befriend my 
computer, re-introduce me to 
Boston, and perhaps dissect 
a few economic theorems 
Prefer Boston area. T8121 
(OB 

SEEKING CHEMISTRY 
Exotic beauty, 5’6” slim, sexy, 
refined, friendly, bright, 
adventurous. Seeking hand- 
some, sincere, upbeat, gentle 
SWM, 30+, for romance 
8385 (exp 11/26) __ ; 

ATYPICAL, ALLURING 
Shy extrovert, perceptive, 
romantic DJF, 50, pretty, fit 
trim, curvy, interesting and 
interested, optimistic, emo- 
tionally secure, flexible, 
enjoys music, theater, dining, 
outdoors. Seeking caring, 
sincere, man, hair unimpor 
tant. 278160 (exp 12/7) 

A SPIRITED WOMAN 
Bright, funny, slim, pretty, 
possessing warmth, depth, 
integrity, seeks fit, loving, 
pariner, 43-53, with verve 
compassion, a penchant for 
commitment. Art, music, 
dancing, cooking, nature, 
personal and spiritual growth 
8148 (exp 11/26) 

ARE THERE ANY? 
Looking for a man worth find- 
ing: kind, sensitive and cud- 
dly. Must be dependable, 
medium-sized or larger, non- 
smoking, not bald SWM, 30s 
18120 (exp 11/26) 

WORK HARD! 
PLAY HARD! 
Fun-loving SWF, enjoys 
laughing, smiling, many out- 
door activities: biking, hiking, 
tennis; traveling, social 
events. Seeking — similar 
SWM, 32-40ish, to enjoy a 
bottle of wine at sunset, foot- 
ball on Sundays, beaches in 
Summer. 18131 (exp 11/26) 
CONSTRUCTION 
Very attractive bionde, fit 
model, seeks good-looking, 
muscular man. Loves work- 
ing-out, outdoor sports, 
trucks, going in town. 28103 


(exp 11/26) 





CAPTIVATING 
Natural blonde wishes to 
embellish the arm of a distin- 
guished gentleman. Please 
be physically fit, and confi- 
dent. Sense of humor is a 
plus. 174321 (exp 11/24) 
Down-to-earth, warm-heart- 
ed, high energy DJF, 50s, 
slim, petite, attractive, intelli- 
gent, professional, music- 
lover, dance enthusiast. 
Seeking ally/partner for mutu- 
al caring, growth. 8106 
(exp 11/26) 

NEW GIRL... 

Me: 20, 510", average 
weight, curvy, nice body, 
brown hair, big brown eyes, 
full lips... new here - don't 
know a soul! Seeking fun, 
attractive guy, 20-26. 178707 
a 
IMMIGRANT EYES 
Exuberant SWF, 34, attrac- 
tive, slim, progressive, loves 
sports, outdoors, and being 
around people. Seeking 
SWM, 30-40, who's piayful, 
can share a laugh, and watch 
a soccer match on a rainy 
afternoon T8066 (exp 
11/19) _ = 

ANIMATED... 
lots of fun, fit, and attractive 
SWF, 39, enjoys theater 
music, sports, outdoors, and 
being emotionally spoiled 
Seeking a sensitive, strong, 
adoring, intelligent partner. A 
gentleman who strives to 
overcome weaknesses. Race 
unimportant. %7834 (exp 
AL) Yee 
Slim, fit, female, 41, 5'7”, 
brown/blue, graduate degree, 
editor, seeks single male, for 
friendship, possibly more. 
78142 (exp 11/26) 

DAMSEL FOR GENT 
Working SWF, 48, very 
attractive, petite, slender, 
myopic, seeks independent 
male, 45-55, non-smoker 
Like outdoors, museums, 
arts Chelmsford area 
7828 (exp 11/19) 

SERIOUS BUT FUN 
Easygoing, romantic SF, 37, 
5'4”, 120lbs, black/brown, 
enjoys soft music, cooking, 
reading, movies, quiet times, 
travel. Seeking respectable 
SWM, 38-41, with good 
sense of humor, to share my 
life with. M7753 (exp 11/24) 

FRIENDS FOREVER 
Alluring, professional DWF, 
5'8”, slender, sexy, attractive, 
good lover, with varied inter- 
ests. Desires tall, handsome, 
Slim, kind, caring, honest, 
educated, emotionally/finan- 
cially secure professional 
S/DWM, 40-50, non-smoker, 
for fun and laughter. 177222 


(exp 11/30) oe 








To respond to Personals call 976-3366 Call costs $1.99 per minute. Must be 18+. Outside greater Boston call 1 -900-370-201 4) 


MISSING U 
Accomplished, bright, cute, 
dances, effervescent, fun 
(ny), giving, happy, integrity, 
jewel, kind, literary, motivat- 
ed, nurturing, open, petite, 
quality, relationship, skis, 
travels, vivacious, worldly, x- 
tra special, youthful, zestful. 
77189 (exp 11/30) _ 
TALL, DARK & SWEET 
Looking for B/HM, over 6’, 
educated, with sense of 
humor, loves dancing, the- 
ater, and restaurants. Let's 
meet for cappuccino and talk 
Give me a call! 77839 (exp 
ft) 

BAREFOOT ON THE 

BEACH 
Venture to a new beginning 
with this SWJF, 46, who 
enjoys blues music, fishing, 
antiques, dancing, day trips 
to Vermont, visiting muse- 
ums. Seeking creative, intelli- 
gent, emotionally stable 
S/DWM, 40-55, for friendship, 
and laughter. T4694 (exp 
| eae 
BORED PSYCHIC 

Affectionate, funny, paradoxi- 
cal SWF, 41, dark blonde, 
enjoys movies, music, the- 
ater, fairs, clubs, whatever 
Seeking warm, funny SWM 
dark hair/eyes. Let me read 
your palm T7246 (exp 
11/30) _— 
PONYTAIL PREFERRED 
Funny, skeptical, witty SWF, 
40, (a tall) SZ’, 
blonde/green, enjoys hiking, 
biking, laughing, _ skiing, 
Hollywood/art films, veggie 
food, volunteering. Seeking 
outgoing SM, 30-40, good 
conversationalist, for friend- 
ship, possible long-term rela- 
tionship. 27208 (exp 11/30) 
A REAL SWEETHEART 
Easygoing, happy, pretty SJF, 
41 but look 35, 5’5”, short 
blonde hair, Rubenesque, 
seeks non-smoking male 
with good sense of humor 
Love tennis, walking, movies, 
photography, art, nature, trav- 
el, dining. 7469 (exp 11/16) 
DO YOU HAVE SASS? 
What does it take to get 
noticed? We ail have it so 
notice me! 5'3”, brunette, with 
nice & spice. Been around 
the world. Looking for some- 
one with lust for life. 8584 
(exp 12/3) 

VERY PRETTY SWF 
Not into bar scene, don't wish 
to start, would like to meet 
someone with common inter- 
ests. Me: athletic, outgoing, 
happy, secure female, enjoys 
sushi, sports  (participat- 
ing/watching), music, art, 
time with friends. 8571 
(exp 12/3) 








with 


Oscar Lo 








latin Rooted Guitarist 


n reviews of your work, people often 
Say your guitar "speaks" or "screams." What is it saying? 


It doesn't speak, in words, but as a form of communication, the guitar is a continuation of my self. Sometimes it's 
soft and gentle very spiritual. But I can be aggressive and change moods often; my unpredictability is reflected in 


Seduction is a central theme in your work, as well as the name of your new album from Narada. 
What is, for you, the connection between seduction and music? 
There is a big connection, although not necessarily sexual. Sometimes we can just close our eyes to float into 
another place. A lot of my fans feel that my music seduces them into another mood or space. 


You've called your work, among other things, "Latin fusion." Tell us how your Chilean back- 
ground shapes your music. 


It has many flavors and textures from that part of the world. There are many personal and spiritual feelings and emotions that I get from South America that will 


never be left behind. 


With so many references to seduction and 


passion (you are also featured on Narada's new-flamenco collection, Gypsy Passion) in your work, 


how does your wife handle your celebrity? 
She's very strong, very independent. Well, sometimes she asks me little questions, but she's not jeal- 


ous. Sometimes at shows women come and hug me, or leave me little notes, but my wife, well, I 


guess she knows I'm her man. 
How did you and your wife meet? 


We saw each other in passing at the Edmonton Folk Festival, but I didn't meet her until later at a 
club in Calgary. She came to one of my shows, and now I cannot get rid of her (laughs). We went 


out for a cup of coffee after the show and we've been together ever since. 


es 


Neville Brothers. 


What kind of music, other than your own, do you like to put on to initiate a romantic 
' Latin music, Gypsy Kings; or classical music, My wife likes country music, like Randy Travis; or the 





Oscar Lopez will be appearing at The 
Regatta Bar (617-876-8742) in Cambridge 
on November 7 at 8 pm & 10 pm. He will 
also be doing a free in-store appearance at 
Borders (781-356-5111) in Braintree on 
November 6 at 7 pm. His new CD, 
Seduction, is widely available in stores. 








To place your FREE Personal call 


READY TO SHARE 
Attractive SWF, 52, N.Shore, 
seeks bright, educated guy to 
relax, walk, read, cuddle with, 
share ideas, camp, dance, 
mostly be good partners 
Friendship is great, maybe 
more. P8078 (exp 11/24) _ 

FALLING IN LOVE 
Adorable WF, 41, full-figured, 
passionate, affectionate, true, 
seeks handsome, well-estab- 
lished, professional male, to 
share feelings, love, honesty, 
life for commitment. Must 
enjoy life's simple pleasures 
Serious replies. Hyannis, MA. 
7468 (exp 11/16) 

PROFESSIONAL LADY 
SWF, girl next-door-type, 
likes hiking, biking, folk 
music, badminton, travel. 
Seeking liberal, humorous, 
professional SWM, 32-45, for 
possible long-term relation- 
ship, a family. 297215 (exp 
12/7) i 
SWF, 29, 55", 115lbs, 
blonde/biue, wrong era hippy 
walking along the corporate 
path, seeks laid back, ambi- 
tious, kind, intelligent, hand- 
some S/DWM, 25-35, good 
sense of humor, for fun dates 
possibly more. 77820 (exp 
11/19) 

FELLOW MUSICIAN 
SWF, 42, jazz musician (with 
day job), attractive, youthful, 
slim, fit, self-aware, lover of 
life, learning and personal 
growth. Seeking fellow musi- 
cian and jazz lover, 30s-40s, 
who is kind, gentle, fit, self- 
aware, emotionally-mature, 
clean-living, and ready for 
sharing, love and commit- 
ment. 177496 (exp 11/16) 

JAMAICA PLAIN FOX — 
Seeks non-smoking, local, 
gentie-spirit, happy, single, 
white male, 30-55, for “friends 
first.” Laughter, honesty and 
playfulness. Red hair, 5'2”, 
cute, proportionately curvy. 
Plenty of quality time and 
ideas to share. 177474 (exp 
11/20) 

ARE YOU KIND? 
Will you walk me out in the 
morning dew? Sugar 
Magnolia seeks grateful gen- 
tleman in 30s for long-term 
relationship with attractive, 
active, and ambitious lady. 
T6800 (exp 11/16) 

CANDLELIGHT 
Romance hasn't died. 
Attractive, fit, romantic, hon- 
est WF, 34, awaits sincere 
gentleman, 27-37, for com- 
panionship, fun, long-term 
relationship. Must enjoy all 
types of rock music, life, and 
love . T6801 (exp 11/30) 
ATTRACTIVE, ROMAN- 

















Libra lady, looking for an 
attractive, mature, adventur- 
ous male. I'm 5'3”, 135ibs, 
blonde/green, love the ocean, 
having fun, music, romance, 
a glass of wine, and you 
Please be a non-smoker and 
light drinker, 40 and over. 
24377 (exp 11/16) 

VERY BEAUTIFUL 

Petite, sexy, intelligent, confi- 
dent, cultured DBPF, 37, 
enjoys art, dancing, music, 
dining. Seeking very hand- 
some, honest, funny 
S/DPWM, 35-45, who enjoys 
life. Must be physically, emo- 
tionally and financially fit. 
7243 (exp 11/30) 
RED JEEP WRANGLER 
Desires true companion for 
owner. 5'7", 110lbs, late 40s- 
early 50s vintage. Cream puff 
inside/out. Popsicie toes to 
the metal; she skis, hikes, 
explores city and country. 
Animal loving drivers wanted. 
17792 (exp 11/19) 

N. SHORE BOSTON 
Attractive, approachable 
DWF, fit, non-smoker, loves 
swing dancing, art, theater, 
blues/jazz, concerts, sports, 
ethnic food. Seeking fit, WM, 
48-55, under 6’, clean 
shaven, to share life’s plea- 
sures. 177782 (exp 11/19) 

SEXY AND SENSIBLE 
Attractive, fit, professional, 
SBF, intelligent, 
interesting/interested. Lover 
of jazz/classical, from 
Soultrain to Beethoven 
Enjoys poetry, inspired by 
ocean. Black dress/jeans 
Seeking non-smoking maile, 
42-48, who likes art/opera, 
museums, mysteries, musi- 
cals. John, please respond 
again! 17747 (exp 12/14) _ 

OUTDOOR LIVING 
Witty intellectual looking for 
romance. Walk on_ the 
crunchy side but don't own 
Birkenstocks. Seeking a nice 
guy, 30s-40s, who's playful, 
passionate, curious, and 
ready for a_ relationship. 


7537 (exp 12/7) 











Adventurous, attractive SPAF, 
30s, 5'2”, 100lbs, warm, 
happy, loves outdoors, travel, 
art films, books. Seeking SM, 
30s-40s, slim, cultured, with 
curious mind, to share life's 
pleasures and adventures. 
7800 (exp 11/19) 

TRAVEL WITH ME | 
SWF, 32, honest and caring, 
enjoys adventure and quiet 
times, looking for fun, 
romance, and long-term rela- 
tionship. 177744 (exp 11/20) 

TIRED OF LOSERS! 
SWF, 33, 5'6", 118ibs, seeks 
an attractive, sweet, honest 
man, 28-35, at least 5°10”, 
with brain, and too mature for 
kid games! 7511 (exp 
11/20) 

LIFE PARTNER 
Professional DWF, 45, 
blonde/blue, petite, no kids, 
loves world travel, hiking, gar- 
dening, auctions, arts. 
Looking for best friend who is 
happy, spiritually oriented, 
sincere, and secure. T5585 
(exp 11/16) 

SOUL SEARCHER 
Ok guys, I’m a singer/lyrist 
my 30s, long black hair, miss- 
ing chords form that special 
man, that’s looking for his 
soulmate, for a spiritual and 
musical long-term relation- 
ship. T7204 (exp 11/30) _ 
Accomplished, pretty, slim 
SWF, 35, 5'6’, enjoys arts, 
outdoors, travel, bookstores, 
jazz. Seeking caring, intelli- 
gent SWM, 35-46, 6’, for rela- 
tionship. 27791 (exp 11/19) | 

AUTUMN KOSHKA 
SWF, 21, seeks indie boy, 20- 
25, for pouncing in leaves, 
photography, _star-gazing, 
geek rock, big sweaters, 
video games, day dreaming, 
swing dancing, eating peach- 
es, and Russian. 7261 
(exp 11/30) 

LEARNING TO FLY 
Energetic SJF, 34, looking for 
partner in crime to explore 
Boston and beyond. Runner, 
kite-flier, musician, writer, 
enjoys Thai food, NPR, sushi 
and figuring out Bill Gates. 
27737 (exp 11/17) 

HUMOR A MUST! 
SWF, 32, spikey bionde/biue, 
likes FNX, “Stomp”, cats, 
kung fu, yoga, trashy novels, 
quirky movies, record stores, 
cartoons, tea. Voluptuous 
legally blind chick seeks cute 
man to share in above. 
727498 (exp 11/20) 

CHILDFREE BY 

CHOICE 
Playful, funny, communicative 
WF, 43, average looks, true 
animal lover (vegan), some- 
times active, sometimes lazy, 
seeks tall, similar male, 
around 43, for true love, 
laughs, growth and mild 
adventure. 7471 (exp 
11/20) 
| BELIEVE... 

in miracles. SWF, 45, South 
Shore professional, seeks M, 
40-50, to share everyday life 
Likes running, theater, beach, 
films, dancing. Let’s get 
together. 27382 (exp 11/30) 

CHANCE MEETING 

Affluent, successful SM 
sought by pretty female for 
unique relationship. Lover of 
music, laughter, the country 
and city, with diverse tastes, 
generous nature. An open 
and positive energized mind 
describes you. 78104 (exp 
11/26) 
Attractive, educated, 
European, 5'5", 135ibs, 
seeks handsome, profession- 
al, Asian, 35+, non-smoker, 
non-drinker, into classical 
music, for long-term relation- 
ship. f3070 (exp 11/20) - 

LET ME BE YOUR... 
sweetheart. SWF, enjoys 
music, dancing, movies, 
more. Seeking romantic man, 
30s to 40s, who knows what 
he’s looking for. 273642 (exp 
SiS al 
Attractive brunette, seeks 
good-looking male, 37-47, 
5°11” to 6'1", 220lbs to 
250lbs, for relationship. 
6749 (exp 11/17) 

. ONLY CONNECT | 
NYC butterfly, 20, seeks 
Catullus. Portishead, train 
rides, orange moons, danger- 
ously low, Bach, Gypsy 
Kings, redfire dancing, Greek 
hyacinth two millenia ago. 
27370 (exp 11/30) ‘ 

SEEKING CHEMISTRY 
DWF, 35, seeks sincere, pro- 
fessional S/DWM, 34-42, 
non-smoker, for dining, danc- 
ing, romance. Are you as 
tired of the bar scene as | 
am? Seize the day! 77181 


(exp 11/30) = 3 
































SOUTHERN BELLE 
Red Sox fan, female, 36, 
divorced and have never 
looked better! Professional, 
enjoys intelligent conversa- 
tion. As happy with Coors 
Light as with Dom Perignon 
8130 (exp 11/26) 
Tall, tantalizing, attractive, 
professional DWF, 40, 
brown/blue, enjoys finer 
things in life. Seeking tall, 
handsome, affectionate, hon- 
est, non-smoker, 35-45 
3447 (exp 11/17) 
Russian Fireball. Sophis- 
ticated, Russian jewel, 51, 
slim, attractive, many lan- 
guages, vivacious, wise; will 
open lures/pleasures of life, 
romance. Seeks SM, ener- 
getic, active, optimistic 
75343 (exp 11/16) © 
Creative-type, DWF, 42, 5'8”, 
proportionately full-figured, 
brown/brown, enjoys art, 
music, writing, dancing, 
nature, conversation, life! 
Seeking kind, honest, bright, 
emotionally available 
S/DWM, under 50, with simi- 
lar interests. 177596 (exp 
11/20) 

ATTRACTIVE, TALL... 
SWF, 5°10", light brown/ 
green, down-to-earth, active, 
confident, independent, pro- 
fessional, enjoys sushi, wine, 
skiing, volleyball, tennis, trav- 
eling. Would like somebody 
with similar interests. 178147 
(exp 11/26) _ 

Attractive SWJF, 5'8", seeks 
SM, 35-45, who wants part- 
ner to make adventures of 
daily life... loves outdoors, 
arts, jazz, playfulness, walks, 
dance and values community, 
education, and good commu- 
nication. 177475 (exp 11/20) 
Attractive (very) SJF, 41, 
looks 31, fit, educated, likes 
‘80s, alternative rock, health 
food, NPR. Seeking SM, 38+, 
5'7"-6'1", with hair, clean- 
shaven, hip, liberal politics. 
T3625 (exp 11/16) 
Pretty SWF, 43, brunette, 
5'5", 130lbs, likes cooking, 
walking, bird watching. 
Seeking companion, 43-60, 
for conversation/romance, 
leading to marriage. 177240 
(exp 11/30) 
SWF, 44, blue/brown, loves 
quiet nights, evenings at 
home, walks on beach, not 
into bar scene. 15192 (exp 
11/16) k 
TRADITIONAL | 
VALUES... 
with 1990's sophistication. 
Petite, witty, romantic, com- 
passionate, blue-eyed SWF, 
36, fond of classical music, 
cappuccino. Seeking honest 
SWM, 35-47, non-smoker, for 
conversation, dining, explor- 
ing cities, museums, friends 
first, possible long-term rela- 
tionship. #°7838 (exp 11/19) 

WANT TO SKATE... 
Want to learn to skate 
Samian, Gluegun, Lee 
“scratch” Perry, James 
Brown, Ravi Shankar, cannot 
list. Shoes, skate, listen to 
music, hang. 7823 (exp 
11/19) 

PARTNER IN CRIME 
Not so deep. thoughts: 
Stimulate, create, walk, make 
me THINK. Educated, aware, 
tuned in. Keep up. Artist 
Musician, muse... | like who | 
am. T7785 (exp 11/19) 
ARE YOU OUT THERE? 
Good-natured and good com- 
pany. Petite, fit, creative SWF, 
43, seeks secure, amusing, 
professional SWM, 40-50, for 
friendship and possible long- 
term relationship. %%7470 
(exp 11/16) 

VENUS... 
needs guitars! Busy, shy, 
super-romantic girly girl 
artist/music-freak, seeks tall, 
dark, handsome, silkyhaired, 
scary/smart, musician-type, 
who isn't the teeniest bit 
pompous yet knows Rock 
Rules! 27+. 27221 (exp 
11/5) : 
SEEKING GENTLEMAN 
Classic, fun blonde, seeks 
kind, smart, old-fashioned 
gentieman, not a cave man, 
35-55, non-smoker. | love 
books, movies, music, and 
learning. Children are ok. 
7229 (exp 11/5) 

SOMETHING REAL 
Attention: Men who truly like 
women and are happy! Like 
Phoebe Snow wrote: *... | 
want something | can feel, | 
want something | can’t con- 
ceal, | want something real...” 


27538 (exp 11/12) 

















original tlustrations by Karen Aqua 


617-859-DATE 


LIVELY ARTISTIC 
Artistically inclined, nature- 
loving baby boomer, seeks 
intelligent “sensitive new age 
guy!” Laughing, reading, 
friends/family. Adventurous, 
kind-hearted, a lot of living to 
do. £77499 (exp 11/12) | 

| PITY THE FOOL 
Just hit town and know no 
one. I'm looking to hang out 
with other freak children so 
contact me. 7373 (exp 
11/5) , 

RIGHT-BRAIN 
Refined wild woman, seeks 
former bad boy to share an 
unconventional lifestyle. Hip, 
stable, independent female, 
38, seeks male, 30-40, musi- 
cal/artistic/creative types - a 
definite plus. 177383 (exp 
11/9) 

BEACH LOVER 
Attractive widow, mid-50s, 
homeowner, resides near the 
beach, seeks widowed/S/DM 
for companionship, possible 
long-term relationship. Will 
answer all. South County. 
74381 (exp 11/13) 

KEEPING BALANCED 
Taoism, Tom Waits, Neal 
Cassidy, Krzysztof 
Kieslowski. Life is a journey 
that requires balance of the 
crazy/sane. | want someone 
to keep the balance with 
7493 (exp 11/12) 
Attractive, creative, playful 
SWF, 40, 5’8", 120lbs, loves 
the arts, ocean. Seeking tall, 
fit, handsome guy, 38-48, 
creativity/sense of humor 
779126 (exp 12/17) 


Men 
Seeking 
Women 


ATTRACTIVE SUM... 
34, not your typical nice 
Jewish boy. Educated, spon- 
taneous, honest, warm, inter- 
esting, fun. Enjoys ocean, 
nature, music, travel, food. 
You: Exciting, intelligent, 
attractive, fit, sexy lady, 23- 
33, for fun long-term relation- 
ship. 178810 (exp 12/10) 

SEEKING SOULMATE 
Attractive SWM, 33, 5'8”, 
160lbs, seeks a woman 
who's full of life, laughter, 
love, and affection to share 
our lives. If you are fit, funny, 
and beautiful, that's great too! 
79120 (exp 12/17) 

BATASTEROPHE 
introverted, straightforward 
SWM, 25, smoker, recently 
re-located to Boston, seeks 
sincere, honest, emotionally 
stable SWM, 18-26, smoker, 
who's into gothic punk music, 
art and monogamy, for friend- 
ship or ? T9108 (exp 12/17) 

NO SOLO X-FILES 
SWM, 26, 6’, 200lbs, non- 
smoker, with Brit humor, like 
hobby shops. Desires dat- 
ing/companionship, with SF, 
22-29, active, attractive, 
height/weight proportionate, 
non-smoker. Pluses: curvy, 
self-effacing, bibliophile, 80's 
knowledge, Howard fan 
8811 (exp 12/10) ; 

RESERVOIR PUPPY 
Sarcastic SWM, 32, 5'9”, 
dirty-blond/icy-blue, goatee, 
writer, musician, college 
grad, enjoys indie films, loud 
guitars, twisted conversation. 
Seeking cool, like-minded 
SWF, 22-32, slim/medium 
build, with similar interests, 
for friendship, possible rela- 
tionship. 177490 (exp 12/7) 

REBELLIOUS PRO 
WM, 29, athletic, engineer, 
social drinker, loves travel, 
freedom, live music, comfort- 
able lifestyle. Seeking open- 
minded, sensual female, 21- 
35, to enjoy the outdoors, be 
chameleon like, affectionate, 
happy. Let's meet. 29249 
(exp 12/17) 

OLDER WOMAN 
Attractive SWM, 35, seeks 
attractive SF, who is interest- 
ing, adventurous and sponta- 
neous, for fun and romance. 
8819 (exp 12/10) 

SEEKING SBF 
SWM, 28, likes cozy nights 
with that special lady 
Seeking cute, slender SBF 
20-28, for long-term relation- 
ship. T7843 (exp 12/7) 











Featured 


Phoenix Personal 
of the 


interview With 
Green Eyes & Spa 


SWF, 30, 5'7", bright, 
witty, athletic, kinda shy. 
Has passport loves to 
travel: land (France, 
Germany); literature 
(Dickens, Wodehouse); 
life (biking, tennis, riding, 
fencing). Seeking sensi- 
tive, generous, Indiana 
Jones-type, 30-40, #7212 


(exp 11/1) 


Why "SPAM"? 

It's like “mystery meat," 
Cause you really don't 
know what's inside. So 
I'm green-eyed and kind 
of mysterious, 


Where do you like to 
go biking in the 

oston area? : 
The Minute Man Trail it 
goes from Cambridge all 
the way to Bedford. 


What were r 
favorite activities in 
France and 
Germany? 

Wiping out on the best 
slopes. My first skiing 
experience was on the 
Olympic trails. 


What's your favorite 
Dickens story? 

Oliver Twist ‘cause 
there's a wonderful, dry 
wit, and poignant char- 
acters, 


Fencing, huh? Do 
you own your own 
swords? 

Absolutely. | keep them 
under the bed. 


What was the last 
acting role you had? 
| did a Cellular One 
Halloween radio spot. 


Why the Indiana 
Jones type? 

He's a college professor 
who goes on wild adven- 
tures and is always 
exploring. It's cool to see 
both sides of him. 


How many dishes 
are sitting in your 
sink right now? 
Just one and a fork and 
a knife. All the rest are 
clean! 
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Hot Around The Copier 


someone other than your “better half." 


ierand 


the intra-office male. 


Separation Disagreement 


I'm a woman in my twenties, and I'm in a serious relationship with a guy 
who's probably the man I'll end up marrying. He's wonderful in every 
way, financially stable, fantastic in bed, sweet and romantic, adorable, 
wants kids, and loves to tickle me! I'm truly in love with him. However, 

I'm very attracted to this guy in my office who's really sexy and has these 
great mysterious eyes. I can't stop fantasizing about him. I feel guilty, 
because I really love my boyfriend, but I'm wondering if my infatuation 
for the office hunk is more serious than the occasional attraction to 


~Wandering Eyes 


The libido is notoriously ill-mannered. Just when you feel 88.5% sure thatyou'll 
one day be nagging Mr. Tickle Me Elmo about his squeezing the Polident tube 
from the wrong end, you find yourself drooling uncontrollably over themailboy 
with poet's eyes. This is not necessarily a sign that you are an evilharlot or that 
you have committed to the wrong man. It is a sign that you still have a pulse. 


Unfortunately, although recent technological developments are making it eas- 
ier to mistake a cell phone for a Tic Tac, our notions about relation- 
ships seem to have stopped advancing at around the time that the handsome 
prince rescued the chick with ail the hair from the tower. In spite of everything 
we've learned since then about human nature, a lot of people will tell you that 
there's something ‘terribly amiss with you or with your relationship if you love 
one man and still fantasize about being thrown across 

the day's periodicals by another. But, commitment isn't something that hits you 
over the head like a falling coconut, obliterating everyone but your boyfriend 
from your brain. Committing to someone is a conscious choice you make to 
build and maintain a relationship, favoring longterm goals with one particular 
person over short-term nude fun with a variety of foxy co-workers. (I'm assum- 
ing your relationship is a sexually exclusive one). 


Explore whether you feel disatisfied in some way with your relationship. As long 
as you aren't lusting after the mail boy as a response to something that's missing 
from it, you shouldn't worry about your cravings too much...unless, of course, 
your drooling is blurring your spread sheets. As no enterprising drug company 
has yet come up with The Agti-Viagra -,a pill that hot-blooded people could 

swallow before going out in public to make them suffer an allergic reaction to 

anyone other than their beloved -- you'll have to quell your raging libido on your 
own. Since working blindfolded probably won't go over with the boss, you 
might start wearing really ugly underwear to the office and try to avoid sniffing 

Wite-Out and other aphrodisiacs -- whatever it takes to get you to lighten up on 


My boyfriend and I broke up after over a year of dating because he 
decided that he didn't love me enough to marry me and didn't think he 
ever would. Our breakup was very hard on me, and it even left him, a 
very manly guy, a sobbing, trembling mess. We had one day apart, and 
have been seeing each other constantly ever since. He says I am his best 
friend, his most trusted confidant, and just about everything else to him, 
and he doesn't know why it has to be all or nothing. He says that as long 
as we don't sleep together, we've broken up. Predictably, because we're 
attracted to each other, not seeing other people, and the sex is great, 
we've ended up in bed on several occasions...each time "the last time.” I 
don't know how to handle this. Any suggestions? 
~Nirvana Unraveled 


Now would be a very good time for you to apply for that transfer to Uzbekistan. 
There's no way you're going to be able to come to terms with your breakup 
while you've got your former boyfriend shellacked to your side. To break up in a 
healthy way, you need to establish a sort of "no man's land” between the two of 
you -- a period of at least six months in which you have zero contact with each 
other. (No cheating.) The time apart should help you process the change in your 
relationship to one another, allowing you to heal and get on with your lives. 


It's possible that he has more of an issue with making a commitment than with 
making a commitment to you. If so, you shouldn't agree to get back together 
with him unless you're sure that he's thoroughly resolved it. Going through 


the pain of breaking up with him a second time could make getting sawed in 


half look like fun. 


Got a problem? Write Amy Alkon, Boston Phoenix 
Personals, 126 Brookline Avenue, Boston, MA 02215 


or e-mail AdviceAmy@aol.com 
© 1998, Amy Alkon, all rights reserved. 
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musician, 


arty, 
pagan SWM, 36, seeks pale 
goddess, 25-35, for romping, 
late night rituals for two. 


Creative 


Communication, humor, 
films. 27179 (exp 12/14) 
Cute, caring, intelligent SWF, 
23-34, in shape, wanted by a 
good-looking, warmhearted, 
affectionate SWM, 38, 6'1", 
210ibs, for friendship/possi- 
ble relationship. Chestnut Hill. 
8845 (exp 12/10) _ 








IRISH EYES... SWM, 33, 6’, 
seeks attractive, slim WF, 25- 
35, for going out, movies, din- 
ing, to share life, for relation- 
ship. T8784 (exp 12/10) _ 
If you're considered tall, cute, 
20-40, and love wearing tight 


jeans; then this handsome 
DWM, 34, 6’, 200lbs, has a 
warrant out for you! %8733 
exe 1 2. 7) 

JM, 35, insightful, stable, 
attractive, sensitive, humor- 


family-oriented, 
non-typical, desires attractive 
female. T8735 (exp 12/7) 

SWM, 29, local comedian, 
seeks SWF, not afraid of a 
man who cooks dinner, and 
enjoys dancing, dining out, 
and camping. 9104 (exp 


us. athletic 


sought by professional SWM, 
26, to share my passions for 
jazz, nightlife, cigars, dining, 
travel, and romance. T8844 
(exp 12/10) —— 
Ugly, unintelligent, politically 
unaware, 34, hates arts, 
dancing, conversation, seek- 
ing, unattractive woman, 
without commitment, to tem- 
porarily hang out with. 
16429 (exp 12/7) an 
SMART, FUNNY... 
intelligent (PhD), profession- 
al, funny, fit, attractive, hon- 
est, strong, romantic, cre- 
ative, confident, nice guy, 29, 
searching for interesting, 
sweet, cute, caring girl, with a 
good personality and sense 
of humor. M8398 (exp 11/30) 
SWM, 25, 6’, seeks Ms. 
Robinson or older woman, 
who knows what she wants. 
Boston to North Shore. 
™9146 (exp 12/17) 
Earth, religion, Metro-North 
SWM, 38, slender, long hair, 
into most New Age topics; 
tarot, crystals, vegan, etc. 
Seeking sincere SWF. 
727184 (exp 12/14) 
Enthusiastic, caring SM, 36, 
5'3", enjoys running, cross- 
words, movies, art galleries, 
sports, Chinese food. 
Seeking inquisitive woman, 
25-37, long-term relationship. 
Humor a must. 28790 (exp 
12/10) _ 
SW\M, 38, blond/hazel, seeks 
true connection, with open, 
attractive W/AF, late 20s to 
mid-30s, who enjoys conver- 
sation. 18781 (exp 12/10) _ 
NEXT STOP... 
Wonderland! SWM, 36, 6'2”, 
truly handsome, smart, dark, 
funny, now interviewing soul- 
mates. Seeking exceptional, 
fetching female, with open 














heart and mind. Enjoys 
Brazilian music, jazz, art, 
food, wine, conversation. 
178734 (exp 12/3) 

GOT LEAVES 


Very handsome version of 
the boy next door. SWM, 30, 
successful, well educated, 
great smile, terrific sense of 
humor. Simply bored with the 
bar scene and fed up with 
being fixed up by friends. 
Seeking an intelligent, rea- 
sonably crazy SWF, 22-34, 
for romantic dinners and play- 
ing in the leaves; A woman 
who would normally never 
ever answer an ad. I'll turn 
your skepticism into smiles! 
28713 (exp 12/3) 

LOOK OVER HERE! 
Confident, artistic, humorous 
SM, 32, athletic, enjoys 
movies, music, working out. 
Seeking attractive SF, 28-35, 
with similar qualities/inter- 
ests, unafraid of spontaneity, 
for dating, potential relation- 
ship. T8604 (exp 12/3) 

FUN, ATTRACTIVE... 
professional guy, 36, looks 
younger, down-to-earth sin- 
gle dad, likes anything fun; 
dinner, dancing, family times. 
Seeking slim female, with 
similar interests, for dating, 
possibly more. 28391 (exp 
11/30) 








STILL SEARCHING... 
FOR ASIAN or WHITE 
female, 20-26, educated, ath- 
letic, affectionate, feminine, 
very attractive, long-haired 
lady. I'm a handsome SWM, 
30, 5’5", financially secure, 
self-employed, non- 
drinker/drug/smoker, long 
curly hair, very fit, thoughtful, 
caring, giving man, who 
enjoys dining out, travel, and 
the finer things in life. Looking 
for companionship and possi- 
ble long-term relationship. 
9132 (exp 12/17) 
EXPERIENCE 
THE BEST 

Outgoing professional SM, 
32, 6’, 200Ibs, athletic build, 
twisted sense of humor, 
seeks beautiful, eccentric 
woman, 21-33, with bizarre 
sense of humor a plus, to 
enjoy the good things in life. 
8817 (exp 12/10) 

TAKE A CHANCE 

Outgoing, adventurous, intel- 
ligent SWM, 35, 6'2”, 185ibs, 
fit, enjoys Boston, outdoors, 
cooking, and fine dining. 
Seeking playful, engaging, 
slim, and fit SF, to discover 
fun times and hopefully more 
8715 (exp 12/3) 
BRIGHT, HARD-BODIED 
Handsome SB/HM, profes- 
sional/grad student, 28, 
sharp features. Intense/play- 
ful. Easily-amused. Loves for- 
eign _cultures/foods/travel; 
laughing, dancing, hiking, 
vegi food, scuba, motorcy- 
cles, tropical fruits. Seeking 
spunky, active, attractive 
accomplice, for urban adven- 
ture, intense conversation 
8597 (exp 12/3) __ 
BANGS’ N’GLASSES... 
are sexy! SWM, 32, 5’6”, non- 
smoker, seeks quirky, intelli- 
gent, independent, pretty 
SWF, 25-35, for fun and frolic; 
hiking, canoeing, movies, 
dining, new adventures. 
Headline attributes appreciat- 
ed but not required. TP8569 
(exp 12/3) 

ERRANT KNIGHT... 
seeks maiden. Volunteer fire- 
fighter, educated profession- 
al, 29, 5'9", 140lbs, eclectic 
tastes; hiking, tennis, X-Files, 
art museums, sci-fi, board 
games, biking, Winnie-the- 
Pooh. Only intelligent, cre- 
ative, playful souls need 
apply. P8400 (exp 11/30) _ 

HERE | AM 
Attractive, fit DWM, 27, look- 
ing for fun, energetic, pas- 
sionate female, 21-27, 
Boston area. Like Floyd, 
Dead, ‘BCN, “FNX, some 
‘AAF, long walks. P.S. | have 
kids. 179164 (exp 12/17) 

SHADOW WALKER 
SWM, 27, 5'11”, 170lbs, poet, 
loves hiking, skiing, ice skat- 
ing, Babylon 5, Stephen King 
to H.P.Lovecraft books. 
Seeking woman, 20-31, to 
talk over coffee, and see what 
comes of it... M8730 (exp 
12/3) = rs - 

BULL BYTHE HORN 
Athletic, attractive, profes- 
sional SWM, 27, overachiev- 
er, enjoys skiing, running, pri- 
vate flying, acoustic bands, 
small cozy bars. Seeking sim- 
ilar, attractive female, 23-30, 
to be my inspiration. Must be 
comics reader! 178711 (exp 
12/3) 

















GROWN UP 
Honest, open, quiet, clean, 
hardworking, giving, indepen- 
dent, supportive, loving, sexy, 
hopeless romantic SWM, 36, 
5'7", 150lbs, brown/blue, 
seeks same, 25-40, to share 





BOSTON ATTORNEY 
SWM, 30, enjoys running, 
hiking, sports, composing 
music, landscape photogra- 
phy, foreign travel (Great 
Britain, Ireland). Looking for 
outgoing, attractive, health- 
conscious, bewitching SWF, 
who knows how to have fun. 
8536 (exp 12/3) 

8 MONTHS TO LIVE 
..in Boston anyway. SWM, 
25, seeks short, petite SWF, 
for dinner, dating, Jake 
Ivory’s, skiing, and a few 
things you enjoy. Nearly a 
Colorado attorney, enjoy me 
while you can! 28543 (exp 
12/3) 

NORTH SHORE 
Active, interesting, attractive, 
athletic, intellectual, stable 
homeowner, 34, very ambi- 
tious and very financially 
secure. Accomplished at 
piano and guitar, as in every 
endeavor | pursue. T8403 
(exp 11/30) 
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LET’S GO CRAZY! 
Handsome, adventurous, fit 
guy, 25, software engineer, 
seeks cute lady, with good 
attitude, and sense of humor. 
Interests: music, concerts, 
clubs, travel, beaches, skiing, 
billiards, hiking, _ biking, 
movies, anything that is chal- 
lenging! %®8405 (exp 11/30) 
HPV - ME TOO 
Attractive, educated SWM, 
30, with HPV, seeks attractive 
female, 23-31, in similar situ- 
ation. We have no secrets to 
hide, only a common bond to 
grow on. | know | am not 
alone. T9252 (exp 12/17) 
ROMANTIC SBM... 
seeks fun-loving SF, with 
strong mind, to experience 
life, love, and beauty. Life is 
short, live it to the fullest! 
78582 (exp 12/3) 
GLASSES & STYLE 
Intelligent, stylish, profession- 
al SWM, 25, relocated from 
SanFran. Seeking hip, ele- 
gant, bewitching local, SWF, 
21-30, tattoo a plus, for danc- 





ing, movies, bookstores, 
museums. 9141 (exp 
12/17) 


FULL-FIGURED... 
woman, 22-50, wanted by 
physically challenged WM, 
37, for open, honest, commit- 
ted relationship. Enjoy dining 
in/out, traveling, sports, and 
comedy movies. T8538 (exp 
12/3) iia 

PORTLAND, ME 
Cerebral, attractive SWJM, 
34, 6'2”, college professor, 
seeks smart, warm, attractive 
woman, who reads vora- 
ciously, and likes to talk. 
9161 (exp 12/17) 

SOULMATE WANTED 

Attractive, fit SWM, 28, 5'7”, 
135ibs, seeks slim, very 
attractive WF, for fun, laughs, 
and long-term relationship 
Drinkers/smokers ok. No 
drugs. #79131 (exp 12/17) 
Ambitious, active, financially 
stable SWM, 33, 5'7”, 170lbs, 
brown/blue, still gets id 
checked. Weekdays; bring up 
my kids. Weekends; night- 
clubs, concerts, hiking, bik- 
ing. Seeking fun-loving, sexy, 
loving companion, SF, 23-33, 
for long-term relationship. 
79135 (exp 12/17) 
SWM, 35, long hair. Plays 
violin, recorder, whatever. 
Computer whiz (job). Biking 
on weekends (marathons). 
Bake bread. Sincere. Firey 
conversation. Happy in gen- 
eral, but want to share; see 
life through your eyes 
9136 (exp 12/17) 

MAN, NOT A GUY 
Attractive, fun, educated, 
squeaky clean SWM, 35, 
loves dogs, jazz, film, cycling, 
breakfast in bed. Seeking 
attractive, slim female, for fun 
and whatever follow. 179139 
(exp 12/17)__ _ 

BEACH BOY 
Raised by the Ocean, this 
handsome twenty-something 
male would like nothing more 
than to share the beauty of 
the sea with attractive, intel- 
lectual female. 178794 (exp 
12/10) 

LOOKING FOR FUN! 
Me: SM, 26, 5'7”, athletic 
build, drug/disease-free, 
looking for someone to have 
a good time with, for dating, 
going out, friendship, possi- 
ble long-term relationship. 
8596 (exp 12/3) 
ESSENCE OF MERLOT 
Professional SWM, 29, 
pleasant aroma, healthy 
body, with a hint of spice, soft 
finish. Seeking perfect 
accompaniment. Let me 
intoxicate you. T8585 (exp 























12/3) 
SWM, 37, 5'11", 165ibs, 
attractive, into old cars, 


Harley's drag races, beaches, 
Howard Stern, big goofy 
dogs, pool, alternative/blues 
music, Red Sox, Patriots. 
Non-drinking, non-smoker, 
N/drugs. Typical nice guy, no 
temper, always, upbeat, witty, 
good listener. Seeking non- 
smoking SWF, 27-38, 
N/drugs, height/weight pro- 
portionate, preferably no kids, 
and values laughter, 
monogamy and believes 
dogs should be allowed to 
drive. T8525 (exp 12/3) _ 
HONEST, LOYAL... 

very attractive SWM, 37, ath- 
letic build, no kids, enjoys 
jazz, blues, Harvard Sq., 
working out. Seeking fit, 
curvy woman, under 42, for 
long-term relationship. 


178534 (exp 12/3) 
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KATE WINSLET? 
Cute, passionate, romantic, 
very affectionate, profession- 
al SWM, 38, 140ibs, 
brown/brown, athletic, non- 
smoker, seeks short, unat- 
tached, fit SF, with shapely, 
full figure, for long-term rela- 
tionship. #78537 (exp 12/3) _ 
DARKNESS&LIGHT 
Atypical SWM, with healthy 
dark side, attractive intuitive 
holistic health professional, 
28, thrives on clubbing and 
conversation. interests range 
from Goth scene to New Age. 
Looking for attractive female 
counterpart, 21+, non-smok- 
ing/vegetarian a plus. 78112 
(exp 11/26) x 
DEEP BROWN EYES 
BiWM, 29, 55”, 180lbs, grad 
student, cute geek at heart, 
seeks intellectual 
friend/lover/soulmate, for late 
movies, movies, wine, alter- 
native folk music. 79166 








(exp 12/17) _ ' 
TOMB RAIDER 
PitFall Harry, SWM, 34, 


seeks Lara Croft, SF, 21-33, 
for the ultimate adventure 
Friendship, possible reiation- 
ship. 79123 (exp 12/17) 
HELLO? 
Single guy looking for S/DWF, 
21-35, looks unimportant but 
you must take pride in your- 
self! For friendship first/long- 
term relationship. 8826 
(RU 15 |) i 
NICE GUY 
SWM, 32, athletic, laid back, 
likes music, movies, out- 
doors, travel, long walks, 
sports, autumn/spring, seeks 
down-to-earth, sweet SF. 
8796 (exp 12/10) __ 
LADIES, GIMME A TRY 
Ladies, looking for Mr. Right: 
I'm 32, blond/biue-eyed, and 
will treat you like Cinderella. 
So give a call, please! 
4223 (exp 11/30) ae 
SEEKS SOULMATE 
SWM, 31, 5'8”, 175ibs, from 
New Bedford, enjoys outdoor 
activities/quiet times. 
Searching for honest, caring 
lady, non-smoker, that | can 
share with. 8566 (exp 12/3) 
BODY+SOUL=COLOR 
Greek/Italian, 27, graduate 
student, athletic, into movies, 
museums, China Town, the 
North End, dancing. Seeking 
svelte woman to paint the 
town purple with. 8544 
(exp 12/3) i 
WANT TO SATISFY YOU 
SWM, 27, new resident of 
area, looking for attractive 
woman, who knows what she 
wants, and is not afraid to ask 
for it. Looking for the chance 
to satisfy all your desires. 
78126 (exp 11/26) _ 
Outgoing, care-free, romantic 
SWM, athletic build, enjoys 
movies, dining. Seeking simi- 
lar in bubbly SWF, 20-30, for 
dating, friendship, and fun. 
8726 (exp 12/3) _ ‘ 
The way to a woman's heart: 
Attractive, easygoing SWM, 
36, great listener, loves fun, 
seeks attractive female. 
8591 (exp 12/3) 
Artist, writer, rock'n'roll musi- 
cian, 33, tall, brown/blue, 
looking for a walking, talking 
Botticelli, 21-40, with hypnot- 
ic eyes, and adorable toes. 
8572 (exp 12/3) 
Metallica, Rage, Manson, 
Pantera, Korn, STP, is what 
you like. Attractive SWM, 35, 
desires beautiful metal babe. 
8557 (exp 12/3) _ aon 
Very outgoing, open-minded, 
spontaneous but laid back 
SHM, 32, 6’, 200ibs, 
brown/brown, athletically 
inclined, seeks independent, 
outgoing SF, 20-35, good 
sense of humor a plus. 
78098 (exp 11/26) se 
Do you want to go to dinner? 
A movie? A concert? SWM, 
26, looking for someone, SF, 
to have good times, friend- 
ship, possibly more. 779134 
(exp 12/17) 
Young-looking, trustworthy, 
gentiemanly SWM, 35, 5’8”, 
145ibs, seeks a nice, child- 
less, slender, dark, quiet, just 
average-looking SBF. Write 
please! #4) 8575 (exp 
Ut /-) SE SS SESS 
AVERAGE GUY 
Confident, professional 
SWM, 28, 5'9", 180ibs, 
enjoys soccer, running, gui- 
tar, reading. Seeking intelli- 
gent, open-minded, fit SF, 25- 
32, with sense of humor, for 
dinner, movies, dating, possi- 
ble long-term relationship. 
8590 (exp 12/3) 2 
EYES are the WINDOWS of 
our souls... Look into mine, 
see kindness, honesty, intelli- 
gence and more, oh so much 


more... M8546 (exp 12/3) 
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To place your FREE Personal call 





Philosophical, fit WM, 30 
with sincerity, seeks warm, 
kinda wild woman, to show 
me life, love, liberty, and the 
unknown. #8725 (exp 12/3) 
ITALIAN MALE 

Down-to-earth, caring, sen- 
sual, good-looking, muscu 
lar, sexy SM, 30s, full of pas- 
sion, seeks attractive 
female, 26-35, for a serious 
relationship. 28124 (exp 
11/26) | 

ATHLETICS & ARTS — 
Seeking SWF, 28-38, to 
share my love of the out- 
doors, running, hiking, trav- 
el, adventure, live music, the 
arts. Please be over 5'7", 
attractive, educated, fun 
™8406 (exp 11/30) 

MARRIAGE-MINDED | 
SM, 27, 5'4", 120lbs, 
brown/brown, enjoys 
movies, nights on the town. 
Seeking SWF, 25-32, prefer- 





ably slender. #78111 (exp 

11/26) : 
THE REAL DEAL 

SWM, 27, S.Shore. No 


games here... just a chance 
to meet a decent guy sick of 
bars and bull. Seeking 
decent woman to have fun 
with, maybe more 
Responsible, fun, active 
seeking same. Respond and 
your guaranteed to smile! 
™8392 (exp 11/30) 
“COUNTRY BOY © 

Handsome, professional 
SWM, 32, 5°10", enjoys 
country music, bowling, golf, 
movies, dining out, quiet 
times, and always willing to 
try something new. Seeking 
attractive, honest, faithful 
SWF. 8397 (exp 11/30) _ 
Friendly, easygoing SM, 29, 
5’9”, tall, dark, handsome, 
well-bred, well-traveled 
Seeking friendly, affection- 
ate SF, 22-35. M8386 (exp 








11/26) 
Is your heart as big as your 
butt. Handsome, sincere 


SWM, 26, light brown/biue, 
seeks humorous, intelligent, 
attractive woman, 19-30. Be 
my friend. 8151 (exp 
11/26) 

NEWLY SINGLE © 
Very attractive, professional 
SM, 35, 6’, 180lbs, with 
many interests. Sociable but 
circumspect. Seeking smart, 
thin, sociable, fit, very attrac- 
tive, fun SF. 8402 (exp 


11/30) 
AFRICAN FLAVOR — 
Handsome, educated 


African, 37, 5°10”, 175ibs. 
Loving, affectionate, honest, 
sense of humor. Enjoys out- 
doors, beach. Seeking car- 
ing, affectionate, honest 
woman, 30-42, race/weight 
unimportant, for possible 
long-term relationship. 
8792 (exp 12/10) __ 
Free-spirited SWM, 35, 61”, 
195ibs, into hiking, skiing, 
traveling, movies. Seeking 
SWF, 30-40, similar inter- 
ests. South Shore area 
8156 (exp 11/26) 
Tall, medium built SM, 25, 
blue eyes, enjoys gym, 
sports, movies, the beach. 
Seeking SF, mid 20s. with 
similar interests. 78113 
(exp 11/26) 3 
PRATAR DU 
SVENSKA? 
| don't but I'd like to meet 
someone who does. SWM, 
27, non-typical American, 
brown/brown, 6'2”, seeks 
Scandinavian or European 
SWF, 20-30, for cafes, chats 
and company. 27035 (exp 
12/3) oe 
Caring, friendly, ‘romantic 
SW\M, 37, enjoys weight-lift- 
ing, hiking, bicycling, roman- 
tic moments. Seeking Asian 
woman, with like qualities, 
for long-term relationship. 
78159 (exp 11/26) 
WHERE ARE YOU? © 
Hi! I'm a 35 year old, 6'3”, 
blond/blue guy, likes the out- 
doors, hockey. Prefer to 
meet a tall, thin woman. Call 
Me! 8396 (exp 11/30) 
APPRECIATED? 
Smart, sarcastic Harvarded 
SJM, 44, 5'8", 168libs, 
brown/brown, with Brookline 
home, seeks cute, thin, pro- 
fessional woman, 28-38, 
with education, wit, empathy 
to make life complete. Likes: 
ideas, conversation, film, 
R&B, travel, laziness, occa- 
sional stupidity. T8806 (exp 


PURE JOY 
Handsome & Healthy, per- 
fect gentleman, DWM, 6'3”, 
175ibs, delighted by the ten- 
der furies of life, with wry 
humor, well-read, likes 
WFNX, and beyond. 
Seeking brainy, creative, 
outgoing kindred spirit, 24- 
34. M8808 (exp 12/10) 











FRENCH CANADIAN 
Do you have’ French 
Canadian features? Me 
SWM, 32, brown/brown, tall, 
polite, good listener, enjoys 
theater, movies, music, com- 
edy. Seeking SWF, 25-35, 
with dark hair, almond- 
shaped eyes, and pleasant 
personality. 4o 8779 (exp 
12/10) 

EASY GOING 
Down-to-earth, sense of 
humor, Nick Cage look alike 
SWM, 28, 6'3”, 
brown/green, enjoys movies, 
music, dining out. Seeking 
bright, attractive SF, 24-35 
77451 (exp 12/7) 

MUSE THOUGHT 
Intellectual chick wanted for 
dreaming, coffee, and anti- 
social behavior, by shy, 
quisi, wandering soul, 26. 
Please be slightly mad 
Tattoo a plus. M8545 (exp 
Ce : 

NICE GUY 
SWM, 35, 6’, _ interests 
include walking, dogs, Cook- 
ing, and quiet times at home 
| hold BA/MBA. Seeking 
SWF, 25-38, with like inter- 
ests. 78404 (exp 11/30) 

BEAUTY WANTED 
Very financially secure, ath- 
letic, divorced executive, 
30s, seeks beautiful, petite, 
curvy, cheerful woman, 20s, 
for good times. Dining, shop- 
ping, skiing, California, 
Europe, weekend _ get- 
aways, much more. T8828 
(exp 12/10) 

FEMINIST MALE 
Very liberal WM, 21, sense 
of humor, loves music, 
searching female not afraid 
to challenge the expecta- 
tions of wimmin in our cul- 
ture. Age, race, looks unim- 
portant, just beautiful mind 
8780 (exp 12/10) 

LET’S GO SOME- 

WHERE! 

SAM, 25, 55”, dental stu- 
dent, with two automobiles, 
lives near Boston, and likes 
everything and anything... 
day trips, weekend get- 
aways, traveling. Seeking 
SF, to take me anywhere 
she'd like to go! 8138 (exp 
11/26) © Rage i |b 

ARE YOU OUT THERE? 
Still searching. SWJM, 29, 
5'10”, 180lbs, cute, fit, car- 
ing, seeks cute, kind SWF, 
21-33, to be my one and 
only. 5028 (exp 12/7) 

TALL, DARK, 

HANDSOME 
Strong, tall, handsome 
SWM, 6'1", 210lbs, black/ 
brown-hazel, enjoys Cape, 
ocean, boating, music, 
dancing, movies. Seeking 
attractive, S/DWF, 21-37, 
similar interests. 6431 
(exp 11/30) _ 

GENUINE GUY 
SWM,30, enjoys working 
out, movies, music, sports. 
Seeking humorous SWF, 22- 
32, for friendship, and hope- 
fully a relationship. 779144 
(exp 12/17) 

44 LOOKS 34... 
has the energy of 24. Laid 
back, fair-minded, funny, 
slim WM, likes biking, blad- 
ing, walking, theater, music, 
nature, travel. Seeking 
active, funny, similar female. 
8839 (exp 12/10) 

ATTRACTIVE CHARM 
Looking for intelligence, cul- 
ture, and caring in a woman 
who's simply _ beautiful. 
Unique, professional male, 
27, who's emotional, sensi- 
tive, creative, strong, inde- 
pendent, and compassion- 
ate. M8125 (exp 11/26) — 

AVAILABLE SPBM — 
Attractive, well groomed, 48, 
5'10”", 178Ibs, non-smoker, 
enjoys fitness, bookstores, 
music. Seeking intelligent, fit 
female, 37-50, for compan- 
ionship. 8838 (exp 12/10) 
Fun, humorous, handsome, 
romantic, fit, communicative, 
curious, considerate, musi- 
cal SWM, 38, 5’11”, 170lbs, 
desires smart, pretty, curva- 
ceous SWF, 24-42. Thanks. 
5145 (exp 11/26) 
Adorable SWM, 40, 5’8”, 
175ibs, brown/green, athlet- 
ic, caring, sharing, honest, 
considerate, sensitive, pas- 
sionate, sensual, funny, 
seeks same. 96452 (exp 











11/17) 
32, SWM. Me: chess, base- 
ball, coffee, and _ the 


Simpsons. You: quirky, sensi- 
tive, verbal, and literate. P. S. 
| have a cat. M5090 (exp 
11/30) 





Original illustrations by Karen AQUA 


Business owner, successful, 
attractive, intelligent, SWM, 
31, 5'11", 195ibs, seeks 
average, easygoing female, 
any race, 20-45, for lasting 
relationship. 79151 (exp 
12/17) 

Vegetarian SWM, 31, 5'10", 
140lbs, brown/dlue, enjoys 
nature, organic cooking, 
essential oils, massage, 
incense. Seeking similar, 
vegetarian SF, especially 
natural, long haired, unique, 
non-conformist. f8593 (exp 
12/10) 

Ally McBeal wanted 
Handsome SWM, 29, loves, 
poetry, flowers, seeks affec- 
tionate SF, 20-32, for a sin- 
cere, serious relationship 


Sincere, poe passion- 
ate SWM, 31, deeply com- 
mitted to  self-growth 
Seeking same in SF, 23-34 
2663 (exp 11/30) 

Honest, active SWM, 39, 
with good sense of humor, 
into writing, arts. Seeking 
artistic, honest, fit SWF, 28- 
39, for settled relationship 
8804 (exp 12/10) 

CLEFT OF CHIN 
Handsome, professionals 
SWM, 40, looks 20-some- 
thing, 5'9”, fit, American- 
Italian, sense of humor, 
enjoys outdoors, beach, 
adventures. Seeking attrac- 
tive, funny, sexy, intelligent 
SWF, 25-32, to make the big 
connection with. 6121 
(exp 12/3) 

RAPUNZEL 
SWM - seeks long-haired 
female to enjoy romantic 
times and long-term rela- 
tionship. | am 32, 6’, 175ibs, 
clean cut, professional, 
financially secure, hand- 
some, honest, loyal. Enjoy 
dining, theatre, and being 
active. #8786 (exp 12/10) 
Early 40s, human services, 
songwriter, don’t like war, 
racism, the rich, attempting 
to be sincere, truthful. 
Seeking good, understand- 
ing woman. T6409 (exp 
12/17) 

BEGINNINGS 
Friendly, flexible, easygoing, 
very handsome SM, 6’, 
180ibs, GQ looks, Network 
Administrator/Engineering 
student, student of this uni- 
verse, enjoys learning new 
things, reading, karaoke, 
dancing, traveling, camping, 
outdoor activities. Seeking 
reflection of myself, smart 
mature, emotionally stable, 
professional, 20-30, model- 
like appearance, who likes to 
have fun, enjoy the little 
things, service people less 
fortunate than yourself, have 
a tamed ego. Possess these 





qualities, I'd love to hear 
from you! 9143 (exp 
12/17) _ 





ACCEPT-IONAL 
Attractive, energetic, outspo- 
ken, talented, funny, candid, 
honest DWM, 43right/left 
brain balanced, p/t single 
parent. You are young at 
heart, wise, slender, intelli- 
gent, honest, accepting, 
non-smoker. #98710 (exp 
12/3) ¥ : 

WINGED WONDER 
Lady phoenix, man appeals 
to goddess, for inspiration, 
bringing morsels, melody, 
muse, murals, and meta- 
physics. Beckon this intelli- 
gent, attractive, tall, brown- 
haired, 39 year old, hopeful 
that he may rise together 
with you refreshed and 
renewed. 8540 (exp 12/3) 


STILL SEARCHING... 





for the right woman. 
Professional SWM, blond/ 
blue, loves travel (Asia), 
sushi, movies, cultural 


events. Seeking a single, 
intelligent, caring, honest 
woman. Do any of you know 
who Anggun is? 8395 





(exp 11/30) 
COMET BOY 
Handsome, adventurous, 


athletic, scholarly, 6’, 175ibs, 
Astronomy degree, likes to 
share/discuss literature, 
jazz, classical music. Enjoys 
cooking, fireside readings. 
Ski, outdoors, tennis? Be an 
athletic, tall, and attractive 


SF. 29153 (exp 12/17) 
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Claire & Jom 


Claire & Tom met through the Personals this summer. 













Tom's Personal: 


SUBWAY GIRL 
Friday night, July 24th, Blue 
& Green T-Line. Me: Young- 
looking guy with friends. You: 
Salem girl meeting friends at 
Aquarium stop. Call me; no 
power struggles. 
























Respond to 
Personals 
USING 
your 


COC 
(all 


617-450-8620 


(all costs $1.99 a minute 
Must be 18+. 




























What type of personal was this? 

lt was actually an Eye Contact personal. We had seen 
each other on the subway, and I'd mentioned that | read 
the Phoenix every week, ‘cause I'm really into the the- 
atre scene. He asked if | ever looked at the personals, 
with a cute smile on his face. | said, "Sure, most of the 
time." 































Why didn't you exchange numbers on the train? 
Well, we got involved in a conversation, and the train 

reached my stop before | even realized, so | ran off with 
only time to say, "Bye... it was nice meeting you..." And 
then we stared at each other as the train took off again. 










Call from any phone, 
anywhere, anytime, 
Amex / Visa / 


Mastercard accepted. 


Tso) -0-| 























What — through your mind when you read his 
a. 

| was totally surprised, and thrilled! | called his box num- 

ber and he sounded so sweet, and very sincere. 

























How was your first phone conversation? 

He called me back that same night. We talked for an 
hour and a half, and really hit it off. We made plans to 
see each other that weekend. 


How was the date? 

Fantastic! He took me to dinner at Victoria Station, in 
Salem. Then we walked around by the waterfront. | 
knew he was kind of shy, but | really wanted to kiss him, 
so | did! He was a bit surprised, but glad that | made the 
first move. 


What did he mean when he wrote "no power 
struggles?" 

He'd asked me why | went for the young look, and I'd 
confessed, "Well, I'm confident, and it gives me a feeling 
of power." He apparently wasn't turned off by that, 
‘cause he sought me out, and was successful! 


What do your friends say when you tell them how 
met 






Place your FREE 
Phoenix Personal 
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617-859-3283 
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www.bostonphoenix.com 
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OR 
use the coupon in this section 
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It's FREE 


to place your Personal 


It's FREE 


to record your voice greeting 


It's FREE 


to pick Up your messages 























Everyone says, "That's so romantic... like in one of 
those cheesy movies." 











24 NOVEMBER 6, 1998 PERSONALS THE BOSTON PHOENIX 


To respond to Personals call 976-3366 Call costs $1.99 per minute. Must be 18+. Outside greater Boston call 1-900-370-201 4) 









































1. 


Uses pop-culture 


quote to 


intrigue you. 


synthetic redhead, 24, enjoys ping- 


pong 


Specific liter- 
ary / sports 


interests. 


Makes personal 


interactive. 


Men 
Seeking 


Women 


Continued 





READY TO PLAY! 

Me: over-intelligent, thought 
ful, incisive, athletic, looking 
for you: witty, determined 
also athletic. We'll discuss 
World Bank events as we ride 
through Lynn Woods 
Groovasaurus Lives! 79157 
(exp 12/17) 

COMPLETE PACKAGE 
Handsome, polished, sophis 
ticated, educated, success- 
ful, tall, sensual, romantic, 
spiritual DWM, séeks female 
counterpart, who's bright 
polished, sensual, thin, 
attractive, spiritual, emotion 
ally healthy, 34-47. Let's talk! 
79145 (exp 12/17) 

READY 
Professional SWM, 46, 6’, 
193lbs, youthful, vigorous, 
athletic build. An intelligent, 
successful, feeling empath, 
who's hardworking, gener- 
Ous, happy, and spiritual 
Enjoys people, nature, exer- 
cise, reading, etc. | love my 
cat and myself, and have 
room in my heart for a 
woman who can care and be 
cared for. Are you WF, 35-45? 
Seeking soulmate for friend- 
ship leading to marriage 
79138 (exp 12/17) 


phone number, iast name, or address in his/her voice message, The Phoenix 
reserves the right to recatagorize or reject any personal, ee 


BLUE IRIS 
You: wild at heart, twenty 
something, free-spirited, fun 
loving, full-figured, 5°4” or 
less, needing someone to 
take care of you. Me: 40, edu 
cated, witty 
well-traveled, very well off 
slim, fit, needing you, offering 
lots of attention, travel to 
Europe/Asia, shopping, .pre 
sents, pleasant surprises 
Let's talk! 199147 (exp 12/17) 
HAN SEEKS LEIA 

Creative, slightly dangerous 
and cynical space pirate 
seeks beautiful princess with 
strength and values; to set an 
example for the Empire and 
free the Galaxy from oppres- 
sion. M8595 (exp 12/3) 


CATERPILLAR... 
needs butterfly. Let's run 
around the world... Me: 5’8”, 
brown/green, teddy bear 
type, looking for someone 
just like heaven. If you flicker 
and you're beautiful, then 
glow inside my head. T8598 
(exp 12/3) te 

WRITERSEEKSMUSE 
Bearded, aging hippie, with 
sense of self, sense of 
humor, honest - same for 
you! Like dining, movies, the- 
ater, long walks, long talks, 
cuddling, touching. 8709 
(exp 12/3) 


sophisticated 


Boston Phoenix Personals form 


How to respond to Phoenix Personals: 


Dial 976-3366 or 1-900-370-2015 outside Greater Boston. This call 

costs $1.99 a minute and you must be 18 or older. 

When the system answers simply follow the easy instructions and 

enter the box number of the ad that interests you. If you'd like you 

can also browse the greetings of all ads within the category. 

. Normally you'll hear that person's voice greeting. If by chance that 
person has not recorded a greeting, you can still leave a message 
for them. 

. Leave a private message. Be sure to leave your phone number and 
the best time to reach you. 

. You can now enter another box number and if you choose a 
message for that box holder as well. 

. You can respond to any box with a 45 via mail. Just put your 
letter in an envelope with the box number clearly marked on the 
front of the envelope. Place it in another envelope. You may send more 
than one letter in the envelope. 

. All responses will be forwarded directly to the addressee on a 
weekly basis for up to six weeks after publication. 

. Respond by mail to ads with #2 only, mailed responses will not 
be forwarded to ads requesting phone responses only. 

. Have a great time meeting someone new. 











DISCLAIMER: The Phoenix assumes no liability for the content or reply to any 
Personal ad. The advertiser assumes complete fiability for the content of and all 





a boating accident: 


and misogynistic 











"THIS WAS NOT ... 


Urban agnostic, 


Conveys 
her witty 


SS sarcasm. 
feminist 


Paints 


picture of 


the guy. 





LONG-TERM 
SWM, 39, 6’, somewhat of a 
quiet-type, until | get to know 
you. Interests include camp- 
ing, hiking, beach. Seeking 
sincere SWF, 30-45, for long 
term relationship. 8563 
(exp 12/3) 

WICCAN MALE 
Financially secure, fit, 46, 
seeks compassionate, con 
siderate, and caring Wiccan 
friendly S/DF, 30s to early 
40s, for a serious, monoga 
mous relationship, to start a 
family. Let's discover if we're 
soulmates. #8565 (exp 12/3) 
HANDSOME RUGGED 
Teddy bear, blue collar, col 
lege educated SWM, 48, 5'4 
145ibs, fit, very blue eyes, 
non-smoker, non-drinker. 
kind, affectionate, sponta- 
neous, loves outdoors, fish- 
ing, camping, hiking, canoe- 
ing, art, theatre, museums 
Seeking SWF, 35-50, attrac- 
tive and kind, for long-term 
relationship. 9168 (exp 

12/17) 

BEGINNINGS 
Professional, adventurous 
SWM, 40, 225ibs, varied 
interests, active guitar player, 
all music except rap. Goal of 
traveling to Russia. Seeking 
SWF. 32-45, height/weight 
proportionate, for a special 
romance. 9128 (exp 12/17) 


REINVENT 
Life is short. Handsome 
secure, very happy guy look 
ng to experience all there is 
to experience Come explore 
with me and see what life has 
to offer. 18394 (exp 11/30) 
SANITY OPTIONAL 

SELF DESCRIPTION: looks 
like Lurch, sensitive, nice guy 
intelligent, fascinated by the 
paradoxal, friend to the 
absurd. Seeking female with 
nice smile. 8812 (exe 
12/10) 

LOTS-O-FUN 
Good-looking SWM, 23 
5'10", light brown/diue, new 
to town, fun to be around 
Seeking same, for good 
times friendship, more 
79118 (exp 12/17) 

NICE INSIDE 
Hi! I'd like to meet an intelli- 
gent, non-religious, fit, liberal 
woman, for dating, friendship, 
good relationship. Ideally get 
married, and have kids! 
8708 (exp 12/3) 

Creative, thin, cute SWM, 25 
curly long  brown/green, 
songwriter/surfer, seeks 
attractive, fun, adventurous 
SF, under 35, for fun/possibly 
more. 9163 (exp 12/17) 

| LOVE WOMEN! 

Warm, kind, sweet, loving 
SWM, 6°11", 185ibs, 
brown/blue, seeks woman 
with same qualities, for rela- 
tionship. #9129 (exp 12/17) 


THEATRE, DINNER... 
parties, Elvis Costello, 
Shakespeare. Studying grad 
English, work full-time 
Seeking sweet person to 
share rare spare time with 
Marriage-minded but patient 
78814 (exp 12/10) 

PERFECT!? 
Constantly improving, very 
attractive, creative, and alas, 
humble man, 32. Interested in 
hearing your voice, thoughts! 
78718 (exp 12/3) 

I'M READY, RU? 
Humorous, musical, creative 
free-wheelin good-lookin 
family man, PhD, 40s, 6’, 
slim. Seeking sensuous, 
adventurous, pool-playin 
rocker, spirited, lookin for fun 
without the games. 28587 
(exp 12/3) 


JAZZ GAL NEEDED! 
Me: Professional musician, 
23, enjoys working out, walk- 
ing in the park. Seeking fit 
female, 21-28. T9165 (exp 
12/17) ; 

INTELLECT’L BABE 
sought. Arts/humanities pre- 
ferred, scientist with nice legs 
seriously considered, auto- 
didacts welcomed, by SM, 
42, kind, smart, athletic, fit, 
nice-looking, non-goody- 
goody, Academe dropout. 
Let's whisper sweet 
Heideggerian nothings to 
each other. No deconstruc- 
tionists, please. 78114 (exp 
11/26) 





HEART&SOULFOOD 
Big-hearted man, with integri- 
ty/creativity, smart, and hand- 
some, seeks partnership with 
beautiful, bright, black 
woman, with depth of soul 
and mind to match, 28-40 
8560 (exp 12/3) 
Artistic, sensitive, caring, 
romantic, playful, funny, 
handsome (with character), 
photographer, 41, 6'1", 
180lbs, seeks slim, stable 
sweetheart. 8559 (exp 
12/3) ms 

NORMAL DEADHEAD 
Attractive, warm bear, SWM, 
49, 5'11", 195lbs, seeks 
sweet honey-bear, slim, non- 
smoker, easygoing, for con- 
Spiratory, affectionate adven- 
tures. M8527 (exp 12/3) 

THE LAST 

ALL-AROUND... 
nice guy. DWM, 47, better 
looking than most, not as 
good as some. Professional, 
fit, funny, friendly, honest, sin- 
cere, no hangups or bag- 
gage, eclectic interests 
Seeking long-term relation- 
ship. Will answer all calls 
8167 (exp 11/26) 

ICH BIN WARUM 
Very successful Cambridge 
academic, 41, very fit, rugged 
outdoorsman, musician 
deeply romantic. Seeking 
very attractive younger 
woman, to share fun, adven 
ture, passion, culture, NH 
home, and to someday have 
babies. 8132 (exp 11/26) _ 


Fill out and mail this form to: Phoenix Personals, 126 Brookline Ave., Boston, MA 02215. Or call (617) 859-3283 to place your 


VERY ROMANTIC 
Tall (6'1"), dark handsome 
(honest), DWM, 40s, in 
shape, degreed professional 
Seeking long-haired, shapely 
DWF, 30s to 40s, for long- 
term relationship. No one 
night stands. Also, no cats, 
please. 778137 (exp 11/26) 
Romantic, attractive, tender, 
spiritual, young artist, 
biond/biue, non-smoker, 
enjoys arts, animals, adven- 
ture. Seeking successful, pro- 
fessional SWF, 40-60 
778807 (exp 12/10) 
Handsome, Ivy-MBA, 35+, 
seeks attractive professional, 
S/DF, for profound conversa- 
tions, joy, true loving relation- 
ship, happiness, and mar- 
riage. 78775 (exp 12/10) 
Works nights, free days. 
Honest DBM, 48, 6’, 200lbs, 
muscular, vegetarian, seeks 
S/DBF, non-smoker, drug- 
free, for possible long-term 
relationship. 5729 (exp 
11/30) 


Gorgeous starving aartist/ 
writer, SWM, dark hair/eyes, 
funny, ingenious, sexy, saint- 
ly, seeks beautiful, financially 
secure woman for 
romance/adventure, passion 
kicks, joy. 299167 (exp 12/17) 
Fun, fit, handsome, youthful 
kind attentive romantic 
SWM, 46, 5'9", 155ibs, seeks 
playful, thin, affectionate 
woman, to pamper. 9162 
(exp 12/17) 





personal weekdays from 8am - 12 midnight, weekends from 10am - 6pm, or fax your personal to (617) 450-8600. By Internet: 
http://www.bostonphoenix.com/ 


1. Check Category: [_] Women Seeking Men 


2. Compose Your Personal: 
Bold Headline (15 characters Max. $6.00) 


[_] Men Seeking Men 


Personal Copy (First 20 words are FREE) 









[_] Men Seeking Women 
[_] Women Seeking Women 


C1] HIV+ category 
(] Eye Contact 





ee eka 


















In order to retrieve your messages, you must record a Voice Greeting. 


First 20 Words ... 
Options: 


PONV WONG. 6s sciecnen 


Bold Headiine .... 


[0 ee 


DUIOIAL coi scvass 


Multiply by # of weeks (2 week Min.) ..... 
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3. Additional Options: 


Ae, ee 










4. Confidential Information: we cannot print your personal without t 


Name: 
Address: 
City: 














Credit Card # 


Signature: _ 


Zip Code: 


Home Phone: 


____or Work Phone: 


____Email (optional): - 








[]mc ((] Visa [_JAMEX Exp.Date 
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+ cy an Rie: 








Email Us | 
your 
Feedback! 


creative 


comments 


swanky 


suggestions 


original 


observations 


to 


phoenixpersonals @ phx.com 


MUSIC LOVIN’ 
Blue jean wearin’, Harley 
ridin’, introspective, relective, 
extrovert. SWM, 34, 5'8’, 
175lbs, non-smoker, non 
drinker, seeks a confident, 
savvy, fit gal, to build a rela- 
tionship with. 28102 (exp 
11/26) 
SWM, 18, 5'11", 175ibs, 
blond/biue, likes working-out, 
beach, occasional concert 
Seeking blonde female, 19- 
24, 5'7”-5'9", 130-14 0lbs, into 
black. metal/martial arts 
78558 (exp 12/3) 
Honest, romantic, easygoing 
SHM, 23, likes books, bikes, 
movies. Seeking romantic, 
beautiful SF, 20-27, for dat- 
ing, possibly more. 9103 
(exp 12/17) 
Very handsome, ex-pro ath 
lete, 42, blond, selective, 
honest, sane. Seeking very 
attractive, shapely lady, 
approx. 26-38, race open 
78729 (exp 12/3) 
Very handsome, fit, athletic 
DWM, 5'10", 180lbs, seeks 
slender, sensuous woman 
30-50, for serious relation- 
ship. The faint of heart need 
not apply. Not sure calls pre- 
ferred. #8154 (exp 11/26) 

LOOKING... 
SM, likes cooking, movies 
in/out, sports, quiet times, fun 
times, more. Seeking SF, 
race/age unimportant, for 
friendship, possibly more 
8161 (exp 11/26) 
Tall, dark, handsome SWM, 
early 20's, desire to experi- 
ence life. Seeking easygoing, 
adventurous, in-tune girl, to 
make dreams come true 
8387 (exp 11/26) 
ARE YOU OUT THERE? 
Tall, attractive, fit SWM, 29 
loves to laugh and has a 
good sense of humor 
Seeking witty woman, who 
enjoys the arts, and wants a 
partner in crime. T7187 (exp 
11/30) 
SWM, 23, with a healthy con- 
fusion, authentic, innovative 
inclinations, thin and looking 
for vision, half-grins, continu 
ation of experience, and 
female companionship 
78169 (exp 11/26) 
Dynamic, handsome, articu- 
late, physically fit business- 
man, seeks same in petite 
lady, 38-45. Let’s become 
friends. 6100 (exp 11/17) 
LOVE 2 EXERCISE 

Handsome, __ French/italian 
SWM, 37, 6'3", 190lbs, 
enjoys R&B, weekend get- 
aways, romantic times, seeks 
tall, professional, blonde 
female, similar interests, 
8110 (exp 11/26) 

LIVE WITH ME... 
but let's meet for coffee first 
Cool, long-haired SWM, 
musician, 43, 6’, 175ibs, into 
live music, NE trips, cooking, 
etc. Seeking upbeat, curva- 
ceous, non-abrasive woman, 
for romance and everlasting 
happiness. 7447 (exp 
° 

FOR REAL 

Professional male, never 
married, no kids, seeks 
youthful, affectionate female, 
for intimate relationship. | am 
responsible, yet sponta- 
neous. Polished, though with 
a bad-boy streak. 8401 
(exp 11/30) 


SENSUAL WOMAN 
WANTED 
Extremely intelligent, attrac- 
tive, successful black gentle- 
man, 6'4", 235ibs, has very 
pleasurable sounding voice, 
seeks romantic, sensual, 
understanding woman. 

78798 (exp 12/10) 

WHY CAN'T | FIND 
QUALITY ?? 

SWM, 39, self-employed, the 
ultimate man, seeks SWF, to 
share fine things, lots of fun 
Thank you very muchi! 
77804 (exp 12/14) 
HUMOROUS HARVARD 
Humorous Harvard, Ph.D., 
businessman, 44, 5'8", 
170lbs, Anthropologist, 
Farmer, loves insightful con- 
versations and the sky 
7797 (exp 12/14) 

SWM, 39, 6’, 185ibs, profes- 
sionally successful, easygo- 
ing, fit, intelligent, generous 
and fun, seeks attractive, fit 
BF, nurses or medical profes- 
sionals A+. 9102 (exp 
12/17) : 
‘Next Stop Wonderland’ 
SWM, 40s, handsome envi- 
ronmental professional, 
seeks smart, slim, attractive 
SWF, 38-46. Public 
radio/book fans get a plus 
76474 (exp 11/17) 

HEY-LOOKY HERE! 

Looking for an energetic, fun- 
lovin’, open-minded lady, who 
seeks same, for dancing, 
movies, dinner, romance... 
now and again. | hope to hear 
from you! #8158 (exp 11/26) 
Asian female WANTED. 
Professional SWM, financial- 
ly secure, sincere, attractive, 
physically fit, well-educated, 
very romantic. Seeking pretty 
Asian female, under 45. 
7798 (exp 12/14) 
Handsome, sexy, romantic 
SWM, 24, seeks nice SWF, 
19-29, tired of club/bar 
scene, to stay home and cud- 


die with me. 6771 (exp 
12/7) 


Emotionally/financially 
resolved. Very attractive, trim 
SWM, 40s, 6’, non-smoker, 
witty cosmopolite, shares the 
mirror, accommodates your 
sensitivities; film, dance, frol- 
ic. #3907 (exp 11/30) 
BM, seeking nice SF, 40-52, 
enjoys traveling, movies, 
dancing, giving flowers to that 
special person in my life 
Race not important. #28531 
(exp 12/3) 
PROFESSIONAL WM... 
42, good-looking, sincere, a 
riot to be with. Seeking SF, 
18-23, any race, to spoil, kids 
ok if it turns into long-term 
relationship. 8134 (exp 
its: Ju Ai i eRe? 
Tall, handsome, youthful, ex- 
hippie male, 52, looks 45, 
adores women. Seeking hon- 
est, unpretentious female, 
age open, for friendship first. 
7199 (exp 11/30) 
Active, caring SJM, 46, inter- 
ested in sports, movies, read- 
ing, dining. Seeking S/DJF, 
with similar interests for a 
great time together. 8101 
Coe) ae 
DON’T PASS ME BY 
Healthy, attractive SBM, 
young-looking 45, clean-cut, 
fit, rugged. Seeking attrac- 
tive, female, 35-45, all races 
welcome, for long walks, 
good conversation. 9124 
(exp 12/17) 





Candlelight search 
Handsome, trim WM, 6’, 
unmarried businessman. You 
40s, philosophical cant, sen- 
suous, music, dancing, film 
intense conversation. #79150 
(exp 12/17) 


ATHLETIC GUY 
Good-looking, masculine BM, 
living in Boston, 22, 5'7”, 
150ibs, into outdoors, music, 
laughing, intimacy. Not into 
scene. Seeking masculine 
GM, 21-27, who's idea of a 
good time is making the bed 
when we're done playing in it 
8833 (exp 12/10) _ 

LOG CABIN BOY 
Professional, well educated, 
conservative, by next door 
type GWM, 27, 61", 190lbs, 
athletic build, clean cut, hates 
the bar scene, into working 
out, pro football, skiing, 
movies, books, philosophical 
discussions. T8820 (exp 


12/10) 

VERY 
GOOD-LOOKING... 
straight acting, masculine 
22, seeks same, who's good- 


body. | like to party at 
clubs/bars or just hang out 
8813 (exp 12/10) 

SEXY CREOLE MAN 
Louisiana hotlink. Attractive 
french black native, 30, 
160lbs, seeking GB/HM, 
masculine, muscular, versa- 
tile, passionate. 178789 (exp 
12/10) 

SWM, 24, 5'11", 225ibs, 
Lowell area, seeks same or 
understanding, safe, discrete 
guy, 18-34ish, who likes trips, 
music, sports, and outdoors 
Seeking friends for good 
times. T8827 (exp 12/10) - 
GWM, 27, 54”, 128lbs, rela- 
tionship-oriented, seeks 
adventurous, fun guy, with 
sense of humor, under 35, for 
dating. 178774 (exp 12/10) 
Handsome, masculine, artis- 
tic, Bi-racial male, 27, seeks 
cute, upbeat male, under 35, 
for movies, Melrose PI., con- 
versation, and hanging out 
9107 (exp 12/17) 

COME ON BABY - LIGHT 
MY FIRE. Me: 28 year old, 
seeks other to date, for can- 
dielight dinners, star gazing 
nights, and more! 8791 
(exp 12/10) 

SEEKING IRISH GUY 
WM, 25, 5°10", 165ibs, 
brown/blue, very masculine, 
handsome, in shape, former 
military, enjoys going to 
PATS/Bruins games, beer, 
concerts, travel, just having 
fun. Seeking normal, straight- 
acting WM, 20-32, for friend- 
ship, more. 9158 (exp 
12/17) 

JOCK SEEKS JOCK 
Athletic, muscular, clean cut, 
in shape, ex-collegiate jock, 
27, 62", 195ibs, brown/ 
green, seeks similar, non 
scene, masculine, normal, 
sane guy, 22-35, _ for 
sports/outdoor fun, best 
friend/relationship. #8568 
(exp 12/3) 


TAKE ME... 

on! SWM, 27, 5'8", 140libs, 
bearded, athletic, cute/boy 
ish, silly, and a whole lot 
more. Seeking a masculine, 
funny, smart, and sexy guy, 
27+, who knows what he'll 
want me and only me! 
8732 (exp 12/3) 

NORMAL GUY 
Hi! I'm a SM, 6’, 165lbs, 
brown/hazel, handsome, 
likes quiet evenings with a 
great meal for two. Looking 
for attractive person, 22-27, 
who's secure with them 
selves. 178108 (exp 11/30) 

GREAT GUY 
Good-looking, clean cut WM, 
in-shape, athletic, masculine, 
enjoys all sports, working out, 
lifting, mellow times. Seeking 
similar WM, 20-35, clean/ 
safe, for friendship first, pos- 
sibly more. Non-smoker/mas- 
culine only. 8524 (exp 
12/3) 7 

BEAR WITH NO HAIR 

Cute, sincere, funny, creative 
GWM, 29, 6'1", 250ibs, artist 
smoker, professionai, and 
responsible. Seeking profes- 
sional, responsible GWM, 30- 
40, with belief that 2 men can 
be monogamous, for dating 
long-term relationship 
79159 (exp 12/17) 

A NEW FRIEND... 
is your best friend. GWM, z 
looking to meet new people 
21-30. Love SciFi fans 
Playstation addicts, and 
those who are proud to be 
called “geek”. 48578 (exp 
12/3) 

AND SO FORTH 
Creative, goal-oriented pro- 
fessional WM, 32, 6’, 170lbs 
non-smoker dont drink 
semi-closeted, enjoys travel 
good food, Boston, NY 
Museums. Seeking relation 
ship with healthy, -stable 
ambitious guy, 30-40, in 
shape, race/financial back 
ground important. 8393 
(exp 11/30) 

ALL AMERICAN JOCK 

WM, 28, 6’, 185libs, very 
good-looking, muscular 
extremely masculine, athletic 
seeks WM, 21-30, from 
Boston area, must be very 
good-looking, athletic, in 
shape, extremely masculine 
and not into scene. Also 
enjoy outdoors and have 
sense of humor No 
fats/fems/baldies/smokers/dr 
ug users, exceptions. # 
78115 (exp 11/26) 

GET WICKED 
2 atypical males, mid-20s 
with wicked senses of humor, 
seek sk8r/raver/punker/UK 
lads, free of emotional bag- 
gage, into hanging out, chal- 
lenging stereotypes, cool 
music (NIN/Garbage/GvsB. 
Propellerheads/Curve), and 
scary movies, for hanging 
out. Be sane. 5130 (exp 
11/23) 

CUTE BOYS?!? 
GWM, 25, 5'11", 165ibs, 
brown/brown, looking for 
cute, smooth, boyish guys, 
18-25, for friendship, fun, and 
possibly more! 798570 (exp 
12/3) 


.7 


SHY GUY... 

19, Asian undergrad 
straight-looking, easygoing 
guy, seeks equally nice-look- 
ing man. First time, please be 
patient. Likes music, movies 
meals, mirth. Help me by 
myself M8399 (exp 11/30) 


ATTRACTIVE&FIT 
SWM, 24, 5'8", 160lbs, brown 
hair/eyes, masculine, college 
guy, seeks same, 18-28, into 
sports, hanging, goatees 
levis a plus. 9149 (exp 
12/17) 

LET'S GET RICH! 
Powerhouse Professional 
seeks aggressive/hairy 
humorous professional, who 
is people savvy, and plans tc 
succeed professionally in life 
8795 (exp 12/10) 

VERY CUTE GWM 
In shape, 28 short 
brown/great blue eyes, con 
siderate, seeks similar, dat 
ing-oriented blond guy 
8542 (exp 12/3) 
Adventurous, masculine 
patriot, 32, clean cut, seeks 
buddy, 18-40, for working 
out, movies, travel, sports 
and dining. Not into bar 
scene. 8547 (exp 12/3) 

SEEKING TIM TAYLOR 
GWM, 25, 5'7", 190ibs 
red/hazel, considered hand 
some, likes camping, nature, 
not into gay scene. Prefer str8 
life with older GM, 29-35, 
handsome, regular guy, for 
long-term relationship 
T8123 (exp 11/26) 

EROMAGICIAN 
GWM, 28, 6'2 185ibs 
blond/biue athletic, mascu 
line, handsome, passionate 
Ecstatic 
sage artist, seeks fit, mascu 


friendly, fun 


line friends for hiking 


J movies 
dining, mutual exploration 
T8128 (exp 11/26) 
WM 21 5'6 145ibs 
dark/green masculine 
Seeking masculine WM, 18 
23, jock a plus. 78576 (exp 
12/3) 

NICE GUY 
GWM, 27. 62 185lbs 
brown/green, muscular build 
hairy chest, looking for « 
laid back GWM, 20-28. | like 
movies music videos the 
gym Simpsons. 48164 (exp 
11/26) 

MR. SANDMAN 
Bring me a dream! Lonely 
Architecture student 22 
5'10 150ibs dark 
blonde/biue, physically fit 
very sincere, and affection 
ate, seeks a man with a warn 
heart and smile, for friend 
ship/relationship. Be that 
dream! T7856 (exp 11/19) 

EROS & AGAPE 
Cute professional Ivy 
League graduate, 21, new to 
Boston, enjoys music, club 
bing, walking, parties, pas 
sion, nature. Seeking cute 
interesting, lively, amusing, 
mellow guy, 18-30, for long- 
term relationship. 7796 
(exp 11/19) 

CRAZY, SEXY, COOL 
Masculine, attractive BM, 30 
6’, 180ilbs, muscular build 
straight-acting, enjoys sports, 
martial arts, reading, music, 
the beach, Spanish culture 
Seeking straight-acting, 
attractive, quiet-coo!l, mascu- 
line HM, 21-30, not into club 
scene. 5367 (exp 11/17) 
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To respond to Personals call 976-3366 Call costs $1.99 per minute. Must be 18+. Outside greater Boston call 1 -900-370-201 5 


I have this friend, April, who squawks. It just drives me nuts. There are times when | 
swear to myself that I'll never go out in public with her again because it embarrasses me 
so much to be seen with her. But she epitomizes the word, “hoot,” both literally and figu- 
ratively. She should have been born some kind of exotic bird. 

We get along a bit better when we've been doing some drinking, because then — yes, 


I admit it — I start to squawk a bit too. She says something funny, | laugh, she snorts, and 


e+* 


then we both squawk. I know, it's not a pretty picture. But it’s a load of fun. 

Drinking is what we'd been doing that Friday night. After a tour of duty up Boylston 
and down Newbury, we found ourselves ambling through the Public Garden tripping 
over each other's feet. 

April was telling me a Garrison Keillor story. It was about these guys who were duck 
hunters. Every winter they would carve duck decoys, which they would deploy on their 
pond come spring. One year they decided that if they made the decoys bigger, the ducks 
would be able to see them from further away and thus the decoys would attract more 
ducks. April was screaming this story, and never mind the fact that she hadn't gotten any- 
where near the punchline yet, I was hysterical. 

Just as she did approach the punchline — the six foot decoy completed, the fellas were 
huffing and puffing to hoist it up the basement stairs -- | noticed that we were approach- 
ing two guys sitting on a park bench. | was dumbstruck. One of them was the most 
adorable man I had ever seen. Not a total knockout — a bit of a receding hairline, and a 
beard, which I don't normally like — but eyes that cut straight through my inebriated 
haze, and a grin that would make even the Lincoln Memorial crack a smile. Not normally 
shy, I become terribly awkward around attractive men, and | cowered a bit behind April. 
Of course, she didn’t notice a thing. She squawked on. 

"So then the ducks were flying over and they looked down at the pond, and one of 
‘em said, 'Yeh, I think it's the same place, but..." 

",..that pond sure has gotten smaller since last year,” said Incredibly Adorable Man. 

All four of us busted out laughing. April actually fell to the ground and rolled around 
a bit. The two guys looked at her, then at me. | shrugged my shoulders, managing a little 
grin directly at Adorable Man. 

"Yes!" screamed April. "You heard that one!” 

"I love Garrison Keillor," said the guy. "Have you ever read his column on line, in 
Salon?" He was speaking in her direction, but he was looking at me. 

"Yes!" she screamed again. What a nutcase. Gotta love ‘er, tho’, | thought. Never a 
dull moment with April. She was still on the ground, but had managed to hoist herself up 
to a sitting position. 

Suddenly Adorable Man bounced off of the park bench and plopped himself down on 
the ground. "She's obviously not going to make it up, so, in sympathy, I think we should 
all join her down here." 

What a delightful man, I thought. As if | hadn't figured that out already. 

His friend leaped off the bench to sit cross-legged next to April, and I slunk over and 
sat down next to 1.A.M. "Do you remember the bit he did about the 'boeuf'?" I asked. 

"The boeuf bourgignon? Yes, of course!" he said. 

April launched into that bit, and soon we were all in hysterics again. 

We actually spent several hours there, recounting our favorite public radio stories. 
Adorable Man, now known as Tom, knew all my favorite stories. We went through 
Garrison Keillor, Michael Feldman, Click & Clack, and, my personal fave, Ira Glass. 
Adorable Man asked me out. I asked him what he wanted for breakfast. Just kidding. I 
accepted, humbly, wondering how he had the perceptivity to know that in spite of how 
stupidly drunk and bumbling I was, I really am an okay person. What a guy. My hero. 

I asked him how it was that he could remember so many of these radio stories. 

"I've heard a lot of them many times. They rerun them more often than most people 
seem to notice. 

"So how is it that you noticed?" 

"L had chronic fatigue syndrome for many years. It seems to have pretty much passed. 
But during those six or seven years, I listened to NPR practically non-stop.” 

"Really? You know, someone else told me something similar once,” | began, culling 
my brain to remember who it was. He was smiling at me. Oh my god. I suddenly realized 
I had heard this exact story before. It was from a guy who'd answered my Personal ad. 

"Hey! Tom! Are you Tom from Brookline? Bio-tech guy?" 

"Yes," he grinned. "And you're Susan from Cambridge, rollerblades to work everyday, 
aren't you?" 

"Yes," I squealed. "I talked to you through..." I looked at April and Tom's friend hesi- 
tantly. What the hell. "...chrough the Personal ads, right?" 

"Yes, you did, Miss Cambridge." 

"So why didn't we ever meet?" 

"Because you, Miss Cambridge, said you didn't like men with beards. It appears you 
are making an exception now?" Even when that grin was at my expense, it was irresistible. 

"Yeh, okay, so, umm, maybe I am. You wanna make somethin’ of it?” 

"No. I love dispelling people's shallow misconceptions,” he said, twinkling. 

If I never live this down it will be the best thing that ever happened to me. 


Men 
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Men 


Continued 


HANDSOME/ 
ADVENTUROUS 
BiWM, 30, brown/green, 
5'10", 160lbs, new to area, 
looking to meet Bi/G guy for 
get togethers, possibly more 
Intrigued? Call me! 8163 

(exp 11/26) 

ECLECTIC 

W/HM, 23, 5'11", 150lbs, into 
live bands, non-Hollywood 
films, cool tunes, smart con- 
versation over coffee or beer 
You need not: be my clone, 
just 20-26. 7832 (exp 
11/19) 

COLLEGE STUDENT 
Seeking fun, intelligent, cute 
guy, under 30, for friendship, 
maybe more. I'm 21, 6'2”, 
180ibs, love art, philosophy, 
science, stormy weather, 
long conversations, dance 
music. My first time. 277835 
(exp 11/19) : 

DISILLUSIONED 
Outgoing, sarcastic but sensi- 
tive, attractive GWM, 21, 
5'11", 180lbs, enjoys cri- 
tiquing movies, cheesy pop 
music, clubbing, paid pro- 
gramming, Golden. Girls 
reruns. Seeking GWM, 19- 
25, who's also looking for 
something better. 4582 
(exp 11/30) : 

HEAVEN ON EARTH 
GWM, 35, attractive, 5'2”, 
126lbs, height/weight propor- 
tionate, loving, loyal, positive 
attitude, honest, friendly. 
Seeking GWM, 24-30, outgo- 
ing, down-to-earth, open- 
minded, humorous, monoga- 
mous, for fun, friendship, pos- 
sible long-term relationship 
No dr ugs. T5599 (exp 
11/23) = i 

STR8 BLACK MALE 
30s, 5'8", 170Ibs, masculine, 
muscular, into lifting, biking 
Seeking friendship with one 
good man. Must be in good 
shape, str8, and normal 
7814 (exp 11/19) -s 

SHOOTING FOR 
LONG-TERM 
Attractive, masculine, 26, 
5'10", 175lbs, dark 
brown/green, lawyer, Sicilian, 
seeks masculine, profession- 
al, assured, interesting 
GWM, 26+, 5'10"+, 170Ibs+, 
for long-term relationship 
Boston only. 7773 (exp 
11/19) ee oe oe 
NO LABEL 
Handsome, down-to-earth, 
athletic GWM, 24, 5°10", 
170lbs, graduate student, 
varied indoor/outdoor inter- 
ests. Seeking similar, well- 
rounded, masculine guy, 21- 
32, for friendship/relationship. 

17779 (exp 11/19) 

LET’S PLAY HOUSE! 
Affectionate, shy, college 
educated, cultured, well-trav- 
eled GWM, 27, 5'8”, 175ibs, 
in search of soulmate, cute 
and lovable boy, 22-32. Good 
looks are important but per- 
sonality comes first. 17254 
(exp 11/20) : 

Very handsome masculine, 
athletic, South American 
SWM, 30, 170lbs, 5'11”, into 
sports, eulture, seeks muscu- 
lar attractive SWM, 26-35, for 
friendship, more. 127772 (exp 
a ee ee 
FRIEND TO SOULMATE 
South Asian, 32, 5'8", 
black/brown, seeks friendship 
with man of color, 27-33, 
preferably attractive, intelli- 
gent, educated. Be 
cultured/spiritual, mature, for 
possible monogamous long- 
term relationship. t®8065 
iene Saree ee 

INTERESTED? 

GM, 23, tired of female 
friends, seeks male friend for 
laughs and talks. Non-smoker 
and professional preferred. 
727831 (exp 11/19) 

SUBVERSIVE... 
23, 5'9", 150Ibs, blond/biue, 
civil libertarian, vegetarian, 
seeks cute, witty, secure, 
honest, 18-24, for good 
times, trouble, and con- 
sciousness expansion. Artists 
and punx encouraged to call. 
77506 (exp 11/20) | 

FALL IS COMING 
Handsome male, 26, 5'8”, 
160ibs, would like nothing 
better than running, biking 
down the street and be able 
to stop and embrace the 
same on a breezy Fall day. 
Fleece, warm skin, and open 
arms not far away! 27257 


(exp 11/20) 


ARE YOU MR.RIGHT 
FOR ME? 
Funny, honest, caring GBM, 
26, 5°10, 210Ibs, enjoys 
movies, dancing, talking. 
Seeking honest, mature GM, 
25-38, who's comfortable 
with themselves. Friendship/ 
possible LTR. Serious replies 
only 27390 (exp 11/5) 
Moonlight & cigarettes. 
Kisses & soulmates. 26 & off- 
beat. Tall, handsome, sweet 
Denim & goatee. Romance & 
poetry. Newburyport area. 
78118 (exp 11/26) 

FUN TIMES! 
Professional GWM, 24, 6’, 
180Ibs, light brown/t brown, 
tan, live in Newton, enjoys 
music, partying, drinking 
beer, having fun. Seeking laid 
back, good-looking, mascu- 
line G/BiM... Peace! 78144 
(exp 11/26) Cs 

SOMETHING REAL 
Twenty-something, slim guy, 
seeks other cool, young, 
down-to-earth, fun, 18-28, 
guy for bonding, exploring, 
friendship, and maybe more 
77783 (exp 11/19) 

HEY GUYS 
Hello! I'm a GWM, 32, 6'2”, 
285ibs, husky build (former 
football player), enjoys work- 
ing out, reading (Sci-fi/fanta- 
sy), spending time with 
friends. Seeking friends first 
leading to monogamous 
long-term relationship. 
Thanks. £7330 (exp 11/30) — 

TELEMARKETERS 
That's the only time my 
phone rings! GWM, 29, 6’, 
165ibs, brown/blue, profes- 
sional, seeks good-looker, 
road-tripper, bike-rider, cliff- 
hiker, socializer, for quiet 
times. You be 28-34, and fun. 
Thanks. 297263 (exp 11/30) 
MASCULINE NORMAL... 
23, 5'8", 170Ibs, blond/green, 
Go'T, average guy, looking for 
similar, preferably masculine, 
top, aggressive, non-smoker, 
for friendship that has long- 
term possibilities. Be honest, 
direct. Not looking for 
hookups or random encoun- 
ters. 179137 (exp 12/17) 

JOCK 
Extremely hot-looking BIWM, 
25, great bod and face, 
defined, muscular body. 
Seeking same, 18-30, no 
dreamers please! 2691 
(exp 12/14) 

R U A MASCULINE... 
Outdoorsman, Intellectual, 
Spiritual, Athletic, 
Emotionally available, 
Sensitive yet manly GWM, 
28-38, with sense of humor? 
I'm similar, 5°11", 175ibs, 
hazel eyes, olive complexion, 
swimmer's build, masculine, 
regular guy. Dating, 
Friendship first. 178835 (exp 
12/10) 

FREE-SPIRIT 
Student explorer, 21, tall, 
slim, blond/blue, with many 
interests and _ attributes. 
Seeking tall, athletic, educat- 
ed, handsome man, 25-39, 
for personal relationship. 
R.S.V.P. merci beaucoup. 
77481 (exp 11/20) 

JUST A GUY 
College student, 25, 5’9”, 
160lbs, told I'm attractive 
Seeking someone, preferably 
close to my age to have fun 
with, hopefully develop a rela- 
tionship with. 277374 (exp 
alot ali etal 

A GOOD FRIEND 
GWM, 45, seeks someone 
who knows what a real friend- 
ship is. Black, white, tall or 
short, it doesn't matter. 
Upbeat, sense of humor and 
caring are of most impor- 
tance. T8832 (exp 12/10) 

LOOKING FOR FUN 
GAM, 5'8", 155ibs, jock, 
seeks GM, 18-35. Looking for 
fun, friendship and more. 
727201 (exp 12/7) 

ASIAN-AMERICAN 
Cute, slender AM, 30, 5'11”, 
150lbs, seeks discreet, main- 
stream, fit WM. | enjoy the 
outdoors, running, rowing, 
biking, the usual urban pur- 
suits. 175738 (exp 11/30) 

CIRCUMLOCUTION 
Shy, handsome, brainy, affec- 
tionate 25 year old, 
Mexican/Irish descent, 
black/brown, 5’8”, 165ibs, 
intermittently articulate, spo- 
radically optimistic, occasion- 
ally tuneful, seeks straight- 
talker. 197479 (exp 11/20) 

DON’T READ THIS 
Looking for a funny, adventur- 
ous, athletic guy into A&F, 
beaches, outdoors, music. 
Me: 27, 5'10”. You: 18-27, ath- 
letic, thin, non-feminine, with 
similar interests, 175353 (exp 
11/16) 


READ THIS... 
20 year old college activist 
fag, 5'11", 155ibs, brown/ 
hazel, HIV+, seeks under- 
standing, unpretentious boy, 
18-23. T7225 (exp 11/20) 
GWM, 29, 6'1", thinning 
blond, goatee, collector and 
fisherman, enjoys cool music, 
conversation, cooking for two, 
candies and incense, mas- 
sage+. Seeking the right guy 
with own place for long-term 
relationship. 7595 (exp 
11/20) 

MISCHIEVOUS 
Easy going guy, 21, 5°10”, 
160ibs, enjoys movies, 
Alternative music, going 
out/staying in. Seeking a guy, 
with similar interests, under 
30, for possible relationship 
127236 (exp 11/20) 

Young, good-looking jock, 24, 
masculine, closeted, enjoys 
finer things. Seeking compa- 
ny with older, sophisticated, 
masculine, very successful, 
giving gentleman, 34-53 
7389 (exp 11/20) 
Attractive GWM, 29, 5'11”", 
160lbs, brown/brown, enjoys 
bowling, swimming, tennis, 
music, dining out, talking 
Seeking GWM, 25-34, in 
Eastern/Central 
Massachusetts. 774331 (exp 
11/30) 

NORTH SHORE 
Masculine, muscular, intelli- 
gent GWM, 48, 5'10”, 185ibs, 
enjoys outdoors, walks, 
ocean, music, classic cars 
Seeking new friends, 18-38, 
to share interests. fp 
78837 (exp 12/10) 
Romantic, sensitive, cute, 
easygoing, youthful GAM, 29, 
enjoys the Autumn, nature, 
good food, traveling, cultural 
events. Seeking intelligent, 
cultured, attractive GM, for 
friendship/relationship 
727385 (exp 11/30) | da. 
Handsome, muscular, mas- 
culine, professional SAM, 32, 
5'11", 160lbs, a real nice guy, 
seeks muscular, professional 
GWM, 30-45, for relationship. 
77226 (exp 11/20) 
BiHM, college student, 21, 
21, 5'8", 130lbs, brown/blue, 
seeks masculine college stu- 
dent, for friendship and more. 
7235 (exp 11/20) __ 
Determined to meet my 
match! Nice looking, trim, 
somewhat shy, easygoing 
GWM, mid-30s,  175ibs, 
brown/blue, enjoys city, films, 
music, cuddling, conversa- 
tion. Seeking funloving, sen- 
sitive GAM, 30-40, for real 
relationship. Ready? 29115 
(exp 12/17) _ 

FRAMINGHAM 
GWM, 60, 225ibs, 
brown/blue, discrete, mature 
professional, would like to 
meet a younger nice guy, for 
dating, friendship. 79110 
(exp 12/17) 

SOUTHERN NEW 
HAMPSHIRE 
Handsome GWNM,42, 5'11”, 
170lbs, into gardening, hik- 
ing, antiques, horses 
Looking for creative, ener- 
getic, honest, fit, fun, roman- 
tic guy, 25-45. 28793 (exp 

12/10) ; 
DOWN-TO-EARTH 
Masculine, fit, sincere, easy- 
going, fun GWPM, 35, 
brown/hazel, enjoys movies, 
outdoors, gym, dogs, travel, 
family, friends, seeks regular, 
quality guy. 8592 (exp 

12/3) _ pemeee 
G/BiIWM, 34, 6'1", blond/ 
blue, 175ibs, smooth, trim, 
college student, chef, likes 
outdoor activities. Seeking 
masculine, naturally muscu- 
lar GWM. 88773 (exp 12/10) 
Funny, honest, caring GWM, 
32, Fitchburg area, enjoys 
hiking, camping, anything 
outdoors, movies. Seeking 
GM, no drugs, smoker ok, for 
friendship first, possibly 
more. 26874 (exp 11/30) 
Attractive GWM, 29, seeks 
same, 24-35, with many inter- 
ests, for friendship, possible 
long-term relationship. Will 
answer all replies. 173978 
Cie) a IM aay 
Well-built, Phil Collins look- 
alike, professional, 34, 5'5”, 
170lbs, various interests, din- 
ner, gym, walks, etc. Seeking 
male, 25-48, for monoga- 
mous, long-term relationship 
78840 (exp 12/10) 

New arrival! Cute Asian, 28, 
5'9", 137lbs, enjoys swim- 
ming, biking... Seeking nice, 
attractive, educated, romantic 
GWM, 22-32, to show me 
Boston’s charms. 8384 
(exp 11/26) 
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GWM, 41, 6’, 205ibs, clean 
shaven, clean cut, muscular, 
likes cycling, lifting, outdoors. 
Seeking committed friend 
Southern N.H. 28843 (exp 
12/10) : 
GW\M, 54, 5'11", 170lbs, fem 
bottom, very romantic, and 
affectionate, seeks muscular 
top, for Framingham area fun 
©8776 (exp 12/10) 

HAVE AN EDGE! 
Funny, educated GWM, 25, 
6', blond/biue, amateur histo- 
rian, pop culture junkie, 
teacher, seeks a kind, sensi- 
tive, idealist who can appreci- 
ate a good Christopher 
Reeves joke. 27482 (exp 
11/12) 

South Shore guy? Do you 
exist? This chubby, cherubic 
SWM, 42, seeks strong, 
fatherly, no nonsense types, 
40+. Please call! 178778 (exp 
12/10) 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
BORDER 
Medical researcher currently 
in graduate school, 29, 5°11”, 
190Ibs, brown/brown, inter- 
ests include reading, garden- 
ing, dining, hanging out with 
my friends. Interested in 
meeting an honest, outgoing, 
real guy, for dating, possibly 
more. 7238 (exp 11/5) 
BLOND SEEKS DARK 
Eclectic, fun, together, 34, 6’, 
195ibs. Likes: Air-condition- 
ing, animals, wine, short trips, 
talking, laughing, wild times, 
late nights, working and 
aggressive, masculine dark 
guy. Dislikes: smoking, drugs, 
mornings, cologne, jealousy, 
closet. 279109 (exp 12/17) _ 
MEN ONLY 
Attractive, masculine, healthy 
GWM, 29, 5°11", 170lbs, 
brown/brown Seeking a 
strong, fun, top guy, for fun 
times, dating stuff. 17244 
(exp 11/20) 
Good-looking, successful, 
masculine GWM, 31, 5°11", 
165ibs, blond. Seeking simi- 
lar, in shape guy, for friend- 
ship +. T8083 (exp 11/19) 

GOOD TIMES... 
together? Romantic, down-to- 
earth, very independent 
GAM, 29, 5'4”, 125ibs, enjoys 
dancing, traveling, movies, 
dining out, walking along a 
beach. 277251 (exp 11/20) 

CUTE LATINO! 

Cute, single guy, 27, 5'8”, 
170lbs, black/brown, seeks 
guy, SWM, under 32, blond a 
plus, cute, and not over- 
weight. Let's see what hap- 
pens! 7190 (exp 11/5) _ 








PUNKY- 
WHITENOISETHING 
24 year-old queer horror-film 
buff, comes with very own 
Garbage-listenin’ boyfriend 
(both into mixed tapes, mad 
films, Phoenix Landing, live 
shows, spinning lights), seek 
others in 20s, into 
boys/girls/both, who dig simi- 
lar as well as own brands of 
fun, for friendship and Cider 
Jack. Get your @ss in orbit 
75519 (exp 11/23) 

DAMAGED GOODS 
Carry own baggage, you 
carry yours. Me: 47, 5'10”, 
160lbs, brown/brown, beard, 
sweet spiritual, silly. Romantic 
evenings, cherished gifts for 
survivors. 4p 98782 (exp 
12/10) a 

HEY BIG BRO! 

Me: Cool, cute, dateable guy, 
33, in search of you! You 
enjoy things from rock-n-roll 
to classical; night out to an 
afternoon at MFA. 8567 
(exp 12/3) 

REGULAR GUY 
GW\M, 37, 58”, 160lbs, cute, 
masculine, straight-looking, 
honest, fit, healthy, gym, 
movies, dinner, varied inter- 
ests. Seeking monogamous, 
relationship-oriented person, 
20-40, non-smoker. Let's talk! 
78551 (exp 12/3) 

FALL ROMANCE 
Honest, down-to-earth 
SGW\M, brown/blue, average 
build, with good sense of 
humor, into some sports, 
camping, hiking, working-out, 
beaches, day trips, walks, old 
cars. Seeking other SGWM, 
who is comfortable with him- 
self. 178153 (exp 11/26) 

BACKINBEANTOWN 
Hi! I'm a SM, 6’, 165lbs, 
browrvhazel, handsome, likes 
quiet evenings with a great 
meal for two. Looking for 
attractive person, 22-27, 
who's secure with them- 
selves. 178109 (exp 11/26) _ 

MERRIMAC VALLEY 
Good-looking BiWM, mid- 
40s, looks 30-something, 
6'2", 175ibs, dirty blond/biue, 
in shape, seeks a special 
friend, 20-28. Closeted! 
8573 (exp 12/3) _ ee 
Curious WM, 40s, ‘seeks a 
romantic, passionate, caring 
gay guy, to help me explore 
my sexuality. Anyone care to 
help me find myself? Serious 
replies only. Metro West area. 
8529 (exp 12/3) _ 





The gw, 


la 


What are you most likely 
doing during your commute? 





Eating breakfast 


Talking on your cell phone 
Reading the stock/arts/sports pages 


Catching up on sleep 


Singing along with the radio 
Applying makeup/shaving 
Flirting with other drivers 


Dodging the cops 


Drying your hair out the window 


To listen and respond to personals, 


call 976-3366 


Call costs $1.99 a minute. Must be 18+. 
Email us your answer to 


phoenixpersonals@phx.com 


If you currently have a personal, give us your box # too. 


Original tlustrations by Karen AQUA 
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WANTED:SOULMATE 
SWM, 35, 5'7', 165ibs, likes 
running, beach, — sports, 
Foxwoods; dislikes fakes, one 
night stands. Seeking same, 
20-30, same height/weight 
Go ahead... Give me a call 
18162 (exp 11/26) 

GWM, 60, slim 170lbs, with 
good sense of humor, enjoys 
movies, videos, cooking, 
music, travel. Seeking friend- 
ship with a senior guy 
79133 (exp 12/17) 
Easygoing WM, looking for 
closeted, mature, profession- 
al SM, 45-70, spiritual/holistic 
lifestyle a plus, for friendship, 
possible relationship. 778783 
(exp 12/10) 

Attractive BiWM, 38, non- 
promiscuous, looking for 
friendship, possibly relation- 
ship, with G/BiM, age unim- 
portant. 278731 (exp 12/3) 
Tall, slim, attractive, financial- 
ly secure GWM, early 40s, 
great qualities, seeks long- 
term relationship with attrac- 
tive, slim GWM, 18-32. 
78556 (exp 12/3) 

A JOCK WITH HEART 
Athletic, lean, muscular jock, 
who wants to hook up with a 
G/Bi/black/white athlete, for 
chat, enn workouts, 
GM, 57, 7 strange and 
eclectic, lover of music 
(WAAF/WFNxX), seeks some- 
one as strange, open-minded 
and different, 18-30, for 
friendship/relationship. 
9111 (exp 12/17) 























617-859-DATE 


CRISIS OF CATEGORY 

Boy-next-door type, meat- 
eating envirosocialist, WM, fit, 
5'11", 170lbs, brown/green, 
seeks assertive, handsome, 
well-built WM mate, with a 
sense of humor, for good 
times. Never be bored. Non 
smoker, non-drinker, N/drugs 
77809 (exp 11/19) 


GREAT GUY FOR YOU 
WM, str8-acting, conserva- 
tive, 34, 5'8", 175ibs, 
brown/green, muscular, pro- 
fessional lifestyle. Into sports 
(lifting and running). Seeking 
similar str8-acting, masculine 
WM, 29-36, no drugs, smok- 
ers. Not into the bar scene 
25378 (exp 11/30) 

HELLO! 
Very easygoing, nice guy, 38, 
190ibs, sandy/hazel, Cancer 
sign, seeks same. Call me, 
what have you got to lose? 
8143 (exp 11/26) 

PARTNER IN CRIME 

Handsome, intelligent GWM, 
33, 5'8”, 165lbs, 
brown/brown, non-smoker, 
musician, epicure, technolo- 
gist, dreamer, thinker, explor- 
er, fun date, good friend, 
Husband material. Seeking 
quality guy, for shared life 
experiences, no bull. 778388 
(exp 11/30) 


FRIENDS FIRST... 
GHM, 46, 5°10”, 175ibs, salt- 
n-pepper/green, mustache, 
enjoys friends, sports, dining, 
travel, spirituality, family, 
reading, cuddling, walks, 
CNN, History, Discovery, 
StarTrek. Seeking friends 
first, so call and let's talk 
7816 (exp 11/19) 


Large, hairy and bearded 
SWM,49 year old, enjoys 
cooking, music. Looking for 
stable, employed SM, 40-50, 
non-smoker preferred, for 
fun/friendship. 78152 (exp 
11/26) 


Handsome, humorous GWM, 
40, 5'11", 165ibs, smooth, 
lean, creative, professional. 
Seeking warm, intelligent, 
very hairy guy. Date to long- 
term relationship. 8117 
(exp 11/26) 


SOUTH RI SHORE 
Intelligent, spontaneous, sin- 
cere, naturalistic, fun-loving 
GWM, 42, 6'2”, 220ibs, long 
reddish blond/blue. Seeking 
man interested in exploring 
life's roads, experience 
friendship, love, let nature 
take its course in developing 
a relationship. 277844 (exp 
11/19) 


MIND & BODY 
Slightly above average WM, 
34, 6’, 165ibs, seeks Fall guy 
to hike, bike, ski, and read the 
Sunday Times with. Must 
ponder large ideas and small 
coincidences. No surrealists 
please. 277827 (exp 11/19) 


WORK HARD 
DATE RIGHT 
Sane, mature GWM, 36, 
5'10", 165ibs, some say 


resembles Andre Agassi. 
Seeking professional, rela- 
tionship-minded male, for 
good times. Into mountain 
biking, skiing, hiking, and 
camping. Boston North. 
727810 (exp 11/19) 





FIT, FUN, FABULOUS 
Professional, nice-looking, in- 
shape, affectionate, loyal 51 


year-old 5'8" 160lbs, 
brown/brown, (balding), trim 
beard, enjoys aerobic exer- 
cise, music, danc e, nature, 
outdoors, much more 
Seeking masculine, in shape 
guy, 35-55, for bestfriend, 
lover. T5360 (exp 12/7) 

PLL FIND THE CAVE 
Winter's coming! Need some- 
one to hibernate with. Me 
nice guy, 39, hairy. You 
younger, smoother guy. Let's 
make our bed together 
7837 (exp 11/19) 

RELATIONSHIP-OK 
Me: 5'9", masculine, attrac- 
tive, 34, husky/baby face, into 
books, animals, college. You 
honest, caring, open-minded, 
masculine and seeking rela- 
tionship (not extended trick) 
Us = fun, sharing, caring, 
exploring life. 277539 (exp 
11/20) 

LOST AT SEA 
GWM, 37, 58”, 165Ibs, living 
on Cape Ann. if you're a 
good-looking, masculine guy, 
under 40, with integrity and a 
good sense of humor, we 
may have something in com- 
mon. Give it a shot! 177516 
(exp 11/20) 


ALL-AMERICAN Bi 
SWBIiM, younger-looking 36, 
5'11", 165lbs, blond/blue, 
very attractive, in shape, 
masculine, clean, healthy, 
professional, really nice and 
totally normal. Seeking simi- 
lar decent guy for friendship 
first, possibly more. 777191 
(exp 11/20) 


COME OUT AND ENJOY 


Professional at a major 
Boston University, 45, 
brown/blue, regular build, 


sgeks Asian new to boston 
Let me show you the city as a 
friend and mentor. 7216 
(exp 11/20) 


Handsome, healthy, profes- 
sional BiWM, 40, seeks 
same, 35-50, non-smoking, 
non-drinking, N/drugs, for 
friendship, and discrete, safe 
relationship. Metro West. 
8155 (exp 11/26) 


WHERE ARE YOU? 
GWM, 39, smoker, wants to 
play, seeks young A/H friends 
in Fitchburg/Leominster area 
only, for casual weekday rela- 
tionship. Eager to please. 
Late nights, weekends possi- 
ble. 287333 (exp 11/30) 


FINE CATCH-GO FISH 
Intelligent, good-looking 
GWM, 52, 6'3”", 200Ibs, swim- 
mer's build, seeks intelligent, 
masculine, fit, non-smoking, 
professional GWM, 42-52, 
6'+, for the rest of the voyage. 
727483 (exp 11/20) 


NEED TOP GUY 
GWM, 33, S11", 
brown/green, bearded, smok- 
er, seeks trucker/biker, blue 
collar-type guy, for hanging 
out, possibly more. Be clean, 
straight-acting. Smokers, tats 
++. 197777 (exp 11/19) 


LOVE ‘EM LARGE! 
Intelligent GBM, 34, 5°10”, 
190ibs, self-described chub- 
by chaser, seeks large BM, 
over 30, 200ibs+, for dating 
and ??? Please be mascu- 
line. 277217 (exp 11/20) 
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GOOD MAN WANTED 
GWM, 339, 6'3", 240lbs, solid, 
intelligent, masculine, quality 
guy for friendship, possible 
relationship. Stable, sincere 
only, thanks! 4625 (exp 


12/3) 

Honest, intelligent, stable 
GWM, 44, looks 30s, 6’, 
180ibs, blond/blue, mous- 


tache, smoker, very mascu- 
line, straight-acting/appear 
ing, discrete. Loves outdoors, 
hiking, skiing, music, my dog, 
and lots more. Seeking simi- 
lar, masculine guy, 20s-40s, 
for friendship first, possible 
long-term relationship 
127334 (exp 11/30) 
1 DO, DO YOU 

GM, 510”, 175lbs, 
brown/brown, seeks GM, for 
passion, romance, commit- 
ment. Ready to share a meal, 
a film, a sunset, a lifetime 
127185 (exp 11/20) 

| WANT A LOVER 
Nice, professional GWM, 45, 
6’, 195lbs, brown/brown, 
seeks sincere, intent, intelli- 
gent Bi/GM, age/race unim- 
portant, emotional 
ability/identity is! 
Providence/R.1./S.E. Mass 
area. T7746 (exp 11/20) 
BiWM, late 50s, 5'9", 165lbs 
enjoys sports and the compa- 
ny of nice people, seeks a 
person to relax with, any size, 
age or race welcome. Call 
anytime! 277533 (exp 11/20) 
Despite the emotional roller 
coaster ride I've been on, 
still believe that caring, com- 
passionate men do exist. I'm 
a GWM, 34, seeking a man 
with these qualities. Be 
understanding. 6876 (exp 
11/13) 
Down-to-earth GWM, 34, 
61", 190ibs, blond/blue, 
enjoys music, ocean, long 
talks, walks. Seeking that 
special GWM, 30-42, some- 
one to share lifes ups and 
downs for a long time. Thank 
You! %®7327 (exp 11/30) 
Muscular, passionate, hard- 
bodied GWM, 5'1T*, 215 rock 
solid pounds, seeks attractive 
guy must be muscular and 
masculine. 178564 (exp 12/3) 
Accepting applications for 
friendship/romance, from 
GB/HMs, 25-35. Me: GWM, 
37 (look and act 27), good- 
looking, intellectual, quiet, 
sensual. 177378 (exp 11/30) 
A lot to offer! Handsome 
GBM, straight-acting, lots of 
fun. Seeking GBM, 25-35, for 
friendship and fun hanging 
out 187241 (exp 11/20) 


Bear seeks cub. WM, 41, 5'8”, 

325ibs, enjoys walking, read- 
ing, movies. Seeking WM, 18- 
35, 170-220lbs, for relation- 
ship. 277195 (exp 11/20) 


GWM, 50, 6’, 200ibs, seeks 
slim GWM, 18-26, for mean- 
ingful relationship based 
upon mutual honesty, trust, 
love. Northampton. 6310 
(exp 11/30) 


CURIOUS BUT... 
extremely shy, attractive, pro- 
fessional BiWM, 36, seeks 
G/BiM, for friendship, possi- 
bly more. Could you be the 
one to bring me out of my 
shell? Call me, let's find out! 
7237 (exp 11/5) 


HOT DAD... 
nice-looking, masculine, 50, 
in decent shape, top with a 
soft side. Seeking masculine, 
18-40, for possible serious 
dating. Race/looks unimpor- 
tant. 277829 (exp 11/19) 


HOTGAYLATINO 
Looking for a professional, 
honest, top guy, that enjoys 
affection and romance. Prefer 
guys from average to a little 


overweight, not fat. 17743 
(exp 11/12) 
SWM, 34, 6'1", 200lbs, 


brown/biue, masculine, very 
good-looking, and muscular. 
Seeking possible long-term 
monogamous relationship. Be 


similar height. 277473 (exp 
11/12) 

Attractive BiWM, 49, 
So.Shore, Boston, seeks 


same, regular guy, with good 
sense of humor, for Fall fun, 
honesty a plus. 177234 (exp 
11/5) 
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NEW TO THIS 
BiF, 23, looking for a femi- 
nine, adventurous, funny, 


artistic woman, 22-26. Must 
be outgoing, fun-loving, and 
enticingly sexy. For friendship 
and crazy nights out! 778821 


{ k). 
LIKE TO SMILE? 
GWF, 29, 5°, 120lbs, 
brown/blue, loves music, 


movies, and laughing... a 
lot... it's good for you. Looking 
for feminine woman for rela- 
tionship, all for friendship, to 
share good times. with. 
78825 (exp 12/10) 
'M YOUR BOOGIE 
(WO)MAN 

That's what | am! Shake, 
shake, shake - Shake, shake, 
shake. Shake your groove 
thang. Fun-loving, outgoing 
SBF, 28, smoker, seeks SF, 
for fun, friendship and every- 
thing in between. 28799 
(exp 12/10) 

Curvy, poly BIWF, 24, stu- 
dent, enjoys music, books, 
dancing. Seeking open-mind- 
ed SF, 21-30, conversation, 
humor, friendship and what- 
ever develops. 18787 (exp 
12/10) 


Veo social issues 
) What social 

+ are of greatest 
f 9 
f concern to yous 


ee 
If your shoes eould talk. + 
what would they say?” 


esr pen rer tal 
‘ “Whos your ‘ 
/ favorite Beatle 


9” 


sans 


“Intrigue Me. 


” 









y 













tf 
’ “What genre of movie 
do you usually rent?” \ 


’ 





fal 
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Good messages get good results. 


When responding to a personal, mention some specific things 
about you. And, answer andy questions from the person's 
voice greeting. It well give them a little picture of you. 


To respond to a personal, call 


976-3366 


Outside greater Boston, call 


I-900-370-2015 


SINFUL SERAPH 
Attractive, silly, sexy Bi- 
female, 30, 5'5", 130libs, 
red/brown, poet/professional 
student, into: Fitness, nature, 
erotica, vegetarianism, imagi- 
nation, travels into unlimited 
potential. You: 25-35, aware, 


active, non-pretentious, 
attractive. 9125 (exp 
12/17) 

FEMME LIBRA... 
attractive GWF, 23, 
blonde/biue, tall and thin, 
seeks attractive, femme, 


Bi/Lesbian, 21-28, must be 
open-minded, adventurous, 
drug/disease-free, for friend- 
ship/relationship. Serious 
replies only. 8815 (exp 
12/10) 


EMILY SEEKS AMY 
Me: student, 21, 56", 200ibs, 
cute, intelligent, on the shy 
side. Into: Ani, IGs, Phranc, 
good movies, playing guitar. 
You: smart, confident, inter- 
esting. Bring me out of my 
shell. 278541 (exp 12/3) 

PLAY WITH ME 
SBIWF, turning 21, celebrate 
with me! Sexy, super-cute, 
very femme, 5'4”, 110Ibs, col- 
lege student, seeks beautiful, 
slender, drum and bass girl 
for nights out. | want to play! 
T8552 (exp 12/3) _ 





Call costs $1.99 a minute. Must be 18+ 


COFFEE? 
Grad-student in search of 
friendship with cool. wild, 
educated woman who knows 
how to speak her mind, and 
have fun too. I'm seeking 
mental stimulation over cof- 
fee. 179156 (exp 12/17) 

BOSTON GIRLZ 
Come gather ‘round. Cute 
dyke, 22, into tattoos, Ani, 
clubs, sports/exercise, chill- 
ing out, good Brunch, intelli- 
gent people, artsy girls with 
cute smiles, 19-29, for friend- 
ship, possibly more. Make me 
laugh! #79140 (exp 12/17) 


JOCK/SMART 
Me: SF, 24, soon to be 25, 
athletic, loves just about all 
sports, likes contemporary 
art, reading, and working with 
computers. 8830 (exp 
12/10) 


PAINT MY TOWN RED 
BiF, 26, with optimism and 
spunk, seeks silly, sassy 
woman, for frolicking fun and 
smooching. Interest in choco- 
late, scrabble, and shoes a 
plus. 278535 (exp 12/3) 











{oe pT 
\ “Which actor, 
+ was your favorite 

/ James Bond?” 


~ “What 3 items are ; 
wavs in your fridge’ 
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SHORT COLLEGE 
STUDENT 
GWF, 21, student, enjoys 
movies, travel, flower arrang- 
ing, nature, spontaneity, 
laughing, eating out, conver- 
sation, being random 
Seeking down-to-earth, fun, 
non-judgemental, romantic, 
honest GF, 18-30, non-smok- 
er, height/weight unimportant 
for a real relationship. 178389 
(exp 11/30) : 
DOWN-TO-EARTH FEM 
GWF, 30, college student, 
+size, seeks butch, stocky 
woman, who enjoys football, 
and are able to handle a spir- 
ited, fiery gal. All replies 
answered. Friendships wel- 
come. 79142 (exp 12/17) _ 
ELLEN SEEKS ANNE 
Attractive, humorous GWF, 
30, loves nature, music, out- 
doors, coffee houses, book- 
stores. Likes simpsons, 
Indigo Girls, good conversa- 
tion, silliness, fun, romance. 
Looking for friendship that 
could lead to relationship. 
78390 (exp 11/30) 
BiWF, 27, 5'7", 125Ibs, very 
attractive, smoker, likes both 
men and women. Seeking 
fun, fit, fem, for friendship and 
more. South Shore. 279258 
(exp 12/17) : 

DIM SUM ANYONE? 
Attractive, professional, Asian 
female, 30, seeks Asian or 
white gal pals, for dancing, 
dining, and shopping. 178127 
(exp 11/26) en A 

DRAGONFLY 
Earthy sassafras with wicked 
sense of humor, poet soul, 
seeks fierce revolutionaries, 
for prowling, adventures both 
urban and rural... Me: 24, 
non-smoker, smartypants, 
loves the arts, being a grrri... 
you? 8145 (exp 11/26) 
Cute, curious BiWF, 23, 
red/blue, seeks creative Bi, 
for voluptuous debauchery... 
188727 (exp 12/3) 

LITTLE RASCAL 
Import from San Francisco. 
Joyful, silly, well-read, 22 year 
old chicklette. Spirited com- 
trades without pretensions 
sought. Digs life like an ole’ 
soul record. Likes plays, 
women writers, Marley, 
activism, mischief. 778146 


(exp 11/26) 





49 SYLLABLES 
You: no dyke drama, no regu- 
lar regurgitation of exes, 
smart. Me: 27, feisty, looking 
for fascinating and true. Us: 
books, conversation, kisses, 
October Sundays. 8107 
(exp 11/26) oa 
LOVE TO DANCE? 
| do! Pretty Bi-curious female, 
26, seeks BiF, for friendship, 
good times, and maybe first 
time fun with. The right 
woman should be Bi, open- 
minded, clean, Drug/disease- 
free. 17833 (exp 11/19) 
“HEY YOU” 
Cute, outgoing, affectionate, 
fun, silly, serious, honest, 
GWF, 25, seeks same, fun, 
friendship, hopefully more. 
Sense of humor, honesty 
must. non-smoker. T7822 
(exp 11/19) ae 
TIRED OF MEN? 
| need a woman! SBIWF, 26, 
very attractive, adventurous, 
sarcastic sense of humor, 
needs sexy, outgoing woman, 
to turn this pessimist into an 
optimist again; through fun 
times, long nights. 28842 
(exp 12/10) 
“SEND ME AN ANGEL” 
Looking for friend or more, 
who's funny, honest, sincere, 
thoughtful, to cheer me up. 
Be my friend/companion. To 
stay not stray. Must like pets. 
Give me a blessing, “send me 
an angel”. 6110 (exp 
11/23) : 7 ee 
LET’S DO COFFEE 
F, 29, non-smoker, educat- 
ed yet down to earth. Enjoy 
working out, jogging, movies. 
Already involved; looking for 
friendship with other gays 
T6809 (exp 11/16) 
Hi! ARE YOU READY 
to meet me? SWF, 30, 
red/brown, fit, independent, 
fun, outgoing, artsy, educat- 
ed, professional seeking 
same. | miss being in love / 
sharing my life with someone, 
ready for a relationship. Let's 
have some fun and see what 
happens. 6818 (exp 11/16) 
LOVE IS... 
passionate kisses, tender 
touches, happy smiles, and a 
flutter in your heart. Seems | 
am missing these things late- 
ly, would like to find them 
again. I'm sane, secure, 
sober, smoker, 36, attractive 
and fit. Let’e explore possibil- 
ities! 178824 (exp 12/10) _ 
LOOKING FOR... 
sincere, passionate, intelli- 
gent, honest woman, 20-50, 
with good sense of humor. 
Me: SBF, 20, down-to-earth, 
caring, passionate, loving, 
romantic, and can be wild 
when the time demands it. 
8165 (exp 11/26) 
SBiBF, 25, 5'1", seeks out- 
spoken, very attractive 
female, to hang out with and 
go clubbing, for friendship, 
maybe more. 7752 (exp 
11/30) Met. 
PROF FEM GWE... 
Where are you? Been 
searching for the right girl to 
have a blast with, recite poet- 
ry, dance, dine, etc. Be petite, 
28-34, and know how to have 
to good time. 179112 (exp 
12/17) ie nana 4 
S.A.S.-SAVE A SISTER 
Help! Somehow I've been 
trapped at Heterosexual 
University! Rescue me! GWF, 
5'10", solid build, athlete, 
loves reading, writing, mean- 
ingful conversation, being 
goofy when appropriate. 
78836 (exp 12/10) 


GF, 22, seeking GWF to chill, 
be crazy, and just have fun. 
7502 (exp 11/20) 


Shy, classy, pretty, active 
BiBF, 29, non-smoker, likes to 
have fun. Seeking the same, 
28-32, for friendship. 177465 
(exp 11/20) 





GWF, 25, 5'5”, brown/brown, 
interests include music, 
meeting people, having fun. 
Looking for smoke-free, drug- 
free woman, with long 
healthy hair and beautiful 
eyes. No games or couples. 
27332 (exp 11/30) 


SERIOUS WOMEN _ 
ONLY 


Attractive BiWF, 20, 5'4”, 
125ibs, brown/brown, college 
student, seeks other B/GWF, 
19-27, attractive, not too fem- 
inine. Prefer Boston area. 
127745 (exp 11/12) 


aeereeeerreeres 


GWF, 24, sober, intelligent, 
soft butch, tired of club 
scene. Enjoys music (Ani, 
Tribe 8), movies, and out- 
doors. North of Boston. 
127196 (exp 11/5) 
BI-CURIOUS 

Attractive, feminine, intelli- 
gent, young professional 
female, seeks similar, clean 
and safe, for fun, friendship, 
first time Bi relationship. 
8829 (exp 12/10) 

MOON GODDESS 
Warm, compassionate, 
adventurous lesbian doctor, 
30, seeks woman, 25-35, for 
hiking in the White 
Mountains, walks on Crane 
Beach, and possible relation- 
ship. 17247 (exp 11/5) __ 

ROMANTIC 

Here | am! Me: compassion- 
ate nature, honest, mature, 
wants same, for slow danc- 
ing, love letters, movies, etc 
Should also know what you 
want out of life. 179160 (exp 
12/17) =— 

CARPE NOCTUM 
Passionate, sassy, intelligent 
SGF, 20, pierced, strawberry 
blonde, seeks open-minded, 
eclectic female, for fun and 
more. 179154 (exp 12/17) © 
SEEKING HARD BUTCH 
Me: Young-looking 52, 5’, 
128lbs, good shape, Boston, 
likes playing in the snow, rak- 
ing leaves, Christmas. 
Seeking butch, 47-53, to 
enjoy life, have fun, get crazy, 
when necessary-be serious. 
Let's talk! 278577 (exp 12/3) 

GROWN-UP WANTED! 
GWF, 35, seeks grown-up, 
professional woman, with a 
sense of humor. If you are 
over the club scene and 
ready to mix substance with 
passion, then we need to 
talk! 278539 (exp 12/3) 
SBGF, 41, 5'3", seeks GWF, 
41-50, who likes R&B, soft 
music, cats, taking walks, and 
quiet times at home. 178723 
(exp 12/3) Ree 

MY EQUAL 
SWBiF, 36, tall, slim, femi- 
nine, curious, seeks same in 
a woman, who loves life and 
all it has to offer. 778157 (exp 
oS a ie 

CITY WOMAN, 52 
Enjoys walking in green 
spaces; Ethnic cooking/eat- 
ing; Reading non-fiction 
books, mysteries; foreign 
movies, Gay/Lesbian films at 
Kendall. Seeking friend, fling, 
romance, long-term relation- 
ship or whatever develops. 
8139 (exp 11/26) 

FRIENDS/LOVER 

Soft butch, lesbian, 47, seeks 
plus size femmes, for friend- 
ship, possible relationship. 
Love dinners, dancing, 
movies, theater, walks, talks. 
8081 (exp 11/19) 
BiF, 30ish, seeks funny, 
open-minded, honest, same, 
for good times/friendship. 
8166 (exp 11/26) 





Attractive, sincere GWF, 41, 
seeks lady, for conversations, 
respect, affection, TLC, last- 
ing friendship, relationship as 
goal. No drugs/smokers/play- 
ers. 778133 (exp 11/26) 


FUN IN THE FALL? 
Secure, independent GWF, 
34, with a passion for life. 
Seeking personality and 
brains on the outside, beauty 
on the inside, 30-40. T8067 
(exp 11/19) 


TOM BOYS... 
encouraged to apply. SJGF, 
38, femme, warm, sincere, 
trustworthy, self-aware, pro- 
fessional, seeks out friend- 
ship, possibly leading to co- 
parentage. 7841 (exp 
11/19) 





WILD INTELLECTUAL 
Hot in the sack, and tireless 
in the pursuit of knowledge, 
this SJF, seeks compassion- 
ate and compatible mate. 
Artists and writers especially 
encouraged to apply. Uneasy 
belief in God a plus. 177781 
(exp 11/19) 

MAY CONTAIN NUTS 
Silly, fun, cute SWF, seeks 
whimsical woman, for good 
times and laughs. No pres- 
sure for romance. You be les- 
bian (Bi ok) female 23-30, 
with an open heart and mind. 
127472 (exp 11/16) 








BOOM BEE ATA 
Fun, fit, professional SWF, 
39, with dog, likes mountains, 
rolling hills, flowers, daffodils, 
the fireside when all the lights 
are low, boom bee ata. 
Seeking same for friendship, 
possible long-term relation- 
ship. 27503 (exp 11/20) __ 
HOPELESS ROMANTIC 
Educated GWF, young 50s, 
fun loving, caring, sincere, 
affectionate. Enjoys movies, 
dining out, beaches, travel, 
etc. Seeking GWF, 42-55, 
with similar qualities/inter- 
ests, for serious relationship. 
No drugs, no bi’s. Non-smok- 
er preferred; moms okay. 
76806 (exp 11/16) 

COUNT ON ME 
WF, retired executive, late 
50s, 57", excellent physical 
shape. Searching for inde- 
pendent, secure woman, any 
race, age unimportant, non- 
smoker, minimal alcohol use, 
drug/disease-free, for friend- 
ship, fun, more. 477231 (exp 
11/30) 
GWF, 27, teddy bear type 
dyke, who's apparently tech- 
nically inept having deleted 
messages left before 10/17 
on box# 7818. Want to talk 
about my dorkiness over cof- 
fee? | would! 27818 (exp 
11/19) 

ARE YOU REAL? 
SF, 33, 5'5", brown/brown, 
cute, athletic, professional, 
seeks warm, compassionate 
GWF, 30+, enjoys outdoors, 
blading, music, conversation, 
cuddling. Must have sense of 
humor, self and honesty. 
77480 (exp 11/20) 

SUMMER LOVE... 
There is still time... I'm 42, 
professional, don't smoke or 
do drugs, wild sense of 
humor, honest, very caring, 
loving, affectionate, love 
movies, beach, NYC, travel. 
You: same, 35-53. 5588 
(exp 11/20) 
Very kind female, enjoys 
cooking and the finer things 
in life. Seeking petite, femi- 
nine lady, 50-60, for friend- 
ship, movies, plays. 277205 
| ar a. 
FEM and STABLE. GWF, 33, 
charming, attractive, happy in 
life, likes it all. Let’s get 
together and see what hap- 
pens. Dinner, shows, conver- 
sation? 777194 (exp 11/20) 
Trim sybarite with ambition, 
53, seeks svelte, witty coun- 
terpart for success, river 
trips, Mahler and home-cook- 
ing. Non-smoker. Cat-lover. 
And you? 26475 (exp 11/30) 
Bright, intelligent, attractive, 
professional GWF, 45, enjoys 
loving, music, laughing, and 
‘living’ with ‘best’ friend. 
Looking for ‘best’ friend. 
5094 (exp 11/30) 











GWF, 37, attractive, athletic, 
with sense of humor, likes 
movies, travel, conversation. 
Seeking professional GWF, 
fern/soft butch, stable, non- 
drinker, for dating, playing, 
fun and laughter. Be my sun- 
shine. 28141 (exp 11/26) 


BIWF, 32, seeks GWF for first 
experience and possible rela- 
tionship. M6799 (exp 11/16) 





Eye 
Contact 


BLOWING KISSES 
From Central to Harvard you 
blew kisses to me; | blushed, 
and smiled, and then hid in 
my tea. That was 10/17, and 
I'm still smiling. 178785 (exp 
12/10) 

DREDS-TALL&DARK 
Blonde in brown patchwork 
dress - danced next to each 
other - 9/30... Jimmy Cliff at 
Avaion. Liked your dancing 
and you seemed sweet. 
18728 (exp 12/3) 


JEFFREY, WHERE ARE 
YOU? 

Met you at the Townhouse in 

Norwalk Ct., Saturday, 

Oct.10. You danced with my 

friend Linda. My name's Paul, 


and I'd like to talk with you! 
Call me! #78526 (exp 12/3) 


DOUG, FROM JEFF 
You: 5'10”, 190ibs, muscular, 
answered my Personal ‘Cute 
and Hunky”, but left no num- 
ber. Me: WM, 39, 5'11”, 
175ibs, muscular. Call again! 
8528 (exp 12/3) 
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Condominiums 
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Houses for Rent 
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Parking Spaces 
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Rooms for Rent 
Seasonal Rentals 
Sublets 

Summer Shares 
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Help Wanted: 
See us in the main 
News section 


Classified lines 617-859-3300 
Display advertising 617-859-3227 


GUARANTEED — 


JAMAICA PLAIN 2 M sk 1 M/F to 
shr big ol’ 3 bdr w/SKYLIGHTS 
15 min to T. 12/1 or earlier. $400+ 
Call today! 

(617)522-2305 


SOMERVILLE WEST WEST NEWTON 1F, N/S, wntd CAMBRIDGEPORT-Avi Nov 1, 1 

Sny, ige, renov apt, w/bdrm+ xtra for Ig 3 bdr apt, shr w/1M & 1F non smk hsemte for sunny 2BR 

prkg W/D for resp 22+ N/S. /ike yrd, prch, off-st pkg, no T access apt. prof. 30+ pref. $650+util call 

Id kids, $500/mo 617-625-9631 $370+, avi 11/15 lan 617-868-8497 
617)332-0074 


COOLIDGE CORNER 
BROOKLINE- 1BR in Irg, spac 
clean apt for M/F, 30+, no-smk 
no pets. Near T/bus. Avail 


(617)787 3464 11/1/98 


shr 1st fir of hse (2 bdr apt), on 


57/501 rtes. Have cat, no more 
pets, DOW, w/d, pkg. $600+utils 
To place your own Roommates 
ad call (617)859-3300 


ACTON Worcester GM couple 
seeks M or F housemates. Call 
Eric 508-263-9427 Fax 635- 
1963 Mention ad 

ALLSTON Nice rm in 3 person 
apt. Nr bus line & green line 
$350/mo +. Avi now. 617-782- 
3568 or 617-787-4383. Nice 
quiet loc 





ALLSTON- Room on ist fl, nr 
transportation & resturants. Pre- 
fer Male. Quiet, references. $300 
negotiable. 617-787-3807 





ARLINGTON group hse, semi- 
coop, shr a coe 
Skg M/F, 25+, prof/grad, N/S, 
lyr+ commit, $265-345/mo. 
(781 )643- 6951 


ARLINGTON- 2M/2F sk ‘MIE. 30+, 
for Ig quiet hs nxt to bike pth, 
pond, shps. grt loc, grt people, on 
bus In. Avail. 12/1 call 
(781)643-0744 

(781)646-9953 


ARTISTS LOFT SPACE-4 rent 
Iv/wk or studio fibth.kt rm + 
1000sqft cmn space prfr: 26+, 
couple #617-268-9055 


Beacon Hill 
M/F to share 2br, $750+utils, 
617-742-4045 


BELMONT. 1rmmte nded for sub- 
let. harv bus line, $467, 11/15- 
5/1/99, garage, w/d, call 617- 
484-7216 


BELMONT-Rm needed for sweet 
4br apt. the room is huge.Some- 
body told me Jerry Garcia once 
lived in the room during Boston 
Gahden Shows. please email 
Bones at: 
wentworo379 @ Dugq.cc.duq.edu 


BELMONT/WATERTOWN- 
GWM to shr 5rm furn apt. nr 
bus/comm rail. nice suburban 
area and yard. $525 inci utils/mo 
call 617-489-6834 








BEVERLY Dwntn 25yo F sks re- 
spons rmmt for beaut sunny 
2BR+ apt. $460+ Avi. 12/1 
617-699-8573 


BEVERLY- Rmmt(s) wntd, pref F, 
for irg mod house. N/S, no pets 
$600+ Call 978-921-1195 after 
7PM. 


BACK BAY 
BACK BAY, F sks M/F to shr ele- 
gant 1500sf renov 2br condo on 
2 fis, Indry, rideck, ac, d/d, pkg 
avi, nr T $995, 617-267-4748 


BOSTON - Gainsborough St. 1 
irg bdr in 2 bdr apt w/1F, $750 + 
utils, avi ASAP Call 
(617)536-9766 


BOSTON - Gainsborough St. 1 
Irg bdr in 2 bdr apt w/1F, $750 + 
utils, avi ASAP Call 
(617)536-9766 


BOSTON 
Brigham Circle 
oe building, 2 rms, Seeking 
‘s 25+, $333 and $600, 
1st/security, smk ok, 2 cats in one 
apt, decks, yard, huge rooms, 
close to T. Avi ASAP or 11/1 


617-739-3613 


BOSTON 
MARINA LOFT 
Creative female wanted, 2500 sq 
ft, 22 windows, brdg/harbor 
views. You are way cool, unique 
$575+. John 

617-569-4746 


BOSTON-Need 1 to 2 rmmates 
for 3 br apt.20's prof. Hwd fi, 
spac, 1 1/2 ba, liv rm, irg bed- 
rooms, windows, Irg closet, $650 
$600 call 617-247-9297 


BOSTONMWNorth End- F sks prof 
MF to share 2BR nr T. N/S, no 
pets. Avail 12/1. $500 inci ht/hw. 
Call 617-227-8618 


BOSTON/ROX Highland park, 
Gay building for GM to 
shr 2 bdr apt. $400/mo + or 
100/wk + with $200 security. Call 
(617)442-7150 


BRADFORD Sk GM/LF to shr 
mod twnhse cis to Brdfrd Col- 
, fully appl, priv bath & entr, 
util. . Avi immed. Pgr iv 
pod 508-574-3989 











BRIGHTON skg MF, N/S, re- 
spon, for 1 bdr in 3 bdr apt, good 
locat, nr bus, 20min to Kenmore, 
$466 incis ht/hw. 
Avail. ASAP 
(401)782- 2749 
BRIGHTON- 2Ms/1F sk non- em 
F, for nice apt w/irg kit, L/DR, frnt 
deck, drvwy, cls to bus & shops 
No pets. Avail 12/1. $362.50+ 
utils. 617-783- 4191 


BRIGHTON- 2 Yng prof GMs sk 
resp rmte for hse on quiet St 
Pkng, Indry, nr T. $480+ util. Stdnt 
Ok. Avail now. 617- 254- 1151 
BRIGHTON- Oak Sq. prof F, skg 
F, N/S, prof/grad, to shr sunny, 
spac 2bdr apt, prchs, pkg, hdwd 
firs, strge, w/d in apt. Avi 1/1/99 
$450+. No pets. Call 
(617)789-5481 

BROOKLINE Shr Irg 2.5BR apt in 
Vict hse. Furn, all utils & pkg, nr 
T. Skng prof, 35+. 11/1 or 12/1 
$650 

617-232-3570 





617-730-9812 


COOLIDGE CORNER | 
BROOKLINE- 1BR in Irg, spac, 
clean apt for M/F, 30+, no-smk, 
no pets. Near T/bus. Avail 1/1/99 


$600+ 

617- 730-981 2 
DORCHESTER- 2 GF's ok resp- 
ns rmmte, N/S, M/F, for Irg 3 bdr 
apt, w/cat. 10 min to JFK Tf. Safe 
area, great for stdnts/young prof 
Cable. $395 incl utils. Lucia 617- 
436- 4730 


DRACUT rm to rent in private 
home, full house privledges, F 
prof pref., N/S, pets on premisis 
No more pets pise. $325+ utils 
(978)957 -4456 

EAST BOSTON Sk Mi rmmte to 
shrrm. 2BR apt w/bath LR kit. Be 
cin resp & neat. Ref's req'd. avi 
now 617-561 ~4522 


EAST BOSTON Sk Mr non- emnk 
respons. for 1rm, pvt bath Near T 
5mins to Govt Ctr. $300+ 1/3 util 
Call Jose 617-561 “6924 








BROOKLINE Cldg. Cnr./Long- 
wood ave. Very nice lg. apt. fo 
shr. Mod. kit/bath, laund. in bidg 
$675 incl. all util 

617-277-9661 


BROOKLINE 


Cldge Crnr.Looking for 1 M rm- 
mate to shr apt. artistic, & clean 
.Hdwd firs. ideal loc. $475/mo 
Avail. 1/1/99, call K 
617-731-9210 


BROOKLINE 1M/1F seek 3rd in 
Brook Vige. Lg bdr, free w/d & 
heat. Near T & bus. 12/1 or 1/1, 
$450/mo. Call Amy or Eric 
(617)713-3730 


BROOKLINE-rm to rent in hge 
3br, F grad/prof pref. nr T/ous, 
N/S, $525incl heat&ht water, 
avail 11/1 617-739-5037 


BROOKLINE-Skg 28+ fr quiet, 
clean, Irg, 3br nr T an hospital 
call chris 617-566-3029 


BROOKLINE-avail Dec 1, nt Clev 
Circle, sk F rmmates for quiet 2 
bdrm, on t, w/d in building call 
617-730-5591 Iv messge 


CAMB/SOMER Inman Sq rm avi 
in spac apt, skg F, 21+, N/S, 15 
min walk to Cent/Harv Sas, $450 
incts util. Avi 11/1-11/15 
(617)776-1472 


CAMBRIDGE rms avi, skg F for 
semi-furn, prv ent.$600, all rms 
inc. utils, w/d, Irg kit. rm w/cable, 
conv. to red/green T. Other rms 
$450. (617) 666-3646 


CAMBRIDGE-1 br in 2br house 
liv, din, grt loc, 2 blocks from river, 
clse to T, $525 +util call 617-864- 
5583 


CAMBRIDGE- Kendall Sq. 2 cre- 
ative/artistic individuals sk M/F, 
20-30, for 3BR apt. Hdwd firs, rec 
remodeled. $330+ utils. 617- 
497-6601 


CAMBRIDGE- 3BR, 2bth, very 
clean apt, near T, shops, col- 
leges. LR/DR, mod kit, w/w, 
porch, pkg, w/d, d/d. ASAP. 
$600+ security. 617-868-5653 


CAMBRIDGE- 2 Prof Fs, 20's, sk 
same to for Irg 3BR, 10min to 
Hrvd Sq. N/S. Avail 12/1. $485+ 
utils. 617-868-0459 


CAMBRIDGE/Cent Sq- Skg RM 
for 3BR apt. Prof F, non-smkr, 
very quiet household. Avail 11/1, 
$365 incl ht/hw. Call 617-547- 
0713 


CAMBRIDGE/Porter Sq- Sk prof 
M, 25+, for 3BR/2Bth, Indry, off st 
pkg, walk to T. Avail Jan 1. $500 
incl ht. Call Patrick 617-547-0133 






































CHELSEA-waterfront, skg 1-2 
rmmts for 2 bdrms in ig apt, 2nd 
fir, exp brck, hwd firs, skyigt, sm. 
deck, part furn, no pets, N/S, 
$300+(sm rm)/$400+(ig rm) 
781-684-5327 

802-463-9719 weekends 


CHESTNUT HILL-2 PROF F skg 
1 prof. F to shr 3 br 2ba house, 
huge liv, kit, backyrd, dswr, w/d, 
prk, nr 128/9 N/P $500+util. call 
617-965-9923 Iv messge for 
alyssa 


CONCORD Shr sunny condo 
w/F, cat, fp, deck, yrd, pool, walk 
to train. Home office&gym. $650 
total. 978-369-3574 








EVERETT-F sks rmmate for 2BR 
apt, nr T, cls to Maiden, $350 per 
month, call 617-389-3907 


FOR MORE 
ROOMMATE 
LISTINGS, CHECK 
OUT OUR LATE 
CLASSIFIEDS IN 
THE BACK OF 
THE NEWS 
SECTION! 


GREAT 
BROOKLINE 
NEIGHBORHOOD 


BROOKLINE Vil. F sks quiet, 
ensdrt F, 27+, for snny, pceful 
2BDR. Nr T, stores, & park. Grt 
nghbrhd, w/d, dw, frpic, hdwd firs, 
prch $485+, no 
pets/smkng/drgs. Avi now. 617- 
232-3842 


GUARANTEED? 
Well, yes. All of our ROOM- 
MATE ads come with the 
Phoenix Guarantee. That is, 
we'll keep running your ad until 
you find your perfect roommate. 
Guaranteed. A 4-line ad is only 
$69. Place your ad today and, if 
you say so, we gladly renew it 
for FREE E BeOS 4 — 


Cc assif con 
617-859-3300 


GWM to Share 
TEWKSBURY/WILMINGTON- 
20 min to boston, 2 story, pet ok, 
fenced yard, hot tub, 3 bdrm, full 
basement, fireplace, just built, 
650+util 978-455-2360 


HARVARD-shr 3br apt with 2 
other male rmmates Nov 1, 
$433+util, call Adrian at 781-279- 
2946 


HYDE PARK on T, cls to Forest 
Hills, furn bdr in 2bdr, sunny, cin, 
quiet, must be N/S, non-partier. 
$420+ utils 

(617)364-7618 


INMAN SO. 2 prof M and 1 cat 
skng rmmt irm avi. LR, ElK, OR, 
w/d, 2BA, 5min walk to T 
$400+utils. Avi. 11/1 617-492- 
9562 


JAMAICA PLAIN-ig room in nice 
3br apt.(hwd, I} kit, porches,nr T, 
#39, Pond)29F looking fr prof 
rommate(25+) $450 S y2u(ist 
+sce.)call 983-9342 


JAMAICA PLN Skng 1 M/F, 35+ 
clean, no smkng indoors, nr 
T/buses, on st pkg 
$450/mo.+utils. Avi. now 
617-782-5297 


JAMAICA PLAIN- Doyle area 
Seeking M/F to shr 3BR apt, for 
1st fir, N/S, no pets, w/d, $500+ 
plus utils, avi asap 
(617)524-4520 


JAMAICA PLAIN-nr pnd & arb 
34 GM sks M/F huge 2bd/tba 


rch, stdy, yr. bsmt, Gar- 
age. » Bovine util Paul (617)971- 
0701 


JAMAICA PLAIN ig rm in big hse 

w/good people, avi for indep M/F, 

considerate, not allergic to 
s/cats, nr. T, nr parks, $500 

incis util. 

(617)524-3355 


























BRIGHTON F, 30s, skg F, to shr 
spac 2 bdr in hse, hdwd firs, pkg, 
yrd, prch, strge, 5 min to bus 
non-drinker, smokin ok, 
$575+utils. 617-746-911 


CONCORD skg respon, hith con- 
scious, incred F to shr beaut apt, 
wid, Pkg, woodsy, 4 acres. $550 
incis uti 

(978)371-4965 


Jamaica Pin. 27yo GF seeking 
pet-friendly rmmte for 2 bdr apt, 
$475+. Available 12/1 (flexible) 
Contact Jenn at 

(617)524-3321 


JAMAICA PLAIN 
GREAT LOCATION 
Across from T; one block from Ar 
boretum. 1BR avail in 5BR apt 
2firs, w/d, cable. $320+ utils. No 
pets, smokin 


617 $34-7640 


LEXINGTON 2GM, 1 dog, skg 
1M, for rm w/priv bath in 3bdr 
condo, student/sht-term ok 
$450+. AJ 

(781)861« -6774 before ‘1pm 


MALDEN W. Walk to T. 2prof M 
sk M/F for irg sunny 4BR/2.5BA 
Vict. W/d, dw. $450 inci utils 
781- }-321 -9084 Ask for Mel 
MALDEN- Two prof GMF" 's, 35+ 
for very nice apt in Malden. No 
smoking, no pets. Nr Orange line 
$485+ 781- ~324- 2141 
MEDFORD WEST MF 30+ wkg 
non-smkr. Sunny rm in ig clean 
hse, great yd, pkg, bus, sep fd, no 
pets $325+ 

781 -483-7309 





MISSION HILL Looking for M or 
F to share 2 bdr apt on E-line 
$475 rent + elec. Call Jessica 
(617)566-6315 or 
(617)362-8594 


Sidon :. 


That's what we hear every day 
from people who placed a Guar- 
anteed Ad in the Phoenix Room- 
mates Section. THE GUARAN- 
TEE: We keep running your ad 
until you find a roommate. And a 
4-line ad is only $69. So, what are 
you waiting for? Place your ad 
today and if you say so, we gladly 
renew it for FREE every four 
weeks! 
The Phoenix Classifieds 


859-3300 


NATICK-6 Ig rooms, hwd fi, EIK, 
10 ft ceil, sunny, stor, off st prk, 
yard. Nr train & pike, prof GWM, 
no smokers, 440 + 1/2 util. avail 
ASAP call 508-647-4997 


NEWTON (WEST) 

WANTED: NS crative prof/arts 
M/F for charming visual 
Renov*F/MSE Nr Pk, T, 128, 
stores. exc for road pers. woody 
priv 1 acre Loft Ceil Pk Lg Stor- 
age extra RMS= study etc 765+ 
Dutch 617-851-9128 


NEWTON 
Newton Center. Skg quiet, oe 
MF, 22-35, for sunny rm in irg 
flat. Shr bth, Kitchen privilages 
Nr T/Bus. $675 inc! util. 617-728- 
1417 





mate ad 
ancel it! 








NICE BROOKLINE 
APT. 


BROOKLINE-2f skg M/F for 
spac. 3BR apt. prk inci. W/D, all 
util. incl. Modern kitch. and Bath, 
$750 call 617-739-4214 








NORWOOD-single M needs rm- 
mate to shr Irg townhouse, M/F, 
cpls with kids,N/S, 30+, N/P, call 
781-551-8220 


QUINGY-2 bedroom apt $440 
heat incl. over looking ocean, one 
roomate sought 617- -773- 2082 
REVERE BEACH 3M sk 4th for 
3rd fir rm in furn hse. 3bik to 
Beach/stores/T. $350+dep & ref 
Call 781-289-5788 


REVERE BEACH BLVD- Mature, 
quiet, N/S M pref, to shr beaut 
waterfront apt in 3 fam hse. Lrg 
frnt/rear decks, on/off St pkg, cis 
to T. $400 incl ht/elec. 781-485- 
0507 











ROSLINDALE- Victorian home 
4 sk 1 more to shy, big yrd, nat 
wdwork, frepice, $375 inclusive 
must B gay-friendly. Avi now. 
617-327-9958 


SAUGUS 
CONDO 


Prof F, 24, sks M/F to shr 2BR 
condo, cute place, EIK w/orkfst 
bar, prch, laundry in bidng, on st 
pkg, near bus to 
Haymarket/Maiden Stations 
$475 incl ht. 781-233-6919 


SOMERVILLE/Porter Sq- Skng 
resp M/F to shr 3BR apt. LA, 
kitch, bth, private porch, no pets. 
$370/mo+ utils. Avail now. 617- 
666-0298 


SOMERVILLE 
Prof F skg M/F 25-30 N/S to shr 
spac 2 BR hwd firs nr bus & 93 
Porter/Davis area 450+ avi 
11/1 (flex)617-623-8663 

















SOMERVILLE 1 prof M and 2 fer 
rets sk 1 veg N/S M/F in 3BR 
sunny top fir hdwd w/d. Frndly 
hse, 2min to Prtr T. $600+utils 


Avi. 11/1 617-776-0270 


SOMERVILLE/Davis Sq- 1BR in 
small house. Sk clean, mature. 
fun M/F, no-smk/pets/drugs. One 
pkg spc. $395 incl all (exc 
phone). 1stV/last. 617-627-9434 


SOMERVILLE: 1rm avail now 
Safe nbrhd nr public trans. Excel 
cndtn $400 negot. Shrt term ok 
Flex terms 617-776-0588 


SOMERVILLE- Camb line, nr 
Star, 10min to Hrvrd/Prir. Sk 1 to 
shr 2BR apt, UDR, dshwshr, w/d 
in didg, prkng. Avail now. $645 
incl ht/hw. Call Bill 617- 441-5174 
SOUTH BOSTON. rm to rent in 
furn. apt. W/D, roof deck, cise to 
tufts and Broad T, Prof/grad 
N/S $425 call 617- 268 2304 
SOUTH BOSTON- 1M/F needed 
for nice, big, clean apt. $350+ 
avail 11/1. Chris 

617- 269-0047 7-10pm ONLY! 


‘STURBRIDGE AREA 
Looking for GWM seeking GM 
roommate. Students welcome 
18-24. Have two 4-wheelers 
Only sincere replies. No alco- 
hol/drugs Call 1- 508- 347- 1176. 


WALTHAM 
1 Prof. Female seeks 
Prof. Female 25-35 to 
share sunny, spacious 
furnished townhouse 
$500. per month includes 
Heat, A/C, Pool,& Parking 
Avail. 12/1/98. Call Leslie at work 


978-887-0515 _ 





WEST ROXBURY-1M sks 1M/f 
for 2BR, near charles 
$280+utils, N/Pets or smk, Avail 
asap, call 617-325-3185 


river loop 


WEST ROXBURY /Roslindale 
Skng rmmte for 3BR, nsmkg 
Hdwd firs, strge. pkg, nr 
bus/Comm Rail. $270+ 
617-327-1285 


WEST ROXBURY skg M/F for 1 
bdr in 2 bdr hse, quiet neigh, pkg 
w/d, yrd, prch. Avi 12/1. $4504 
utils. Pets ok 

(617)327-6609 


WINTHROP- GWM. w/2 cats 
sks quiet, cin. N/S M for 2BR, off 
st pkng $400/mo inc! all utils 
avail 6/1. 617-846-0041 


WOLLASTON Free rent! F only 
Shr furn studio w/prkng. Some 
cleaning, and food-buying re 
quested. Call Brad 617-376 
2309 


' SURANTERD 


HOUSEMATES 


To place your own Housemates 
ad call (617)859-3300 


Acton or Worcester. Free 
room for help renovating clas- 
sic houses of GM pair. Write 
Box 3167 Worcester, MA 
01613 
ALLSTON 2 MF to shr Ig hse 
w/1F, 1M, 2 cats. 28+, focused, 
respon, prof/grad. 3 firs, w/d, eik, 
$360+ (1st/ast/sec) 

Avi 12/1 

(617)782-0126 





WALTHAM Prof GM & cat sks 
GM to shr irg 2BR in hse. Hdwd 
firs w/d dck nsmkr no more pets. 
$375+ avi now, 617-899-9542 





WALTHAM skg M/F, 25-30, awe- 
some hse, pkg, w/d, yrd, 

A/C, $475/mnth, call for many 
cool details / 

(781)647- 5161 

WALTHAM skg prof F 25. 35, 
N/S, no pets to shr 3 bdr apt 
w/1F&1M. $333/mo, 1st/last/sec 
Utils incl. Avi 11/15 

(781)647- 1876 

WATERTOWN skg quiet clean, 
consid M/F, 25-35, for 3 bdr apt 
pkg, w/d, EIK, N/S, no pets, nr 
bus & T, avi 10/1, $353.33 
(617)923- 4750 

WATERTOWN 12/1/98 SM sks 
1M/F to shr Irg apt in 2fam. Very 
spac, hdwd firs. mod kitch, w/d, 
drvwy, yrd, 2prchs. $500+ Call 
Patrick 

617- 924-0058 


WATERTOWN- Fimmate | to shr. 
2BR, liv, Din, EiK.D/D, Hwd fi 
N/pets,drugs,smking,prk,nr T, 
$425+util Avail 12/1 ask for Dave 
(617)926-8627 


WATERTOWN/Belmont line- Sk 
F, 30+. Grt nbrhd. Lrg apt just re- 
done. Quiet, garden, prkg, 1 
more cat ok. 3 min walk to bus 
$410 inci all 

617-926-4285 








ALLSTON- F for balance of 5BR 
Vict hse. $450 utils inc, 10/1. Lots 
of storage. Nr T, no pets. 617- 
783- 4771 

BELMONT 2M & 2F sk 2r more 
over 30, to shr hse, food, yd, cats, 
dog. frpice, d/w. w/d, pkng for 
Aug or Sep $300+util. 489-4579 





BRADFORD Prof non smk M sks 
same to shr furn 2 bdr new home 
nr 495 & train. $550 w/ut! Tempo- 
rary rental o.k., storage avi. (978) 
373-9366 

BRIGHTON- 6bdrm house mit 
rommate wntd, relaxed house, 
N/P/smk, B-Line, near BU/66Bus 
22yrs+, $290+, call 734-3351 
Avail Nov 1 
CAMBRIDGE c coop » heshid sk F 
40+, people of color/cultural di- 
versity encouraged to apply 
Long est, friendly comm. nr Har 
vard T. Call 617-876-1750 before 
10 pm 

Did you know that all 
hoenix Hous mate 
ads are GUA 
TEED? 


That's right, we keep running 
your ad until you find a house- 
mate. And a 4-line ad is only $69 
So, what are you waiting for? 
Place your ad today and, if you 
Say sO, we gladly renew it for 
FREE every four weeks! 
The Phoenix Classifieds 


859-3300 


GET SOMEONE 
ELSE TO PAY 


YOUR RENT! 


Sublet your 
apartment in the 
Guaranteed Classifieds 
section of the Phoenix. 


DORCHESTER Block frm Red 
Ln. Rm in sngli fam hme w/piano 
$400 inci utils. shrd kitch, bath 
Ractns for light crpntry or child 
care pos. N/S, sm pets ok. Call 
Louise @ 

617-282-1074 


DRACUT Mat rmmt to shr home 
N/S N/Drugs $300 inc. utils Sec 
dep req. Call Dan 
978-453-8749 


“ua wat USE- 
cUaSs aay | AYE 
Bee 


HALIFAX-prof. M sks same to 
shr. 6 room lake front hme, nr 
train to Boston $100 wk +1/2 util 
1 mnth sec. 781-293-0227 


HAVERHILL 1M/1F sk F, to shr 
Irg remodeled home, furn bdrm 
deck, drway, $250+ utils 

Avi now. 978 $21 6751 
JAMAICA PLAIN nice rm 
$525/mnth incls utils, no lease 
convenient location, quiet hse. 
ood for creative person 
617)524- 7427 


LEXINGTON Nr conservation 
land. F for Sbdrm hse. Hdwd firs 
Irg yrd & grdns. 3 full BA, w/d 
pinty of pkg. 2 fpl. No pets/smkrs 
$350/mo+utils. Call 

781 -860- 7286 


LEXINGTON 25+, for. sm rm in 
pleasant hse on Pleasant St 
N/S, no pets. $300 incl utils. 781- 
861-87 -8737 


LEXINGTON/LINCOLN Lrg turn 
BR w/pkng, kitch, Indry. Nr park 
& Rte 95. $110 per/wk. All utils 
inci. Call 

781-259-0942 


LOWELL- Prof GWM sks GMF 
2 rms avail now in 3BR Colonial 
1.Sbth, EK, w/d, drvway pkg, cls 
to Rts 3/495, Lowell Cmtr Rail 
walk to UMass-Lowell. $450 and 
$325, both + utils. 978-458- 9509 
MARBLEHEAD- -Yng Gay M cou- 
ple, looking to shr beautiful spac 
3br w/ yrd in old town, $400+util, 
inc! heat & N/P call 781-639- 
4982 


NEWTON CORNER “Share 
meals and chores in friendly N/S 
co-op. BDR in renov. Victorian 
w/garden, w/d, dw, frpic, on bus 
line. No more pets. $450 inc! utils 
Sec dep = 
617- 527-3477. 
PORTER SQUARE! | 

Housemate, M/F, 24+, wanted in 
big house. Porch, nice neighbor- 
hood, block from T. No smok 
Avail 12/1. $400+ utils. 617-547- 
9906 or 617-661-3911 


SOMERVILLE NOW| 
GM/SM sks M/F, 25+, to share 3 
story art deco house, 3BRs, tile 
firs, w/d, pkg. $550+. Furn. 617- 
624 6702 Lve msg 


‘SOMERVILLE NOW | 
Fun, holistic, hip, creative, fe- 
male, 31, w/ two cats, piano, spi- 
ral staircases, w/d, sks F 28+, co- 
operative, up beat, clean, articu- 
late for two rms, $450+uti! winter 
hill, call Trish 617- 628- 8778 


South Shore- F rmmate, 20's, sel 
confident, fitness oriented, 
care for beaut. two story hme, meg 
vate yrd. in x-chnge fr rent. w/ M 
European traveler 


. call 781- 331 -3599 


SUDBURY 
AVAIL NOW 


SUDBURY- Quiet nrbrhd, 2br on 
2nd fir full bath, liv room, w/d, shr 
kitchen, utils. $625 per month 
Call 978-443- 3319 


WALTHAM Skng M/F 25+ prof 
for 3br hse $450 incl utils, w/d 
dw, pa, nr “T" (x-bus, #70, rail) 
avi 1/1/99. 781-899- 9658 


WHETHER YOU'RE LOOKING 
for someone with a good sense 
of humor, someone with a great 
personality, or just someone with 
a dependable car, when you 
place a Guaranteed House- 
mates ad in The Phoenix Classi- 
fieds, you'll find a housemate 
you're sure to get along with 
Guaranteed. Call 617-859-3300 
today. 


TAN TEMPLE 


BRIGHTON $650/mo inc pvt rm, 
meals, utils incl, cin, safe, nr Civid 
Circ. 50/m prkg. Lrn frm Fnding 
pom Chang Sik Kim. 617-787- 
1 








SUBLETS 


BRIGHTON Clev Circle, 3 rm 
split, $900/mo, fully furn 
B/C/D lines accessible, SU 
PER DEAL!, avi 3/99. Cail 
Dave @ 

(617)562-0830 


BRIGHTON/BRKLN Short-term 
furn sbit of 1BR in cin 2BR apt 
On T. $600 inclusive Avil now 
617-782-3732 


MARSHFIELD 3BR, cable 
pkg, w/d. $300/wk inci utilities 
Call Lawrence @ 
508-587-9301 


Use the Phoenix Guaran- 
tee to sublet your place this 
year. Simply place an ad in the 
Guaranteed Sublets section and 
we'll run it for as long as you 
need it. It's so easy, and a 4-line 
ad is only $69. Cail the Phoenix 
Classifieds for more details 


859-3300. 


**ATTENTION** 
For more APARTMENTS see 
Late Classifieds in the back of the 
News Section 


1 bdr, hted, $850. 3 rms, w/tridge 
$750. Studio, hted $675. 2 bdr 
hw firs, $1100. Many others 
Front Page Realty 

(61 7)268-4700 


BOSTON 
NO FEE APTS. 
All sizes. 
All prices. 


Visit www 
nofeeapts.com 


617-975-0003 


Owners Advertise Free 
BOSTON- Gorgeous 2BR, walk 
to red line, prvt garden, oak firs 
marble manties. Quiet nbrhd 
Oshwshr, w/d hkups, sunroom 
$950/mo. 2 mo sec, refs. 


FREE ROOMMATE 
MATCHING 
The most advanced roommate 
matching system is now available 
for FREE. Get instant matches 
on the web. Privacy guaranteed 
www.Roommate 
Access. com 
SAN FRANSISCO Christmas in 
San Fran? Let's exchange hous- 
es for a week in Dec. Us:2 bdr 
Vict, 20min from dwntn. Skg hse 
in/near Boston. nakerns@ 
aol.com or Nancy (510)521-6135 


SABBATICAL 
HOUSE 
WANTED 


Middle-aged professional couple 
seeks house in Cambridge area 
for Spring ‘99 semester. Have no 
children. Contact Eve Averill 
9901 S. Hoyne Avenue, Chicago, 
IL 60643. 773-233-8502 


Pic 


SPACES 


WATERTOWN Nr Victory 
Field High School & Sq. 5- 10 
min wik to T. Safe off st pkg 
small $50 large $60. 617-926- 
8048. 


SEASONAL 
RENTALS 


NEWFOUND LAKE N.H. 1 1/2 
hrs from Boston. Camp with 
style & comfort. rustic, campfire 
setting with plenty of room to star 
. Near beautiful river view. 
mall cabin, private & clean. 1 
bdr with wood burning stove, 
screen porch complete with 
rocking chairs, working stove to 
cook breakfast, refrigerator 
weekend/ weekday rentals 


Call for info. 
603 744-6921 








30 NOVEMBER 6, 1998 STYLES/CLASSIFIEDS THE BOSTON PHOENIX 


Music, Theatre & Arts 





GUARANTEED 





To place your own Gigs ad call 
(617)859-3300 
* * 
CAHIES 
DRUMMER/rthm GUITAR want 
ed for cool rock 


Email! gig@cahies.com 
voicemail 617-576-3778 
sound/pi/ gigs 

www cahies com 


RERAAAAEAREAEEAEE 


Excellent Songwriter (i 
Play Guitar & Keys) with Melodic 
Marketable Songs Seeks Orig 
Band or polished musicians/ 
male vocalist. I'm Looking For 


Real Musicians. #628-4132 Joe 
A ZEN THING 
Somewhat centered creative 


competent musicians incl Bass 
and perc wntd for experiment 
rock combo. Rick 617-492-7563 


ABLE BASSIST 
FOR HIRE 
Groove-grabber/pulse-pumper 
Playing from the center of the 
music and from the heart of the 


song. Can sing, too. 
508-785-3009 


AC/DC TRIBUTE SHOW 
Thunderstruck sks vox, bass 
Sing backup, must travel. Call 
anytime 

(508)853-4521 


ACCORDIAN- 
BUTTON 
or other trad instr player wanted 
by overbooked, Ir/Celt/Trad/Rock 
band. Call 9-6pm 
781-648-0023 


Adventurous F vox wntd (poet as 
well?), opera-theater, melody 
narration. Music is electronica, 
John Zorn, jazz, 20th Cent clas 
sic, circus, visual, improv. On 
going studio record project. Call 
Jon (617)782-7180 or Nick 
(781)659-7310 


ALL INSTRUMENTS 
All musicians, all instr, wanted to 
find grooves & pull tubes 
Blues/funk/R&R. Gigging. No be- 
ginners. 617-236-0352 


An experience & reliable Song 
writer/Singer/Guitarist sks 
band/musicians into rootsy. fun, 
frustrated, sincere, hopeful & of- 
ten foot stomping sound. Mostly 
originals, some covers. Work 
hard play pubs, record, sunday 
BBQ's, Doug 781-329-3294 


ATTENTION 
MUSICIANS 
Vocalist seeks players. Into Mas 
sive Attack, Morcheeba, Bjork 
Photek, Radiohead. Cali Shawn 

617-905-4326 


---------- 


Classifieds 


Late Classifieds 


Changes and cancellations 


ATTENTION:LEAD GUITAR 
ISTS AND SYNTH PLAYERS 
Up and coming F songwriter 
drummer and lead vocalist with 
NYC management. label con 
tacts and legal team in place 
forming showcase and tour band 
Musical style ts folky, funk rock to 
melodic pop. Suzanne 201-401 
3093 


ATTN: BANDS 
AND SOLOISTS 


Press agent known throughout 
industry for talent development 
to set up special press related 
bookings for recording compa 
nies seeking new acts. Services 
include Ph press releases 
copy writing and qualified intro 
ductions 
Crusade Records 
781-235-3354 


BASS & DRUMS 
Sought for new orig ACID FOLK 
guitar duo. INF: PymnVRTX/YLT/ 
Ween/SY. on the jazz slide 
Working band in ‘99. Call Gold 
508-349-7986 or JP 508-222 
6969 


Bass & keys nded. Est orig rock 
band (Tribe/Cure/Siouxie) w/CD. 
gigs. rehers spce, sks career 
mded musicians, versatility (BG 
vox, guit) a +. No drugs/no metal 
heads 

781-662-1190 

978-649-7209 


BASS & LD GTR WNTD 
for rock band play various music 
styles. Vocals a plus. Don't have 
to be a pro. Call Paul 781-899- 
4076 


Bass and drums needed to com- 
plete original pop/rock band 
Space in Bawt . RI. Intl: Beatles, 
Kinks. Mike 

(401)737-2692 


BASS AND KEYS 
Snger, sng wrter, gtist, w/drms, 
sks bass & keys for recding, and 
live perf. Early-mid 20s. Infi 
Springstein, Dylan, Hothouse 
Flowers. Call eves 4pm-10pm 
Serious only. 617-254-3888 


BASS NEEDED 


For Natick-based band w/space, 
record equip gigs US:Melodic 
alt rock w/taste for rootsy biue- 
grass. YOU:20something, w/job, 
trans, dedication, social skills 
Slappers need not apply. Call 
(508)655-2395, x1 


BASS OR GUITAR 


With 8 va pedal to complete 
« piano, drurhs trio. Vox_a plus 


(617)522-8814 
BAS RERORNINIS 


Original members 
seék bass player. 
influenced by ‘60s/'70s 
psychedelic, punk, 
spectrum of rock 
embraced and 
unleashed. 


781-631-7339 


Leave message 


BASS PLAYER 
NEEDED 
Merrimack Vally band, original 
music, style & influences include 
Alimann Bros. & Black Crows. 

Cali Jon 


(978)649-6580 


BASS PLAYER 
WANTED 


Orig band into melody. Have new 
CD and gigs. Wild, fun. Contact 
Rob at 
617-484-0847 home 
617-776-6594 work 


Bass Player nded, Lowell, Rock 
Funk, Blues, Reggae, Covers 
978-794-3599 


Bass player wanted. No gim 
micks, no contacts, no label inter 
est. Just your chance to be in one 
bad-ass band. Jim 
401-253-4031 


BASS WANTED 4 up-n-comin 
R&B-Hip Hop-Funk-Pop Band 
w/CD, management and gigs call 
265-5460+(F VOC+KEYS) 


BASS WNTD. WKG ORIG BAND 
aware unpredict sng strng play 
ers big dark lush abrasive seeks 
same 

508-697-5378 


Bass, drums needed for orig 
band. Indie Label. Have reher 
studio. Infl: P.McCartney, 
K.Moon. David 
(508)358-2275 


Bass, electric/acoustic avail 4 
pro, paying gig situations only. 
Have trans call 

781-324-0790 anytime 


BASS-BIG 
BAMBOO 


28 yrold avi 2 rec/gig w/orig bnd 
N2. AIC, JA, NIN, P4P. Tool, 420, 
expmnt w/FX. Gd equip + atude. 
Live in Manch, NH-will travel. Rik 


(603)624-0136 


Bass-National major label al- 
ternative rock band sks bass 
player. Please call and leave a 
message telling about yourself 
617-824-4290 


BASSIST AND 
KEYBOARDIST 
WNTD 


Exceptional and motivated 
bassist & kybdist with vocals 
wanted for highly successful, 
original rock group 
781-646-9843 


‘BASSIST AVL 
For temp/permanent gigs & stu- 
dio work. Rock, pop, alt, etc. Can 
also double on gtr. Pro/working 
bands only! Andrew 
(617)486-4252 


Bassist seeks upbeat project 
Motown and rock covers, pos- 
sible originals. Leave message 
401-826-3825 





Bassist Sought: 

The Jay Laurino Trio seeks one 
talented, creat, reliable individ 
for all-orig fusion band. Infi in 
clude Holdsworth, Dixie Dregs, 
Police, Pat Metheny. Reh space 
north of Boston. This is an ex 
cellent opp. to showcase your tal 
ent Call 

781-596-8312 


BASSIST w/vocals seeks 
working G.B. Band, studio work 
L.A. session Vet, Berklee Grad 
studied w/Charlie Binacos 

call 617-776-4239 


BASSIST WANTED 
Original heavy prog. you have 
trans pro gear open mind infl 
Tool, Helmet, Rhs 3-4*/wk in 
hingham call Dave 781-335 
5480 


BASSIST WANTED 
To gig/record experimental rock 
You are experienced, know dis- 
sonance and groove. Rick 617 
492-7563 


BASSIST 
WANTED 


Bass style: Cure, Alice in Chains, 
Cheap Trick, to join solid, original 
rock/alternative band. Backing 
vox a plus. Flea = Don't Bother 
Call Nathan 

(978)916-1652 


BASSIST 
WANTED 


by the Junkyard Jam. Laid back 
funk. Good listener required 
Must love to lay it down; also be 
comfortable with looser feels 
Originals/covers: Herbie Han- 
cock, Sly, War. Have tape; diver- 
sity/versatility appreciated 

Call Tim 781-736-1796 


Bassist with soul needed for orig- 
inal band with CD. Int 
blues/olk/funk, Albert King, John 
Hyatt, The Meters. 
617-625-6845 


BASSIST WNTD!''We have CD, 
Gigs, space, into branca, melt 
banana, eno, god-co,no wave 
call Michael 617-591-9100 


BASSIST/ 
VOCALIST 
WANTED 


South Shore based modern func- 
tion band, “The Naturals,” seeks 
bass w/ead vocals, good stage 
presence and energy. We play 
everything from Sinatra to 
Smashmouth. Excellent oppor- 
tunity for a solid, versatile player 
with strong vocals who can work 
between 60-70 weekend gigs per 
year. Good money, great band. 
Send your info to 
The Naturals 
346 Washington St 
_ Suite 220 
Braintree, MA 02184 
or e-mail to 
NatBand @ aol.com 


PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED LINE AD... 


BY PHONE: 617-859-3300 


BY FAX: 617-425-2670 


BY MAIL: 
PHOENIX CLASSIFIEDS 328 Newbury St., Boston, MA 02115 
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BASSIST WNTD 


For diverse, orig cover band, 
Black Taxi. Covers range from 
Stray Cats to Radio Head 
Lead/bckng vox, good chops, 
prof attitude, hungry. Nashua 
NH. Excell reh space 

Jared @ 603-465-2188 


BIG BOTTOM 


Former bassist for the Denny 
Lane Band (McCartney & Wings, 
Moody Biues) is available to fill in 
for paying gigs. Blues, rock, and 
fusion only. Don't cancel your 
show, call me. For interview, call 
781-938-4470 


BLUES GUITAR 


Avi for wkg band, sessions, or fill 
in. 33 yrs exp., will cut any gig on 
the fly. 


(978)649-5502 
BLUES HARP/VOCALS 


Gtr, keys, bass, drums, seeks 
harp/vocals M or F. Must have 
soul/angst, maturity, trans. Into 
raw blues. Ready to gig 
508-473-9977 


BRIGHTON Oak Sq - skg M for 
big sunny 3 bdr w/2 prof F's 
Hwfis, pkg, w/d. Avi Nov. 1. Fab 
location. $434+ 
(617)789-4904 


BritAma Productions seeks drum 
& bass for Blues/Rock/Jazz ef- 
fort. Pro attitude, able to take di- 
rection & travel to 

Plymouth, MA 

(508)747-2789 


BUCKNERS seek 4th band 
member to play bass or guitar 
Vox a plus. Rock/pop origs, CD, 
& freq gigs. 617-215-BUCK 


CALLING 
ALL MODS! 


Pro guitarist w/wide open ears 
and a large pallette of influences 
(‘60s/90s Brit pop, surf/spy, early 
punk, and more), seeks others to 
create bold music. Searching for 
bass, voice, and drums 
w/passion and power. | work in 
the industry and have connec- 
tions, so call Jacques at 


781-483-8159 


CAMBRIDGE 
$475. Need rmmte, Ig 2bdr, wik 
to Lechmere/Kendall, w/d, 
TV/VCR, full kitch, furn except 
bdr. | am Male, 21yrs, prof, quiet 
(617)285-9692 


Christian 
Guitarist/electronic 
musician/songwriter sks bass, 
drums, keys, and vocais for chris- 
tian modern rock project. Call An- 
drew @ 781-391-2964 


CONGA VOCALS 
| am a singer/conga player seek 
ing duo, gigs. Have nice PA, lead 
vocals w/ huge repetoire: some 
guitar, also drum, all styles. Call 
Mike 
978-388-9957 


CATEGORY: 


Dark textural band seeks F vo- 
calist with eclectic influences, tal- 
ent, creativity, and dedication 
Call Jon 617-666-9849 or Marc 
781-643-2628 


Decent gtrist w/exper in country 
or classic rock w/vox and harm 
Doubles on bass, drums, some 
keys. No ego. 781-665-4632 
7PM 


DRUM & KEYS WNTD 
Orig band forming seeks drum- 
mer & keys. Have rehersal 
space. Infl: Pink Flyod to Nirvana 
Jim @ 

(978)251-2932 


** DRUMMER ** 
Wanted - Into dark rock, tribal 
mood stuff - like Gabriel/Ban- 
shees/Harvey/Cave, etc. Must be 
serious and passionate. Call 
617-782-1504 


Drummer & sound eng wntd by 
est local all-orig pop/rock band 
Commitment & trans a must. Call 
617-437-9141 


DRUMMER 
AVAILABLE 


Pro drummer seeks working GB 
band or other pro musicians to 
form one. Professionalism and 
love of money a must... | have 
equipment, chops, practice 
space, and contacts. Please call 
Chris: 617-464-1072 
eave message 
DRUMMER AVL 
For estab, modern, pop/rock, orig 
and/or cover bnd, w/career 
mnded _ Have exp, trans, 
space, PA., and knowledge of 
local music scene. Also avi for 
studio & fill-in gigs. Prefer 
Boston/Providence area 
(508)673-7781 


DRUMMER FOR YOU 
Need a sub/session drummer for 
that upcoming gig, tape, or CD? 
I'm a pro w/ exper., chops, good 
ear, gear, trans., & rates you 
won't gag on. Call Fernando at 
617-782-8866 
e-mail; fdrum @ hotmail.com 


DRUMMER 
NEEDED! 


for pop/rock band. Have label in- 
terest. Pros only! Call for tape 


401-467-5374 


Drummer seeks cover band 
Have equip. and travel. Infl : Nir- 
vana, Crowes, LZ, VH, Stones, 
STP, Live, PJ. Call Rob 781-395- 
6918 


Drummer skg R+B bnd, infil. BB 
king, Wily dixon, Rolling Stones, 
Call ask for Chip 617-361-2109 


DRUMMER 
WANTED 


Profs only, orig. guitar-driven, 
melodic rock with serious minded 
career goals, large jam space 
Salem, MA. Call Eric at 


781-599-3648 





To place an ad call Phoenix Classifieds at 617-859-3300 


To place a display ad call 617-859-3227 


Drummer wanted. Serious, 
groove-oriented drummer for 
soul powered, funky, hip, new 
thang. Must love to improv/cre- 
ate rk 781-581-3870 
DRUMMER WANTED 

By new bnd w/exc. orig ——-. 
rhrsi space, & mngmnt. infil. Foo 
Fighters, Goo Goo Dolls. Call 
Matt-home:781-642-7532 
work:617-972-4745 


DRUMMER WANTED 
Guit, bass, vocals seek drummer 
for orig. bluesy melodic metal 
band. tery (781)273-0250 ext 
6135 or (978)443-2561 


DRUMMER 
With years of studio/ive exp, skg 
orig, or cover orig bnd. Have 
reher space and trans. Serious 
only. Fred 
(508)230-8680 lv mess 


Drummer with experience & 
transportation seeks GB/cover 
band. Call Tom 
(508)997-6159 


Drummer wntd 

For unique, new project. Roots in 
Sly, P-Funk, Chili's, Beasties 
Call now. 

(617)923-6379 


DRUMMER/PERCUSS 
Looking for working situation 
weddings, studio, gb, etc. Want to 
form percuss ensemble and orig 


proj band 
Jeff 978-741-5662 


Drums + vox wntd. Infl:Rage, 
Sepultura, Biohazard. Reher 
spce in Lynn, nr T. Orig + pro gear 
a must. No B.S. Page Mike 
@(978)629-1650 


ELECTRIC 
UPRIGHT 


Rob Wasserman can't do your 
project? Call me. Big bass, big 
sound! Jett 

401-884-8305 


EXP DRMS W/REH SPC 
Drummer wi/lots of exp sks 
gtr/bass/vox to form rock cover 
band or avail to join your band 
Must have exp. ‘50s/60s rock. 
Paul 781-942-1188 


Exp a iSO exp 
bass, drm, gtr tr MELODIC 
PUNK concept bnd inf:iggy,etc 
781-324-5565 


LEAD GIHSINGER 
Looking to form or join band 


Orig/covers for $$ plus following 
etc. No drunks, just pros. Call 


Steve 
617-472-5723 


F voc/gtrist sks gtr & perc to col- 
lab/form band. Into ambient ex- 
otic sound. Infl: Cranes, Dead 
Can Dance, My Bloody Valen 
tine, Nick Cave. Serious musi- 
cians only. 617-522-5960 


F vox with 20 yrs exp. seeks band 
or ind. musicians to create sem 
classical or soft rock sound for 
igs around Bost area. Call 
nna 978-251-1337 


COMPOSE YOUR CLASSIFIED AD 


Print one letter in each block. Leave a space between words and a separate space for punctuation. 
The Boston Phoenix reserves the right to reject or edit any advertisement. 


LARGE BOLD HEADLINE: (12 characters only) 


REGULAR BOLD HEADLINE: (15 characters only) 


tk: See eee eRe 


COPY: Print one letter in each block. Leave a space between words and a separate 
space for punctuation. 





F.O.1.L 
Looking for female players 
influences: War, Sly & Family 
stone,Beck, Bowie, Prince.For 
Funky orig.band 


617-868-6329 


Fat Boy needs bassist. Us 
punk/pop/rock CD in Dec. You 
skill/gear/trans/time/sense of 
humor. Play for song, not for 
yourself, 

(617)536-6693 


Fem vox wanted by 40+ gtrist to 
develop repertoire of standards 
w/intent to perform. North Shore 
area. Lv msg 
978-470-5011 


Female vocalist, 40s, seeks part- 
ner(s) for duo/trio with class 
Must play keys or gtr., plus vo 
cals. Call 617-924-7388 and 
leave msg 


FEMALE YOCALIST/ 


18-27 to collaborate with melodic 
upbeat pop rock group with lots 
of mat and prac spc. in Boston 
Our infls 10,000 maniacs, Letters 
to Cleo, GoGos etc. But your in- 
flus and ideas our import. to us 
We are serious but fun lovin. call 
Zack 508-339-5808 


FEMALE VOX needed For $$$ 
busy $$$. Party band. Lve msg 
with complete details/bio @ 617- 
363-2851 


FEMALE VOX 
WANTED 


For experimental pop band w/CD 
out on indie label. Looking to play 
out and record new CD. Infl: Por- 
tishead, Philip Glass, Stereo Lab, 
Bjork, DJ Shadow. Mike 
(617)926-9883 


FLUGLEHORN 


R$B, Blues, Jazz, Latin, Funk, 
Pop-Blues vox, percussion, call 
617-367-3909 

Funkin’ F Vox 
Uprise is skg some serious, ded- 
icated, flavorful PHAT FUNKIN' 
PIPES! We have rehearsal 
space, GIGS, and a CD to be 
made over the winter season. Be 
a part of the experience! Call 
Leon 617-522-9525 


¢ TTING READY TO 
CORD A KILLER 
DEMO? Check out the NEW 
“Recording Studios” classifieds 
in Music, Theater & Arts. NOW! 


Grateful Dead musicians wanted 
to jam. Call Bruce 
(781)324-1386 


GUITAR PLAYER 
WANTED 


GAGE sks guitar player for origi 
nal rck bnd, must have alternative 
style and presence. Infl:Def 
Tones, Korn, Rage, Nirvana. Call 


781-594-1469 


-425-2670 OR MAIL IT TO ADDRESS BELOW 3g MQ Ld. LMT (ST =“ 


CHOOSE A CATEGORY 


Refer to the Classified Directory at the beginning of the section for a complete category listing. To 
place a Personals Ad, refer to the Personals Coupon in the Personals Section. To place an ad on the 


Marquee Page, call Chris at 425-2677. 


CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 


We cannot print your advertisement without it. 
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CITY/STATE/ZIP 





PHONE 





To place an ad using MasterCard, VISA or American Express, please fill out this section: 


CARD # 


O MC 0 VISA 0 AMEX 





EXP. DATE __ 


__ SIGNATURE 





i CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING POLICIES - THE GUARANTEE": (Here's the rules) Purchase a non-commercial advertisement for one week in advance and we wil keep running the same ad free. You must call 617-859-3300 every four weeks to renew your ad up to one year from original date of insertion (We ect 
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i was simple) Guaranteed categories are noted by a “G*. COPY REGULATIONS: The forwarding of an ad is construed as an acceptance of all the rates and conditions under which advertising space is at the time sold by the Phoenix. The Boston Phoenix reserves the right to 1 
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— Remmnatatterer psengpiricnapsecriagen yh 0S DEERE TIES Oo RRR et NNT: SS OIE Bie 
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GUARANTEED 
GIGS 
CONTINUED 


VOX AVAIL 
Seek Id gtr, bass, drums, keys, or 
sk estab band, for career orig 
Infl: Jrny, Queen, Billy Joel, Bon 
Jovi, Warrant, Slaughtr. No 
drugs. John 781-324-3227 


GUITAR 

WAN 

for established, original rock 
band. Promoting debut CD with 
gigs, radio, and sponsors. Seri 
Ous only. 

Mike 978-454-9828 

Adam 978-532-5008 


GUITAR WNTD 
2 Pop sngers (boy/girl) sk inven- 
tive guitarist to play dark country 
blues/soul spirituals w/trip-hop 
twist. Ring 
(617)789-3790 





Guitar, bass, organ (40s) seek 
musicians for original fusion 
band. Call Tom: 508-624-9526 or 
Dave: 508-883-3267 

Guitar/Vox from Gary and the 
Gang seeks steady or sub gigs 
Soul rock etc 

Mike 781-941-1416 


GUITAR/VOX 
AND KEYBOARDIST 
Needed for working top-40 funk 
and dance band. Call Spice or 
Sweetpea. 617-522-7573 or 
617-822-2866 


GUITARIST 
Lkng to form/join diverse, groov 
ing, bluesy, hard-rock band. Vo- 
cals/bass/drums needed. Chris 
781-340-9183 


GUITARIST 
AVAILABLE 


Looking to form/join band. Into 
standard & original jazz/biues 
Soulful & Swingin’ in both styles. 


Goonee A266 John 


GUITARIST AVAIL 


Seeks working band. Boston and 
So. NH area. Rock, jazz, blues 
etc. Call Ed @ 603-598-7577 


GUITARIST INTO STRAIGHT 
AHEAD, rock, blues, jazz, R&B 
With previous bnd experce pius 
reh spce. Sks bass, drums, and 
tenor/alto for unique bnd for gigs 
and cd. Boston infil miles, a.king, 
zep, sleigh HO, J. Brown, Brad, 
monk. call 617-264-7304 


Guitarist wntd 4 orig. alt. rock trio 
Mst be creative have fresh 
sound. No hobbyists pis. Reh. in 
Lowell 

781 324-8046 


GUITARIST seeks lead, bass, 
and drums to form rock cover 
band. North West of Boston 
(978)448-5669 


Guitarist with wide range of 
styles needed. ability to sing, re 
hemp = 80's git sound a must 

rom Toto to Kiss will be played 
call Jason 859-4402 or 
govner @ tiac.net 


GUITARIST S Shore based sks 
est wkng band for wknd work 
Classic Rock, R&B Top40. 508- 
759-4819 


GUITARIST 
Pro guitarist, formerly w/Cheap 
Voova, Shoot the Moon, et al, 
seeks to join working cover/orig 
band. Inf. incl. Matchbox 20, 3rd 
Eye Blind, Sublime, Bosstones 
Mike (508) 628-3915 


GUITARIST 
W/VOX 


Looking for working band in N 
Shore/S. NH area. Rock, bives 
country, soul, & styles. Call 
Michael 


978-664-8462 


GUITARIST 
WANTED 


by the Junkyard Jam. Laid back 
funk. Good listener required 
Originals/covers: Herbie Han 
cock, Sly, War. Have tape: diver 
sity/versatility appreciated. Call 
Tim 781-736-1796 


GUITARIST/DRUMMER 
Skg lead vox and bass for work 
ing cover band into AC/DC, Aero- 
smith, etc. Must travel. Call Don 
anytime 
(508)853-2416 


HEAVY METAL 


Bands send demo to Boston 
based Indie label. All metal wel 
come; Black, Grind, Death, 
Thrash, & even Glam 


To 
PO Box 15608, Boston, 
MA, 02215 


HIGH ENERGY DRUMMER 
Avail. 617-499-7980 


HORNS WANTED!! 
Successful Boston 
Funk/Ska/Punk band needs SAX 
& TRUMPET. Vocals a +. We 
have CD and tons of gigs 
Call Matt 617-783-3471 


HYPERCUBE 
CALL 4 


Keys and guitar needed for cre 
ative, futuristic people. Inf are 
NIN, Bowie, Prodigy, U2, Numan 
Suede, Blade Runner, Curve, Kill 
Joke, Chem Bro, DM. If you, 
please call 617-825-8971 


INHALE MARY 


Needs rock drummer for gigs & 
more. Aliso, subtle & lush keys 
cactusrecords.com or call David 
(617)248-8324 


Keyboard piayer wanted for funk 
& R&B group to complete en- 
semble. Inf: Sade, Janet, Loose 
Ends. Mostly origs, some covers 
Call Carl 508-821-2048 or Kevin 
508-880-3869 





Music, Theatre & Arts 


JOIN A BAND 


Serious drums + guit, dynamic + 
open seek bottom feeding bass. 
keys + guit. Artists who have 
crunc hed diff feels/styles. Rock 
funk, blues, Latin, Reggae, ska 
electronica, + your infil. Brighton 
(781)647-2606, (617)782-8082, 
email enzo @lollyland.com 


KEYBOARDIST WNTD 
For estab female-fronted orig 
pop/rock band, currently working 
on 2nd CD, backing vox a +. Con 
tact Doug 
(781)642-6662 


rEPARNERS™ 


Original RootsReggae Band 
John Browns Body- Full Time 
Commitment Positive vibes call 
Dave 617-442-8556 uprise.com 


KEYBOARDS 
NEEDED 


Merrimack Valley band, original 
music, style & influences include 
Alimann Bros. & Black Crows 
Call Jon 

(978)649-6580 


PRO KEYS/VOX 
AVL. 


Looking for PT work. Into classic 
rock - 70s, 80s, 90s. Call Paul @ 
978-725-3235 


KEYS AVAIL. 
Hammond, Rhodes, Wurlie, Clav 
piano synths. Also trombone, gtr 
20 yrs exp. Call 978-649-2839 or 
PhilMcGlass @juno.com 


KEYS w/Doors/Roxy music infl & 

SAX wntd for pro_Euro blues 

rock/pop bnd, Common 
hrill, w/Sat gigs, CD, label in 

terest, space 

(781)646-4926 


KEYS WANTED 
Electronica/Trip-Hop Pop infil 
Sneaker Pimps/Stereolab/Es 
quival/P-funk/Beck. (617)787 
9513 


KEYS/VOX AVAIL. 
Keyboards w/strong vocals look 
ing for working GB, Cover or trib 
ute band. Exp. & gear. Evan 978 
687-7461 


KIDS SONGWRIT- 
ER WNTD. 


flooky.com seeks children’s 
music composer to collaborate 
with lyricis/singers for record 
ings/saies. Must have ability to 
write simple, happy melodies 
Call 

617.789.3790 


LD GTR WANTED 
Working, orig/cover, rock band 
seeks guitarist: diverse (rock, 
blues). Vox a plus. Contact Ilene 
978-772-3162 after 7pm. or e- 
mail mortals493 @ aol.com 


Ld gtrst w/id vcis wntd for wrkng 
clssic rock/orig. band 978-374- 
0572 603-642-8493 call before 
9pm 


LEAD GTR AVAIL 


To join wrkng or near-wkng 
heavy metal/hard rock band 
Have killer equip, chops, exp 
dedication. U must have same 
Pro situat. only. Covers and/or 
orig. into: Zakk Wyide, George 
Lynch, Steve Morse, OZZY 
Whitesnake, Zeppelin, etc. Call 
Kevin @ 978-744-8369 


LEAD GUITARIST 
WANTED 

Hvy/hrd rock band sks Id gtrst 
MUST BE: professional, w/atti- 
tude, textural chops, gear, & 
commitment. Don't waste our 
time! Inf incl: Sevendust, Heimet 
Clutch, Soundgarden. Call An 
drew: 781-487-0022 


LEAD GUITAR & 


bass wanted to shape original 
modern rock sound ! 
sing/write/play rhythm. A bit like 
Letters>Cleo J Verdone. call 
Brooke 781-275-7361 


LEAD 
SINGER/RHYTHM 
GUITARIST 
WNTED 


Boston area rock bnd. skg exper. 
lead singer/rhythm guitarist to gig 
boston bars and clubs. Must 
have strong melodic voice, solid 
rhythm, and excell. stage pres. 
ence. Must be dedicated. inf! 
60's-90's__ rock incl VH 
Cream,Zepp,Foo-Fighters, Bare 
naked ladies, Collective Soul 
Hendrix, STP etc serious in 
quiries only, call Vin 1-401-823 
0623 or sam at 1-978-664-6265 


LEAD VOX & BASSIST 
NDED 


lead vox and bassist nded for 
modern rock project. help write 
orig. music with infl‘Messiean 
King Crimson, Genisis, Weather 
report, Yes. call bill 617-484 
3326 


LYN PAUL & 
FATCAT SHAKE 


is auditioning drummers. Must 
be steady, ded., pref., career 
minded We are orig 
pop/R&B/groove rock. Have 


mgmt, CD. local/nat exper. For 
info call Blackbird Music Ent 
508-587-3131 Lv. msg 


MANSONISA 
SISSY! 


Freaks sought to complete the 
most deranged outfit ever. Must 
be willing to do anything on 
stage. ChainBrain seeks bass 
drums, rthm guitar, possible 
keys, and total maniac vocalist to 
bring metal into the 90's with the 
hardest rocking freak show ever. 
infl: Ozzy, Cooper, Manson, 
Slayer, J. Rose. No 1.C.P. 
wannabes. Leave an insane 
message and maybe we'll call 
you back 


617-824-4227 


MUSICIANS 
WANTED 
Vox/keys with CD on indie label 
seeks gtr/bass/drums & high 
tenor male vox w/some key abil 
Styles include pop/alt/prog rock 
Send inquiries or tape to 
PO Box 428 
Weymouth, MA 02188 
or call: 781-331-2531 


MUSICIANS SOUGHT 
Guitarist seeks experienced mu 
sicians or band, for modern elec 
tric jazz or prog. blues originals 
and standards. Cali Steve 508 
636-6757 


MUSICIANS!!! 

Moving company needs part time 
drivers/movers. Excellent pay + 
Tips. Must have great attitude 
No CDL license required. Call 
781-322-1679 


MUSICIANS/WRITERS 
WANTED 


Serious & outstanding individu 
als for very successful, original 
rock/pop band. Keys, bass 
drums, lead/rhythm guitar. Vo 
cals, positive attitude/team play 
er a must 

508-881-4606 


MYTH OF 
CONTROL 


Altrntv/hrd rck/metal. Seek bass 
for heavy, soulful, mystical, in 
tense, melodic, hypnotic, mean 
ingful musical exper. Call 617 
731-1885 or 617-267-3937 


NEED BASS & VOX 

4 ong bluesy melodic metal bnd 
Would like 2 write lyrics w/mean 
ing. Larry (781) 273-2630 ext 
6135 or (978) 443-2561 


Orig. Band sks Bass. Infi. AIC 
Type-O, Melvins. Rehearse in 
Prov. Call Adam 508-679-2328 
or Ed 401-724-1810 


ORIGINAL PROJECTS. exg 
gir/bass w/comp ng/jazz 
chops sks serious players/writ 
ers. Phil 617-262-7332 


Original rock band LIME GREEN 
sks visionary fr 
ous inquires only. 781-2 


72-4140 


Original rock band seeks key 
board/organ player 
plus. Infl: Meters, Steely Dan 
Jane's Addiction, Pavement. Se 
rious, potentially FT 
ment. Call Sam or Hugh , 401 
272-6016 


vocals a 


commit 


OVER 40? Political? Into USA? 
Acoustic + electric Email: east 
on@gis.net or 508-879-4257 
FIGH renee 


PRO DRUMMER AVAIL 
Versed in many styles, 18 years 
pro expenence, reading, chops 
plenty of equipment to cover dif 
ferent style gigs, trans, avail for 
wrk situation only. call steve 617 
924-9129 


PRO F SNGR WNTD 
Duo, all styles, good range, call 
eves 508-945-5684. Lv mes 
sage 


PRODUCER WNTD 
M & F voxs/lym sk songwriting 
collaboration w/composer/pro 
ducer type into acid/beat/trip-hop 
pop. Infl:Garbage/Chumba/ 
Portshed/B52s. Call 
(617)787-9513 


PSYCHEDELIC 
BEATLES TYPE 
MUSICIANS 
WANTED 


to complete band for serious gigs 

& recording. Infi: Beaties/1967 

Pink Floyd/Syd Barrett/Dono. 

varV/Yardbirds/J.Airplane/Kinks. 

Oasis/etc. Mid-60's (mod-look) a 

pus Tons of originals. Phone 
jark 978-475-7811 


PUNK DRUMMER 
PUNK DRUMMER 


Punk rock bnd needs dedicated 
drummer. Electric Frankenstein 
Social Distortion, Discharge 
Must pay rent. Wayne 497-7783 
Nat 782-7435 


R&B MUSICIANS 


WANTED: M/F vox: R&B 
Gospel. Guitarist: Blues, rock 
Drummer: Funk, rock. Keys 


Blues. Studio work 
Tetsuro 


(617)734-7106 


REH SP./MIDI 
STUD. 


Recording studio space for rent 
Great for MIDI suite. Next to 24 
track studio, band reh. sp 
avi. Good vibe, free prkg. Aliston 
(617)787-9513 


poss band 


also 


Rock band seeks Singer who can 
sing & scream; & guitarist who 
hates solos. Many songs w/orig 
post-hardcore sound Inf 
Chavez, SDRE, Quicksand, He 
lium. 617-734-3290 


SAX PLYER AVL 


Tenor. Serious jazz musician 





great chops, very versatile/reli 
able. Own 60 charts tor 6 pce 
bnd. swing & contemp musi 
all Benny 
»OE yf 31108 


SAX PLYER WNTD 





by F 1, Good $ + frnd 
ly/creat sphere. Func 
tions, clubs, orig/covers, w/tst 


rate plyers & material. Must cover 
a broad range of styles. Trans & 
b/u vox a must. Call Charhe 781 
944-3893 

Srchparty @ aol.com 


SAX WANTED 


by the Junkyard Jam. Laid back 
funk. Good listener required 
Section work critical 
Originals/covers: Herbie Han 
cock, Sly, War. Have tape: diver 
sity/versatility appreciated 

Call Tim 781-736-1796 


SEEKING 
SOPRANO 


A Cap vocal jazz q'tet wants hi 
sop. Fine reading, strong ens. & 
lead vocals, fun attitude, musical 
flexibility. Call 617-623-1344 
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To place an ad call Phoenix Classifieds at 617-859-3300 


To place a display ad call 617-859-3227 


SINGER 
Lead vocalisVbassist seeks to 
join or form band. Alv/exp/com« 
tastes. Call Phil 617-424-8268 


SINGER 


W/range/power/passion. Look 
ing for talented musicians to 
team up w/ for original, melodic 
hard rock band. Call Steve 
508-872-5173 


SINGER WANTED 
Est all orig band w/contacts sks 
female singer/front person 
wiooks and attitude. 17-25yrs 
Ability to engage an audience 

Contact Tommy Skarupa 

304 Newbury St, # 309 
Boston, MA 02115 
617-824-4283 
tskarupa @ snet.net 


SINGER/SONGWRITER 
Acoustic/electric male guitarist 
seeks serious female 
part. Standard/alternate tuning 
beautiful melodies, intricate fin 
ger style duet for original songs 
leading to performance. Quality 
voice accomplished fret work and 
hip stage presence nec. Must be 
able to give and receive inspira 
tion. Charlie 


(617)969-9466 


Singer/songwriter & drums seek 
qtr/keys for ong, dark, ethereal 
tribal proj. Have songs; your cre 
ativity & input welcome 


counter 


Stephen 978-369-4375 


STUPID STUPID 
CRAMP CRAMP 
ROCK ROCK. 
617-524-2044 


There's no such thing as a quar 
anteed gig. UNLESS it's a 
Guaranteed Gigs Ad in the 

Phoenix. Just place an ad in the 

G 


,ection and, if you say so 
we'll renew it for FREE every 4 
weeks until it work It's that 
simple. Call the Phoenix 
Classifieds for more 








details 
617-859-3300. 
Two Guns sks M 
| for lod hrd k 
(978)251-7790 
nity www tuma ti IMA/bar 
is/Two_Guns 


VOCALIST 


Former national act 
(MTV) skg bndmates for 
blues/rock, tunes contact 
space 


Mike 617-353-1303 


Vocalist seeks working band or 


serious musicians. Back-ur f 
lead, exp, powerful, soulful 
funk/blues/rock. Call 
(781)647-5161 

Vocalist w/demo sks 


guit/bass/drum for alt-cover/orig 
Infl: S-Happens/U2/MD-Oil 
781-682-9841 Rob 


VOCALIST 
WANTED 


by guitarist/songwriter to form 
original rock band. Must have 
good voice, experience, and 


Jemo. infil: Sebadoh, Neil Young 
Call Jon at 
617-628-3047 


VOCALIST WANTED 
Vox wanted for No shore based 
hrd rock/metal bnd cvrs & orig’: 
in style of Ozzy 
Zepplin, Soundgarden AIC STF 
You must have PA. dedication & 
talent pro's only. Call Kevin 978 
744-8369 


Whitesnake 


Vocalist/Lyr 
catchy, hook-laden rock, Chris 
617-234-5854 and Blaw 781 
648-4714 


VOX FRONTMAN 
Wanted for estab rock band 
Must be artistic, have good 
range. We have rhs! spe in 
Boston, demo tape, are ready to 
rock 


st needed for 


Steve 617-254-6852 
or Jeff 617-327-7011 
VOX NEEDED 


Dynamic M vocalist/frt man nded 


for estab 








90's modern rock 
wer bnd. Pro attitude 
Bran 
(781)648-2003 


VOX SEEKS 
BAND 
POSTIVE ROCKERS 
UNITE 


nly. Call 


music ts spiritual food. the energy 








feeds the heart and guts and 
oul. vital forces: love, sex, unity 
joy, change, awakening. look 
around at these times of cyr 
cism, disconnection, depression 
we ne isic that uplifts heart 
stimulate nnection, name 
the demons and defeats therr 
neditate t. what do you 
hear t r radi 
ny flue € t the i 
eye e tut t 
nt fiddiey, allen ginst 
W blak he ne 
4 pearl jar exy. Sf 
tual, d able, empowered, ¢ 


let's turn the page 
eden 617-629-2906 


WANTED: MUSICIANS 


willing to meet once a week t 
make mu and have fun. N 
pros! Call George 

61 7( 1119 


WEEKEND 
WARRIORS 


working weekend band to be is 
reforming, need exp lead gui 
tarist, with vocals & female 
singer, 60's to 90's, R&B + R&R 
Call Dan: 736-9175 


“How do | get my music 


.»A@t Gavin do it for you. 


Gavin will mail your CD, picture and bio to any group of radio stations 
reporting to any and all trade publication charts in any format for less 
than it would cost you to do it yourself. 
Want to hear your music on the radio? 
The first step is to call 
Lou Galliani at 805-542-9999 
Now. 


SAVIN will r 


































































32 NOVEMBER 6, 1998 STYLES/CLASSIFIEDS THE BOSTON PHOENIX 


iin 


CLASSES/ 
WORKSHOPS 


ACTORS 
WORKSHOPS 
SINCE 1956 
BOSTON’S 
OLDEST 
AND BEST 
PRO ACTING 
SCHOOL! 
617.423.7313 


NEW SEMESTER 
STARTS 
NOV 16. 


P/T DAY 
CLASSES 
FOR ADULTS. 
P/T BEGINNING 
ACTING CLASS. 


P/T CLASSES IN 
TELEVISION 
COMMERCIALS 
AND FILM. 
SPECIAL 
TEEN CLASSES 
STAND UP 
COMEDY 
CLASSES 
SELF- 
IMPROVEMENT 
FOR 


NON-ACTORS 
ALL CLASSES 
HAVE 
SHOWCASE 
PUBLIC 
PERFORMANCES 
IN OUR 
FULLY 
EQUIPPED 
THEATRE 
CALL FOR OUR 
FREE 
BROCHURE! 
617-423-7313 
40 BOYLSTON 
STREET. BOSTON 
HISTORIC THE- 
ATRE DISTRICT 


THEATRE 
ZONE 
ACTING 
TRAINING 


Winter Ciasses' 





Acting 1 

Improv Ensemble 
Private Coaching 
Audition preparation for « 
era and stage 


ncam 


Classes are 10 weeks, $225 
$195 with early registration! 


Showcase performances & 
formance opportunities! 


Join us for the Fall student show 
case 

November 22 at 5:00 

Kendail Cafe, Cambridge 


Call now for our free brochure 


617-887-2336 


www.theatrezone.org 


(uu 
SERVICES 


LE IE OLE TINE ORT AS A 
NEED A CHANCE? 
Pusherman Productions, Inc 
seeks new talent. Singers, musi 
cians, groups, artists, photogra 
phers, models, all M/F. Also seek 
female dancers. Secretary need 


ed (Exc “ie ne 
é1 ie 782-5511 
Press 1 


Ad Cop y Deadlines are 
Monday,2 PM for Personal Ads 
Monday, 2:00 PM for Classifieds 
Tuesday, 4:00 PM for Late Clas- 
sifieds 

Friday, 12:00 PM for Adult Ser 
vices 





RUOTONS 


ANGELS IN 
AMERICA PART | 


Nov. 9 & 10, 7:°30PM. No appt 
Curtain Call Theatre 
Commercial St 
Braintree, MA 3F & 5M incl 
roles for Afncan-American 
Info 


617-267-4110 


HARBORTONES 
AUDITIONS 


Female a cappella grp sks 2 new 
all parts. Call K.Chid 





members 


> 
“(617)731-2133 or 
kchidley @ hotmail.com 


MEL 
JAMES/STAR- 
GARD PRODS. 


seeking professional musicians 
and singers for R&B/Dance 
band. Call 
(617)436-4244 or 
(617)696-7474 


MUSICIANS 
WANTED 


for open mike night, every Tues 
day at the Chit Chat Lounge in 
Haverhill PA Wel 
record your act! Call for int 
978-374-9710 
hitchatlounge.com 


UNDISCOVERED 
FEMALE 
AGE 17-24 


| Recording Artist: Must have 
| eat singing voice and the | 
| looks | 
| 
|} Actress: Must have acing | 
ibility and the look | 

If you qualify tor either, call 

our record label's N.E. line 


(508) 358-4321 








New York 
| Nashville 
REDI Los Angeles 


| 





| Now registering for fall 


| Film Acting and Scene Study 
classes beginning 


Call for information 
(617) 542-4222 
| Early registrauon recommended 


INTERNATIONAL] 


Booking Agency 


New Talent has been 
in the entertainment 
business for over 
40 years... 


COVER BANDS 
SOLOISTS 
ORGINAL BANDS 
R&B COUNTRY 

JAZZ ETC... 


CALL (617) 235-3354 















SERVICES 


EXPERT 
ANALYSIS 


Market savvy prot./PhD will 
evaluate/edit creativeMactual 
projects, novels, theses, scripts, 
articles 


978-371-0015 





Music, Theater and Arts 


i 


WRITERS... 
DO YOU NEED 
RESEARCH ? 


Extremely adept finding the infor 
mation you need to complete 
your work. Utilizing library, inter 
net, networking and interviewing 
skills, | can find the data quickly 
So you can complete your project 
in a timely and organized man 
ner. willing to travel. Very reason 
able rates. Call for more informa 


tion 
617 969-0122 or fax 
617 969-3938 


(4, 


INSTRUCTION 


DRUM 
LESSONS 


Taught by Robert Kaufman, au 
thor of “The Art of Drumming” 
Endorsed by € Jack 
DeJohnette, & Roy Haynes. In 
struction for enous students rf 
all levels. Improve the quality of 
your practice time & learn faster 








Ivin Jones. 


Call for more info 


508-478-8954 


LEARN TO PLAY 
GUITAR 


while being taught the songs you 
With this customized 
tutoring service 


request 
video private 
Great holida 


lay gift Ca 
781-878-4812 


vo 
CLASS/LESSONS 


ve pitch, increase volume. 
strengthen self 
ortive atmos. 8 


expar d rane ge 
nfidence 


weeks for $12( Alsc 





piano 
reading skills 


781-324-9183 


musi 
Call 


Voice Lessons 


All Styles 
With Karen Debiasse 
Beginners to Advanced students 
Honor Graduate of 
Berklee School of Music 
17yrs. Exp. certified by: 

Dante Pavone World 
Renowned Voice Method. 


( 8 Lessons for $120 ) 


+ Breathing + Posture 
+ Mic Technique + Stage Presence 
* Confidence * PLUS: Guitar + Piano 
+ Drums » Songwriting 
* Composition 


617-437-9141 


03. 
SERVICES 


ES OE SS ST 
CD MANUFACTURING 
1000 CDs, full color, retail ready. 
= 1 $1300! CD 1-offs as low as 
Mas Hy ring @ $35/hr 
onder aug ase Records 
617.2 




















onD ES 5x press 
302. ~ 90's, TO 1 to 
classics. Est. 1 


617-786- 9549 
LESSONS 


By Berklee Git. Prof 


817-666. 3508 students! 


RECORDS 
WANTED! 


Classical stereo: RCA 
LSC's, Mercury SR9000's 
London CS6000's & jazz 

Tel/tax 508-990-3990 
E-mail stmassi@ aol.com 


Production Co. Seeks 
ai=jete)siell. te 
ARTISTS 


Please submit 3 son 
promo demo, pix an 
bio for review by 


roster of producers 
seeking talent. 


Pkgs. Att: Artist Review, 
914 18th. Ave. 
So., Nasville, TN 37212 








RFCononNG 
STUDIOS 


TinWolf Studios 
Caters to singer/songwriters 
and bands needing additional ac 
companiment. No band? No 
problem- real musicians 
(not machines) available 

YOU CAN AFFORD THIS! 
For details call 508-653-3720 


RENEARSAL 


SPACE 


SHARE SPACE 


We have room, 24hr access, se 
curity, etc and are looking to 
share: willing to work out a 
schedule for practices. Give us a 
call. Brent 
(61 7)\282 





1703 


SOUND MUSEUM 


and rooms, open 
now. Boston & Aliston. 
hile they last. 
eat all prices. 


(617)423-4959 


Billerica & 

Backstage 

Rehearsal 
1, 1, & UN 


Rooms Available Now!!! 
All Sizes All Prices 


Now expanding 
new rooms 


Featuring 3 Compiexes 
*Modern Clean, 
Secure Rooms 


*«Soundproofed 
*Climate Control 
e24hr Acce 
7days a week 
Surveillance 
Cameras*®Card 
Access System 
eOnsite Security 
«Free Parking 
Over 100 Newly Built 
Rooms 30 Minutes 
North of Boston 


978.251.4324 
978.667.8472 


While they last 
Beat all prices. 
(617)423-4959 





Artist Seeks 
Models 


Attractive, slim, youthful, 
camera-triendly women 18-25 
Exc pay, no exp nec, T-access 

Information 


781.477.1855 


Montserrat 
College of Art 


Seeks professional, experi- 

enced, reliable, life models for 

figure drawing/painting classes 

Please forward a resume and ref- 

erences to 4 

Model Coordinator 

Monterserrat 
College of Art 


Beverly, MA 01915 
’ 
LOE. 


WANTED: Unshaven naturally 
hairy women, 20+, for photo and 
video art. Nudity/No Sex 
617-738-6860 


Monn: — 
OPPs. 


ARTIST'S MODEL 
Need female models with propor- 
tionate bodies for drawing in pri 
vate studio. Experience not nec 
essary. $13/hr. Short interview 
required. 617-787-0851 





Classified lines 617-859-3300 


Display advertising 617-859-3227 





Hh 
DOMESTIC 


1969 BUICK 
LeSABRE 


4 door, automatic. A real classic 
Runs & looks great. Buy for 
restoration parts or just drive and 
have fun. $1,000 or B/O 


781-631-7339. 


1991 DAYTONA all options pkg 
p/s, a/c,etc..$3500.00 OBO call 
Brian 617-566-3532 
briant@wn.net 





86 Dodge Caravan, 78,500mi 
xlent cond (computer checkecd) 
a/c, am/fm. $3300 277-1200 
x404 /451-5240 x132 


88° conv LeBaron, new top 
120,000mi, very good cond, 1 
owner, clean, $2,200 OBO mike 
617-267-0945 


CARS $100-$500. Police im 
pounds. Good running... Hon 
das, Toyotas, Chevys, Jeeps and 
Sport Utilities. Must sell - 1-800 
772-7470 ext 6063 


GREAT COLLEGE 
CAR 


1975 Olds Cutlass Supreme 
Runs good, Great Engine 
$800 

Ask for Tim 

617-734-1549 


SATURN SL1 1994, blue, 4 dr, 
w str, 5 spd, A/C, AM/FM cass, 

one owner, great cond. 75k hwy, 

$6000 or bo.781-289-6490 


ROTOS-FOREION 
LONE SS NT CE REA 
‘88 HONDA CIVIC 
4 wheel drive stationwagon, Air 
conditioning, new tires, one 
owner, excellent condition 
2,900 or best offer. call 617 

661-6769 


‘95 VW JETTA 


Excellent cond, sun-roof, 8 
speaker stereo, a/c, 50k mi ee 
w/black interior. Moving 1st of the 
year & need to sell. $7k or b/o 
Call 

(617)242-2365 


1990 VOLVO 
WAGON LOADED 


power everything, am/fm/cass 
volvo trays, x-snows, new wheel 
covers, all maintenance records, 
$6,800 978-372-3830 


1992 Nissan Maxima, excell 
cond, 55k mi, sun-roof, a/c, pwer 
locks silver blue, tape 
deck/stereo, $7000 
(617)266-9562 


1995 Toyota 4Runner SR5-6 
Limited. Stan trans, 4wh drive 
Excell condit. 60K miles. Leath- 
er, sunroof, 4 new tires. Cass 
$22,500 obo. 781-581-9941 


CARS $100-$500. Police im 
pounds. Good running... Hon 
das, Toyotas, Chevys, Jeeps and 
Sport Utilities. Must sell - 1-800- 
772-7470 ext 6063 


HONDA ACCORD '93, excep- 
tional cond, only 31,500 miles! 
New brakes/battery. Asking 
$12,250. Call days 617-527- 
2333; eves 617-926-3457 





UTOMOBILES| 


Trucks 
LIMOUSINES 
sales & 


leasing | 
Financing Availabie |; 
BAD CREDIT | 


WA pay NTEQ, 


Old sheet music, posters, patch- 
es, post cards, prints, mags, 
=, $804 etc 


00-476-9405 





Classified lines 617-859-3300 


Display advertising 617-859-3227 





- 
" Ba 192) 


MAXWELI 


(a new maxwell enter 


FXPORIUM 


) 
rise 


MAXWELL COMMUNITY BUSINESS PARK 
6s EAST COTTAGE ST 
DORIS STER, MA 02125 


824-9440 TX é 


MON. WEI 


8 AM.4TM 


8-945 5 7CS 617-808-1072 


THURS «TRL SAM. 1Orm 


AT & SUIN BY APPOINTMENT 


mL A TREMENDOUSLY 


ANT OIE S FOR Pik 


OK PIRES 


PAVUS AMS AND OFT 
* SIN *AM«PMILE AST 


POR INTE RE STING 


BICVOTES  FORNTURE 


2 BMX FREESTYLE BIKES, 
$225 each or best offer 
617-783-6308 


COMPUTERS 


SET EE ERT 
COMPUTER $99! Complete, 
working 20Mb HD monitor, 
keyboard, much software 
Frank 617-545-3269 eves 


HP Pavilion 8160 w/15” monitor 
& access. Fully loaded. Perfect 
cond. Internet ready. Windows 
95. 10 mnths old, under war- 
ranty. $1500 or nearest offer. Call 
(617)450-4950 


IDEAL 1ST COMPUTER 
IBM 386 with 15 inch monitor 
keyboard, mouse, 14.4 modem 
internet ready, windows loaded. 


$300 or best offer, 617-868 
5198 
Microsoft Office ‘97, prof, new, 


factory sealed, full version, $99 
Call 800-484-1247 ext.7132, 
then push *1 


NEC Ready PC, Pentium 133 
Mhz, 48 meg ram, 10x CD ROM, 
Win ‘98 loaded, $675. Call Skip 
(617)227-8037 


Samsung laptop, 133 Pentium, 
active matrix display, 48 megs 
ram, 1.4 gig hd, 33.6 fax, sound 
blaster, 10x CDROM, Win ‘98, 
Office ‘97, leather carrying case, 
port replicator. $1100 
(781)279-8158 


Toshiba Tecra 520 CDT laptop 
166 MMX, 2.0 GB, 32 MB, 12.1 
TFT, 10X CDROM, lomega zip 
drive, Win ‘98, MS Office ‘97 
Norton System Works, Adobe 
Photoshop 5.0. $1100 for all 
(617)266-9824 


COMPUTER 


SERVICES 


COMPUTER 
SERVICES 


Tutor for your future, Upgrades, 
Advice, W/Patience, Win 
‘95/98... Just about anything 


Call Bz H. @ 
or (508)647-6804 


csi: 
SERVICES 


Authors, Lawyer. 
usiness People. Stu- 
ents or Anyone who 
eeds information... 
Expert research skills available 
for those who need specific infor- 
mation. Time is money, and | can 
save you hours by searching for 
the data you need. If you can't 
find it chances are | can. Ex- 
tremely adept in library research, 
Internet searching, networking 
and interviewing. Very reason- 
able rates. For more information, 

lease call 


17 969-0122 or tax 
617 969-3938 


Need it typed quickly and 
fessionally? Call Type @ boc. 
Services include alg of all 
documents, credit repair, 
etc...PICK UP AND DELIVERY 
AVAILABLE 

(617)474-9445 








LOAN OVER 
THE PHONE 


CONFIDENTIAL 
; NO HASSLES 
§ QUICK TURNAROUND | 


1-888-869-LEND 


ARIED SELECTION 
ME AND Orr f Lar 


1 USED FORNITORE 
KT CINE IN 
LACE Sreor 


ALK f PRINT «ot Thr 


HAY Ay A 


VISIT THE MAXWELL FLEA MARKET 


TOP REAL CHEAP 


INING RM DINING RM SET Queen Queen 
nn, cherrywood, 6 
chairs, table, hutch, 
never used, cost $3600, 


sell for 0. Perf: 
cond. 781-273-1558 


Sleep naturally in custom made 
king-size bed, top part has two 
layers of amish virgin wool w/ 
foam inbetween. 4 yrs old, new 
$1600 sell for $540 please call 
978-422-8423 





SUZUKI! GSX-R 1500mi, power 
pack, jet kit, cover, etc. $6,000 
been used very little, needs 


someone ready to ride!! 


MOSCA 
INSTRUMENTS 
& EQUIPMENT 


1955 Gibson 125 $850 1951 Gib 
son Lap Guit $550 1898 Pariar 
Guit $550 1957 silvertone $200 
617-266-5387 





Ampeg SVT2-pro all-tube, 300 
wts, 2 Eden 210XLT cabinets, 3 
mo old, $2400 firm. Randy 
(508)460-6420 


Complete digital recording and 
processing suite, Mackie 1202 
mixer, panasonic 3700 DAT, Digi 
design 442 D/A converter, Mac- 
intosh Centris 650 comp. w/ 
monitor, call 978-525-2700 see it 
at www.endeavoursw.com/au 
diosetup.htm! $1200 w/out comp. 
$1995 w/ mac comp. 








Fast Casu For 
Any Purpose 


BAD CREDIT 
NO PROBLEM 


Furst — Group 
|235-3354 
NEED CASH? 


* Injured with a 
pending insurance case? 
¢ We advance cash on 
your personal injury case 
OTTOWA FUNDING 
Call Today (508) 829-7186 







SERVICES 





GIBSON Les Paul ‘82 Standard. 
tobacco sunburst. Plays so finely. 
$1,050 obo. Kurt 508-224-6421 
ext 503 


KAWAI! CA-800 Digital Piano 
Full size/88 db! action keys, CD 
Rom, MIDI, stand, many extras 
Asking $2,500. 617-983-5387 
please leave message 


Lg. anvil-type cont. on wheels. 
41"Hx45"Wx27"D. Foam pad 
DbI. lock frnt & bck. Pd $2k new. 
Make me an offer 

Greg 978 777-4680 


Marshall Stage 
Amp $500. Firm. 
Call Simon @ 
617-859-7009 


PIANO! 1998 YAMAHA CLAV 
INOVA 

Beautiful case, Unbelievable 
Sound!! 

$2700/Best Offer 

617-859-3995 


Trumpet - Paris Selmer Profes 
sional model. Mint condition 
$1000. 401-635-8802 


YAMAHA 
KEYS 


YAMAHA PSR320 keyboard 
Gift; only used once. Too ad 
vanced for me. $300. Call 

Rich: 508-564-5639 (Cape) 


— 


ES ORR OE 

FEMALE DALMATION 
1 Female. 9 months old, all shots 
$350 or best offer. Need excel 
lent home. Mother AKC on prop 
erty. 978-458-9509 


Pie 
EQUIPMENT 


Excellent piece of excercise 
equipment. Tunturi E603 Air- 
cycle combines efficient upper 
and lower body workouts for ex- 
cellent aerobic, muscular and 
cardiovascular benefits. The 
tunturi electronics module caicu- 
lates number of miles per hour, 
distance traveled, and calories 
expended. Aircycle is assem- 
bled and owners manuel is avail 
able. Aircycle selling for 
$250.00. Call Wanda Camacho- 
Maron @ 617-739-1188 


NEW GOLF CLUBS 
Men's & ladies Cobra/Bertha 
copies. Irons 3-pw; Wds 1,3.5 
Never used. Wrnty avail. $350 
value. Ask $150 set 
508-852-3967 or 508-835-3443 





Services Director 


Guysit 
Beautiful women 
are waitin 
to tal CAS you 
1- 0.898. 2100 
xt. 2700 
$3.99 per min. 


Must be 18yrs. 
Serv-U 619-645-8434 


CEANERS 


LE LT LANE IT RC 
PAT D CLEANERS 
RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL 
Looking for cleaning and janito- 
rial cleaning contracts 
in the Boston area 
Class A Work. Patrick, 


781 334-3790 


PERSONAL SEn- 
VICES 


ADOPTION 

Your gift of life will be the an- 

swer to our prayers. Young, 
happily-married, childless cou- 
ple longs to share all their love 
w/newborn. FT mom. Exp. paid. 

Patti/Johnny 
800-711-1577 





Answer our prayers please 
Loving New England professor's 
family promises love, guidance, 
education, pets to share with 
newborn. Allowable expenses 
paid. Call collect 


Judie/Eddie 1-800- 
488-5379 


is 


TICKETS for Phish, and 
D.Matthews, Kiss, Billy Joel, 
Super Jam, M.Manson, Aero 
smith 

617-730-5716 


ee Se eee eRe ene aes 
Full size, Orgone Energy Accu- 
mulator Box. Best offer or willing 
to donate. Please call 978-486- 
3493 


HERE'S HOW TO PLACE AN 
AD = THE oo 
LASSIFIE 

CALL (617) 859-3300 
During these hours: MON- THUR 
9:00 AM to 6:30 PM and FRI 9:00 
AM to 6:00 PM 
Ad Copy Deadlines are 
Monday,2 PM for Personal Ads. 
Monday, 2:00 PM for Classifieds. 
Tuesday, 4:00 PM for Late Clas 
sifieds 
Friday. 
vices 
We accept Visa, MasterCard, 
American Express, checks, and 
of course, cash 
Let The Phoenix Classifieds 

ork fo’ 


(617) 859-3300 


Marshall Amp;60w 2x12 JTM 
622;1996 Dead Mint-almost 
never used; 2 channel;dual re- 
verb;E134's;$500 call 
Josh @ 493-6264 or email:rob- 
bins @ fas.harvard.edu 


OVATION BAL- 
LADEER GUIT 


$400 powder blue/cuttaway 
case, excell cond 
978-461-2189 


12:00 PM for Adult Ser 


SELMER SAX FOR SALE, 1975 
SELMER MARK Vi TENOR 
SAX, EXCELLENT COND 
ORIGINAL OWNER. $4,250 
CALL 603-436-7846 


WORLD'S END! 
Over 100 bible prophecies! 
Order now and get 
insomnia cure FREE! 
Send name/address + $3 to: 
Studio C Publishing 
601-3 Lasalle Building 
Suite S-922 
Chicago, IL 60605 


MIS: FOR SALE 


HERE'S HOW TO PLACE AN 
AD IN THE PHOENIX CLASSI- 


CALL (617) & 859-3300 
During these hours: MON-THUR 
9:00 AM to 6:30 PM and FRI 9:00 
AM to 6:00 PM 
Ad Copy Deadlines are 
Monday,2 PM for Personal Ads. 
Monday, 2:00 PM for Classifieds 
Tuesday, 4:00 PM for Late Clas- 
sifieds 





| CAN FIND THE 
INFORMATION YOU 
CAN'T. 


Research available for your infor- 
mation needs. Time is money, 
and | can save you hours utilizing 
my relentless researching skills. 
Creative approach to problem 
solving using library, the Internet, 
networking, interviewing and 
other data gathering expertise. 
reasonable rates. For more infor- 
mation, please call 


9 
0122 or tax617 969-3938 


MOVERS - 1 
CENCED 


TRAE RI LE EN AS HO 
HAUL ALL MOVERS 
The best and the cheapest in 

town! 24 hours. 7 days/week 
You won't beat our prices or ser- 


eS. 

(781)322-1679 
$5.00 off for mentioning 
this advertisement. 


NEED CASH? 


© Injured with a 














pending insurance case? 
e We advance cash on 
your personal injury case 


OTTAWA FUNDING 
call today (508) 829-7186 


GET SOMEONE 
ELSE TO PAY 
YOUR RENT! 


Sublet your 
apartment in the 
Guaranteed 
Classifieds 
section of 
the Phoenix. 











mm 


MEET NEW 
PEOPLE 
THE FUN WAY 
TODAY! 


1-900-884-2424 
Ext. 3096 


$2.99 per min 
Must be 18 yrs 
Serv-U 619-645-8434 


YOU CAN FIND 
YOUR SOMEONE 
SPECIAL NOW! 


1-900-786-2121 
ext. 3613 
$2.99/min, must be 18yrs 
Serv-U 619-645-8434 


Local 
Singles 
Meet!! 

Guys call 
(617)621- 
9070 
Get 60 Min 

FREE 

Women 
Always call 
FREE 
617-621- 
0944 


ITS LIVE, ITS FUN AND ITS FREE. CALL 
ANYTIME 24 HOURS A DAY. 
PLEASE BE OVER 18., 

CALL: 1-888-860-DATE (TOLL FREE ) 
OR 212-593-5432 


GET SOMEONE 
ELSE TO PAY 
YOUR RENT! 


bt 


Sublet your 
apartment in the 
Guaranteed Classifieds 
section of the Phoenix. 


Call Boston's hottest LIVE talkline 
Browse through personal ads from 
REAL PEOPLE who are live and 
on line — RIGHT NOW! Exchange 
private messages with other callers 
until you find someone you want to 
connect with for live, uninhibited 


one-on-one conversation... with 


NO LIMITS! 


po COD 


+ 
. 


LADIES call FREE 617-621-6000 
MEN call FREE 617-621-0610 
GAY MEN call FREE 617-621-7910 


aces . : if Call costs 10 cents a minute. 20 cents for the first. 





| OUTSIDE 617/508 AREA CODES CALL | 
| 1-900-73 7-CHAT | 


Call costs 99 cents per minute 


Callers must be over 18 
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PRIVATE CONNECTIONS 
wLIVE Voice PERSONALS 


The quick, easy way to 
meet single people today. 


+ 
“ © 
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For credit card billing call |-888-883-DATE < 


id Toll Free/24 hours a day == 3 cB 


%, 
\ L- XP SA VLA AAA LY ane ee al 


PTM Telecommunications + 24-hour Customer Service: (800) 711-0046 


'* 1000's of callers dai 
E +Hey! It's FREE! 

100% local. 

‘]-on-1 conversations 


a 


The Nightline Service doesn’t prescreen it’s callers and assumes no responsibility for personal meetings via our service. Must be 18+. Toll charges may apply. 
“Free 60 min. to 1st time male callers only. Women always call free. Optional paid services 14¢ - 63¢/min. 
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the puzzle 


#1148 Balancing act 


BY DON RUBIN 


Each of the phrases on the left needs a phrase on the right to 
balance it. See if you can match them up below. 


He 14 
ie 15. 
P 16. 
4. ve 
RS ‘tens 18. 
6. : 19. 
— 20. 
8. 21. 
9. me 
10 23. 
ay 24. 
A 25. 
13 26 





| 
| 
| 
| 


Rules 

1. Prizes for solving the Puzzle will be Phoenix Puzzle 
Winner pens. 

2. All entries must be received at the Phoenix office 
(addressed to Puzzle #1148, Boston Phoenix, 126 Brookline | 
Avenue, Boston, MA 02215) by noon on Wednesday, 
November 11. Phoenix employees and their immediate | 
families are ineligible, | 

3. In the event of disputes or tics, the judges’ decisions will be 
final and arbitrary. We have only 10 pens to give away each week, 
so when there are more than 10 winners we'll have a lottery. 

4. All entries must be accompanicd by the Puzzle page. When 
possible, the answers should be entered on the Puzzle page. 


Name 
Address 
City/Zip 


1) Picture 
2) Genius 


3) Ounce of prevention 


4) Child 
5) Life 

6) Heart 
7) Black 


8) Brevity 


9) Rose 


10) Variety 


11) Knowledge 
12) Bird in hand 
13) Necessity 
14) Tomorrow 


15) All 
16) War 


17) Diamond 
18) Forewarned 


19) World 


20) ignorance 
21) Business 
22) Man’s home 
23) Honesty 


24) Time 


25) Money 


26) Happiness 





A) Forearmed (Cervantes) 

B) Mother of invention (after Persius) 
C) Vanity (Ecclesiastes) 

D) Beautiful 

E) Money (Franklin) 

F) Castile (after Coke) 

G) Best policy (Cervantes) 

H) Pound of cure (Haliburton) 

1) Strength (Orwell) 

J) Business (Adams) 

K) Lonely hunter (McCullers) 

L) Root of all evil (after 1 Timothy) 
M) Forever (after Loos) 

N) Bow! of cherries (Brown and Henderson) 
O) Spice of life (Cowper) 

P) Pain (Lennon) 

Q) Warm puppy (Schulz) 

R) 1000 words (Chinese proverb) 
S) Two in the bush (Cervantes) 

T) Rose (Stein) 

U) Father of the man (Wordsworth) 
V) Soul of wit (Shakespeare) 

W) Another day (Mitchell) 

X) Hell (Sherman) 

Y) Stage (Shakespeare) 

Z) Power (Bacon) 








Solution #1146: Dummy 


SM S/V = 16!2 

VX = 

SQ S/K = 17's 
= 22 

XS/V = 42 

SQ Q/K = 177% 


Pens to the following: 


X S/K = 

ZS = 

SZS/K = 13! 
XZ = 43 

ZZ S/X = 33! 
SJ S/V = 10!2 


1. Stephen Joseph Edwards, 


Marlborough 


2. Jack Martin, Jamaica Plain 





© 1998 ROGER JONES 
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HERPES? 
94% of EverCLR users have 
NEVER had another outbreak! 
Call Toll Free 


1-877-EverCLR or 
www.evercir.com. 
Stop worrying & start 
living again. 


PRIVATE CLINIC 
Totally confidential. Call & talk to 
the doctor directly. Testing & 
treatment of sexually transmitted 
diseases (incl Or 

obert Taylor, MD, 
1755 Beacon St., Brookline 
T access, free parking 
Same day appt 
www.roberttaylormd.com 


(617)232-1459 


PSYCHO- 
THERAPY 


wea 


rd certifi 


gh Regia 


-Transition Experiences 
new school, city, relationships 
-Depression-Feeling Miserable! 
ilingual French/English 
Paris Sepeoraden of Music 
Graduate (1969) 
Former Concert Pianist 
20+ Years of experience, univer- 


Fees E*NEGo- 
(617)734-8459 


iS YOUR MAN 
MR.RIGHT OR 
MR.WRONG? 


Find out. Use a Psychic. Live, 
confidential, discreet, accurate 
Cali 24 hours/day. 


1-900-860-8616 
ext 9437 


($3.99/minute, must be 18 years) 
Serv-U (619)645-8434 


LIVE PSYCHICS 


ONE-ON-ONE 
1-900-370-3734 
ext 8637 
$2.99/min, must be 18yrs 
Serv-U (619)645-8434 


BODYWORK 


AQUATIC 
Massage for 21st Century 
Relax aquatically in warm water 
pool. Wonderful therapy with exp 
Watsu practitioner. Call Fuad @ 
1-781-601-7299 


ARS 


tal body massage for men 
he are looking for nothing aM 
than the best, call me 7 days, 
9AM - 11PM 
Rob 978-352-6890. 
Massage Connection 


BEAUTIFUL MASSAGE 
plete hour long. 
Outin. (male gene Bran- 


617-731-9288 


CELESTIAL 
MASSAGE 


Get relaxed with rejuvenating 
massage and soothing aro- 
matherapy at your location. Call 


u 

: (617)859-7772 
mail: 

celestiaimassage @ ni.net 


DEEP MUSCLE 


Male cliente! only!! 
Call for appt.ask Tor 


n 
781-322-5657 


Deep, Nurturing Mas- 
Sage. Licensed/Certilied 
Michelle 
between 8:30AM- 10:30AM 
617-731-4336 


DYNAMIC 
BODYWORK 


Relaxing, therapeutic, deep- 
muscle massage by licensed and 
nationally certified therapist. Call 
Mon-Fri, 9am-1 1am for appt. 


(617)734-513 
EXCELLENCE! 


The art & skill 
& the pleasure & therapy 
ot a full-body massage 


Jeff 617-236-7009. 


HEALING FOR 
MIND AND BODY 


Massage therapy and holistic 
healing for physical and emotion- 
al issues, pain. Counseling avial- 
able also. For info/appt. Call 


Call 


Anna: 
(617)486-1729 


ONE 
erapy 


"ANG 


assage 
Day Spa Services 


617- 806-2351 
MASTERS CLINIC 


Best Body Massage 
Swedish/Thai 
by professional M or F 
massage therapist 
Special: 4 hands w/hot oil 
Women, men, couples 
IN/OUT 


617-783-7391 
NEED TO RELAX? 


One hour full body massage 

Eves & weekends. By clean, pro 

a male. Out calls only. 
4792 


978)444-4 
RELAXING BODY 
MASSAGE 
Full body - Swedish and deep 
until the end. You will repeat. 24 


hrs. 7 days. In/out. Toni 
617-556-0291 


Relaxing Full Body 
Vabsage 
Swedist/Deep Tissue by skillful 
licensed therapist. IN/OUT. Park- 

ing. Call Roman 


(617)787-5527. 


THE 


SWEDISH MASSAGE 


(617) 332-5994 


Open Mon-Sat 10AM-8PM : 


* Seeking new 
massage therapists « 


EUTIC) 
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STRESS 
MANAGEMENT 
RESULTS 
CANNOT BE 
DUPLICATED! 


MY GOAL IS TO 
INCREASE 


N 
VOLUME!!! 
SATURDAY INTRO 
OFFER 
COMPLETE 
SESSION - $25 


STUDENT DISCOUNTS!! 
Try it again for the first time. 
Simply the best at reasonable 
rates. Open daily, Mon to Sat 
Call Joe at 


Free initial 
consultation! 
1-978-640-9760 


STRESSED OUT? 


Why not try a little more pres- 
sure? A total body massage re- 
lieves stress and feels great 
Swedish, Hawaiian, Deep Tis- 
sue, Accupressure, Shiatsu 
First session reduced rate. Call 


Lisa @ 
617-547- dt 


TAI 
WHOLISTIC BS ace 
Naruing Carng Soon 


Private Wooded Setting 
Nationally Certified 


1-978-266-2727 


PROFES SIONAL } 


N piaea ryt 1/DEEP 


ATSv § 
MUScL: MASSAGE } 
$40 + 1h even | 
cone toyou' = hi 
BON |; 
781) 945-2136 


re eAT YOURSEL? ff 


9a 
Pen nies 


St. saccnwvsses: 
err 








Nae tea 
Anand BERRA ok 
Os vey yt 
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Muscular Therapy 
Center of Norwagd- 


Therapeutic or sports 
massage, soft tissue injury 
“ reiki. Non-Sexual. 

Appointment. 


781 “255-0510 


SPECIAL $99 

Best, Body Massage 
Swedish/Thia 

_by professional M or F 

massage therapist . 


Special 4 hands w! hot 
women, men, couples In/Out 


(617)783-7391 page 705-3972 


see our ad at www,BosPhoenix.com 








FOLLOW ME TO 
THE FUTURE 


www.waisite.com/joytultimes 


ESTELLE ANY" 


WORLD'S END! 
Over 100 bible prophecies! 
Order now and 
insomnia cure FREE! 
Send name/address + $3 to: 
Studio C Publishing 
601-3 Lasalle Building 
Suite S-922 
Chicago, IL 60605 
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HEROIN DETOX 


Proven 1-day treatment under anesthesia 
Safe. Effective. Confidential. 


1-888-2-NUTMEG 


website: www. 2nutmeg.com 
Nutmeg Intensive Rehab Center 
located in CT - 90 minutes from Boston 


33.Be as if 


LIFE’S LITTLE DECONSTRUCTION BOOK 
At bookstores now 











WORLD WIDE WEB SECRETS! 


Download Up To $100,000 in Software for FREE, 
PLUS 
Over 30 More Mind Boggling Secrets! 
Are You Confused About: 
@ Watching VIDEO or listening to AUDIO on the Web? 
®@ Mailing lists? @ New groups? @ The Internet in General? 
Get Unconfused! 


1-900-288-7888 Ext. 8553 


$2.99/min. 18+ Serv-U (619)645-8434 


ARE YOU USING 


COCAINE? 


Sara is looking for volunteers to participate in a study 
examining the effects of cocaine on the brain. If you are 
interested in receiving up to $200 compensation for help- 
ing to conduct this research, and a free confidential 
assessment and physical exam, please call Sara at 724- 
5782 and ask for the Cocaine Brain Study. 

[Please tell us you are responding to the Boston Phoenix 5 


Massachusetts General Hospital/Harvard Medical School 


“ Safe Sex - Get Paid ” ® 


As Seen On Oprah TV Show! 
MEN, 18-45 Yrs. To $1,000/wk. 
Instant Cash! Greater Boston Area. 
Married/Single @ All Races 


FREE “Biack Book” Offer! 


TOTAL PRIVACY ASSURED 
24 Hr. Private Info: 617-499-7760 
or safesexgetpaid.com 


IT’S ABOUT TIME!!! 


Professional Services at 
prices you can actually afford 


U-SAVE MOVERS 
617-625-8510 


“The Next Move Is Yours” 
Lic #16136 














Insured 











: at Brookline Place 
#2 Brookline Place ¢ Brookline, MA 02146 
617-232-9159 ¢ Fax 617-566-8020 
+ GODZILLA 1998 $13.99 
GODZILLA VS. MOTHRA, SON OF GODZILLA, 
and more from $10.99-$13.99 


$1 OFF ANY VIDEO PURCHASE WITH THIS AD 
Most Extensive Foreign, Alt. Lifestyle, and Animated Sections in Boston! 


INCREDIBLE EVENTS IN 1999! 
WHAT DIRECTION SHOULD YOU GO? 
TOP PSYCHICS WILL TELL YOU NOW! 

LIVE CONVERSATIONS! 


1-900-370-3734 Ext. 4104 


$3.99/Min. 18+ Serv-U (619)645-8434 


TALK TO MEN 
NATIONWIDE 


FREE 


617-494-5555 


TO PLACE YOUR AD ON THE MARQUEE PAGE, CALL WHITEY AT 425-2677 





Career Jobs 
“Golden Opportunity” 


NOW HIRING, NO EXP., PAID TRAINING 
Medical, Vacation & Pension 
UP TO $59K. $21.95 flatrate. 


® AIRLINE JOBS 
CALL 976-4100 


® RAILROAD JOBS 
CALL 976-2828 


® CRUISELINE JOBS 
Call 976-4747 


24 Hours, 7 days 


HAUL-ALL 
VOVERS 


you won't beat our prices & our services 
the best & the cheapest movers in town 
24 HOURS — 7 DAYS 


(781) 322-1679 


mention this ad and get $5.00 off 


Penis/Nipple Enlargement 


Professional Vacuum Pump/Instruction. 
Gain 1 to 3 inches. Permanent, safe. 
Enhance erection. Free brochures, 
Dr. Joel Kaplan 312-409-4030. 
me Molt im iede lero M_—laleide (ual 
info call 1-900-976-PUMP 
($2.95/min.) 











CHEAP VOICE MAIL 


Full Service. Unlimited. 
All Features. Local Phone Numbers. 


ALL BOXES ONLY $8.95 PER MONTH 


1-800-535-2738 
ext. 2701 


Signature Enterprises, inc. 
Earn $300 
Do you have painful and difficult relationships? 
Are you extremely moody or distrustful of others? 
Females between the ages of 18 and 40 are being 
sought for a paid medication study at Harvard 
Medical School. 
For more information, call 
Frances Frankenburg, M.D. at 617-855-3634 


GET 
CONNECTED 


Boston’s Best 


Private Connections Live Voice Personals 


550-FREE (3733) 


Call costs 10¢ per minute * 20¢ for the first 


Ladies Call FREE 
(617) 621-6000 
Men Call FREE 
(617) 621-0610 
Gay Men Call FREE 
(617) 621-7910 


Callers must be ever 18. PEM Telecommunic 24 he (S00) 711-(Me 


ALCOHOL RESEARCH STUDY 


The Boston University Addictive Behaviors Research 
Program is recruiting participants for a study on respons- 
es to alcohol. Participants must be social drinkers who 
are between the ages of 21 and 35, drink beer and have 
at least § drinks per week. The study is a single session 
that lasts approximately 3 hours. Participants will be 
compensated for their time and effort in the sum of 
$40.00 Please call 

617-353-0962 for more information. 





ONE NIGHT STAND! 


Owned & Operated by Women Seeking Casual Sex! 
You won't meet your wife with us but you will 
have one DAMN GOOD TIME! 


1-473-473-4360 


18+ LD 





"TS-Yo) WV) ion alel ca 


Ready to quit but afraid of painful withdrawal? 


5 Hour 


anesthesia-assisted 
Hospital locations in Boston, 


RAPID OPIATE DETOX 
—— Worcester & Maine 
Privacy & confidentiality protected 


The UniQual Network of Addiction Medicine 


1-508-620-5916 


AANA el allel er-] Metelaa! 


Sleep through painful withdrawal 


Post-detox medications 
control cravings 








Dakota 


Neon 








The New Dodge 


See The Friendly New England Dodge Dealer Near You 


ile ih 4 
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Sdays 3: ¢ 3 ne 
Tome (STOP ST tomer eaer: 


ahead to American Ballet Theatre's 

Boston visit; and in “State of the Art,” Peter . 

Keough talks with Mary Kay Place about aa ge ‘ 
the 15th-anniversary re-release of The Big eS © [ eS S b y Matt A Share 
Chill 

@ Plus, Lair du temps kicking off at Les 

Zygomates, L'incoronazione di Poppea at 

Harvard's Agassiz Theatre, Carmen 

Linares at Sanders Theatre, Bandon 33 at 

Ryles, Hildegard von Bingen’s Ordo virtu- 

tum at the Church of the Advent, add n to 

[x], Hovercraft, the New York Ska Jazz 

Ensemble, Uz Jsme Doma, Yo La Tengo, 

and Jad Fair all at the Middle East, Lor- 

raine Hunt at Jordan Hall, Bonfire Madi- 

gan at the Longy School, Edith Frost at 

T.T. the Bear's, the New Orleans Klezmer 

All Stars at Johnny D’s, Furslide at Bill's 

Bar, Cake at Avalon, and Cornelius at 

Axis. 


film g 


@ Peter Keough offers a per Tale m naleysi' 
original response to the re-rele of The 
Wizard of Oz 

@ In “Film Culture.” Gerald Peary talks 


aval-linilloate-t'4al-1 aan Qialdl ae ati i-le- tela’ 
JUa ' V LY 1D U Aa 


1ew book. Jacques Tourneur: 
Cinema of Nightfal/ 
mP The Waterboy. Belly. The Siege 


The 


f Tit- rh 
Free iibel RIViliG Ula LU ic 


Alarmict 1 Iehn CParranta o Vam 


BC 1 Clay isa convert.to David t 


Racing Demo: re Merrimack Reg 

@ And Anne Marie Donahue aisle-hops tc 

John Guare’s Four Baboons Adoring the 

Sun, at Boston Theatre Works, and the 
~ Gold Dust Orphans’ drag version of Rose- 

mary’s Baby 


@ Charles Taylor finds Stephen King’s Bag 
of Bones animated by the desire to shock 


but also by basic human feeling. 


MUSIC 14 
@ In “Cellars by Starlight,” Brett Milano 
talks with Letters-to Cleo about the release 
of their old demo tape Sister and life after 
ay-Vie}eatle)=1(010) 08 
_ Matt Ashare says 1965 finds the Afghan 
Whigs discovering a little light at the end of 
the tunnel. ; 
@ Franklin Soults explains why techno vet- 
eran Jack Dangers (of Meat Beat Mani- 
festo) and Philadelphia DJ Josh Wink are 
teaming up for a show at Axis. 
@ Lloyd Schwartz weighs in on Mahler's 
Das Lied von der Erde at the BSO, plus 
the Boston Baroque production of Der 
Stein der Weisen, and pianist Andrew 
Rangell. 
@ Mark Woodlief discovers what life in 
America is like for Gomez, whose Bring It 
On won the British equivalent of a Grammy. 
@ And in “Live and on Record,” more con- he, 
cert reports: Matt Ashare on Built To Spill lh ‘ 
and 764-HERO at the Middle East, Carly J / 
Carioli on Rob Zombie at the Palladium, 
and Ed Hazell on Dave Holland at the 
Regattabar 


Jewish Fest 
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NIGHTCLUBS 
oh Karma 


~ 
uw 
, S s 9 Lansdowne St. 421-9595 
%, , Tonight! Thursday, 11/5, join in the celebration 
e) 
? 
ad 
wp y 


of the One Year Anniversary of Groove Factory 
with DJ Bruno mixing hip-hop and NY house 
There'll be a very special appearance by DJ 
Res-One, spreading a unique set of flava! All 
you honeys and hotties out there, come and 
indulge yourselves in a night of real music and 
real Karma. Also, don't forget your weekly 
Sessionz every Wednesday, with your host Al 
Fougy of Phuturistic Bluez and resident DJs 
plus guest junglists. Keep your eyes peeled for 
complimentary movie passes to the premiere of 
velvet goldmine 


Bill’s Bar 


5.5 Lansdowne St. 421-9595 
Phatt Tuesdays with DJ Chaos spinning the 
coolest old skool hip-hop, funk and soul. Also 
on Thursdays, swing your way into Bill’s for 
Swank, with live swing bands and the sounds of 
retro dance music by DJ Brother Cleve. Be cre 
ative with your dress. Must be 21 and older 
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Axis 
13 Lansdowne St. 262-2437 
Hey everybody, on Thursday, 11/5, you must 
make it to Axis for a slamming set from DJ Bad 
Boy Bill. He'll be bringing all the hard Chicago 
house to Beantown. Don’t miss out on the 
fastest mixing hands in America. Brought to you 
by Camel and Axis. Must be 21 and older 


Avalon 
15 Lansdowne St. 262-2424 


On Friday, 11/13, enter Avaland for the ultimate 
time of your night life: Featuring the well-known, 
DJs Farley and Heller, as they take you back to 
islam Oligo mo )\.o nO) MO) Qalelihiom <a comet malas) 
peeled for complimentary movie passes to the 
premiere of velvet goldmine 
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Jake lvory’s 
1 Lansdowne St. 247-1222 


On Saturday, 11/6, Camel and Jake Ivory’s pre- 
sent Boston's original all-live all-request dueling 
piano show and sing-a-long. Give a challenging 
request, and you will be amazed. These piano 
players know all your favs from’ ‘50s to the 
‘90s. Must be 21 and older 


Mama Kin / Music Hall 


36 Lansdowne St. 536-2100 
On Saturday, 11/14, Mama Kin and Camel will 
be featuring Corey Glover (formerly of Living 
Color). His vocals will captivate you, and his 
band performance will have a hold of you 
throughout the night. Check it out. Must be 21 
and older 


Aria 
246 Tremont St. 338-7080 
Make an unforgettable entrance to Aria, in the 
\ theater district, for a taste of Europe. Every 
2 Tuesday night is Underground Paris. Also, 
9 (Mm every Wednesday check out Greek Night, an all 
| oO Greek traditional evening you will appreciate 
% Go? Keep your eyes peeled for complimentary movie 
n > passes to the premiere of velvet goldmine. 
eA — 
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a Big Easy 
‘ 1 Boylston Pl. 351-700 
Big Easy and Camel invite you to their new 
Wednesday nights - CITY. The night features DJ 
Andre Rossi from Boston Beat, and Tim Ryan 


SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Quitting Smoking \ aches pwalbioasten ed poghay se Shepetaral 
Now Greatly Reduces Serious Risks to Your Health. | 
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CAMEL LIGHTS \ 


11 mg. “tar”, 0.9 mg. nicotine av. per cigarette by FTC method. 
\ 
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ays a week 


edited by Carly Carioli 


Merchant 


Natalie Merchant, December 12 at the Orpheum Theatre: on sale Saturday 
at 11 a.m., call 423-NEXT. 


Neil Finn and Dave Dobbyn, November 6 at Karma Club: call 421-9595. 
Kiss, November 13 at the FleetCenter: call 931-2000. 


Sevendust, Clutch, Stuck Mojo, and Ultraspank, November 15 at the 
Palladium, Worcester: call 423-NEXT. 


Lydia Lunch, November 16 at the Middle East: call 864-EAST. 

Tori Amos, November 17 at Tsongas Arena, Lowell: call 931-2000. 
The Flys and Janus Stark, November 21 at Bill's Bar: call 931-2000. 
Junior Brown, November 21 at Johnny D's: call 776-2004. 


Sick of It All, Ensign, Vision, and Ten Yard Fight, November 28 at St. John's 
Gym, Clinton: call (800) 477-6849. 


Jon Spencer Biues Explosion, December 8 at Avalon: call 423-NEXT. 


Outkast, Black Eyed Peas, and Melky Sedek, December 8 at the Palladium, 
Worcester: call (800) 477-6849. 


Reverend Horton Heat, the Amazing Crowns, and Flat Duo Jets, December 
9 at the Roxy: call 931-2000 


Helium, December 11 at the Paradise: call 423-NEXT. 


The Christmas Revels, December 11 through 27 at Sanders Theatre: 
call 931-2000. 


Boston Pops Holiday Series, December 15 through 31 at Symphony Hall: 
call 266-1200. 


Dropkick Murphys, Showcase Showdown, Ducky Boys, and 30 Seconds 
over Tokyo, December 31 at St. John’s Gym, Clinton: call (800) 477-6849. 


COPYRIGHT © 1998 BY THE BOSTON PHOENIX INC 


REPRODUCTION WITHOUT PERMISSION, BY ANY METHOD WHATSOEVER, |S PROHIBITED. 


THURSDAY 5 
FRANCOPHILE. The sixth 
annual Vair du temps French- 
language music festival kicks off 
tonight with a gala at Les 
Zygomates, at 129 South Street 
The festival runs through 
November 14, including 
performances this week by 
Brittany’s Dremmwel (making the 
rounds on their first US tour) on 
Sunday at the Museum of Our 
National Heritage, 33 Marrett 
Road in Lexington (781-862- 
7837); a cabaret with Jean-Marie 
Hummel and Liselotte Hamm on 
Monday at the French Library, 53 
Marlborough Street; Bertrand 
Laurence and Gabriel Yacoub on 
Tuesday at Johnny D’s, 17 Holland 
Street in Somerville (776-2004); 
and Chris Combette on Wednesday 
at Scullers, 400 Soldiers Field Road 
in Allston (783-0090), Call 287- 
7569, or 247-4112, for a full 
festival rundown. 

OPERA. Here’s the plot: the head 
of state has a wife, but he falls hard 
for a pretty young thing — so hard 
that he considers divorcing the 
missus and installing the mistress in 
her place. Gotta be the new Bill 
Clinton opera, right? Actually it’s 
350 years old, and the story it tells 
goes back almost two millennia. 
Monteverdi's L’incoronazione di 
Poppea (“The Coronation of 
Poppea”) describes how the fur 
flew when Roman emperor Nero 
decided to replace wife Ottavia with 
mistress Poppea — think of it as 
the original of Dallas. It’s getting a 
rare production, in English, from 
the Harvard University Early Music 
Society at the Agassiz Theatre in 
Radcliffe Yard. Performances are 
Thursday through Saturday at 8 


ALL WEEK: Facing History and 


p.m., this weekend and next. 
Tickets are $8 and $12, $5 and $8 


for students and seniors; call 496- 


FRIDAY 6 


FILAA. Current headlines blur with 
big-budget moviemaking in The 
Siege (Cheri, Fresh Pond, Circle, 
suburbs), Edward (Glory) Zwick’s 
political thriller in which martial law 
is declared in New York City 
following terrorist attacks. Terror 
on a smaller scale is featured in The 
Alarmist (Kendall Square, 
suburbs), in which Stanley Tucci 
and David Arquette sell home- 
security systems and then some in 
this comedy thriller from first-time 
director Evan Dunsky. The terror of 
being newly single in Manhattan 
reverberates through Living Out 
Loud (Copley Place, Harvard 
Square, Circle, suburbs), in which 
Holly Hunter must learn 
independence when her husband 
leaves her. The terror of another 
SNL alumnus'’s return to the big 
screen awaits you in The Waterboy 
(Cheri, Fresh Pond, Chestnut Hill, 
suburbs), which stars Adam 
Sandler as a modern-day Gunga 
Din fetching refreshment for a 
football team until his unusual skills 
are discovered. The specter of glam 
rock haunts us anew in Todd 
Haynes's Velvet Goldmine 
(Nickelodeon, Harvard Square), a 
dense and tuneful deconstruction of 
rock and roll’s lipstick heyday. The 
terrors of 60s rock, and Reagan- 
era aging and mediocrity, return 
with the 15th-anniversary re-release 
of The Big Chill (Nickelodeon, 
Kendall Square, suburbs), 


Ourselves — a national educational 
foundation engaging students in an 
examination of racism, prejudice, 
and anti-Semitism — presents two 
intriguing exhibits at the Boston 


Public Library this month. 


“Choosing To Participate: Facing 
History and Ourselves” is a series 
of three vignettes focusing “on 


everyday choices that have 


extraordinary consequences,” 
including a look at the integration 
of Central High School in Little 





Rock in 1957 and a series of hate 


crimes in Montana in 1993. A 


Lawrence Kasdan’s chatty classic of 
former hippies whining about the 
meaning of it all following a pal’s 
suicide. But for real terror you can’t 
beat the twister, flying monkeys, 
and genial nightmarishness of The 
Wizard of Oz (Copley Place, Fresh 
Pond, West Newton, suburbs), 
which sets Judy, Bert, Jack, and Ray 
back on the Yellow Brick Road just 
in time for the holidays. All of which 
should put you in the mood for the 


terror Ol 


creeping capitalism as 
cheerily represented by The 
World’s Best TV Ads (Museum ol 
Fine Arts) 

WORLD. In Spain, the great 
flamenco singers are the equivalent 
of our great blues singers: 
powerful, tough-voiced testifiers. 
Advance word on Carmen Linares 
puts her in the company of the 
greats. On disc, she has operatic 
power and bluesy Arabic 
expressivity. Linares, with a five- 
piece accompaniment, makes her 
Boston debut by singing “Ancient 
Popular Songs,” a collection first 
put together in 1931 by the poet 
Federico Garcia Lorca. That’s at 
Sanders Theatre, 45 Quincy Street 
in Harvard Square. Tickets are $22 
and $28. Call 876-4275 

JAZZ. Pianist/composer Eda 
Tancredi’s 13-piece Band6én 33 
feature all manner of Afro-Latin 
flavors — from the leader’s native 
Uruguay to Brazil and Cuba. 
Expect hard-swinging jazz full of 
fleet playing and driving dance 
grooves when Bandon 33 celebrate 
the release of Latin Spell 
(Brownstone) at Ryles. The.show 
starts at 9, and tickets are $9. Ryles 
is at 212 Hampshire Street in 
Inman Square. Call 876-9330. 
HILDEGARD. If Monteverdi 
Continued on page 4 


companion photography exhibit, “Rescuers of the Holocaust: Portraits by Gay Block,” pays 
tribute to the ordinary citizens who risked their lives to save victims of Nazi persecution. 
Related events include “Making a Difference,” a concurrent film series at the BPL that 
continues Monday at 6 p.m. with Weapons of the Spirit, a documentary profiling a French 
town whose citizens rescued 5000 Jews during the Holocaust. And on Sunday at 2:30 p.m., 
Walter Robinson presents highlights from his gospel folk opera Look What a Wonder, which 
is based on an 1822 uprising in South Carolina led by a minister and former slave. The 
exhibits, which run through December 19, and events are all free and open to the public. 
The BPL is at 666 Boylston Street in Copley Square. Call 735-1638. 
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road tripping 


The Donnas — no longer teenagers but still 
chock full of teen spirit — make their big- 
screen debut as the prom band in the 


upcoming flick Jawbreaker (starring Marilyn 


a cover of Alice Cooper's “School's Out” on 
Rhino's /n Their Eyes comp; a tribute to 
Nashville Pussy bassist Corey Parks entitled 
“Danger Zone” on an upcoming single; and 
an album by their metal alter ego the 
Electrocutes in the works. The gals headline 
Lookout’s CMJ showcase — also featuring 
the Smugglers, the Hi-Fives, and the 
Crumbs — when it pops north to T.T. the 
Bear's Place (492-BEAR) in Cambridge on 


November 6. The Donnas and Hi-Fives 


= a ni 





Manson gal pal Rose McGowan). They've got 


continue on to the Elvis Room (603-436- 
9189) in Portsmouth on the 11th, as well as 
the Met Café (401-861-2142) in Providence 
on the 12th. Also competing for your teenage 
punk-rock dollar on November 6 are MxPx 
— heirs to the Green Day legacy of good- 
timy, radio-friendly power pop — at the 
Palladium (508-797-9696) in Worcester. You 
catch ‘em the day before at the Met Café with 
underage sensations the Get Up Kids, whose 
recordings for the Doghouse label reveal 
them to be amiable Weezer-loving pop 
romantics. The Kids then move on to headline 
a superb bill on November 8 with Gameface, 
the Shyness Clinic, Sarge, and Garrison at 
the Middle East (864-EAST) in Cambridge 





More all-ages mayhem can be found on 
November TK at St. John's Gym (800-477- 
6849) in Clinton, where allegedly legendary 
inferno-industro-anarcho-punx Neurosis 
headline a Relapse Records marathon with 
dada-ist math thrashers Converge, skater- 
bailout heroes Unsane, grindcore luminaries 
Brutal Truth, and buzzed-about newcomers 
Dillinger Escape Plan, whose 13-minute EP 


has set our dogs to eating each other. Ina 





Continued from page 3 

seems like early music, consider 
German abbess Hildegard von 
Bingen, whose 900th birthday 
we're celebrating this year. Her 
masterwork, the morality 
play/music drama Ordo virtutum 
(“The Play of the Virtues”), is here 
courtesy of its leading exponents, 
the medieval-music ensemble 
Sequentia, and at press time there 
were still some tickets remaining 
for this unique spectacle. That’s at 
8 p.m. tonight and tomorrow at the 
Church of the Advent, at the corner 
of Brimmer and Mt. Vernon Street 
in Beacon Hill. Tickets are $18, 
$30, and $42. Call 661-1812. 


SATURDAY 7 
FILA. “Lesbian & Gay 
November” at the Harvard Film 
Archive offers two classics 
separated by 60 years this evening. 
Supplementing his new Velvet 
Goldmine is Todd Haynes's Poison 
(1991), an ambitious triptych of 
gender roles and sexual choices 
that includes a fairy tale of child 
abuse, an AIDS allegory in the 
disguise of a ’50s sci-fi takeoff, and 
a gaudy version of Jean Genet’s 
The Miracle of the Roses. It screens 
tonight at 9 p.m. and Sunday at 7 
p.m. Paired with it is German 
director Leontine Sagan's 
controversial Madchen in 
Uniform (1931), a story of 
forbidden desire and repression set 
in a girls’ boarding school. It 
screens tonight at 7 p.m. and 
Sunday at 9 p.m. The Harvard Film 
Archive is in the Carpenter Center, 
24 Quincy Street in Harvard 
Square; call 495-4700. 
FOLK. Plenty of folkie and/or 
female singer/songwriter types are 
leaning the “Sarah New Age” way. 
The bunch at the “Great Women’s 
Voices” concert go for hard-edged 
humor and bluesy delivery. They 
include Boston fave Faith Soloway, 
Mica Richards, Jess Klein, Trina 
Hamlin, June Rich, Lori 
McKenna, Rose Polenzani, and 
Coleen Sexton. That’s at the 
Somerville Theatre, 55 Davis 
Square, at 7 p.m. Tickets are $16 
in advance, $17 day of. Call 628- 
3390. 
LORRAINE. Lorraine Hunt, that 
is. Peerless soprano. Need we say 
more? The lucky ones will be 
heading to Jordan Hall, 30 
Gainsborough Street, at 8 tonight 
to hear her recital. Tickets are $35 
to $42. Call 482-6661. 
KLEZAMAER.. The New Orleans 
Klezmer All Stars boast a mix of 
Eastern European leg-breaking 











meters and New Orleans second- 
line shuffle. What we actually hear 
on their The Big Kibosh 
(Shanachie) is pretty straight 
klezmer, with only one track of 
explicit Crescent City parade 
rhythms. But this is sharp 
instrumental music by any 
measure, leaning hard into jazz, at 
times getting intoxicatingly loose 
with electric guitar, and showing 
affecting emotional depth on the 
long-limbed lament “Klip Klop.” 
They'll be at Johnny D’s, 17 
Holland Street in Davis Square. 
Call 776-2004. 


SUNDAY 8 

HIP-HOP. Stepping up to the 
Herculean challenge of providing 
Boston audiences with 
underground hip-hop is the local 
label Brick Records, which 
celebrates the release of its latest 
12-inch — “Incinerator,” by 


SATURDAY: Two much loved indie-rock songstresses 
come to town this evening, and there’s no reason you 
shouldn't be able to catch both shows. First, at 8 
p.m., it’s a CD-release party for From the Burnpile, 
the new Bonfire Madigan CD, a co-release by the 
local Villa-Villakula and Olympia’s Kill Rock Stars 
label. Bonfire Madigan is essentially Madigan Shive 
(in photo), a San Francisco-based 23-year-old 
baroque folk-punk cellist who used to be a member of 
Seattie’s Tattle Tale and now has her own back-up 
band. That's at the Longy School of Music, 27 Garden 
Street in Cambridge, and it’s all-ages. Call 629-4727 
for more information. After that, head over to T.T. the 
Bear’s Place, 10 Brookline Street in Central Square, 
where Chicago-by-way-of-New-York singer/songwriter 
Edith Frost headlines a show that also features 
Archer Prewitt and Sam Prekop of the Sea and Cake, 
plus locals Wheat. Call 492-BEAR. 





Cambridge native Virtuoso — at 
the Middle East upstairs tonight. 
Virtuoso and stablemates Seven L 
& Esoteric, Mr. Lif, and 
Skitzofrenics — known collectively 
as the Rebel Alliance — will be 
grabbing the mike in an evening of 
straight-up hip-hop that also 
features the like-minded 
Philadelphia group Jedi Mind 
Tricks. Expect rapid-fire flow, ill 
turntable maneuvers, and serious 
beats from the Rebel Alliance crew, 
who just came off a summer-long 
European tour. Tickets are $7 
before 11 p.m. and $9 after. The 
Middle East is at 472 Mass Ave in 
Central Square. Call 864-EAST. 
WORLD. Consider it the best of 
both worlds: “Dos Alas/Two 
Wings” celebrates the musics of 
Cuba and Puerto Rico as “two 
wings of the same bird.” That 
means deep, Afrocentric 
roots music and dance 
from two of the best 


















weird pairing, down-to- 
earth pop-punkers 
Samiam open for out-of- 
this-world space-pop 
dreamers Swervedriver 
at the Middle East on 
November 7; 
Swervedriver move on to 
the Met Café the 
following night. 

It's also a big week for punk rock from the 
Great Northwest. Kill Rock Stars publicist 
Maggie Vail brings her band the Bangs — 
think of a cross between the aforementioned 
Donnas and Sleater-Kinney — to the Lizard 
Lounge (547-0759) in Cambridge on 
November 7 along with Sub Pop's high- 
octane garage punks the Murder City Devils. 
The Bangs are also playing a sorority house 
on the Wellesley College campus (781-283- 


4851) on November 9. You'll have to go to 
Northampton, though, to catch Calvin 
Johnson's Dub Narcotic Sound System, 
who are at Smith College's Davis Ballroom 
(413-585-4977) on November 8 with D+ and 
ICU; same goes for dyke-punk rowdies Tribe 
8, who are at Pearl Street (413-584-0610) on 
November 12. 

She's not a teenager, though early this 
year she released an EP of classic '60s girl- 
group covers from the Phil Spector teen- 
symphony repertoire. She's not from the 
Northwest, though we suspect she occupies a 
ton of record-shelf space up there. But former 
Velvet Underground drummer Moe Tucker, 
who's recently covered the Velvets on a self- 
released EP, pops up at the Iron Horse (413- 
584-0610) in Northampton on November 9, 


as well as at T.T.'s on the 10th. 
—cCC 








FRIDAY: Placing somewhere very near the top of the class 
of a new school of prog-rock graduates, the London trio 
add n to [x] — pictured at left — specialize in doing things 
to Moog synths that were never meant to be done. Their 
Mute debut, On the Wires of Our Nerves, makes reference 
to all the usual prog suspects, from the trance-funkisms of 
Can to the machine noise of Throbbing Gristle to the 
robotronic pop of Kraftwerk. Their first ever US tour brings 
them to the Middle East tonight with labeimates 
Hovercraft, an art-rock outfit whose multimedia live shows 
(i.e., music plus film projections) are more fun than their 
lackluster, going-nowhere-siowly discs. Oh, and 
Hovercraft’s bass player is married to Eddie Vedder. (Don’t 
be surprised if you see him around town tonight either. Our 
lips are sealed.) The Middle East is at 480 Mass Ave in 
Central Square. Call 864-EAST. 


exponents of their respective 
genres: Grupo AfroCuba de 
Matanzas (the city of Matanzas 
being as important to traditional 
Cuban rhumba as the Mississippi 
Delta is to the blues) and Los 
Hermanos Cepeda, a troupe 
descended from the Cepeda family, 
royalty in the world of Puerto Rican 
bomba. That’s tonight at 7:30 p.m. 
at Sanders Theatre, 45 Quincy 
Street in Harvard Square. Tickets 
are $25 and $20. Call 876-4275. 


MONDAY 9 


FILA. If Velvet Goldmine doesn’t 
satisfy your appetite for period 
sparkle, platform shoes, and 
decadent rock, this twin bill 
featuring king of glam David Bowie 
will take you back to the source. In 
Nicolas Roeg’s eerily visionary if 
slow-moving The Man Who Fell 
to Earth (1976), Bowie is typecast 
as an alien who has taken on the 
guise of corporate honcho in order 
to export water to his parched 
planet. Rip Torn, Candy Clark, and 
Buck Henry co-star. It screens 


today and tomorrow at 3 and 7:30. 
Ever so slightly more down-to- 
earth is Ziggy Stardust and the 
Spiders from Mars (1983), D.A. 
Pennebaker’s documentary of the 
last live performance by Bowie's 
flamboyant titular persona and 
band. It screens today and 
tomorrow at 5:40 and 10. See them 
both at the Brattle Theatre, 40 
Brattle Street in Harvard Square. 
Call 876-6837. 

GUYS. Rumor had it that they 
were thinking of calling it the 
“Frasier Fair,” as in Lilith’s 
husband from Cheers. Instead, the 
all-boy tour featuring Toad the Wet 
Sprocket’s Glen Phillips, X’s John 
Doe, Steve Poltz, and Pete Droge 
is simply being billed as “A Special 
Acoustic Evening With...” It’s 
tonight at the Paradise, 967 Comm 
Ave in Boston. Call 423-NEXT. 
POP. The first signing to Nellee 
Hooper’s new Virgin imprint 
Meanwhile . . . isn’t quite what you 
might expect from the producer 
most closely associated with the 
British group Massive Attack. No, 
Furslide are a much more 







































straightforward rock/pop affair 
fronted by a tough, guitar- 
slinging woman by the name of 
Jennifer Turner. The trio’s 
debut, Adventure, appeared a 
month ago, and having just 
come off an opening slot on the 
Lenny Kravitz tour, the band 
are supporting it with a tour that 
hits Bill’s Bar, 5 Lansdowne 
Street, tonight. Call 421-9678. 


TUESDAY 10 

POP. Those funky white 
Sacramento boys who scored 
a big ol’ hit in 96 with “The 
Distance” are back and 
trying, as the title of their new 
album suggests, to prolong 
the magic. Indeed, one of the 
catchiest numbers on Cake’s 
new Prolonging the Magic is 
another driving ‘toon — 
“Satan Is My Motor.” They'll 
demonstrate tonight at 
Avalon, 15 Lansdowne Street, 
where the excellent 
Colombian rock band Bloque 
will open. It’s an 18-plus, 8 
p.m. show; call 423-NEXT 
for tickets. 


WEDNESDAY 11 


CZECH. Checkered-cool two- 
tone cats the New York Ska 
Jazz Ensemble meet 
Czechered-cool guys Uz Jsme 
Doma downstairs at the 
Middle East. The Ska Jazz guys 
really live up to both their 
names — loose rude grooves 
and heady improvs. Uz Jsme 
Doma (“oozh smay doughma,” 
we're informed) are long-time 
Czech legends — a kind of 
Zappa-mects-new-wave-meets- 
the-Tubes. The Middle East is 
at 480 Mass Ave in Central 
Square. Call 497-0576. 


THURSDAY 12 


INDIE. Even though it doesn’t 
really sound as if too much time 
had gone into composing the 
tunes on the new Strange But 
True, a collaboration between 
indie-rock veterans Yo La 
Tengo and indie-rock old timer 
Jad Fair, the album was at least 
two years in the making. That 
might be the strangest truth 
about the CD, which is basically 
a forum for some Yo La 


jamming and Fair free- 
associating. Now that the disc is 
out, Yo La Tengo are joining 
Fair on a tour that arrives 
downstairs at the Middle East 
tonight. That’s at 480 Mass Ave 
in Central Square. Call 864- 
EAST. 


AND BEYOND 
BENEFIT. Patrick Francis 
Murphy, — founder of For 
the Love of Life, an 
organization that grants 
wishes to improve the lives of 
those living with HIV/AIDS 
— hoped that his 
organization’s second annual 
fall benefit auction, “Gallery of 
Dreams,” would “remind the 
community that the battle is 
not over yet.” Murphy passed 
away October 9 from AIDS- 
related complications, but the 
show goes on and will now 
double as a celebration of his 
life and efforts. The auction 
takes place next Friday, 
November 13, at 8 p.m. at the 
World Trade Center. Tickets 
are $35; call 424-8200. 





TUESDAY: In Japan, we’ve been told, Cornelius (in photo) is a bona fide pop idol, 
a guy who can’t walk down the street without drawing a crowd of screaming 
teens. Here in the US, however, his Fantasma (Matador), a cut-and-paste 
homegrown electronic album that segues back and forth between breakbeats 
and indie pop with plenty of sampled TV dialogue in between, has appealed to a 
more rarefied crowd of pomo popsters. So it ought to be as interesting to see 
who turns up at his show tonight at Axis as it will be to hear how he re-creates 
Fantasma’s tunes live. Opening the show are Natural Calamity, another Japanese 
import, whose American debut, Peach Head, is out on the Dust Brothers’ 
Nickelbag label. Axis is at 13 Lansdowne Street. Call 931-2000 for tickets. 
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State of the art 


Chilled out 


ifteen years later, the chill goes on. 

In 1983 Lawrence Kasdan’s The 
Big Chill was an unlikely hit, an 
ensemble piece about compromised ex- 
hippies getting together for a friend's 
funeral, there to 
complain about lost 
ideals, mortality, the 
state of popular music, 
and the way everybody 
is complaining. 

Starring then-rising 

actors like William 
Hurt, Jeff Goldblum, 
Kevin Kline, Glenn 
Close, and Mary Kay 
Place, the film owed 
not a little of its 
success to John Sayles’s funkier 
prototype The Return of the Secaucus 
Seven, to a non-stop soundtrack of 
heavily nostalgic Motown, and to a 
gencration’s immersion in self- 
reflection — to, the uncharitable might 
say, narcissism and self-pity. It raked in 
$30 million during its first year of 
release, and its title became a cultural 
buzzword. Now it’s being re-released. 
Has this parable about aging youth 
aged well itself? 
whose Meg, a disillusioned 





Place 
corporate lawyer desperate to get 
pregnant, takes advantage of the 
impromptu get-together to seck out a 
likely sperm donor — believes the film 
has a perennial appeal. “I think there 
are two things about the movie that 
have made people respond in the first 
place, and this is sort of based on 
people stopping me in the street to this 
day and talking about it. The first thing 
is the sense of community that it invites 
— people seem to have had the group 
of friends, in college, or at some point, 
that they feel are like the group of 
friends in The Big Chill. | think for 
many people, college is the first time 
when they're sort of out of their own 
family unit and they create another kind 
of a family with peers — with friends. 
That's sort of universal; | think we all 
kind of yearn for community. 

“And then, number two, I think we’ve 


all experienced an idealistic dream 
about something, whether it’s writing a 
novel or a relationship or what 
parenthood would be like, and the 


reality of it is a very different story. And 





so the acknowledgment of the 


difference between the fantasy dream 
and the reality is a big chill!” 

For Place, a chill set in shortly after 
making the movie. “I had been working 
really hard the previous 12 years. And 
so I sort of took my foot off the gas 
pedal. | was ready for a still and quict 
phase in my life. | was fricd to a crispy 
little critter by the time that movie came 
out. And so I went into the least active 
portion of my carcer, because | needed 
to refill the well. In a big way. | was just 
spent.” 

Place has recently been drawing from 
the well again, with fine performances 
in Citizen Ruth, Manny & Lo, Pecker, 
and the upcoming Being Jolin 
Malkovich. Meanwhile, her fellow cast 
members, like their fictional 
counterparts, have been pursuing their 
own ambitions and drifting apart. 

“Immediately afterward we were all 
getting together all the time, but as, you 
know, our lives — we all live on 
different coasts — and families, and 
just the way, you know, things go, we're 
just not — I guess Kevin [Kline] is the 
one that | see most consistently.” 

The father of Meg’s child? 

“Right,” Place says, laughing. “It was 
a grand gesture, but | don’t know that it 
really took.” 

The Big Chill opens this Friday, 
November 6, at the Kendall Square. 
— Peter Keough 





flicks 
ina 
flash 


Compiled by 
Nicholas 


Variety’s Top 10 
for the weekend 
ending 0/00/98 


1. John Carpenter’s Vampires 


2 Pleasantville 


4 


D> 
S 


Patterson 3 Practical Magic > & 
a 5 Bride of Chucky > 
rave review, _ 
a gem; 6 Rush Hour eX) EY) 
7 Beloved @ wk 
A : 
mixed 
response . ‘ 
crap shoot; 8 Soldier ez) RY) 


AL 


turkey 
10 Apt Pupil 


9 What Dreams May Come 


% 


BOSTON BOSTON BOSTON 
PHOENIX GLOBE HERALD TIMES 


A ® 


* *- @ * @ 


ge 
a 


i 


e-/) 


NY 


PEOPLE TIME 


A ® 


> 
q 
» 


g 


Sy 


g 


a 


0 


A) 


> » + >» >» & EG 


9 
5% 


NEW VILLAGE LA NEW 

NEWSWK YORKER VOICE TIMES YORK 
Ey) 

xk & &) &) ® 


Py 
Pp 


© 


> + te & » 








video 
clips 


IN STORES NOW 





*& * & LES MISERABLES (Columbia TriStar). Bille 
August's solid adaptation of the Victor Hugo novel stars 
Liam Neeson as a fierce Jean Valjean, who finds doing 
good a constant struggle that never goes unpunished 
Geoffrey Rush humanizes the implacable Inspector 
Javert; as Fantine, Uma Thurman gets to expire 
glamorously; and Fantine’s daughter, Cosette, who 
becomes Valjean's ward, is played nicely by Claire Danes 
as a rebellious teen. August's film won't make you forget 
the musical or the many previous movie versions, but a 
stirring new version of Hugo's tale of social justice is 
always welcome 


* * %& WILD MAN BLUES (Warner). Watching Soon-Yi 
Previn get the upper hand with new husband Woody 
Allen is one of the pleasures in Barbara Kopple's 
entertaining if not especially hard-hitting new 
documentary about Allen's 18-city 1996 tour of Europe 
with his Dixieland-jazz band. The title is a misnomer — 
Woody comes across as a decent, humble, funny guy 
with a passion for music. And the concert footage is 
surprisingly entertaining, as Allen and his cohort find 
new wrinkles in old chestnuts like the title Louis 
Armstrong number. 


%* * 1/2 GODZILLA (Columbia TriStar). The new Godzilla 
is the ideal "90s movie icon — smart, streamlined, 
openly emotional, androgynous, and bigger than the 
Titanic. Like the original, he's the mutant product of 
radioactive fallout from nuclear testing in the South 
Pacific, but he moves in on Manhattan, not Tokyo, in 
search of sustenance and a place to raise a family. And 
he's a lot more interesting than his human antagonists 
— biologist Nick Tatopoulos (Matthew Broderick), plucky 
TV journalist Audrey (Maria Pitillo), reckless cameraman 
Animal (Hank Azaria), and mysterious French commando 
Philippe (Jean Reno). The plot and the characters and the 
acting aren't much, but when it comes to special effects, 
Emmerich's destructothon will have you singing, “We're 
off to see the lizard!” 
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INDIAN TERPSICHORE: One of India’s leading classical dancers in the 1950s, 
Chandralekha gave up performing after only 10 years in order to question “function, 
structure, principals, and concepts.” Turns out it paid off. Since her 1985 re-emergence 
as a choreographer, she’s become internationally known for bridging the gap between 
traditional Indian dance and contemporary movement. She and her group of seven 
dancers, Chandrailekha and Company (in photo), will give the US premiere of her latest 
work, RAGA — In Search of Femininity, under the auspices of Dance Umbrella at Suffolk’s 
C. Walsh Theatre, 55 Temple Street, Boston, from November 13 through 15. Tickets are 
$23 to $30. Call 824-8000. 





TALKING RACE: Not to be confused with the ART’s three-year “The Arts and Civic 
Dialogue” brouhaha is the Cambridge Multicultural Arts Center’s three-year initiative called “The Arts and Dialogues on 
Race,” the latest installment of which, entitled “The Latina Woman Speaks,” will be presented on November 21. A 
professor of anthropology and the recipient of a MacArthur genius grant, Ruth Behar joins NEA fellowship winner Pat 
Mora for a reading of their works; that'll be followed by a panel discussion on compelling racial issues faced by Latina 
women. Also included is “Where Do I Fit In?”, a multimedia exhibit by Isa Elke Dean that “examines her multiracial 








RETURN TO THE VALLEY OF THE GRRARLS: Details still aren’t forthcoming about just what drove singer/guitarist Kaia 
Wilson to leave Team Dresch — who made a couple of the loudest, out-est, most emotionally affecting albums of the 
pre-Sleater-Kinney riot grrri era — a few years back. But after a string of self-consciously insular, quiet solo albums, 
Kaia’s finally gone and done the one thing that’ll make us quit asking questions: she’s formed a new band, the Butchies, 
who rock as hard, as out, and as fun as Team Dresch. The Butchies have a debut, Are We Not Femme?, out on Mr. Lady, 
the North Carolina label run by Wilson and her girlfriend, Tammy Rae Carland. And they headline a grrri-centric bill at the 
Middle East on November 22 with Star Ghost Dog, B.J. Snowden, Victory at Sea’s Mona Eliot, and others too numerous to 


list. Call 864-EAST. 


- 


. Chandralekha 


identity and questions why some people find her ‘not black enough’ and others find her ‘not white enough.’ ” The program 
is free, from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the CMAC, 41 Second Street in Cambridge. Call 577-1400. 


next weekend 
American Ballet Theatre 


Saale Ballet Theatre is one of the 
grandes dames in the field of classical 
ballet. World-class dancers vie for positions in 
this New York City-based company; top 
choreographers leap at the opportunity to 
create new works on those exceptional artists. 
In comparison with its counterparts in Paris, 
St. Petersburg, and Moscow, the 58-year-old 
ABT is the baby of major ballet companies. 
But fortified with true American spirit and 
enterprise — and, yes, some imported 
dancers — this company ranks with the best. 
And these days, Boston is in ABT’s good 
graces: next weekend the company is 
coming to the Wang Center as part of the 
BankBoston Celebrity Series, its second visit 
in as many years. (Before that Boston had 
not seen ABT since 1984.) The varicd menu 
will include pas de deux from Swan Lake, 
Le Corsaire, and Romeo and Juliet, plus 
Clark Tippet’s Bruch Violin Concerto #1. 
Topping off the program is Jerome 
Robbins’s Fancy Free, which was first set on 
ABT (then called Ballet Theatre) in 1944. 





Since Robbins, who passed away this 
summer, would become identified with New 
York City Ballet, Fancy Free (with a score by 
Leonard Bernstein) proved to be a 
serendipitous souvenir of his tenure at Ballet 
Theatre. This lighthearted romp depicting 
three sailors on shore Icave is a gem of a 
bauble: ABT artistic director Kevin 
MacKenzie calls it “a work of sheer genius.” 
MacKenzie, who performed with ABT as 
a principal dancer for many years, 
continues the company’s tradition of 
presenting full-length classical ballcts as 
well as contemporary (often ploticss, or 
abstract) works. Neither aspect of this 
repertoire is a sure sell, though he says, “it’s 
an easier task to interest people in the 
classics — some people just fecl more 
comfortable. However, most dancers prefer 
repertory pieces because there’s more 
variety, and the directors like to see their 
company displayed in the wide range that 
repertory calls for.” Meanwhile, there’s the 
stodgy stereotype that classical ballet has to 





fight. “When they hear the word ‘ballet,’ 
some people think, ‘Oh God, tutus, twirling 
around.’ Well, no, it’s dance. Dance is a 
primal language, something that we as a 
socicty used as a form of communication 
before we could even talk. A director has 
the long-range duty of educating people, of 
demystifying ballet and classical art, so that 
it becomes acceptable, for example, for a 
teenager to be able to hum a tune of 
Becthoven’s as well as whoever is current 
on the pop scene.” 

MacKenzie notes that an important 
educational tool comes from those artists 


who “are fascinated by taking 
those classics of ballet and 
reinterpreting them [as 
choreographer Matthew Bourne 
recently did with Swan Lake]. Art 
is a reflection of the times in which 
we live, and it is the duty of the 
artist to redefine the art form.” 
Does this mean there is an 
inherent risk of art’s becoming 
dated? Not great art, says 
MacKenzie. “There’s a reason why 
things are called classics; there are 
these huge, mythic storics that 
attest to fundamental truths... 
With Fancy Free, Robbins captured a 
moment in time and so the moment it was 
over it was already ‘dated,’ but it’s like that 
picture in Times Square of the sailor 
kissing the girl on D-day — it’s timeless!” 
American Ballet Theatre performs at the 
Wang Center next weekend, November 13 
and 14 at 8 p.m. and November 15 at 3 
p.m. Tickets are $50, $60, and $70; call 
482-6661. Kevin MacKenzie will teach a 
master class for the advanced students of 
Walnut Hill School, in Natick. Call (508) 
653-4312 for more information. 
— Janine Parker 
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Stardust memories 


Velvet Goldmine stirs up the glam past 
BY MATT ASHARE As the camera enters the 


Earth’s atmosphere and begins its familiar | 


skydiving fall toward the opening.scene of Todd 
Haynes’s glam-rock drama Velvet Goldmine, 


there is every reason to believe that it’s headed for 
Bromley circa January 8, 1947, the place and date 


of David Bowie's birth. After all, 
Bowie was The Man Who Fell To 
Earth. And along with taking its 
name from an obscure Bowie tune, 
Velvet Goldinine is, on the surface at 
least, a film inspired by the rise and 
fall of Ziggy Stardust and the 
Spiders from Mars, the glammiest 
of all Bowie’s many mutations. So it 


would make a certain amount of 


sense for Haynes to begin his story 
by delivering his version of Bowie — 
a pouty and aloof Jonathan Rhys 
Meyers in guise of fiber rock star 
Brian Slade — into post-war 
London via the stars. 

Sense, however, is one thing that 


kkk 


| 


and around London in the early 
’70s,” is how he put it in his mouth- 
ful of a Director’s Statement, “to 
Brian Ferry, David Bowie, Iggy Pop, 
Lou Reed, and the extraerdinary 
inversions they imposed on our 
notions of performance, sexuality, 
and identity.” 

And so Velvet Goldmine’s initial 
touchdown takes place not in 
Bromley, London, or even England 
proper, but in Dublin; not in 1947, 
the 1970s, or even the 20th century, 
but in 1854. The purpose: to check 
in on the childhood of one Oscar 
Wilde, who informs his teacher and 
classmates quite seriously, not to 


VELVET GOLDMINE 


Directed by Todd Haynes. Written by James Lyons and Todd 
Haynes. With Ewan McGregor, Jonathan Rhys Meyers, Toni Collette, 
Christian Bale, and Eddie Izzard. A Miramax Films release. At the 
Nickelodeon and the Harvard Square. 


holds very little interest for Todd 
Haynes, the 37-year-old director 
whose first full-length feature was 
the Karen Carpenter story acted out 
by Barbie dolls, and whose last film, 
Poison, had Julianne Moore devel- 
oping what amounted an allergic 
reaction to the 20th century. He's 
much more interested in metaphors 
and surfaces than in depth or natu- 
ralism — which makes him the per- 
fect filmmaker to attempt the story 
of glam, a stylized musical move- 
ment that was all about elaborate 
veneers and logic-defying fantasics. 
But Velvet Goldmine is not a 
Backbeat-style bio-pic about the 
Ziggy years, or even a surrcal fairy- 
tale interpolation a la Alex Cox's Sid 
and Nancy. No, Haynes has some- 
thing much more ambitious and 
ambiguous in mind — “Velvet 





mention anachronistically, that he 
intends to be a “pop idol” when he 
grows up, something Bowie himself 
is reported to have said upon gradu- 
ating from high school. We're also 
treated to the fanciful sight of a 
green amulet falling from the heav- 
ens and into the young Wilde’s pos- 
session. 

With the not-so-subtle hint that 
David Bowie may be a time-travel- 
ing Oscar Wilde carcfully planted 
and the sense that we’ve embarked 
on a sci-fi detective story of sorts 
suggested, Velvet Goldmine jumps 
forward a century and turns into 
postmodern Cilizen Kane Kane 
as a dresscd-up musical period picce 
driven by a bogus mystery and an 
investigation destined to lead 
nowhere slow. Brian Slade, who, 
give or take some eyeshadow, is 


Goldmine is a valentine to the 





sounds and images that crupted in 


Mining the Velvet 


When Todd Haynes began work on Velvet Goldmine, four 
years ago, he couldn't have predicted that its release would 
coincide with the massive success of Marilyn Manson's 
Mechanical Animals (Nothing/Interscope), an album that, like 
the film, draws its inspiration from David Bowie's Ziggy 
Stardust. Back in ’94, grunge was king and any thought that 
a glam revival might be just beyond the horizon in America 
would have been fanciful at best. But Velvet Goldmine has 
arrived just in time to feed on and into what could be the 
beginning of a new era of glam. 

“What's funny about that,” Haynes comments over coffee at - 
the Four Seasons, “is that in a way this film feels a litte late to 
me. | was doing most of the research for it in England, and there - 
glam rock came back into discussion as early as 1992, when the 
first albums by Suede were coming out. And really, it has fot 
lowed through into Brit-pop, which has been a retum to more 


melodic rock and roll, music that's more unabashedly orches- _ 


_ trated and theatrical. So | was feeling like, ‘Oh man, people are 
_going to be yawning by the time my film comes out.’” 
aside, was drawn to the 


Bowie, serves as this film’s Charles 
Foster Kane; the green amulet, 





SPIDERS FROM MARS: just think of Goldmine as the glam Citizen Kane. 





which finds its way into Sladc’s 
hands, is the “Roscbud” MacGuffin; 
and Arthur Stuart (played by 
Christian Balc) is the reporter dig- 
ging through a murky past to 
uncover the truth about Slade. 

Cinemaphilcs will have no trouble 
spotting Hayncs’s overt Kane 
mutinies — the office scene where 
Stuart reluctantly accepts the Slade 
assignment; the dark bar where 
Stuart interviews the tired and dam- 
aged former Mrs. Brian Slade 
(played by Toni Collette, who affects 
a wonderful fake English accent) — 
or his visual nods to the hyper-real 
worlds of Kubrick’s A Clockwork 
Orange and 2001: A Space Odyssey. 
And rock-trivia buffs will be just as 
tickled by the care with which 
Haynes gets Ziggy with the film. It’s 
a treasure trove of obscure refer- 
ences, composite characters, and 
historical parallels. There’s Curt 
Wild (a grungy Ewan McGregor), 
the detached Slade’s all-too-pas- 
sionate American foil — whose 
band, the Rats, are named after 
Spiders from Mars guitarist Mick 
Ronson’s first outfit; whose biogra- 
phy is a loose blend of Lou Reed and 
Iggy Pop lore; and who looks at one 
point so much like Kurt Cobain it’s 
eerie. There’s Slade’s faked on-stage 
death, which puts a rather litcral 
spin on Bowie's retirement of his 
Ziggy persona. 

Indeed, Haynes mounts a barrage 


WILDE CHILD: ae Todd aaa gets pias ie fe 
Jonathan Rhys Meyers as his putative time traveler. 


noe. | mean, it was really Surprising to me that 


of pop culture so carcfully orches- 
trated that it may be a while before 
you realize that nothing is really 
happening in Velvet Goldmine in 
regard to traditional narrative. Like 
glam rock itself, which always looks 
profound from a distance but has 
rarcly placed much valuc on depth, 
the film doesn’t bother with heavy 
character or plot development. 
You're supposed to know the story 
before it even begins, and to fill in 
the missing information on your 
own. Everyone here, from Rhys 
Meyers to a delightfully devious 
Eddie Izzard (who plays Slade’s 
manager Jerry Divine, a character 
modeled, of course, on Bowie's 
Ziggy-cra manager, Tony Defrics) is 
a rock archetype with a predcter- 
mined role in the rise-and-fall myth 
of the postmodern pop idol. 

All” of which makes Velvet 
Goldinine more compelling as rock 
criticism than as entertaining cine- 
ma. (Roger Ebert’s pat verdict on 
the similarly impressionistic 1970 
film Performance — “The move is 
neither very good nor very bad. 
Interesting.” —- comes to mind.) 
Rock critics look for meaning, rele- 
vance, and cultural connections in 
stories that have already been told, 
in albums, concerts, and careers. 
Haynes docs the same with glam 
rock, a giant blip on the radar of the 
early '70s that exploded convention- 


burned itsclf out. Velvet Goldmine is 
a meditation on that event and its 
ties to the past (i.e., Oscar Wilde). 
And it’s an argument in favor of 
music that reaches recklessly for the 
stars, of theater, of androgyny, of 
spiders from Mars. 

Of cqual importance to Hayncs’s 
argument is the film’s soundtrack 
(on London), a fine collection of 
glam-period covers (T-Rex’s “20th 
Century Boy” by Placebo and the 
New York Dolls’ “Personality 
Crisis” by Teenage Fanclub with 
Donna Matthews), genuine arti- 
facts (Lou Reed’s “Satellite of 
Love” and Roxy Music’s “Virginia 
Plain”), and new glam facsimiles 
(Bowie-csquc new tuncs_ like 
Shudder To Think’s “Hot One” and 
Grant Lee Buffalo’s “The Whole 
Shcbang”). By bringing together a 
wide array of contemporary artists, 
including Sonic Youth’s Thurston 
Moore and Steve Shelley (who back 
Mudhoncy singer Mark Arm on a 
furious version of the Stooges’ “T.V. 
Eye”) and Radiohead frontman 
Thom Yorke (who sings the Brian 
Ferry tune “Bitter-Sweet”), the disc 
suggests that perhaps the time is 
right for glam to rear its glittcring 
head in the 20th century — that 
perhaps, just as Singles, the film and 
the soundtrack, helped launch the 
grunge era in the early ’90s, Velvet 
Goldmine could be at the center of 





al notions of gender and identity and 





a glam zcitgcist. = 


- someone hadn't already made a film about the period.” 


As it happens, Haynes wasn't the only one with that idea. 
David Bowie had his own plans for a Ziggy Stardust film — 
which precluded Haynes from using any of Bowie's music in 
Velvet Goldmine. “We approached Bowie early on and he put 
a great deal of thought into it before turning us down. | was 
disappointed at the time, but | always wanted the film to be a 
dream of glam rock, not a bio-pic or an official history where 
you're going to get the dirt on what happened to David Bowie 
behind closed doors. And | think it might have been harder in 
the end to approach the film that way if Brian Slade had been 
singing Bowie songs.” 

Indeed, Haynes latched on to Citizen Kane as a blueprint 
for Velvet Goldmine because he wanted to keep the film from 
seeming too real. “Citizen Kane is the classic example of a 


- film that sets out to tell you who this guy —- Charles Foster 


Kane — is and fails brilliantly. What you're left with instead 


-* are all the contradictory reactions to him from all the people 
out of interest in the unexploited filmic potential of a period that 
was as colortul as the glam era. “It was such a visual period,” : 


he touched or destroyed. That was the way | felt comfortable 


approaching this subject, because | just.don't believe in films 
"ope pada pode os pes fhe ort qunstons. 
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The 10th annual Boston Jewish Film Festival 


BY JOSH KUN One of my favorite Jewish 
jokes is set in Boston. It’s part of Mel Brooks 
& Carl Reiner’s “2000 Year Old Man” routine, 
and it goes like this: Reiner, playing the 
straight reporter, asks Brooks, the time-tested 
alter cocker, whether he knew Paul Revere. 


“An anti-Semite bastard,” Brooks 
barks. “He hated the Jews. He 
heard that they were gonna go in 
the neighborhood and move in. 
‘They're coming! They're coming! 
The Yiddish they're coming!’ ” 
Brooks’s joke aside, I’ve never 
thought of Boston as a particularly 
Jewish city. The city where | grew 
up, Los Angeles, is a Jewish city. 
New York is a Jewish city. Boston 
reminds me of San Francisco, the 
city where | just finished living: 
there are plenty of Jews, but it’s just 
not a Jewish place. Which is why 
events like the Boston Jewish Film 
Festival — celebrating its 10th 
anniversary this year — are simul- 
taneously so crucial and so risky. 
Crucial for visibility’s sake, for toss- 
ing Jewishness into the cinematic 
public sphere in ways that, say, The 
Governess can't, and risky because 
it’s a condensed, one-stop repre- 
sentational window — film-festival 








a Bi 


7 Paz. - 


; ae a 
ROTHSCHILD’S 








i 


VIOLIN: Edgardo Cozarinsky’s lyrically 


A LETTER 
WITHOUT WORDS 


In 1981, Lisa Lewenz discovered 
letters, diaries, and reel after reel of 
illegally shot 16mm that belonged 
to her grandmother, a German Jew 
living in Berlin during the Nazi era. 
Now she’s turned it all into her own 
remarkable film, a granddaughter’s 
ungarnished tribute to her grand- 
mother, which doubles as a searing 
cut-and-paste window into wartime 
German Jewish ambivalence. We 
watch her family hide their 
Jewishness against shots of anti- 
Jewish street signs, we listen to her 
father struggle with the way he 
“reconstructed his life” to save his 
children, we feel the tension when 
they go to the New York World’s 
Fair and not Auschwitz. Like the 
other home-movies-as-history or 
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chilling feature is polemical and gorgeous at once. 





identity politics at its best and most 
ambiguous. What makes a feature 
film or a documentary video 
“Jewish” anyway? 

This isn’t just a question for the 
Boston organizers (I’ve wondered 
the same thing ever since reviewing 
my first Jewish film festival, five 
years ago), but jt is one worth ask- 
ing. In the age of corporate multi- 
culturalism, in the age of kabbalah 
chic, in the age of unfinished peace 
talks, in the age of the Holocaust 
Oscar, in the age of Lewinsky 
(when there’s Yiddish and blow 
jobs in the White House), what 
does the Jewish Film Festival tell us 
about Jews? 

What we learn from this year’s 
program is that Jews can’t seem to 
get enough of found footage, and 
that with directors like Cynthia 
Madansky, Alisa Lebow, and Eytan 
Fox around, queer Jews — no mat- 
ter where they plop down in the 
diaspora — definitely do it better. 
Surf the following highlights and 
see for yourself. 








last-footage-before-the-catastrophe 
films in the festival (the often stun- 
ning, often dulling pre-war 
Hungarian collages of Free Fall; the 
overly quaint one-trick-pony lowa 
Jew reports of Yidl in the Middle), 
Letter docsn’t exactly know what to 
do with its material: how to narrate 
it, how to edit it, how to makc it 
work as a film. But by the time 
Lewenz’s cousin admits that he if 
he had ended up in the German 
army he probably would have fol- 
lowed orders too, you don’t really 
care. At the Coolidge Corner, 
November 8 at 4:30 p.m. 


Jay Rosenblatt is the festival’s most 
deft footage sniper. His sourly 
funny excavation of the dictatorial 
mundane in Human Remains 


weaves informal clips of Hitler, 
Stalin, Franco, Mao, and Mussolini 
beneath life-after-death autobio- 
graphical testimonies: Hitler had 
bad gas and used chamomile teas as 











an enema; Mussolini had weekly 
pedicures; Stalin played practical 
jokes and dated 15-ycar-olds; 
Franco hunted partridges; Mao 
never bathed, caught VD, and was 
always constipated. Both Mao and 
Hitler were missing a testicle. It's 
an exhumation as much as a second 
burial. At the ICA, November 10 at 
9 p.m. 


ROTHSCHILD’S 
VIOLIN 


Even though its characters think 
aloud about “the image of the Jew 
accepting his role as a. victim,” 


Edgardo Cozarinsky’s quietly 
moving and_ lyrically chilling 
feature Russian film/opcera_ is 


anything but dry and academic. It 
begins as a fictionalized account 
of Dmitri Shostakovich’s struggle 
to find a way to perform an adap- 
tation of Chekhov's “Rothschild’s 
Fiddle” by a Jewish student of his 
who was killed in the war. But it 
becomes something much more: a 
meditation on musical memory in 
WW? Russia that takes the music 
scriously cnough to devote a quar- 
ter of the film to a fantasy perfor- 
mance of “the Jewish opera” itself. 
The film is polemical and gorgeous 
at once. We're told that when 
Shostakovich performs the piece in 
1968, it gcts branded “Zionist pro- 
paganda”; then we're left visually 
adrift, our eyes glued to a young 
boy playing a bluc violin on a 
Leningrad street corner in total 
silence. At the Coolidge Corner, 
November 8 at 7 p.m.; and at the 
Warwick Cinema in Marblehead, 
November 12 at 7 p.m. 


You don’t need to know anything 
about Amos Gutman’s films — 
radically beautiful portraits of gay 
men living in the shadows of Israeli 
society — to appreciate how Ran 
Kotzer docs them moving justice in 
this stunning tribute. Kotzer cele- 
brates Gutman (who died of AIDS 
in 1993) by unraveling and chcrish- 
ing him, yet save for a brief inter- 
view and some on-set shots, 
Gutman is barely seen or heard on 
screen. His story is told instead 
through deftly edited film clips and 
musings from family and fricnds 
that are never utilitarian — they're 
so unexpectedly revelatory and inti- 
mate that you're reluctant to let 
them go. Af the ICA, November 9 at 
7 p.m. 


TREYF 


Alisa Lebow & Cynthia Madansky’s 
excellent identity-interrogating riff 
on Jewish dykcdom is a shining 
example of why gays and lesbians 
are at the forefront of reinvigorating 
American Jewishness. By creatively 
telling their story as a sort of Jewish 
odd couple from their first 
Passover-seder connection to the 
hundred-person Jewish Icsbian 
meet-and-greet they organize 
Lebow and Madansky turn “treyf” 
(the Yiddish designation for un- 
kosher food) into a symbol of 
empowcring difference. The film’s 
most welcome moment is a trip to 
Jerusalem, which, far from generat- 
ing yet another propagandistic 
Isracli romance, launches the kind 
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The Yiddish are coming! 





this prime-time soap opera about a magnetic 


circle of twentysomethings living in a hip Tel Aviv neighborhood is 


of informed and conflicted critique 
of Zionism that has become a 
trademark of stateside Queer 
Yiddishkeit. At the Coolidge Corner, 
November 10 at 9 p.m. 


FLORENTENE 


The festival’s hands-down must- 
see, Eytan Fox's television series 
Florentene makes me want to go to 
Isracl, and I’ve never wanted to go 
to Israel. A prime-time soap opera 
about a magnetic circle of twen- 
tysomethings living in a hip Tel Aviv 
neighborhood (the festival screens 
the first six episodes), it’s like noth- 
ing you will ever see on American 
TV. Forget Melrose Place 
Florentene glows with expert act- 
ing, super-smart and witty writing, 
fully drawn characters, palpable 
political agendas, and (because 
Isracl’s two-channel system is still 
too unorganized to censor every- 
thing it screens) beautifully shot 
and refreshingly matter-of-fact 
depictions of gay love and gay sex. 
The same flair for juggling the per- 
sonal with the political that Fox 
brought to Time Off and Gotta 
Have Heart makes Floreniene an 
un-Friends, where a young film 
student can come out to his parents 
while they watch the Rabin funeral 
on TV. At the MFA, November 8 at 
1:15 p.m. 


WHO’S THE 
CABOOSE? 


This mockumentary about the 120 
days of pilot season (when actors 
maniacally audition for new sit- 
coms), fron: Worcester locals Sam 
Seder and Charles Fisher, doesn’t 
have to be so Jewish but it is. Once 
struggling comedians Susan and 
Max land in LA followed by an 
intrusive documentary film crew, all 
the agents are Jews, non-actors are 
referred to as “gentiles,” every- 
body’s got a new name, and Susan 
(played with potty-mouthed schizo 
glee by Sarah Silverman) gets a 
hard time for her “Ashkenazy” 
demeanor, her “ape arms,” and her 
“Jewy” look. Caboose is loaded with 
funny bits, but it’s no satiric mas- 
terpiece. Fortunately, when things 
start running out of steam, Andy 
Dick’s greasy loose-cannon man- 
ager (named Jason Reemer) and H. 
Jon Benjamin’s slippery and spine- 
less tiber-schmoozer agent take it to 
the next level of ridiculousness. Af 
the Coolidge Comer, November 14 
at 9:30 p.m. 











the festival’s hands-down must-see. 


POP 


For Hy, Jocl Meyerowitz’s 87-ycar- 
old father, who's living with 
Alzheimer’s, the memories aren't 
always there, the names of his chil- 
dren vanish in the air, and he has 
imaginary conversations with invis- 
ible people. But in this simple, 
unassuming, impossible-to-forget 
documentary by a son about his 
father and their Lincoln town-car 
road trip together from Miami 
Beach to the Bronx, Hy is always 
fully present — trying out hipster 
handshakes with the new tenants of 
the apartment building where he 
used to live, warning Jocl about 
dinosaur farts, and laughing about 
his old pet, Melvin Meyerowitz the 
Jewish bird. Where the memorics 
are absent, Jocl fills them in with 
family movies and photographs. 
What results is a portrait of a man 
whose intermittent spells of disori- 
entation don’t make him less of 
who he is but somchow make him 
more. At the MFA, November 11 at 
12:30 p.m. 


As a gag, Jews passing as Nazis has 
been done before — To Be or Not 
Be, The Great Dictator, The 
Producers — so there are plenty of 
echoes to contend with in this 
French feature about a Romanian 
shtetl that fakes its own deportation 
to evade Nazi capture. Unlike the 
controversy that’s beginning to sur- 
round Roberto Benigni’s Life Is 
Beautiful, Train isn’t so much 
humor about the Holocaust as it is 
humor imagining a way out of the 
Holocaust. The fake Nazis become 
masters of ridicule. They shave 
their beards, cut their sidelocks, 
don uniforms, and practice their 
German. On one Friday night dur- 
ing the train’s journcy to Palestine, 
they daven in an open ficld in full 
uniform. And once a Marxist con- 
tingent develops among the Jews 
and a train of Gypsics passing as 
Nazis comes along, Communists 
are calling Jews Nazis, Nazis are 
dancing with Nazis to Gypsy 
melodies, and we forget (until the 
very last frame) about the horror 
behind: the farce. At the Coolidge 
Corner, November 12 at 7 p.m. @ 


The Boston Jewish Filin Festival 
is screening at the Coolidge Corner 
Theatre, the Institute of 
Contemporary Art, the Museum of 
Fine Arts, and the Warwick Cinema 
in Marblehead. Call (781) 899- 
3830 for a complete schedule. 
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Return to Oz 


A wizardly take on the old favorite 


BY PETER KEOUGH Years later, | can now see that the terror 
instilled in me as a child by repeated viewings of The Wizard of Oz 


drove me to become a film critic. 


Every holiday season the film 
would be broadcast on television, 
and with the rest of the family I 
would be obliged to watch. Was I the 
only one who had nightmares about 
twisters languidly, inexorably lolling 
across the Kansas grayness, the 
phallic funnels looming over the 
closed, womblike shelter of the 
storm cellar? The macabre spectacle 
of the Wicked Witch of the East’s 
feet, robbed of their Ruby Slippers, 
shriveling up under Dorothy’s 
house? Or the Winged Monkeys, 
their formations filling the sky like a 


cross between Goya’s Sleep of 


Reason and the Luftwaffe, off to 
their hideous dismemberment of the 
Scarecrow? Or the appalling real- 
ization that one’s entire experience, 
in living color yet, might be no more 
than a dream? These were things, 
like sex and death, no one spoke 
about. Year after year I watched, the 
terrors unspoken, until the ritual of 
film reviewing could sublimate 
them. 

Now the Wizard is back, and I am 
watching it for the first time on the 
big screen and with an audience 
consisting mostly of hundreds of 
prepubescent girls dressed in 
Dorothy’s blue-polka-dot gingham 
dress. My biggest anxiety is that the 
film, like the genial shaman of the 








REVEALING THAT THE REALITY doesn’t matter as much as 
the image, that illusion is as effective as truth if you believe in it. 








title, might prove a humbug. It did 
not, but perhaps I did. Where was 
the terror, and the delight? 

It didn’t help that my first ever 
theatrical experience of this cine- 
matic archetype was foiled: the the- 
ater manager apologized that the 
print he’d received was “not com- 
patible with Sony’s lenses,” and so 
we had to be content with a postage- 
stamp projection on the big Cheri 


Reserved 


Chris Fujiwara on Jacques Tourneur 





screen. Or that the youthful audi- 
ence was well-behaved — no crying, 
squealing or laughter, a few clap- 
alongs with the tunes, and only 
polite applause when the Wicked 
Witch of the West melts. And so, not 
even the cyclone got a rise out of 
me. Instead, I analyzed. How did 
Dorothy’s quest with her three 
needy, dysfunctional friends relate 
to current pop-psychological issues 





of empowerment and passive 
aggression? Was the film a 
Freudian, feminist, or Marxist alle- 
gory? Was the man behind the cur- 
tain a metaphor for the dubious 
magic of the motion-picture indus- 
try itself? 


_ Directed by Victor Fleming. 
Written by Noel Langley, — 
Florence Ryerson, and Edgar 
Allan Woolf. With Judy 
Garland, Frank Morgan, Ray 
Bolger, Bert Lahr, Jack 
Haley, Billie Burke, Margaret 
‘Hamilton, and Charley 
Grapewin. A Warner Bros. 
Films release. At the Copley: 


Place, the Fresh Pond, and 


the West Newton and in the 
suburbs. 


Well, so be it. The key to growing 
up, as Dorothy realized, is discover- 
ing that one’s fears and desires are 
mostly special effects and hokum 
and resigning oneself to the fact 
that, except for an inconsequential 
sojourn for a couple of hours to a 
gaudy two-dimensional somewhere 
over the rainbow, there is indeed no 
place like home, the humdrum 
monochrome of the familiar, 
oppressive, and hopeless that one 
returns to after the flickering illusion 
is over. 

That home is Dorothy’s Kansas, 
ruled over by landowning capitalist 
Almira Gulch (the oddly sexy 
Margaret Hamilton, later to sell us 
Maxwell House coffee), a barren 
matriarchy (that Auntie Em is a 
coldblooded taskmaster, despite her 
crullers) served by bumbling, inef- 
fectual males (I still laugh at Uncle 
Henry’s line, “Oh, she bit her dog, 
eh?”). When the sole spirit of rebel- 
lion, Toto, asserts himself, Gulch 








sentences him to death. This sum- 
mons the fertilizing male principle 
— that inevitable cyclone, which 
propels Dorothy, home and all, into 
a realm of endless possibility, where 
the conflict between independence 
and conformity can be resolved 
through kitschy fantasy and some 
catchy production numbers. 

Oz, though, is merely Kansas 
transformed by Dorothy’s libidinous 
wish fulfillment (she is, after all, the 
16-year-old Judy Garland) and early 
Technicolor. In this Utopia, she has 
slain the mother oppressor, the 
Witch of the East, and usurped that 
tyrant’s power in the form of ruby 
footwear (with the intervention of 
dotty Billie Burke’s oddly detached 
Glinda the Good Witch of the 
North); but she still requires patriar- 
chal assistance to defeat the vengeful 
Wicked Witch of the West 
(Hamilton, again, seductive in 
green). 

That assistance includes the three 
Kansas farmhands metamorphosed 
into types of their own inadequacy: 
the Scarecrow with no brains who is 
the brains of the outfit, the Tin Man 
whose crying threatens to rust him 
into immobility, and the Cowardly 
Lion, terrifying in appearance but 
terrified within. While these three 
hide their capabilities behind the 
guise of debility, the goal of their 
quest, the Wizard himself (Frank 
Morgan, in one of five roles — think 
of how the film would have played if 
WC. Fields had not held out for 
more money) veils his powerlessness 
under the veil of omnipotence. 

Or is it powerlessness? When he 
is exposed by the indefatigable Toto, 
the Wizard reveals that ultimate 
Hollywood secret, that the reality 
doesn’t matter as much as the 
image, that illusion is as effective as 
truth if believed in, if only for 90 
minutes of screen time. That’s the 
recognition that Dorothy takes back 
to Kansas, where all else remains 
unchanged (whatever happens to 
Toto?). As for me, there’s no place 
like home video. = 





We meet for an interview, but it’s really strange: he doesn’t recognize 
me, or I him, though obviously we’ve been at hundreds of the same off- 
the-wall, esoteric movies in the 12 years he’s lived in Cambridge, since 


he left a job in Boulder as film critic 
for the Colorado Daily. 

Chris Fujiwara now works in elec- 
tronic publishing, but he’s kept up 
his appetite for cinema. His newly 
published Jacques Tourneur: The 
Cinema of Nightfall (McFarland & 
Company) is an estimable combina- 
tion of consummate research and 
keen critical judgment. It’s also the 
first book study ever of the “cult” 
filmmaker responsible for the subtle, 
intelligent horror classics Cat People 
(1942), | Walked with a Zombie 
(1943), and Curse of the Demon 
(1958) and the masterly film noir 
Out of the Past (1947). 

Martin Scorsese, who adulates 
Tourneur, liked the manuscript so 
much that, without knowing its 
author, he volunteered an enthusias- 
tic foreword, in which he praised the 
book as “thoughtful and scholarly.” 

Where has the 38-year-old 
Fujiwara been all this time about 
Boston? He’s done small-magazine 
reviews, written for the Tripod Web 
site, played bass with the now- 
defunct rock band Cul-De-Sac. He 





admits that he’s not been very skill- 
ful at pushing his critical talents; he’s 
never auditioned for the Phoenix or 
the Globe. My conversation with 
him reveals a soft-spoken, very nice 
person who becomes excited, and 
passionately articulate, about things 
outside him that grab his attention 


but who stops short of any kind of 
self-promotion. In fact, he seems 
kindred in spirit to the French-born 
filmmaker Tourneur, who was shy 
and self-effacing, and perhaps too 
decent a person, to shove himself 
into the studio spotlight. That’s a 
key reason why, despite his lumi- 
nous talents, Tourneur is little 
known today except by cinema 
experts. 


“He was reserved, modest, lived 
within himself,” Fujiwara explains. 
“The few people who knew 
Tourneur well all say that he didn’t 
have enough of the social sense to 
really get along in Hollywood.” 

Tourneur made movies about 
people who lurk in the shadows, 
something he did himself, as the son 
of Maurice Tourneur, the outgoing, 
highly regarded film director (The 
Last of the Mohicans, etc.), who 
arrived from Paris to stand tall in 
1920s Hollywood. “Maurice was 
very much the big man, masculine, a 
powerful person. French critic Serge 
Daney has theorized that Maurice 
had already taken the movie image 
for himself. Jacques was almost 
challenged to do the opposite.” 
Tourneur fils worked with less overt- 
ly dramatic images, had his actors 
speak in low, undemonstrative voic- 
es — even when talking about love, 
passion, death. He used music 
sparsely. And he concealed his own 
personality. 

Fujiwara continues, “Jacques 
seems to have taken pains to remove 








himself from the surface of the films. 
But in his remoteness, there’s a spe- 
cial kind of poetry and beauty, and 
also in the mystery of his characters, 
in what isn’t being expressed. 
Instead, Jacques concentrated on 
the lighting and especially on the 
soundtrack, which, to many people, 
is almost an invisible part of the film. 
What characterizes his work is a 
very distinctive way of muting 
sounds, yet getting you to notice 


SHE KNEW STRANGE, FIERCE PLEASURES THAT 
OTHER WOMAN COULD EVER FEEL! 


NO FX: Tourneur’s elegant exercise in 
suspense relies on instead on mood and and 


shadow and suggestion. 





watched everything he could locate 
in archives, from Tourneur’s short 
fiction films for MGM in the 1930s 
to such expert Westerns as Canyon 
Passage (1946), from AIP quickies 
like The Comedy of Terrors to such 
late-career television assignments as 
“Night. Call” (1963), a legendary 
Twilight Zone. 

“He said that he never turned 
down an assignment, yet Tourneur 
wasn’t a populist director,” Fujiwara 
points out. “But he was a 
very human director. 
There’s a real compassion, 
something I became more 
convinced of the more 
films | watched. 

“Tourneur seems never to 
have been completely at 
home in America, and lots 
of his films are about out- 
siders, about being 
‘strange’ in a place. They 
have a similar emotional 
quality to the books of 
Marguerite Duras: both 
are concerned with people 
remote from each other 
themselves,, who 
inhabit weird, distant 
realms. Yet Tourneur 





them, listen to them: water rippling 
in a brook, the wind, quiet sounds 
that come from far away.” 
Originally Fujiwara had planned a 
three-filmmaker book, to include 
Fritz Lang and Jean Renoir, “to see 
how European directors brought a 
different sensibility to Hollywood, a 
different sense of formal rigor, and 
an ambivalence to traditional 
American genres.” But in the course 
of his research, he got more and 
more obsessed by Tourneur, and he 
narrowed his scope, since there were 
already major studies of the other 
two. Criss-crossing America, he 





allows us a kind of nostal- 
gic connection with his characters, 
even to fall in love with them.” 
Fujiwara’s next book project, to 
be written with A. Scott Hamrah, is 
an alternative history of cinema, a 
corrective to stultified canons like 
the American Film Institute’s “100 
Greatest American Movies.” I nudge 
him to give an example of his icon- 
smashing revisionism. He smiles 
mischievously and pronounces: 
“They're both studies of marriage 
and liberation, but Experiment 
Perilous by Tourneur is 10 times bet- 
ter than Juliet of the Spirits by 
Fellini!” © 
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THE SIEGE 


Of all the images of nightmare and violence in Edward 
Zwick’s timely, tense, ultimately unconvincing The Siege, 
perhaps the most jolting is that of President Clinton in a 
TV broadcast declaring war against terrorism following 
the recent bombings in Africa. Didn't this really happen? 
Like Clinton’s appearance last year in Contact, not to men- 
tion his videotape .deposition in the Lewinsky case, this 
blurring of fiction and what was once quaintly referred to 
as “reality” is probably more subversive of our way of life 
than any jihad. But The Siege has other issues on its mind 
as it walks a fine line between exploitation and genuine 
insight while exploring how efforts to eradicate outside 
threats to our system can end up being worse than the 
threats themselves. - 
Denzel Washington is energetic as Anthony Hubbard, 
head of the FBI anti-terrorism unit in New York, who’s 
beginning to realize that he’s up against more than just a 
few cells of Arab fanatics —- namely, our own government. 
A covert operation kidnaps a bin Laden-—like Islamic 
leader, whereupon his followers lay siege to New York City 
with an escalating series of bombings. Despite an uneasy 
alliance with shadowy CIA figure Elize Kraft (a sexy and 
barbed Annette Bening), who takes the concept of sleeping 
with the enemy literally, Hubbard can’t crack the case 
quickly enough for the disparaged chief executive, who 
sends in Oliver North-like general William Devereaux (a 
post-Armageddon, low-key Bruce Willis) with an Army 
division and the carte blanche of martial law. Little of this 
holds together in retrospect, and all ends in dutiful 
speechifying, none of which compares in impact to the 
stunned horror in Washington’s eyes as he witnesses a bus- 
load of innocents obliterated, or the sight of a naked man 
in a lavatory singled out to pay the price. At the Cheri, the 
Fresh Pond, and the Circle and in the suburbs. 
— Peter Keough 


FREE TIBET 


In their most recent incarnation as hip-hop crusaders, the 
Beastie Boys formed the nonprofit Milarepa Fund with the 
royalties. from two songs on their Ill Communication 
album, setting off a string of massive-scale benefit con- 
certs, live albums, and now a film to raise awareness about 
the plight of the Tibetan people and their exiled leader, the 
Dalai Lama. Although Milarepa’s heart has consistently 

_ been in the right place, its products have been flawed — a 
tradition that continues with Free Tibet: The Motion 

. Picture. 

.....Purportedly a.documentary record of the first Tibetan 
Freedom Concert in San Francisco in 1996, it doesn’t 
work as a concert film. The performances, by the Beasties, 
Sonic Youth, Rage Against the Machine, the Foo Fighters, 

Fugees, John Lee Hooker, and others, are few and far 
between, sometimes heavily edited, and otherwise per- 
functory (Bjérk, her sublime weirdness in full bloom, and 
Beck, doing some of his One Foot in the Grave material, 
are the notable exceptions). And as a piece of propaganda 
it’s only half-successful: video footage of Chinese human- 
rights abuses against Tibetan monks is affecting, but the 
Milarepa folks don’t explain why a rock concert represents 
a solution. 

What we end up with is a disconnected sales pitch with 
a neat soundtrack. Framed by copious talking-head 
footage that chronicles the birth of Milarepa and details the 
tenets of Buddhism, Free Tibet most resembles a late-night 
infomercial peddling the Dalai Lama — who doesn’t real- 
ly need the publicity now that his face is plastered all over 
those Macintosh billboards. At the Brattle, November 11 


and 12. 
~~ Carly Carioll 


THE ALARMIST 


One scene in first-time director Evan Dunsky’s largely for- 
gettable adaptation of Keith Reddin’s Off Broadway play 
finds Heinrich Grigoris (Stanley Tucci) kicking in the door 
of a house where’s he just installed a security system, to 
show that it works. The faked break-in builds business and 
also sets the tone for this blandly black comedy, which 
indulges in sirens and whistles that generally signify noth- 
ing. 

Tucci is suitably reptilian, in a lovable way, as the owner 
of a shady home-security company who tries to seduce his 
idealistic, naive young salesman Tommy (an unctuous 
David Arquette) into some of his more underhanded deal- 
ings. Tommy is ambitious but honest, though he’s not 
above celebrating a sale to his first customer, Gale (Kate 
Capshaw), by sleeping with her. Gale’s suspicions of 
Heinrich add some tension —— which is heightened by a 
double murder and an elderly man whose notion of home 
security is an AK-47. The film pushes on such hot-button 
subjects as middle-class paranoia, younger man/older 
woman romance, and the ethics of greed, but like the 
door-kicking incident, it’s all a false alarm. At the Kendall 


Square. 


LIVING OUT LOUD 


The most indelible image of female strength in this — 


schmaltzy tale of empowerment is, sadly, Holly Hunter’s 
distractingly buff biceps. Indeed, screenwriter Richard 
LaGravenese (The Bridges of Madison County, Beloved) 
makes his directorial debut with this pseudo-feminist 
romantic comedy about a lonely, neurotic Fifth Avenue 








* 


divorcée named Judith (Hunter) who recharges her life. 
Tentative yet determined, she reaches out to a smoky 
chanteuse (a radiant Queen Latifah) and a homunculus 
elevator operator (Danny DeVito), who, uh, goes down 
hard for her. . 

Loosely based on two Chekhov short stories, the film is a 
cavalcade of hackneyed “hear-me-roar” moments. In one 
of the Ally McBeal-esque fantasy scenes, Judith — literal- 
ly! —— locates her inner child in a lesbian dance club. 
DeVito gets to deliver the requisite “Men are pricks” line, 
and, yes, Judith acts out in all sorts of “empowered” ways. 


JOHN CARPENTER’S VAMPIRES: ¢/, 
is the occasional wisecrack from James Woods. 








e only reason to watch this farrago from the overrated horrormeister 


revenants and dragging them snarling out of the darkness 
to sizzle and burn in the daylight —- over and over again. 
Crow’s nemesis, a heretic priest from the 14th century 
turned undead by one of those pesky exorcisms gone 
wrong, has surfaced with a scheme to make his kind 
invulnerable to the sun. Helping Crow is his partner, 
played by a Daniel Baldwin on the descending evolution- 
ary scale from Jim Belushi and Tom Arnold, plus Sheryl 
Lee as a hooker/vampire victim and a greenhorn priest 
who's the butt of most of Woods’s wit. “Hey padre,” goes 
a typical -riposte, “did you get any wood sticking that 


\ 





She gets blotto! She pays for sex! She throws muffins! 
Alas, with clichés like these, it’s not long before Living Out 
Loud induces laughing out loud. At the Copley Place, the 
Harvard Square, and the Circle and in the suburbs. 

— Alicia Potter 


JOHN CARPENTER’S 
VAMPIRES 


There’s probably nothing in it, but with this film and the 
upcoming Elizabeth, anti-papism and _priest-bashing 
seem on the cinematic rise. By far the biggest offender is 
Vampires, whose targets range from the mightily mitered 
to a monastery full of squealing friars. Throw in a weari- 
some misogyny, witless dialogue, an inane plot, tedious 
special effects, and a total lack of suspense and the only 
reason to watch this farrago from the overrated hor- 
rormeister is the occasional wisecrack from James 
Woods. 

He’s Jack Crow, head of a Vatican team of vampire 
hunters. Armed with a combination of high tech and 
medieval weaponry, they prowl the American Southwest 
(inviting unfortunate comparisons with Kathryn 
Bigelow’s far superior Near Dark), raiding nests of 





FREE TIBET: Milarepa’s heart is in the right place, 


but this amounts to a disconnected sales pitch with a 
neat soundtrack. 


broad with the stake?” If so, he’d be the only one to get 
a rise out of this rubbish. At the Copley Place, the Fresh 
Pond, and the Circle and in the suburbs. 

— Peter Keough 


THE WATERBOY . 


Only Adam Sandler can get away with beaning little kids 
at dodge ball and punching the daylights out of Bob 
Barker, and that’s the kind of cartoon violence that made 
his Billy Madison and Happy Gilmore so hilarious. The 
kinder, gentler, infinitely more dull Sandler in The 
Wedding Singer was a box-office success but disappointing 
to his true fans. This latest effort, directed by The Wedding 
Singer's Frank Coraci, crosses that film and Happy 
Gilmore, as Sandler mixes equal parts lovable oaf and 
crazed mauler to create a movie as uneven as his charac- 
ter’s moods. 

Sandler is Bobby Bouchet, a water-obsessed mama's 
boy fired from his job as waterboy for a high-profile 
Louisiana college football team. He finds a down-and-out 
team led by Coach Klein (a bored Henry Winkler), who 
urges Bobby to stand up for himself. Surprise surprise, the 
waterboy turns out to be the world’s greatest tackler once 
he channels his negative energy, and soon Sandler is doing 
what he does best — beating on everyone around him. It’s 
repetitive but funny, as he mumbles through his trademark 
speech impediment, then screams and tackles his foes, 
even executing a jackknife power-bomb (yes, the 
Waterboy’s a wrestling fan, and a scene with the Giant is 
one of many well-executed sports cameos). 

Of course, each bang gets a little less exciting, and many 
gut-busting scenes are spaced out with wearying stretches 
of filler. Also, Bobby’s psychotically restrictive mother 
(Kathy Bates in overbearing Southern mode) is more sad 
than funny. But if Sandler is truly determined to soften his 
image, his persona in here is an acceptable compromise. At 
the Cheri, the Fresh Pond, and the Chestnut Hill and in the 


suburbs. 
: -~ Dan Tobin 


BELLY 


Belly is fat. Not phat, as in funky, fresh, and cool, but 
fat as in a waste of time. First-time feature director 
Hype Williams, famous for his moody videos for 
Notorious B.I.G. and Tupac, has created a film with a 
tenuous storyline, almost no character development, 
and bad acting. It could have been saved by a pounding 
soundtrack and plenty of gratuitous violence — but 
though the film has some of today’s best rappers, it 
doesn’t have nearly enough music by them. And though 
the violence is frequent, it never seems very real. 
Williams would benefit from checking out Sam 
Peckinpah or at least the Hughes Brothers. 

Tommy (DMX) is a bad-ass hustler from Queens look- 
ing for dosh. He and his sensitive partner Sincere (Nas), 
who finds Islam but has a hard time losing his drug-deal- 
ing lifestyle, set up an interstate heroin ring. The feds bust 
in and then the fun begins. Problem is the plot and pacing 
feel as if they'd been worked out by someone who was 
blunted. The rich background colors and weird camera 
angles are appealing, but only Orson Welles can carry a 
film with camera angles. At the Circle and in the suburbs. 

~~ Nicholas Patterson 
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theater 


Car talk 


August Wilson tunes his Jitney 


August Wilson is an old-fashioned writer — and never more so than 
in Jitney, whose defining events, like those of Greek tragedy, happen 
off stage. But the play also betrays an old-fashioned concern for the 


balance between personal values 
and revolutionary action in the 
black community. In Wilson’s 
Two Trains Running, which is set 
in the same Pittsburgh Hill 
District neighborhood in the late 
1960s, there is talk of Malcolm X 
and Black Power. “How we 
gonna feel good about our- 
selves?” a character asks. In 
Jitney, set (and originally 
penned) in the 1970s, Wilson 
answers: not by stealing our 
grandmothers’ televisions, not by 
drifting in and out of relation- 
ships, not by killing white people 
in an effort to end an outrageous 
cycle of belittlement. As in the 
more reflective Two Trains, 
whose eponymous engines are 
history and empowerment, the 
thrust here is toward a moral 
equilibrium — except that in 
Jitney, the metaphorical trains 
are replaced by actual, big-ass 
cars. 

At the Huntington Theatre 
Company, on David Gallo’s real- 
istic yet gauzy set, these- behe- 
moths are seen through the light- 
ed scrim of a storefront window, 
climbing the curb of the ram- 
shackle Hill District street out- 
side the cab station where the 
play is set. The characters are a 
cadre of unlicensed taxi drivers 
serving the denizens of the black 
neighborhood — for whom, as 
in} many urban niches of 


JITNEY 


By August Wilson. Directed by Marion McClinton. Set design by 
David Gallo, Costumes by Susan E. Mickey. Lighting by Donald 
Holder. Sound by Rob Milburn, With Russell Hornsby, Stephen 
McKinley Henderson, Anthony Chisholm, Barry Shabaka Henley, 
Willis Burks Il, Leo V. Finnie Ill, Paul Butler, Michole Briana White, 
and Keith Randolph Smith. Presented by the Huntington Theatre 
Company at the Boston University Theatre through November 22. 


America, a call to a regulation 
yellow-pages establishment is 
tantamount to “Come back, little 
Sheba.” 

The proprietor of the station is 
a big, decent man named Becker, 
among whose problems are the 
city’s plan to board up his place 
of business; a numbers man 
named Shealy, who likes to use 
the car-service phone to take 
bets; and a roster of employees 
who include waggish busybody 
Turnbo, long-lost-lovelorn alco- 


holic Fielding, and an angry if 


industrious young man who goes 
by the playwright’s own youthful 
nickname of Youngblood. Add to 
these Becker’s son, Booster, who 
has just been released from 
prison, having served 20 years 
for the murder of a white girl- 
friend who betrayed but could 
not be allowed to diminish him. 
At the center of the play is 
Becker’s confrontation’ with 
Booster. But as with most of 


Wilson's characterful works, the 
crust here is at least on a par 
with the filling. 

Jitney was written in 1979 and 
produced in Pittsburgh and St. 
Paul in the early ’80s — before 
Wilson became the two-time 
Pulitzer-winning author of Ma 
Rainey’s Black Bottom, Fences, 
Joe Turner's Come and Gone, 
The Piano Lesson, Two Trains 
Running, and Seven Guitars (all 
part of an ambitious cycle trac- 
ing the African-American experi- 
ence through each decade of.the 
20th century). He revisited the 
work in 1996, when the 
Pittsburgh Public Theatre asked 
him to; it has since been pro- 
duced at New Jersey's 
Crossroads Theatre and now at 
the Huntington, with the mature 
playwright furiously rewriting 
along the way. In its current, 
intendedly definitive form, this 
may not be Wilson’s best play — 
there are gaps in the unfolding, 


Guare and tear 


Four Baboons; Rosemary's Baby 
BY ANNE MARIE DONAHUE “Unbound by convention. Driven 


toward discovery. Engaging new audiences.” Boston Theatre Works, 
launched last week under the artistic direction of Jason Southerland, 


claims to be aiming for audacity, 
and its aspirations are endorsed by 
an advisory board of heavy hitters: 
Broadway director Harold Prince, 
playwright/screenwriter Craig 
Lucas, and Robert Brustein and 
Julianne Boyd, artistic directors of 
the American Repertory Theatre 
and the’ Barrington Stage 
Company, respectively. But if the 
big names on the board had any- 
thing to do with the decision to 
debut with the New England pre- 
miere of John Guare’s Four 
Baboons Adoring the Sun (at the 
Tremont Theater through 
November 15), they let the new 
company down big time. Although 
Guare’s stab at updated Greek 
tragedy is bold, it’s also over- 
wrought, pretentious, and just 
downright bad. 

There’s nothing particularly 
innovative about Guare’s grafting 


of Greek tragedy and contempo- - | 


rary drama. Playwrights from 
O’Neill to A.R. Gurney have done 
it, with varying success. What's 
brazen about Four Baboons 
Adoring the Sun is its dénoue- 
ment, which turns on sex between 
children and a suicide. Until then, 
the play is dull — for all the faux 
poetic language and mythical allu- 
sions, it’s essentially a tired, sad 
take on the Brady Bunch premise 
whereby a middle-aged couple 
marry and try to fuse their fami- 
lies. Unlike the Brady parents, 
Guare’s Penny and Philip begin 
their relationship with an adulter- 
ous affair, which they describe in 
stop-time segments addressed 
directly to the audience. Also, 
Guare’s couple bring their nine 
kids together far from suburbia on 
an archeological site on the island 
of Sicily, where they urge them to 
identify with the Greek gods and 
all things ancient, including the 


statue described by the title. 
When Penny explains early on 
that the stone baboons had their 





“eyes burned out because they’d 
seen their god,” it’s screamingly 
obvious that the Sicilian adven- 
ture will end badly. After Philip’s 


eldest son takes the name of 
Icarus, it’s easy to guess how. 
Indeed, the only surprises of the 
play, which is narrated by the 
mischievous god Eros, is the kid- 
die intercourse and the parents’ 
responses to the suicide, which 
are improbable to the point of 
ludicrousness. 


and there’s too much bombastic 
speechifying in the Becker/ 
Booster war between proud 
accommodation and ruthless, 
righteous anger. 

But when you consider the 
swill that gets produced, the 
work’s decade in a drawer seems 
a crime, because Jitney offers a 
plush, if slightly jerky, ride. And 
the Huntington staging is 
manned by some expert drivers. 
Here are actors who can put the 
pedal to ‘the metal of a show- 
down but can also take their time 
along the road, allowing us to 
savor the poetic idiom of black 
speech that is Wilson’s stock and 
trade. There are wonderful, ran- 
dom riffs to pass the time — 
among them a paean to the mer- 
its of fine “haberdashery” by oft- 
pickled cabbie Fielding, who, 
when he isn’t waxing sentimental 
about the wife who left him 22 
years ago, claims to have made 
suits for Billy Eckstine and 
Count Basie. Director Marion 
McClinton played Fielding in 
one of the play’s early incarna- 
tions, and he may be partly 
responsible for the . wonderful 


THIS VEHICLE offers a plush, if slightly jerky, ride 





characterization by raspy-voiced 
Anthony Chisholm, who can 
manage a quizzical squint even 
when pie-eyed and make a subtly 
painful ballet of heading for the 
phone with a hangover. 

As the upright if tired-out 
Becker, who upset his young son 
by doing — and enduring — 
what was necessary to keep the 
family afloat, Paul Butler is a 
sure, simple figure of Troy 
Maxonian stature. And Keith 
Randolph Smith exhibits similar 
strength as Booster, whose 
explosion of grief in the face of 
tragedy is frightening. Stephen 
McKinley Henderson does a sly 
turn as troublemaker Turnbo, 
whose nose is in everybody’s 
“bidness.” And Russell Hornsby 
conveys all the prickly resolve of 
Youngblood, who is determined 
to break out of the ghetto and the 
mold. Certainly the Huntington 
production makes a strong case 
for Jitney, which Wilson has 
retooled as the 1970s entry in his 
20th-century cycle. It may not be 
his masterpiece, but it certainly 
deserves to be shot into the 
canon. s 








and the 


Huntington staging is manned by some expert drivers. 


In 1992, when Four Baboons 
premiered at Lincoln Center 
under the direction of Sir Peter 
Hall, John Guare was still flush 
from the success of his acclaimed 
Six Degrees of Separation, a 
flawed but far better play that 
explores some of the same themes. 
Why did he follow up with such a 
ham-handed mess? My guess is 
that he was so eager to capitalize 
on the buzz about Six Degrees that 
he rushed its successor into pro- 
duction before it was ready. 

With a major rewrite, the play 
might work. As is, Four Baboons 
is a trial to watch, and it’s surely 
tough to perform, particularly for 
the kids. Except for the two 
eldest, the children mostly chant 
in unison, which is inherently 
awkward. And until the end, the 
parents are cardboard newlyweds, 
all lovy-dovy endearments and 
myopic optimism. As for Eros, he 
speaks in stilted rhyme and is 
often left stranded on stage with 
little to do. 

Director Southerland and his 
cast do what they can to make the 
play credible — which isn’t 
enough. The adult actors — Bill 
Mavis and Nancy E. Carroll as the 
parents and William Gardiner as 
Eros — are restrained and thor- 
oughly professional, and the seven 
younger kids follow their lead. But 
the eldest two, Justin Ordman and 
Kim Sedlock, are miscast. 
Although both are supposed to be 
13, they look older, Sedlock con- 


siderably so, and they create little 


chemistry together. The set, 
though spare, is imaginative, and 
the quirky sound, which might 


| 








seem intrusive in a better play, 
offers welcome diversion. But 
despite the company’s best efforts, 
Four Baboons is a crashing bore 
with a bizarre, hysterical ending. 

Ryan Landry’s Rosemary’s 
Baby (presented by the Gold Dust 
Orphans at the Dollhouse Theatre 
through November 21) is bizarre 
and hysterical from start to finish. 
A goofy musical spoof of the Ira 
Levin horror classic, staged in a 
new South End space, it aims for 
high-camp ridiculousness and hits 
its mark more often than not. Is it 
inane? Exceedingly and 
unabashedly so. Is it gross? Let’s 
just say that spectators should be 
prepared to dodge dirty diapers. 
Nonsensical? Of course. 

The star, for starters, is an 
unfertilized egg —— played by 
Landry encased neck to knees ina 
shell — that spends most of the 
play trying to convince Rosemary 
to allow it into her womb so that it 
can be born. As the Egg, Landry 
suggests a lewd Pee-wee Herman, 
only sillier. As Rosemary, Charlie 
Fineran, in titless drag when he’s 
not all but naked, vamps and 
poses to beat the band (which is a 
piano and nothing more). Under 
the direction of James P. Byrne, 
the supporting cast of whores, 
drug addicts, witches, and assort- 
ed slaves of Satan evince the 
sophistication and vocal range of a 
whoopee cushion and all the 
finesse of a real fart. Needless to 
say, the show is less polished play 


than gleefully sloppy, slap-happy ° 


queer cabaret. Did the audience, 
mostly guys, seem to love it? To 
death. # 
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of a particular brand of old-boy politics. 





NO ONE-SIDED POLEMIC, Hare's play explores personal integrity and belief at the mercy 


Shepherd's pie 


Racing Demon breaks the Church crust 
BY CAROLYN CLAY The title Racing 


Demon is taken from a children’s card 
game. But the fast fiend of David Hare’s 


play is the hopelessness of mod- 
ern urban life — against which 
even a Goliath like the Anglican 
Church can seem a David with a 
slingshot. Moreover, within that 
tradition-girded body, there is 
passionate disagreement about 
how to fling the rock. Hare’s 
eloquent and provocative 1990 
drama, here given an impressive 
New England premiere, isn’t a 
struggle between good and evil; 
it’s a battle among do-gooders 
in which — as in the namesake 
card game — “the quick and 
confident defeat the decent and 
indecisive.” 


urban-jungle vicar Lionel Espy 
nervously informs the Big Boss 
in the opening scene. “And they 
need something besides silence.” 
But though the play is full of jaw 
flapping among men, God never 
does act — even in the mysteri- 
ous ways for which He is famed. 
“Do something,” a dispirited 
Lionel beseeches Him in the 
end, as the messianic curate 
boasts enthusiastically of putting 
butts in the pews and a sophisti- 
cated young member of the laity 
heads toward Heaven the only 
way we know works: by plane. 
The Reverend Espy is less a 


RACING DEMON 


By David Hare. Directed by David G. Kent. Set design by 
Howard Jones. Costumes by Frances Nelson McSherry. 
Lighting by Kendall Smith. With Doug Stender, Craig Dudley, 
Denise Cormier, James Farmer, Lisa Colbert, John Tyrrell, 
William Bogert, Marya Lowry, Derek Stone Nelson, R. Anthony 
Carrigan, Michael Poisson, and Robert isaacson. At Merrimack. 
Repertory Theatre, Lowell, Wednesday through Sunday 


through November 15. 


You.might assume that a cat 
fight among the Anglican clergy 
would generate scant interest 
across the vestry, much less 
across the Atlantic. But Racing 
Demon is a fascinating play, full 
of compassion for its weli-mean- 
ing if at-odds characters, who 
include a South London vicar 
fighting societal ills and his own 
burnt-out faith, a wet-behind- 
the-ears young curate with a 
dangerously evangelical bent, 
and a frustrated conservative 
bishop in the mood for human 
sacrifice. Part of a trilogy of 
plays about British institutions 
that includes Murmuring Judges 
and Absence of War, the work is 
less the one-sided polemic you 
might expect from the left-lean- 
ing Hare than an exploration of 
personal integrity and belief at 
the mercy of a particular brand 
of old-boy politics. 

Like Tevye in Fiddler on the 
Roof, everyone in Racing Demon 
chats with God — though the 
Deity proves a pretty stony com- 
municator. “There are an awful 
lot of people in a very bad way,” 





salesman for the sacrament 
than a committed if hangdog 
dispenser of comfort and social 
services — played at MRT to 
rumpled, sad-sack perfection 
by Doug Stender, who appears 
to have the weight of the world 
pinned to his clerical collar. A 
good man, Lionel’s nonetheless 
a bit of a downer, head of a 
sadly dysfunctional family, and 
coveter of his curate’s ex-girl- 
friend, a sympathetic non- 
Christian named _— Frances 
Parnell. 

As for curate Tony Ferris, 
junior member of an urban- 
ministry team that also includes 
the homosexual Reverend Harry 
Henderson and _— goofball 
Reverend Donald “Streaky” 
Bacon, he’s a true believer who 
doesn’t find Lionel’s brand of 
shepherding aggressive enough. 
Moreover, Tony’s only loyalties 
are to God and an increasingly 
aggrandized image of himself as 
a cross between Jesus and Billy 
Graham. Which makes him a 
perfect tool for the Right 
Reverend Charlie Allen, Bishop 








of Southwark, who’s out to get 
Lionel for being insufficiently 
ministerial. 

No surprise that social issues 
fall into the cracks as politick- 
ing, both hardball and insidious, 
ensues — most hilariously in a 
scene at the Savoy Hotel bar, 
where the Reverends Harry and 
Streaky try to discombobulate 
Judas-playing Tony while guz- 
zling umbrella-clad tequila sun- 
rises. But the wins and losses 
are portrayed in human, rather 
than ecclesiastical, terms. And 
Hare does not stack the Racing 
Demon deck as thoroughly as 
you might expect. Tony will 
strike non-believers, in particu- 
lar, as a dangerous zealot, and 
Bishop Charlie is an iron-hand- 
ed CEO done up in churchly 
vestments. But at least these 
people have faith — and what 
“flock” wants a shepherd whose 
very crook is doubt? 

Rich and spare at once, the 
MRT production is helmed by 
artistic director David G. Kent 
and handsomely mounted on a 
set by Howard Jones that mar- 
ries Gothic architecture to chain 
link. Moreover, it’s very well 
acted, despite some sporadic 
English accents. As Tony, James 
Farmer counters Stender’s pas- 
sive resistance with a mix of 
youthful innocence and threat- 
ening zeal. John Tyrrell and 
William Bogert capture both the 
decency and the playfulness of 
Reverends Harry and Streaky. 
Denise Cormier is a savvy, 
attractive Frances, and Craig 
Dudley’s Charlie is formidable 
even in his clubhouse cordiality. 
Lisa Colbert does an affecting, 
distinctive turn as a_ battered 
Jamaican woman who does not 
want help, and Marya Lowry is 
haunting — even a bit spooky 
— as Espy’s neglected wife. 

Long a liberal watchdog of 
the English theater, Hare is get- 
ting a lot of exercise of late. He 
recently performed his own Via 
Dolorosa, an account of his 
recent journeys to Israel and 
Palestine, in London. His adap- 
tation of Arthur Schnitzler’s La 
Ronde, called The Blue Room 
and starring Nicole Kidman, is 
headed for Broadway. And his 
Skylight just had its Boston-area 
premiere at New Repertory 
Theatre. Add Racing Demon to 
the list of reasons Hare today 
won't be gone tomorrow. @ 











key 


Unlocking Stephen 
King’s Bag of Bones 


BY CHARLES TAYLOR “The past is a foreign 


country, they do things differently there,” L.P. 
Hartley wrote. The past is not a foreign country 


in Stephen King’s new Bag of Bones, but the present is. In King’s novel, 
the friendly town you took for granted, the comfy house that has always 
been a retreat and a refuge — these become disconcertingly unfamiliar. 
At its creepiest, Bag of Bones is a death's head singing the theme song 
from Cheers: welcome to the place where everyone knows your name. 
The real horror of this top-flight spook show isn’t in the spirits inhabit- 
ing the rural Maine town that serves as the novel’s setting (though they 
are scary enough); it’s in the sense of the past reaching forward to 
reclaim the present, the novel’s slowly enveloping realization that what 


we think of as history has never 
really stopped happening and so 

BAG OF - 
BONES 


it isn’t history at all. The sins of 
the fathers are literally visited 

by Stephen King. Scribner, 529 
pages, $28. 


upon the children in Bag of 
Bones. 

King has always been a canny 
exploiter of our archetypal night- 
mares. As those nightmares go, 
the sudden death of a spouse doesn’t carry the grisly pulp shock of some 
of King’s other inventions. It’s scarier on a much deeper level, the sort 
of nightmare that rears its head at the age when the thought of a spook 
hiding underneath your bed has lost its power. What’s hiding beneath the 
bed in Bag of Bones is far more unsettling. In an early scene, King’s hero, 
a bestselling novelist named Mike Noonan, whose wife Johanna has died 
unexpectedly, reaches beneath the bed he shared with her and comes up 
with a battered paperback copy of Somerset Maugham’s The Moon and 
Sixpence. A playing card still marks Johanna’s place. Mike picks it up and 
reads a few passages, and when he gets to an inconsequential sentence 
on the next page — “ ‘You funny little man,’ said Strickland” — he 
breaks down for the simple reason that his wife is never going to turn the 
page and read it. That passage is a potent metaphor of life interrupted. 
What Mike doesn’t yet know is that Johanna has moved on to other sto- 
ries. 

Bag of Bones is King’s attempt to write a classic ghost story that’s also 
an account of reckoning with grief, of the impossibility of going forward 
while stuck in grief’s soupy emotional dislocation. King is trying to do 
with this novel what Mike can’t do: honor the past while going forward. 
Mike’s emotional state translates into writer’s block. He satisfies his pub- 
lisher’s appetite for product by dusting off manuscripts that he’s squir- 
reled away in the event that he dries up (King is very sharp on how a 
bestselling writer must keep producing to maintain his audience); and, in 
a wicked irony, these old manuscripts are praised as showing a new 
maturity in Mike’s writing. Needing to escape, Mike decides to move to 
the house he and Johanna had purchased in a remote Western township, 
even though he’s been having nightmares about the place. 

Everything that’s engrossing about King and everything that can be 
exasperating come together once Mike makes his move. He gets involved 
with a young widow who’s raising her young daughter and trying to keep 
the toddler out of the clutches of her father-in-law, an insanely rich — 
and maybe insane — computer tycoon who wants to claim custody of his 
granddaughter, seemingly for nothing more than the sheer evil of it. That 
the story is melodrama isn’t the problem. That it needs to be streamlined 
(it could stand to lose about a hundred pages), and that King’s support- 
ing characters ate all types, is. (His villain, in particular, is overdrawn — 
imagine Bill Gates crossed with Lionel Barrymore in /t’s a Wonderful 
Life.) But King is also an ingenious entertainer. He avoids the letdown 
that usually attends the solution to mysteries by tying up all the story’s 
narrative and emotional threads in his climax. 

As he has in previous books, King is poking around here at the rela- 
tionship between writers and their loved ones, and between writers and 
their readers. He seems to regard his position as a writer of enormous 
pop bestsellers as one of some responsibility. In Bag of Bones, that has 
less to do with the book’s flirtation with topical “relevance” (the solution 
to the mystery involves both racism and sexual abuse) than with Mike 
Noonan’s conviction (King’s, as well) that readers who are investing 
their time — and money — in your work deserve more than a writer 
who's coasting to maintain his market share. 

That's obviously a question of craft, but for King it’s also a recognition 
that readers have put their emotions in his hands, and he wants to deal 
with those emotions honorably. “I believe:that even make-believe murder 
should be taken seriously,” Mike Noonan says at the end of Bag of Bones, 
and on the next page, “I’ve lost my taste for spooks.” I think what King 
means is that he’s not interested in shock effects for their own sake any- 
more, that even stories spun sheerly for our amusement (with no preten- 
sion to be great literature) need to be animated by basic human feeling 
rather than a publisher’s bottom line. & 
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Passages to India 


Talvin Singh and Asian Dub Foundation 


BY JOSH KUN Pour cuts into Talvin Singh’s 
first full-fledged solo album, OK (Island), and 


we’re on top of Mount Kailash in the middle of | 


a tantric sex lesson, being promised “the true 
story of ecstasy” in a bad Indian accent. But just 


when you think you’re gonna get the goods on 


the position that keeps you holy 


for 10,000 years — and just 
when you think that Singh has 
completely lost his- cultural foot- 
ing — global pop’s sawviest tabla 


blaster pulls a funny on Indian 
cinephiles and henna-happy sub- 
continent exoticizers alike (yes, 
Gwen and Madonna, that means 
you). “We call this position. . . 
NAAASTY!” 

The pre-fab aural incense fades 
and Singh unleashes his own ver- 
sion of Eastern spiritual Eros in 
under a minute: a messy mael- 
strom of angular metallic beats 
that bounce off one another like 
angry, digitized ping-pong balls. 
It might as well be the sound of 
bindis flying off Urban Outfitter 
foreheads. 

Being this critically live and 
direct is new for Singh. In the 
bhangra-to-jungle history of 
England’s ever-mutating “Asian 
Underground” club scene, he’s 
been a sort of ideological middle 
man. Not a polished Bollywood 
popster or bhangra crossover 
missionary like Bally Sagoo. And 
not offering the kind of post-colo- 
nial polemicism nurtured by 
labels like Outcaste and Nation 
and performed with the most 
anti-imperialist fire and brim- 
stone by Asian Dub Foundation 
(whose second album of riddim- 
and-dub time bombs — Rafi’s 
Revenge, on London — hit racks 
next to OK this week). Singh 
works the angles on globalizing 
Asia: he can do tabla drops and 
string arrangements with every- 
body from Bjérk to Sun Ra one 
minute and then the next open 
Anokha, an East London Asian- 
themed club complete with an 
ISDN link to Bombay and a 
Calcutta Cyber Café chill-out 
room. 

The club’s compilation spawn, 
Anokha: Soundz of the Asian 
Underground (for which Singh 
was the top-billed curator), 
quickly became the template for 
how the world would think about 


Notes fromthe 
‘Asian Underground 


Fun'da’mental 
Erotic Terrorism 
: (Nation) 


"wastes no time plopping its agenda on the table, instead of finee 
notes, they reprint the full text of the Universal Declaration of 
_ Human Rights over grainy photos of political torture and sav- 
_8ged bodies. Fun'da'mental stick with the same formula they 
_ soncocted way back on Seize the Time: qawwali " 
__ erupting into industrial terror, hip-hop nationalism 

pee md feedback clouds of North Indian classical 
ange mh , but putting Bombay film dialogue next to 





the Anglo-Asian sound clash: 
State of Bengal purloining an 
India Airlines flight announce- 
ment for a trip across razor-sharp 
tabla loops and diamond-backed 
jungle ‘beats; the Milky Bar Kid 
plugging in the 1200s for an elec- 
tro-funk session; Amar taking 
trip-hop back to its raga roots. 

In OK’s press material, Singh 
says he chose the title because it’s 
“the most common word in the 
world,” and because (and this is 
still Singh-speak), like music, it 
knows no boundaries. The open- 
ing seconds of OK’s first track, 


“Traveler,” begins with the perfect 
Singh mantra: “The world is 
sound.” 


But OK is more of an England- 
to-India, sarangi-and-sequencer 
diaspora travelogue than a global 
love-in (that is, if the world is 
sound, then the world sounds a 
lot like second-generation British 
Asians living in London). And a 
good thing, too. OK is like little 
else Singh or his fellow new jacks 
have come up with before. 

For one thing, it won’t leave 
club kids with a permanent smile. 
This is Singh the imaginary film 
composer, Singh the conceptual- 
ist, Singh the arranger, Singh the 
beat programmer, Singh the 
multi-instrumentalist. Traces of 
lush SD Burman scores wash up 
next to bpm speed blasts; dramat- 
ic readings about lotus leaves and 
crescent moons trail after 
Okinawan choral singers. 

Remixers, start your DATs. The 
first track lasts 11 minutes and is 
all undulating sitar, breezy flute, 
and sweeping strings. 

As a classically trained tabla 
player who now rocks an unclas- 
sical set of custom-rigged electric 
tablas (complete with effects ped- 
als and Mac-software plug-ins), 
Singh has long railed against pro- 
ducers and DJs of the ethno-tech- 
no persuasion who drop sitar and 
tabla samples into a mix as if they 
were snacking on samosas at an- 
all-you-can-eat buffet. OK is 
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Singh’s 10-track response: tabla 
compositions and electro-ragas 
for the digital age. On “Light,” his 
tablas coax a lone piano line into 
percussive ambiance; on 
“Butterfly,” his tabla fills bubble 
among nimble sitar plucks, gentle 
breakbeat rolls, and choppy flute 


exhales; and on “Vikram the 
Vampire” — imagine Philly Joe 
Jones’s “Blues for Dracula” on 


warp speed in a Bombay jungle 
club — programmed beats zing 
past one another in a “Wild East” 
shootout that leaves only the 
tabla’s snap-and-plunge standing. 

Singh has been characterizing 
the album as “marine,” and that’s 
just how it sounds; wide, fluid, 
adrift. It’s the opposite feeling you 
get listening to Asian Dub 
Foundation’s Rafi’s Revenge, 
which takes Singh’s globalist aspi- 
rations and grinds them into local 
urban responses to anti-Asian 
racism, police brutality, and immi- 
grant backlashes. ADF’s musical 
ties to India and Bangladesh cer- 
tainly leave their mark, but Rafi’s 
Revenge is no sitar-and-tabla fest. 
They get more of their rush from 
Black Britain — militant dub, 
hardstepping drum ’n’ bass — 
than from, say, sarangi master 
Ustad Sultan Khan (who plays on 
OK) or the late qawwali king 
Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan (though 
their incineration of his “Taa 
Deem” was the highlight of last 
year’s Star Rise tribute). 

“Dub is the teacher,” ADF 
chant on the racial-unity stomp of 
“Dub Mentality,” “Jungle is the 
preacher.” Punk shouter, ragga 
chatter, and rap rhymer Master D 
even declares himself “iron like a 
Lion from Zion” on “Naxalite,” 
the album’s surf-jungle opener, 
which is named for a late-’60s 
uprising of landless West Bengali 
peasants. 

Call it Black Asian noise for the 
new Babylon. Squealing guitars, 
jagged battle-rammed break- 
beats, dub and bass meltdowns — 
all to blow Oasis and the British 
National Party down in the same 
breath. You want nostalgic 
Englishness? Miss the days of 
Thatcher? Never minded Brit- 
pop’s race problem? Don’t come 
knocking on ADF’s door. “Check 
out our history,” Master D boasts, 
“so rich and revolutionary.” 

ADF, who perform this Sunday 
at Axis, hooked up as part of 
Community Music, an education- 
al center in London, and they 
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‘na ee Volume One 
(Outcaste/Tommy Boy) 


_ Shri & Badmarsh 








(Outcaste) nae 
Since opening its doors in 1904 as London's first alAsian 








NO OASIS: Asian Dub Foundation are part of an Asian 
Underground spreading Brit-pop borne from the imperial margins 
and come home to roost in the empire’s concrete jungles. 


have always seen themselves as 
more of a trans-generational ped- 
agogical sound system than a 
band (their ages range from late 
teens to mid 30s). Rafi’s Revenge 
is the recorded extension of their 
technology workshops with dis- 
enfranchised Asian kids, a punky 
jungle history-and-consciousness 
lesson for the “digital under- 
class.” “Assassin” introduces a 
new generation to Udam Singh, 
who knocked off a murderous 
Punjab ex-governor in 1939. 
“Free Saptal Ram” (here in its 
Primal Scream remix form) 
champions the release of a 
Birmingham Asian still impris- 
oned for defending himself 
against racist attackers. 

But ADF know that it can’t be 
all politricks all the time. On 
“Buzzin’,” they sneak in a jump- 
up energy blast, four minutes of 
pure jungle-rock perfection with 
its flute-laced Duane Eddy guitar 
twang and — how’s this for a 
drum ’n’ bass novelty — a word- 









"Bombay the Hard Way: 


: _ Guns, Cars, & Sitars 
















tripping chorus that you actually 
want to hear again. 

ADF guitarist and programmer 
Chandrasonic once told me he 
thought ADF were “the real Brit- 
pop,” a post-punk black and 
Asian ghetto mini-movement that 
reflected the racial and _ political 
realities of contemporary Eng- 
land, not Beatlesque daydreams 
of UK whiteness. Singh probably 
wouldn’t admit it so quickly, but 
he’s part of that too: the Asian 
Underground is Brit-pop borne 
from the imperial margins and 
come home to roost in the 
empire’s concrete jungles. “Cut 
and a splice and a regenera- 
tion/Militant mix and equaliza- 
tion,” Master D rants, “Pushing 
back borders of your musical civ- 
ilization.” Just because the world 
is sound doesn’t mean it isn’t also 
a battlefield. ® 


Asian Dub Foundation perform 
this Sunday, November 8, at Axis. 
Call 262-2437. 


~ a collaboration between two of Outcaste’s biggest guns, 
Bombay electric-bassist Shri-and East London junglist 
Badmarsh. A dance-floor tabla addict's dream. 
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Blowing in the 


Letters to Cleo sail on, solo 


BY BRETT MILANO Getting dumped by a | 
major label may be the best thing that ever 
happened to Letters to Cleo. The well-liked 
local popsters might not appear to be in the 
most enviable position these days. They 
recently split with their label Revolution 


(formerly Giant) after three 
albums — each one a musical 
step forward, and each a worse 
seller. They don’t have another 
deal in the works just yet, don’t 
have any high-profile shows 
coming up, don’t even have a 
drummer. So why are the band 
members having such a good 
time? It all hinges on where you 
draw your priorities. 

“Look at our history — we’ve 
gone from getting discount beer 
at shows to free drink tickets to a 
free case of beer to ‘just ask.’ It 
just keeps getting better,” notes 
guitarist Greg McKenna when 
we talk (over coffee, of all 
things) at the Middle East. “We 
can sit around lamenting the fact 
that we’re not on a label any- 
more,” adds singer Kay Hanley. 
“But look, we’ve put out three 
records — that’s not getting 
fucked over. Beyond that, I 
blame the climate more than I 
blame any individuals. But we’ve 
still got enough money to pay 
our rent, and to buy a fancy din- 
ner once in a while. And it sup- 
ports our alcoholism just fine.” 
Adds McKenna, “All we wanted 
at the start was to open for O 
Positive on a Thursday. So by 
now we’ve exceeded any expec- 
tations we could have had. | 
don’t want to be famous anyway 
— screw fame, it’s annoying.” 

In fact, the Cleos haven’t spent 
the last few months sitting 
around drinking beer — or even 
smoking dope, though they did 
contribute an enjoyably gung-ho 
song on that topic (“Let’s Get 
High”) to the forthcoming 
Hempilation 2 comp’ (on 
Capricorn). Instead, they’re 
turning up everywhere. Hanley 
just wrapped up a successful run 
in the Boston Rock Opera’s 
Preservation, which may yet wind 
up playing in England if author 
Ray Davies has his way. 
Guitarist Michael Eisenstein and 
bassist Scott Reibling began 
work last week (with former 
band drummer Stacey Jones) on 
a solo album by former Veruca 
Salt singer Nina Gordon. Hanley 
and McKenna will take the time 
to demo songs for the next Cleos 
album. 

Meanwhile, soundtrack offers 
have been rolling in, and they’ll 
be involved in at least two films 
next spring. Oh, and there’s also 
a new Letters to Cleo album, sort 
of: next week will see the CD 
release of Sister, their original 
demo cassette from 1993. 
Recorded when the band were 
nowhere near as tight as they are 
now (and including an embryon- 
ic version of the local hit “I 
See”), the tape’s become a desir- 
able item in fan circles — even 
though the band have had few 
nice words for it over the years. 

“It’s not very good,” Hanley 
admits flat out. “And yeah, I have 
a few misgivings about putting it 








out. But from a fan standpoint 
it’s a missing link to what we 


| were doing before Cleo became 


Cleo, even if I never listen to it 
myself. Honestly, I doubt we’d 
be doing this if people weren’t 
swapping the tape on _ the 
Internet, so people have genera- 
tion after generation of terribly 


| dubbed Sister tapes. Then | 


heard that people were offering 
to burn CD copies for each 


| other, so it was time we stepped 
| in and did some quality control.” 


The original tape wasn’t quite 


| album-length, so the CD version 
| will be beefed up with some more 
| recent tracks, mostly cover ver- 
| sions that appeared on comps 
| and soundtracks — though alas, 
| their ace cover of the Cars’ 


“Dangerous Type” remains 
under license to Sony for the 


| soundtrack of The Craft. 


More film soundtracks are 


| underway, including the January 


release Jawbreaker (for which 


| they’ve recorded yet another ver- 


sion of “I See”) and next spring’s 
Ten Things I Hate About You, for 


| which they’ve covered two great 


pop nuggets, Nick Lowe’s 
“Cruel To Be Kind” and Cheap 
Trick’s “I Want You To Want 
Me.” As for the latter film, 
Hanley says “It’s one of those 
dumb — no, I shouldn’t say that. 
It’s one of those popular teen 
flicks, an adaptation of The 
Taming of the Shrew. Adds 
McKenna, “It’s gratifying to 
have these gigs, after what hap- 
pened with the last two albums. 
It’s like people are saying, ‘No, 
you don’t really suck.’ ” 

It’s no secret that major-label 
deals are getting harder to hold 
on to. Just ask the increasing 
number of Boston bands who’ve 
been dropped recently. But more 
bands are proving they can sur- 
vive without one. Juliana Hatfield 
sold out the Middle East two 
weekends ago, though she’s tech- 
nically unsignéd (she licensed the 
Bed album. to Zoé/Rounder in a 
one-off deal). And Letters to 
Cleo are finding themselves in 
more demand than when they 
were signed. They figure they 
can’t be the only people in the 
business who don’t get along 
with Irving Azoff, the long-time 
industry shark (and Eagles man- 
ager) who ran their label. 

“I know I was singing the 
praises of Revolution last year,” 
Hanley admits. “It was the bat- 
tered-wife syndrome — ‘He’s 
changed this time, I know he 
has!’ I know that people who 
wanted to work with us wouldn’t 
approach us when we were with 
Irving. Because we didn’t hustle 
for those film soundtracks we 
got, they just came to us. After 
we had a very public parting of 
the ways with Revolution, people 
must have figured that it was 
safe.” 

The relative flop of last year’s 
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DANA SMITH 


NEVER MIND THE REVOLUTION: “I’ve got nothing to be bitter about,” Kay Hanley says. “We've 


Go album is still a surprise, how- 
ever, Didn’t the label grease 
enough palms to get it played on 
the radio? “I know they did, 
because I saw it happen,” says 
the always-frank Hanley. “And I 
know I had to kiss a lot of peo- 
ple’s asses. Guess I should have 
sucked their dicks instead.” 
They figure they won’t bother 
seeking out another label until 
they’re ready to go back into the 
studio, which should happen 
next spring. And the drum chair 
is likely to stay vacant: a number 
of part-timers have been in since 
Stacey Jones gave notice three 
years ago. Jones came back for a 
handful of recent shows, though 
he’s now fronting his own band 
(said to be the object of a major- 
label bidding war). Tom Polce 
and Jason Sutter (respectively 
with Sefior Happy and Jack 
Drag) have also been aboard. 
And more recently it was the 
ubiquitous Mike Levesque (of 
Talking to Animals and scads of 
sessions) who sat in for their 
Paradise opening slot with Cheap 
Trick. In the future they’ll go the 
R.E.M./XTC route, bringing in 
hired hands as needed. “At this 
point I can’t imagine anyone else 
coming in,” says Hanley. “I’ve 
been with Greg for 10 years and 
with Michael and Scott for 
seven, so who else could fit in?” 
Not that there haven’t been 
some discouraging moments over 
the past year — including a recent 
one where they read a CMJ review 
noting that Hole’s big-selling 
Celebrity Skin sounded like Letters 
to Cleo. “As it does,” says Hanley. 
“There have been times when I 
was ready to walk out at any sec- 
ond — millions of times like that. 
But really, there’s no question any- 
more of walking away from the 








| had a great ride. And the ride continues.” 





band. The band is who I am. It’s 
what I’ve done since I was 18 and 
I’m 30 now, so that would be 
walking away from my entire life’s 
work — and from my relationship 
with the other people in the band. 
They’re my brothers [and, in 
Eisenstein’s case, her husband]. 
I’ve got nothing to be bitter about. 
We’ve had a great ride. And the 
ride continues.” 


RICK HARRIS. For my money, 
former Knots & Crosses member 
Rick Harris is up there with the 
best roots guitarists in town. A 
master of the _ less-is-more 
approach, with a lyrical touch 
influenced by Richard Thompson 
and Robbie Robertson, he was 
largely responsible for the sim- 
mering tension that lay behind 
his old band’s quietest moments 
(he currently plays in Todd 
Thibaud’s band). He’s also the 


one member of K&C who hasn’t . 


released a solo album (since the 
1994 break-up Carol Noonan has 
done three albums and Alan 
Williams one). Now he’s partly 
rectified that by the release of 
Demo — a five-song EP that he 
circulated among the industry 
last year and is now putting up 
for sale. 

The EP finds his knack intact, 
and fans of Knots & Crosses will 
be glad to hear that he hasn’t 
cheered up a bit. His band always 
took the dark and haunting 
option, and he continues to do so 
here, though the musical roots 
have shifted from Celtic folk to 
country, and his voice has taken 
on an appropriately grizzled tone. 
Harris writes mainly of love 
affairs that have either crashed 
and burned »r are about to. And, 
repeating an old K&C trick, he 
saves the cathartic guitar solo for 





| the very end of the disc, on 


“You’re the One,” a plodding 
Thompson-esque ballad with 
vocal harmonies by Jennifer 
Kimball. Harris’s big solo height- 


| ens the romantic desperation of 


the words — the wailing tone he 


| uses carries as much weight as 


the notes, and every lick sounds 
as if it were being pulled from a 
deep and painful place. He 
throws two extra minutes of the 
same solo on as a bonus track, 
but that still ain’t enough. 


COMING UP. Tonight 
(Thursday) it’s Baby Ray at the 
Lizard Lounge, the Lune and 
Todd Thibaud at T.T. the Bear’s 
Place, and acclaimed songwriters 
Beth Orton and Ron Sexsmith at 
Mama Kin . . . Tomorrow brings 
former Crowded Houser Neil 
Finn to Karma Club, the Afghan 
Whigs to the Paradise, Ray 
Corvair to Bill’s Bar, Hovercraft 
and Abunai to the Middle East, 
and a big, bad Lookout Records 
bash to T.T.’s with the Donnas, 
the Smugglers, and the Hi 
Fives . . . Saturday it’s Komeda 
and His Name Is Alive upstairs at 
the Middle East and 
Swervedriver downstairs, Edith 
Frost, Wheat, and Archer Prewitt 
at T.T.’s, Jim Carroll at Mama 
Kin, the New Orleans Klezmer 
All Stars at Johnny D’s, and Al 
Kooper’s Rekooperators at 
Berklee . . . On Monday catch 
John Doe in a _ songwriter’s 
roundtable at the Paradise and 
Mr. Airplane Man at the Plough 
& Stars . . . Tuesday brings ex- 
Velvets legend Moe Tucker to 
T.T.’s with Jules Verdone and a 
new regrouping of 
Parliament/Funkadelic (not 
including founder George 
Clinton) to the Middle East. @ 
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TOWER RECORDS 


Val 
RINGSTEEN 


FAN? 


This Monday, 
November 9 from 
7:30pm till midnight 
is your chance to 
prove it! 

Be at The Pourhouse (909 Boylston) 
starting at 7:30pm sharp to hear the new 


Springsteen 4 CD collection, “Tracks”. 
Pick up “Tracks” at midnight for only 


43.39 CO 























R 
SPRINGSTEEN AND HIS FANS, “TRAM 


BY DANIEL CAVICCHI FO 
R ONLY 14.99. Cayic 
WILL BE ON HAND 19 SIGN COPIES OF HIS om 


STOP BY 
TOWER 
BOSTON 


(360 Newbury Street) 


MONDAY, 
NOVEMBER 9 
AT MIDNIGHT 


and pick up your 


"REE 
Spiritualized 
Paster 


with the purchase of 
their new cD 


“rive at The Alpert Hall” 
for 14.99 


WHILE SUPPLIES LAST 


Sale Ends11/07/98 














BOSTON CAMBRIDGE 
Mass. Ave. at Newbery 965 Mt. Auburn Street 





BURLINGTON 
101 Middtesex Terupthe 








BUILT TO SPILL: 
SPECIAL IN 
OTHER WAYS 


The night began with a acoustic set 
by Tiffany Anders, the dark-haired 
twentysomething daughter of inde- 
pendent film director Allison Anders. 
Sitting alone on stage downstairs at 
the Middle East last Friday, she 
strummed and sang her mostly plain- 
tive songs from her debut EP, 
Running from No Place to No Where 
(Up). “It’s hard to see you take such 
a fall/There can’t be much left, 
nothing at all,” went the chorus to 
one. It took Anders a while to find 
her voice, or at least to find the right 
key for it. But midway through her 
short set, she’d begun to bring to 
mind Juliana Hatfield singing mate- 
rial written by J] Mascis — promis- 
ing if not altogether original. 

Formerly a boy/girl guitar/drums 
duo a la the Spinanes, Seattle’s 764- 
HERO held down the middle slot as 
the trio they’ve been since releasing 
Get Here and Stay (Up) earlier this 
year. “Is that a girl playing drums?” 
someone yelled from the soon-to-be- 
capacity crowd. Singer/guitarist 
John Atkins didn’t answer, but yes, 
drummer Polly Johnson is a “girl.” 
After a decade-of indie-rock gender 
reform, that shouldn’t be any more 
surprising than the observation that 
she was real good. With the addition 
of bassist James Bertram, 764- 
HERO now sound like a more tradi- 
tional rock band. They worked their 
way through songs that often rose 
from whispered verses to nearly 
screamed choruses, with Atkins’s gui- 
tar building from a jangle to a growl. 

Built To Spill might as well be the 
last great indie-rock band who still 
have a major-label record deal (a new 
Warner Bros. disc is due February) in 
these post-alternative days of stream- 
lined rosters. Guided by Doug 
Martsch, a child of the artier pop wing 
of ’80s America punk (think Hiisker 
Dii) who’s now a father himself, the 
band have been a stable trio, with for- 
mer Spinane Scott Plouf on drums 
and bassist Brett Nelson, since the 
release of Built To Spill’s major-label 
debut, Perfect From Now On (Warner 
Bros.), two years ago. With his scrag- 
gly beard, receding hairline, and a 
drab oversized T-shirt covering a bit 
of a gut, Martsch hardly looked like 
the guitar hero he was on Friday. But 
he sure sounded like one. After suc- 
cessfully battling amp troubles, he led 
his band down a long and winding 
road of a set dotted with skewed 
hooks, gorgeous guitar solos, and 
touching lines like “We’re special, in 
other ways/Ways that our mothers 
appreciate.” 

— Matt Ashare 


DAVE HOLLAND: 
BASS MASTER 


A new CD by bassist Dave Holland 
and one of his semi-annual visits to 
Boston are always high points on the 
jazz calendar. This year is no excep- 
tion. Points of View (ECM) features 
his best band in recent memory, and 
last Thursday night’s first set at the 
Regattabar by his new quintet was one 
of the freshest and most inspired jazz 
shows of the season. 

Holland’s mid-’80s quintets fea- 
tured three horns voiced in warm har- 
mony and woven into linear patterns 
and interlocking vamps of surpassing 
clarity and swing. His subsequent 
quartets added a guitar or vibes for 
more harmonic and tonal colors. The 
band on the new CD combines the 
best of each, with saxophonist Steve 
Wilson and _ trombonist Robin 
Eubanks providing the horn voices 
and vibraphonist Steve Nelson joining 
Holland and drummer Billy Kilson in 
the rhythm section. The sound is rich 
but spacious, with an emphasis on 
intertwining lines, subtle rhythmic 
complexities, and close interaction 


| 
| 





the band members. By 


among 


live & on record 


Holland’s own standards, Points of | 


View is a bit cautious; it simmers but 
never reaches a full boil. 

That was not the case on the first of 
the Holland quintet’s three nights in 
Cambridge. With saxophonist Chris 
Potter replacing Wilson, the band 
ignited on the first number, Holland’s 
“The Balance.” Potter and the rhythm 
section flowed together in close syn- 
chronization — even as Potter’s lines 
grew choppier and less predictable 
and Nelson injected single clanks and 
shimmering chords, the sound 
remained clear 


and purposeful. 


Nelson’s solo was a model of creative 
tension; as Holland and Kilson grew 
more active and propulsive, he held 
back, using space and off-center note 
placement to create a feeling of sus- 
pension and expectancy. 

This is a group without weak 
links, and it seemed that everyone 
had his moment to shine. Eubanks 
and Kilson, an exceptionally alert 
drummer with keen musical reflexes 
and a strong melodic sense, engaged 
in a particularly synchronous 
exchange of ideas on the second 
tune, “Claressence,” Holland’s trib- 
ute to his wife. Eubanks’s agile and 
varied unaccompanied introduction 
to “Bedouin Trail” was also a high- 
light, incorporating a wide range of 
techniques — rapid tonguing, fast 
limber lines, and funky riffs — that 
never took the place of substance. 
Holland himself has always excelled 
at applying his prodigious technique 
to music of depth and substance, 
and he’s surrounded himself with 
like-minded players in his latest line- 
up. There are plans to record them in 
December — mark your jazz calen- 


dar for next year. 
— Ed Hazell 


ERIC ANTONIOU 
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jazz shows of the season. 











last Thursday night’s 
first set at the Regattabar by his new quintet 
was one of the freshest and most inspired 





ROB ZOMBIE: 
PHANTOM CREEP 


“It woulda been nice to be here for 
Halloween,” growled Rob Zombie to 
the gathered faithful at Worcester’s 
Palladium on the day after. “Whaddya 
say we just fuckin’ pretend and turn 
back the clocks?” It didn’t take any 
great leap of imagination for those of 
us in Mr. Zombie’s Neighborhood, 
where every day really is Halloween. 
The spookmaster general, looking 
deader and more grizzled than ever, 
served up a rilly big shew that dug 

STEVE MIRARCHI 





ROB ZOMBIE: every day is Halloween in Mr. Zombie’s monster-movie 
theme park. 


back to the grotesque and burlesque 
glory days of Kiss and Alice Cooper. 
A cast of go-go dancers, larger- 
than-life robot percussionists, even 
the tin man from the old Bela Lugosi 
serial The Phantom Creeps all moved 
in animatronic-like synchronicity — 
creatures out of a wax museum or a 
warped Disneyland vignette. The 
stage was set like the entrance to the 
monster-movie theme park that White 
Zombie’s music has often resembled: 
a faux steel arch adorned with skulls 
and flanked by two-story columns 
fashioned after the villains from Ted V. 
Mikels’s ’67 flick The Astro-Zombies, 
with a futuristic neon “Zombie” post- 
ed above it all as if this were a toy fac- 
tory or a movie museum — a facade 
recalling at once Metropolis, Universal 
Studios, and Castle Greyskull. All was 
revealed when a curtain fell amid 
spewing sparks, leaping flames, and a 
horned demon who stepped forth 
from the smoke. Then, another blind- 
ing flashpot, and in the blink of an eye 
the demon had ducked off stage right, 
replaced by Zombie himself crawling 
from behind the drum riser to appear 
as though some Satanic transforma- 
tion had taken place — an old silent- 
film trick to begin the most self-con- 
sciously cinematic rock-and- 
roll show in recent memory. 
If there had been any doubt 
that Zombie’s solo career is 
simply an extension and con- 
tinuance of the now-defunct 
White Zombie, it was put to 
rest. The set began with 
“Superbeast,” the opener 
from Zombie’s recent solo 
debut,  Hellbilly Deluxe 
(Geffen). After that the 
Hellbilly material (“Meet the 
Creeper,” “Living Dead 
Girl,” “Demonoid 
Phenomenon,” and the trib- 
ute to Herman Munster’s hot 
rod, “Dragula”) alternated 
with old White Zombie 
favorites (“I, Zombie,” “More 
Human Than Human,” 
“Thunder Kiss °65”). By 
design, though, the emphasis 
was on canny visual thrills, 
puns, and in-jokes, like the 
stovepipe-hatted caped 
specter with the smoking pipe 
organ who emerged for 
“Return of the Phantom 
Stranger” — a phantom of 
the schlock opera, with a 
wink and a nudge, invitingly 
over the top. 
— Carly Carioli 
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Fire starter 


The Afghan a ted burning 


BY MATT ASHARE The 


is the scene-setting sound ete punctuates the 


e sizzle of a struck match 


start of 


1965, the seventh album from the Afghan Whigs, and their 


first since leaving Elektra for Columbia. As 
far as | know, the last person to employ that 
little device was Lou Reed, whose 1978 live 
disc Take No Prisoners (Arista) opened with 
the sound of a cigarette being lit, fair 
warning that rock’s poet laureate had 
commenced blowing smoke up = an 
audience’s ass. Whig singer/songwriter/ 
guitarist Greg Dulli, who also produced 
1965, knows a thing or two about blowing 
smoke: he liked the line “A lie, the truth, 
which one shall | use?” so much that he 
used it twice on 1996’s Black Love 
(Elektra). And he’s enough of a music-trivia 
buff to know that with one allusive, close- 
miked flick of a match he’s brought a whole 
new load of baggage aboard. 

Dulli and the Whigs, who, aside from a 
few replacement drummers, have been 
together for more than a decade, got their 
start as one of Sub Pop’s finest back when 


. 


Dulli, a killer now returning to the scene of 
his malfeasance, threatened to set the city 
ablaze in “Going to Town.” Both discs 
found the Whigs drawing warmth and 
inspiration from the soul music they'd cov- 
ered on the 1992 EP Uptown Avondale — 
Al Green, the Supremes, Freda Payne, 
Dallas Frazier. 

With /965 (the year Dulli was born), 
the Whigs discover that there is a light at 
the énd of the tunnel of black love and bad 
deeds. It’s not quite a happy album, but 

s full of hope and of sexual healing 
Dulli even puts a little Marvin Gaye on the 
stereo in “John the Baptist,” a scduction 
abetted by some French Quarter blowing 
from a horn section led by Re-Birth Brass 
Band’s Roderick Paulin and the sweet soul 
background vocalizing of Susan Marshall. 
Even the vampire in the gorgeous rock bal- 
lad “The Slide Song” isn’t out for blood 





SOUL SURVIVORS: us the Afghan Whigs have gotten further from their Sub Pop 
roots, vind ve moved closer and closer to the hits ¥ the Let It Bleed/Exile —era Stones. 


the Seattle upstart was mainly signing 
regional bands. Although based in 
Cincinnati, the Whigs sort of fit the Sub 
Pop profile, with Dulli’s testostcrone- 
pumped rasp and Rick McCollum’s distort- 
ed guitars delivering the right mix of over- 
driven angst and aggression. They got 
scooped by a major in those heady days fol- 
lowing Nirvana’s commercial break- 
through, something they acknowledged 
with this cynical zinger: “They were on Sub 
Pop to get laid, they’re on Elektra to get 
paid.” That, as the band hint in the title of 
one new song (“Neglekted”), is not quite 
how things worked out. And with Dulli off 
pursuing the acting career he'd left behind 
more than a decade ago for his rock-and- 
roll dream (he had a role in Ted Demme’s 
Monument Ave.), it looked for a time as if 
the Whigs were history. 

Which is part of what makes 1965 such 
a triumph. Recorded earlier this year at 
Daniel Lanois’s studio in New Orleans (a 
city Dulli now calls home when he’s not liv- 
ing in Seattle), the disc suggests that 
Gentlemen, one of the very few nearly per- 
fect rock albums of the ‘90s, and Black 
Love, which was almost as good, were 
more introduction than conclusion. 
Gentlemen was a gut-wrenchingly blunt, 
sublime, seductive meditation on a desper- 
ate, dysfunctional romance. It began with 
the guy boasting “Ladies, let me tell you 
about myself/I got a dick for a brain and 
my brain is gonna sell my ass to you” and 
ended with him surveying the damaged 
sight of the woman he burned (“Bit into a 
rotten one now didn’t you?/Now I can 
watch you chew”). On Black Love, crimes 
of the heart gave way to actual felonies as 








— he “only wants a little love.” There are 
relapses and ghosts from the past: on 
“Crazy,” against a cinematic backdrop of 
party noise and a groove that hints at scc- 
ond-line funk, Dulli confronts the girl 
from Gentlemen. She's sold her soul to 
“some old boy who lives up town” — but 
with McCollum’s slide guitar slyly snaking 
its way into a patch of cellos and violins, 
Dulli admits with genuine affection that, 
as crazy as she is, he’s going crazy without 
her. And, on “Omerta,” with its haunting 
organ vibrato, ju-ju conga slaps, and jazzy 
horns, Dulli’s “up all night again,” “fucked 
and wired again” on some bad drugs he 
picked up from some rave kids. 

As the Whigs have gotten further from 
their Sub Pop roots, they’ve moved closer 
and closer to the spirit of -the Let It 
Bleed/Exile—era Stones. 1965 makes that 


connection tangible in “Citi Solcil,” a tune 
with a chorus that echocs “Gimme 
Shelter,” right down to the way 


McCollum’s guitar lead chases Marshall's 
background vocals down the stairs of a 
descending chord progression. In his own 
way, Lou Reed tried to go there too, back 
in the *70s, with songs like “I Wanna Be 
Black.” But Reed the poet wanted words to 
do all the work. Dulli the film geek knows 
the importance of a good soundtrack. 
When he lights up at the beginning of 
1965, it’s not just a bad-ass poct’s affecta- 
tion, it’s a cue for the band to kick in. 
When the smoke clears, what you hear is 
the voice of one of this decade's best rock 
songwriters. fe 


The Afghan Whigs headline the Paradise 
this Friday, November 6. Call 423-NEXT. 
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Dynamic duo 


Jack Dangers and Josh Wink 
explore the techno terrain 


BY FRANKLIN SOULTS The more things change, the 
more clichés like plus ¢a change become annoyingly 
unavoidable. Take synthesizer-based club music — the whole 


thump, buzz, and drone of it, from 
booming house and blistering techno to 
hazy trip-hop and woozy drum ‘n’ bass. 
The genre may not enjoy the broad appeal 
that post-alternative ‘zines from Option to 
Spin pretended it did when they blazoned 
the arrival of “electronica,” whatever they 
thought that was, but that’s partly because 
the form's constituent styles have mutated 
and multiplied far faster than popular 
culture can keep up with them. And yet 
with all this breakneck change, it’s 
somehow unsurprising that a revered 
techno veteran like Jack Dangers — the 
writer, singer, producer, and. sole 
permanent member of Meat Beat 
Manifesto — gets a restless twinge of déja 
vu from many of the latest clectronic 


permutations. 
“A lot of our music 10 years ago would 
have been in the industrial bracket — in 


America, not in Europe, but in America,” 
says the English-born Dangers by phone 
from his home in San Francisco. “Now, a 
lot of this dance music, to me it sounds like 
all this industrial effort from 10 years ago, 
but no one would dare admit that. Like the 
Aphex Twin and some of the Big Beat stuff, 
it sounds to me like the stuff that was com- 
ing out at the turn of the ’80s going into the 
90s. It’s basically just a different name 
now, and a different crowd, people are 
dressing differently, but who cares. You 
know, you'd wish they'd just get on with it.” 

Dangers himself is getting on with it by 
promoting Meat Beat Manifesto’s sixth 
album, Actual Sounds and _ Voices 
(Nothing/Play It Again Sam), in a tour 
with Philadelphia D] Josh Wink, an up- 
and-coming electro-whiz-kid who released 
his own major-label debut carlicr this ycar, 
Herehear (Columbia/Ruffhouse/Ovum). 
On the surface, this double bill, which 
comes to Axis on Saturday, is a perfect 
example of how much techno has grown in 
the past decade. Dangers always sought to 
create “a stream of consciousness” in his 
amalgam of warped beat loops and weird 
samples, yet on Herehear Wink demon- 








strates the mastery of a new generation of 
techno heads, young men and women with 
the skill to channel the stream into unex- 
plored terrain through subtle feats of engi- 
neering. In one track on Meat Beat’s new 
one, “The Thumb,” Dangers leaves techno 
behind in an extended tribute to '70s fusion 
that jams with some of the original mem- 
bers of Herbie Hancock’s Headhunters. 
Like the rest of Actual Sounds, it's fresh, 
arresting, anti-insular, accomplished. By 
contrast, Herehear offers “Hard-Hit,” a 
stunning synthesis of both jazz blowing 
and techno droning that builds a carefully 
modulated climax between free-form cater- 
waul and rigid rhythms like no fusion 
musician ever dreamed of. 

Wink’s album also shows how club beats 
have developed a complex contradiction 
over the years by moving from the really 
fast industrial whack of the late ‘80s into 
the really, really fast drum ‘n’ bass patter 
of the late "90s. Although the land speed 
record regularly broken by these new 
rapid-fire textures achieves biorhythmic 
alienation as effectively as MBM’s jack- 
hammer blitz of old, the music itself is far 
warmer, creating a brave new world where 
lovely cyborgs gently rush about at the 
speed of sound. As in Huxley’s madhousc, 
politics and history are swamped by sheer 
hedonism. Whereas Dangers always wore 
his vegan politics on his sleeve, Wink has 
kept his drug-free vegetarianism largely out 
of the mix while becoming the toast at E- 
popping European raves. : 

For all these differences, however, it’s 
still plus ga change Wink isn’t even as 
new school as he seems. “I’ve actually 
known him off and on for about eight 
years,” says Dangers about the former 
Josh Winkleman, a well-to-do Jewish boy 
who remade himself through years of club 
hopping, DJing, and hair growth. “We'd 
be playing Philadelphia and he'd always be 
there. You'd notice his dreads from a mile 
off. We've done some shows together in 
the past anyway, so it seemed pretty nor- 
mal to get in touch with him to see if he 
wanted to do this.” 

Normal is right. The 
pair’s shared taste for 
leafy greens, the leav- 
ening effects of their 
deep eclecticism, even 
their connection to 
Trent Reznor (Mcat 
Beat record for 
Reznor’s label and he 
collaborated with 
Wink on Herehear’s 
toughest track) — all 
of it makes them obvi- 
ous comrades in arms, 
more alike than not, 
no matter what their 
preferred BPM. set- 
tings. Working togeth- 
er in a club, they may 
well make the whole 
shebang of thump, 
drone, and buzz 
sound timeless. Or at 
least, as Dangers put 
it, “This tour should 
be really interesting.” 
A cliché to the rescuc 
again. ba 
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Northern souls 


-England’s Gomez come home 


BY MARK WOODLIEF You might expect arrogance and 
flash from a guy whose band just won Album of the Year in 
Britain. But Gomez singer/guitarist Tom Gray is no Noel 


Gallagher. When his band’s Bring It On 
earned this year’s Mercury Music Prize 
(the British Grammy) besting 
competition from the acclaimed likes of 
Pulp, the Verve, Catatonia, Massive 
Attack, and Cornershop — he was as 
surprised as any one else. 

“We had no idea,” he says over the 
phone from a tour stop in Arizona. 
“People were supporting us and saying, 
‘You should win,’ but you don’t believe 
people when they’re saying things like 
that, y know?” 

Never mind prestigious awards — Gray 
and his mates, who are all in their early 
20s, are still simply getting used to being a 
band. Although most of them grew up in 
the scaside village of Southport, near 
Liverpool, the current line-up of Gray, 
vocalist-guitarists lan Ball and Ben 
Ottewell, bassist Paul Blackburn, and 
drummer Olly Peacock didn’t officially 
come together until 1996, when they were 
all attending university in Yorkshire. They 
went on to record Bring It On before 
they'd ever played a gig. Their first-ever 
tour, supporting fellow Brits Embrace, 
was only last December; since then, 
Gomez, who headline at T.T. the Bear’s 
Place this Sunday, have been to Australia 
and Europe as well as the US. Yet they 
have fewer than 75 shows under their belt. 
“We're still learning how to play live,” 
Gray admits. “We're still changing all the 
time, so it’s kind of a big learning process 
for us.” 

Gray says the group’s lack of live expe- 
rience isn’t a liability, and that growing up 
around Southport — a town that caters to 
tourists and isn’t “the most exciting place 
in the world” — allowed Gomez to devel- 
op at their own pace. “I think if we’d been 
born as a live band, we might’ve sounded 
completely different. We weren’t interest- 
ed in playing live, anyway. So we used to 
spend all our time messing around in 
garages recording, making an individual 
sound and working on something original, 
rather than catering for audiences.” 

Although Gray acknowledges the 
important distinction between the studio 
and stage, he says Gomez’s strong suit is 
spontaneity in either format. “Live, 
there’s a lot of improvisation, and we 
don’t really know what’s gonna happen. 





BEST OF BRITAIN: Gomez say they were taken by surprise when they were pre- 
sented with this year's Mercury Music Prize, the British equivalent of a Grammy. 


It happens in the studio, as well. | mean, 
we work very, very quickly in the studio. 
We try to catch moments.” 

Ambitious in range, Bring It On is built 
on an organic foundation of blues-rock 
psychedelia that draws on the classic 
(Grateful Dead), the contemporary (Pearl 
Jam), and the strange (Tom Waits). 
Ottewell’s gravelly voice brings to mind a 
composite of Tom Waits and Eddic 
Vedder; Ball’s harmonica flourishes have 
the tone of a seasoned blues vet. There are 
sublime, even elegant moments that belic 
the band’s youth. “Rie’s Wagon” stretches 
out with piercing slide-guitar passages 
and dreamy tales of heavy alcohol intake. 
Elsewhere vintage keyboards, string 
arrangements (“Make No Sound”), funk 
grooves (“Love Is Better Than a Warm 
Trombone”), and arid acoustic-guitar 
phrasings (“78 Stone Wobble,” “Here 
Comes the Breeze”) dot a sonic landscape 
that suggests a very different sort of 
British Northern soul. 

Mindful of the disc’s American roots, 
Gray has felt an eerie connection to the 
States during Gomcz’s inaugural US tour. 
“In lots of ways bringing our music here is 
like taking our music to its spiritual home. 
But | think what brings it home to us is that 
though this vast country is where most of 
our influences came from, it’s still not like a 
movie. It’s real, and we're gonna have to 
work hard to make people sit up and listen 
to us. In some ways it’s very intimidating 
being here, ‘cause we come over from 
England, where we're playing 3000-capaci- 
ty venues. Here, we're a little support act 
and nobody knows who we are. You can’t 
go out on stage and say, ‘Oh yeah, we're 
Mercury Prize winners,’ and this, that, or 
the other. So you just go out there and sec 
if they like it.” 

Work has already begun on a follow-up 
to Bring It On, and Gray says the band are 
looking toward another classic Amcrican 
influence. “All I know is we’re gonna make 
a record that is very ambitious in its scope. 
It’s gonna be more Phil Spector—ish. It’s 
just gonna get bigger. And maybe a little 
quicker as well. The experiment contin- 
ucs, y’ know?” & 


Gomez headline at T.T. the Bear's Place 
this Sunday, November 8. Call 492-BEAR. 
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Master pieces 


Thomas Quasthoff’s Mahler, lost 
Mozart, and Andrew Rangell’s Bach 


BY LLOYD SCHWARTZ Four years ago, the BSO offered 


its first performance in nearly 20 years of one of the greatest 
and strangest works of the century, Mahler’s symphonic song 


cycle, Das Lied von der 
Erde (his setting of 
German translations of 
ancient Chinese 
poems), led with 
youthful impetuosity 
and aching nostalgia 
by Metropolitan 
Opcra honcho James 
Levine (who'll be 
returning next month 
for Haydn’s Creation). 
Last week it was Seiji 
Ozawa, in his first 
shot ‘at this 
masterpiece with the 
BSO. It had some 
intensity, though the 
notes remained mainly 
just notes, and not all 
of them sounded as 
beautiful or as delicate 
as they should have. 
The BSO strings 
have been in_ fine 
shape: lately (the gor- 
geous ccllo playing: in 
the slow nf>vemertt of 
Bruckner’s» Eighth 
Symphony the weck 
before almost com- 
pensated for the 
squareness of princi- 
pal guest conductor 
Bernard Haitink’s 
beat and conception). seems beyond art. 





connects effortlessly with both notes and words 1 i. away Piha 





But in Mahler’s cru-) ———-———— 

cial oboc part, assis- 

tant principal oboist Keisuke Wakao had nci- 
ther the insinuating tone nor the musical sen- 
sitivity of retired principal oboist Alfred 
Genovese; Wakao plays the oboe — litcrally 
— as if it were a trumpet. In one extraordi- 
nary passage of “Der Abschied” (“The 
-*arting”), the last song, Mahler’s profound 
half-hour-long leavetaking from everything he 
holds dear, the flute is left all alone with the 
soloist. Jacques Zoon sounded like a bereft 
nightingale fluttering through the pines, war- 
bling to the singer awaiting his final departure 
from his mysterious “friend.” 

And here’s the big news. Mahler called Das 
Lied “A Symphony for Tenor and Contralto 
(or Baritonc) and Orchestra.” Jessye Norman 
breezed in for the Saturday-night concert 
(and next week’s gig at Carnegie Hall), but in 
the three surrounding performances, the 
“alto” was German bass-baritone Thomas 
Quasthoff, making his Boston debut in a part 
he was singing for the first time. And he was 
extraordinary. 


The first thing you notice about Quasthoff 


is his disability. He was a thalidomide baby, 
born in 1959. He’s barely four feet tall, and 
ncither his hands nor his arms are fully devel- 
oped. But he can sing! His timbre reminds me 
of Sanford Sylvan’s, a little darker, with a rich, 
full, even tone all the way up and all the way 
down. “Warm,” “honest,” “natural” were the 
adjectives | kept hearing in the Symphony 
Hall corridors and stairwells afterward. He 
connects effortlessly with both notes and 
words in a way that seems beyond art. 
“Sunshine mirrors their slender limbs,” he 
sings in the fourth song, “Von der Schénheit” 
(“Of Beauty”) — and you could see that glint 
and feel the heat. And by ever so subtly lean- 
ing on and stretching out the vowels in 
“dunkel” and “heissen,” he let you into the 
“darkness” and the “searing” of the proud 
girl’s gaze as she watches the young man she 
secretly yearns for gallop by on his horse. 
Quasthoff caught but didn’t ‘overplay the bit- 
terness of “Der Einsame- im Herbst” (“The 





Solitary in Autumn”), andghe melted into the 
repeated last word of — “Ewig” 
(“Ever. Forever.”). 

Quasthoff’s partner “was Canadian-born 
Wagnerian tenor Ben ae who may well 
have been even. more expansive than he was 
with Levine four years ago. His voice is large 
but very focused, and he stood at the very lip 
of the stage, leaning on the conductor’s podi- 
um for balance, to be as close to the audience 
(and as far from the brasses?) as possible. 
Getting drowned out is a built-in risk for 
Mahler’s tenor, and Ozawa didn’t go out of 
his way to keep the orchestral lid on. In “Das 
Trinklied vom Jammer der Erde” (“The 
Drinking Song of Earth’s Despair,” in BSO 
violinist/celesta player Jerome Rosen’s elo- 
quent translation) and “Der Trunkene im 
Frihling” (“The Drunkard in Spring”), 
Heppner suggested an inebriated instability, 
yet his delicacy mirrored the glittering inno- 
cence in “Von der Jugend” (“Of Youth”), with 
its green-and-white porcelain pavilion mir- 
rored upside-down in the water, as seductive 
an image of heaven as any in music. 

The witty program began with a very differ- 
ent kind of Chinese music: Barték’s suite from 
his sado-erotic pantomime, The Miraculous 
Mandarin. This is one of Ozawa’s show- 
pieces, and though it was lively, it was neither 
very lubricious nor threatening. The clarinet 
“plays” a prostitute beckoning to customers 
from her window; William R. Hudgins made a 
lovely but awfully chaste sound, The trom- 
bones were hornier. But Ozawa suggested a 
genial carnival atmosphere more appropriate 
to Petrushka than to Bart6k’s sinister demi- 
monde. 


THE BIG COUP of Martin Pearlman and 
Boston Baroque was giving the modern pre- 
miere of the 1789 singspicl Der Stein der 
Weisen, oder Die Zauberinsel (“The 
Philosopher’s Stone, or The Magic Island”), 
one of the series of four fairy-tale operas pro- 


See MASTER PIECES, on page 29 
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MASTER PIECES, from page 26 
duced by the same group that a year 
later would present Mozart’s Die 
Zauberfléte (“The Magic Flute”). 
It's been long known that Mozart 
had a hand in this work, perhaps the 
orchestration of a charming 
“Meow” duet — a version of which 
exists in his own handwriting. Last 
year, a front-page headline in the 
New York Times announced that 
lowa musicologist David J. Buch 
had discovered in a Hamburg 
library a manuscript score that iden- 
tified the composers of each musical 
number: |.B. Henneberg (who con- 
ducted The Magic Flute), Benedikt 
Schack (Mozart's first Tamino), 
Franz Xavier Gerl (Mozart's first 
Sarastro), Emmanuel Shikaneder 
(the impresario and librettist of The 
Magic Flute and its first Papageno), 
and Mozart himself, who is credited 
with two additional numbers no one 
suspected. 

“You couldn’t by any stretch of 
the imagination say that Mozart was 
a major figure in this opera,” Buch 
said at the pre-concert lecture, but 
the music identified as his was sure- 
ly written by an “experienced” com- 
poser with “a sense of comedy and 
drama.” In_ performance, the 
“Mozart” music sounds like 
Mozart, if not like anything out of 
his top drawer. The density and 
color of the harmonies go beyond 
anything clse in the score. But even 
more striking are the numerous 
similarities to The Magic Flute, 
structural (two acts, two extended 
finales, strophic songs), vocal (par- 
allel voice types for similar charac- 
ters), and dramaturgical (warring 
spirits, abductions, magical devices 
portrayed instrumentally on the 
flute; comic and solemn music in 
dramatic juxtaposition, armored 
men, even a birdcage). 

The Philosopher's Stone- helps 
place: Mozart's “unique” late mas- 
terpiece in a fascinating 
historical/theatrical context, and it 
fills im.the blanks for this difficult, 
otherwise unproductive year in 
Mozart's “life. Buch thinks that 
despite all this evidence, scholars 
over the past century have been 
reluctant to associate Mozart with 
such a low form of collaborative the- 
ater. Shikaneder’s convoluted 
libretto even includes jokes about 
pubic “beards.” 

Instead of that lengthy libretto, 
Pearlman had director Robert 
Scanlan put together a skillful run- 
ning narrative (the original will be 
on the new recording), which was 
read with affectionate irony by ART 
regular Alvin Epstein and the 
smashing dancer/actress/director 
Carmen de Lavallade — whose 
meowing, among other outstanding 
qualities, was infinitely more con- 
vincing and emotionally shaded 
than soprano Jane Giering-De 
Haan’s. 

Except for Boston’s Sharon 
Baker as the birdcage-wielding 
genie (the magic bird inside it will 
sing only for the purest maiden; 
four wanna-be virgins fail the test), 
the singing, by visitors from the 
national vocal circuit, was profes- 
sional but pedestrian at best. I sec- 
ond Globe critic Richard Dyer’s 
lament that Baker didn’t sing all the 
soprano parts herself. One could 
think of a handful of other “local” 
artists who perform regularly with 
more character and better tech- 
nique. The orchestra, however, 
needed no apologies, given 
Christopher Krueger’s magic flute, 
Marc Schachman’s eloquent oboe, 
Jean Rife’s solemn horn, and tim- 
panist John Grimes’s startling thun- 
derclaps and anvil pounding. 
Pearlman, at his liveliest, kept the 
long evening going at a fizzy pace. 

The music, alas, has only minimal 
charm, and even the Mozart sec- 
tions are too brief and insufficiently 
developed to be satisfying. Still, The 
Philosopher's Stone is worth know- 
ing for everything it tells us about 
Mozart’s last year, his sources of 
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inspiration, and (as if we didn’t 
already know) how much greater he 
was than everyone else around him. 


ANY CONCERT by pianist Andrew 
Rangell is an event, especially since 
he’s returned to performing after an 
extended period of recuperation 
from a serious hand injury incurred 
by overuse. He began October with 
a fascinating program at the Longy 
School: teasing-and-singing Haydn, 
Carl Nielsen’s edgy 1919 Suite, 
Schoenberg’s neo-Baroque Suite 
(Opus 25, from 1925 — his first 
major 12-tone work), flickering 
Scriabin, and demonic though frag- 
mented Chopin. 

He ended the month at Boston 
Conservatory’s charming (as in 


————————— 


Victorian mead hall) but airless 
Seully Hall, playing Bach, all six 
partitas, among Bach's’ most 
inspired and inventive keyboard 
works. And Schoenberg again (“one 
of the most fearful spirits still haunt- 
ing us,” Rangell announced at the 
Halloween performance). Since 
Bach's partitas are suites of dances, 
this was the perfect context for 
Schocnberg’s “oblique take on 
Baroque dance rhythms.” And 
Rangell revealed Schoenberg's Suite 
for all its mock clegance (in that 
pinkies-out Menuet), deranged dis- 
locations, and grinning angularitics 
(like Picasso’s versions _ of 
Velazquez). 

One of Rangell's gifts is the abil 


ity to spotlight Bach’s sometimes 


overlooked melodies in the midst 
of the contrapuntal complexity 
His partitas were soulful, songful, 
and emotive, full of pianistic col 
oration, yet kept from falling into 
romantic excess by a consistent 
rhythmic incisiveness and a touch 
ing, almost ethical austerity. Even 
the brilliance had an inwardness 
This was Bach from whom that 
scrious Bach student Chopin could 
learn everything: shapely preludes; 
skipping courantes; 
sarabandes; high-stepping 


searching 


gavottes and elegant minuets; scin 
tillating gigues; fantasies, bur 
lesques, scherzos, and capriccios 
full of boisterous humor and dark 
er undercurrents. Each partita 
added up to some large-scale tri 


umphal utterance. The opening 
Toccata of the Sixth Partita took 
on an almost Handelian grandeu 
Although it was the sweetness ol 
those little tunes everywhere 
broke one’s heart 

Rangell made even the ornam 
speak, though his fingers can 
get a little tongue-tied. “It's a stru 
gle,” he remarked at a post-concet 
reception. But in every other wa 
playing was both secure and illui 
nating. His next comeback rv 
(December 13 at NEC) is a | 
gram of variations rangi 
Sweelinck and Be 
Christian Wolff's Ei 
Variations (based on 
Who else’s alley are the 
farther up? 
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THURSDAY 
8:00 (5) Mission Impossible (movie). What do you do 
if your script doesn’t make any sense at all? Cast Tom 
Cruise and hope people will watch him do anything. A 
really very bad movie derived from the fabled TV series. 
Hard-to-follow is not necessarily a narrative sin, but if 
the only payoff is confusion and anticlimax, it’s definite- 
ly a bad idea. Around about the third or fourth unex- 
plained double-cross, you'll cease to care whether you 
can tell the good guys from the bad. (Until 11 p.m.) 
9:00 (2) Mystery: Touching Evil, part five. Creegan and 
Taylor tackle serial murders just like the ones commit- 
ted 15 years before by a prostitute who's now in jail. To 
be repeated on Sunday at 10:30 p.m. (Until 10 p.m.) 
10:00 (2) Jonathan Creek: The Reconstituted Corpse. 
Did the beautician kill her plastic surgeon? To be 
repeated on Sunday at 11:30 p.m. (Until 11 p.m.) 

3:00 a.m. (2) Great Drives: Highway 61. Celebs take 
to the road in this series. 
Levon Helm cruises down the 
country’s blue middle in search 
of the spirit of Robert Johnson. 
And we meet Eudora Welty, 
who made the same trip 75 
years ago. To be repeated on 
Friday at 10 p.m. and on 
Sunday at 11 on Channel 44. 
(Until 4 a.m.) 


FRIDAY 
10:00 (44) Great Drives: 
Highway 61. Revisited from 


Thursday at 3 a.m. 


SATURDAY 
Noon (4) Football. 
Dame versus Navy 
8:00 (44) Masterpiece Theatre: The Unknown Soldier, 
part one. Repeated from last week. Gary Mavers and 
Juliet Aubrey star in a two-part drama about a rehab 
nurse who falls in love with an amnesiac World War | 
survivor. Along the way we get to bask in the horror of 
post-WW1 Britain, whose best and brightest pretty 
much all died. Conclusion to air on Sunday at 9 p.m. 
(Until 9:30 p.m.) 

9:30 (44) Anatomy of a Homicide: Life on the Street. 
Repeated from last week. Filmmaker Theodore 
Bogosian looks behind the scenes at the creation of 
Homicide's bottom-of-the-ratings Peabody Award—win- 
ning “Subway” episode, complete with art-versus-com- 
merce squabbles between the stupid network suits and 
show producers Barry Levinson and Tom Fontana. And 
after that, "GBH will show the episode (which most peo- 
ple missed). (Until 11:30 p.m.) 

9:50 (2) Doctor Zhivago (movie). Yes it’s long and yes 
it's political, but underneath what's meaningful and 
important lies the roots of hundreds of made-for-TV 
love stories. Thing is, Boris Pasternak did it right, and 
Omar Sharif and Julie Christie played it well. That's not 
to mention director David Lean’s postcard-perfect 
depiction of Russia in revolution. Compare this with all 
those special-effects jumbo-films of the past decade 
and you'll wonder where real filmmaking went. With 
Rod Steiger and Alec Guinness. To be repeated on 
Sunday at 1 p.m. (Until 12:50 p.m.) 

11:30 (44) The Jimi Hendrix Experience: BBC 
Sessions. Between 1967 and ’69, guitar legend 
Hendrix and his Experience recorded groundbreaking 
performaneées for the BBC — which just goes to show 
how far ahead’of American networks the Brits were 
back then. (The hippist music show in the States from 
that era was Hullabaloo — and that went off the air in 
'66; the most familiar was American Bandstand.) This 
special weaves together interviews with Experience 
bassist Noel Redding and BBC producers Jeff Griffin 
and Bernie Andrews with clips of Jimi doing “Hey, Joe,” 
“Sunshine of Your Love,” “Voodoo Chile,” and more. 
Tape it. (Until midnight.) 

Midnight (44) Sessions @ West 54th. Music from 
Natalie Merchant and Cesaria Evora. (Until 1 a.m.) 


SUNDAY 
1:00 (25) Football. 
Falcons. 

4:00 (4) Football. The New York Jets versus the 
Buffalo Bills 

5:00 (44) Backbone of the World: The Blackfeet. /f 
you had to come up with the best place to bury a show, 
you might settle on late afternoon on Sunday on 
Channe! 44. Fortunately, the people who produced this 
film — the Independent Television Service (actually a 
government-created arm of the public-broadcasting 
system and the people responsible for bringing us The 
Farmer's Wife) — called us to promote it. Director 
George Burdeau worked with young Blackfeet filmmak- 
ers to marry an ancient legend with the too modern and 
too familiar story of Native Americans losing their land. 
At issue is a tract called (presumably in translation) the 
Badger Two Medicine, a scenic spiritual retreat in the 
shadow of the Rockies recently opened up for oil spec- 
ulation by the feds. Behind all this is the loss-of-culture 
issue, which one tribal elder sums up as: “Youngsters 
don’t know the wilderness — just downtown.” 
November, by the way, is Native American Heritage 
Month. (Until 6 p.m.) 

9:00 (2) Masterpiece Theatre: The Unknown Soldier, 
part two. The conclusion. Okay, now the soapy part of 
this is getting to be a bit much. The Channel 2 pro- 
gram-schedule blurb writer tempts us with this: “Is 
Angel really the officer and gentleman Sophia believes 
him to be, is he John Gower, Jessny’s love back from 
the dead — or is he Rod King, suspected of deserting 
in battle and killing an officer?” We figure he’s probably 
Angel King, lost hod carrier. Repeated at 1 and 4 a.m. 
(Until 10:30 p.m.) 

9:00 (4) Mama Flora’s Family (movie), part one. 
Cicely Tyson stars in the title role of this two-part mini- 
series based on the “after Roots” book by Alex Haley. 
With Blair Underwood, Queen Latifah, and Mario Van 
Peebles. To be concluded on Tuesday, starting at 9 
p.m. (Until 11 p.m.) 

9:00 (7) Exlied (movie). Chris Noth returns to the role 
of detective Mike Logan and reunites with his former 
co-stars from Law & Order for a made-for-TV cop 
drama. (Until 11 p.m.) 

9:00 (25) The X-Files. The season opener. The more 
people we talk to, the more people we discover who 
confess they don't understand thing one about this 
series. (Until 10 p.m.) 

9:00 (44) Frontline: Fat. So many svelte models in TV 
ad; so many gyms; so many joggers dodging traffic — 
and still America is gaining weight. A look into the 
unhealthy but understandable condition of being over- 
weight. (Until 10 p.m.) 
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television 


10:00 (44) Globalization and Human Rights. Old pal 
Danny Schecter, who now runs a New York film/video- 
production operation called Globalvision, sent this one 
along. Charlayne Hunter-Gault globetrots to explore the 
impact of the much touted Global Economy on human 
rights and the environment. Conclusion: perhaps colo- 
nialism wasn't ali that bad. In South Africa, gold specu- 
lators have disrupted the mining industry and with it the 
progressive, large, and influential miners’ union. We 
also see how oil companies back repressive right-wing 
regimes and financial speculators keep Southeast 
Asian poor people poor. Watch it. Get it. And stop sup- 
porting the bums. (Until 11 p.m.) 


MONDAY 

8:00 (2) Legendary Lighthouses: Lighthouses of the 
Great Lakes. You never think about lakeside lighthous- 
es, but Lakes Superior and Michigan are surrounded by 
them. Tonight's highlights 
(hmmm) _ include Round 
Island, Grosse Point, and 
Raspberry Island. Repeated 
at 3 a.m. (Until 9 p.m.) 

8:00 (5) Football. The Green 
Bay Packers versus the 
Pittsburgh Steelers. Another 
100+ yards for the Bus? 
Another reception for Kordell? 
9:00 (2) Chihuly over 
Venice. Dale Chihuly, glass 
artist, teams up with glass- 
blowers from four countries to 
create chandeliers for the 
canals of Venice. A little diffi- 
cult to picture that. More diffi- 
cult to imagine that this is 
worth 90 minutes of your time — but it might be the 
treat of the week. Repeated at 1 and 4 a.m. (Until 10:30 
p.m.) 

10:30 (2) Digital TV: A Cringely Crash Course. 
Channel 5 is broadcasting a digital signal already; the 
rest will follow. Robert Cringely hosts a look into the 
next big push from the home-entertainment industry. 
Your part involves spending a quarter of your annual 
salary for a digital television receiver. It's supposed to 
look.great. The transition will be slow, expensive, and a 
pain in the ass (think of all those analog VCR tapes 
you've collected). Also consider this: the basic virtue of 
digital TV lies in the digital signal, which re-creates 
video images more accurately. Ah-ha! But what if you 
Start with a fuzzy video image? Accurate fuzz. So until 
the entire industry switches over, most of what you'd be 
watching on your $3000 digital TV set would be analog- 
to-digital programming. Yes, it will look better than what 
you see on conventional sets. (Time to ask yourself 
how much you care.) No, it won't even approach the 
clarity of the demo you saw from a video disc. And final- 
ly (sorry to throw too wet a blanket on this exciting new 
enterprise) you've got to wonder about an industry that 
can't make a VCR human beings can operate but is 
jumping into something this sophisticated. Beyond that, 
we're all for it. Those of you who already bought your 
$1300 digital receiver (which will be obsolete by the end 
of 1999) can catch high-definition broadcasts of The 
Birdcage on Thursday, Sleeping Beauty on November 
15, and The Santa Clause on November 22. Repeated 
at 2:30 and 5:30 a.m. (Until 11 p.m.) 


TUESDAY 


8:00 (2) Nova: Deadly Shadow of Vesuvius. A re-cre- 
ation of the worst day ever in ancient Pompeii. All of a 
sudden it got real hot, the air filled with smoke and ash, 
and then the entire metropolis became an archeological 
artifact. And, in the spirit of Channel 7 news hypes, 
WGBH notes: it “may happen again.” Repeated at 3 
a.m. (Until 9 p.m.) 

9:00 (2) Frank Lioyd Wright, part one. Ken Burns tries 
again, this time in conjunction with filmmaker Lynn 
Novick, and gives us two 90-minute documentaries on 
architect Wright, his work, his crazy life, and his times. 
The guy designed more than 800 buildings and 
changed the way people build stuff. Burns and Novick 
look at the transitions he wrought by following architec- 
tural and cultural trends from the 1890s to the 1950s. 
Plus we have rare Wright footage and soundbites from 
the man himself. We're not saying this isn’t worth 180 
minutes of your life. That's up to you. To be concluded 
on Wednesday starting at 9 p.m. Repeated at 1 and 4 
a.m. (Until 10:30 p.m.) 

9:00 (4) Mama Flora’s Family (movie), part two. (Until 
11 p.m.) 

10:30 (2) The Frank Lloyd Wright Way: Apprentice 
to Genius. Make that 240 minutes of your life. This isn't 
from Burns, but Channel 2 figured you might be in the 
mood to listen to four of FLW’s apprentices talk about 
their association with the legend. (Until 11:30 p.m.) 


WEDNESDAY 


8:00 (2) Morocco with Pia Lindstrom. Lindstrom 
(Ingrid Bergman's daughter) tours Morocco. You tag 
along. (Until 8:30 p.m.) 

8:30 (2) Greater Boston Arts. This month's edition 
include segments on August Wilson putting up Jitney at 
the Huntington, printmaker Frank Stella doing a work- 
shop at Phillips Academy, and the new-music band 
Alea III's composition competition. (Until 9 p.m.) 

9:00 (2) Frank Lloyd Wright, part two. The conclusion. 
(Until 10:30 p.m.) 

10:30 (2) Steam Trains Still Running. Yup. (Until 11 


p.m.) 


THURSDAY 
8:00 (5) The Birdcage (movie). Robin Williams, Gene 
Hackman, and Nathan Lane highlight this gay farce 
about a couple playing it straight for the sake of their 
son's straitlaced future in-laws. Directed by Mike 
Nichols. (Until 11 p.m.) 

9:00 (2) Mystery: The Life and Crimes of William 
Palmer, part one. Martin Chuzziewifs Keith Allen stars 
in this BIFPTMS (based-in-fact public-television mys- 
tery show) about a Victorian surgeon who poisons peo- 
ple to settle scores and cancel debis. Along the way, he 
does away with his wife, brother, and mother-in-law, but 
it takes a while for people to get suspicious. Repeated 
at 1 and 4 a.m. (Until 10:30 p.m.) 

10:30 (2) Jonathan Creek: No Trace of Tracy. A 
teenage girl vanishes, leading Jonathan and Maddy 
into the life of an aging rock star and a band of tree-lov- 
ing utopians. (Until 11:30 p.m.) 

3:00 a.m. (2) Great Drives: Route 66. Robert 
Townsend travels what's left of the fabled pavement 
between Chicago and Los Angeles. Some great sights 
along the way. To be repeated on Friday at 2 and 10 
p.m. on Channel 44. (Until 4 a.m.) 
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TOWER RECORDS 
Tramps tike Us 


...the new book about 
Bruce Springsteen and his 
fans, by Daniel Cavicchi, is 

available now at all 
Tower locations! 
































AQ MEANING 
music TEEN FANS 


among SPRINGS 
h 


neninl Cavict 
Haniel Lavitt 


Monday, November 9, Daniel Cavicchi will 


be signing copies of Traiips Like Us at 
The Pour House from 7:30-Midnight. 


You can hear the new Springsteen 
4-CD collection TRACKS and buy it 


at midnight for @ 
T if. LOCATIONS * HOURS * PHONE ORDERS 


QUIER eee 


STS" wu towerrecars.com 


RECORDS 
CAMBRIDGE BURLINGTON 


BOSTON 
Mass. Ave. at Newbury 95 Mt. Auburn Street 101 Middiesex Turnpike 


Club Goodtimes 


Presents... 


EA 
VME TA 





Sale Ends 11/17/98 


& 1°800 ¢ ASK © TOWER 









































Friday, November 20th 
Doors Open 8PM ¢ $8.00 Cover 


Good Time Emporium, Assembly Sq., Somerville 
617-628-5559 
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343 Western Ave, Cambridge 
Boston's Only True Reggae Club 


THUR 114, 11/12 & 11/19 


PURE FUNK 


(70’S & 80'S) 

- FRI11/6 & SAT11/7 — 
CRUCIAL MASSIVE 
(REGGAE) 

SUN11/8 
ALL THAT 


(HIP HOP, POETRY & JAZZ) 
WED 11/11, 11/18 & 11/25 


EXTREME JAZZ 


FEATURING THE ¢ NIRA ARTERY PROC I 





\ 








FRI 11/13 & SAT 11/14 


COOL RUNNINGS 

Gi (REGGAE) “ 
SAT 11/21 

#& VIBE WISE *“ 


t (REGGAE) 


SUN 11/27 & SAT 11/28 


ANTHEM #& 


(REGGAE) 


FINE JAMAICAN FOOD 
FOR INFO 492-7772 





GLALIG 


BABY RAY 
ROSS PHASOR 
THE GRAVY 


co ne Sos PARTY FOR 
UNK 
AND COMEDIEN JEN KIRKMAN 


SUBPOP RECORDS PRESENTS 
MURDER CITY DEVILS 
8 BALL SHIFTER 
THE BANGS 
LIZARD LOUNGE POETRY JAM 
WITH JEFF ROBINSON TRIO 


ty 11/9 


“THE FRINGE 
ACAPELLA DIGHT FEATURING 
4TH AVENUE & THE DEADLINE POETS 
Ay 11/11 
MARLENE LOSES IT AT THE LIZARD 
IRSDAY 11/12 
MASS MANIA @ 8PM 
ROSE POLENZANI @ 11PM 
ERIN MCKEOWN @ 10PM 
ROSE, ERIN & JESS KLEIN @ 12:30AM 
FRIDAY 11/13 
DEB PASTERNAK 
RDAY 11/14 
“FUZZY 
1667 MASS AVE. CAMBRIDGE 


547-0759 


2 UGHTS NORTH OF HARVARD SQ 
BENEATH THE CAMBRIDGE COMMON 
RESTAURANT + NEAR THE LAW SCHOOL 


Calling all Tragically Hip fans... 


TWE TRAGICALLY HP Be 


Orpheum Theatre 
Saturday December 5 3.0. 


Py r v 
For Tickets Call 617-423-NEXT S BA 


107R Union St. 


MA 02159 964-6684 


«1s DELTA CLUTCH 


with Killing Julie 


san MINDFLOW 


CD release Party w/The Kickbacks 
Lis SHAW AV AWACLaL Colas mexelielatcom alan) 


CPOREIERTLY 
58 Brighton Ave. 
Allston, MA 


concert line-254-7380 club line-254-9743 


Thursday, November 5 


| tS 
LIVING DAYLIGHTS 
JORDAN HOLT BAND 


Friday, November 6 
ANOTHER PLANET 
WITH SPECIAL GUEST 
STAND UP EIGHT 


Saturday, Nove 


MONSTER MIKE WELCH BAND 


WITH SPECIAL GUEST 
WALK THAT WALK 


Sunday, November 8 
Long Trail Ale Presents... 


ROCKETT BAND 


Monday. November 9 
| Melale mise: tim lcm odect-telel es 


THREE DAY THRESHOLD 


Tuesday, November 10 
Long Trail Ale Presents... 


ANOTHER PLANET 
AND FRIENDS 


Wednesday, November 11 
Long Tra! Ale Presents 


BARK LIKE A DOG 


Thursday, November 12 
BORDERLAND ALLSTARS 
APT. THREE 


amber 7 


THRU 
WEDNESDAY 
SPONSORED 

BY: 


oF exc TON 


Pub 
nt ay aire TM 


Kells 


Thurs. - 
Dance Party w/D) EDGAR upstairs 
& D) REN downstairs 
WIN A ROUND TRIP TICKET TO CANCUN 
No Cover 


Nov. Sth 


a Nov, 6t 
Power Shack andp 


sOpm 


: Sat. - Nov. 7th 
Pig Pen and Dj DRAGG 
& Dance Party downstairs w/ DJ) COLM 
9:30pm 


Aceattte “Getk Moth with 
Gary Gore and Margarita Night 
o Cover 


Thurs. - Nov. 12th 
Dance Party w/D) EDGAR upstairs 
& DJ) REN downstairs 
WIN A ROUND TRIP TICKET TO CANCUN 
9:30PM No Cover 


PriccoN 
Infractions is 


Dar Part 


Sat. - Nov. 14th 
Figure 4 and D) DRAGG 
& Dance Party downstairs w/ DJ) COLM 
9:30pm 


161 Brighton Ave., 
Allston 782-9082 


If Your “Eating Out” Budget Is Low, 
Then Check Out “On the Cheap” 
the Styles Section. 











To place a listing: bring it or send it to 


| Listings, Boston Phoenix, 126 Brookline 
| Ave., Boston 02215, at least eight days 
| before the issue in which it would appear 


Listings can also be faxed to 859-8201. We 
can't take any listings over the phone. 


| There is no charge, but your copy may be 


rewritten due to space limitations. Include 


| the time of the event (or the hours that a 


gallery or museum is open to the public) 
date, place, a description of the event, how 
much it costs, and a phone number that 
can be published. Specify whether admis- 
sion is free; listings will not be published 
without price information. If the information 


| is for an event or exhibit lasting more than 


one week, specify the dates of the issues 
in which you would like the listing to 
appear. Repeat listings may be deleted 


due to space limitations 


| Theater listings are separate; send them 
| by 2 p.m on Thursday to “Play by Play” 


Auditions, classes, religious services, 


| reunions, and events requiring advance 
| registration are not listed here: call Phoenix 
| Classifieds at 859-3300 to take out an ad 
| Unsolicited photographs are considered for 


publication but are not returned to senders 
NOTE: ABSOLUTE LISTINGS DEADLINE 
1S WEDNESDAY AT 5 P.M. FOR THE 
FOLLOWING WEEK’S ISSUE. To be con- 
sidered for “Hot Tix,” the deadline is a week 
earlier; to be considered for “Next 
Weekend,” two weeks earlier 


| THURSDAY 5 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

ABOVE CLUB, Worcester. Jay Tyer Group, 
Joel Rivard Group. 

ACTON JAZZ CAFE, Acton. “Blues Jam” 
with B.J. Magoon 

AVALON, Boston. Eurohouse with DJ 
Manolo. 

AXIS, Boston. “Chrome: House Connection 
2 Party,” house, progressive house, and 
trance with DJs John Debo, Buro Ajami, Bad 
Boy Bill, and Richard Humpty Vission; “Bar 
13,” soul, phunk, and house with DJ Chaos. 
BACKSTAGE, Haverhill. Bam Bam & the 
Red Rockers. 

BAY TOWER ROOM, Boston. Darin Ames 
& His Little Big Band. 

THE BEACHCOMBER, Quincy. Laughing 
Water. 

BELLA LUNA, Jamaica Plain. At 3 p.m., Bio 
Ritmo. 

BELL IN HAND TAVERN, Boston. Pete 
Manicalco. 

THE BIG EASY BAR, Boston. Catunes, 
Night Fever. Dance with DJ Matt Phipps 
BILL’S BAR, Boston. “Swing the Night 
Away,” swing, Vegas grind, go-go, and retro 
dance with DJ Miss Stacey and Jumpin’ 
Bones. 

BISHOP'S PUB, Boston. “Jazz from the 
Hip” with John Babu 

BLACKBURN TAVERN, Gloucester. “Open 
Mike” with Jabberwocky 

BLEACHERS. TOONS, Salem. Mixed Nuts. 


| BOB THE CHEF'S, Boston. Sonny Watson 


Quartet 


| CAFE BEAUJOLAIS, Gloucester. Jaqueline 


Chambers Trio 
THE CALL, Providence, Ri. Mike DiBari 


| Swingtet. 

| CANTAB 

| Cambridge. Little Joe Cook & the Thrillers 
CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NATICK, 


LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL, 


Natick. “Open Mic” with Ken Batts 


CENTURY LOUNGE, Providence, RI oom 





18, Marvel Kind 
CHAPS, Boston. “Music Factory,” R&B and 
house with DJs Billy and Fran 
CLUB BOHEMIA/KIRKLAND CAFE, 
Somerville. “Fall Down Fest” with Chinstrap, 
Front! Royale 
CLUB GOOD TIMES, Somerville. “Open 
Blues Jam” with Gerry Stafford Band 
CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. Pete Donnelly 
CLUB STELLA, Brighton. “Cabo Sabi,” 
Cape Verdean night; “A Touch of Class.” 
COLONIAL INN, Concord. Nat Simpkins’ B3 
Jazz & Blues Trio 
COMMON GROUND, Alliston. The Joint 
Chiets 
COOGAN'’S BLUFF, Boston. Novakane 
DICK'S LAST RESORT, Boston. Booty. 
DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL, Salem 
Passionate Gypsies 
FOUR COURTS, Dedham. Flip Top Head 
GILREIN’S, Worcester. Jason James & the 
Bay State Houserockers 
G LOUNGE, Boston. Jose Ramos Special 
Blend Band 
THE GOOD LIFE, Boston. Mike Shea Trio. 
GREEN BRIAR, Brighton. Love Dogs. 
H20, Boston. “The Dorm,” NYC house, 
disco, hip-hop, reggae, abd R&B with DJ 
Timmy D. 
HARPERS FERRY, Aliston. Silas, Living 
Daylights, Jordan Holt Band. 
THE HARP, Boston. Knight Fever 
HIBERNIA, Boston. “La Pasion,” Latin and 
Euro with DJ Roger M 
HOUSE OF BLUES, Cambridge. Duke 
Robillard 
IMPROV ASYLUM THEATER, Boston 
Chirs Luard Jazz Orchestra 
JACQUES, Boston. Miss Chris, Lakia 
Mondale, Stefanie 
JOHNNY D'S, Somerville. Peter Mulvey, 
Joe Panzetta 
JOHN STONE'S INN, Ashiand. “Jazz Jam” 
with John Stone's Jazz Duo & Lynn Simone. 
JOSE MCINTYRE’S, Boston. Undercover 
JOY BOSTON, Boston. “Diese! House” with 
DJ Sava and guests 
KARMA CLUB, Boston. “Groove Factory,” 
NYC and old school funk with DJ Bruno. 
KENDALL CAFE, Cambridge. Nick 
Thompson, Bleat, Jonathan Stark, Slava 
Grigoryan. 
LINWOOD GRILLE, Boston. Three Percent. 
LIZARD LOUNGE, Cambridge. Baby Ray, 
Ross Phasor, Gravy 
MAMA KIN, Boston. Front Room: instar, 
Matt Wilson. Playhouse: Beth Orton, Ron 
Sexsmith, 
MET CAFE, Providence, Rl. 
Homegrown, Get Up Kids. 
MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs: 
Vibewise, DJ Lotus Sound, True World 
Order, V:01. Downstairs: Bio Ritmo, La 
Timba Loca. Comer: Board of Education. 
OLE MEXICAN GRILLE, Cambridge. “Open 
Mic” with Eric Gerber featuring Ken Selcer. 
OXYGEN, Saugus. “Uncover Night,” top-40 
music 
PARADISE ROCK CLUB, Boston. Rusted 
Root 
PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. “Fuse,” 
house with DJ Felix 
PLANTATION CLUB DRAFTHOUSE, 
Worcester. Codey 
PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. Pete 
Weiss & the Rock Band. 
PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston. Jim 
Plunkett 
RED ROOM, Salem. “Last Call” with Marty 
Rowen. 
REGATTABAR, Cambridge. Brasileirinho, 
Teresa Ines. 
RHYTHM & SPICE CARIBBEAN GRILL, 
Cambridge. Jack Lee & Divercity. 

, RIO GRANDE CAFE, Marblehead. Blues 


MxPx, 





RYLES, Cambridge. Daniel lan Smith 
Group. 

SCULLERS, Boston. Marian McPartland 
SIR MORGAN'S COVE, Worcester. Load, 
Kelp 

SIT 'N BULL PUB, Maynard. John 
Fitzsimmons & the Last of the Boys 
SQUAWK COFFEEHOUSE, Cambridge 
Victoria Bonani 

THE TAM, Brookline. Joe! Press Trio 

THE TIMES, Boston. “Supergroove.” house 
and progressive house 

TIR NA NOG, Somerville. Ronan Quinn 
TOAD, Cambridge. Jennifer Matthews Trio. 
TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Jeff Auger Trio. 
TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston. 
“Aquarela,” Brazilian night with DJ Marcello 
Maicher; “Reunion Night” with DJ Zino. 

T.T. THE BEAR'S PLACE, Cambridge. 
Lune, Blacks, Todd Thibeaud, Swivel Chair. 
TURNER FISHERIES AT THE WESTIN, 
Boston. Paul Broadnax. 

UPSTAIRS LOUNGE, Boston. “Atomic 
Lounge,” swing and lounge with DJ Big 
Daddy 

WALLY'’'S CAFE, Boston. “Latin Jazz.” 
WATCH CITY BREWING COMPANY, 
Waltham. “Leprechaun Swing” featuring 
Jerry Bell. 

WESTERN FRONT, Cambridge. Pure Funk. 
WONDER BAR, Aliston. Grant Langford 
Quartet 

THE YARD ROCK, Quincy. “Benefit for New 
England Blues Society.” 


FRIDAY 6 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

ABOVE CLUB, Worcester. Lyres. 

ACTON JAZZ CAFE, Acton. Juilliette 
Willoughby Quartet. 

AS220, Providence, RI. “Pataphysical 
Circus” with His Panic Band, Eyesores. 
ATLAS DANCE, Boston. Top-40 dancing. 
THE ATTIC, Newton Centre. Delta Clutch, 
Killing Julie. 

AVALON, Boston. “House of Dance” with 
DJ Thanos; “Avaland” with guest DJs. 

AXIS, Boston. “Spin Cycle” with Meat Beat 
Manifesto, Josh Wink, Richard Fearless; 
Techno, tribal, and trance with DJ Tim Ryan; 
‘80s alternative with DJ David James. 
BACKSTAGE, Haverhill. Little Brother. 

BAY TOWER ROOM, Boston. Darin Ames 
& His Little Big Band. 

THE BEACHCOMBER, Quincy. Plumb, 
Uncle Bud. 

BELL IN HAND TAVERN, Boston. Spunky 
Monkey. 

THE BIG EASY BAR, Boston. Bob's Day 
Off. Dance with DJ Mike Perry. 

THE BIG EASY, Lowell. Paws Up. 

BILL’S BAR, Boston. Ray Corvair Trio, 
Remy Zero. “Nocturnal Friday” with DJ Bill 
Abbate. 

BOB THE CHEF'S, Boston. Stan Strickland 
& Bob Gullotti. 

BREW MOON SAUGUS, Saugus. Mama 
Kicks. 

BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA, Boston. “Gay 
International Night,” with Vicky; Latin house, 
salsa, and merengue with DJ Cesar 
Romero; dance and house with DJ Michael 
Sheehan. 

CAFE BEAUJOLAIS, Gloucester. Anthony 
Weller 

THE CALL, Providence, Ri. Eric Narwhal, 
Ricky Valente. 

CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD AAIL, 
Cambridge. Upstairs: Little Joe Cook & the 
Thrillers. Downstairs: Richie Rich & the 24- 
Karat Funk. 

CHAMELEON/SABI SABI, Boston. ‘80s and 
‘90s modern and alternative rock, new age 
with DJ Rowdy B 








BIO RITMO ‘stad ona aprernaen show at Bella Luna and an sitbtaads show at the Middle East on flencns the 5th. 


Rich 

CHOPS, Boston. Carol O'Shaughessy 
CLUB BOHEMIA/KIRKLAND CAFE, 
Somerville. “Miss Bliss Bash” with Hush 
Puppy, Pincurl, Steam Genie, Steph Pappas 
Experience, Mikey Bliss Organ Combo 
CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. Ferron with 
Jamie Sieber & Shelley Jennings, Rose 
Polenzani 

CLUB STELLA, Brighton. “Ladies Night,” 
hip hop and R&B; “African Night.” 

CLUB 3, Somerville. “Brazilian Night.” 
COLONIAL INN, Concord. Pat “Hatrack” 
Gallagher & the Workingman’s Jazz Band 
COMMON GROUND, Allston. Grinning 
Lizards. 

COOL BLUE'S, Chelsea. Tall Richard & the 
Night Owl. 
COSMOPOLITAN Boston 
SuperShag Boys 

DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston. Beantown 
Bar Band, Blue Soul 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL, Salem 
Mamadou Jolole, West African Beat 
DOMINIC’S LOUNGE, Boston. “Blue Shift” 
with DJs Crook & Mike Walsh. 

EMILY'S, Boston. Alternative, funk, and 
dance with DJ Kevin Sawyer 

ENVY, Boston. At 11 p.m., Funk, rhythm, 
and house. 

ESPRESSO BAR, Worcester. Red Mercury, 
Five Year Sentence, Shoot the Dancing 
Bear, Boiler, Side Show. 

THE EXCHANGE, Boston. Paul Beaudry 
Trio with Lenny Hochman. 

FINALLY MICHAEL'S, Framingham. Paul 
Combs 

FOUR COURTS, Dedham. Mugsy, Mike 
Reynolds 

GILREIN’S, Worcester 
Activators. 

THE GOOD LIFE, Boston. Swing Doctors. 
GREEN ACRES, Ashland. Back Pages. 
GREEN BRIAR, Brighton. Blockhead. 
HARPERS FERRY, Aliston. Another Planet, 
Stand Up Eight. 

THE HARP, Boston. SteamRoller Picnic, 
Tim Crandall. 

HIBERNIA, Boston. Hip-hop and house with 
DJ Marc. 

HOUSE OF BLUES, Cambridge. Jeff 
Pitchell & Texas Flood. 

IMPROV ASYLUM THEATER, Boston. 
Chirs Luard Jazz Quartet. 

IPSWICH BAY BAR & GRILL, Ipswich. 
Dave Powers. 

JOHN STONE'S INN, Ashland. Memphis 
Train. 

JOY BOSTON, Boston. “Opera,” salsa, 
merengue, Latin house, and freestyle. 
KARMA CLUB, Boston. Neil Finn, Dave 
Dobbyn. “Nocturnal Friday” with DJ Bradley 
J. 

THE KELLS, Aliston. Power Shack. 
KENDALL CAFE, Cambridge. Jay Hodgson 
Group, Coots, $5 Milkshake, Montrose 
Avenue. 

KINVARA PUB, Allston. Idiot Box. 
LINWOOD GRILLE, Boston. Cherry 2000, 
Vic Firecracker, Helicopter Helicopter 

THE LIVING ROOM, Providence, Ri. Riders 
on the Storm 

LUPO’S HEARTBREAK HOTEL, 
Providence, RI. Itchy Fish, Pig Modor 

M-80, Boston. “Latinhaus” with DJ J.C.; 
“London House” with DJ Alex. 

MAMA KIN, Boston. Music Hall: “Swing 
Night” with DJ Brother Cleve and Jumpin’ 
Bones. Front Room: James McMurty, 
Griffins, Wilder Road. Playhouse: 
“Playhouse Fridays,” top-40 and disco with 
DJs Tiz and Mauricio 

ME AND THEE COFFEEHOUSE, 
Marblehead. Karen Savoca. 

MERCURY BAR, Boston. House and tech» 


Swingin’ 


J.B. & the 





CLUB DIRECTORY 


ABOVE CLUB (508-752-2211), 264 Park Ave., Worcester 

ACTON JAZZ CAFE (978-263-6161), 452 Great Rd., Acton 
ALTERNATE ROUTE (781-331-2200), 500 Washington St., Weymouth 
ANGELICA'S RESTAURANT (978-750-4900), Ries. 114 & 62, Mxddleton 
ARIA 338-7080, 246 Tremont St., Boston 

AS220 (401-831-9327), 115 Empire St., Providence, Ri 

ATLAS DANCE (437-0300), 3 Lansdowne St., Boston. 

THE ATTIC (964-6684), 107 R Union St., Newton Centre 

AURORA (350-6001), 300 Congress St., Boston 

AVALON (262-2424), 15 Lansdowne St., Boston. 

AXIS (262-2437), 13 Lansdowne St., Boston: 

BACK ALLEY THEATRE (576-1253), 1253 Cambridge St., Cambndge 
BACKSTAGE (978-469-0070), 143 Washington St., Haverhill 

THE BANSHEE (436-9747), 934 Dorchester Ave., Dorchester 

THE BAYOU (978-499-0428), 50 State Si., Newburyport 

BAY TOWER ROOM (723-1666), 60 State St., Boston 

THE BEACHCOMBER (479-8989), 797 Wollastan Beach Bivd., Quincy 
BELLA LUNA (524-6060), 405 Centre St., Jamaica Plain 

BELL IN HAND TAVERN (227-2098), 45-55 Union St., Boston 

THE BIG EASY (978-458-5466), 280 Central St., Lowell 

THE BIG EASY BAR (351-7000), Boylston PI., Boston 

BILL'S BAR (421-9678), 5 Lansdowne St., Boston 

BISHOP'S PUB (351-2583), 5 Boylston Place, in the Alley, Boston 
BLACK AND WHITE THEATRE/GREEN ROOM COFFEEHOUSE (508-947 
7833), 250 North Main St., Middleborough 

BLACKBURN TAVERN (978-282-1919), 2 Main St., Gloucester 

BLACK CROW CAFE (983-9321), 2 Perkins St., Jamaica Plain 

BLACK RHINO (263-0101), 21 Broad St., Boston 

BLACK ROSE (742-2286), 160 State St, Boston. 

BLACKTHORNE TAVERN (508-238-9017), 402 Tumpike St., S. Easton 
BLEACHERS/TOONS (978-744-4328), 143 Washington St., Salem, 
BLUE BUFFALO (508-872-8822), 969 Concord St., Framingham. 

BOB THE CHEF'S (536-6204), 604 Columbus Ave., Boston 

BRENDAN BEHAN PUB (522-5386), 378 Centre St., Jamaica Piain 
BREW MOON BOSTON (523-6467), 115 Stuart St., Boston 

BREW MOON BRAINTREE (781-356-2739), South Shore Plaza, 250 Granite 
St, Braintree. 

BREW MOON CAMBRIDGE (499-2739), 50 Church St., Harvard Sq., 


Cambndge 

BREW MOON SAUGUS (781-941-2739), 114 Broadway, Saugus 

BRISTOL LOUNGE AT THE FOUR SEASONS (338-4400), 200 Boylston St., 
Boston 

BULLFINCH’S (978-443-4094), 730 Boston Post Rd., Sudbury 

BULL RUN (978-425-4311), Rie.2A., Shirley 

THE BURREN (776-6896), 247 Elm St., Davis Sq., Somerville 

BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA (482-3939), 51-67 Stuart St., Boston 

CAFE ARPEGGIO (508-339-2653), 214 N. Main St., Mansfield 

CAFE BEAUJOLAIS (978-282-0058), 118 Main St., Gloucester 

CAFE BELLA (628-4599), 717 Broadway, Somerville 

THE CALL (401-751-2255), 15 Elbow St., Providence, Ri 

CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL (354-2685), 738 Mass. Ave., Central Sq 
Cambridge 

CARAVAN CLUB (781-284-9599), 1380 No. Shore Rd., Revere 

CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NATICK (508-647-0179), 31 Main St., Natick 
CENTURY LOUNGE (401) 751-2255, 150 Chestnut St., Providence, RI 
CHAMELEON/SABI SABI (723-0121), 262 Friend St., Boston 

CHAPS (695-9500), 100 Warrenton St., Boston 

CHICKEN BONE SALOON (508-879-1138), 358 Waverly St., Framingham 
CHOPS (424-1441), 1271 Boylston St., Boston 

CITY OASIS (508-223-3398), 50 Pleasant St., Attleboro 

CLUB BOHEMIA/KIRKLAND CAFE (491-9640), 421-425 Washington St 
Somerville. 

CLUB HOLLYWOOD (338-8283), 1-3 Harrison Ave., Boston 

CLUB NICOLE (267-2782), 40 Dalton St., Boston 

CLUB PASSIM (492-7679), 47 Palmer St., Harvard Sq., Cambndge 

CLUB Q (267-7707), 575 Comm. Ave., Boston 

CLUB STELLA (524-0550), 1234 Soldiers Field Rd., Brighton 

CLUB 3 (623-6957), 608 Somerville Ave., Somerville 

COLONIAL INN (978-369-9200), 48 Monument Sq., Concord. 

COMEDY CONNECTION (248-9700), Upstairs at Faneuil Hall, Boston 
COMEDY CONNECTION AT CARUSO’S DIPLOMAT (888-398-5100), Rie. 1, 
Saugus 

COMEDY PALACE AT CHATEAU RESTAURANT (888-TO-LAUGH), 404 
Providence Highway., Rte. 1, Norwood 

COMEDY PALACE AT GRILL 93 (888-TO-LAUGH), River Rd., Andover 
COMEDY PALACE AT ROYAL MANDARIN (888-TO-LAUGH), Rie. 20, 
Marlboro 

COMEDY STUDIO (864-5311), at the Hong Kong, 1236 Mass. Ave., Harvard 
Sq., Cambridge. 

COMMON GROUND (783-2071), 83-87 Harvard Ave., Allston. 

COOGAN’S BLUFF (451-7415), 173 Milk St, Boston 

COOL BLUE'S (889-1312), 1000 Justin Dr., Chelsea 

COPPERFIELD’S (247-8605), 98 Brookline Ave., Boston 

COSMOPOLITAN (266-2258), 54 Canal St., Boston. 

DECO DINNER THEATER (781-932-9988), 5 Syivan Rd., Woburn. 

DICK DOHERTY’S AT MEMORY LANE (781-843-2200), 5 Columbian St. 
Braintree 

DICK DOHERTY’S AT THE CHASE HOUSE (800-401-2221), Pickering 
Whart, Salem. 

DICK DOHERTY’S AT THE CHINA BLOSSOM (800-401-2221), Rie. 125, 
North Andover. 

DICK DOHERTY’S COMEDY VAULT (729-2565), at Remington's, 124 
Boylston St., Boston. 

DICK’S LAST RESORT (267-8080), 55 Huntington Ave., Boston. 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL (978-745-0139), 7 Dodge St., Salem. 
DOGWOOD CAFE (522-7997), 3712 Washington St., Jamaica Piain. 
DOMINIC'S LOUNGE (426-8759), 253-255 Tremont St., Boston. 

DRUID PUB (497-0965), 1357 Cambridge St, Inman Sq., Cambridge. 
DURGIN PARK (227-2038), 340 Faneuil Hall Marketplace, Boston. 

EMILY’S (423-3649), 48 Winter St., Boston. 

ENCORE (338-7699), Tremont Hotel, 275 Tremont St., Boston. 

ENVY (542-ENVY), 25 Boylston PI., Boston. 

ESPRESSO BAR (508-770-1455), 70 James St., Worcester. 

ESTELLE’S (427-0200), 888 Tremont St., Boston. 

THE EXCHANGE (726-7600), 148 State St., Boston. 

FAJITAS & RITAS (566-1222), 25 West St., Boston. 

57 RESTAURANT (423-5700), Radisson Hotel Boston, 200 Stuart St., Boston 
FINALLY MICHAEL'S (508-879-7345), 1280 Worcester Rd., Framingham. 
FOUR COURTS (781-326-9000), 350 Washington St., Dedham. 

THE FOUR’S (720-4455), 166 Canal St., Boston 

FRIEND'S LANDING (978-375-9400), 85 Water St., Haverhill 

GIGGLES COMEDY CLUB (781-233-9950), at Prince Restaurant, 517 
Broadway, Saugus. 

GILES CAFE (978-740-0450), 32 Front St., Salem 

GILREIN’S (508-791-BLUE), 802 Main St., Worcester. 

GLENN'S RESTAURANT AND COOL BAR (978-465-3811), 44 Merrimac St., 
Newburyport. 

G LOUNGE (451-7289), 174 Lincoln St., Boston 

THE GOOD LIFE (451-2622), 28 Kingston St., Boston 

GOOD TIME EMPORIUM (628-5559), 30 Assembly Sq., Somerville. 

GRAND CANAL (523-1112), 57 Canal St., Boston 

GREAT SCOTT (566-9014), 1222 Comm. Ave., Boston 

GREEN ACRES (508-881-6211), Ashland Square Plaza, 410 Union St., 
Ashland. 

GREEN BRIAR (789-4100), 304 Washington St., Brighton. 

GREEN DRAGON (367-0055). 11 Marshall St., Boston. 

GREEN STREET GRILL (876-1655), at Charlie's Tap, 280 Green St. 


Cambridge. 

THE GROG (978-465-8008), 13 Middle Si., Newburyport. 

GUILTY PLEASURES COFFEEHOUSE (325-4779), 4174 Washington St., 
Roslindale. 

H20 (542-2215), at Mark's Crab House, 148 Northem Ave., Boston. 

HARD ROCK CAFE (353-1400), 131 Clarendon St., Boston. 

THE HARP (742-1010), 85 Causeway St., Boston. 

HARPERS FERRY (254-9743), 158 Brighton Ave., Aliston. 

HASTY PUDDING THEATRE (496-8400), 12 Holyoke St., Harvard Sq.., 
Cambridge. 

HIBERNIA (292-2333), 25 Kingston St., Boston. 

HOUSE OF BLUES (491-BLUE), 96 Winthrop St., Harvard Sq., Cambridge. 
IMPROV ASYLUM THEATER (263-6887), 216 Hanover St., Boston. 


IPSWICH BAY BAR & GRILL (978-356-7006), 24-26 Hammatt St., Ipswich 
IRISH EMBASSY PUB (742-6618), 234 Friend St. Boston 

IRON HORSE MUSIC HALL (413-584-0610), 20 Center Si., Northampton 
JACOB MARLEY'S (781-631-5594), 9 Atlantic Ave., Marblehead 

JACQUES (426-8902), 79 Broadway, Boston 

JAKE IVORY'S (247-1222), 1 Lansdowne Si., Boston 

JAZZ ROOM AT RAFFAEL'S (328-1600), in the Solomon Willard Building, 7th 
Fl., Enterprise Dr., North Quincy 

JIMBO'S SOUTH COMEDY SHOW (781-848-0300), 405 Franklin St 
Braintree 

JIMMY MAC’S AT THE BEANPOT (722-9321), 150 Canal St., Boston 

JOHN HARVARD'S BREW HOUSE (868-3585), 33 Dunster Si., Harvard Sq 
Cambridge 

JOHNNY D'S (776-2004), 17 Holland St., Davis Sq., Somerville 

JOHN STONE'S INN (508-881-1778), 179 Main St, Ashland 

JOSE MCINTYRE’S (451-9460), 173 Milk St, Boston 

JOSHUA TREE (623-9910), 256 Elm St., Davis Sq., Somerville 

JOY BOSTON (338-6999), 533 Washington St., Boston. 

KARMA CLUB (421-9595), 9 Lansdowne St., Boston 

K.C. PEPPERCORNS (354-3600), 795 Main St., Cambndge 

THE KELLS (782-9082), 161 Brighton Ave., Allston 

KENDALL CAFE (661-0993), 233 Cardinal Medeiros Way, Cambndge 
KHOURY’S STATE SPA (776-0571) 118-120 Broadway Somerville 
KINVARA PUB (783-9400), 34 Harvard Ave., Allston 

LA BONICHE (978-458-9473), 143 Merrimack St., Lowell 

LES ZYGOMATES (542-5108), 129 South St., Boston 

LINWOOD GRILLE (267-8644), 69 Kilmarnock St., Boston 

THE LIVING ROOM (401-521-5200), 25 Rathborne St., Providence, Ri 
LIZARD LOUNGE (547-0759), 1667 Mass. Ave., below Cambndge Common 
Restaurant, Cambridge 

LUPO'S HEARTBREAK HOTEL (401-272-5876), 239 Westminster St., 
Providence, Ri 

M-80 (562-8800), 969 Comm. Ave., Boston 

MADDIE'S SAIL LOFT (781-631-9824), Topside, 15 State St., Marblehead 
MALIMO (876-0285), 928 Mass. Ave., Cambridge. 

MAMA KIN (536-2100), 36 Lansdowne St., Boston. 

MAN RAY (864-0400), 21 Brookline St., Cambridge 

MARKETPLACE CAFE (227-9660), 300 Faneuil Hall Mkt., Boston 
MCGANN’S (227-4059), 197 Portland St., Boston 


ME AND THEE COFFEEHOUSE (781-631-8987), Unitarian Universalist . 


Church, 28 Mugford St., Marblehead 

MELTING POT COFFEEHOUSE (323-3323), 2 Belgrade Ave., Roslindale 
MERCURY BAR (482-7799), 1 Boyiston PI., Boston 

MET CAFE (401-861-2142), 130 Union St., Providence, Ri 

MIDDLE EAST (497-0576), 472 Mass. Ave., Central Sq., Cambndge 
MIDWAY CAFE (524-9038), 3496 Washington St., Jamaica Plain 

MR. DOOLEY'S TAVERN (338-5656), 77 Broad St., Boston 

MODEL CAFE (254-9366), 7 North Beacon St, Aliston 

MOZAIC ROOM COFFEEHOUSE (508-339-1109), Avon Baptist Church, 119 
N. Main SL, Avon 

NEW ENGLAND BREW PUB (723-8080), 19 Union St., Boston 

NICK'S COMEDY STOP (482-0930), 100 Warrenton St., Boston 

NICK'S KOWLOON (781-231-2500), Rie. 1 North, Saugus 

NICK’S MAUI (508-482-0930), Rie. 1 North, Brockton 

NORTHEAST BREWING COMPANY (566-6699), 1314 Comm. Ave. Allston 
OAK BAR (267-5300), at the Fairmont Copley Plaza Hotel, 138 St. James 
Ave., Boston 

O'BRIENS (782-6245), 3 Harvard Ave., Allston 

O'LEARY'S (734-0049), 1010 Beacon St., Brookline 

OLE MEXICAN GRILLE (492-4495), 11 Springfield St., Inman Sq 
Cambndge 

OXYGEN (781-233-7400), 1500 Broadway, Saugus 

PADDY BURKE'S PUB (367-8370), 132 Portland St., Boston 

THE PALLADIUM (508-797-9696), 261 Main St., Worcester 

PARADISE CAFE (494-0700), 180 Mass. Ave., Cambndge 

PARADISE ROCK CLUB (562-8800), 967 Comm. Ave., Boston 

PAT FLANAGAN’S (773-3400), 79 Parkingway St., Quincy 

PEARL STREET NIGHTCLUB (413-584-0610), 10 Pearl St., Northampton 
THE PEOPLE'S CLUB (497-6202), 288 Green St., Central Sq., Cambridge 
PHOENIX LANDING (576-6260), 512 Mass. Ave., Central Sq., Cambridge. 
PLANTATION CLUB DRAFTHOUSE (508-752-4666), 151 Plantation St., 
Worcester 

PLAZA lil (720-5570), 101 South Market Building, Faneuil Hall, Boston 
PLOUGH & STARS (441-3455), 912 Mass. Ave., Cambndge 

PURPLE SHAMROCK (227-2060), 1 Union St., Boston 

THE RACK (725-1051), 24 Clinton St., Faneuil Hall, Boston 

RALPH'S (508-753-9543), 98 Precott St., Worcester. 

RED ROOM (978-744-3236), 32 Front St., Salem 

REGATTABAR (661-5000), Charles Hotel, Harvard Sq., Cambridge 
RHYTHM & SPICE CARIBBEAN GRILL (497-0977), 315 Mass. Ave 


Cambridge 

RIO GRANDE CAFE (781-639-1828), 12 School St., Marblehead 

RIRA (262-2121), 835 Beacon St., Boston 

ROMA LOUNGE (978-374-8001), 29 Middlesex St., Haverhill 

ROOSEVELT'S (978-745-1133), 300 Derby St., Salem 

THE ROXY (338-7699), 279 Tremont St., Boston 

RYLES (876-9330), 212 Hampshire St., Cambridge 

SALEM BEER WORKS (508-741-7088), 278 Derby St., Salem 
SANDRINA'S JAZZ CAFE (623-9458), at Candelino’s Ristorante, 445 
Somerville Ave., Somerville 

SCHRAUTY'S (791-331-9588), 1166 Washington St., Weymouth 

SCULLERS (562-4111), 400 Soldiers Field Ad., Boston 

SEA NOTE (781-925-4300), 159 Nantasket Ave., Nantasket Beach 
SHERBORN INN (508-655-9521), 33 North Main St., Sherbom 

SHOOTERS (471-7788), 58 Ross Way, Quincy Center. 

SIR MORGAN'S COVE (508-753-2188), 89 Green St., Worcester 

SIT 'N BULL PUB (978-897-7232), 163 Main St., Maynard. 

SKY BAR (978-440-8855), 120 Boston Post Rd., Sudbury 

SLADES (442-4600), 958 Tremont St., Boston. 

SLEDEWS (978-459-7098), 29-31 Central St., Lowell. 

SMITHWICKS (978-937-2111), 98 Middle Si., Lowell. 

SQUAWK COFFEEHOUSE (868-3661), Harvard-Epworth Church, 1555 
Mass. Ave., Harvard Sq., Cambridge. 

THE STRAND (401-272-0444), 79 Washington St., Providence, Ri 

THE STREET (508-872-5533), at Polly Esta’s, 220 Worcester Rd., 
Framingham. 

SUGAR SHACK (351-2510), 1 Boylston PI. Boston. 

SWEETWATER CAFE (351-2515), 5 Boylston Pl., Boston. 

THE TAM (277-0982), 299 Harvard St., Brookline. 

TAPROOM LOUNGE (523-8383), at the Commonwealth Brewing Company, 
138 Portland St., Boston. 

TEXAS RED'S SMOKEHOUSE (978-744-7777), 29 Bridge St., Salem. 
THIRSTY SCHOLAR PUB (497-2294), 70 Beacon St., Somerville 

THE TIMES (357-TIME), 112 Broad St., Boston. 

TIR NA NOG (628-4300), 366A Somerville Ave., Union Sq., Somerville 

TOAD (497-4950), 1912 Mass. Ave., Porter Sq., Cambridge 

TOP OF THE HUB (536-1775), 52nd Floor, Prudential Tower, Boston 
TRATTORIA IL PANINO (338-1000), 295 Franklin St., Boston. 

T.T. THE BEAR'S PLACE (492-BEAR), 10 Brookline St., Central Sq., 


Cambridge. 
TURNER FISHERIES AT THE WESTIN (424-7425), Copley Place, Stuart & 
Dartmouth Sts., Boston. 

UNION SQUARE BISTRO (262-6981), 16 Bow Si., Somerville. 

UPSTAIRS LOUNGE (703-7364), 65 Causeway St., Boston. 

VARSITY CLUB (786-9053), 33 Independence Ave., Quincy. 

VINCENT'S NIGHTCLUB (781-986-5000), 6 Billings St, Randolph 

WALDO'S (536-6300), at J.C. Hillary's, 793 Boylston St., Boston 

WALLY'S CAFE (424-1408), 427 Mass. Ave., Boston. 

WATCH CITY BREWING COMPANY (781-647-4000), 256 Moody St., 
Waltham. 

WATERWORKS (689-0600), Victory Rd. at Marina Bay, Quincy. 
WELLFLEET BEACHCOMBER (508-349-6055), Cahoon Hollow Beach, 
Wellfleet. 

WESTERN FRONT (492-7772), 343 Westem Ave., Cambridge. 

WHITE CAP SEAFOOD RESTAURANT & TAVERN (978-356-9459), 141 
High St, Ipswich, 

WINTHROP PLAYHOUSE (539-1175), 60 Hermon St., Winthrop. 

WONDER BAR (351-COOL), 186 Harvard Ave., Aliston. 

THE YARD ROCK (472-9383), 132 East Howard St., Quincy. 

YERARDI'S (965-9848), 418 Watertown St., Newton. 
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AWARD-WINNING GOSPEL BRUNCH: JOYFUL 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8 - 10AM - NOON - 2PM 


PFHURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5 | MONDAY NOVEMBER 9 9PM 18+ 


IGIC@ NE GRAN TORINO 


ROBILLAR JD TUESDAY NovemBER 10 9PM 18+ 
ANTHONY B. 


also HALF PINT 


WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 11 6:30PM 
NEW ENGLAND SHELTER FOR 


FREE 2PM SATURDAY MATINEE HOMELESS VETERANS 
Passionate Gypsies FUNDRAISER feat. RONNIE EARL 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7 10PM| WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER I1 10PM 18+ 


« ” | BALL IN 
Me THE HOUSE 


THURSDAY NOVEMBER 12 10PM 
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 8 9PM 18+ 


SKALUTATIONS| & THE Vivuns 


PT TStH 0. Man FREE Parninc | 


THE ORIGINAL 


FRIDAY NOVEMBER 6 10PM 


EFF PITCHELL 
TEXAS FLOO 


\ 
96 WINTHROP ST 
617-491-BEUT 
ADVANCE TIX $97-2229 


Monday November 16 
THE ITALS 


Wednesday November 18 
FOUR PIECE SUIT 
Thursday November 19 
‘LAREN( 
“GATEMOUTH' 
BROWN 


Friday November 20 


NRBQ 





] = ~ 
Clana ggask.ane-ay 
ecec 72 
865 Second St. Manchester, NH 
Brings you New England's premeir 
cover band every Friday night 
11/6 
Velvet Crush 
11/13 
Cape Fear 
11/20 
Tucan Murphy 


b® Fe-4 


“Fri. Nov. 6, 9:30 pm 


TALL RICHARD AND 
THE NIGHT OWL 


WEE WSN 


Fri. Nov. 13, 9:30 pm 


TABASSCO FASCO 


Sat. Nov 14, 9:30 pm 


DEBBIE DAVIES 


* NO COVER ON FRIDAYS * 


BIg 5 % ey) 
==" Cool Blue’s =4 . 
(located on Histor: Admutal’s Hill Marina) 
Chelsea - MA - 617.889.1312 
www.cool-biues.com 


Blockhead 
Get away from the city, but enjoy 
the same entertainment. 


For info & ctrections, c« 
Purgatory box Office at 


603-624-2876 


Bang th ec enc receve fee act risston 


SAT NOV 11TH 
Bella Luna Presents 
A Benifit For 
J.B.Bowl 
a new music venue! 
featuring 
Senor Happy 
Patrick Emswiler 
Big Gladys 
The Willies 
Dan Blakeslee 
special guests Revery 
10PM FREE PIZZA! 


524-6060 


405 Centre Street , Jamaica Plain 


GREEN STREET GRILL 


Thurs. Nov. 5 
GIANCARLO BUSCAGLIA 
Fri. Nov. 6 
THE TARBOX RAMBLERS 
Sat. Nov. 7 
GIANCARLO BUSCAGLIA 


Nov. 8 
THE PRIME NUMBERS 
CALENDAR GIRL ¢ PAGEBOY 
Mon. Nov. 9 
MIKE IRELAND 
JOE PERNICE © TOMMY WOMACK 
Tue. Hov. 10 
MAGICIANS & SPIRITS (MAGIC) 
Wed. Nov 11 
PRESSURE COOKER 
280 GREEN STREET, CAMBRIDGE 
(GIT) 876-1655 


PPHHEHHH HEHEHE EH ESE SESE EE EEEEHESEEEESEEEEES 


% 








SUPERSESSION ‘98 
THE REKOOPERATORS 


Al Kooper 
Anton Fig 
Jimmy Vivino 
Mike Merritt 


with special guests 
Gary Burton and Paul Griffin 


Recording Live NOV. 7th at 8pm 
BERKLEE PERFORMANCE CENTER 


Tickets at Box office or call: 7=xafasren, 
at 617-931-2000 











472/480 Mass. Ave, Cambridge 


DOWNSTAIRS 


FRI 1/6 18+ $8 
WZBC PRESENTS 


HOVERCRAFT 
AD x 


SAT 1977 18+ S10 
SWERVEDRIVER 
R BITE ME 


SUN 11/8 18+ $7 BPM 


GAMEFAcE 


THE SHYNESS CSS 
aie ¢ GARRISON 


TY9_ 18+ $6 7:30PM 
Ai eat Fone 


‘OREN FAUCET 


TUES 1/10 18+ $17 Adv/si9 Dos BPM 
GAMELAN PRESENTS 


THE ORIGINAL P 
PARLIAMENT 
FUNKADELIC 


THUR 11/12 18+ $10 BPM 


JAD FAIR 
& YO LA TENGO 


BINARY SYSTEM 
THE WICKED FARLEYS 


FRI nA3 1B+ Mo BPM 


MONEY MARK 


SAT 11/14 18+ s8 
GAMELAN PRESENTS 


12/1 WBCN X-MAS RAVE noxrs onsaur 11/6 
12/5 THE UPPER CRUST 
12/9-13 MIGHTY MIGHTY BOSSTONES 


FRI 1/6 18+ $8 
GAMELAN PRESENTS 

MIRACLE STONE BAND 

hee 18+ $8 
K "attra SALVE 

ZUIKE pomnn 
SUN 178 18+ $7 Before npm, so after npm 
MAIN INGREDIENT PRESENTS 


SO sec ee 


TUE 1110 18+ $6 
OUCH & GO REC.) 


(TRANCE SYNDICATE REC ) 


WED 11/11 184 $6 


11/22 THE BUTCHIES (X-TEAM DRESCH) 
11/23 CHAMBERLAIN 
= 11/24 SNFU 
11/27 MOGWAI 
11/28 LYRES, SATAN’S PILGRAMS 


11/5 THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
11/6 HOUSE OF GUSTO 


PROPER ID REQUIRED FOR ADMISSION 
The Middle East Tix can be purchased 
in advance ot Strawberries, In Your 
Ear, Pipeline, Northhampton Box 
Office & Middle East Box Office 


OPEN MON.-SAT. 1-7 PM. 
For info & to charge tix without 
b 617 864 FAST 
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BLACK a) PEAS 
MELKY SEDEK 


ie PALLADIU 


house offur 98 


Sun nov 22 


7:30PM 


261 Main Street 
Worcester, MA 


ADVANCE TICKETS AVAILABLE AT ALL STRAWBERRIES RECORD STORES. 
10 CHARGE BY PHONE CALL PROTIX AT (800) 477-6849 
FOR INFORMATION AND DIRECTIONS CALL THE PALLADIUM AT (508) 797-9698 


NEUROSIS 


UNSANE/CONVERGE 
NILE/COALESCE 
THE DILLINGER ESCAPE PLAN 
“Ae IN . 


rake 
nov 6 





e vay 3 


Ay JOHNS GYM 149 Fhestnut 5 Sireet 


ADVANCE TICKETS AVAILABLE AT ALL STRAWBERRIES RECORD STORES. 


TO CHARGE BY PHONE CALL PROTIX AT (800) 477-6849. 
FOR INFORMATION AND DIRECTIONS CALL (978) 365-9085 


presented by MassConcerts 





36 LANSDOWNE ST. BOSTON 
CALL 536-2100» Doors @ 9pm 
SUPPORT LOCAL MUSIC 
See Tae NEWS SECTION Foe Ineo On Music Mau. Smows 


Thurs, November 5 Front 
INSTAR 


MATT WILSON 


(OF TRIP SHAKESPEARE) 
Playhouse $9 7pm soa 18 


BETH ORTON 


“SHE CRIES YOUR NAME” 


RON SEXSMITH 


SUGARHILL REC. RST 


JAMES McMURTRY 
THE GRIFFINS * WILDER ROAD 


Sat, November 7 Front Room $5 


NEON JESUS « LUXX 


STATIC * DEVOTCHA 
Music Hall $17 7pm Doors 


JIM CARROLL 
eed noeanrn 
Sun Nov. 8. S83.Fr ) 
COPPERTREE * SUITE 16 


Mon, November 9, $3 
MONSTA MOWBAY W/ 
BOILER + SPEEDEALER 


(FORMERLY REO SPEEDEALER) 
CHAINSAWS AND CHILDREN 


_Novemb 
SKA TUESDAY 
STURGEON GENERAL 

DOW JONES & THE INDUSTRIALS 


Wed, Now. 1}, $3. 
STIMULANT » SHAKE 


oom 


RESIDENCY Wi STAR 
THE GOOD LIFE +» PAXTON 
Fri, November 13_ $5 
LULUS 
PENNY WHEEL WINE FIELD 


| 


Sit N 
ELEKTRA Rec usr REVIELLE 
GANGSTA BITCH BARBIE * PISTACHIO 


“CHRIS BARRON cs ia 
COREY GLOVER (oF LiViNG COLOUR)» surercenwu 


lovember | 


ROBERT FRIPP $10, 18+ 


1.98. 





MULLINS CENTER 
UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS, 
AMHERST 
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT 
TICKETMASTER (617) 931-2000 


presented by MassConcerts and UPC 


This Saturday, Nov. 7 © $12* 2-10pm 


AGNOSTIC FRONT 


DROPKICK MURPHYS ¢ H20 
U.S. BOMBS * MAXIMUM PENALTY 
CANIRIA # HATEBREED 


This Sunday, November 8 ¢ $17.50 


CHERRY POPPIN’ 
DADDIES 


PIETASTERS 


This Wednesday, November 11 ¢ $12 


ANTHONY B 


HALF PINT 


Friday, November 13 ¢ $15 


SEVENDUST 
CLUTCH 


Saturday, November 14 ¢ $15 ¢ 7pm 


CAKE 
PARLIAMENT 
FUNKADELIC 


es 0 





Tuesday. November 17 ¢ 


TRICK 


Wednesday, November 18 ¢ $12 


BOUNTY KILLER 


Friday, November 20 ¢ $10 


SKATALITES 
THE AGENTS 


Monday, November 23 ¢ $17.50 


DEFTONES 
QUICKSAND 


LUPO’ S HEARTBREAK HOTEL 
WESTMINSTER ST (JUST OF EXT 22) 
MO OOWNTOWN PROVIDENCE Fi 


wae THE MET CAFE. 


CALL 617-831-2000 10 CHARGE BY PHONE 
http://www.licketmaster.com 


The Phoenix's Guide to Skiing in New England is 


Included in Next Week’s 


Issue! 


ay 





| 
| 











| SCHRAUTY’S, 


| ABOVE CLUB, Worcester 





Continued from page 32 

no with DJ Dustin Kincaid 

MET CAFE, Providence, RI. Jonathan 
Richman 

MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs 
Miracle Orchestra, Gordon Stone Band, 
Living Daylights. Downstairs: Hovercraft, 
Add N to X, Abunai. Corner: House of Gusto 
OLE MEXICAN GRILLE, Cambridge. Erin 


| McKeown, Geoff Bartley, Katrina Lynn 


OXYGEN, Saugus. “Swingles,” adult singles 
party; “Uptown,” dance classics of the ‘70s 
and ‘80s; “Officers Club/Phat Fridays,” R&B, 
hip hop, reggae 


| THE PALLADIUM, Worcester. MxPx, Home 


Grown 

PARADISE ROCK CLUB, Boston. Afghan 
Whigs 

PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. DJ 
Cyclone 


PLANTATION CLUB DRAFTHOUSE, 
Worcester. Fat City Band 

PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. HyBrasil 
RALPH'S, Worcester. Thinner, Random 
Road Mother, Magic Light Meter 
REGATTABAR, Cambridge 
Ngwenya Ensemble 


Titilayo 


RHYTHM & SPICE CARIBBEAN GRILL, 


Cambridge. Caribbean Cruize Band 
RIO GRANDE CAFE, Marblehead. Ricky 
“King” Russell & the Cadfillac Horns. 


| RIRA, Boston. “Super Lovers,” disco with DJ 
| Vinney 

| THE ROXY, 
| Forest “Big Daddy” Frazier, featuring Cherry 


Boston. “Swing Night” with 


Poppin’ Daddies, Pietasters, Orzomarli 


| RYLES, Cambridge. Edu Tancredi y El 


Brandon 33 
Weymouth. James 


Montgomery Band 


| SCULLERS, Boston. Marian McPartland 


SEA NOTE, Nantasket Beach. Mother Funk 
SIR MORGAN'S COVE, Worcester. Enemy 
Squad, Junk Sculpture, Special 79, 
Confusion External 

SIT 'N BULL PUB, Maynard. Biue Heaven. 
SWEETWATER CAFE, Boston. Dance with 
DJs Gabe, Rich Conte, and Tim Collins. 

THE TAM, Brookline. Sweet Mary Jane. 


| TIR NA NOG, Somerville. Patsy Whelan & 
| Tony O'Riordan 


TOAD, Cambridge. Song Dogs 
TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Maggie 


| Galloway Quartet 


TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston. At 5 p.m., 
“Rush Hour” with DJ Peter D 
T.T. THE BEAR'S PLACE, Cambridge 


| Donnas, Smugglers, Hi Fives, Crumbs. 


UPSTAIRS LOUNGE, Boston. “The Pill,” 
Brit-pop and mod with DJs Ken & Jennifer. 
VINCENT’S NIGHTCLUB, Randolph. “Latin 


| Night.” 
| WALLY'S CAFE, Boston. John Lamkin 
| Quintet 


WESTERN FRONT, Cambridge. Crucial 
Massive 
WONDER BAR, Allston. Johnny Horner & 


| Joe McMahon Quartet 
| THE YARD ROCK, Quincy. Peter Malick. 


SATURDAY 7 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses 

RC & the 
Outcats. 

ACTON JAZZ CAFE, Acton. Myanna. 
AS220, Providence, RI. “Fat Cat Productions 
Block Party” with Romola, Over Flower, 
Battery Park, Flicker, String Builder, 
Plymouth Rock, Difference Engine, Iditarod, 
V for Vendetta, Woken by Wire, Broadcaster, 
Jet Pack, Ted Only Knows, Larry Marshall, 
Damon Campagna, Matt Obert. 

ATLAS DANCE, Boston. Top-40 dancing 
THE ATTIC, Newton Centre. Mindflow, 
Kickbacks. 

AVALON, Boston. Progessive house and 
techno with DJ Matty O 

AXIS, Boston. Asian Dub Foundation & 
Faithless, Estero, DJ Punk Rock. “WFNX 
Presents X-Night,” ‘90s alternative with DJ 
Mike Gioscia; ‘80s alternative and industrial 
with DJ David James. 

BACKSTAGE, Haverhill. Little Brother. 

THE BANSHEE, Dorchester. DJ Cyclone 
BAY TOWER ROOM, Boston. Darin Ames & 
His Little Big Band 

THE BEACHCOMBER, Quincy. Bagatelle 
BELL IN HAND TAVERN, Boston. Lulus in 
Crisis 

THE BIG EASY BAR, Boston. Felix Brown 
Dance with DJ Gabe 

THE BIG EASY, Lowell. Swanky Moes 
BILL'S BAR, Boston. Watercrest. ‘70s, ‘80s, 
and ‘90s punk, rock, and dance with DJs 
Albert O and Diego 

BLACK AND WHITE THEATRE/GREEN 








ROOM COFFEEHOUSE, Middleborough 
Don White & the Loomers 

BOB THE CHEF'S, Boston. Lenny Hochman 
Quartet 

BRENDAN BEHAN PUB, Jamaica Plain 
“Traditional Irish Seisun.” 

BREW MOON SAUGUS, Saugus. Mama 
Kicks 

BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA, Boston. “Killer 
Dance Club,” gay night with DJs Mary Alice 


| CHERRY POPPIN’ DADDIES play the Roxy on Friday. 


& Michael Sheehan 

THE CALL, Providence, RI. Steve Smith & 
the Nakeds, Groove Clinic 

CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD' RAIL, 
Cambridge. Upstairs: Little Joe Cook & the 
Thrillers. Downstairs: Richie Rich & the 24 
Karat Funk 

CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NATICK, 
Natick. Wolverine Jazz Band 

CENTURY LOUNGE, Providence, Ri 
Gamma Rays. 

CHAMELEON/SABI SABI, Boston. ‘70s, 
‘80s, ‘90s with DJ Mike Lyach; High energy 
hip hop and old school 
CHAPS, Boston. “Sweat,” 
Dena 

CHOPS, Boston. Ross Robinson 

CITY OASIS, Attleboro. Chris Fitz Band 
CLUB HOLLYWOOD, Boston. “Sugar 
Cube,” techno-house, trance, ambient dub. 
CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. Ferron with 
Jamie Sieber & Shelley Jennings, Mary 
Gauthier 

CLUB STELLA, Brighton. “Latino Night,” 
salsa, merengue, samba, and carnaval; 
“Best of Rio,” top 40 

COLONIAL INN, Concord. Pat “Hatrack” 
Gallagher & the Workingman’s Jazz Band. 
COOL BLUE'S, Chelsea. Michelle Willson 
DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston. Juke, Blue 
Soul. 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL, Salem. 
Megawatt Blues Crushers 

EMILY’S, Boston. Dance, high energy, and 
top-40 with DJs Gary Burks and Charlie B. 
ENVY, Boston. At 9 p.m., Lounge music. At 
11 p.m., Rhythm, Latin, and house with DJ 
Baxter 

ESPRESSO BAR, Worcester. Comunion, 
Hansel, Paco, Phenol, Octave 9. 

THE EXCHANGE, Boston. Paul Beaudry 
Trio with Lenny Hochman. 

FOUR COURTS, Dedham. idiot Box. 
GILREIN’S, Worcester. Jason James & the 
Bay State Houserockers. 

THE GOOD LIFE, Boston. Karin Parker & 
Mike Shea Trio 

GREEN ACRES, Ashiand. Back Pages. 
GREEN BRIAR, Brighton. Cape Fear. 
HARPERS FERRY, Allston. Mike Welch 
Band, Walk That Walk 

THE HARP, Boston. SteamRoller Picnic, 
Tim Crandall 

HIBERNIA, Boston. “Deep Urban Grooves,” 
jazzy house, soul, and funk with DJ Kevin. 
HOUSE OF BLUES, Cambridge. Ricky 
“King” Russell. 

IMPROV ASYLUM THEATER, Boston. 
Grace Chung 

IPSWICH BAY BAR & GRILL, Ipswich 
Dave Powers. 

JIMMY MAC'S AT THE BEANPOT, Boston 
Jim Plunkett 

JOHNNY D'S, Somerville. New Orleans 
Klezmer All Stars. 

JOHN STONE'S INN, Ashland. Jame 
Montgomery Biues Band. 

JOY BOSTON, Boston. High energy global 
house with DJ Felix. Downstairs: “Greek 
Night,” live Bazuki with Privé. 

KARMA CLUB, Boston. “Mambo Lounge” 
with DJ Justin Hoffman; “Elements of Life.” 
THE KELLS, Aliston. Pig Pen. 

KENDALL CAFE, Cambridge. Mike Barry, 
Natalie Flanagan, Settie, Blake Hazard. 
KINVARA PUB, Allston. Booty. 

LINWOOD GRILLE, Boston. Purrr, 
Japanese Core Band, Strawhorse, 
Pigmodor. 

THE LIVING ROOM, Providence, Ri. Alta 
Mira 

LUPO’S HEARTBREAK HOTEL, 
Providence, RI. Agnostic Front, Dropkick 
Murphys, H20, US Bombs, Maximum 
Penalty, Overcast, Candiria. 

M-80, Boston. “Original Eurohaus” with DJ 
Eddie K; “Latinhaus” with DJ J.C. 

MAMA KIN, Boston. Music Hall: Jim Carroll. 
Front Room: Neon Jesus, Static, Luxx 
Playhouse: “Millenium,” funk, R&B, house, 
and disco with DJs Bruno and 
Mastermillions. 

MERCURY BAR, Boston. House and techno 
with DJ Dustin Kincaid. 

MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs: His 
Name Is Alive, Godzuki. Downstairs: 
Swervedriver, Samiam, Speaker Bite Me. 


house with DJ 








Corner: Brendan Murray 

OLE MEXICAN GRILLE, Cambridge. Linda 
Sharar, Christopher Williams 

OXYGEN, Saugus. “Swingles,” adult singles 
party; “Underground,” techno dance; 
“Uptown,” dance classics of the '70s and 
‘80s; “Officers Club/Barflys,” Latino night 
PARADISE ROCK CLUB, Boston. Vast, 
Skingame 

PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. “Boom 





Boom Room,” disco with DJ Vinny 
PLANTATION CLUB DRAFTHOUSE, 
Worcester. Uncle Wally 

PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. Lune 
REGATTABAR, Cambridge. Oscra Lopez 
Trio 

RHYTHM & SPICE CARIBBEAN GRILL, 
Cambridge. Tropical Fire 

RIO GRANDE CAFE, Marblehead. Ernie 
Williams & the Wildcats, 

RIRA, Boston. Techno and house with DJ 
Shalako. 

THE ROXY, Boston. Top 40 and club clas- 
sics with DJs Paul Allaire and Adelson 
Macado 

RYLES, Cambridge. Frankie V. Upstairs 
“Swinging Lounge Night.” 

SCHRAUTY’S, Weymouth. Leon Russell 
SEA NOTE, Nantasket Beach. Big Jack 
Johnson 

SIR MORGAN'S COVE, 
Huck, Puddle, Harmaline 
SIT 'N BULL PUB, Maynard. Chapter in 
Verse 

SLADES, Boston. John Doughtery Jazz Trio 
SWEETWATER CAFE, Boston. Dance with 
DJs Gabe, Rich Conte, and Tim Collins 

THE TAM, Brookline. What's New 

TIR NA NOG, Somerville. Patsy Whelan & 
Tony O'Riordan 

TOAD, Cambridge. Grits. 

TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Maggie 
Galloway Quartet. 

TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston. ‘70s, ‘80s, 
and ‘90s with DJ Zino; progressive, top-40, 
club, and international with DJ Steve 
Anderson 

T.T. THE BEAR'S PLACE, Cambridge 
Edith Frost, Wheat, Archer Prewitt & Sam 
Prekop. 

VINCENT’S NIGHTCLUB, Randolph 
Dancing with DJ Lady B. 

WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. John Lamkin 
Quintet 

WATCH CITY BREWING COMPANY, 
Waltham. “Seisiun Night.” 

WESTERN FRONT, Cambridge. Crucial 
Massive 

WONDER BAR, Alliston. Rusty Scott 
Quartet 

THE YARD ROCK, Quincy. David Maxwell 


SUNDAY 8 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

ACTON JAZZ CAFE, Acton. “Jazz Jam” with 
Steve Kirby. 

AS220, Providence, Rl. 
Variety Show.” 

THE ATTIC, Newton Centre. Coal Boilers 
AURORA, Boston. “Ginseng,” soulful house, 
hip hop, and reggae. 

AVALON, Boston. “Gay Night” and “NY- 
Style House/Hi-N-R-G Music” with DJ Darrin 
Friedman. 

AXIS, Boston. “Gay Night,” 
with DJ Afrodite. 
BACKSTAGE, Haverhill. Ruth Ruth, Blink. 
THE BEACHCOMBER, Quincy. At 2:30 
p.m., Joe Glynn & the Irish Mist. At 5:30 
p.m., Joe Moriety & the Irish Beat. At 9 p.m., 
Mystique. 

BILL'S BAR, Boston. “Bob Marley Tribute.” 
BLACKBURN TAVERN, Gloucester. At 
11:30 a.m., “Sunday Brunch” with Anthony 
Weller Jazz Duo. 

BLEACHERS/TOONS, Salem. Upstairs 
Mixed Nuts. 

BOB THE CHEF'S, Boston. At 11 a.m., 
“Sunday Brunch” with Nat Simpkins’ B-3 
Jazz Trio. 

BRENDAN BEHAN PUB, Jamaica Plain. 
Memphis Rockabilly 

BREW MOON BOSTON, Boston. At 11 
a.m., “Jazz Brunch” with Wesley Wirth 
BREW MOON BRAINTREE, Braintree. At 
11 a.m., “Jazz Brunch” with Tolino 

BREW MOON CAMBRIDGE, Cambridge. At 
11 a.m., “Jazz Brunch” with Gary Jones Trio 
BREW MOON SAUGUS, Saugus. At 11 
a.m., “Jazz Brunch” with Matt Berlin 

THE CALL, Providence, Ri. Blueswagon 
CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD  AAIL, 
Cambridge. “Blues Jam” with Little Joe 
Cook 

CARAVAN CLUB, Revere. Angelico 
CENTURY LOUNGE, Providence, Ri. Gaze 


Worcester. Jujitsu, 


“Pork Chop Lounge 


‘80s and ‘90s 











Jumprope 
CHAPS, Boston. “T-Dance,” old school 
house with DJ Danae 
CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. At 3 p.m., “Live 
In-the-Round” with Inda Eaton, Al Rose 
Laurianne Fiorentino. At 7:30 p.m., Jerald 
Harscher 
CLUB STELLA, Brighton. At 11 a.m., “Jazz 
Brunch” with Crossover Jazz. At 10 p.m 
“Haitian Night”; “Steamy Sundays.” 
COLONIAL INN, Concord. Mike Tebo 
DICK'S LAST RESORT, Boston. At 10:30 
a.m., “Gospel Brunch” with Evelyn McDonald 
Gospel Group. At 7 p.m., Rob Gonzalez 
DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL, Salem 
Michelle Willson 
DOMINIC’S LOUNGE, Boston 
with DJ Seishi 
DRUID PUB, Cambridge. At 5:30 p.m 
“Traditional Seisun” with Shay Walker & 
Friends 
ESPRESSO BAR, Worcester. “Benefit 
Show” with Happy Hour Exile, Frightening 
Dick Theatre, Revolving Radio User, Critical 
Condition, Terribles 
GILES CAFE, Salem. “Open Blues Jam” 
hosted by Phil Doucette & his Bluesmen 
GILREIN’S, Worcester. “Blues Jam” with 
Dwight Perry 
THE GOOD LIFE, Boston. “All-Star Jazz 
Showcase” with Karin Parker, 
GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge. New 
Prime Numbers, Calendar Girl, Pageboys. 
HARPERS FERRY, Aliston. Rockett Band 
IPSWICH BAY BAR & GRILL, ipswich. At 2 
p.m., “Jazz at the Bay” with Al Boudreau 
Trio 
JACOB MARLEY'S, Marblehead. John 
Ritzo 
JOHNNY D'S, Somerville. At 4:30 p.m., 
“Blues Jam.” At 9 p.m., “Swing Dancing.” 
JOHN STONE'S INN, Ashland. At 11:30 
m., “Sunday Jazz Brunch” with John 
Stone's Jazz Duo & Fay Whittaker. At 8 
p.m., “Blues Jam” with Pete Henderson 
JOY BOSTON, Boston. “Sabura,” Cape 
Verdean and Zukus with DJ Vito 
KENDALL CAFE, Cambridge. “Helicountry” 
with Fritters. 
KINVARA PUB, Allston. Donegal Cords 
THE LIVING ROOM, Providence, Ri. Boiler, 
Overfiend, Kal-El, F.H. Five, Sinj 
LIZARD LOUNGE, Cambridge. “Poetry Jam” 
with Jeff Robinson Trio 
LUPO'S HEARTBREAK’ HOTEL, 
Providence, RI. Cherry Poppin’ Daddies, 
Pietasters, Ozo Matli 
MAMA KIN, Boston. Front Room: Suite 
Sixteen. Playhouse: At 6 p.m., 
“Atmosphere,” underground house with DJ 
Bruno. At 10:30 p.m., “Electric Boogaloo,” 
old school and break dancing with DJs 
NinjaB, Bruno, Mastermillions, Drama, and 
Fakts-1 
MET CAFE, Providence, Ri. Swervedriver 
Medicine Ball, Speaker Bite Me 
MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs 
Virtuoso, Jedi Mind Tricks, Mr. Lif, Seven L & 
Esoteric, Skitzofreniks, DJ Ninja B, MC Fakts 
& Infamous. Downstairs: Get Up Kids, 
Gameface, Shyness Clinic, Sarge, Garrison 
Corner: Shoe Shine Boy 
MIDWAY CAFE, Jamaica Plain. Vibe Wise 
OXYGEN, Saugus. “Officers Club/Barflys,” 
Latino night 
PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. “Swell” 
with DJs Dina and Fredrika 
PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. Ray 
Corvair Trio 
RIRA, Boston. “Queich” with Dus Tim Ryan 
& Tim Collins. 
ROAD TRIP, Boston. At 11 p.m., 
“Inocencia,” Latinhaus, Eurohaus, & Techno. 
RYLES, Cambridge. At 10 a.m., “Jazz 
Brunch.” 
SHOOTERS, Quincy Center. “Open Mic” 
with Ted Lyon 
SUGAR SHACK, Boston. “Industry” with DJs 
Gabe and Perry. 
TIR NA NOG, Somerville. “Traditional Irish 
Seisiun” with Patsy Whelan & Joe Mawn 
TOAD, Cambridge. Ken Clark Organ Trio 
TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Dave Linima 
Duo 
TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston. 
“International Night” with DJs Nino, Antoine, 
and Giulano. 
T.T. THE BEAR'S PLACE, Cambridge. Love 
Nut, Bitter Little Dutch Boy, Gomez 
UPSTAIRS LOUNGE, Boston. “Swingin’ 
Sundays” with DJ Big Daddy 
WALLY'S CAFE, Boston. At 3 p.m., “Jam 
Session.” At 9 p.m., “Jazz Fusion.” 
WESTERN FRONT, Cambridge. “All That! 
Hip Hop, Poetry, and Jazz.” 
WONDER BAR, Alliston. Edwardo Tancredi's 
Latin Trio. 


MONDAY 9 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses 

AURORA, Boston. At 4 p.m., “Atmosphere,” 
deep house, hip hop, loft, and soul with DJ 
Bruno. 

AXIS, Boston. “Static” drag show with DJ 
Jay Ine and Mizery. 

BILL’S BAR, Boston. Furslide 

BLACK CROW CAFE, Jamaica Plain. Mark 
Lucas Trio. 

BLACK ROSE, Boston. Kevin Farley 
BULLFINCH'’S, Sudbury. Paul Broadnax & 
Peter Kontrimas. 

THE CALL, Providgnce, RI. And You Will 
Know Us by the Trail of the Dead, Year of 
the Tryst, Snow & Stars Syndicate 
CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD’ RAIL, 
Cambridge. At 8 p.m., “Open Mike” with 
Geoff Bartley. At 9:30 p.m., Ksenia Mack 
CLUB STELLA, Brighton. “House Music.” 
COLONIAL INN, Concord. “Acoustic Roots 
Biues Jam" with Pat “Hatrack” Gallagher 
DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston. Beantown 
Bar Band. 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL, Salem 
Digney Fingus 

GILREIN’S, Worcester. Jazz jam, hosted by 
Main South All-Stars featuring Lou 
Terriciano 

GREEN BRIAR, Brighton. “Irish Sessiun.” 
GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge 
“Songwriters in the Round” with Mike Ireland, 
Joe Pernice, Tommy Womack. 

JACQUES, Boston. Rick Berlin, Flapping 


“Rewind” 








Orchestra, Store 
JOHNNY D'S, Somerville. “Swing Dancing” 
with Mickey Bones & the Jump Crew 
KENDALL CAFE, Cambridge. Schnockered 
Tim Mahoney 

LIZARD LOUNGE, Cambridge. Fringe 
MAMA KIN, Boston. “Monsta Monday” with 
Boiler, Speed Dealer 

MERCURY BAR, Boston. “Cafe Olé,” acid 
jazz, house, and Euro with DJs Felix and 
Andres 

MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs 
Waltzing Matilda, Orisha, Exceed, AC30s 
Downstairs: Nola Kelley & Liz Linden 
Suzanne Vogel, Tim Mungenast, Serum 
Making Piranhas. Corner: Joe Harvard 
MIDWAY CAFE, Jamaica Plain. “The J.P 
Underground Film Revolution.” 

PARADISE ROCK CLUB, Boston. Glen 
Philips, John Doe, Steve Poltz, Pete Droge 
PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. Mr 
Airplane Man 

PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston. Dave 
Smyth 

THE TAM, Brookline. Big & Phat Jazz 
Orchestra 

THE TAM, Brookline. At 11:30 a.m., “Jazz 
Brunch” with Jon Hazilla Trio. At 7:30 p.m., 
“Jazz Jam” with Trudy Sandhaus 

TIR NA NOG, Somerville. Vinal Ave String 
Band 

TOAD, Cambridge. Tim Gearan Band 

TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Dave Linima 
Duo 

WALLY'S CAFE, Boston. Jose Ramos 
Special Blend Band. 

WONDER BAR, Aliston. Johnny Horner & 
Joe McMahon 


TUESDAY 10 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

AS220, Providence, Ri. At 7 p.m., Indigo 
Jazz Ensemble. At 9 p.m., Hal Crook Jazz 
Trio 

AVALON, Boston. Cake, Bloque 

AXIS, Boston. Cornelius 

BISHOP'S PUB, Boston. “Lounge Hang.” 
THE CALL, Providence, RI. Gran Torino 
CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL, 
Cambridge. At 9 p.m., John Lincoln Wright 
Al 10 p.m., “Bluegrass Pickin’ Party.” 
CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NATICK, 
Natick. “Jazz Jam on Main St.” with Doug 
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REGATTABAR, Cambridge. Steve Kirby 
Quartet 

RYLES, Cambridge. Nancy S. Mroczek 
SCULLERS, Boston. Brian Hughes 

THE TAM, Brookline. Miriam Hyman & Dan 
Weiner 

TIR NA NOG, Somerville. Mike Barrett 
TOAD, Cambridge. Nash Satterfield 

TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Jeff Auger Trio 
T.T. THE BEAR'S PLACE, Cambridge. Moe 
Tucker, Jules Verdone, Pee Wee Fist 
TURNER FISHERIES AT THE WESTIN, 
Boston. Mark Kross 
WALLY'S CAFE, 
Stepchildren 
WONDER BAR, Aliston. Helen Sung Trio 
THE YARD ROCK, Quincy. “The Really Big 
Jam” with Peter Malick 


WEDNESDAY 11 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses 

ABOVE CLUB, Worcester. Loose Cannons 
Screaming Bacon 

ACTON JAZZ CAFE, Acton. “Acoustic Open 
Mike” with Hewitt Huntwork 

AS220, Providence; Ri. “Venus Envy: A 
Night of Grrris” with Rose Polenzani, Jess 
Klein, Beth Amsel, Erin McKeown, Kaffe 
Mathews 

AURORA, Boston. “Da Bomb,” hip hop, req- 
gae, R&B, and house with DJs Bruno, 
Mastermillions, and K.C 

BAY TOWER ROOM, Boston. Darin Ames & 
His Little Big Band 

BILL'S BAR, Boston. “Funk & Groove Night” 
with Foxtrut Zulu, Gruvis Malt 

BISHOP'S PUB, Boston. “Lounge Hang.” 
BLACKTHORNE TAVERN, S. Easton 
“Acoustic Open Mic” with Mark Purcell 
BLEACHERS/TOONS, Salem. Upstairs 
Rusted Orange. Downstairs: Ugly Lila’s 
Revenge 

BRENDAN BEHAN PUB, Jamaica Plain 
Mr. Airplane Man 

THE CALL, Providence, RI. Paul Newman 
Big Soap, Uzeda 

CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD' AAIL, 
Cambridge. “Blues Jam” with Little Joe 
Cook 

CHAPS, Boston. Latino night with DJ 
Conrad 

CLUB STELLA, Brighton. Karana 

CLUB 3, Somerville. “Salsa Night” with 


Boston. Wally's 


LYLE LOVETT all ncaa the ie Ciphowe on Satuneay. 


Rich Trio 

CHAPS, Boston. Retro with DJs Dan and 
Conrad 

CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. “Open Mike In- 
the Round.” 

CLUB STELLA, Brighton. “Open Mike” with 
Sid the Kid. 

COLONIAL INN, Concord. Billy Garzone 
DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston. Lemmings. 
DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL, Salem. 
Fats Hammond. 

GILES CAFE, Salem. Rusted Orange with 
Rich Figurido. 

GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge. 
“Magicians and Spirits,” cabaret-style magic 
show 

HARPERS FERRY, Alliston. Another Planet 
HIBERNIA, Boston. “Quizamba” with 
Zabumbatuq 

HOUSE OF BLUES, Cambridge. “Blues 
Buffet & Jam” with Rick Russell 

JACOB MARLEY'S, Marbiehead. “Irish 
Seisun.” 

JOHNNY D'S, Somerville. “L'air du temps” 
with Bertrand Laurence, Gabriel Yacoub. 
THE KELLS, Aliston. “Acoustic Open Mic” 
with Gary Gore 

KENDALL CAFE, Cambridge. Daniel 
Jacobs, David Hudson, Robert James, 
Walter Pierce 

MAMA KIN, Boston. “Ska Tuesday” with 
Sturgeon General, Dow Jones Industrial. 
MET CAFE, Providence, RI. Comic Book 
Superheros, Fur Slide, Hitler Stole My 
Potato 

MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs 
Uzeda, Paul Newman, Lee, Blood 
Diplomacy. Downstairs: Original P 
Parliament Funkadelic, Lettuce. Corner 
Gonzalo Silva 

MIDWAY CAFE, Jamaica Plain. “Open Jam" 
with Tam Lawlor 

OXYGEN, Saugus. “Adult Singles Dance 
Party,” top-40 music 

PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge 
“Honeycomb,” drum 'n bass, acid jazz, trip 
hop, easy tune, bossa nova, lounge, samba, 
and funk with DJ Dale Charles. 


PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. Amphibian. 





Ajidewe Son 

COLONIAL INN, Concord. Jimmy Mazzy & 
the Last Minute Men 

COMMON GROUND, Allston. “What a Way 
to Go-Go,” Brit-pop and mod with DJ Vinh 
DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston. Felix 
Brown 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL, Salem 
Rumba Cuatro. 

GILES CAFE, Salem. “Hoot Night Open 
Mike” hosted by Russ Lawton. 

GILREIN’S, Worcester. J.B. & the Activators 
G LOUNGE, Boston. Adrian Ross/Min Han 
Trio 

HARPERS FERRY, Allston. Bark Like a 


Dog. 

THE HARP, Boston. Black 47 

JACQUES, Boston. “Amateur Talent Night” 
with Melinda Wilson & Stefanie White 
JOHNNY D'S, Somerville. Bulgari 

JOHN STONE'S INN, Ashland. “Open Mic” 
with John Burrows. 

KARMA CLUB, Boston. “Mambo Lounge,” 
house and rare grooves with DJ 
Mastermillions; “Sessionz,” progressive drum 
‘n bass with Dus Al Fougy & Bludshot 

THE KELLS, Aliston. Gordie Milne 
KENDALL CAFE, Cambridge. “Open Mic” 
with Leanne featuring Damion Wolfe, 
Angelique 

LINWOOD GRILLE, Boston. Buckners 
Denise Hradecky. 

LIZARD LOUNGE, Cambridge. “Marlene 
Loses It al the Lizard.” 

LUPO'’S HEARTBREAK HOTEL, 
Providence, Ri. Anthony B, Half Pint 

M-80, Boston. “Gotham,” NY house and hip 
hop 

MAMA KIN, Boston. Stimulant, Shake 


MERCURY BAR, Boston. “Keli,” traditional 
Greek music with DJ Yorgos 

MET CAFE, Providence, Ri. Jad Fair & Yo 
La Tengo 


MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs: Astral 
Park, Reflecting Skin, Rocketscience, Crave 
Downstairs: New York Ska Ensemble, Take 
5, Uz Jsme Doma. Comer: “Belly Dancing.” 

PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. Deep 


_ Contiquad on page 36 
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SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Quitting Smoking - 
Now Greatly Reduces Serious Risks to Your Health. 





CHIT CHAT LOUNGE 
OPEN MIKE 


Every Tuesday 9:00pm 
We'll record your act! 


Blues Jam 


Every Sunday 


Open Daily 4pni-1am « Fridays til 2 
$2.50 Imported Pints 
Downtown Haverhill 

978-374-9710 


www.chitchatlounge.com 





FRI NOVEMBER 6 
CHERRY 2000 


VIC FIRECRACKER 
HELICOPTER HELICOPTER 


SAT NOVEMBER 7 
PURRR JAPANESE CORE BAND 
STRAWHORSE, PIGMODOR 


SUN NOVEMBER 8 
SHOW 


TBA 


WED NOVEMBER 11 
THE BUCKNERS DENISE HRADECKY 
THURS NOVEMBER 12 
GENGUS ANGUSTHE MODIFIERS 
JOHNNY BLACK TRIO 
i NOVEMBER 13 
ROST, HANK, NINETEEN 
SAT reese 14 
THE NOISE PRESENTS. 
RAMONA SLY ER 
CHIN-HO, MAX 


AND MORE! 


SUN NOVEMBER 15 


FREE SHOW 


PERVAFR 


Linwood Srilte 


267 86 aa 
one Ma 


G FREE PARKING $ 





Read Matt Ashare on 
Rock Music. 


very 


es From 9pm to 2am. 


« Sugar Shack 


ses work 


OU /, 
Must be 21 and older. 








10 Brookline St., The Best Live 
Cambridge, MA New Music Club 
rs Ses 18+ thees in Cambridge 









Thursday, Nov. 5th 


THE LUNE 


BLOODSHOT RECORDING ARTISTS 


THE BLACKS 
TODD THIBAUD .: swivet cHair 
Friday, Nov. 6th 


LOOKOUT! RECORDS SHOWCASE 
THE DONNAS # THE SMUGGLERS 
THE HI FIVES © THE CRUMBS 


pT 


EDITH | FROST 
WHEAT « ARCHER PREWIT 
SAM PREKOP {of The Sea and Cole} 
Sunday, Nov. 8th 


VIRGIN RECORDING ARTISTS 
FROM ENGLAND 


1 Oo) 1 4 
BITTER LITTLE DUTCH BOY'* LOVE NUT 


Ay oth 
STONE IP POETRY. 
OPEN READINGS WITH FEATURES 


UCKER o 10th 
MOE TUCKER {ple Vebet Underground 
WULES VERDONE » THE PEE WEE Fst 


_, Wednesday, Nov 11th 
GRUVE TUBE ¢ INDUSTRIAL TEEP 








Friday, Nov 13th 


MISTLE THRUSH 


BOY WONDER * JUMPROPE 
HELENA HANDBASKET 


Saturday, Nov 14th 


TAANG! RECORDING ARTISTS 
GANG GREEN 
























ee2 COMING eee 
11/18 Made to Fade (leat. members of Tnpletastaction & Fig dish) 


11/19 Britiantine, Statuesque, The Fly Seville 

11/20 oe ee cee heehee Milo Jonew Trio 
Alea] Vai pen ine The Stumbleweeds 

11722 iy reoseing arto Pons, Cm Side, 


Michael Hurtey 
11/25 Tidal Wave, The Vic Morrows, Charcoal Lavage 
11/27 Full Powered Halo, Final Show Ever for Underbell, 


The Modiiers 
7 11/28 The Outlets, Two Doors Down, The Deniros, The Swallows 
Visit TT’s Website http://www.tiac.net/users/ttbears * Call 492-0082 















Richard Gere Productions & The Loseling Institute Present 


The Mystical 
Arts of Tibet 


Sacred Music - Sacred Dance 



































SOMERVILLE THEATER - DEC. 2 « 8PM 
Fem fj, asvam & Somerville Theater Box Office 
Call 617/508 931-2000 to charge 
On sale Fri., Oct. 23 
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house, trance, jungle, and hip hop with DJs 
Caseroc & Shalako 

PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. Bad Art 
Ensemble 

PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston. Randy 
Vera 

REGATTABAR, Cambridge. Chiara Civello 
Quartet 

RYLES, Cambridge. Brazillian Night” with 
Carlos Rocha Quartet 

SCULLERS, Boston. “L'air du temps” with 
Chris Combette, Soirée Saravah, Pierre 
Barouh 

SIT 'N BULL PUB, Maynard. Earthquakers 
SUGAR SHACK, Boston. “City” house with 
DJs Tim Ryan and Andrea Rossi; hip-hop 
and funk with DJ Chaos. 

THE TAM, Brookline. Tont Carelli 

TIR NA NOG, Somerville. HyBrasil 

TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Jeff Auger Trio 
T.T. THE BEAR'S PLACE, Cambridge 
Industrial Teepe, Dreadnaught, Tamarisk. 
TURNER FISHERIES AT THE WESTIN, 
Boston. Mark Kross 


WALLY'S CAFE, Boston. Wally's 
Stepchildren 
WESTERN FRONT, Cambridge. Central 
Artery Project 


WONDER BAR, Aliston. Leo Bianco Trio 
THE YARD ROCK, Quincy. “Early Bird 
Blues” with Rick Russell 


THURSDAY 12 
See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses 





Thursday, Nov th 
DISCO W/ KEVIN McCARTHY 
| Fridoy, Nov. 61t 
MOTHERS BROTHERS 
PEASANTS 
Soturdo Nov. 7th 
BAYOU GATOR 
LAZY BOY ROCKERS 
ov. Bth ~ Night) 


Joy, ™ 
VIBE Wi 
Mondo Nov 9th 
THE 5-P UNDERGROUND 
FILM REVOLUTION 


Tuesday, Nov. | Oth 


TOM LAWLERS OPEN JAM 10°m 
Wednesdoy, Nov. | Ith 


JET SWING 














ABOVE CLUB, Worcester. Jay Tyer Group 
Joel Rivard Group 

ACTON JAZZ CAFE, Acton. “Blues Jam” 
with B.J. Magoon 

AVALON, Boston. Buffalo Tom, Mercury 
Rev. Eurohouse with DJ Manolo 

AXIS, Boston. “Chrome: Thank God It's 
Mixer Party” house, progressive house, and 
trance with DJs John Debo, Buro Ajami, 
Terry Francis; “Bar 13,” soul, phunk, and 
house with DJ Chaos 

BACKSTAGE, Haverhill. Last Laugh 

BAY TOWER ROOM, Boston. Darin Ames 
& His Little Big Band 

THE BEACHCOMBER, Quincy. Black 47 
BELL IN HAND TAVERN, Boston. Acoustic 
Army 

THE BIG EASY BAR, Boston. Night Fever 
Dance with DJ Matt Phipps 

BILL'S BAR, Boston. “Swing the Night 
Away,” swing, Vegas grind, go-go, and retro 
dance with DJ Miss Stacey and Bellevue 
Cadillac 

BISHOP'S PUB, Boston. “Jazz from the Hip” 
with John Babu 








BLACK AND WHITE THEATRE/GREEN 
ROOM COFFEEHOUSE, Middleborough 
“Open Mic” with Paul Horton, 
BLEACHERS/TOONS, Salem. Mixed Nuts 
BOB THE CHEF'S, Boston. Sonny Watson 
Quartet 

THE CALL, Providence, Ri. Johnny & the 
East Coast Rockers 

CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL, 
Cambridge. Little Joe Cook & the Thrillers 
CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NATICK, 
Natick. “Open Mic” with Ken Batts 

CHAPS, Boston. “Music Factory,” R&B and 
house with DJs Billy and Fran 

CLUB BOHEMIA/KIRKLAND CAFE, 
Somerville. Lux 66, Bake McBride, Dick 
CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. Hugh 
Blumenteid 

CLUB STELLA, Brighton. “Cabo Sabi,” 
Cape Verdean night; “A Touch of Class.” 
COLONIAL INN, Concord. Nat Simpkins’ B3 
Jazz & Blues Trio 

COMMON GROUND, Allston. The Joint 
Chiefs. 

COOGAN’S BLUFF, Boston. Novakane 


Somerville Theater 


7 p.m. 
For more information 
617.350.0364 


HMV RECORD STORES 
(617/508) 931-2000 | 
J ctrreasie com] 


| TOWER RECORDS + FILENE'S 
| maciust ape orp wer 











www.johnnyds.com 


SAT, NOV 7 


ond Line Klezmer 
NEW ORLEAN 
KLEZMER ALL STARS 


EVERY SUNDAY 


A 
$ 


COUSTIC 
ERIES 





Need to Make Plans for the Weekend? 
Eight Days a Week Makes Planning Easy. 
Turn to Page 3! 


TUES. NOV. 10 - 8.30PM 
GABRIEL YACOUB 


WED. NOV. 11 - 8:30PM 


BULGARI 


FRI. NOV 13 


FANTCHA ¢ AFROBLUE 


BLUES JAM 4:30-8:30 


NOW 2 NIGHTS OF SWING! 


WITH MICKEY BONES & THE JUMP CREW 


SUN - 9PM 
Call About Dinner 


MON - 8PM S 
Show Reservations & 


SAT. NOV 14 - Memphis Funk 


BIG ASS TRUCK 


11/18 SHAVER 

11/19 FOXTROT ZULU 

11/20 TON! LYNN WASHINGTON 
11/21 JUNIOR BROWN, ALUSON MOORER 


17 HOLLAND ST. DAVIS SQ. SOMERVILLE 


ACROSS DAVIS RED LINE 


ee INFO: 617-776-2004 


“TA 


“AMERICAN REGIONAL CUISINE” 


. 
JOEL PRESS TRIO 


EVENING JAZZ 8:30PM-12:00AM 


FRI. 11/6 


CONCERT LINE 617-776-9667 


299 HARVARD ST. 


COOLIDGE CORNER 
BROOKLINE - 277-0982 


UPCOMING 


[6 COVER 21+) MON1I/9* Evening Jerez 8:30pm 12:00am 


SWEET MARY JANE BIG & PHAT JAZZ 


WHAT’S NEW 


JAZZ 7:30PM - 21+ 





Lanoing 
THU NOY. 5 


FUSE 
W/ DJ FELIX (BOSTON BEAT) 
& DEL BOY (UK) 
ERL NOY, 6 = NO COVER 





BOOM BOOM ROOM 
W/ DJ VINNY 
SUN. NOY 8 + NO COVER 


SVW ELL 


W DJ DINO & FREDRIKA 


TUES. NOY 10 + NO COVER 
HONEYCOMB 


W/DALE CHARLES 
WED. NOV 11. 
CASEROC & SHILAKO 
ERL NOV 13 + NO COVER 





$5 COVER 21+ 


Directed by D. 


no cover 


TUE 11/10 


WEL LAN SMITH 
10: 


NO COVER 


WED 11/11 





Restaurant & Nightclub 


Thurs. Nov. 5 
Front Room: 


Dale Charles 
Club Room: 


Tim Collins 


Fri. Nov. 6 
DJ Vinny Disco/House 


Sat. Nov. 7 
Front Room: 
Tim Collins top 4a/iiptiop 


“Club Room: 
Caseroc & Shalako tectno/touse 


: STM Ria 


























Li 
* NORELL GARDNER * 
STEPHANIE WHYTE * LAKIA 
MONDALE 4 MELINDA 
‘WILSON * MIZERY* 


eNOVEMBER 7TH 
SIX FINGER SATELLITE 
PTA dt ghd 
LORD & KARYL HEINZ 


JAQUES WELCOMES BACK 


THE ELEVATOR DROPS 


426-8902 © 79 Broadway 
Behind 57 * Howard Johnsons 


“KENDALL 


| 
THURS, OCT 29 | 

it - Nick Thompson 

10 - Bleat 
9 - Jonathan Stark’s 
area CD release party 
8 - Sony Classical Rec. Artist 
Slava Grigoryan 


12 ~Mike Barry (ex-pooka stew) 


ue Natalie lanagan 


MON, NOV 
w. 


WED, NOV 11 FREE 


sy Mic w/teanne © 
ature: Damion Wo 


Portland St. * Cambridge *661-0993 
www.thekendall.com 


912 MASS AVE. 

CAMBRIDGE 
492-9653 

‘ 441-3455 

Thurs., Now. 5 

PETE WEISS 
& THE ROCK BAND 
Fri, Nov. 6 


HYBRASIL 


Sat, Nov. 7 


THE LUNE 


Sun., Nov. 8 


RAY CORVAIR TRIO 
Mon., Nov. 9 





DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston. Booty 
DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL, Salem 
Bobby Lee Rodgers 

FOUR COURTS, Dedham. Higher Ground 
GILREIN’S, Worcester. Jason James & the 
Bay State Houserockers. 

G LOUNGE, Boston. Jose Ramos Special 
Blend Band 

THE GOOD LIFE, Boston. Mike Shea Trio 
GREEN BRIAR, Brighton. “Swing Dance” 
with Alex MacDougal 

H20, Boston. “The Dorm,” NYC house 
disco, hip-hop, reggae, abd R&B with DJ 
Timmy D 

HARPERS FERRY, Allston. Bordiand 
Allstars, Apartment Three, Uncle Sammy 
THE HARP, Boston. Right On 

HIBERNIA, Boston. “La Pasion,” Latin and 
Euro with DJ Roger M 

HOUSE OF BLUES, Cambridge. Young 
Neal & the Vipers 

IMPROV ASYLUM THEATER, Boston 
Chirs Luard Jazz Orchestra 

IPSWICH BAY BAR & GRILL, Ipswich 
John Ritso 

JACQUES, Boston. Miss Chris, Lakia 
Mondale, Stefanie 

JOHNNY D'S, Somerville. Alvin Youngblood 
Hart 

JOHN STONE'S INN, Ashland. “Jazz Jam” 
with John Stone's Jazz Duo & Cass 
McKinley 

JOSE MCINTYRE’S, Boston. Undercover 
JOY BOSTON, Boston. “Diese! House” with 
DJ Sava and quests 

KARMA CLUB, Boston. “Groove Factory,” 
NYC and old school funk with DJ Bruno. 
KENDALL CAFE, Cambridge. Bobby 
Sichran, Beth Wood, Rebecca Ingalls 

LES ZYGOMATES, Boston. Andrea 
LINWOOD GRILLE, Boston. Gengus 
Angus, Modifiers, Johnny Black Trio 
LUPO'S HEARTBREAK’ HOTEL, 
Providence, Rl. Money Mark, Buffalo 
Daughter 

MAMA KIN, Boston. Instar, Good Life, 
Paxton 

MET CAFE, Providence, Ri. Donnas, Hi Fi’s, 
Double Nuthins 

MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs 
Federal Twist, Magic Light Meter, Mark, 
Chrest, Uncool Niece. Downstairs: Jad Fair 
& Yo La Tengo, Binary System, Wicked 
Farleys. Corner: Board of Education 
OXYGEN, Saugus. “Uncover Night,” top-40 
music 

PARADISE ROCK CLUB, Boston. Slip 
Bread & Puppet Theater 

PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. “Fuse,” 
house with DJ Felix 

PLANTATION CLUB DRAFTHOUSE, 
Worcester. Babaloo, Krakow 
PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. Grits 
PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston 
Plunkett 

RED ROOM, Salem. “Last Call” with Marty 
Rowen 

REGATTABAR, Cambridge. “Lair du 
temps” with Pierre Hurel Trio, Francoise 
Kucheida, Pierre Barouh 

RHYTHM & SPICE CARIBBEAN GRILL, 
Cambridge. Jah Spirit 

RIO GRANDE CAFE, Marblehead. Toni 
Lynn Washington 

RYLES, Cambridge. Kubota Powerjazz Unit. 
SCULLERS, Boston. Rebecca Parris & 
Steve Marvin 

SIR MORGAN'S COVE, Worcester. “Battle 
of the Bands” with Mohed, Drawing Flies, 
Crazy Man Soup, Dead End 

SIT 'N BULL PUB, Maynard. John 
Fitzsimmons & the Last of the Boys 
SQUAWK COFFEEHOUSE, Cambridge 
Squawk Squad 

SWEETWATER CAFE, Boston. Guy Smiley. 
THE TAM, Brookline. Ornette Funicelio. 

THE TIMES, Boston. “Supergroove,” house 
and progressive house 

TIR NA NOG, Somerville. Ronan Quinn. 
TOAD, Cambridge. HyBrasil 

TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Jeff Auger Trio 
TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston 
“Aquarela,” Brazilian night with DJ Marcello 
Malcher; “Reunion Night” with DJ Zino. 

T.T. THE BEAR'S PLACE, Cambridge. 
Meat Depressed, Stock 7, One. 

TURNER FISHERIES AT THE WESTIN, 
Boston. Paul Broadnax 

UPSTAIRS LOUNGE, Boston. “Atomic 
Lounge,” swing and lounge with DJ Big 
Daddy 

WALLY'S CAFE, Boston. “Latin Jazz.” 
WATCH CITY BREWING COMPANY, 
Waltham. “Leprechaun Swing” featuring 
Jerry Bell 

WESTERN FRONT, Cambridge. Pure Funk. 
WONDER BAR, Allston. Grant Langford 
Quartet 

THE YARD ROCK, Quincy. Weepin’ Willie 


Jim 





THURSDAY 5 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses 

BACK ALLEY THEATRE, Cambridge 
“Back Alley Caberet Open Mike.” 

COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. Frank 
Santos, the R-Rated Hynotist 

COMEDY PALACE AT GRILL 93, Andover 
Mike Coleman 

IMPROV ASYLUM THEATER, Boston 
‘Improv and sketch comedy.” 

NICK'S COMEDY*STOP, Boston. DJ 
Hazard, Dan Grueter, John Pizzi 

NICK'S KOWLOON, Saugus. Patty Ross, 
Larry Miles, Joe Carroll 


FRIDAY 6 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

ANGELICA'S RESTAURANT, Middleton. 
“The Godfather's Surprise 50th Comedy 
Birthday Party.” 

BACK ALLEY THEATRE, Cambridge. 
ImprovBoston. 

COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. Jake 
Johannsen. 





| 
| 
| 


| 


At 7 p.m., “Joey & Maria's Comedy 
Wedding.” At 9 p.m., Doug Stanhope, Joey 
Diaz, Pete Costello 

COMEDY PALACE AT ROYAL MAN- 
DARIN, Marlboro. Gerroll Bennett 
COMEDY STUDIO, Cambridge. “P.S 
Absurdo.” 

DICK DOHERTY'’S AT THE CHASE 
HOUSE, Salem. Ai March, Brett Duggan, 
John Joyce 

DICK DOHERTY’S AT THE CHINA BLOS- 
SOM, North Andover. Dick Doherty, Bob 
Flathers, Jeanine Pace 

DICK DOHERTY'S COMEDY VAULT, 
Boston. Matt & John 

IMPROV ASYLUM THEATER, Boston 
“Improv and sketch comedy.” 

NICK'S COMEDY STOP, Boston. Tom 
Cotter, Dan Grueter, John Pizzi 

NICK’S KOWLOON, Saugus. Patty Ross, 
DJ Hazard, Joe Carroll. 


SATURDAY 7 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

BACK ALLEY THEATRE, Cambridge. 
ImprovBoston. 

COMEDY CONNECTION AT CARUSO'S 
DIPLOMAT, Saugus. Frank Santos, the R- 
Rated Hynotist 

COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. Jake 
Johannsen. 

COMEDY PALACE AT CHATEAU 
RESTAURANT, Norwood. Joey Devito 
COMEDY PALACE AT GRILt 93, Andover 
Doug Stanhope, Joey Diaz, Pete Costello 
COMEDY PALACE AT ROYAL MAN- 
DARIN, Marlboro. Gerroll Bennett 

DICK DOHERTY’S AT THE CHASE 
HOUSE, Salem. Al March, Brett Duggan, 
John Joyce 

DICK DOHERTY’'S AT THE CHINA BLOS- 
SOM, North Andover. Dick Doherty, Bob 
Flathers, Jeanine Pace 

DICK DOHERTY'’S COMEDY VAULT, 
Boston. Matt & John 

IMPROV ASYLUM THEATER, Boston 
“Improv and sketch comedy.” 

NICK'S COMEDY STOP, Boston. Tom 
Cotter, Dan Grueter, John Pizzi 

NICK'S KOWLOON, Saugus. Patty Ross, 
DJ Hazard, Joe Carroll 

NICK'S MAUI, Brockton. Steve Hurley, 
Brian Longwell, Pete Costello 


SUNDAY 8 


See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses 

BACK ALLEY THEATRE, Cambridge. At 2 
p.m., ImprovBoston 

COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. “Mimix” 
with Bob Gautreau, Deb Armelino, Denie 
Richardson, Zola 

COMEDY PALACE AT GRILL 93, Andover 
Mike Bent 

DICK DOHERTY'S AT MEMORY LANE, 
Braintree. Robbie Printz, Lauren Verge, Ted 
Barrett 

DICK DOHERTY’S COMEDY VAULT, 
Boston. “Open Mike Night.” 

NICK'S COMEDY STOP, Boston. DJ 
Hazard, Dan Grueter, Tom Cotter 

NORTH SHORE MUSIC THEATRE (978- 
922-8500), 62 Dunham Rd., Beverly. Bill 
Cosby 


MONDAY 9 © 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. i 

COMEDY CONNECTION, 
“Showcase.” 


TUESDAY 10 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. Paul 
Nardizzi, Robbie Printz. 


WEDNESDAY 11 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. Mike 
Donovan 

NICK’S COMEDY STOP, Boston. “Open 
Mike.” 


THURSDAY 12 

See Club Directory for phone numbers and 
addresses. 

BACK ALLEY THEATRE, Cambridge. 
“Back Alley Caberet Open Mike.” 

COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. Frank 
Santos, the R-Rated Hynotist 

COMEDY PALACE AT GRILL 93, Andover. 
Mike Coleman. 

IMPROV ASYLUM THEATER, Boston. 
“Improv and sketch comedy.” 

JIMBO'S SOUTH COMEDY SHOW, 
Braintree. MiekDonovan, Bob Niles, Annette 
Pollack, T.J. Griffin, Marion Canterbury. 
NICK'S COMEDY STOP, Boston. Patty 
Ross, Paul Gilligan, P.J. Walsh. 

NICK’S KOWLOON, Saugus. Frank 
Santorelli, Al Ducharme, John Turco. 


concerts 
Ra 


THURSDAY 5 

MOE AND MOON BOOT LOVER perform at 
8 p.m: at Somerville Theatre, 55 Davis Sq., 
Somerville. Tickets $15; 931-2000 


FRIDAY 6 

BETH NIELSEN CHAPMAN performs at 8 
p.m. at Somerville Theatre, 55 Davis Sq., 
Somerville. Tickets $16.50-$19.50; 931- 
2000 

CARMEN LINARES performs at 8 p.m. at 
Sanders Theatre, 45 Quincy St., Harvard 
Square, Cambridge. Tickets $22-$28; 876- 
4275. 

DREMMWEL performs at 8 p.m. at New 
Bedford Whaling Museum, 18 Johnny Cake 
Hill, New Bedford. Tickets $10; (508) 997- 
0046. 

LES SAMPOU AND DAVE CROSSLAND 
perform at 8 p.m. at Beal House, Rite. 106, 
Main St., Kingston. Tickets $12; (781) 871- 
1052, 


Boston 











MAT MANERI AND MIDDLETOWN THREE 
perform at 8 p.m. at Zeitgeist Gallery, 312 
Broadway, Cambridge. Donation $5; 441- 
0563 

MINDY JOSTYN AND LIZA CONSTABLE 
perform at 8 p.m. at UnCommon 
Coffeehouse, Scott Hall, First Parish 
Church, 24 Vernon St, Framingham. Tickets 
$12; (508) 872-2978 

OSCAR LOPEZ performs at 7 p.m. at 
Borders, 255 Grossman Dr., Braintree. Free; 
(781) 356-5111 

“STEVE SCHALCHLIN: LIVING IN THE 
BONUS ROUND” is a cabaret performance 
Fri.-Sat. at 8 p.m. at Blacksmith House, 56 
Brattle St., Cambridge. Tickets $10; 547- 
6789 


SATURDAY 7 

ALIEN FOLKLIFE performs at 7:30 p.m. at 
Cornerstone Coffeehouse, Second 
Congregational Church, 485 Washington St., 
Winchester. Tickets $12, $9 for students; 
824-8000 

JEZ LOWE performs at 7:30 p.m. at 
Universal Coffeehouse, Universal Church, 
211 Bridge St., Salem. Tickets $10; (508) 
744-3224. 

JIM RADER performs at 8 p.m. at Borders, 
255 Grossman Dr., Braintree. Free; (781) 
356-5111. 

KORN AND INCUBUS perform at 7:30 p.m 
at Tsongas Arena, Lowell. Tickets $22.50; 
931-2000 

LYLE LOVETT performs at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Orpheum Theatre, Boston. Tickets $22.50- 
$32.50; 423-NEXT 

LYNN MORRIS BAND AND JONES & 
LEVA perform at 7:30 p.m. at Museum of 
Our Natural Heritage, 33 Marrett Rd., 
Lexington. Tickets $16; (781) 782-2251 
MITCAN CONCERT features MIT's African 
Performance Ensemble at 8 p.m. at Killian 
Hall, MIT, 160 Memorial Dr., Cambridge 
Free; 253-2826 

RACKY THOMAS BAND performs al 8 p.m 
at Zullo Gallery, 456A Main St., Medfield 
Tickets $10; (508) 359-3711 

ROBBIE O'CONNELL performs at 8 p.m. at 
Homegrown Coffeehouse, First Parish 
Unitarian Church, 23 Dedham Ave 
Needham. Tickets $10; (781) 444-7478 
SUPER SESSION ALL-STAR BENEFIT 
CONCERT features the Rekooperators, 
Gary Burton, and Paul Griffin at 8 p.m. at 
Berklee Performance Hall, 136 Mass. Ave., 
Boston. Tickets $15-$20, $5-$10 for stu 
dents; 747-2261 

THELONIOUS MONK INSTITUTE OF JAZZ 
AT NEC performs chamber music at 1:30 
p.m. at Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum, 
280 The Fenway, Boston. Tickets $15, $11 
for seniors, $9 for students, $4 for children; 
734-1359 

“STEVE SCHALCHLIN: LIVING IN THE 
BONUS ROUND.” See listing for Fri 


SUNDAY 8 

CAST OF HANSEL & GRETEL performs al 
7 p.m. at Borders, Atrium Mail, 300 Boylston 
Street, Chestnut Hill (630-1120). Free 
COUNTRY & BLUEGRASS JAM is at 2 
p.m. at Yeats County, 96 School St., 
Watertown. Free; 489-7415. 

DANIEL IAN SMITH QUINTET performs at 
7 p.m. at the Church of Our Saviour, 23 
Monmouth St., Brookline. Tickets $10, $5 for 
students; 364-2243, 

DREMMWEL performs at 7:30 p.m. at 
Museum of Our Natural Heritage, 33 Marrett 
Rd., Lexington. Tickets $16-$21; (781) 862- 
7837 

GAMELAN GALAK TIKA perform at 3 p.m 
at Kresge Auditorium, MIT, 48 Mass. Ave., 
Cambridge. Tickets $5; 253-2826. 

GRUPO AFROCUBA DE MATANZAS & 
LOS HERMANOS CEPEDA performs at 
7:30 p.m. at Sanders Theatre, 45 Quincy St., 
Harvard Square, Cambridge. Tickets $12- 
$25, $12 for children; 876-4275 

“LOOK WHAT A WONDER: AN 
ENCOUNTER WITH THE NATION'S 
PAST” is a gospel performance at 2:30 p.m 
at Rabb Lecture Hall, Boston Public Library, 
Copley Sq., Boston. Free; 536-5400, ext. 
296. 

LYLE LOVETT performs at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Orpheum Theatre, One Hamilton Place, 
Boston. Tickets $23.50; call 423-NEXT. 

PAT DONAHER-BEN KIBBEY DUO per- 
forms at 2 p.m. at the French Library and 
Cultural Center, 53 Marlborough St., Boston. 
Free; 471-4657 

WILDEST DREAMS perform at 2 p.m. at 
First Parish Unitarian Universalist Church, 
Route 3A, Duxbury. Tickets $12, $6 for chil- 
dren; (781) 934-6532. 


MONDAY 9 

BALUCH ENSEMBLE OF KARACHI per- 
forms at 8 p.m. at Killian Hall, MIT, 160 
Memorial Dr., Cambridge. Free; 253-2826 


TUESDAY 10 

CAST OF HAVING OUR SAY periorms at 
7:30 p.m. at Borders, Atrium Mall, 300 
Boylston Street, Chestnut Hill (630-1120). 
Free. 

PAULA ZEITLIN & PAM QUICK perform at 
12:15 p.m. at King's Chapel, 58 Tremont St., 
Boston. Free; 227-2155 


WEDNESDAY 11 

LORRIE MORGAN performs at 8 p.m. at 
Lowell Memorial Auditorium, 50 East - 
Merrimack St., Lowell. Tickets $20.50- 
$32.50; 931-2000 

MARISA MONTE performs at 8 p.m. at 
Berklee Pertormance Hall, 136 Mass. Ave., 
Boston. Tickets $25-$30; 876-4275 

STEVE TAPPER & MARCIA ANDERSON 
perform at 7 p.m. at Borders, 255 Grossman 
Dr., Braintree. Free; (781) 356-5111. 


THURSDAY 12 

MARY GAUTHIER performs at 7:30 p.m. at 
Borders, 255 Grossman Dr., Braintree. Free; 
(781) 356-5111. 

“THE JOY OF SAX” is a concert and com- 
mentary featuring Irving Schwartz and the 
Medium Groove Saxophone Quartet at 7 
p.m. at the Devotion School, 345 Harvard 
St., Brookline. Tickets $5; 730-2700. 





readings 


THURSDAY 5 

DAVID BENNAHUM discusses his Extra 
Life: Coming of Age in Cyberspace Barnes & 
Noble, 150 Granite St., Braintree. Free 
(781) 380-4129 

ANITA DIAMANT discusses her Saying 
Kaddish at 7 p.m. at Newtonville Books, 296 
Wainut St., Newton. Free; 244-6619. 

ZHU XIA Di discusses his Thirty Years in a 
Red House: A Memoir of Childhood and 
Youth in Communist China at 7 p.m. at the 
Harvard Coop, 1400 Mass. Ave., Harvard 
Sq., Cambridge. Free; 499-2000 

CHRIS FUJIWARA discusses his Jacques 
Tourneur: Cinema of Nightfall at 6 p.m. at 
the French Library and Cultural Center, 53 


Broadway: An Oral History of the Great 
White Way at 4 p.m. at Borders, 85 
Worcester Rd., Framingham. Free; (508) 
875-2321 

DAVID STEVENS signs his Mama Flora’s 
Family at 1:30 p.m. at the Book Rack, 52 
State St., Newburyport. Free; (978) 462 
8615 


MONDAY 9 

MARY JANE CLARK signs her Do You 
Want To Know a Secret>? at 6 p.m. at 
Kate's Mystery Books, 2211 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge. Free; 491-2660 

EDWARD JACOBS discusses his Fathering 
the ADHD Child at 7 p.m. at the Harvard 
Coop, 1400 Mass. Ave., Harvard Sq., 
Cambridge. Free; 499-2000 

SUSAN J. MILLER, SUZANNE GORDON, 
AND SARAH WERNICK discuss their Never 
Let Me Down, Life Support, and Strong 
Women Stay Slim at 7 p.m. at Barnes & 
Nobile, Boston University, 660 Beacon St., 





Marlborough St., Boston. Tickets $6; 266- 
4351 

DONALD HALL reads poetry from his 
Without at 8 p.m. at 100 Gasson Hall, 140 
Comm. Ave., Boston College, Chestnut Hill 
Tickets $140; 244-5551. 

DANIEL HILLIS discusses his The Pattern 
in the Stone at 6:30 p.m. at Room 10-250, 
MIT, 77 Mass. Ave., Cambridge. Free; 253- 
5249. 

MARK ROSEN discusses his Thank You for 
Being Such a Pain: Spiritual Guidance for 
Dealing with Difficult People at 7 p.m. at the 
Devotion School, 345 Harvard St., Brookline. 
Tickets $5; 730-2700. 

IRENE SMALLS-HECTOR reads from her 
Strawbeater's Thanksgiving at 11 a.m. at the 
Harvard Coop, 1400 Mass. Ave., Harvard 
Sq., Cambridge. Free; 499-2000. 
DOUGLAS STARR discusses his Blood: An 
Epic History of Medicine and Commerce at 7 
p.m. at Brookline Booksmith, 279 Harvard 
St., Brookline. Free; 566-6660. 

PAUL THEROUX reads from his Sir Vidia's 
Shadow at 6 p.m. at Rabb Lecture Hall, 
Boston Public Library, Copley Sq., Boston. 
Free; 661-1515. 

WOMEN IN THE WILD: TRUE STORIES 
OF ADVENTURE AND CONNECTION con- 
tributors read at 6 p.m. at New Words, 186 
Hampshire St., Cambridge. Free; 876-5310. 
GERALDINE ZETZEL reads poetry at 7:30 
p.m. at O'Neill Branch Library, 70 Rindge 
Ave., Cambridge. Free; 349-4023. 


FRIDAY 6 

“A NIGHT OF WOMEN POETS” features 
Deborah Byrne, Sarah Jensen, Claire 
Robson, Catherine Sasanov, and Meg Smith 
at 8 p.m. at Brookline Booksmith, 279 
Harvard St., Brookline. Free; 566-6660. 
KATHERINE HALL PAGE signs her The 
Body in the Bookcase at 6 p.m. at Kate's 
Mystery Books, 2211 Mass Ave, Cambridge. 
Free; 491-2660. 

POETRY READING features Erica 
Funkhouser, Marie Harris, John Hildebidie, 
Lloyd Schwartz, and Louisa Solano at 7 p.m. 
at Sawyer Building Cafeteria, Suffolk 
University, 8 Ashburton PI., Boston. Free; 
573-8262. ; 

“A TRIBUTE TO ASIKA TOURE” features 
Jamarh! Crawford, Michael Holley, the Jeff 
Robinson Trio, and others at 7 p.m. Roxbury 
Community College, 1350 Tremont St., 
Roxbury. Free; 753-8400. ~ 


SATURDAY 7 

ANDREW DORENBURG & KAREN PAGE 
discuss their Dining Out: Secrets from 
America’s Leading Critics, Chefs, and 
Restaurants at 2 p.m. at Borders, Atrium 
Mall, 300 Boylston St., Chestnut Hill. Free; 
630-1120. 

TANYA FOUST MEAD reads from and 
signs her Awaken from Your Slumbers and 
Rise on Your Wings at 1 p.m. at Dudley 
Branch Library, 65 Warren St., Roxbury. 
Free; 442-6186. 


SUNDAY 8 

ELEPHANT WALK COOKBOOK SIGNING 
features Longteine de Monteiro at 3 p.m. at 
Brookline Booksmith, 279 Harvard St., 
Brookline. Free; 566-6660. 

FOLLY COVE POETS read at 2 p.m. at the 
Wenham Museum, 132 Main St., Wenham 
Tickets $4, $3.50 for seniors, $2 for children; 
(978) 468-2377. 

HARVEY FROMMER AND MYRNA KATZ 
FROMMER discuss their /t Happened On 


j 











Boston. Free; 236-7460. 

JOHN ALLEN PAULOS discusses his 
Once Upon a Number at 6 p.m. at the Hasty 
Pudding Theatre, 12 Holyoke St., Harvard 
Sq., Cambridge. Free; 661-1515. 

POETRY OPEN MIC, hosted by Sandy 
Borges and Nancy Brady Cunningham, fea- 
tures John Visnauskis at 8:30 p.m. at 
Blackthorne’s Tavern, Rte. 138, Easton. 
Free; (508) 238-9017. 

DR. FREDRIC SCHIFFER discusses his Of 
Two Minds at 7:30 p.m. at Barnes & Noble, 
One Worcester Rd., Framingham. Free; 
(508) 628-5567. 

STONE SOUP POETRY features a poetic 
salute to Dorothy Day with Sandra Srgo and 
others at 8 p.m. at T.T. the Bear's Place, 10 
Brookline St., Central Sq., Cambridge. 
Tickets $3; 227-0845. 


TUESDAY 10 

AGAPE POETRY features Elizabeth Gordon 
McKim at 8 p.m. at Community Church of 
Boston, 565 Boylston St., Copley Sq., 
Boston. Tickets $1; 489-0519. 

MARJORIE AGOSIN reads from her Always 
Somewhere Else; A Memoir of My Chilean 
Jewish Father at 6 p.m. at New Words, 186 
Hampshire St., Cambridge. Free; 876-5310. 
ROBERT BLY & MARION WOODMAN dis- 
cuss their The Maiden King at 6:15 p.m. at 
Askwith Lecture Hall, Longfellow Hall, 
Appian Way, Cambridge. Free; 495-0740. 
ALAN BOWHILL, BETSEY HOUGHTON, 
AND VIRGINIA THAYER read poetry at 7 
p.m. at Newton Free Library, 330 Homer St., 
Newton Centre. Free; 552-7145 

BEN BROOKS AND JACK LE VERT read 
at 7:30 p.m. at O'Neill Branch Library, 70 
Rindge Ave., Cambridge. Free; 349-4023. 
SUSAN JOHNSON HANDLER discusses 
her Lost in Victory: Reflections of American 
War Orphans of World War II at 7:30 p.m. at 
Barnes & Noble, One Worcester Rd., 
Framingham. Free; (508) 628-5567. 
MICHAEL IGNATIEFF discusses his /saiah 
Berlin at 6 p.m. at Rabb Lecture Hall, Boston 
Public Library, Copley Sq., Boston. Free; 
661-1515 

STAN KENDZ signs his Forever Healthy at 
7 p.m. at Borders, 255 Grossman Dr., 
Braintree. Free; (781) 356-5111. 

PHILIP MORRISON & KOSTA TSIPIS dis- 
cuss their Reason Enough to Hope at 5:30 
p.m. at Wong Auditorium, MIT, 70 Memorial 
Dr., Cambridge. Free; 253-5249. 

BARBARA NEELY reads from her Blache 
Cleans Up at 7:30 p.m. at Loring-Greenough 
House, 12 South St., Jamaica Plain 
Donation $5; 469-2978. 

ROBERT B. PARKER discusses his 
Chance at 8 p.m. at Endicott Auditorium, 
Endicott College, 376 Hale Street, Beverly 
Free; (978) 232-2012. 

RAYMOND P. SCHEINDLIN AND 
RICHARD FEIN read poetry at 8 p.m. at 
Adams House, Lower Common Room, 
Harvard College, 26 Plympton St., Harvard 
Sq., Cambridge. Free; 547-4648 

MICHAEL WALSH reads from his As Time 
Goes By at 7 p.m. at Barnes & Noble, 
Boston University, 660 Beacon St., Boston 
Free; 236-7460 


WEDNESDAY 11 
BOSTON POETRY SLAM is ai 8 p.m. at the 
Cantab Lounge, 738 Mass. Ave., Central 
Sq., Cambridge. Free; 354-2685. 
RICHARD CAMBRIDGE'S POET'S THE- 
ATRE is at 8 p.m. at Club Passim, 47 
Palmer St., Harvard Sq., Cambridge. Tickets 


MARISA MONTE plays the Berklee Performance Center on Wednesday. 





$10-$12; 492-7679 

“OUSTPOKEN WORD OPEN MIC” is host 

ed by Libby Franck at 7:30 p.m. at Center for 
the Arts in Natick, 31 Main St., Natick 
Tickets $3; (508) 647-0179 

INGO SCHULZE reads from his 33 
Augenblicke des Gliks at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Goethe Institut Boston, 170 Beacon St 

Boston. Free; 262-6050 


THURSDAY 12 

LINDA ATKINS discusses her Jamaica & 
Me at 7 p.m. at Newtonville Books, 296 
Wainut St., Newton. Free; 244-6619. 

LISA BERK AND EMILY RUBIN read at 
7:30 p.m. at O'Neill Branch Library, 70 
Rindge Ave., Cambridge. Free; 349-4023 
“CULTURAL BRIDGES Ili” is a bilingual 
Russian/English evening of poetry at 7 p.m 
at Newton Free Library, 330 Homer St., 
Newton Centre. Free; 552-7145 

DENISE DONNELLY discusses her 
Falcon’s Cry: A Desert Storm Memoir at 


7:30 p.m. at Borders, Atrium Mall, 300 
Boylston St., Chestnut Hill. Free; 630-1120 
KENWARD ELMSLIE reads poetry at 7 p.m 
at Bartos Theatre, 20 Ames St., MIT, 
Cambridge. Free; 253-9469 

NAOMI EPEL discusses her Observation 
Deck: A Tool Kit for Writers at 7 p.m. at 
Borders, 85 Worcester Rd., Framingham 





Free; (508) 875-2321 

GRANDMOTHERS: GRANDDAUGHTERS 
REMEMBER contributors read at 6 p.m. at 
New Words, 186 Hampshire St., Cambndge 
Free; 876-5310 

KATHLEEN HIRSCH reads from her A 
Home in the Heart of the City at 6:30 p.m. at 
Jamaica Plain Branch Library, 12 Sedgewick 
St., Jamaica Plain. Free; 524-2053 
BARBARA JORDAN reads poetry from her 
Trace Elements at 7 p.m. at Faneuil Branch 
Library, 419 Faneuil St., Brighton. Free; 782 
6705 

OLIVE PIERCE discusses her Up River: The 
Story of a Maine Fishing Community at 7:30 
p.m. at Gallery One, New England School of 
Photography, 537 Comm. Ave., Boston 
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Free; 437-1868 

DALIA RABINOVICH discusses her Flora’s 
Suitcase at 7:30 p.m. at Barnes & Noble, 
One Worcester Rd., Framingham. Free; 
(508) 628-5567. 

NORMA P. WEINBERG discusses her 
Natural Hand Care: Herbal Treatments and 
Simple Techniques for Healthy Hands and 
Nails at 7 p.m. at the Harvard Coop, 1400 
Mass. Ave., Harvard Sq., Cambridge. Free; 
499-2000 

SUSAN WILSON discusses her Garden of 
Memories: A Guide to Historic Forest Hills at 
7 p.m. at West Roxbury Branch Library 
1961 Centre St., West Roxbury. Free; 325 
3147 


talks 
See mE N= 


THURSDAY 5 
“AFFIRMATIVE ACTION OR DIVERSITY” 
is a discussion moderated by Arlene Brock 
at 8 p.m. at Cambridge Center for Adult 
Education, 42 Brattle St., Cambridge 
Admission $2, $1 for seniors; 547-6789 
BEVERLY SILLS lectures at 8 p.m. at 
O'Keefe Center, Salem State College 
Salem. Tickets $15-$60, $12 for seniors and 
students; (978) 542-7555 

“CREATIVE INSPIRATION” is a lecture by 
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GREAT MUSIC 4 NIGHTS A WEEK 


WO0S joint chiefs 
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grinning lizards 


1/07 down low connection 
1/08 dj ren justice 


WM 
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GREAT FOOD, 7 DAYS A WEEK 
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LIKE Mom’s APPLE PIE 
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Boston Billiard Club 


126 Brookline Avenue Boston, MA 
(617) 536-POOL 


www.bostonbilliardclub.com 


Now Booking Holiday Parties for Groups of 10-300. 
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Nancy Skolos at 5:30 p.m. at Blackman 


Auditorium, 360 Huntington Ave 
Northeastern University, Boston. Free; 373 
2347 


“CRISPUS ATTUCKS AND THE BLACK 
ATLANTIC SEAFARING TRADITION” is a 
lecture by W. Jeffrey Bolster at 6 p.m. at the 
Old State House, State and Washington 
Sts., Boston. Free; 720-3290 

“EQUAL PARTNERSHIP IN MARRIAGE: 
CROSS CULTURES AND UNIVERSAL 
FINDINGS” is a lecture by Claire Rabin at 
12:30 p.m. Center for Research on Women 
828 Washington St., Wellesley. Free; (781) 
283-2500 

“JAZZ AND THE ARTS: HOW DO MUSIC 
AND ART RELATE TO THE CREATIVE 
PROCESS OF WRITING POETRY?” is a 
forum featuring Thorpe Feidt and Sascha 
Feinstein at 2 p.m. at Ellison Campus 
Center, Salem State College, Salem. Free 
(978) 542-6999 

“KOREA AND JAPAN FROM AG.I.'S 
POINT OF VIEW” is a lecture by Santo J 
Aurelio at 10:30 a.m. at Cambridge Cemer 
for Adult Education, 42 Brattle St., 


s FOsl PRESS TRIG 


EVENING JAZZ 8:30PM-12:00AM 


WHAT’S NEW 


JAZZ 7:30PM - 21+ 





—"T JAZZ JAM 


WITH TRUDY SANDHAUS 
EVENING JAZZ 7:30PM-11:30PM 


JON LLA TRIO 


JAZZ BRUNCH 11 3OAM-3:30PM 





EVENING JAZZ 8:30PM-12:00AM 


BIG & PHAT JAZZ ORCHESTRA 


omects er ANIEL IAN SMITH 
OVER AFTER 10PM 
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Cambridge. Admission $2, $1 for seniors 
547-6789 

“PASSING THE BARRE” is a lecture by 
Peter Pawlyshyn at 7 p.m. at Boston Ballet 
South End Studios, 19 Clarendon St 

Boston. Tickets $12: 695-6950 

“STRESS BUSTERS FOR THE JOB 
SEARCH” is a lecture by Joanne Shapiro at 
7:30 p.m. at Stuart Administration Building 
Rm 408, Boston College Law School, 885 
Centre St., Newton. Free; 244-3794 

“THE NEXT WAVE: THE CASE FOR A 
PROGRESSIVE GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXU- 
AL, AND TRANSGENDER SOCIAL MOVE- 
MENT” is a lecture by Urvashi Vaid at 7:30 
p.m. at the Thompson Parlor Room, Barker 
Center, 1st Fl., 12 Quincy St., Cambridge 
Free; 496-9199 

“THREE CENTURIES OF AMERICAN 
DOMESTIC LIFE: THE VICTORIAN 
WORLD OF THE GIBSONS” is lecture at 
6:30 p.m. at Brighton Branch Library, 40 
Academy Hill Rd., Brighton. Free; 782-6032 

“TWO DORCHESTERS"” is a slide lecture 
by Anthony Sammarco at 6:45 p.m. at 
Adams St. Branch Library, 690 Adams SL, 


JAZZ 


at the Church of Our Saviour 


Corner of Cariton & Monmouth 
Streets in Brooldine, MA. 





Sunday 
November 8 
7:00 pm Show 


Daniel lan Smith Quintet 


An evening of original music featuring 
Joe Mulholland, Barry Smith, 
Steve Lefebvre and Matt Gordy 
All concerts $10 ($5 for students) 
Call (617) 364-2243 


from the T Green line. C.train to St Marys 





Thurs. 11/5"- Daniel Ian Smith Group 
Fri. 11/6"- Edu Tancredi y el Bandon 33 
Sat. 11/7*- Frankie V-CD Release downstairs 
Swinging Lounge Night upstairs 
Tue. 11/10°- Nancy S. Mroczek 
Wed. 11/11"- Brazilian Night - Carlos Rocha Quintet 
Thurs. 11/12"- Pat Loomis- downstairs 


UPCOMING: Nov. 18 VITAL INFORMATION featuring 


INMAN SOUARE 
CAMBRIDGE 
876-9330 


www rylesjazz.com 


Steve Smith, Frank Gambale, Tom Coster, Baron Brown 
SUNDAY JAZZ BRUNCH + 10am - 3pm 


IN LIVE MUSIC” 





KCULERS JAZ @ 


hur Fri. Nov. 5-6 


MARIAN 
.McPARTLAND 


| HOSTED BY WICN 90.5 FM 
Tues. Nov.10 


BRIAN HUGHES 


| Wed., Now. 111 8PM Only 


Check Wabi culenjor. com n for latest ' schedule! 


SHOW 


Voted #1 Jazz Club 
Readers’ Choice, The TAB, 
Improper Bostonian 


Thurs.- Fri. Nov. 12-13 


REBECCA PARRIS 
& STEVE MARVIN 


Tues. & Wed. Nov. 17-18 


THE AL 
DIMEOLA 


Tickets*info 
562-4111 931-2000 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


TOGRAPHS AND DOCUMENTS” 


Dorchester. Free; 436-6900 

“VISITING SCULPTORS LECTURE 
SERIES” features Nayland Blake at 12:30 
p.m. at Anderson Auditorium, School of the 
Museum of Fine Arts, 230 The Fenway 
Boston. Free; 369-3718 


FRIDAY 6 

“PUERTO RICO: INDEPENDENCE IS A 
NECESSITY” is a panel discussion by rep 
resentatives of the Socialist Workers’ Party 
at 7:30 p.m. Pathfinder Bookstore, 780 
Tremont St., Boston. Donation $4; 247 
6772 


SATURDAY 7 

“HISTORIC NEW ENGLAND BUSES” is a 
slide lecture by Len Bachelder at 7:30 p.m 
at Grand Lodge of Masons, 186 Tremont St 

Boston. Free; (781) 433-7015 

PATRICIA ELAM lectures at 4 p.m. at 
Dudley Branch Library, 65 Warren St 

Roxbury. Free; 442-6186 

“TAKING CARE OF YOUR FAMILY PHO- 
is a lec 
ture by David Mishkin at 2 p.m. at the 


Marketplace Cafe 
Fanueil Hall, Boston 
Every Thursday 


Brian Walkley Band 


with Bob Gay, Baron Brown and Ray Greene 


www.willow-entertainment.com 
Call 227-9660 for more info 


Fri L/S. 
The Swing Doctors 
* Sat U7 
‘ Karin Parker 


Kingston Street, E 
one # 617.451.262 


at The Charles Hotel * Harvard S 


BEST JAZZ BAR 


5 Nov Thu 8:30pm 


BRASILEIRINHO 
TERESA INES 


WITH SPECIAL GUEST 
6 Nov Fri 8 & 10pm: $12 


THE TITILAYO 
NGWENYA ensemBLe 


7 Nov Sat 8 & 10pm: $12 


THE TRIO 
FLAMENCO & BEYOND 


10 Nov Tue 8:30pm: $8 


‘THE STEVEN KIRBY 


11 Nov vac UL m: $9 
THe CHIARA cjvEuo 


12 au “ ATET $12 


L’AIR DU TEMPS Double Feature: 
THE PIERRE HUREL trio 
KUCHEIDA 


& 
13 Nov Sat 8 & 10pm: $18 
THE JAMES 
TTON QUARTET 


14 Nov Sat 8 & 10pm: $12 
THE WALLAC 
RONEY 


for tickets and information Call 


Concertix (617)876-7777 


www.concertix.com 


Somerville Museum, One Westwood Rd 

Somerville. Free; 623-9810 

“TIME OUT: HOW TO PLAN A SABBATI- 
CAL” is a workshop from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m 
at Cambridge Center for Adult Education, 42 
Brattle St., Cambridge. Admission $81 

$40.50 for seniors: 547-6789. 

“URBAN BUSH WOMEN: SURVIVAL 
THROUGH CULTURAL TRADITIONS” is a 
lecture by Jawole Willa Jo Zollar at 8 p.m. at 
Kresge Auditorium, MIT, 48 Mass. Ave., 
Cambridge. Free; 253-4003 


SUNDAY 8 

“CLOSE THE SCHOOL OF ASSASSINS!” 
is a lecture by Rev. Nick Cardell at 11 am 
at Community Church of Boston, 565 
Boylston St., Copley Sq., Boston. Free; 266 
6710 

“ETHICS OF MEDIATING A DISPUTE” is a 
lecture by Judge Paul Garrity at 10:30 a.m 
at Longy School of Music, 1 Follen St., 
Cambnidge. Free; 739-9050 

“KLEZMER MUSIC: ROOTS AND 
REVIVAL" is a lecture by Hankus Netsky at 
9:45 a.m. at Lower Falls Community Center, 
545 Grove St., Newton Lower Falls. Tickets 
$10; 965-0330 

“SAPPHO, BEAUTY, AND MEDIEVAL 
MUSIC DEVICES: COMPOSING A PRE- 
MIERE FOR FULL CHORUS AND SOPRA- 
NO SOLO” is a lecture by Patricia Van Ness 
at 2 p.m. at Newton Free Library, 330 Homer 
St., Newton Centre. Free; 552-7145 


MONDAY 9 

“HOUSE? CONDO? APARTMENT? MAK- 
ING THE RIGHT CHOISE” is at 7 p.m. at 
West End Branch Library, 151 Cambridge 
St., Boston. Free; 523-3957 
“INVESTIGATING THE RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN TROPOSHPERIC OZONE AND 
CLIMATE CHANGE” is a lecture by Loretta 
Mickley at 4 p.m. at the Bunting Institute, 34 
Concord Ave., Cambridge. Free; 495-8212 
“ISSUES SONATA THEORY: THE NON- 
RESOLVING RECAPITULATION” is a lec 
ture by Prof. James Hepokoski at 4:15 p.m 
at Davison Room, Music Building, 38 Oxtord 
St., Harvard University, Cambridge. Free 
496-6013 

“LIZZIE BORDEN: THE MYSTERY CON- 
TINUES” is a lecture by Christopher Daley 
at 7 p.m. at Charlestown Branch Library, 179 
Main St., Charlestown. Free; 242-1248 
“SOUTH BOSTON REMEMBERS ITS VET- 
ERANS"” is a lecture by Thomas J. Lyons at 
7 p.m. at South Boston Branch Library, 646 
East Broadway, Boston. Free; 268-0180 


TUESDAY 10 

“BLOOD: AN EPIC HISTORY OF 
MEDICINE, BUSINESS, AND MORALITY” 
is a lecture by Douglas Starr at noon at 
Marsh Chapel, Robinson Room, Boston 
University, 735 Comm. Ave., Boston. Tickets 
$2: 353-3560 

“CHOICES AND DECISIONS ABOUT 
COMING OUT AT SCHOOL” is at 6:30 p.m 
at Beacon High School, 74 Green St 
Brookline. Free; 451-1119 

“CURRENT WORK" is a lecture by Frank 
Gehry at 6:30 p.m. at Room 10-250, MIT, 77 
Mass. Ave., Cambridge. Free; 253-7791 
“WINNING WITH THE WEB: SORTING 
THROUGH COMPUTER CHAOS" is a sem- 
inar at 6 p.m. at the Mezzanine Conference 
Room, Boston Public Library, Copley Sq., 
Boston. Free; 536-5400, ext. 371 


WEDNESDAY 11 
“DIVIDING THE PIE: WHAT CRITERIA 
THE LAWYERS ANMD COURTS USE TO 
DIVIDE THE PROPERTY” is a lecture by 
Victoria Rothbaum and Amy Donovan at 
7:30 p.m. at MacPherson Hall, Framingham 
Union Hospital School of Nursing, 85 
Lincoln, Framingham. Tickets $10; (888) 
434-8787 

“MET APHORS & MEANING IN MONET'S 
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WORK” is a lecture by Paul Tucker at 7:30 
p.m. Remis Auditorium, Museum of Fine 
Arts, 465 Huntington Ave., Boston. Tickets 
$12, $9 for students and seniors; 369-3300 
“SMOKING RELAPSE PREVENTION” is a 
lecture by Kathy Hanian at 7:30 p.m. at 
Borders, Atrium Mall, 300 Boylston St., 
Chestnut Hill. Free; 630-1120 


THURSDAY 12 

“AHIMSA, TOLERATION, AND THE JAIN 
TRADITION” is a lecture by John Berthrong 
at 7 p.m. at Braun Room, Andover Hall, 
Harvard Divinity School, 45 Francis Ave., 
Cambridge. Free; 471-4523 

“ALL IS TRANSITION: VICTORIAN SPIRI- 
TUALISM” is a slide lecture by Dee Morris 
at 2 p.m. at Story Chapel, Mount Auburn 
Cemetery, 580 Mount Auburn St., 
Cambridge. Tickets $8; 547-7105 
“AMERICA, 1900: THE TURNING POINT” 
is an illustrated lecture by Judy Crichton at 2 
p.m. at Rabb Lecture Hall, Boston Public 
Library, Copley Sq., Boston. Free; 536-5400, 
ext. 296 

“DEMYSTIFYING INVESTING FOR 
WOMEN” is a lecture at 7 p.m. at the 
Women's Center, 46 Pleasant St., 
Cambridge. Free; 354-8807. 

“15 BILLION YEARS OF SEARCHING 
FOR GOD: NEITHER RELIGION NOR SCI- 
ENCE CAN AFFORD TO BE DOGMATIC” 
is a lecture by Dr. Daniel Lee Kaplan at 7:30 
p.m. at the First Parish Unitarian 
Universalist, 630 Mass. Ave., Arlington. 
Tickets $10, $5 for students; 497-8731 
“HOW TO MAKE A MUSICAL MASTER- 
PIECE” is a lecture by Jim Smith at 10:30 
a.m. at Cambridge Center for Adult 
Education, 42 Brattle St., Cambridge 
Admission $2, $1 for seniors; 547-6789. 
“IT’S A RISKY BUSINESS” is a lecture by 
‘Neal Yanofsky at 7:15 p.m. at Combined 
Jewish Philanthropies, 126 High St., Boston 
Tickets $10; 451-8147, ext. 113 

“MEET MY AT THE MERRY-G-ROUND: 
ANTIQUE CAROUSELS REVISITED” is a 
slide lecture by Eleanor B. Orsini at 10:30 
a.m. at Newton Free Library, 330 Homer St., 
Newton Centre. Free; 552-7145 
“POLITICS, POLICY, AND THE PUBLIC 
SQUARE” is a lecture by Barbara 
Ehrenreich at 7:30 p.m. at the Thompson 
Parlor Room, Barker Center, 1st FI., 12 
Quincy St., Cambridge. Free; 495-9931 
“SUCCESSFUL SALARY NEGOTIA- 
TIONS” is a lecture at noon at Career 
Moves Resource Center, 105 Chauncey St., 
6th Fl., Boston. Free; 451-8147 

“THE JOURNEY: A BLACK MUSIC PER- 
SPECTIVE” is a lecture by Lawrence 
Watson at 8 p.m. at Cambridge Center for 
Adult Education, 42 Brattle St., Cambridge 
Admission $2, $1 for seniors; 547-6789 
“THE SUSTAINABILITY OF FAMILY- 
SCHOOL PARTNERSHIPS” is a panel dis- 
cussion featuring Heather Weiss and others 
at 6:15 p.m. at Gutman Conference Center, 
Gutman Library, Appian Way, Cambridge 
Free; 495-0740 

“TWO DORCHESTERS.” See listing for 
previous Thurs 


events 
ae 


THURSDAY 5 

“LABOURE COLLEGE HEALTH CAREER 
INFO SESSION: CAREERS IN NURSING” 
is at 4 p.m. at Labouré College, Carney 
Hospital, 2120 Dorchester Ave., Boston 
Free; 296-8300, ext. 4016. 


FRIDAY 6 

ART/CRAFT '98 features 100 artists, arti- 
sans, and designers on Fri. from 2 to 9 p.m., 
on Sat. from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and on Sun. 








from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Cyclorama 
Building, Boston Center for the Arts, 539 
Tremont St., Boston. Tickets $7-$10; 426- 
7000 

NORTH BENNETT ST. SCHOOL OPEN 
HOUSE is on Fri. from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 
on Sat. from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at North 
Bennett St. School, 39 North Bennett St., 
Boston. Free; 227-0155 

“SOMETHING FISHY: AN AQUACULTURE 
FESTIVAL” features farm-raised seafood 
from 6 to 9 p.m. at Greater New Bedford 
Regional Vocational Technical High School 
New Bedford. Tickets $15; (508) 990-0505 


SATURDAY 7 

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF ARTS & SCI- 
ENCES OPEN HOUSE is from noon to 5 
p.m. at American Academy Of Arts & 
Sciences, Norton's Woods, 136 Irving St., 
Cambridge. Free; 576-5000 

“AN ANTHOLOGY OF STAGE MAGIC” 
includes classic stage illusions, music, com- 
edy, and dance at 2 p.m. at the Larcom 
Theatre, 13 Broad St., Beverly. Tickets $15, 
$10 for children under 12; (978) 927-3677 
“CREATING FOUNTAINS” is a workshop 
led by Cynthia Britton-Woolf from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. at Munroe Center for the Arts, 1403 
Mass. Ave., Lexington. Tickets $50; (781) 
862-6040 

SOLAR SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANT 
TOUR is led by Phil Henderson at 1 p.m. at 
510 Boston Post Road, Weston. Donation 
$15; 965-1995. 

WINETASTING PARTY is at 8 p.m. at Crate 
and Barrel, 48 Brattle St., Harvard Sq., 
Cambridge. Tickets $18; 547-6789 
ART/CRAFT '98. See listing for Fri 

NORTH BENNETT ST. SCHOOL OPEN 
HOUSE. See listing for Fri 


SUNDAY 8 

CONGRESSMAN JOHN LEWIS receives 
the 1998 Louis P. and Evelyn Smith First 
Amendment Award at 7 p.m. at Raytheon 
Amphitheater, Egan Center, 120 Forsyth St 
Northeastern University, Boston. Free; 373- 
5800 

“LE GRAND DAVID AND HIS OWN SPEC- 
TACULAR MAGIC COMPANY” includes 
Classic stage illusions, music, comedy, and 
dance at 3 p.m. at the Cabot St. Cinema 
Theatre, 286 Cabot St., Beverly. Tickets 
$15, $10 for children under 12; (978) 927- 
3677 

ART/CRAFT '98. See listing for Fri 


WEDNESDAY 11 
STRAND THEATRE 80TH ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION is at 1 p.m. at the Strand 
Theatre, 543 Columbia Rd., Dorchester 
Free; 282-5230 


THURSDAY 12 

AIDS ACTION COMMITTEE VOLUNTEER 
ORIENTATION is at 5:30 p.m. at AIDS 
Action Committee, 131 Clarendon St., 
Boston. Free; 450-1302 


benefits 
Se Ae 


SATURDAY 7 

WALK FOR WILDLIFE to benefit the Mass 
Audobon Society is an 8 mi. walk starting at 
North River Wildlife Sanctuary, Marshfield 
Free; (781) 837-9400 


SUNDAY 8 
“TOAST OF THE TOWN” to benefit the 
Frontrunners Boston Charitable Foundation 
is a cabaret gala featuring Merle Perkins, 
Bobbie Steinbach, Wit McMillan, and others 
at 8 p.m. with a reception at 7 p.m. at the 
Tremont Boston, 275 Tremont St., Boston. 
Tickets $40-$50; 931-2787. 
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"The Tonight Show,” 
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Dine & Dance at BACKSTAGE, 
Faneuil Hall's newest hot spot! 
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DOUG STANHOPE 
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GALLAGHER II 
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Cambridge, 


MA 
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Comedy Club 
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(617) 661-6507 
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anbD 


WAAL], 


Yeu fell 


remarkable.” 
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YOUSUF KARSH’S SELF-PORTRAIT is part of “Before the 


through December 13. 





galleries 


Admission to the following galleries is free, 
unless otherwise noted. In addition to the 
hours listed here, many galleries are open 
by appointment. Galleries are in Boston, 
except where indicated otherwise. Galleries 
with photo exhibitions are listed under 
Photography 


Boston Art Dealers’ Association “First 
Thursday” features extended hours Nov. 5 
until 7 p.m. at Howard Yezerski Gallery, 
Alpha Gallery, Robert Klein Gallery, Andrea 
Marquit Fine Arts, Pepper Gallery, Gallery 
NAGA, Arden Gallery, Pucker Gallery, 
Chase Gallery, and Nielsen Gallery all 
between 14 and 179 Newbury St., Boston 
Call 859-0190. 


Waltham Mills Open Studios, featuring over 
50 artists, runs Sat. and Sun. from 1 to 5 
p.m. at Worldwide Building, 144 Moody St., 
Waltham. Call (781) 263-6291 for info. 


King Terminal Open Studios, featuring 20 
artists, runs Sat. and Sun. from noon to § 
p.m. at King Terminal Studios, 17 
Powerhouse St. and 570 East First St., 
Boston. Cail 269-0853 for info. 


NEWBURY STREET/ 
BACK BAY 

ALIANZA CONTEMPORARY CRAFTS 
(262-2385), 154 Newbury St., Boston 
Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 
p.m. Through Nov. 14: “Clockworks.” 
ALPHA GALLERY (536-4465), 14 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
5:30 p.m. Nov. 7-Dec. 2: new paintings by 
Scott Prior. Reception Nov. 7, 3-5 p.m 
AMERICAN ROYAL ARTS ANIMATION 
ART GALLERY (424-0640), 166 Newbury 
St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; 
Sun., noon-6 p.m. Ongoing exhibitions of 
celluloids and drawings used in the produc- 
tion of cartoons and animated films. 
ANDREA MARQUIT FINE ARTS (859- 
0190), 38 Newbury St., Boston. Wed.-Sat., 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Nov. 28: “Tobi 
Kahn: Dreams of Transformation.” 

ARDEN GALLERY (247-0610), 129 
Newbury St., Boston. Call for hours. 
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Through Nov. 30: “Mary-Sipp Green: 
Landscapes. Shimmering and Serene.” 
Reception Nov. 6, 5-7 p.m 

BARBARA KRAKOW GALLERY (262- 
4490), 10 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Fri., 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through Nov. 18: works 
by Flora Natapoff 

BOSTON ARCHITECTURAL CENTER 
McCormick Gallery (262-5000), 320 
Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Thurs., 9 a.m.-9 
p.m.; Fri.-Sat., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 
p.m. Through Nov. 20: * ‘Bout Freedom.” 
CHASE GALLERY (859-7222), 129 
Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-6 
p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Through Nov. 30: new 
works by Bill Brauer. Reception Nov. 6, 5-7 
p.m. 

CHILDS GALLERY (266-1108), 169 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Fri., 9 a.m.-6 
p.m.; Mon., Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Through 
Nov. 7: “20th-Century American Paintings’; 
etchings by Frank W. Benson; watercolors 
by Aarne Parker 

COPLEY SOCIETY OF BOSTON (536- 
5049), 158 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.- 
Sat., 10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m 
Through Nov. 21: works by Jeffrey Bye. 
Reception Nov. 5, 5:30-7:30 p.m. Nov. 5- 
21: “Portraits and Sculpture.” 
CREIGER-DANE GALLERY (536-8088), 
36 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 
a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through Nov. 28: new paint- 
ings by Miroslav Antic. Reception Nov. 6, 6- 
8p.m 

ECLIPSE GALLERY (247-6730), 167 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 9 a.m.-6 
p.m. Through Nov. 28: “Esther Gonzalez: 
Innerscapes.” Reception Nov. 6, 7-9 p.m. 
EXOTICAR MODEL GALLERY (267- 
8368), 114 Newbury St., Boston. Call for 
hours. Ongoing: automotive art, novelty 
Clothing, collectibles, die-cast models, and 
exotic cars 

FIRST EXPRESSIONS (695-2808), 81 
Arlington St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., noon-6 
p.m. Through Nov. 25: “Painting, Glass, 
and Wood.” 

FRENCH GALLERY OF FINE ART (859- 
3639), 123 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Through 
Nov. 28: “Nicole Eysseric: Votre ame est un 
paysage choisi.” 

GALLERY NAGA (267-9060), 67 Newbury 
St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m., 
Thurs. until 7 p.m. Through Nov. 14: “Depth 





and Illusion: Varieties of Abstract Space.” 
HALEY & STEELE (536-6339), 91 
Newbury St.. Boston. Mon.-Fri, 10 a.m.-6 
p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Nov. 14 
“Into the West: An Exhibit/Sale of Maps and 
Views Illustrating the Expansion of the 
United States, 1800-1900." 

HOWARD YEZERSKI GALLERY (262- 
0550), 14 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Nov. 6-Dec. 1: “Paul 
Bowen: Wood Works.” Reception Nov. 7 
3:30-5:30 p.m 

JUDI ROTENBERG GALLERY (437-1518), 
130 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. Through Dec. 13: “Charles 
Mavalli’s Italy.” 

JUDY ANN GOLDMAN FINE ART (424- 
8468), at Beth Urdang Gallery, 11 Newbury 
St., Boston. Call for hours. Through Nov. 7 
“Colleen Kiely: Peepers.” 

JUST AFRICA GALLERY (536-1648), 201 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-6 
p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Ongoing: contem- 
porary stone sculptures by major and 
emerging artists from Zimbabwe, including 
works by Henry Munyaradzi and Gladman 
Zinyeka. 

LIONHEART GALLERY (266-3754), 331B 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., noon-6 
p.m. Through Nov. 21: “The Documentation 
of Thought, Time, and Culture.” 
MACKEEN GALLERY (262-0252), 173 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-6 
p.m.; Sat., noon-5 p.m. Through Dec. 1 
“Henry Fox: From Right to Left.” 

MPG (437-1596), 285 Newbury St., Boston 
Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m 
Through Nov. 9: “The Suggestive Line.” 
NIELSEN GALLERY (266-4835), 179 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
5:30 p.m. Through Nov. 14: new paintings 
by Jake Berthot and Neill Fearnley 
PEPPER GALLERY (236-4497), 38 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
5:30 p.m. Through Nov. 28: new paintings 
and drawings by Michael David. 

PUCKER GALLERY (267-9473), 171 
Newbury St, Boston. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
5:30 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Through Nov. 30 
“Samuel Bak: In the Presence of Figures.” 
RICHARDSON-CLARKE GALLERY (266- 
3321), 38 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Currently on view: “Form, 
Figure, & Fantasy: 1915-1955"; “American 
& European Works on Paper’; “Giovanni 


Battista Piranesi: Etchings from the Vedute 
di Roma 

SOCIETY OF ARTS AND CRAFTS (266- 
1810), 175 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 
10-6 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Nov. 7-Jan. 3 
“Toys & Gadgets.” Reception Nov. 7, 4-6 
p.m : 
— In the Window, First Floor. Through Nov 
17: “Bonnie Bishoff & JM Syron 
Contemporary Furniture and Accessories.” 
Through Dec. 31: “Judaica Show.” 

VOSE GALLERIES (536-6176), 238 
Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m 

5:30, Sat., 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Through Nov. 28 
“George L. Noyes: The Glow of Sunlight”; 
“Bernard Lamonte: Tour du Monde: Scenes 
of Paris and Beyond.” 


SOUTH END 

BERNARD TOALE GALLERY (482-2477), 
450 Harrison Ave., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 
a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through Nov. 28: new 
works on paper by Ambreen Butt & Leslie 
Dill and Joel Janowitz. Reception Nov. 7, 3- 
5:30 p.m 

BROMFIELD GALLERY (451-3605), 560 
Harrison Ave., Boston. Wed.-Sat., noon-5 
p.m. Through Nov. 21: “Judith Repeiti: 
Delicate Phase of Matter(s).” Reception 
Nov. 7, 4-6 p.m 

CLIFFORD-SMITH GALLERY (695-0255), 
450 Harrison Ave., 3rd Fl., Boston. Tues.- 
Sat., 11 a.m.- 5 p.m. Through Nov. 28 
“David Kelley & David McDonald: More or 
Less.” 

DISTILLERY (464-3561), 516 East Second 
St., South Boston. Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5 
p.m.; Sat., noon-5 p.m. Nov. 7-28: 
“Distillery Open Studios Group Exhibition.” 
Nov. 7-8: noon-5 p.m., “Distillery Open 
Studios.” 

GENOVESE/SULLIVAN GALLERY (426- 
9738), 47 Thayer St., Boston. Wed.-Sat., 
10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Sun., 2-5 p.m. Nov. 
7-Dec. 2: new paintings and works on 
paper by Alice Tauber. Reception Nov. 7, 
4:30-7:30 p.m 

HAMILL GALLERY OF AFRICAN ART 
(442-8204) 2164 Washington St., Boston 
Wed.-Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Through Nov. 
28: “Art of the Dogon.” 

KINGSTON GALLERY (423-4113), 37 
Thayer St., Boston. Wed.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. 
Through Nov. 28: “Kathleen O'Hara: 
Arguments.” Reception Nov. 7, 5-7 p.m. 
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MOBIUS (542-7416), 354 Congress St., 
Boston. Wed.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. Through 
Nov. 7: “Margaret Wagner: Making and 
Unmaking.” Nov. 11-Dec. 5: “Barbara & 
Norton Garber: Under the Wire.” Nov. 13- 
15: “How to Build a Raft.” 

PIANO FACTORY GALLERY (859-0434), 
791 Tremont St., Boston. Fri., 6-9 p.m.; 
Sat.-Sun., 2-6 p.m. Nov. 8-30: “Michael G 
Penn: Brushing with Colors.” Reception 
Nov. 8, at 4.p.m 

SPACE 12 (423-9760), 12 Union Park St., 
Boston. Thurs.-Sat., 1-5 p.m. Through Nov 
14: “Ace T. Mori & Takashi Nakamura 
Tokyo Tokyo.” 

UNITED SOUTH END SETTLEMENTS 
Harriet Tubman Gallery (536-8610), 566 
Columbus Ave., Boston. Call for hours 
Through Jan. 15: “Black Arv/American Art.” 


SOUTH STREET 

MARIO DIACONO (350-3054), 207 South 
St', Boston. Wed.-Sat., noon-5 p.m 
‘Through Nov. 14: “Peter Halley: One Large 
New Painting.” 


DOWNTOWN 

ARCHITECTS BUILDING GALLERY (800- 
662-1235, ext. 221) 52 Broad St., Boston 
Mon.-Fri, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Dec. 30: 
“New England in Perspective.” 

FEDERAL RESERVE BANK OF BOSTON 
(973-3453), 600 Atlantic Ave., Boston. 
Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Through Nov. 20 
“Somakatoglion: Degrees of Excellence.” 
GALLERY INSEKT (426-0699), 84 1/2 
Kingston St., Boston. Thurs.-Sat., 1-4 p.m.; 
Wed., 1-7 p.m. Nov. 7-Dec. 3: “Shelah 
Horvitz: Tyranny and Thoughtcrime.” 
SIGNATURE FINE ART & CRAFTS Grohe 
Gallery (227-4885), Dock Sq., 24 North St., 
Boston. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sun., 
noon-7 p.m. Through Nov. 30: works by 
Judith E. Motzkin 

SOCIETY OF ARTS AND CRAFTS (345- 
0033), 101 Arch St., Boston. Mon.-Fri., 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. Nov. 10-Dec.31: “Toys & 
Gadgets.” 


OTHER BOSTON 
NEIGHBORHOODS 
ARTS & MORE (522-0089), 31 Germania 
St., Jamaica Plain. Daily, 10:30 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Ongoing: works by Henry DeLeon, Roy 
Kavetsky, J. Gregory Cisneros, Michael 
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Shores, and others 
BELLA LUNA (524-6060), 405 Ce 
Jamaica Plain. Mon.-Wed., 11 a 
p.m.; Thurs.-Sat., 11 a.m.-11 p.m.; Sun., 10 
a.m.-11 p.m. Nov. 7-Dec. 4: paintings by 
Carol Summers. Reception Nov. 8, 3-4:30 
p.m 
CONNOLLY BRANCH LIBRARY (522 
1960), 433 Centre St., Jamaica Plain. Call 
for hours. Through Nov. 30: works by Ruth 
Hagerty 
DUDLEY BRANCH LIBRARY (442-6186) 
65 Warren St., Roxbury. Call for hours 
Through Nov. 30: paintings by S.P.A.C.E 
members. Reception Nov. 5, at 6:30 p.m 
FOREST HILLS CEMETERY (524-0128) 
95 Forest Hills Ave., Boston. Daily, 7 a.m.-5 
p.m. Through Nov. 16: “Art of the Spirit.” 
GALLERY AT GREEN STREET (522 
0000), Green Street Station, Jamaica Plain 
Tues.-Thurs., 6-9 p.m.; Fri.-Sat., 14. a.m.-2 
p.m. Through Nov. 14: “Jane D. Marsching 
Plenum’, paintings and sculpture by Joseph 
Peragine 
JAMAICA PLAIN BRANCH LIBRARY 
(523-2053), 12 Sedgwick St., Jamaica 
Plain. Call for hours. Through Nov. 30 
murals by Robert Chao. Reception Nov. 5 
6-8 p.m 
KINGDOM FINE ARTS (267-1767), 173 
Mass. Ave., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Through Nov. 28: “Kayiga: Of Spirit 
and Technology.” 
KOUGEAS GALLERY (569-9317), 88 
White St., East Boston. Thurs.-Sat., 2-6 
p.m. Nov. 7-Dec. 5: “Carolina Aqravante 
Reyes: On Site Il: Monuments to Land and 
the Big Dig’; “Robert Adamcik: Recurrent 
Dreams.” Reception for both Nov 
p.m 
SOUTH BOSTON BRANCH LIBRARY 
68-018 6 East Broadway 1 


Call for hour Yov. 5-30 tk 


Bostor 
Boston Remembers Its Veterans 

WEST ROXBURY BRANCH LIBRARY 
(325-3147), 1961 Centre St. Mon., Thurs 
noon-8 p.m.; Tues.-Wed., 1( 
Fri.-Sat., 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Nov. 30 
‘West Roxbury Art Association Fail Group 
Exhibit 


CAMBRIDGE/ 
SOMERVILLE/ 
WATERTOWN 
CAMBRIDGE ART ASSOCIATION Lowell 
Street Gallery (876-0246), 25 Lowell St 
Cambridge. Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m 
Sun., 1-5 p.m. Nov. 7-30: “Small Works 
—University Place Gallery, 124 Mt. Auburn 
St., Cambridge. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-6 p.m 
Sat., 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Through Nov. 28 
“Painters in Printmaking 

CAMBRIDGE MULTICULTURAL ARTS 
CENTER (577-1400), 41 Second St 
Cambridge. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-6 p.m 
Through Nov. 13: “E/ Dia de los Muertés 
(The Day of the Dead) 

MIDDLE EAST (864-EAST), 472 Mass 
Ave., Cambridge. Call for hours. Through 
Nov. 30: paintings by Tracy Mitchell 
UNIVERSITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
GALLERY (876-3252), 66 Winthrop St 
Cambridge. Sun., 2-5 p.m. Nov. 8-Jan. 3 
“Sonja Holzwarth Maneri: Pictures from 
Scriptures.” 

WAINWRIGHT BANK (349-4380), One 
Broadway, Kendall Sq., Cambridge. Mon.- 
Fri., 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Through Feb. 12 
recent work by Fontenel J. Pointjour 


BROOKLINE/ 
NEWTON 


BOSTON SCULPTORS AT CHAPEL 
GALLERY (244-4039), 60 Highland St 
West Newton. Wed.-Sun., 1-5:30 p.m 
Through Nov. 15: recent sculpture by 
Joseph Wheelwright 

GATEWAY GALLERY (734-1577), 62 
Harvard St., Brookline. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m 
4:30 p.m.; Sat., noon-4 p.m. Handicrafts by 
artists with disabilities. Through Nov. 7 
“Bound for Success: Books and Other 
Works by Outsider Artists.” 

LBK REALTY (332-2266), 341 Watertown 
St., Newton. Call for hours. Through Nov. 8 
landscapes by Robin Baratz 
LEVENTHAL-SIDMAN JEWISH COMMU- 
NITY CENTER Starr Gallery (558-6484), 
333 Nahanton St., Newton. Mon.-Thurs., 10 
a.m.-4 p.m.; Fri., 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; Sun., 11 
a.m.-4 p.m.; Tues.-Wed., 6-9 p.m. Through 
Nov., 15: “Ein Hod: An Israeli Artists’ 
Village.” 

NEW ART CENTER (964-3424), 61 
Washingtgn Park, Newtonville. Mon.-Fri., 9 
a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 1-5 p.m. Through 
Nov. 6: “Mixografia: Methods and Medium, 
20 International Artists”; recent works by 
Tracy Spadafora 

NEWTON FREE LIBRARY (552-7145), 
330 Homer St., Newton Centre. Mon.- 
Thurs., 9 a.m.-9 p.m.; Fri., 9 a.m.-6 p.m.; 
Sat., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m 
Through Nov. 29: new paintings by 
Marguerite White. Reception Nov. 5, at 6-8 
p.m 

PERRIN GALLERY (277-4357), 320A 
Harvard St., Brookline. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-6 
p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Nov. 21 
recent paintings and drawings by Kristine 
Cortese and Mark Hennen 


SUBURBS: SOUTH 
GALLERY X (508-992-2675), 169 William 
St., New Bedford. Wed.-Sun., 11 a.m.-3 
p.m. Nov. 7-22: “Fred Lewis: The Fred 
Show.” 

VENTRESS LIBRARY (781-837-8091), 
Library Plaza, Webster St., Marshfield. 
Mon.-Wed., 9:30 a.m.-9 p.m.; Thurs.-Sat., 
9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. 
Through Dec. 12: “Monique Martin Courcy: 
Views of Summer.” 


a.m.-6 p.n 


5 p.m 


Continued on page 40 
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SUBURBS: NORTH 
ACACIA GALLERY (978-283-7200), 33 
Main St., Gloucester, Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-6 
p.m., Thurs. until 8 p.m.; Sun., noon-6 p.m 
Nov. 8, 2-5 p.m.: “Gloucester Fisherman's 
Wives Quilt: Protecting the Oceans That 
God Has Created.” 

BRUSH ART GALLERY (978-459-7819 
256 Market St., Lowell. Tues.-Sat., 11 


4 p.m.; Sun., 1-4 p.m. Through Nov. 29 


a.m 


The New York Years: Recent Paintings 
Drawings, and Earlier Sculpture by 
Sigmund Abeles 

GLOUCESTER CITY HALL (978-282 
1663), 9 Dale Ave., Gloucester. Mon.-Sat 
0 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Through 
Dec. 13; “America's Sculptural Heritage: A 
Retrospective of American Figurative 
Sculpture, 1890-1950.” 
MAXIMA GIFT SHOP AND ART 
GALLERY (470-3145), 212 Mass. Ave 
Arlington. Mon.-Wed. 10 a.m.-7 p.m 
Thurs.-Sat., 10 a.m.-10 p.m.; Sun., noon- 6 
p.m. Through Nov. 30: works by Alyson 
Paige. Reception Nov. 7, 4-8 p.m 

MINGO GALLERY (978-927-5964), 252 
Cabot St., Beverly. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Through Dec. 5: works in oils, pastels, 
and watercolors by Barbara Donnelly and 
Rick Gerber. Reception Nov. 6, 5-8 p.m 
WENNIGER GALLERY (978-546-8116), 19 
Mt. Pleasant St., Rockport. Daily, 10 a.m.-6 
p.m. Through Nov. 15: “The Sensual Spirit.” 


SUBURBS: WEST 
CLARK GALLERY (781-259-8303), Mall at 
Lincoln Station, 145 Lincoin Rd., Lincoln 
Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Nov 
25; “Julie Levesque: Slate’; new paintings 
by Ruth Bauer. Reception Nov. 7, 4-6 p.m 


CAPE COD 
RICE/POLAK GALLERY (508-487-1052) 
430 Commercial St., Provincetown. Daily 
11 a.m.-11 p.m. Through Nov. 21: “Ellen 
Lebow: Retrospective.” 


AMERICAN TEXTILE HISTORY MUSEUM 
(978-441-0400), 491 Dutton St., Lowell 
Tues., Thurs., 9 a.m.-8:30 p.m., Wed., Fri 
Sun., 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $10, $8 for 
students and seniors. Through Jan. 17 
“Dresses for Humanity: An Exhibition of the 
Dresses of Diana, Princess of Wales.” 

ART COMPLEX MUSEUM (781-934-6634) 
189 Alden St., Duxbury. Wed.-Sun., 1-4 
p.m. Free. Permanent collection features 
Shaker furniture, prints, American paint 
ings, and Japanese art 

BOSTON BEER MUSEUM AND VISI- 
TORS’ CENTER (522-9080), 30 Germania 
St., Jamaica Plain. Tours Thurs.-Fri. at 2 
p.m.; Sat. at noon, 1 and 2 p.m. Admission 


25th Annual 


BEST OF 


NOVEMBER 6, 1998 ARTS THE BOSTON PHOENIX 


$1. View two centuries of beer memorabilia, 
and learn about the brewing process. 
BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY (536-5400) 
666 Boylston St., Copley Sq., Boston 
Mon.-Thurs. 9 a.m.-9 p.m.; Fri-Sat. 9 a.m 
5 p.m.; Sun, 1-5 p.m. Art and Architecture 
tours offered Mon. at 2:30 p.m.; Tues.-Wed 
at 6:30 p.m.; Thurs, and Sat. at 11 a.m 

Rare Books and Manuscripts (ext. 425) 
Through Dec. 11: “Eclectic Collecting.” 

McKim Building (ext. 236). Through Dec 
19: “Choosing to Participate: Facing History 
and Ourselves"; “Rescuers of the 
Holocaust: Portraits by Cay Block.” 

Wiggin Gallery (ext. 280). Through Dec 
31: “The Channel: A Photographic History 
of the Fort Point Channel in Boston.” 
BOSTON TEA PARTY MUSEUM (338 
1773), Congress St. Bridge, Boston. Daily 
3 a.m.-6 p.m. Admission $6.50, $3.25 for 
children. A floating exhibit featuring a full 
scale working replica of one of the ships 
involved in the infamous Boston Tea Party 
a museum with theaters, the movie “Paul 
Revere Remembers,” and continuous 
group-participation reenactments. 
BROADMOOR SANCTUARY (235-3929), 
Rte. 16, Natick. 600 acres of diverse habitat 
including historic mill sites, open from dawn 
to dusk. Solar-heated Nature Center open 
Tues.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m. The Sanctuary 
also offers an array of natural history walks, 
owl prowls, and an ecological lecture 
series 
CAPE ANN HISTORICAL MUSEUM (978- 
283-0455), 27 Pleasant St., Gloucester 
Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $4, 
$3.50 for seniors, $2.50 for students. 
Permanent exhibitions include artifacts and 
photographs from Cape Ann's history as a 
19th-century fishing port, a library and 
archives specializing in Cape Ann's art his- 
tory, and the nation’s largest collection of 
paintings by Fritz Hugh Lane. 
CAPE COD MUSEUM OF NATURAL HiS- 
TORY (800-479-3867), Rte. 6A, Brewster 
Mon.-Sat., 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Sun., 
12:30-4:30 p.m. Admission $4, $2 for chil- 
dren. The Museum runs programs, walks, 
classes, and field schools on its three 
nature trails through woodlands, salt marsh, 
unspoiled beach, and Cape Cod’s largest 
herring run. Indoor exhibits represent the 
Cape's native surroundings, from reptiles 
and insects to shells, minerals, and fossils, 
and include both the Clarence Hay Library 
for natural history information and an on- 
site archaeology lab. Ongoing: “Secrets in 
the Sand: Solving the Mystery of Wing 
Island.” Through Nov. 19: works by Jane 
Lincoln. 
CAPE MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS (508-385- 
4477), Cape Playhouse, Rte. 6A, Dennis 
Village. Mon.-Wed., Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7:30 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m 
Admission $3, free for children. The perma- 
nent collection features works by Ross 
Moffett, Arthur Diehl, William Paxton, 
Arnold Geissbuhler, Oliver Newberry 
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Chaffee, and Sig Purwin. Through Nov. 8 
“Mischa Richter: The Homeless Series.” 
CAROUSEL STATION (925-0472), 205 
Nantasket Ave. at the Wharf, Hull. Daily, 10 
a.m.-9 p.m. The Station is a festival muse 
um complex centered around a 1928 
Paragon Carousel, and also includes a 
museum about steamboats, hotels, and 
trains, a gift shop, cafe, and visitors’ center 
CHARLES RIVER MUSEUM OF INDUS- 
TRY (781-893-5410), 154 Moody St 
Waltham. Thurs., Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m., and 
by appointment. Admission $4, $2 for stu 
dents and seniors. Exhibits explore the 
industrial revolution, technology, and inno 
vation, including “The Textile Mill,” “The 
Auto Plant,” “The Watch Factory,” “Going to 
Work,” and “The Employment Office 
Guided tours include machine demonstra 
tions 

CHESTERWOOD (413-298-3579), off Rte 
183, Stockbridge. Daily, 10 a.m.-5 p.m 
Admission $6.50, teens $3.50, children 
$1.50. Chesterwood is the located on the 
grounds of the summer estate of Daniel 
Chester French, sculptor of the Lincoln 
Memorial. Tours of the studio, residence 
museum, and garden given daily 
CHILDREN'S MUSEUM (426-6500), 300 
Congress St., Boston. Tues.-Thurs., 10 
a.m.-5 p.m.; Fri. 10 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $7; $6 for chil- 
dren over two and seniors; $2 for one-year- 
olds; $1 for all on Fri. after 5 p.m. Free par- 
ent-child activities include “Come Sing and 
Dance” at 11 a.m. on Wed. and Fri. and 
“Explore and Discover Together” at 2 p.m 
on Wed. Current exhibits include: “Boats 
Afloat,” featuring an 800-gallon Channel 
tank; “Under the Dock,” a giant-scale simu- 
lated underwater landscape with a 14-foot 
fiberglass lobster; “Build It!,” a mock-con- 
struction site; “El Mercado del Barrio,” a 
replica of a Latino neighborhood market in 
Boston; “Japanese House,” a two-story 
house from Kyoto; and “Teen Tokyo,” an 
exhibit about fashion, food, sports, music 
and family life of Japanese youth 
CHILDREN’S MUSEUM IN EASTON (508- 
230-3789), 9 Sullivan Ave., North Easton 
Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 
p.m. Admission $3.50, free for children 
under one. A “learning playground” that fea- 
tures hands-on activities like giant kaleido 
scope, sand table, performance center 
Moon room, Kidsclinic, Parents Resource 
Room, and more. 

CODMAN HOUSE (781-259-8843) 
Codman Rd., Lincoin. Wed.-Sun., noon-4 
p.m. Admission $4. A Gregorian-style 
house built in 1740, with furnishings that 
reflect a layering of time periods. Includes 
decorative schemes of Ogden Codman, Jr 
a hidden Italian garden, and an English cot- 
tage garden. 

COMMONWEALTH MUSEUM (727-9268) 
220 Morrissey Bivd., Columbia Point 
Boston. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat., 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. Free admission. Ongoing 





534 Mass Ave,Central Square Cambridge, MA 02139 
Monday-Thursday 12-8,Friday 12-9, Saturday 12-7 


(617)492-9082 


“Toward a Better Life: Massachusetts 
Workers and Their Unions.” 

COMPUTER MUSEUM (423-6758 or 426 
2800), 300 Congress St., Boston. Tues 
Sun., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $7, $5 for 
students and seniors, free for children 
under 3. Half-price admission on Sun. from 
3-5 p.m. Tours daily of “Walk Through 
Computer 2000," a working two-story mode 
of a PC. The world's only computer muse 
um: features a collection of vintage comput 
ers and robots with over 150 hands-on 
exhibits illustrating the evolution, use, and 
mpact of computers. Featured exhibits 
include: “The Hacker's Garage,” a recre 
ation of a '70s hacker's garage with such 
items as an Apple | and Pong; ‘The 
Networked Planet: Traveling the 
nformation Highway,” an electronic tour of 
Smart 
Machines,” an interactive exhibition of artif 
cial intelligence and robots; “Tools & Toys 
The Amazing Personal Computer’; “People 
and Computers: Milestones of a 
Revolution,” explores a number of ways 
computers impact everyday life 

— In the Smart Machines Theater a multi- 
media show features NASA's Mars Rover 
R2-D2, Shakey, Sea Rover, and other 
robots. Through Nov. 30: “Wizards and 
Their Wonders: Portraits in Computing.” 
Ongoing; “Virtual FishT ank.” 

CONCORD MUSEUM (978-369-9609), 200 
Lexington Rd., Concord. Mon.-Sat., 9 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Admission $6, $5 
for seniors, $3 for students and children 
Exhibits of furniture and decorative art 
objects documenting domestic life in 
Concord from 1635-1890. On display are 
Paul Revere's lantern from the Old North 
Church, and belongings of Emerson and 
Thoreau. Through Jan. 3: “Fakes, Frauds 
or Mistaken Identities?” Ongoing: “Why 
Concord?” a permanent exhibition of 
Concord's history. Nov. 7: “Skinner 
Appraisal Day.” 

CUSHING HOUSE MUSEUM (978-462- 
8621), 98 High St., Newburyport Call for 
hours. Ongoing: “Simple Elegance 
Generations of Newburyport Silver.” 
DANFORTH MUSEUM OF ART (508-620- 
0050), 123 Union Ave., Framingham. Wed 
Sun, noon-5 p.m. Admission $3, $2 for stu- 
dents and seniors, children under 12 free 
Museum's collection includes American art 
from the 18th, 19th, and 20th centuries 
including a children's gallery and a perma- 
nent collection of Hopi Kachina dolls 
Through Feb. 28: “Gerrit A. Benniker 
Portraits of Industrial Workers, 1919-1924." 
Through June, 1999: “Michael Dowling 
Freshwater.” Ongoing: “Making Connec- 
tions in Nature and Art"; “Hopi Kachina 
Spirit Figures.” Nov. 6-8: “ArtFair.” 
DECORDOVA MUSEUM (781-259-8355) 
51 Sandy Pond Rd., Lincoln. Tues.-Sun 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $6, $4 for 
seniors, students, and children. Through 
Jan. 3: “Harriet Casdin-Silver: The Art of 


the Internet; “Robots and Other 








Holography.” Through Jan. 17: "Two 
Inventions and a Law: The Explosion of 
Video Access.” Through March 7: “City 
Views: Works on Paper from the 
Permanent Collection.” Through May 31 
Niki Ketchman: Fabrications.” Through 
June, 2000: “Abstract Expressionism/Fig 
urative Expressionism: Common Ground.” 
The 35-acre Sculpture Park is open daily 
8 a.m.-10 p.m. Free. Recent additions 
nclude Roberly Bell's “Garden Project,” 
David Berry's “Sphere IV," Chakaia 
Booker's “Dialogue with Myself,” Elliott 
Offner's “Figure from the Sea,” and Leslie 
Wilcox's “Sentry Stand,” 
THE DISCOVERY MUSEUMS (508-264 
4201), 177 Main Street, Acton. Tues 
Thurs.-Fri., 1-4:30 p.m.; Wed., 9 a.m.-6 
p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Admission 
$6 for each museum, or $9 for both 
ncludes the Children’s Discovery Museum 
housed in a 100-year-old Victorian home 
with ten exhibit areas for preschoolers and 
toddlers; and the Science Discovery 
Museum, including exhibits on earth sci- 
ence, astronomy, math, electricity, an 
inventor's workshop, and outdoor exhibit 
space 
ECOTARIUM (508-791-9211), 222 
Harrington Way, Worcester. Mon.-Sat., 10 
a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m.. Admission 
$6, $4 for seniors, student, and children, 
free Sat. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Ongoing exhibits 
include “WatersEdge,” exploring New 
England's freshwater wetlands; “Abiding 
Locally, Thinking Globally,” an exhibit on 
the fundamentals of energy and energy 
transformation; “Dynamics of the Depths,” 
including three 440-gallon aquariums con- 
taining sea life from three Atlantic Ocean 
regions; “What Is Life?”, an exhibit examin- 
ing the world of microbes through the per- 
spectives of science and art; “infoSpheres” 
showing the scope and variety of communi- 
cation in nature. Through 1998: “Probing 
Mars.” Ongoing: “On the Surface of Things: 
Images of the Extraordinary in Science.” 
FRANKLIN PARK ZOO (442-2002), 1 
Franklin Park Rd., Boston. Mon.-Fri. 10 
a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat. Sun. 10 a.m.-6 p.m 
Admission $6, $5 for seniors, $3 for chil- 
dren. Home to over 150 species of mostly 
endangered or threatened animals includ- 
ing snow leopards, the “African Tropical 
Forest,” and “Bongo Congo” featuring 
bongo antelope, zebras, ostrich, ibex, 
aoudad sheep and vultures 
FRUITLANDS MUSEUMS (978-456-3924), 
102 Prospect Hill Rd., Harvard. Tues.-Sun 
and Mon. holidays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m 
Admission $1. Fruitlands Museums is com- 
prised of four museums of 19th century 
American art and history, the Picture 
Gallery, Indian Museum, Shaker Museum, 
and Fruitlands Farmhouse, home of 
Branson Alcott and his followers in 1843, 
plus nature trails and a tea room. Ongoing 
“One Thousand Generations’; “The 
Invention of Childhood”; “Reproduction 
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Seed Boxes by Marty Travis”; “Thoreau’s 
Indian Relics”; “Generations of Tradition.” 
FULLER MUSEUM OF ART (508-588 
6000), 455 Oak St., Brockton. Tues.-Sun 
noon-5 p.m. Admission $3, $2 for seniors 
and students. Permanent collection fea 
tures over 4,000 pieces of 19th and 20th 
century American art and crafts. Through 
Dec. 13; “Capturing the Sublime 
Contemporary Landscape Painting 
Through Jan. 3: “Richard Storkfelt: Ebettoft 
Denmark”; “Alfred Duca: The Figurative 
Paintings.” 
GARDEN IN THE WOODS (508-877 
6574), 180 Hemenway Rd., Framingham 
Tues.-Sun., 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $6, $5 
for seniors, $3 for children. Features wood 
land trails over 45 acres of wildflowers 
ferns, shrubs, and trees. Garden displays 
over 1600 varieties of plants, including 200 
rare and endangered species 
GIBSON HOUSE MUSEUM (267-6338 
137 Beacon St., Boston. Call for hours 
Built in 1859 and preserved as a legacy of 
the Victorian era, the Museum is open for 
tours Sat.-Sun at 1, 2, and 3 p.m 
GORE PLACE (781-894-2798), 52 Gore 
St., Waltham. Mon.-Fri, 9 a.m.-3 p.m 
Admission $4, $3 for students and seniors, 
$2 for children. An 1805 mansion with 
Federal-period furnishings, and surrounded 
by 45 acres of gardens and grounds 
Guided tours Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m 
Sun., 1-5 p.m. Through Nov. 15: “Plain or 
Fancy: Painted Furniture in an Early 
American Home.” 
GROPIUS HOUSE (781-259-8098), 68 
Baker Bridge Rd., Lincoln. Sat.-Sun., 11 
a.m.-4 p.m. Admission $5, $4.50 for 
seniors, $2.50 for students and children. A 
1938 house incorporating traditional ele- 
ments of New England architecture and 
aspects of modern design, designed by 
Walter Gropius, Tours on the hour, 11 a.m 
4p.m 
HARRISON GRAY OTIS HOUSE (227 
3956), 141 Cambridge St., Boston. Wed.- 
Sun., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $4, $3.50 
for seniors, $2 for children. Designed by 
Charles Bulfinch in 1796 and restored in 
the 1970's, the grand mansion provides 
insight into the social, business, and family 
life of the American elite in the New 
Republic. Guided Tours of the house are 
Wed.-Sun., 11 a.m.-4 p.m. on the hour (all 
visitation is guided). 
HERITAGE PLANTATION (508-888-3300) 
Pine and Grove Sts., Sandwich. Daily, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $8, $7 for seniors 
$4 for children. Exhibits include “Is She or 
Isn't He?: Identifying Gender in Folk 
Portraits of Children,” featuring 75 chil- 
dren's portraits by American folk artists 
including Mary and Francis Wilcox, John 
Brewster, Jr., Ruth Henshaw Bascom, and 
Horace Bundy; a display of over 50 carv- 
ings by Elmer Crowell; “Artists and 
Uniforms: The World War |i Experience,” 
featuring drawings, prints and paintings 





































-~ ee ee ee ee eee ee ee 


depicting various theaters of war, and a dis- 
play of uniforms and artifacts; and “Work 
Play, and Stereotypes: Selections from the 
MacMillan Collection of Currier and Ives.” 
HIGGINS ARMORY MUSEUM (508-853 
6015), 100 Barber Ave., Worcester. Tues 
Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sun., noon-4 p.m 
Admission $4.75, $4 for seniors, $3.75 for 
children. Ongoing: “Arms and Armor Around 
the World"; “Battle of Grandson’, “The 
Nightwatchman,” a charcoal drawing by 
Norman Rockwell; ‘The Armorer's Craft.” 
“Mars and the Muses.” 

HISTORIC DEERFIELD (413-774-5581) 
across from the Deerfield Inn, in the town 
center. Al houses open daily, 9:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Research Library open Mon.-Fri 
3 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission for all 12 houses 
(valid for two days) $10, $5 for children six 
to 17, free for children under six. A museum 
village complex within the 320-year-old vil 
lage of Deerfield, featuring 13 museum 
houses — along a mile-long street — dating 
from the 18th and 19th centuries and hous- 
ing collections of American furniture, silver 
textiles, and English and Chinese ceramics 
HOUSE OF THE SEVEN GABLES (978- 
744-0991), 54 Turner St., Salem. Daily, 10 
a.m.-4:30 p.m. Admission $7, $4 for chil- 
dren 7-17, free for children 6 and under 
The House of the Seven Gables, the inspi- 
ration for Nathaniel Hawthorne's Novel, is 
the oldest 17th century mansion remaining 
in New England. Furnishings include furni 
ture and artifacts spanning three centuries, 
including Hawthorne memorabilia. The 
grounds also contain Hawthorne's birth- 
place, a 19th-century counting house, peri- 
od gardens, and a visitor center with inter- 
active video, orientation programs, and gar- 
den cafe. Currently on view: “Digging Up 
the Past: 330 Years of Salem's History at 
the House of the Seven Gables”; “images of 
the Seven Gables: Paintings, Prints, and 
Photographs of Salem's Most Illuminated 
Home.” 

HULL LIFESAVING MUSEUM (781-925 
LIFE), 1117 Nantasket Ave., Hull. Wed 
Sun., noon-5 p.m. Admission $3, $2 for 
seniors, $1.50 for children 5-17, children 
under 5 free. An 1889 U.S. Life Saving 
Station restored as a living history museum 
Includes the surfboat Nantasket, watch 
tower, radio room, and lighthouse display. 
Recent additions include a video program 
on “Shipwrecks, Saviours, and Survivors,” 
and a new exhibit highlighting ocean rowing 
and boat building. Ongoing: “The South 
Shore: Lifesaving Birthplace.” 

INSTITUTE OF CONTEMPORARY ART 
(266-5152), 955 Boylston St., Boston 
Wed., Fri.-Sun., noon-5 p.m.; Thurs., noon 
9 p.m. Admission $5.25, $3.25 for students. 
$2.25 for children and seniors, free after 5 
p.m. on Thurs. Established in 1936 as the 
first non-collecting contemporary art institu- 
tion in the U.S. Nov. 7: 6-8 p.m. “NESADSU 
75th Anniversary Celebration.” 

ISABELLA STEWART GARDNER MUSE- 
UM (566-1401), 280 The Fenway, Boston 
Tues.-Sun. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $10, 
$7 for seniors, $5 for students with ID ($3 
on Wed.), free for children under 18. The 
museum, built in the style of a 15th-century 
Venetian palace, houses more than 2500 
art objects, with emphasis om Italian 
Renaissance and 17th-century Dutch 
works. Among the highlights are works by 
Rembrandt, Botticelli, Raphael, Titian, and 
Whistler. Guided tours given Fridays at 2:30 
p.m. Through Jan. 3: “Face to Face: 
Photographs at the Gardner Museum.” 
JACKSON HOMESTEAD (552-7238), 527 
Washington St., Newton. Mon.-Thurs., 
noon-5 p.m.; Sun., 2-5 p.m. Admission $2, 
$1 for children and seniors. Home of aboii- 
tionist William Jackson, includes exhibitions 
on Newton and regional history highlighting 
the community as an early railroad hub and 
the home itself as a stop on the 
Underground Railroad. Children’s gallery 
features hands-on exhibits. Currently on 
view: “Public Works/Public Workers’; 
“Restoration & Renewal: Newton Upper 
Falls & Newton Highlands”; “Centennials: 
Commonwealth Avenue, the Boston 
Marathon, and Norumbega Park"; “The 
Jacksons’ Contribution to Newton”; “World 
of Toys”; “Children’s Gallery & Abolition 
Room”; “Dolls from Around the World.” 
JOHN F. KENNEDY LIBRARY AND 
MUSEUM (929-4523), Morrissey Blvd., 
Columbia Point, Boston. Daily, 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. Admission $6, $4 for students and 
seniors, $2 for children 6-15. Ongoing exhi- 
bitions that portray the life, leadership, and 
legacy of President Kennedy through mem- 
orabilia, video presentations, and settings. 
Through Dec. 1: “Leaders of the American 
Civil Rights Movement”, “John F. Kennedy 
and the African Independence Movement.” 
Ongoing: “Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy: 
First Lady"; “The State Dinner for Grand 
Duchess Charlotte of Luxembourg’; “John 
Glenn's Space Flight." Opening Nov. 8 
“Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy.” Nov. 
5: at 5:30 p.m., “The Singularity of French 
Politics,” lecture by Denis Tillinac. Nov. 8: at 
2 p.m. “The Legacy of Robert F. Kennedy,” 
forum featuring John Lewis and others 
Nov. 10: at 5:30 p.m., “What Happened? An 
Analysis of Bay State Election Results,” 
forum featuring Paul Kirk and others. 
KENDALL WHALING MUSEUM (781-784- 
5642), 27 Everett St., Sharon. Tues.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Admission 
$4, $3 for students and seniors, $2.50 for 
children, The Museum's collection of mar- 
time art, artifacts, and curiosities covers six 
centuries and seven continents including an 
authentic whaleboat, historic ship models, 
whaling tools, and paintings from Benjamin 
Russell, William Edward Norton, William 
Bradford, and others. Exhibits examine 
Dutch, British, Japanese, Inuit, Native 
American, and African-American whaling. 
Ongoing: “Harpooning the Hippo: The 
Native Hippopotamus Hunt in Botswana’, 
“Wick Ahrens Sculpture.” 

LLOYD CENTER FOR ENVIRONMENTAL 
STUDIES (508-990-0505), 430 Potomska 
Rd., South Dartmouth. Tues.-Sun., 9 a.m.-5 
p.m., and all Mon. holidays. Features 





aquaria, resource library, and observation 
deck 

LONGYEAR MUSEUM (277-8943), 120 
Seaver St., Brookline. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m 
4:15 p.m.; Sun., 1-4:15 p.m. Admission $3 
Museum exhibits explore the life of 
Christian Science founder Mary Baker Eddy 
through artifacts, manuscripts, books, and 
the biographical history of early workers in 
the Christian Science Church circa 1910 
Located on 8 acres including flower gar 
dens, a fountain, pool, and statues. The 
Museum also maintains three Massa 
chusetts houses in which Eddy lived, at 23 
Paradise Road cannes (599-1853) 
open Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 2-5 
p.m.; 277 Main St., Amesbury (277-8943) 
hours by appointment; and 133 Central St 
Stoughton (277-8943), hours by appoint 
ment. The houses are open May 1 through 
Oct. 31, and admission is $2, $1 for stu- 
dents. 

LOWELL NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK 
(978-970-5000), Lowell. Call for hours 
Features the Market Mills Visitor Center in 
the former Lowell Manufacturing Company 
mill complex, a 19th century trolley, and the 
Suffolk Mill 

—Boot Cotton Mills Museum, 400 Foot of 
John St. Daily 1-4 p.m. A re-creation of a 
1920's weave room plus exhibits and video 
programs about the Industrial Revolution 
labor, and Lowell history. In the Boott Mills 
Boardinghouse, an exhibit on “Working 
People” focusing on the history of “mill girls” 
and immigrants. 

MASSACHUSETTS MUSEUM OF CON- 
TEMPORARY ART (413-664-4481), 87 
Marshall St., North Adams. Sat.-Sun., 11 
a.m.-5 p.m. Ongoing in the Clock Tower at 
MassMOCA: a multi-media sound installa- 
tion by Christina Kubisch. 

MUSEUM OF AFRO AMERICAN HISTO- 
RY (742-1854), 46 Joy St., Boston. Mon.- 
Fri., 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Collection includes doc- 
uments, artifacts, and art works pertaining 
to the African American experience in New 
England. Includes the African Meeting 
House, the oldest standing black church in 
America; and the Abeil Smith School 
Boston's first public school for Black chil- 
dren and an early home of the Aboltionist 
movement 

MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS (267-9300), 465 
Huntington Ave., Boston. Mon.-Tues., 10 
a.m.-4:45 p.m.; Wed., 10 a.m.-9:45 p.m.; 
Thurs.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 10 
a.m.-5:45 p.m. West Wing open Thurs.-Fri 
until 9:45 p.m. Admission $10, $8 for stu- 
dents and seniors, children under 17 free; 
$2 after 5 p.m. Thurs.-Fri., free Wed. after 4 
p.m. “Monet” tickets $15-$17.50, $13-$15 
for students and seniors, $5 for children 
Mon.-Fri.; introductory walks through all 
collections begin at 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 
p.m.; “Asian, Egyptian, and Classical 
Walks" begin at 11:30 a.m.; “American 
Painting and Decorative Arts Walks” begin 
at 12:30 p.m.; “European Painting and 
Decorative Arts Walks” begin at 2:30 p.m.; 
Introductory tours are also offered Sat. at 
11 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. 

— Permanent Gallery Installations: “Late 
Gothic Gallery,” featuring a restored 15th- 
century stained glass window from 
Hampton Court, 14th- and 15th-century 
stone, alabaster, and polychrome wood 
sculptures from France and the 
Netherlands; “Mummy Mask Gallery,” a 
newly renovated Egyptian gallery, features 
primitive masks dating from as far back as 
2500 B.C.; “European Decorative Arts from 
1950 to the Present”; “John Singer Sargent: 
Studies for MFA and Boston Public Library 
Murals.” 

— Exhibitions: Grand Design admission 
$13, $11 for seniors and students, free for 
children. Through Dec. 27: “Monet in the 
20th Century.” Through Jan. 10: “French 
Prints from the Age of the Musketeers.” 
Through Jan. 17: “Reflections of Monet.” 
Through Jan. 24: “Ambassadors from the 
East: Oriental Rugs in the Museum of Fine 
Arts, Boston." Ongoing: “The Art of Africa, 
Oceana, and the Ancient Americas’; 
“Egyptian Funerary Arts and Ancient Near 
East Galleries.” 

— Gallery lectures are free with museum 
admission. Sat.: at noon, “Highlights of the 
Collection: A Personal View,” presented by 
Gerry Bergstein. Sun.: at 2 p.m., 
“Contemporary Sculpture,” presented by 
Sarah Bromberg. Wed.: at 6 p.m., 
“Contemporary Sculpture,” presented by 
Sarah Bromberg. Wed.: at 6:30 p.m., 
“Introductory Tour of the Galleries in 
Russian,” presented by Nikolay Guyetsky 
Thurs.: at 11 a.m., “Late Classical Greek 
Sculpture,” presented by Joyce Geary Volk. 
MUSEUM OF OUR NATIONAL HERITAGE 
(781-861-6559), 33 Marrett Rd., Lexington. 
Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 
p.m. Free. Ongoing: “Lexington Alarm’d,” an 
introduction to Colonial Lexington exploring 
the town’s connection to the Revolutionary 
War. Through Jan. 10: “The Peoples of 
Puerto Rico.” Ongoing: “Initiating America: 
Three Centuries of Lodge Life”; “Lexington 
Alarm'd.” 

MUSEUM OF SCIENCE (723-2500), 
Science Park, Boston. Daily, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Fri, 9 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Admission $9, $7 for children 3-14 and 
seniors. The Museum features the theater 
of electricity (with indoor thunder-and-light- 
ning shows daily) and more than 600 
hands-on exhibits. Ongoing: “Discovery 
Center’; “Investigate! A See-For-Yourself 
Exhibit"; “Welcome to the Universe’; 
“Science in the Park: Playing with Forces 
and Motion"; “Seeing Is Deceiving.” 
Through Jan. 3: “Ocean Planet’; ‘To See 
the Sea.” Ongoing: “Everest: Roof of the 
World.” 

— Admission to Omni, laser, and planetari- 
um shows is $7.50, $5.50 for children and 
seniors. Now showing; “Laser Beastie 
Boys,” Thurs.-Sat., 9:15 p.m.; “Laser 
WBCN,” Thurs.-Sat., 8 p.m.; “Laser Space 
Odyssey,” Sat.-Sun., 5:30 p.m.; “Laser 
Floyd's Wai,” Fri-Sat. at 10:30 p.m.; “Laser 
Metallica," Sun., 9:15 p.m.; “Laser 
Smashing Pumpkins,” Sun., 8 p.m. 


Planetarium shows include ‘Life and Death 
of the Sun.” 
MUSEUM OF THE NATIONAL CENTER 
OF AFRO-AMERICAN ARTISTS (442 
8614), 300 Walnut Ave., Roxbury. Tues 
Sun., 1-5 p.m. Ongoing: “Aspelta: A Nubian 
King's Burial Chamber.” Through Jan. 10: * 
Empire of the Warrior Prophet’: The Sudan 
in the Age of the Mahdi, 1881-1898." 
MUSEUM OF TRANSPORTATION (522 
6547), Larz Anderson Park, 15 Newton St 
Brookline. Wed.-Sun. 10 a.m.-5 p.m 
Admission $5, $3 for seniors and children. 
Features exhibits focusing on the automo 
bile and its role in American society 
Through Dec. 31; ‘The Anderson Room: A 
Tribute”; “From Lantern to Headlight: The 
Art of Automobile Lighting’, “Marques of 
Distinction: Early-Era Car Badges”; “The 
Historic Stable Room Rediscovered.” 
NAISMITH MEMORIAL BASKETBALL 
HALL OF FAME (413-781-6500), 1150 
West Columbus Ave., Springfield. Daily, 9 
a.m.-6 p.m. Admission $8, $5 for students 
and seniors, children free. A 48,000 square 
foot, three-level museum highlighting all lev 
els of the game, featuring a virtual-reality 
game, interactive video monitors, a movie 
theater, hoop shoot-out, and historic memo- 
rabilia. Ongoing: a tribute to the history of 
basketball in the Olympic games. Through 
Jan. 10: “Heart & Soul: A Celebration of 
Women's Professional Basketball.” 
NEW BEDFORD WHALING MUSEUM 
(508-997-0046), 18 Johnny Cake Hil, New 
Bedford. Daily, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission 
$4.50, $3.50 for seniors and children 
Through June 30: “Traveling with Mrs 
Tripp: A Merchant's Wife in the China 
Trade.” Opening Nov. 12: “The Story of the 
Factory Ship Ulysses and the Controversy 
of 20th-Century Whaling.” Ongoing: “The 
Chronicle of the Blue Whale”; “Moby-Dick 
the Man and the Voyages”, “Josh Slocum 
Alone Around the World”; “Spray”; “New 
Bedford Glass.” Nov. 10: at noon, lecture by 
Linda Hewitt 
NEW ENGLAND AQUARIUM (973-5200) 
Central Wharf, Boston. Mon.-Fri, 9 a.m.-5 
p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Admission 
$11, $10.for seniors, $5.50 for children 
More than 70 exhibits featuring aquatic ani- 
mals from Boston Harbor to the Amazon 
River. Includes the 187,000-gallon giant 
ocean tank, where visitors can observe 
coral reef fishes, pick up a horseshoe crab, 
and observe regularly scheduled shark 
feedings. Other exhibits include “Rivers of 
the Americas,” with animals from the 
Amazon and Connecticut Rivers; and the 
ecology-oriented “Boston Harbor: the Place. 
the Problem, the Plan.” Aquarium Harbor 
Tours depart daily from Central Wharf at 
12:30 and 2:30 p.m. Tickets $9, $7 for 
teens, $6.50 for children. Ongoing: “Sea 
Otters," Abra and Nellie, West Coast sea 
otters, in a new rocky shore exhibit 
“Aquarium Medical Center,” a public expan 
sion of the aquarium's veterinary care hos- 
pital; “Georges Bank: The Fight for 
Survival’; “The Matthew"; “Coastal 
Rhythms: Creatures on the Edge.” Nov. 11: 
at 6 p.m., ‘The Role of the Ocean in Global 
Climate Change," lecture by James J. 
McCarthy 
NEW ENGLAND PIRATE MUSEUM (978- 
741-2800), 274 Derby St., Salem. Daily, 
9:30 a.m.-6 p.m. Admission $, $2.50 for 
children. The museum features a dock-side 
vilage, a pirate ship and 80-foot cave, and 
60 life-sized pirates from yesteryear includ- 
ing Blackbeard and Captain Kidd. Also 
depicts colonial American life and New 
England pirates. 
NEW ENGLAND QUILT MUSEUM (508- 
452-4207), 18 Shattuck St., Lowell. Tues.- 
Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sun., noon-4 p.m. 
Admission $4, $3 for students and seniors. 
Through Nov. 8: “Frontiers: The Art Quits of 
Gayle Fraas and Duncan Slade.” 
NORMAN ROCKWELL MUSEUM (413- 
298-4100), Stockbridge. Mon.-Fri, 11 a.m.- 
4 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. The 
Museum houses Rockwell's studio, and the 
world’s largest collection of his paintings. 
Ongoing: “My Adventures as an Illustrator.” 
Nov. 7-May 31: “Visual Solutions: Seven 
Illustrations & the Creative Process.” 
Reception Nov. 7, 6-8 p.m. 
OLD SOUTH MEETING HOUSE (482- 
6439), 310 Washington St., Boston. Daily, 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Admission $3, $2.50 for stu- 
dents and seniors, $1 for children. A muse- 
um and historic site built in 1729 as a 
Puritan house of worship, the Meeting 
House served as the location for meetings 
of Colonial revolutionaries leading up to the 
war for independence 
OLD STATE HOUSE (720-3290), 206 
Washington St., Boston. Daily, 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. Admission $3, $2 for students and 
seniors, $1 for children. Ongoing exhibits 
detail the history of Boston during the 
Revolution, the history of firefighting, the 
John Hancock family, inns and taverns, and 
the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court 
Also administers a Boston reference library 
and photographic resource center at 15 
State St. Through May 31: “Greetings from 
Boston;” “The Bloody Massacre on King 
Street: The Boston Massacre of March 5, 
1770." 
OLD STURBRIDGE VILLAGE (508-347- 
3362), 1 Old Sturbridge Village Rd., 
Sturbridge. Daily, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Admission 
(valid two consecutive days) $16, $15 for 
seniors, $8 for children, free under 6. The 
village is a living history museum with 40 
historical buildings on 200 acres, with cos- 
tumed interpreters demonstrating the work, 
family, and social life of 1830s-era New 
England. Through Jan. 3: “Northern Com- 
fort: New England's Early Quilts 1780- 
1850." 
ORCHARD HOUSE/HOME OF THE 
ALCOTTS (508-369-4118), 399 Lexington 
Rd., Concord. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; 
Sun., 1-4:30 p.m. Admission $5.50, $4.50 
for students and seniors, $3.50 for children. 
Home of the Alcotts and the site where 
Louisa May Alcott wrote Little Women in 
1868. Features personal objects and fur- 
Continued on.page 42 
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nishings that belonged to the Alcott family, 
the Concord School of Philosophy, and his- 
torical programs and exhibitions. The 
museum offers a variety of guided ‘living 
history” tours 

PAUL REVERE HOUSE (523-2338), 19 
North Sq., Boston. Daily, 9:30 a.m.-4:15 
p.m. Admission $2.50, $2 for students and 
seniors, $1 for children. Restored 17th-cen 
tury house owned by Revere during the 
Revolutionary War. Next door is the 
Pierce/Hichborn House, a Georgian brick 
building built circa 1711 

PEABODY ESSEX MUSEUM (800-745 

4054), East India Square, Liberty & Essex 
Sts., Salem. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sun., noon-5 p.m. Admission $7.50, $6.50 
for children, $4 under 5, $18 for families 

Museum complex on two adjacent city 
blocks features 30 galleries, art and archi 

tecture from America, Asia, and the Pacific, 
historic house tours, and a research library 

Nov. 7-April 11: “Capturing Poseidon 

Photographic Encounters with the Sea.” 
Through Jan. 4: “Days of the Dead II.” 
Ongoing: “Going Places in Asia”, “The Real 
Witchcraft Papers.” 

— Liberty Street Building. Tours given at 2 
p.m. daily. The museum features a collec- 
tion of marine paintings and drawineries 
devoted to porcelains, lacquerware, ivory, 
furniture, and silver of the China Trade. 

— Essex Street Building. Gardens, historic 
houses dating back to 1684, and a 
research library. Museum features silver, 
glass and ceramics, portraits and land- 
scape paintings, and dolls and toys. 
Permanent exhibitions: “Days of 
Judgment,” an exhibition commemorating 
the 300th anniversary of the Salem Witch 
Trials. Guided tours of the John Ward 
House (1684), the Georgian Crowninshield- 
Bentley House (1727), and the Federal 
Gardner-Pingree House (1804). 

PLIMOUTH PLANTATION (508-746-1622), 
Plymouth. Daily, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission 
$15, $9 for children. Admission to 
Mayflower Ii is $5.75, $3.75 for children 
General admission ticket including both 





exhibits is $18.50. A living history museum 
reflecting 17th-century Plymouth, the 
Museum includes the 1627 Pilgrim Village, 
Crafts Center, Wampanoag indian 
Homesite, the Nye Exhibition Barn, and the 
Mayflower Il, a full-scale working recon 
struction of the original Mayflower 
PLYMOUTH ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY 
(508-746-0012), Plymouth. Wed.-Sat., 
noon-4:30 p.m 

— Harlow Old Fort House, 119 Sandwich 
St. Admission $2.50. The 1677 house fea- 
tures costumed interpreters demonstrating 
17th century household crafts including 
open-hearth cooking, weaving, and spin- 
ning 

— Hedge House Museum, 119 Water St 
Admission $2.50. The Museum is am early 
19th century house transformed into a 
gallery space displaying the Society's tex- 
tile collection featuring the exhibit ‘Threads 
of Life.” 

— Spooner House, 27 North St. Features 
the furnishings of the Spooner family, who 
occupied the house from the 1740s through 
the 1950s. An exhibit showcases the daily 
activities of the Spooner women. 
PORTER-PHELPS-HUNTINGTON HOUSE 
MUSEUM (413-584-4699), Rte. 47, Hadley 
Sat.-Wed., 1-4:30 p.m. The House, built in 
1752, portrays the activities of a wealthy 
18th-century household and its evolution 
into a 19th-century rural retreat and mid- 
20th-century example of historic preserva- 
tion. 

QUINCY HOUSE (471-4508), 20 Muirhead 
St., Wollaston. Tues., Thurs., Sat.-Sun., 
noon-4 p.m. Admission $2. Bui as a coun- 
try estate in 1770, the Gregorian house is 
furnished with artifacts from several gener- 
ations of the socially and politically promi- 
nent Quincy family. 

SALEM MARITIME NATIONAL HISTORIC 
SITE (508-740-1660), Derby Street, Salem. 
Daily, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $3, $2 for 
children and seniors. Includes West India 
Goods Store, trail-side exhibits, wharfs, 
“Rigging Shed,” and ranger-guided waking 
tours. An orientation film, “To the Farthest 
Port of the Far East,” is shown every half- 





hour, 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m 

SPORTS MUSEUM OF NEW ENGLAND 
(508-452-6775), 25 Shattuck St., Lowell 
Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 
p.m. Admission $3, $2 for seniors and chil- 
dren. A showcase for New England sports 
history through interactive exhibits , com- 
puters, videos, mini-theatres, and memora- 
bilia. Currently on view: “Harry Agganis 
Athlete, Scholar, Gentleman’; “Candlepin 
Bowling”; “A Salute to the 50th Anniversary 
of the Boston Braves’; “Ted Williams 
Tribute”; “Women in Sports’; “Baseball 
Photographs by Bill Chapman’, “The 
Greater Lowell and Merrimack Valley 
Sports Tradition.” 

SPORTS MUSEUM OF NEW ENGLAND 
AT THE FLEETCENTER (78-SPORT) 
Northern Ave., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Admission $5, $4 
for seniors and children. A showcase for 
Boston sports history through exhibits con- 
cerning the Boston Garden, FleetCenter 
SPRINGFIELD LIBRARY AND MUSEUMS 
ASSOCIATION (413-263-6800), at the 
Quadrangle, State and Chestnut Sts., 
Springfield. Wed.-Sun., noon-4 p.m 
Admission $4, $1 for children 6-18. 

— Connecticut Valley Historical Museum 
(413-723-3080). Housed in a neo-Georgian 
structure built in 1927, the museum fea- 
tures permanent exhibits of a craftsman’s 
gallery and four period rooms. 

— George Walter Vincent Smith Art 
Museum (413-733-4214). The museum 
houses a collection of 19th-century 
European and American paintings, plus 
Japanese arms and armor. 

STONE PARK ZOO (781-438-5100), 149 
Pond St., Stoneham. Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 
p.m.; Sat. Sun. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Admission 
$3, $2 for seniors, $1.50 for children. Home 
to over nine animal exhibits including 
“Major” the 30 year old polar bear, a herd of 
bison, a colony of flamingoes, capybaras 
(the world’s largest rodents), and spider 
monkeys. 

SWATCH MUSEUM (864-1227), 57 JFK 
St., Cambridge. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; 
Sun., noon-5 p.m. Ongoing: Swatch watch- 


es by Keith Haring, Christian LaCroix, Sam 
Francis, and others 

USS CONSTITUTION MUSEUM (426- 
1812), Charlestown Navy Yard, Boston 
Daily 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Free admission 
Ongoing: “Around the World in Old 
lronsides,” chronicling the Constitution's 
diplomatic mission, and "A Look Below the 
Waterline: Preserving Old ironsides” which 
explores past and current restorations of 
the boat. Through 1998, visitors can also 
observe the restoration of the S.S. Nobska. 
the last coastal steamship in the U.S 
Through 1998: “Nobska.” Ongoing: *Oid 
lronsides in War and Peace’ 
“Strengthening Oid lronsides.” Nov. 11: at 
1, 2, and 3 p.m., “Building Old lronisdes 
Sea Cart Demonstrations.” 
WADSWORTH ATHENEUM (860-278 
2670), 600 Main St., Hartford, CT. Tues.- 
Sun. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $7, $5 for 
students and seniors, $3 for children 6-17, 
free for children under 6 and all on Thurs 
and on Sat. before noon. Collections of 
American and European paintings and 
sculpture, as well as glass, silver, Wallace 
Nutting furniture, and Meissen porcelain 
The second floor of the Morgan Building 
features the J. Pierpont Morgan collection 
of American decorative arts. Ongoing: “We 
Also Served: African-Americans in the U.S 
Military — Selections from the John H 
Motley Collection.” Through Nov. 15: 
“Mierel Laderman Ukeles/MATRIX 137”; 
“Hartford Wash: Washing, Tracks, 
Maintenance.” Through Jan. 3: "New 
Worlds from Old: 19th-Century Australian 
and American Landscapes.” Through Feb. 
7: “Designing Women: American Style 
1940-1960." Through Feb 28: "Mapping the 
Caribbean: The Atlantic Slave Trade’, 
“Frederick Dougiass in Black and White.” 
WENHAM MUSEUM (978-468-2377), 132 
Main St., Wenham. Mon.-Fri, 10 a.m.-4 
p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 1-4 p.m. Admission $4, 
$2.50 for seniors, $2 for children. The 
museum houses doll and toy collections 
with period furnishings and costumes from 
as long ago as the 17th-century. Through 
Nov. 8: “Bustle to Ballot: 1848-1920" 


“The show is nothing short of breathtaking.” 


— Chicago Sun-Times 
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“Woman's Work: Building a Doll Industry.” 
Through Nov. 13: “In the Field: Nature 
Photography.” Nov, 11-Jan. 24: “Holiday 
Season in Bakersville.” 

WHISTLER HOUSE MUSEUM OF ART 
(508-452-7641), 243 Worthen St., Lowell 
Wed.-Sat., 11 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sun., 1-4 p.m 
Through Nov. 16: “Sigmund Abeles: Survey 
of Paintings, Prints, and Drawings, 1970- 
1994.” 

WORCESTER ART MUSEUM (508-799- 
4406), 55 Salisbury St., Worcester. Wed.- 
Fri., 11 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sun., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $6, $4 for 
seniors, students, and children. Admission 
free on Sat. from 10 a.m. to noon. The 
museum includes an extensive collection of 
Asian art in its Chinese, Japanese, Indian, 
and Islamic galleries. Korean ceramics from 
the Sth and 6th centuries are on display. 
The American Portrait Miniature Gallery 
includes works by John Singleton Copley, 
James Peale, Robert Fulton, and Edward 
Savage. 

THE WORDS AND PICTURES MUSEUM 
(413-586-8545), 244 Main St. 
Northampton. Sun.-Thurs., noon-5 p.m.; 
Fri, noon-8 p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m.-8 p.m 
Admission $3, $2 for students and seniors, 
$1 for children. Housed in the historic 
Roundhouse, built in 1856 as a gasworks, 
the museum has ongoing exhibitions of fine 
sequential art from the collection of Kevin 
Eastman, co-creator of Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles, featuring graphic narratives, 
fantasy ilustrations, cartoons, and charac- 
ters of the 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s by 
comic book artists and illustrators, including 
works by Michael Ploog, Jack Kirby, Bill 
Sienkiewicz, Paul Mavrides, Gilbert 
Shelton, John Severin, Mark Martin, and 
Wally Wood. Also, “Heavy Metal Nightmare: 
The Art of Richard Corben.” Nov. 6-Dec. 
14: “Spotlight on Gary Sianni and Robert E. 
Howard's Solomon Kane.” Through Jan. 31: 
"Creepy & Eerie with Richard Corben’; 
“Marvel Knights.” 


photography 


ANDERSON PHOTO (978-369-9530), 14 
Walden St., Concord. Mon.-Sat., 9 a.m.- 
5:30 p.m. Through Nov. 5: “Water, Water, 
Everywhere. . .” 

ARLINGTON CENTER FOR THE ARTS 
Gibbs Gallery (781-648-6220), 41 Foster 
St., Arlington. Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m 
Through Dec. 18: “Captured Moments: Four 
Takes.” 

ART INSTITUTE OF BOSTON (262-1223), 
700 Beacon St., Boston. Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-6 
p.m.; Sat., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m 
Nov. 12-Jan. 16: "Peruvian Retablos 
Claudio and Vicenta Flores Jiminez.” 
ARTHUR GRIFFIN CENTER FOR PHOTO- 
GRAPHIC ART (781-729-1158), 67 Shore 
Rd., Winchester. Tues.-Sun., noon-4 p.m 
Admission $3, $2 for seniors, free for stu- 
dents. Through Jan. 2: “David Malin: Night 
Skies: The Art of Deep Space.” 

BOSTON ATHENA UM (227-0270), 10 1/2 
Beacon St., Boston. Mon.-Fri, 9 a.m.-5:30 
p.m.; Sat., 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Through Nov. 28 
“Evelyn Hofer: Emerson in Italy.” 
BOSTON CITY HALL Scollay Square 
Gallery (635-3245). City Hall Plaza, Boston. 
Mon.-Fri, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Nov. 27: 
“M.A. Lasek: A Boston Accent." Reception 
Nov. 5, 5-7 p.m. 

BOSTON UNIVERSITY (353-3348). 

— Boston University Art Gallery (353- 
3329), School for the Arts, 855 Comm. Ave. 
Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 1-5 
p.m. Through Dec. 13: “Before the Lens: 
Images of the Imagemakers.” 
BRADFORD COLLEGE Laura Knott 
Gallery (978-372-7161, ext. 5302), 
Bradford. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat.- 
Sun., 1-5 p.m. Through Nov. 5: “Richard 
Newman: Celtic Connections.” 
BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY Rose Art 
Museum (781-736-3434), Waltham. Tues.- 
Sun., noon-5 p.m., Thurs. until 9 p.m. Free. 
Nov. 12-Dec. 20: “Robert Smithson: 
Slideworks.” Reception Nov. 12, at 7 p.m. 
CAMBRIDGE ARTS COUNCIL Gallery 57 
(349-4380), 57 Inman St., Cambridge. 
Mon.-Fri, 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m., until 8 p.m. on 
Thurs. Nov. 5-20: “Dianne Lam: Elusive 


Presences: Painted Wall Reliefs.” 
Reception Nov. 5, 5-7 p.m. 
CAMBRIDGE CENTER FOR ADULT EDU- 


CATION (547-6789, ext. 1), 42 Brattle St, 
Cambridge. Mon.-Thurs., 9 a.m.-9 p.m.; 
Fri, 9 a.m.-7 p.m.; Sat., 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Through Dec. 10: “CCAE 60th Anniver- 
sary.” 

GARGOYLE'S ON THE SQUARE (776- 
5300), 215 Elm St., Somerville. Call for 
hours. Through Dec. 6: “Paul Weiner: After 
Dark." 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY and RADCLIFFE 
COLLEGE, Cambridge. 

— Harvard University Museum of Cultural 
and Natural History (495-3045), 26 Oxford 
St. Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun. 1-5 p.m. 
Admission $5, $4 for students and seniors, 
$3 for children 5 to 13. Currently on view: 
“Bradford Washburn: The Highest Peaks.” 
LEE GALLERY (781-729-7445), One Mt. 
Vernon St., Winchester. Tues.-Fri, 11 a.m.- 
5 p.m. Through Nov. 25: “Childhood: 19th- 
and 20th-Century Vintage Photographs by 
Seeley, Hine, Evans, Stieglitz, Bubley, and 
others.” 

LIGHT SOURCES GALLERY (261-0344), 
23 Drydock Ave., 3rd Fl, Marine Industrial 
Park, Boston. Mon.-Fri. 8:30 a.m.-5:30 
p,m. Through Nov. 30: “ASMP: The Big 
Picture Awards.” 

MASSACHUSETTS COLLEGE OF ART 
Bakalar Gallery (232-1555), 621 Huntington 
Ave., Boston. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; 
Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 

— Alumni Gallery, Tower Building. Through 
Jan. 15: "Nicholas Nixon: School.” 
MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECH- 
NOLOGY, Cambridge. 

— MIT Museum (253-4444), 265 Mass. 
Ave. Tues.-Fri, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 
noon-5 p.m. Admission $3. Ongoing: 














“Flashes of Inspiration: The Work of Doc 
Edgerton." 

— Dean's Gallery (253-9455), 50 Memorial 
Dr. Mon.-Fri, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Nov 
6: “Kay Canavino: Natural Selections.” 
NEW ENGLAND SCHOOL OF PHOTOG- 
RAPHY Gallery One (437-1868), 537 
Comm. Ave., Boston. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. Through Dec. 4: “Keith Carter 
Photographs 25 Years.” Reception Nov. 6 
7-9p.m 

NEWTON FREE LIBRARY (552-7145) 
330 Homer St., Newton Centre. Mon.- 
Thurs., 9 a.m.-9 p.m.; Fri, 9 a.m.-6 p.m 
Sat., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m 
Through Nov. 29: “Steve Rosenthal: The 
Waterworks at Chestnut Hill.” 

O'NEILL BRANCH LIBRARY (349-4023) 
70 Rindge Ave., Cambridge. Call for hours 
Through Nov. 25; “Linda Haas 
Photographs of Dance from Stage to the 
Sidewalk.” Reception Nov. 6, 6:30-8 p.m 
PHILLIPS ACADEMY Addison Gallery of 
American Art (978-749-4015), Andover 
Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m 
Through Nov. 29: “Hebe and George Guell 
Hollister: A Pictorial Partnership.” Through 
Dec. 20: *Pictorialism into Modernism: The 
Clarence H. White School of Photography.” 
ROBERT KLEIN GALLERY (267-7997), 38 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
5:30 p.m. Through Nov. 28: works by 
Denny Moers. 

SACRAMENTO STREET GALLERY (349- 
6287), at the Agassiz Community Center, 
20 Sacramento St., Cambridge. Mon.-Fri. 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. Through Nov. 20: “Pedy Rivera: 
Digital Nature.” 

SALEM STATE COLLEGE Winifsky Art 
Gallery (978-741-6999), 352 Lafayette St., 
Salem. Call for hours. Through Nov. 27: 
“Stephen S. Young: Salem State College 
and the Earth as Seen from Space.” 
SOUTH END BRANCH LIBRARY (536- 
8241), 685 Tremont St., Boston. Call for 
hours. Through Nov. 23: works by Lou 
Jones. 

STRIAR JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER 
(781-341-2016), 445 Central St., 
Stoughton. Mon.-Fri, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 
10 a.m.-3 p.m. 

— Perkins Gallery. Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sun., 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Through Nov. 18 
“Rabbi Joshua Eli Plaut: The Star in the 
Crescent: Traditional Jewish Life in Modern 
Turkey.” 

THAYER ACADEMY (781-843-3580), 745 
Washington St., Braintree. Mon.-Fri. 10 
a.m.-3 p.m. Through Nov. 6: photos by 
South Shore Camera Club. 

TUFTS UNIVERSITY Aidekman Arts 
Center (627-3518), Talbot Ave., Somerville 
Wed.-Sat., noon-8 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m 
Through Nov. 8; “Memories Come to Us in 
the Rain and the Wind.” Through Jan. 3 
“Hiroshima/Nagasaki: The Fallout” 
“Richard Misrach: Nuclear Legacies.” 
WELLESLEY COLLEGE Davis Museum 
and Cultural Center (781-283-2051), 106 
Central St., Wellesley. Tues., Fri-Sat. 11 
a.m.-5 p.m.; Wed.-Thurs. 11 a.m.- 8 p.m 
Sun, .1-5..p.m. Through Dec. 31 
“Consuming Passions: Photography and 
the Object.” 


universities 
BOSTON COLLEGE McMullen Museum 
(552-8587), Chestnut Hill. Mon.-Fri., 11 
a.m.=4 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., noon-5 p.m. 
Through Dec. 6: “Imaging Meiji: Emperor 
and Era, 1868-1912." 

BOSTON UNIVERSITY (353-3349). 

— George Sherman Union Gallery (353- 
3371), 775 Comm. Ave. Mon.-Fri., 11 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 1-5 p.m. Nov. 10-Dec. 
18: “Sill Life Painting by the Zeuxis Group.” 
— Mugar Memorial Library (353-3736), 771 
Comm. Ave. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-10 p.m 
Ongoing: “A View from the Vault: An 
Introduction to Special Collections”; “Jewish 
Ritual Silver from the Samuel Weisburg 
Memorial Collection’; “Martin Luther King, 
Jr: Tribulations and Triumphs”; ‘The Parian 
Legacy: A Major Collection of Victorian 
Porcelain Statuary"; ‘Arthur Fiedler: 
Selected Papers from the Collection’; ‘The 
Bette Davis Archive: The Legacy of a Film 
Legend.” 

BROWN UNIVERSITY List Arts Center 
(401-863-2932), 64 College St., Provi- 
dence, Ri. Mon.-Fri, 11 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sat.- 
Sun., 1-4 p.m. 

— Haffenreffer Museum of Anthropology 
(401-253-8388). Sat.-Sun, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Ongoing: “Tourist Art"; “Passionate Hobby: 
Rudolf Frederick Haffenreffer and the King 
Philip Museum”; “African Worlds, African 
Art: The William W. Brill Collection"; “Hopi 
Katsina Dolls: Ancestor Spirit Carvings.” 
DANA HALL SCHOOL ART GALLERY 
(781-235-3010, ext. 174), 45 Dana Rd., 
Wellesley. Mon.-Tues., Thurs., 10 a.m.-3 
p.m.; Wed., Fri, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Through 
Nov. 20: “Mari Omori: Inner Traces.” 
ENDICOTT COLLEGE Art Center Gallery 
(978-232-2251), 376 Hale St., Beverly. 
Mon.-Fri, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Nov. 25: 
works by Tristan Govignon. Reception Nov. 
5, 2-3:30 p.m. 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY and RADCLIFFE 
COLLEGE, Cambridge 

— Arnold Arboretum of Harvard University 
(524-1718), 125 Arborway, Jamaica Plain. 
Mon.-Fri, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., noon-4 
p.m. More than 6500 species of plants in a 
265-acre botanical garden designed by 
Frederick Law Olmsted. 

— Bunting Institute (495-8212), 34 Concord 
Ave., Cambridge. Mon,-Thurs., 9 a.m.-6 
p.m.; Fri., 9 a.m.-noon; Sat., 1-5 p.m. 
Through Nov. 13: works by Sheila Pepe, Jil 
Reynokds, and Meride! Rubenstein. 

— Busch-Reisinger Museum (495-2397), 
32 Quincy St. Daily, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Admission $5, $4 for seniors, $3 for stu- 
dents, free for those under 18. Free admis- 
sion Sat., 10 a.m.-noon. Tours Tues.-Fri. at 
2 p.m. Features Central and Northern 





European art, including late medieval, 
Renaissance, and Baroque scvipture, 16th- 
century painting, and 18th-century porce- 
lain. Features a collection of 20th-century 
German works. Through Jan. 10: “A 
Laboratory of Modernity: Aspects of Art in 
Weimar Germany.” 

— Carpenter Center for the Visual Arts 
(354-2713), 24 Quincy St. Mon.-Sat., 9 
a.m.-midnight; Sun., noon-11 p.m. Through 
Nov. 20: “Metaphor, Allegory, Illustration, 
Narrative.” 

— Agassiz House (338-6163), 77 Brattle 
St, Cambridge. Cail for hours 

— Fogg Art Museum (495-2397), 32 Quincy 
St. Daily, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $5, $4 
for seniors, $3 for students, free for those 
under 18. Free admission Sat., 10 a.m.- 
noon. Tours Tues.-Fri, at 11 a.m. The deco- 
tative arts gallery includes 17th- and 18th- 
century British and American silver, furni- 
ture, and porcelain. The Maurice Wertheim 
Collection of Impressionist and Post- 
Impressionist works has re-opened 
Through Dec. 27: “Behind the Line: The 
Materials and Techniques of Old Master 
Drawings’; “Prints and Privileges 
Regulating the Printed Image in 16th- 
Century Italy.” Ongoing: “The Art of Identity 
African Art from the Teel Collection’; 
“Investigating the Renaissance’, 
“Sublimations: Art and Sensuality in the 
19th Century"; “The Persistence of 
Memory: Continuity and Change in 
American Cultures”; “Circa 1874: The 
Emergence of Impressionism’; “France and 
the Portrait, 1799-1870"; “Abstraction”; 
“Gian Lorenzo Bernini: Sketches in Clay.” 
— Houghton Library (495-2444), Harvard 
Yard near Mass. Ave. and Quincy St. Mon.- 
Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat., 9 a.m.-1 p.m 
Ongoing: “Ucrainica at Harvard: The 
Ukrainian Research Institute's 25th 
Anniversary Exhibition.” 

— Harvard University Museum of Natural 
History (495-3045), 26 Oxford St. Mon.-Sat 
9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun. 1-5 p.m. Admission $5 
$4 for students and seniors, $3 for children 
5 to 13. The Botanical Museum features 
exhibits on archaeobotany, ethnobotany, 
paleobotany, economic botany, and orchid 
taxonomy. The Mineralogical and 
Geological Museums feature mineral and 
ore collections, with displays of gems and 
meteorites. The Museum of Comparative 
Zoology covers species from the earliest 
fossil invertebrates and reptiles to fish and 
reptiles alive today. Exhibitions also include 
whale skeletons, the largest turtle shell ever 
found, the Harvard mastodon, and a 42- 
foot-long kronosaurus, the only complete 
and mounted model of the sea reptile in the 
country. Ongoing exhibits include “The 
Ware Collection of Glass Models and 
Plants,” including more than 3,000 glass 
flowers; “Modeling Nature,” an exhibit on 
glass and its use as an artistic and scientific 
medium; “Birthstones”; “The Geology and 
Mineralogy of Limestone Caves”; a “Great 





Mammal" halt the Romer Hall of Vertebrate 
Paleontology’; “Encounters with the 
Americas,” exploring pre-1492 American 
civilizations. 

— Peabody Museum of Archaeology and 
Ethnology (495-2248). North American 
Indian artifacts, pre-Columbian materials 
from Middle America, ancient pottery from 
North and South America, and objects rep- 
resenting the Paleolithic and Iron Age cul- 
tures of Europe 

— Arthur M. Sackler Museum (495-9400), 
485 Broadway. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sun., 1-5 p.m. Admission $5, $4 for 
seniors, $3 for students, free for those 
under 18. Free admission Sat., 10 a.m.- 
noon. Docent tours Tues.-Fri. at noon. The 
second and fourth floors feature a perma- 
nent collection of works from Oriental, 
Islamic, and ancient cultures. Through Jan. 
3: “Symbol and Substance: The Elaine 
Ehrenkranz Collection of Japanese Lacquer 
Boxes.” 

— Semitic Museum (495-4631), 6 Divinity 
Ave. Mon.-Fri, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sun., 1-4 
p.m. Ongoing: “Nuzi and the Hurrians 
Fragments from a Forgotten Past”, “Ancient 
Cyprus: The Cesnola Collection’; ‘The 
Pyramids and the Sphinx: 100 Years of 
American Archaeology at Giza.” 

— Widener Library (495-2444). Mon.-Fri., 
8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Memorial Rotunda 
open Mon.-Fri., 9:30 a.m.-10:45 a.m., 11:15 
a.m.-2:45 p.m., and 3:15-4:30 p.m 
Ongoing: “The Incredible Ditch: A 
Bicentennial Celebration of the Midelesex 
Canal.” 

MASSACHUSETTS COLLEGE OF ART 
Bakalar Gallery (232-1555), 621 Huntington 
Ave., Boston. Mon.-Fri, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; 
Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Nov. 15 
“Robert Hudson and Richard Shaw: New 
Ceramic Sculpture.” 

— Student Life Galley. 2nd Fl. Kennedy 
Building. Mon.-Fri, 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Ongoing 
“Under Pressure.” 

— Huntington Gallery, 623 Huntington Ave 
Through Dec. 24: “William Wegman: New 
York." 

— Revolving Museum (739-4474), 288-300 
A St., Boston Mon.-Sat., 11 a.m.-8 p.m 
Through Nov. 23: “Jeff Smith: Murdock 
Haunted House.” Through Nov. 28: “Sand 
T: Paintings.” Through Dec. 16: “House of 
Prints.” 

MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECH- 
NOLOGY, Cambridge. 

— MIT Museum (253-4444), 265 Mass. 
Ave. Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 
noon-5 p.m. Admission $3. Ongoing 
“Flashes of Inspiration: The Work of Doc 
Edgerton’; “Gestural Engineering: The 
Sculpture of Arthur Ganson”; “Holography 
Artists and Inventors”, “MIT Hall of Hacks,” 
chronicles of MIT's history of pranks, wit, 
and wizardry; “Math in 3D,” sculptures by 
Morton G. Bradley, Jr.; “MathSpace,” a 
hands-on exploration of geometry 

— List Visual Arts Center (253-4680), 20 


Now through November 22! 


«Wonderful characters, 
a Spectacular set, 
lively direction - 


pure JOY to watch!” 
-The Boston Globe 


Ames St., Cambridge. Tues.-Thurs., Sat 

Sun., noon-6 p.m.; Fri, noon-8 p.m 

Though Dec. 27: “Matthias Mansen: About 
the House”; “Lewis deSoto: Recital.” 

— Compton Gallery (253-4444), 77 Mass 
Ave. Daily 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Jan. 15 
“Solar Energy in Architecture and Urban 
Planning”, works by Thomas Herzog 

— Medical Center Lobby, (253-2982), 25 
Carlton St. Through Nov. 12: “Building Self 
Building Community.” 

— Hart Nautical Galleries (253-5492), 55 
Mass. Ave. Mon.-Sun. 9 a.m.-8 p.m 
Ongoing: “Ships for Victory: American 
Shipbuilding’s Finest Hour"; “Ship Models 
The Evolution of Ship Design.” 

— Women's Studies Program (253-8844) 
Rm. 14E-316, 77 Mass. Ave. Call for hours 
Ongoing: “Women at MIT." 

— Strobe Alley (253-4629), 77 Mass. Ave 
Call for hours. Ongoing: “Never Stop 
Learning: The Life and Legacy of Harold 
Edgerton.” 

MONTSERRAT COLLEGE OF ART 
GALLERY (978-922-8222), 23 Essex St 

Beverly. Mon.-Thurs., 11 a.m.-7 p.m.; Fri 

11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat., noon-4 p.m 

— Alumni Gallery. Mon.-Fri, 9 a.m.-5 p.m 

Sat., noon-4 p.m. Through Nov. 13: works 
by Ron DiRito 

NORTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY Atrium 
Gallery (373-4984), Curry Student Center 
360 Huntington Ave., Boston. Mon.-Fri, 10 


a.m.-5 p.m 

— Gallery Lounge. Daily 10 a.m.- 8 p.m 
Through Nov. 6: “Aqui Estamos! We're 
Herel: Images of Boston's Lesbian and Gay 
Community.” 

PHILLIPS ACADEMY Addison Gallery of 
American Art (978-749-4015), Andover 
Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m 
Through Jan. 4: “Frank Stella at Tyler 
Graphics", “Hans Hoffman: Continuing the 
Search for the Real.” 

PINGREE SCHOOL ART GALLERY (978 
468-4415), 537 Highland St., South 
Hamilton. Mon.-Fri, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Through 
Dec. 10: “Richard Erickson: Studies of the 
Face.” 

REGIS COLLEGE Carney Gallery (781 
768-7034), 235 Wellesley St., Weston 
Mon.-Fri., 1-4 p.m. Through Dec. 21 
“Gracia Dayton: Visions of Bali & 
Landscapes East & West.” 

— Cardinal Spellman Philatelic Museum 
(781-894-6735). Tues.-Thurs., 9 a.m.-4 
p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sun., 1-4 p.m 
Ongoing: an exhibit of the Fifth Bureau 
Issue, a.k.a. the Presidential Series of 
1938 

RHODE ISLAND SCHOOL OF DESIGN 
Museum of Art (401-454-6502), 224 Benefit 
St., Providence, RI. Wed.-Thurs., Sat-Sun 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Fri, 10 a.m.-8 p.m 
Admission $2, $1 for seniors. Through Dec 
6: “19th-Century Japanese Printmaking |.” 
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Through Dec. 13: “Carved Paper: The Art of 
Japanese Stenci.” Through Jan. 3: “Joseph 
Lindon Smith and his Circle in Dublin, New 
Hampshire’; "Gifts of the Nile: Ancient 
Egyptian Faience.” Through Jan. 17: “Drawn 
from the Collection: Part of the Fabric.” 
Ongoing: “Focus on Form: American 
Furniture from the Museum's Collection.” 

— BEB Gallery, Bayard Ewing Building, 
231 South Main St., 4th Fl. Mon.-Fri, 8:30 
a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Through 
Nov. 7: “Degree Project Boards.” 

— Woods-Gerry Gallery, 62 Prospect St. 
Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m., Thurs,. until 8 
p.m.; Sun., 2-5 p.m. Nov. 6-15: “Colorprint 
USA Exhibition.” 

SCHOOL OF THE MUSEUM OF FINE 
ARTS Grossman Gallery (369-3718), 230 
The Fenway, Boston Tues., Fri.-Sat., 10 
a.m.-5 p.m.; Wed.-Thurs., 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; 
Sun., 1-5 p.m. Through Nov. 24: recent 
works by Dan Graham 

SIMMONS COLLEGE Trustman Art Gallery 
(521-2268), 300 The Fenway, Boston 
Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m,-4:30 p.m. Through Nov 
24: “Laura Chasman: Smail Scale 
Portraits.” Reception Nov. 5, 4:30-6:30 p.m 

THAYER ACADEMY (781-843-3580), 745 
Washington St., Braintree. Mon.-Fri, 10 
a.m.-3 p.m. Nov. 9-Dec. 11: works by 
Edward D. Movitz 

UMASS-BOSTON Harbor Art Gallery (287 
7988), 100 Morrissey Blvd., Boston. Mon 


Thurs., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Dec. 31 
“Anthony Apesos: Mythologies.” 
UMASS-LOWELL University Gallery (978 
934-3491), McGauvran Student Center 
Wilder St., Lowell. Tues.-Thurs., noon-3 
p.m. Through Dec. 2: “Carole Quam 
Constructing Reality.” 

— Dugan Gallery, Dugan Hall, Broadway 
South Campus, Lowell. Through Dec. 2 
*2D/3D." 

WELLESLEY COLLEGE Davis Museum 
and Cultural Center (781-283-2051), 106 
Central St., Wellesley. Tues., Fri-Sat. 11 
a.m.-5 p.m.; Wed.-Thurs. 11 a.m.- 8 p.m 
Sun. 1-5 p.m. Through Dec. 13: “Perceptive 
Acts”, “Collection as Classroom: Teaching 
Exhibitions at Wellesley"; “Forgotten 
Streets: Urbanization and the Underclass." 
Through Dec. 31: ‘The Secret Garden 
Hidden Stories of the Collection”; "The 
Shock of the View.” Ongoing: “Sol LeWitt 
Wall Installation: Process and Product.” 
WHEATON COLLEGE Clark Library (508 
285-8235), Norton. Daily, 10:30 a.m.-10 
p.m 

—Watson Art Gallery, (508) 286-3570 
Mon.-Sat., 12:30-4:30 p.m. Through Nov. 6 
“Alice Spencer: Fragments.” 

WILLIAMS COLLEGE MUSEUM OF ART 
(413-597-2429), Williamstown. Tues.-Sat 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Ongoing 
“American Identity: 19th-Century American 
Art from the Permanent Collection.” 


MoYo) Gialemcel me toliil-haaltale 
new and different? 


Boston Ballet and American Express 
Have Just the Thing... 


BOSTON BALLET 


Night 


yn 


Out! 


Nex . 
directed by Ay 
Marion McClinton 


An Exciting New Membership 
Program from Boston Ballet 


“Beautifully Designed to Fit Your Busy. Schedule! 
understated 
performances 
with aching 
nuance and 


humor.” 
-The Boston Herald 


A powerful drama of a 
father and son reunited, 


by the two-time 
Pulitzer Prize winning 
author of Fences and 
The Piano Lesson. 


For an annual membership fee of $20, Night Out! members 
enjoy significantly reduced ticket prices to Boston Ballet 


productions, free gifts, and exclusive offers and values 
STUDENT RUSH $10 


Tues-Fri. 7:30 performance, 
(Oya m-y- 1 -Wamalelelaom ela lean comet 1e 6-114) 


Last row balcony 
always $10 


4-play Student Subscription 
from $64 


Tickets $10 - $49.50 


ste) @@iii(h-) 
(617)266-0800 


Ticketmaster 
931-ARTS 


info: www.bu.edu/huntington 


when using the American Express® Card. 


BOSTON 
BALLET 


For a free brochure call (617) 695-6955. 


AMERICAN 


BE®RESS 
Cards 


Offer expires 5/31/99 


Huntington 


THEATRE COMPANY 
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“DELIGHTFUL! 
BY ALL MEANS, BRING TAR 


. YOUR INNER AND, 
GROUP 


IF YOU HAVE ONE, 
YOUR OUFER CHILD!”, 
‘ 7 4 ~ Carglyn Glay, Boston/Phoenix 


FRED ASTER, 
(617) 
931-2787 


Groups: 338-2000 
1-800-BLUEMAN 


www. blueman.com 


Vow on Sale thru December 27th! 
BLUE MAN Gift Certificates make a great gift! 





Nov. 14 
7&10 


Special Thanksgiving Perts! Cali for Added December Dates! 


MON. THURS. FAL SUN. 
Nov. 23 Nov. 26 Nov. 27 Nov. 29 
No Pert. No Pert. 4,7&10 2,588 


CHARLES PLAYHOUSE 74 Warrenton St, Boston/(617) 426-6912 





Nov. 28 
4,74&10 


Nov. 25 
5a6PM 


Half price tickets. 
Whole show seats. 


Get half-price day-of-show 
tickets for Boston’s best 
arts events at BosTix. 
We're also a full-service 
Ticketmaster outlet. 

-. Your inside source for 
tickets in Boston and beyond. 


BosTix booths: 
Copley Square 
Faneuil Hall 
Harvard Square 


santana ca cea ea 617.482.BTIX 
www.boston.com/artsboston 











concerts 


THURSDAY 5 
BOSTON CONSERVATORY 
performs at 12:30 p.m. at Federal 


| Reserve Bank, 600 Atlantic 


Avenue, Boston (973-3453) 
Free 

HARVARD EARLY MUSIC 
SOCIETY performs Monteverdi's 
L'incoronazione di Poppea in an 


| English translation by Anne 
| Ridler Thursday through Satur- 
| day of this week and next at 8 
| p.m. at the Agassiz Theatre, 


Radcliffe Yard, Cambridge (496- 


| 2229). Tix $8 to $12, $5 to $8 for 








students and seniors 

JARED JOHNSON gives an 
organ recital performs at 12:15 
p.m. at Adolphus Busch Hall, 29 
Kirkland Street, Cambridge (423- 
2808). Free. 


| ROSALIND MOHNSEN performs 


organ works by Loret, Smart, 
Jongen, and others at 12:45 p.m. 
at St. Paul's Cathedral, 138 
Tremont Street, Boston (482- 


| 4826 extension 1103). Free. 


FRIDAY 6 

“ASPECTS OF CONTEMPO- 
RARY MUSICS FROM AROUND 
THE WORLD” is at 8 p.m. at 
Jordan Hall, 30 Gainsborough 
Street, Boston (585-1122). Tix 
$15 

THOMAS BROWN gives an 
organ recital at 12:15 p.m. at 
Trinity Church, Copley Square, 
Boston (536-7545 extension 
311). Free. 

CANTATA SINGERS performs 
works by Schumann, Reger, and 
Brahms Friday at 8 p.m. and 
Sunday at 3 p.m. at Jordan Hall, 
30 Gainsborough Street, Boston 
(267-6502). Tix $14 to $38, $9 to 
$33 for students and seniors. 


| HANDEL & HAYDN SOCIETY 
| presents a Mendelssohn pro- 
| gram: the Overture to The Uncle 








4 


| John Harbison’s Mottetti 


from Boston, the Piano Concerto 
No. 1 and Capriccio brillante, 
both with pianist David Owen 
Norris, and Symphony No. 3 
(Scottish), Friday at 8 p.m. and 
Sunday at 3 p.m. at Symphony 
Hall, 301 Massachusetts Avenue, 
Boston (266-3605). Tix $25 to 
$49. 

NEW ENGLAND’ STRING 
ENSEMBLE CONDUCTED BY 
JONATHAN McPHEE, with 
organist Peter Sykes, performs 
works by Warlock, Bartok, 
Mozart, and Poulenc: Friday at 


| Methuen Memorial Music Hall, 


192 Broadway, Methuen; 
Saturday at 8 p.m. at Christ 
Church, 149 Asbury Street, 
Hamilton; and Sunday at 4 p.m. 


| at First Parish-Congressional 


Church, 1 Church Street, 
Wakefield (781-224-1117). Tix 


| $18, $15 for seniors, $10 for stu- 


dents. 
SEQUENTIA performs Hildegard 
von Bingen’s Ordo virtutum 


| Friday and Saturday at 8 p.m. at 


Church of the Advent, Brimmer 
and Mt. Vernon Streets, 
Brookline (661-1812). Tix $18 to 
$42. 

“SONG AND DANCE.” See list- 
ing for Thursday. 

HARVARD EARLY MUSIC 


SOCIETY. See listing for 
Thursday. 
SATURDAY 7 


BOSTON MUSEUM TRIO per- 
forms works by Bach, Rameau, 
and Marais at 7:30 p.m. at the All 
Newton Music School, 321 
Chestnut Street, West Newton 
(527-4553). Tix $15. 

CHORUS PRO MUSICA per- 
forms works by Pinkham and 
Adier at 8 p.m. at Old South 
Church, 645 Boyiston Street, 
Boston (267-7442). Tix $10.50 to 
$25.50. 
HARVARD-RADCLIFFE 


| MOZART SOCIETY performs 


works by Beethoven, Weber, and 
Mendelssohn at 8 p.m. at Paine 
Hall, 3 Kirkland Street, Harvard 
University, Cambridge (496- 
2222). Tix $7, $5 for students and 
seniors. 

LORRAINE HUNT presents a 
soprano vocal recital: “Scherza 
infida” from Handel’s Ariodante 
and “As with Rosy Steps” from 
Handel's Theodora, Brahms's 
Opus 57 songs, selections from 
di 
Montale, songs on poems by 
Rilke by Peter Lieberson, and the 
Aria from Lieberson’s Ashoka’'s 
Dream, at 8 p.m. at Jordan Hall, 
30 Gainsborough Street, Boston 
(482-6661). Tix $35 to $42. 
INDIAN HILL SYMPHONY per- 
forms works by Haydn, Barber, 
and Tchaikovsky at 8 p.m. at the 
Performing Arts Center, Route 








$15 to $32 

GISELA KRAUSE AND DAVID 
BEYER performs piano works by 
Schubert, Mozart, Schmitt, and 
Gershwin at 8 p.m. at the All 
Newton Music School, 321 
Chestnut Street, West Newton 
(527-4553). Free 

“MASTER SINGERS: MUSIC 
FOR CHORUS & GUITAR” fea- 
tures works by Mozart, Sor, 
Brown, and others at 8 p.m. at 
First Parish Unitarian Church, 7 
Harrington Road, Lexington (781- 
862-6459). Tix $14, $12 for stu- 
dents and seniors. 

SERAPHIM SINGERS perform at 
8 p.m. at St. Elizabeth of Hungary 
Church, 89 Arlington Street, 
Acton (508-533-4303). Donation 
$10, $8 for seniors. 

HARVARD EARLY MUSIC 
SOCIETY. See listing for 
Thursday. 

NEW ENGLAND’ STRING 
ENSEMBLE. See listing for 
Friday. 

SEQUENTIA. See listing for 
Friday. 

“SONG AND DANCE.” See iist- 
ing for Thursday. 


SUNDAY 8 

MARIKO ANRAKU performs 
works for harp by Handel, 
Scarlatti, Tournier, and others at 
1:30 p.m. at the Isabella Stewart 
Gardner Museum, 280 the 
Fenway, Boston (734-1359). Tix 
$15, $11 for seniors, $9 for stu- 
dents, $4 for children. 

BOSTON CAMERATA performs 
American music from 1776 to 
1861 at 3 p.m. at Faneuil Hall 
Marketplace, Congress Street, 
Boston (262-2092). Tix $20 to 
$30, $10 to $15 for children. 
BOSTON CONSERVATORY 
CHAMBER PLAYERS perform 
works by Mozart, Daniel 
Pinkham, and Schumann at 4 
p.m. at First and Second Church, 
66 Marlborough Street, Boston 
(536-3063) Tix $15, $10 for stu- 
dents and seniors. 

DA PONTE STRING QUARTET 
performs works by Beethoven 
and Grieg at 4 p.m. at Ascension 
Memorial Church, 31 County 
Street, Ipswich (978-356-2560). 
Tix $10, $5 for students. 


EMMANUEL MUSIC performs’ 


Bach’s Cantata No. 154 (Mein 
liebster Jesu ist verloren) at 10 
a.m., as part of the Sunday ser- 
vice at Emmanuel Church, 15 
Newbury Street, Boston (536- 
3356). Free. 

JIN KYUNG JOEN performs vio- 
lin works by Mozart, Franck, 
Shostakovich, and others at 8 
p.m. at Williams Hall, 30 Gains- 
borough Street, Boston (858- 
1122). Free. 

HEE SUNG JOO gives a piano 
recital at 8 p.m. at Jordan Hall, 30 
Gainsborough Street, Boston 
(585-1122). Free. 
KALEIDOSCOPE performs works 
by Haydn, Amy Beach, and 
Mendelssohn at 4 p.m. at St. 
Paul's Cathedral, 15 St. Paul 
Street, Brookline (781-641-2433). 
Tix $10, $8 for students. 

NOEL LEE performs piano works 
by Schubert, Dutilleux, and 
Debussy at 7 p.m. at Longy 
School of Music, 1 Follen Street, 
Cambridge (876-0956, extension 
120). Free. 

VIRGINIA NEIKRUG AND KATH- 
LEEN FORGAC performs works 
for violin and piano by Jules 
Conus, Wieniawski, and Elgar at 
3 p.m. at Longy School of Music, 
1 Follen Street, Cambridge (876- 
0956 extension 120). Free. 
NEWTON SYMPHONY ORCH- 
ESTRA perform works by 
Sibelius, Mozart, and Debussy at 
7:30 p.m. at Aquinas College, 15 
Walnut Park, Newton (965-2555). 
Tix $15 to $20, $5 to $10 for stu- 
dents. . 
WELLESLEY SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA performs works by 
Copland, Debussy, Beethoven, 
and others at 3 p.m. at the 
Massachusetts Bay Community 
College, 50 Oakland Street, 
Wellesley Hills (508-572-9142). 
Donation $12, $10 for students 
and seniors. 

HANDEL & HAYDN SOCIETY. 
See listing for Friday. 

NEW ENGLAND- STRING 
ENSEMBLE. See listing for 
Friday. 


MONDAY 9 

ATLANTIC BRASS QUINTET 
performs works by J.S. Bach, 
Praetorius, Alvin Etler, and others 
at 8 p.m. at the Tsai Performance 
Center, 685 Commonwealth 
Avenue, Boston (353-3340). Free. 


TUESDAY 10 

BOSTON SYMPHONY ORCHES- 
TRA CONDUCTED BY KEITH 
LOCKHART performs four move- 
ments from Holist's The Planets 
and other works, Tuesday and 


By Groton(878:486-0540) 2 Tix: « ««thursday-at 40:a.m. at Symphony 














Hall, 301 Massachusetts Avenue, 
Boston (266-1200). Tix $8 

NEC CONTEMPORARY ENSEM- 
BLE performs works by Elliott 
Carter, Daniel Pinkham, and oth- 
ers at 8 p.m. at Jordan Hall, 30 
Gainsborough Street, Boston 
(585-1122). Free. 

ANDREW O'BRIEN performs 
piano works by Rachmaninov and 
Mussorgsky at 4:15 p.m. at 100 
Gasson Hall, 140 Commonwealth 
Avenue, Boston’ College, 
Chestnut Hill (552-4843). Free. 
VALERIA STENKINA gives a 
soprano vocal recital performs at 
8 p.m. at Tsai Performance 
Center, 685 Commonwealth 
Avenue, Boston (353-3340). Free. 


WEDNESDAY 11 
BOSTON LYRIC OPERA per- 
forms Verdi's La traviata at 7 p.m 
at the Shubert Theatre, 265 
Tremont Street, Boston (800-447- 
7400). Tix $25 to $98. 

NEC SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
performs works by Mozart, 
Shostakovich, and others at 8 
p.m. at Jordan Hall, 30 Gains- 
borough Street, Boston (585- 
1122). Free. 


THURSDAY 12 
“DANCE MUSIC FOR THE 
BEGINNING OF AUTUMN” is 
presented at 12:30 p.m. at 
Houghton Memorial Chapel, 
Wellesley College, Wellesley 
(781-283-2176). Free. 

DAVID FRIEZE performs works 
for baritone by Shelley, Schubert, 
Holst, and others at 12:45 p.m. at 
St. Paul's Cathedral, 138 Tremont 
Street, Boston (482-4826 exten- 
sion 1103). Free. 

NANCY GRANERT gives an 
organ recital performs at 12:15 
p.m. at Adolphus Busch Hall, 29 
Kirkland Street, Cambridge (423- 
2808). Free. 

HAWTHORNE STRING QUAR- 
TET performs 20th-century works 
at 8 p.m. at St. Mary’s Chapel, 
140 Commonwealth Avenue, 
Boston College, Chestnut Hill 
(552-4843). Free. 

NEW ENGLAND CONSERVA- 
TORY performs at 12:30 p.m. at 
Federal Reserve Bank, 600 
Atlantic Avenue, Boston (973- 
3453). Free. 

SAINT PAUL ORCHESTRA per- 
forms works by Mozart, Michael 
Torke, Beethoven, and others at 8 
p.m. at the Zeiterion Theatre, 684 
Purchase Street, New Bedford 
(508-997-5664). Tix $14.50 to 
$29. 

MARK SMALL, ROBERT TOR- 
RES, AND JOHN HARRISON, on 
guitars and violin, performs works 
by Dvorak and others at noon at 
the MIT Chapel, 77 Massa- 
chusetts Avenue (second floor), 
Cambridge (253-2906). Free. 
DIMITRI TOUFEXIS gives a piano 
recital at 8 p.m. at Seully Hall, 8 
the Fenway, Boston (536-3063). 
Free. 

BOSTON SYMPHONY ORCHES- 
TRA CONDUCTED BY KEITH 
LOCKHART. See listing for 
Tuesday. 

HARVARD EARLY MUSIC 
SOCIETY. See listing for previous 
Thursday. 


dance 
PERFORMANCE 


THURSDAY 5 

BRIAN CRABTREE performs at 8 
p.m. at Dance Complex, 536 
Massachusetts Avenue, Central 
Square, Cambridge (547-9363). 
Tix $8. 


FRIDAY 6 

BOSTON DANCE COMPANY 
AND MARK ERELLI perform 
Friday and Saturday at 8 p.m. and 
Sunday at 7 p.m. at the Boston 
Dance Company, 550 Massa- 
chusetts Avenue, Cambridge 
(491-8615). Tix $10, $8 for stu- 
dents and seniors. 


SATURDAY 7 

BOSTON DANCE COMPANY 
AND MARK ERELLI. See listing 
for Friday. 


THURSDAY 12 

“NOYA & NEBLETT: SOLOS & 
DUETS” is presented Thursday 
through Saturday at 8 p.m. and 
Sunday at 6 p.m. at the 
Cambridge Multicultural Arts 
Center, 41 Second Street, 
Cambridge (577-1400). Admis- 
sion $15, $12 for students and 
seniors. 


PARTICIPATORY 


THURSDAY 5 
BEGINNERS’ TWO-STEP AND 
CHA: CHA, is every Thursday at 











6:30 p.m. at Carpenters Dance 
Hall, 1 Southville Road, 
Southborough (508-485-2040) 
Tix $7. 

DICK SYATT’S SINGLES 
DANCES are at 8 p.m., Thursday 
at Vincent’s Nightclub at 
Lombardo’s, Route 128 Exit 5A, 
Randolph, and Friday and 
Saturday at 8 p.m. at the Village 
Green, Route 1 North, Danvers 
(978-443-8131). Admission $3 to 
$7. 

EXPERIENCED INTERNATION- 
AL FOLK DANCE is at 8:30 p.m 
with a beginners’ lesson at 8 p.m 
at First Unitarian Church, 404 
Concord Avenue, Belmont (491- 
6083). Admission $6, $4 for stu- 
dents 

NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS & 
SQUARES is at 8 p.m. at the 
VFW Hall, 688 Huron Avenue, 
Cambridge (354-1340). Admis- 
sion $5. 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE 
is at 8 p.m. with a beginners’ 
dance at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Universalist Church, 211 Bridge 
Street, Salem (978-745-2229). 
Admission $2. 

TEMPORADA LATINA is a salsa 
and merengue dance including 
dance instruction from 8:30 to 11 
p.m. at Ryles Jazz Club (second 
floor), 212 Hampshire Street, 
Cambridge (876-9330). Ad- 
mission $10 to $12, $7 to $10 
after 10 p.m. 


FRIDAY 6 

BALKAN DANCE is at 8:30 p.m. 
with a beginners’ lesson at 7:30 
p.m. at Dance Studio, 466 
Franklin Street, Melrose (773- 
1615). Admission $7. 
BALLROOM DANCE runs from 
8:30 p.m. to midnight at Philips 
Congregational Church, 111 Mt. 
Auburn Street, Watertown (508- 
875-1007). Admission $8. 
BEGINNERS’ LINE DANCE is at 
8 p.m. at Carpenters Dance Hall, 
1 Southville Road, Southborough 
(508-485-2040). Tix $6. 
CHALLENGING CONTRAS AND 
SQUARES runs from 8 to 11 p.m. 
at Calvary United Methodist 
Church, 300 Massachusetts 
Avenue, Arlington (781-662- 
8967). Admission $6. 

CHICAGO BOSTON SINGLES 
DANCES run from 7:30 p.m. to 
12:30 a.m. in the Westborough 
Indian Meadows Grand Ball- 
rooms, Westborough (508-485- 
7113). Admission $6. 

DANCE FRIDAY is a smoke- and 
alcohol-free, barefoot, freestyle 
dance from 8:30 p.m. to midnight 
at 23 Main Street, Watertown 
Square (924-7276). Admission 
$5. 

EAST COAST SWING DANCE 
with Steve St. Pierre runs from 8 
to 10 p.m. at Academy Dance, 
Acton Indoor Sports Center, 
Acton (369-5628). Admission 
$10. 

EXPERIENCED ENGLISH 
COUNTRY DANCE runs from 
8:15 to 11 p.m. at the Church of 
Our Saviour, 23 Monmouth 
Street, Brookline (354-1340). 
Admission $5. 

INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCE 
is at 8 p.m. at the United 
Methodist Church, 421 Common 
Street, Belmont (491-6083). 
Admission $6, $4 for students. 
DICK SYATT’S SINGLES 


DANCES. See listing for 
Thursday. 
SATURDAY 7 


ENGLISH DANCING with Gene 
Murrow runs from 8 to 11 p.m. 
with a workshop at 3 p.m. at the 
Park Avenue Congregational 
Church, Paul Revere Road, 
Arlington Heights (354-1340). 
Admission $8 to $13. 
GENDER-FREE CONTRA 
DANCE is at 7:30 p.m. at First 
Parish Church of Stow and 
Acton, Route 117, Stow (508- 
897-2013). Tix $5. * 

GRAND VICTORIAN BALL in 
honor of Sherlock Holmes runs 
from 7:30 to 11 p.m. at First 
Unitarian Society, 1326 Washing- 
ton Street, West Newton (781- 
593-3038). Tix $17.50 to $20. 
GRUPO AFROCUBA ODE 
MATANZAS leads an Afro- 
Cuban dance workshop at 2:30 
p.m. at Dance Complex, 536 
Massachusetts Avenue, Central 
Square, Cambridge (876-4275). 
Tix $15. 

LOS HERMANOS CEPEDA lead 
an Afro-Cuban dance workshop 
at 4:30 p.m. at Dance Complex, 
536 Massachusetts Avenue, 
Central Square, Cambridge (876- 
4275). Tix $15. 

NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS 
AND SQUARES is at 8 p.m. at 
Scout House, 74 Walden Street, 
Concord (978-369-7091). Admis- 
sion $6. 

PATTERN LESSON is at 7 p.m. 
at Carpenters Dance Hall, 1 
Southville Road, Southborough 
(508-485-2040). Tix $8. 
SCANDINAVIAN DANCING runs 
from 8 to 10:30 p.m. at the 
Church of Our Saviour, 23 
Monmouth Street, Brookline 
(781-891-3207). Admission $5, 
$3 for students and seniors. 
“YOUR FAVORITE ERA COS- 
TUME PARTY” to benefit GLAD 











runs from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. at Old 
Cambridge Baptist Church, 1151 
Massachusetts Avenue, Harvard 
Square, Cambridge (426-1350). 
Donation $10. 

DICK SYATT’S SINGLES 


DANCES. See listing for 
Thursday. 
SUNDAY 8 


BIG BAND SWING DANCE fea- 
tures the Olde Kids on the Block 
from 12:30 to 4:30 p.m. at the 
Roseland Ballroom, 174 
Broadway, Taunton (605-1323). 
Tix $8. 

BOSTON SCOTTISH FIDDLE 
CLUB COFFEEHOUSE runs 
from 7:30 to 10 p.m. at 
Cambridge Multicultural Arts 
Center, 41 Second Street, 
Cambridge (338-8637). Admis- 
sion $3. 

EAST COAST SWING AND 
TWO-STEP is at 7 p.m. at 
Ashland Country Dance Hall, 162 
West Union Street, Ashland 
(508-435-0950). Admission $4 to 


$8. 

GAMMALDANS DANCE with 
Hikka Williams runs from 2 to 5 
p.m. at St. John's Methodist 
Church, 80 Mt. Auburn Street, 
Watertown (781-891-3207). 
Admission $5, $3 for students 
and seniors. 

ISRAELI DANCING is at 11 a.m. 
at Temple Israel, Longwood 
Avenue and Plymouth Street, 
Boston (566-3960). Tix $5. 
ISRAELI FOLK DANCING is at 8 
p.m. at Harvard-Radcliffe Hillel, 
52 Mt. Auburn Street, Cambridge 
(254-HORA). Admission $3, $2 
for students. 

RAGTIME TEA DANCE runs 
from 2 to 5 p.m. at Parish Hall, 
First Unitarian Society of Newton, 
West Newton (964-7684) 
Admission $5. 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE 
runs from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the 
Church of Our Saviour, 23 
Monmouth Street, Brookline (325- 
6657). Admission $4. 

TWO-STEP AND CHA CHA is at 
7 p.m. at Carpenters Dance Hall, 
1 Southville Road, Southborough 
(508-485-2040). Tix $7. 


MONDAY 9 

ISRAELI FOLK DANCING is at 8 
p.m. at Temple Kehillath Israel, 
384 Harvard Avenue, Brookline 
(776-8327). Admission $4, $3 for 
students. 

LINE DANCE is at 7 p.m. at 
Carpenters Dance Hall, 1 
Southville Road, Southborough 
(508-485-2040). Tix $7. 

NEW ENGLAND SQUARES 
AND CONTRAS with music by 
Yankee Ingenuity is at 7:30 p.m. 
at Scout House, 74 Walden 
Street, Concord (781-272-0396). 
Admission $6. 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE 
is at 7:45 p.m. at the Central 
Square YWCA, 7 Temple Street, 
Cambridge (484-0950). Admis- 
sion $6. 


TUESDAY 10 

BALKAN DANCE is at 8:30 p.m. 
at Sava Serbian Orthodox 
Church, 33 West Water Street, 
Wakefield (773-1615). Admission 
$7. 

BALKAN DANCE PARTY AND 
CONCERT with Zdravets runs 
from 8 to 11 p.m. at Church of 
Our Saviour, 23 Monmouth 
Street, Brookline (964-2003). 
Admission $5. 

CAROLINA SHAG AND 
MERENGUE/SALSA is at 7 p.m. 
at Carpenters Dance Hall, 1 
Southville Road, Southborough 
(508-485-2040). Tix $7. 
ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE is 
at 7:30 p.m. at First Church 
Unitarian Universalist, Centre and 
Eliot Streets, Jamaica Plain (522- 
1115). Donation $5. 
EXPERIENCED BALKAN AND 
INTERNATIONAL DANCE is at 8 
p.m. at the MIT Student Center, 
Room 407, 84 Massachusetts 
Avenue, Cambridge (253-FOLK). 
Free. 


WEDNESDAY 11 
ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE 
with music by Bare Necessities 
runs from 7:30 to 10:30 p.m. at 
the Park Avenue Congregational 
Church, Paul Revere Road, 
Arlington Heights (354-1340). 
Admission $6, $3 for students. 
FRAMINGHAM INTERNATION- 
AL FOLK DANCE runs from 8 to 
10:30 p.m. at Fayville Village 
Hall, Central and Grove Streets, 
Southborough (508-872-4110). 
Admission $3.50. 


THURSDAY 12 
BEGINNERS’ TWO-STEP AND 
CHA CHA. See listing for previ- 
ous Thursday. 

DICK SYATT’S SINGLES 
DANCES. See listing for previous 
Thursday. 

EXPERIENCED INTERNATION- 
AL FOLK DANCE. See listing for 
previous Thursday. 

NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS 
AND SQUARES. See listing for 
previous Thursday. 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE. 
See listing for previous Thursday. 
TEMPORADA LATINA. See list- 
ing for previous Thursday. 
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COMPILED BY CAROLYN CLAY 


@ ANNIE. Save the Children's 
Sally Struthers, otherwise best 
known as Gloria Stivic of Ail in the 
Family fame, plays malevolent 
booze bag and orphanage matron 
Miss Hannigan in the 20th- 
anniversary production of the 
Tony-winn.ng musical by Charles 
Strouse and Martin Charnin. 
Tomorrow! Tomorrow! She'll save 
the children tomorrow! For now, 
she's bent on thwarting the 
upward-mobility hopes of mop- 
head Annie, played by nine-year- 
old Brittny Kissinger, and 
mutthead Sandy, played by res- 
cued pooch Cindy Lou. At the 
Wang Center, 270 Tremont Street, 
Boston (800-447-7400), through 
November 8. Curtain is at 7:30 
p.m. on Friday, at 2 and 7:30 p.m. 
on Saturday, and at 2 and 7 p.m. 
on Sunday. Tix $25 to $65. 

@ ASSASSINS. Artistic director 
Spiro Veloudos and musical direc- 
tor Jonathan Goldberg helm the 
Boston professional premiere of 
Stephen Sondheim & John 
Weidman’s audacious 1991 musi- 
cal, a black-comic fantasia that 
brings together nine folks whose 
claim to fame is that they have 
made attempts — some success- 
ful, some not — on the lives of US 
presidents. The production is flam- 
boyant and well sung, and the 
musical itself has flashes of both 
comic and chilling brilliance. But 
when it arrives, toward the end, at 
the Texas Book Depository, where 
would-be-suicide Lee Harvey 
Oswald is persuaded by John 
Wilkes Booth and a cadre of his- 
torical footnotes to shoot JFK 
instead, the conceit goes awry. 
Still, this is a show well worth a 
look — and a listen. At the Lyric 
Stage, 140 Clarendon Street, 
Boston (437-7172), through 
November 22. Curtain is at 7:30 
p.m. on Wednesday and Thurs- 
day, at 8 p.m. on Friday, at 4 and 
8 p.m. on Saturday, and at 3 p.m. 
on Sunday. Tix $24 to $30. 

@ ASYLUM! ASYLUM! The North 
American premiere of Dubliner 
Donal O’Kelly’s 1994 play explor- 
ing the horrors of Irish asylum law 
“With humor, compassion, and 
anger, he presents the plight of an 
illegal- African immigrant in 
Ireland.” Presented by Sugan 
Theatre Company at the Boston 
Center for the Arts, 539 Tremont 
Street, Boston (426-0320), 
through November 21. Curtain is 
at 8 p.m. Thursday through 
Saturday and at 3 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $16 to $18; discounts 
for seniors and students. 

@ ATREUS DAWN. An original 
musical billed as “a chilling, futur- 
istic, electronic-musical, ritual 
retelling of the Ancient Greek myth 
of Iphigenia and the House of 
Atreus.” Written by Brown 
University students Abi Basch, 
Georg Bissen, and David Peck, 
it's presented by Brownbrokers at 
Brown University Theatre in the 
Catherine Bryan Dill Center for the 
Performing Arts, 77 Waterman 
Street, Providence, Rhode Island 
(401-863-2838), November 12 
through 22. Curtain is at 8 p.m. 
Thursday through Sunday 
(excepting November 22 at 3 
p.m.). Tix $13; $9 for seniors and 
Brown faculty/staff; $5 for stu- 
dents. 

@ BLACK COMEDY. Peter 
(Equus) Shaffer's one-act farce, in 
which the lights go out and the 
characters carry on in the pitch 
dark — except that we can see 
them. Presented by the Bridge 
“Theatre Company at the Boston 
Center for the Arts, 539 Tremont 
Street, Boston (426-0320), 
November 12 through 22. Curtain 
is at 8 p.m. Thursday through 
Saturday and at 2 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $15; $12 for seniors 
and students. 

@ BLUE MAN GROUP. It would 
be difficult and unfair to catalogue 
fully the antics of the Drama Desk 
Award-winning trio of cobalt-paint- 
ed bald pates who have settled 
into long runs Off Broadway and 
at the Charles Playhouse. They 
begin their delightful and deafen- 
ing evening of anti-performance 
art beating drums that are also 
deep buckets of paint, so that 
sprays of color jump from the 
instruments like breaking surf, and 
end by engulfing the spectatorship 
in tangles of toilet paper. Go expe- 
rience it. At the Charles Play- 
house, 74 Warrenton Street, 
Boston (426-6912), indefinitely. 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. on Wednesday 
and Thursday, at 7 and 10 p.m. on 
Friday and Saturday, and at 3 and 
6 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $35 to $45. 
@ CAROUSEL. Rodgers & 
Hammerstein's New England-set 
1945 hit based on Liliom, in which 
“June Is Bustin’ Out All Over” and 
bad boy Billy Bigelow ultimately 











finds redemption. Presented by 
the Turtle Lane Playhouse, 283 
Melrose Street, Newton (244- 
0169), through December 6. 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. Thursday 
through Saturday and at 2 p.m. on 
Sunday (excepting November 8 at 
7 p.m.). Tix $19. 

@ A CHORUS LINE. What they 
did for love is once again on dis- 
play, in this revival of the landmark 
1975 musical based on interviews 
conducted by original director and 
choreographer Michael Bennett 
with the “gypsies” who dance in 
Broadway musicals. Mitzi Hamil- 
ton, who served as inspiration for 
the character of Val and who per- 
formed in the original London 
company of the show, directs. At 
the North Shore Music Theatre, 62 





—_ 


AMERICAN REPERTORY THEATRE 


Dunham Road, Beverly (978-922- 
8500), through November 21 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday (excepting 
November 10 at 7 p.m.), with mati- 
nees at 2 p.m. on November 7, 
11, 14, 18, and 19. Tix $28 to $42; 
half-price for youths under 18 and 
full-time students with ID. 

@ CITY OF ANGELS. A student 
production of the smart, Tony-win- 
ning musical by Cy Coleman, 
David Zippel, and Larry Gelbart 
Set in 1940s Los Angeles, it fol- 
lows the technicolor life of a 
screenwriter and the black-and- 
white film-noir adventures of the 
detective he’s transposing to the 
screen. Presented by the Harvard- 
Radcliffe Dramatic Club at the 
Loeb Drama Center, 64 Brattle 
Street, Cambridge (547-8300), 
November 13 through 21. Curtain 
is at 8 p.m. Thursday through 





Saturday and at 2 and 7 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $8; $5 for students 

@ THE CRUCIBLE. Arthur Miller's 
1953 Tony-winning play about the 
McCarthy hearings via the Salem 
witch trials. At the Seacoast 
Repertory Theatre, 125 Bow 
Street, Portsmouth, New Hamp- 
shire (603-433-4472 or 800-639- 
7650), through November 29 
Curtain is at 7 p.m. on Thursday, 
at 8 p.m. on Friday, at 4 (no per- 
formance November 7) and 8 p.m 
on Saturday, and at 3 and 7 
(evening performance November 
21 only) p.m. on Sunday. Tix $17 
to $20; $15 to $18 for seniors, stu- 
dents, and children. 

@ DANCING AT LUGHNASA. 
David Fox directs a student pro- 
duction of Brian Friel's lyrical Tony 
winner set in Ireland in 1936 and 
centering on five unmarried sis- 
ters. Presented by the Wheaton 
College Department of Theater in 
the Watson Auditorium, Wheaton 
College campus, Norton (508-286- 
3575), through November 14 
Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. Thursday 
through Saturday. Tix $5; $2 for 
seniors and students 

@ EMPTIES. Scott Stroot directs 
Bradford College students in the 
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world premiere of Groveland play- 
wright Andy Wolfendon's play 
about a brilliant young scientist 
who retreats to the woods of 
Maine with a couple of homeless 
people. The focal point of the 
boozy trio's decor is a Kandinsky- 
esque sculpture made up of their 
“empties.” Part of Bradford's fall 
New Play Series, in the Studio 
Theater, Denworth Hall, Bradford 
College campus, Haverhill (978- 
374-0076), November 12 through 
14. Curtain is at 8 p.m. Tix $5; $4 
for seniors and students 
@ EXIT THE KING. The world pre- 
miere of a “ribald one-act farcical 
melodrama” by Robert Andrew 
Anderson inspired by Eugene 
lonesco's play of the same name 
In this one, the exiting king is 
William, the Queen is “Hillarite,” 
and the “Second Lady” is 
Monique. “Get the drift?” Pre- 
sented by Teatro Gumbo Limbo 
as a benefit for Gallery X's 
Steeple Restoration Fund, at 
Gallery X, 169 William Street, New 
Bedford (508-999-7037), Novem- 
ber 13 (preview) and 14. Curtain is 
at 8:30 p.m. Tix $10; $8 for 
seniors and students; $5 for pre- 
Continued on page 46 


“ A great production! Everything about this Marriage of Bette & 
Boo is just perfect! Harrowing, funny, & deeply moving!” — Bay Windows 


‘The cast is as talented a collection of darkly comic pranksters as 
— Boston Globe 


Durang could 


hope for!” 


a 





Remo Airaldi ¢ Matt Chiorini ¢ Thomas Derrah ¢ Kristin Flanders 


Sophia Fox-Long © Caroline Hall ¢ Randall Jaynes 


Will LeBow © Karen MacDonald ¢ Paula Plum 


Live on stage! Chris Durang’s own off-the-wall, autobiographical 


family album. Heartfelt and wickedly funny, we're sure 


it will change the way you look at your loved ones forever. 
FINAL WEEK — MUST CLOST NOVEMBER 8! 


Tuesday thru Saturday Evenings at 8 = Matinees November | & 8 at 2pm 


; Metisse... cotebecess 
Het: bieeitcass st 


2 Holyoke St ¢ Harvard Sq. 
Advance tickets at 64 Brattle St ¢ Harvard Sq ® 617-547-8300 ® http: //www.amrep.org 
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if you haven’t seen 


DNESS 


BOSTON'S HILARIOUS INT. CTIVE WHODUNIT 
RESERVE NOW FOR 

THANKSGIVING WEEKEND 

THANKSGIVING NiGHT AT 8; 


Fri & SAT AT 6:30 & 9:30; SuN ATS 


Charge tickets & gift certificates: 617-426-5225 
Charles Playhouse * 74 Warrenton Street 





Nancy Armstrong sings Gershwin 
The Susan Dibble Dance Theater 
Spingold Theater Center Mainstage 
Brandeis University, Waltham 
Tonight through Sunday, Nov. 8th 
Call 781-736-3400 








BosTON LIVE 





















































THE BOSTON Arthur Miller's 
PLAYWRIGHTS’ g I late 
THEATRE 
‘ . - 
presents Single Lives ‘Gutletelis 
by Sinan Unel 
After SO years. two gay men in their 70's now playing at 
ure getting married F 
How does love survive the shifting The Seacoast 
treacheries of our time. through secrecy 
and separation, through war and family Repertory Theatre 
strife. through confession and anger? 
In the deeply moving story of love's pm Thurs., 
power to endure, Single Lives by the 8pm Fri. & Sat., 3pm Sun. 
award winning playwright. Sinan Unel. 
traces love back to its beginning - a ’ : F 
secret meeting in a park on the eve of Don't miss this disturb- 
World War Il 


ing look at a chapter of 
American History. 










Thurs. - Sat. at 8pm. Nov. 12-21 
Sun. Mats. at 2pm. Nov. 15 & 22 



















THE BOSTON 
PLAYWRIGHTS’ 125 Bow Stre 
THEATRE : ayy i 
949 Commonwealth Ave. at B.U Portsmouth, NH 03801 


Call 603-433-4472 
for tickets 


Call 617-353-5443 
Green Line, B Train, Pleasant St. Stop 
Tickets $15, Seniors & B.U. ID $10 





Boston's only half-price, day-of-show ticket outlet 
in Copley Square,Faneuil Hall Marketplace 
and Harvard Square. Visit us online at 

www.boston.com/artsboston or call 617-482-BTIX 


a service of 












To Apvertise In THis SECTION 
Catt SUZANNE KAMMLOTT 
AT (617) 859-3332 





BORDERS 


BOOKS AND A CAFE. 
SUNDAY * NOVEMBER 8 « 3:30 PM 


[t Happened on Broadway 
An Oral History of the Great White Way 


Published by Harcourt Brace 





The magic of American theater--in the words 
of the stars, directors, producters, press agents, 
designers, and playwrights who lived it. 







Meet acclaimed authors 


Myrna Katz 
Frommer and 
Harvey 
Frommer 

















Start the afternoon off with a half hour of Broadway tunes 
with cabaret singer Mark Chapman accompanied by 
Sandee Runnels. Enter to win tickets to The Importance of 
Being Earnest at the Worcester Foothills Theatre. Everyone 

who attends will get a discount coupon for tickets. 








85 WORCESTER ROAD (ROUTE 9 WEST) ® FRAMINGHAM® (508) 875-2321 
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| view (includes free hors d'oeuvres 


and liquid refreshments). 

@ FIDDLER ON THE ROOF. 
Tevye comes to MIT. Presented 
by the MIT Musical Theatre Guild 
at the Student Center Sala de 
Puerto Rico, 84 Massachusetts 
Avenue, Cambridge (253-6294), 
November 13 through 21. Curtain 
is at 8 p.m. Thursday through 
Saturday and at 2 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $9; $8 for MIT facul- 
ty/staff, seniors, and other stu- 
dents; $6 for MiT/Wellesley stu- 


| dents 


@ FOOL FOR LOVE. Michae! S 
Pavlic directs Sam Shepard's 
Obie-winning play about siblings 
and lovers. It's set in a cheap 
motel room on the edge of the 
Mojave — and the caverns of your 
mind. Presented by ZeroPoint 
Productions at the Actors 


Workshop, 40 Boylston Street, 


Boston (781-224-7697), Novem- 
ber 6 through 14. Curtain is at 8 
p.m. on Friday and Saturday and 


| at 2 and 8 p.m. on Sunday. Tix 


$12. 
@ FOUR BABOONS ADORING 


| THE SUN. Boston Theatre Works, 


under the artistic direction of 


recent American Repertory 


| Theatre Institute for Advanced 
| Theatre Training grad Jason 


Southerland, launches its inaugu- 
ral season with the New England 
premiere of John (Six Degrees of 
Separation) Guare’s most recent 
full-length work. At the Tremont 
Theatre, 276 Tremont Street, 
Boston (824-8000), through 
November 15. Curtain is at 8 p.m. 
Thursday through Saturday and at 
3 and 7 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $19; 
$14 for seniors and students; free 
for children under 12 if accompa- 
nied by an adult. (See review on 
page 12.) 

@ A FUNNY THING HAPPENED 
ON THE WAY TO THE FORUM. 
Russell Greene directs the sure- 
fire Stephen Sondheim musical 
comedy, with book by Larry 
Gelbart and Burt Shevelove, 
based on the shenanigans of 
Plautus. Presented by the Vokes 
Players at Beatrice Herford’s 
Vokes Theatre, Route 20, 
Wayland (508-358-4034), through 
November 14. Curtain is at 8 p.m. 
on Thursday and Friday and at 2 


(November 7 only) and 8 p.m. on 


Saturday. Tix $13 to $15. 

@ GALILEO. Yale Rep associate 
artist Byron Jennings, whose New 
York credits include Dealer's 
Choice and numerous roles at the 
Joseph Papp Public Theater, 
plays the title role in Bertolt 
Brecht’s play. Evan Yionoulis, who 


| won a 1998 Obie for her produc- 
| tion of Three Days of Rain at the 


Manhattan Theatre Club, directs 


| Charles Laughton’s translation. At 


the Yale Repertory Theatre, 1120 
Chapel Street, New Haven, 
Connecticut (203-432-1234), 
through November 14. Curtain is 
at 7 p.m. on Monday and at 8 p.m. 
Tuesday through Saturday, with 2 
p.m. matinees on Wednesday and 
Saturday. Tix $26 to $33; dis- 
counts available for seniors and 
students. 

@ THE GONDOLIERS. Gilbert & 
Sullivan's Venice-set operetta 
about babies switched at birth and 
social equality taken to unseemly 
extremes. Presented by the 
Savoyard Light Opera Company 
at the Corey Auditorium, Carlisle 
(978-371-7562), November 13 


| through 22. Curtain is at 8 p.m. on 


Friday and Saturday and at 2 p.m. 
on Sunday. Tix $16; $15 for 
seniors; $10 for children under 13. 
@ THE GOOD TIMES ARE 
KILLING ME. Lynda Barry's 
comic drama, an Off Broadway 
hit, about interracial friendship. 
“Good Times tells the story of 
Edna Arkins and Bonna Willis, a 
poor white girl and a poor black 
girl, whose friendship is chal- 
lenged by the rules of junior high 
school and, in a larger sense, by 
society.” At the Wheelock Family 
Theatre, 180 the Riverway, 
Boston (734-4760), November 6 
through 29. Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. 
on Friday and at 3 p.m. on 
Saturday and Sunday. Tix $10 to 
$15. 

@ HAPPY DAYS. Estelle Parsons 
is the cheerfully stoic Winnie, 
who's buried up to her waist — 
and then higher — in earth, in this 
production of Samuel Beckett's 
humorous and compassionate 
representation of the human con- 
dition. Richard Block directs. At 
Hartford Stage, 50 Church Street, 
Hartford, Connecticut (860-527- 
5151), through November 22. 
Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday 
through Thursday (with a 2°p.m. 
Wednesday matinee), at 8 p.m. on 
Friday and Saturday, and at 2:30 
and 7:30 p.m. on Sunday. Tix 
$27.50 to $42. 

@ HAVING OUR SAY. Stephanie 
Berry directs Emily Mann’s adap- 
tation of The Delany Sisters’ First 
100 Years, the remarkable amal- 
gam of history and chat compiled 
by centenarian siblings Sadie and 
Bessie Delaney, whose shared 
odyssey took them from the Jim 
Crow South to pioneering profes- 
sional careers in NYC. At Portland 
Stage Company, 25A Forest 





Avenue, Portland, Maine (207- 
774-0465), through November 22. 
Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday through Friday, at 4 
and 8 p.m. on Saturday, and at 2 
p.m. on Sunday. Tix $18 to $30. 

@ HOW TO BUILD A RAFT. The 
Cave Dogs are a performance 
group (not to be confused with the 
defunct band of the same name) 
who recently moved from the Big 
Apple to Boston. This is their lat- 
est work of “large-scale shadow- 
and-sound storytelling.” The piece 
uses “shadow projections and 
video imagery which move in con- 
cert with spoken narrative and an 
original soundtrack” to explore 
“the rough waters of migration, 
movement acquisition, work, and 
the creation and dispersal of fami- 
lies and communities.” At Mobius, 
354 Congress Street, Boston 
(542-7416), November 6 through 
15. Curtain is at 8 p.m. on Friday, 
at 2 (November 7 only) and 8 p.m. 
on Saturday, and at 2 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $10; $8 for seniors 
and students. 

w !§ KNOW I'VE BEEN 
CHANGED! Tyler Perry's gospel 
musical, “with the soulful sounds 
of Gospel greats such as 
LaShaun Pace and Ann Nesby.” 
At the Strand Theatre, 543 
Columbia Road, Dorchester (282- 
8000 extension 5), November 10 
through 14. Curtain is at 8 p.m. 
Tuesday through Friday and at 3 
and 8 p.m. on Saturday. Tix 
$17.50 to $24.50. 

@ THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING 
EARNEST. Peter Bennett, who 
directed the original Off Broadway 
showing of 
Dracula, is at the heim of this very 
different production of Oscar 
Wilde’s perfect Victorian comedy, 
which features much sparkle and 
cucumber sandwiches — and one 
old bat who is definitely not 
Dracula. Presented by the 
Worcester Foothills Theatre 
Company on the Foothills 
Courtyard, off Commercial Street, 
at the Worcester Common 
Outlets, Worcester (508-754- 
4018), through November 29. 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. Wednesday 
through Friday (no performance 
Thanksgiving Day), at 5 and 9 
p.m. on Saturday, and at 2 and 7 
p.m. on Sunday (no evening per- 
formance November 8 and 29); 
there is also a 2 p.m. matinee on 
Thursday. Tix $16 to $24; $8.50 
student rush. 

@ IMPROV ASYLUM. Former 
Boston Comedy Riot finalists Paul 
D'Amato and Chet Harding, with 
Norm Laviolette, are the core of 
this new improvisational-theater 
venue in the North End. The pro- 
jected schedule includes TV 2000, 
“original, irreverent sketch comedy 
that skewers modern television 
programming.” At the Improv 
Asylum, 216 Hanover Street, 
Boston (263-6887), indefinitely. 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. on Thursday 
and at 8 and 10 p.m. on Friday 
and Saturday. Tix $10 $12. 

@ JITNEY. The Huntington 
Theatre Company continues its 
association with Pulitzer Prize 
winner August Wilson with the 
Boston premiere of Wilson's early 
play “set amidst a group of unli- 
censed cab drivers scraping 
together a living in Pittsburgh's Hill 
District in 1977.” The play, which 
has been since revised and 
recently produced by Pittsburgh 
Public Theater and New Jersey's 
Crossroads Theatre Company, 
“tells the moving story of Becker, 
the hard-working boss of the jitney 
Station, and Booster, his 
estranged son. Upon his release 
from a 20-year prison sentence, 
Booster returns to the Hill District 
to piece his life together and rec- 
oncile with his father.” Marian 
McClinton directs the production, 
which is being presented in asso- 
ciation with Center Stage of 
Baltimore. At the Boston Univer- 
sity Theatre, 264 Huntington 
Avenue, Boston (266-0800), 
through November 22. Curtain is 
at 7:30 p.m. Tuesday through 
Thursday), at 8 p.m. on Friday, at 
2 and 8 p.m. on Saturday, and at 
2 and 7 p.m. on Sunday; there is a 
2 p.m. Wednesday matinee 
November 11. Tix $10 to $49.50; 
$5 discount for seniors and stu- 
dents with ID. (See review on 
page 12.) 

@ LAMARCK. The world premiere 
of Providence playwright Dan 
O'Brien’s historical drama set on 
“the eve of the American Civil 
War” and centering on a young 
man from Providence, Rhode 
Island, who journeys to Paris in 
search of the only living relative of 
pre-Darwinian evolutionary theo- 
rist Jean-Baptiste Pierre Antoine 
de Monet, Chevalier de Lamarck. 
The dramatis personae includes 
Ben Franklin and Napoleon. 
Presented by Perishable Theatre 
at the Perishable Theatre Arts 
Center, .95 Empire Street, 
Providence, Rhode Island (401- 
331-2695), November 7 through 
December 6. Curtain is at 8 p.m. 
Thursday through Saturday 
(excepting November 7 and 8 pre- 
views, at 7 p.m.) and at 7 p.m. on 
Sunday (November 29 and 
December 6 only). Tix $6 to $14; 





The Passion of 





discounts for seniors and stu- 
dents. 

@ MACBETH. “Royal ambitions, 
crippling guilt, and Murder, 
Murder, Murder aren't just for the 
wealthy anymore,” boasts the 
Rough & Tumble Theatre, a new 
troupe dedicated to producing 
exciting — and affordable — the- 
ater. Dan Milstein directs the 
Scottish play, with a cast that fea- 
tures Shakespeare & Company 
veteran John Rahal Sarrouf. 
Presented by Rough & Tumble 
Theatre at the Works Theatre, 255 
Elm Street, Davis Square, 
Somerville (728-1444), November 
6 through 22. Curtain is at 8 p.m. 
Thursday through Saturday and at 
2 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $8. 

@ MARICELA DE LA LUZ 
LIGHTS THE WORLD. The New 
England premiere of a play for 
young audiences by Obie winner 
José Rivera (Marisol, “a magical 
story about an 11-year-old girl and 
her brother who successfully con- 
front monsters and mythological 
creatures to return the sun to the 
sky. A dazzling display of stage- 
craft and puppets.” Brenda Cotto 
Escalera and Thomas DeFrantz 
direct. Presented by Emerson 
Stage at the Emerson Majestic 
Theatre, 219 Tremont Street, 
Boston (824-8000), November 6 
and 7. Curtain is at 7 p.m. on 
Friday and at 2 and 7 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $10 to $15; $7 for 
students and children. 

@ THE MARRIAGE OF BETTE 
AND BOO. Marcus Stern directs 
an effective, eerie, funny, and 
poignant revival of the dark, 1985 
Christopher Durang comedy that's 
rooted in his own sad family histo- 
ry. The crackerjack cast includes 
Remo Airaldi, Thomas Derrah, 
Kristin Flanders, Caroline Hall, 
Will LeBow, Karen MacDonald, 
Randall Jaynes, and Paula Plum. 
Presented by the American 
Repertory Theatre at the Hasty 
Pudding Theatre, 12 Holyoke 
Street, Cambridge (547-8300), 
through November 8. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. on Friday, at 2 and 8 p.m. 
on Saturday, and at 2 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $25 to $35. 

@ MARVIN’S ROOM. Fran 
Weinberg directs Scott McPher- 
son's Drama Desk Award—winning 
“family tragecomedy,” a veritable 
symphony of terminal illness, 
familial dysfunction, and touching 
black comedy. The production 
features original music by 
Boston's own Fuzzy. Presented 
by Peabody House Theatre Coop 
at the Peabody House Theatre, 
277 Broadway, Somerville (625- 
1300), November 13 through 
December 12 (no shows Thanks- 
giving weekend). Curtain is at 8 
p.m. Thursday through Saturday. 
Tix $14; $10 for seniors and stu- 
dents on Thursday. 

@ MEASURE FOR MEASURE. 
Tom Jaeger and Kristin Wold 
direct Shakespeare's problem 
comedy of lustful authority and a 
young woman very attached to 
her chastity. Presented by the MIT 
Shakespeare Ensemble at Kresge 
Little Theater, 48 Massachusetts 
Avenue, Cambridge (253-2903), 
through November 7. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. Tix $8; $6 for seniors and 
students with ID. 

@ MERE MORTALS. Daniel 
Gidron directs a talented sextet of 
players in the New England pre- 
miere of David (All in the Timing) 
Ives’s new collection of short, 
clever comedies. A cross between 
monkeyshines and musings, the 
plays reflect on sex, life, death — 
and who you are if you think you 
are. Among the strongest are 
“Time Flies,” in which two mayflies 
(Judith Mcintyre and John Kuntz) 
play the dating-and-mating game 
before discovering that their lifes- 
pan is itself a quickie, and “Speed- 
the-Play,” in which the company 
sends up the macho oeuvre of 
that “Congreve” of the testos- 
terone set, David Mamet. 
Presented by Nora Theatre 
Company at the Boston Play- 
wrights’ Theatre, 949 Common- 
wealth Avenue, Boston (491- 
2026), through November 8. 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. on Friday, at 3 
and 8 p.m. on Saturday, and at 3 
p.m. on Sunday. Tix $17 to $20; 
$15 for seniors and students with 
1D. 

@ THE MIKADO. Gilbert & 
Sullivan’s documentary operetta 
about love and capital punishment 
in Japan. Presented by the MIT 
Gilbert & Sullivan Players at the 
Student Center Sala de Puerto 
Rico, 84 Massachusetts Avenue, 
Cambridge (253-0190), through 
November 8. Curtain is at 8 p.m. 
on Friday, at 2 and 8 p.m. on 
Saturday, and at 2 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $9; $8 for seniors and 
MIT community; $7 for students 
and children; $6 for MiT/Wellesley 
students. 

@ MISERY. Artistic director Lynne 
Moulton plays the role for which 
Kathy Bates won an Oscar, in the 
Delvena Theatre Company pro- 
duction of Stephen King’s stage 
adaptation of his novel about an 
author held captive by a psycho- 
pathic fan with an ax. Guilty 
Children’s Beth Manspeizer 
directs. At the Community Center, 











5 Broad Street, Salem (781-643- 
9993), through November 7. 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. on Friday and 
Saturday. Tix $15; $12 for seniors 
and students. 

@ MISSING PERSONS and 
PANIC. Two new pieces “that 
seek to give voice to women pro- 
tagonists who find themselves on 
profound yet idiosyncratic quests,” 
written and directed by Pilgrim 
Theatre artist Susan Thompson. 
In Missing Persons, “a woman 
loses her purse and finds herself.” 
Panic, inspired by an E.M. Forster 
story, “features a strange, turn-of- 
the-century travel writer teetering 
between the safety of a suitcase 
and the call of the unknown.” Part 
of Pilgrim Theatre's Fall Festival 
of New Works at the Boston 
Center for the Arts, 539 Tremont 
Street, Boston (426-0320), 
November 5 through 22. Curtain is 
at 7 p.m. on Thursday and 
Sunday. Tix $12; $10 for seniors 
and students. 

@ MOON OVER DARK STREET. 
Nothing like punning on Brecht — 
or is it on Marc Blitzstein? This 
“cabaret of theater and song by 
Bertolt Brecht, with music by Kurt 
Weill and Hanns Eisler,” is direct- 
ed by Kim Mancuso and features 
chanteuse Belle Linda Halpern 
with pianist Ron Roy and Pilgrim 
Theatre regular Kermit 
Dunkelberg. In addition to serving 
up great music from such classics 
as Threepenny Opera and Happy 
End, the show “tracks the devas- 
tation of the Second World War 
and the McCarthy era,” offering 
“songs of love, sex, and agitation.” 
Presented by Pilgrim Theatre 
Research and Performance 
Collaborative at the Boston Center 
for the Arts, 539 Tremont Street, 
Boston (426-0320), November 6 
through 22. Curtain is at 8 p.m. on 
Friday and Saturday and at 3 p.m. 
on Sunday. Tix $15; $10 for 
seniors and students; pay what 
you can on Sunday. 

@ MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTH- 
ING. Beatrice and Benedick trade 
barbs in Shakespeare’s comedy, 
here in a college production. 
Presented by Emmanuel College 
Theater Guild at Emmanuel 
College Auditorium, 400 the 
Fenway, Boston, November 7 
through 14. Curtain is at 8 p.m. on 
Friday and Saturday and at 3 p.m. 
on Sunday. Tix $6; $4 for College 
of the Fenway students, available 
at the door. 

@ MY CORNER OF BOSTON. A 
musical revue about life in the * 
North End, “featuring the craziest 
bunch of ‘screwballs’ since 
vaudeville.” And chicken parme- 
san. At Ricardo’s Restaurant, 175 
North Street, North End, Boston 
(720-3994), indefinitely. Curtain is 
at 7 p.m. on Saturday. Tix $39 in 
advance, $44 at the door, includes 
dinner. 

@ NINE ARMENIANS. Trinity Rep 
artistic director Oskar Eustis 
helms the New England premiere 
of Leslie Ayvazian’s play, a warm 
if fragmented comedy that cele- 
brates Armenian-American culture 
and bears witness to the 1915 
genocide in which more than one 
million Armenians were slaugh- 
tered by the Turks. At the center 
of the quasi-expressionistic ethnic 
comedy is the story of idealistic 
young Ani, who, spurred by her 
genocide-survivor grandfather's 
death, travels to Yerevan in 
search of her roots. Dramatically 
sketchy, the play nonetheless has 
its themes and its humor to rec- 
ommend it. And the production 
features a reliable troupe of Trinity 
regulars, with newcomer Elizabeth 
Eidenberg a feisty, radiant Ani. At 
Trinity Repertory Company, 201 
Washington Street, Providence, 
Rhode Island (401-351-4242), 
through November 8. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. on Friday and Saturday 
and at 2 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $24 
to $34; discounts for seniors, stu- 
dents, and the disabled. 

@ OLEANNA. David Mamet's hot- 
button play about sexual harass- 
ment — and other, more insidious 
offenses — in academe. 
Presented by Wharf Rat Produc- 
tions at the House of Seven 
Gables Settlement House, 114 
Derby Street, Salem (978-745- 
9679), November 6 through 22. 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. on Friday and 
Saturday and at 5 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $12 in advance, $15 
at the door. 

@ PICASSO AT THE LAPIN 
AGILE. Provincetown Theater 
Company visits Boston with Steve 
Martin's cerebral comedy set in 
1904 at the Paris boite of the title, 
where a young Pablo Picasso 
makes the acquaintance of a 
young Albert Einstein. Margaret 
Van Sant directs. On the cabaret 
stage at the Improv Asylum, 216 
Hanover Street in the North End, 
Boston (263-6887), November 14 
through December 21. Curtain is 
at 5:30 p.m. on Friday and 
Saturday, at 4 and 8 p.m. on 
Sunday, and at 8 p.m. on Monday. 
Tix $14. 

@ RACING DEMON. The New 
England premiere of Britisher 
David Hare’s 1990 play, one of a 
trilogy of works about British insti- 
tutions — in this case, the Church 





A 


ARF! Cindy Lou was rescued from severe abuse in 
1991 and is now a big star in Annie, with her own 


understudy. 


of England. It's about “the struggle 
of four clergymen to make sense 
of their mission in a working-class 
district of London” — in short, “a 
story about human weariness, 
youthful zealotry, and the politics 
of religion.” David G. Kent directs 
a cast that includes Elliot Norton 
Award-winning actor Douglas 
Stender, Denise Courmier, Marya 
Lowry, and Michael Poisson. At 
Merrimack Repertory Theatre, 50 
East Merrimack Street, Lowell 
(978-454-3926), through Novem- 
ber 15. Curtain is at 8 p.m. 
Wednesday through Saturday 
(with a 2 p.m. Wednesday matinee 
on November 4) and at 2 and 7 
p.m. on Sunday. Tix $22 to $31. 
(See review on page 13.) 
REDHEAD. A revival of the multi- 
ple-Tony-winning 1959 musical, 
directed by Christopher (Jeffrey) 
Ashley. The original production of 
the show — about a wistful dame 
who works in a London wax muse- 
um, until the death of a local 
music-hall performer “finds her 
chasing the villain and falling in 
love with the man of her dreams” 
— starred Gwen Verdon and was 
directed and choreographed by 
Bob Fosse. Stephen Terrell maps 
the footwork here. At Goodspeed 
Opera House, East Haddam, 
Connecticut (860-873-8668), 
through December 13. Curtain is 
at 8 p.m. Wednesday through 
Friday (with a 2 p.m. matinee on 
Wednesday), at 4 and 8:30 p.m. 
on Saturday, and at 2 and 6:30 
p.m. on Sunday. Tix $19 to $41. 
SRICHARD Ill. The high-powered 
Shenandoah Shakespeare Ex- 
press, the national-touring compa- 
ny out of Virginia, comes to town 
with “Shakespeare's first box- 
office hit,” about the physically 
challenged villain who'll stop at 
nothing to attain the English 
throne. At College Center Forum, 
Framingham State College cam- 
pus, 100 = State Street, 
Framingham (508-626-4968), 
November 9. Curtain is at 7:30 
p.m. Tix $6; $4 for seniors, stu- 
dents, and FSC faculty/staff; FSC 
students free. 

@ LA RONDE. A college produc- 
tion of Viennese dramatist Arthur 
Schnitzler's sexual roundelay. At 
the Robsham Theater Arts 
Center, Boston College campus, 
Chestnut Hill (552-4002), through 
November 7. Curtain is at 8 p.m. 
Tix $5. 

@ ROSEMARY’S BABY. “The 
classic horror tale with a musical 
twist by Ryan Landry,” presented 
by the Gold Dust Orphans, 
“Boston's newest outrageous Gay 
Thespians.” Featuring Landry (as 
“the Baby”), Charlie Fineran (as 
Rosemary), and drag queen 
Kandi Kane (as Sally Jesse 
Raphael), the show promises to 
“scare the Baby Jesus outta ya.” 
At the Dollhouse Theatre in the 
Bates Arts Resource Center, 731 
Harrison Avenue, Boston (266- 
8511), through November 21. 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. Thursday 
through Saturday. Tix $15. (See 
review on page 12.) 

@ ROSLYN KIND IN CONCERT. 
The artist better known as Barbra 
Streisand's half-sister performs 
music ranging from Stephen 
Sondheim to Stephen Schwartz. 
Presented by the Jewish Theatre 
of New England at the Leventhal- 
Sidman Jewish Community 








Center, 333 Nahanton Street, 
Newton (965-5226), November 14 
and 15. Curtain is at 8 p.m. on 
Saturday and at 2 and 7 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $25; $23 for seniors 
and students. 

@ RUN FOR YOUR WIFE. A 
British sex farce — what else? 
Presented by Hat Trick Theater 
Company at Riverside Theatre 
Works, Fairmount Avenue, Hyde 
Park (361-5269), November 12 
through 21. Curtain is at 8 p.m. 
Wednesday through Saturday 
and at 7 p.m. on Sunday. Tix 
$15; $12 for seniors and stu- 
dents. 

@ SEASCAPE. Meredith Baker 
directs a student production of 
Edward Albee’s Pulitzer-winning 
drama in which two couples — 
one people, the other sea lizards 
— meet on a beach to “explore 
the meaning of life, the inevitabili- 
ty of death, and the glory of evo- 
lution.” Presented by Emerson 
Stage at the Loft Theatre, 69 
Brimmer Street, Boston (824- 
8000), November 11 through 15. 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. Wednesday 
through Friday, at 2 and 8 p.m. on 
Saturday, and at 2 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $5. 

@ A SENSE OF PLACE or VIR- 
GIL IS STILL THE FROG BOY. 
This new work by Pulitzer Prize 
winner (Talley’s Folly) Lanford 
Wilson is about four arty or suc- 
cessful twentysomethings sharing 
a house in the Hamptons; class 
differences threaten friendship 
when a young proletarian joins 
their tight-knit circle. Presented by 
Connecticut Repertory Theatre in 
its Studio Theatre in the 
Drama/Music Building, corner of 
Route 195 and Bolton Road, 
University of Connecticut cam- 
pus, Storrs, Connecticut (860- 
486-4226), through November 8. 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. on Friday and 
Saturday and at 2 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $7 to $14; discounts 
for seniors and students. 

@ SHEAR MADNESS. The 
dramatis personae of this audi- 
ence-participation whodunit 
(which is now the longest-running 
non-musical in American theater 
history) continue to comb 
Newbury Street for the murderer 
of a classical pianist who lived 
over the unisex hair salon where 
the show is set. At the Charles 
Playhouse Stage ||, 74 Warrenton 
Street, Boston (426-5225), indefi- 
nitely. Curtain is at 8 p.m. 
Tuesday through Friday, at 6:30 
and 9:30 p.m. on Saturday, and 
at 3 and 7:30 p.m. on Sunday. Tix 
$30 to $34. 

@ SINGLE LIVES. The newest 
work by Turkish-American play- 
wright Sinan Unel, whose Pera 
Palas — a New England Theatre 
Conference John Gassner Play- 
writing Award winner — was 
récently produced Off Broadway. 
The new play examines the love 
affair between two men over the 
course of 50 years. Pamela Mills 
directs an Equity cast that 
includes James Bodge and 
Robert Bouffier. At the Boston 
Playwrights’ Theatre, 949 Com- 
monwealth Avenue, Boston (353- 
5443), November 12 through 22. 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. Thursday 
through Saturday and at 2 p.m. 
on Sunday. Tix $15; $10 for 
seniors and students. 

@ SONG AND DANCE. Ac- 





claimed soprano Nancy Arm- 
strong and choreographer/ | 
dancer Susan Dibble, both on the 
Brandeis theater faculty, team up | 
to put on a show. “For the first | 
half of this entertainment extrava- 
ganza, Armstrong will perform 


songs from the Gershwin era in | 


her unique and passionate style 
with Darryl Cooper at the piano 
For the second half of the show, 
Dibble and her Susan Dibble 
Dance Theater company will per- 


form humorous and touching 


works to music by Cole Porter, 
Beethoven, Tom Waits, and 
Chopin.” On the Beigel Mainstage 
of the Spingold Theater Center, 
Brandeis University campus, 
Waltham (781-736-3400), through 
November 8. Curtain is at 8 p.m. 
on Friday and Saturday and at 2 


and 7 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $20 to | 


$22. 

@ THE SPY. “An adaptation of 
the search for truth by Emile Zola 
in the Captain Alfred Dreyfus 
affair a century ago.” Written and 
directed by Dr. Gary C. Vezzoli 
Presented by the Fenway Players 
at Girls Inc., 88 Broad Street, 
Lynn (262-6609), November 14; 


at the Actors Workshop, 40 


Boylston Street, Boston, No- 
vember 21 and 28; and at the 
French Library, 53 Marlborough 
Street, Boston, December 13 
Curtain is at 7:35 p.m. (excepting 
December 13 at 2 p.m.) 
Donations accepted 

@ STEVE SCHALCHLIN: LIVING 
IN THE BONUS ROUND. 
Songwriter, storyteller, and AIDS 
survivor Steve Schalchlin, co- 
author of the Off Broadway hit 
musical The Last Session, per- 
forms a solo cabaret evening. At 
the Cambridge Center for Adult 
Education, 56 Brattle Street 
Cambridge (547-6789 extension 
1), November 6 and 7. Curtain is 
at 8 p.m. Tix $10 

@ SWEENEY TODD, THE 
DEMON BARBER OF FLEET 
STREET. A student production of 
the Tony-winning Stephen 
Sondheim/Hugh Wheeler musical 
that has done more for vegetari- 
anism than any art work since 
The Jungle. Presented by the 
Department of Theatre and the 
Silver Masque, Northeastern 
University, at the Studio Theatre, 
NU Boston campus, November 
12 through 21. Curtain is at 8 
p.m. Wednesday through 
Saturday. Tix $15; $12 for NU 
students. 

@ THE TEMPEST. ACTER (A 
Center for Theater, Education, 
and Research), under the aus- 
pices of the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, presents 
a stripped-down production of 
Shakespeare's farewell to arts, 
featuring “five of London’s most 
distinguished Shakepearean 
actors” and relying on “the poten- 
cy of sheer acting without the 
added enhancements of lavish 
costumes or detailed stage sets.” 
Presented by Wellesley College 
Theatre at Alumnae Hall on the 
Wellesley College campus, 
Wellesley (781-283-2000), 
through November 7. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. Tix $10; $5 for seniors and 
students. 

@ TOAST OF THE TOWN. A 


“cabaret gala benefit,” presented || 


by Frontrunners Boston Chari- 
table Foundation Inc. and the 
AIDS Action Committee to spon- 
sor the Christmas Gift Bag 
Program for People with 
HIV/AIDS, featuring Steve 
Schalchlin, award-winning com- 
poser of the Off Broadway hit The 
Last Session (performing songs 
from the show), and local stars 
Merle Perkins, Bobbie Steinbach, 
and Will McMillan. Also on the bill 
are the Paisley Sisters, Brian De 
Lorenzo, and Erica Leopold. At 
the Tremont Boston, 275 Tremont 
Street, Boston (931-2787), 
November 8. Curtain is at 8 p.m.; 
reception at 7 p.m. Tix $35 in 
advance, $40 at the door, 
includes complimentary hors 


d'oeuvres (with cash bar) before | 


the show; $50 VIP seating. 

@ URBAN BUSH WOMEN — 
SURVIVAL THROUGH CULTUR- 
AL TRADITIONS. A lecture/dem- 


onstration by artistic director 
Jawole Willa Jo Zollar and two | 


members of the acclaimed 


dance/theater ensemble Urban | 
Bush Women, in residence at | 


MIT. “The lecture-demonstration 
will focus on the creative process 
and the use of materials from 
African-American culture and folk- 


lore in performance.” At Kresge | 


Auditorium, 48 Massachusetts 
Avenue, Cambridge (253-4003), 
November 7. Curtain is at 8 p.m. 
Free. 


@ VAIN and THE SCREWDRIV- | 


ER. A bill of one-act plays by 
John Crelan. Vain chronicles the 
“experiences” of a young woman 
reared in rural Vermont, now liv- 
ing in Boston; The Screwdriver is 
set in London and Manchester 
and tells a tale “of melodrama 
with psychopathic humor.” In the 
Back Room at the Burren, Davis 
Square, Somerville (776-6896), 
indefinitely. Curtain is at 3 p.m. on 
Saturday and at 5 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $10 at the door. 
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SATURDAY, NOV. 14 2pM-8pM 
LANSDOWNE ST. PLAYHOUSE * 41 LANSDOWNE ST., BOSTON 
* HOT £ASHION SHOWS BY EROS BOUTIQUE 


* SENSUAL/EROTIC PERFORMANCES & DEMONSTRATIONS 
* YUMMY £00D & STIMULATING COMPANY 
® 


present the 


SEMINARS & TALKS ON fANTASY, ADHRODISIACS & EROTICISH 
EROTIC READINGS 


All included in the single admission price 
of $20 for men $10 for women! 


19+ Positive ID Required 


TICKETS AT DOOR OR 
ADVANCE TICKETS AVAILABLE AT 
THE PHOENIX CLASSISIEDS OFFICE, 328 NEWBURY 8T.; 
: EROS BOUTIQUE, S81A TREMONT ST.; 
RAND OPENING!, 318 HARVARD ST., BROOKLINE 
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MONDAY, NOVEMBER 16TH AT 7PM 


TOM TOMORROW 
PRESENTING A SLIDE SHOW AND DISCUSSING HIS NEW BOOK, 


PENGUIN SOUP 
POR Viele SOUL 


Tom Tomorrow's ever-controversial syndicated comic 
strip,“ This Modern World,” is seen by over six million 
readers each week. Penguin Soup For the Soul takes on 
every issue from product placement in feature films to 
welfare reform and, of course, the Presidential “sexgate.” 
As part of the Barnes & Noble at Boston University 
Author Series, Tom Tomorrow will discuss his book on 
November 16th at 7pm in the Reading Room on Level 5. 
All events are free and open to the public. 


‘Noble 


IVERSITY 


Barnes 
AT BOSTON 


660 Beacon Street * Kenmore Square, Boston 
bttp://bu.bkstore.com * 617.236.7421 


On newsstands ; 
- every Thursday: 


fe: eats 


Wisc » ir VENS 


Bands, Of's, Entertainment 


S77-WSP-1999 


scelebrate multi-dimensional art 
Yih dale: Wa alle] a) ane) mm ol-1a (ol gast-laler-e 
video, sound, installation, 
intermedia, and participatory art 


live music by Neon Grandma 


$12/$10 (stud/sen/fom)in advance 
$15/$12 at the door 


Saturday, November 21, 1998 
8 pm -12 am 

11 Stillings Street 

Boston, MA 


Boston's artist-run center for 
experimental work in all media 


¥a- 2 Or pala = 


idatem el alae 
art party 
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3. Great At mosphere! (Jonas is a charm school graduate) 


14. Great Service! (Play before you pay) 4 od 


CD's, Tapes, LP's, 45's 


i New, Used, Rare, and Vintage 


Hl 10% OFF your entire purchase with this ad } ! 
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a growing team. 


THINK DIFFERENT? 
WORK DIFFERENT. 


You want to be an important and respected member of 
You want a company that gives you 
what you need and gives back to the community. You 
want to get ahead, not get in line. So get on over to 
Starbucks Coffee 


Named one of the Fastest Growing and Top 100 
Companies to Work for in America by Fortune 
Magazine. Hourly opportunities available in the greater 
Boston area include: 


SHIFT SUPERVISORS 


Starbucks is seeking motivated customer-focused part 
ners interested in working in our retail stores. If you have 
these qualities, we invite you to: 


APPLY IN PERSON AT THE 
STARBUCKS STORE NEAREST YOU 


Bring in this ad when you fill out an application for 
a free cup of coffee! 


Partners who work 20+ hours per week receive an excel- 
lent compensation/benefits package, training program 
AND MOST IMPORTANTLY...A FREE POUND OF 
COFFEE A WEEK! 


Starbucks is an equal opportunity employer committed 
to hiring a diverse work team. 


BARISTAS 


www.starbucks.com 


Ki-Ku Spa 


GRAND OPENING! 


WALK-INS WELCOME 


Steam Room 
Dry Sauna 
Exercise 


Body Rubs 


(508) 399-7373 


171 Westminster Ave. S. Attleboro, MA 
(Directly behind Brooks Drugs) 


Directions: From 95 South-exit 29 (Broadway, Pawtucket), turn 
right onto Broadway 1 1/2 miles on left, turn left after Brooks 
onto West Bacon then left onto onto Westminster Ave. 
From 95 North-exit | (Broadway, Pawtucket), turn right off exit 
ramp, first right onto West Bacon then left onto Westminster Ave. 


TICKETWASRLD 


THE BEST TICKETS TO ALL CONCERTS, SPORTS AND THEATER WORLDWIDE 


BILLY 
JOEL 


Hearttord: 12/9 
Boston: 
41/30, 12/2 


NH: 11/24 
Worc: 11/27°11/29 


Sell your car in the 
Phoenix Classifieds 
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**1/2 Offspring, AMERICANA 
(Columbia). When Orange 


| County's platinum-punk prodigies | 
| came out of the heavy-metal closet 


on their major-label debut ('96's 
Ixnay on the Hombrey), it proved 
something punk progeny have 
always known: power ballads 
aren't half as much fun as a good 


| novelty tune. And Offspring’s 


Smash smash “Come Out and 


| Play” — the tune that put the plat- 


inum in their punk — was nothing if 
not a top-notch novelty, every bit 
as crucial to ‘96 playlists as Carl 
Douglas Jr.’s “Kung Fu Fighting” 


| was back in '74 


Americana (in stores this 


| Tuesday) finds Dexter Holland 


boldly leading his boys back to Dr 
Demento land with the looney-tune 
single “Pretty Fly (For a White 
Boy)” — a reverse-angle “Play 
That Funky Music” that aims a jest 


| ing fly-girl hook at “wiggers” with 
bad taste. The disc has its serious | 


moments — crime and punishment 
hits the suburbs amid the tuneful 
surge of “The Kids Aren't Alright.” 


| And some ridiculous ones, too, like 


the long-winded Eastern-tinged 
psychedelic intro to “Pay the Man,” 
which might have worked better as 
the punkified “King Tut” it almost 
sounds like. And while we're 
speaking of covers, you do get an 
amusingly hardcored “Feelings,” a 


| snotty send-up in the tradition of 


“My Way” by perhaps the world’s 
first novelty punk, Sid Vicious. 
— Matt Ashare 


* *1/2 JENNIFER PAIGE (Edel 
America/Hollywood). It's hard to 
believe that the teary-eyed self- 
involvement music of Sarah 
McLachlan merits imitators, but 
Jennifer Paige, whose dreamy 
“Crush” remains lodged in the Top 
10 of the Billboard “Hot 100 
Singles” chart, is a pretty good one 
because she takes’ from 
McLachlan the self-involvement 
but not the embellishments. The 


, contradictions in Paige's music — 
| like that between the flawless pol- 


ish of Andy Goldmark’s arrange- 
ments and the little angsts she 
sings about — feel pretty basic. 
Where McLachlan’s lyrics imply 
profound but unspecific meanings 
and limitless but nameless yearn- 
ings, Paige goes for the simple and 
the immediate. In jazzy steps like 
“Busted,” the soulful “Let It Rain,” 
and a sultry “Just To Have You,” 
and in countryish sighs like 
“Questions,” she reaches across 
the room, not the sky. And if her 
slight soprano, like McLachian's 
voice of dreaminess, rarely grips 
the music’s wrist, at least when 
Paige has to get dreamy (as in 
“Crush”), she’s far too factual to 
perfume a song to death. Which is 
why she can sigh a leaving-you 
song like “Sober,” and still make 
you feel intoxicated. 


— Michael Freedberg 


* * 1/2 Jim Carroll, POOLS OF 
MERCURY (Mercury). It starts 
with a promise of decapitation, as if 
to prove that his punkishness is 
still in effect almost two decades 
after Catholic Boy's skag stories 
turned heads. And it ends with an 
evaluation of Kurt Cobain’s pre- 
blast psyche, part of which was 
published in the New York Times 
after the grunge god's death. 
Finales have always tickled 
Carroll's muse, and this intriguing 
rebirth — he hasn't made a rock 
album in some 14 years — is spot- 
ted with vicious eulogies and 
romanticized endgames. Although 
adept at the theatrics of murmurs 
and insinuation, Carroll makes his 
spoken verse resonate by blowing 
a bit of hot air into it. 

About half the tracks here are 
recitations backlit with abstract 
sounds created by synths or gui- 
tars. Their arty ambiance helps 
frame hyper-poetic lines like “so 
silent, so slow, like the Germanic 
cough drop dissolving on John 
Cage's cautious tongue” while 
reminding us that Carroll is more 
effective at titillation than profundi- 
ty. The rest are rock tunes, and 
these suggest that oomph and 
hooks are also a poet's tools. The 
catchiness of songs like “Falling 
Down Laughing” and “Desert 
Town” balance the more hermetic 
passages. Obfuscation is a rock- 
poesy copout, but Pools of 
Mercury is cloudy only when it 
chooses to be. 

— Jin Macnie 

(Jim Carroll presents an 
evening of spoken word this 
Saturday, November 7, at Mama 
Kin. Call 536-2100.) 


**1/2 Faithless, SUNDAY 8 PM 
(Arista). Faithless came on 
shrewder than a White House spin 





| THE OFFSPRING: Dias € County’ 
| ballads aren't half as much _— as a 1 good novelty tune. 


| doctor with their '97 dance-floor | 
| Staple “Insomnia,” which married a | 
| seductively swirling beat to the 
| rave-friendly soundbite “I can't get | 


no sleep.” But the track relegated 


| the rest of that fine full-length to 
| underground status, making the 


UK band seem just another one-hit 


| export. Sunday 8 PM may attract 
even less notice given its lack of | 
| anything as immediate as the | 
| breakthrough, despite a game | 
| effort with the pleasantly lolling | 
synth-hook-and-breakbeat tune | 


“God Is a DJ.” 
The album offers a more organic 


sort of pre-millennium tension than | 


we've gotten from Tricky (an apt 
comparison given vocalist Maxi 
Jazz's throaty drawl and the band’s 


surging trip-hop bent). Programmer | 


Rollo and keyboardist Sister Bliss 


display skills beyond the trip- | 


hop/dance-music axis, adjusting tex- 


| tures and shaping rhythms to align 
| with tastefully sparse guitar contribu- 


tions, DJ Swamp's skittery scratch- 


ing, and aching vocals from a | 


woman named Dido on the halting, 


gospel-referencing “Hem of His 


Garment.” The curious appearance 


| of Boy George (on the pedestrian | 
| R&B vamp “Why Go?”) suggests | 
that Faithless feel the need to lure 


back the faithful, yet it only interrupts 
the otherwise liquid flow on Sunday. 


(Faithless open for the Asian 
Dub Foundation this Saturday, 
November 7, at Axis. Call 262- 
2437.) 


*** moe., TINCANS AND CAR 
TIRES (550 Music). Some bands 
are not designed to be recorded in 
the studio, but that doesn’t mean 
their CDs have to suck. moe., who 
have won their audience through a 
relentless touring schedule, prove 


the point on this pumped-up and | 


eclectic set, their second for 
Sony’s 550 label. Blending screwi- 
ness with serious chops and com- 
plex compositions with pop sensi- 
bilities, Tin Cans and Car Tires 
veers toward country here and 
funk there but remains just good 
old rock and roll throughout. Built 
on twin electric guitars, bass, and 
drums, the disc sets aside the 
band’s 45-minute jams in favor of a 
dozen tunes of more moderate 
proportions. High spirits and a 
sense of adventure prevail, with 
moe. taking it all only as seriously 
as necessary. Older folks might 
remember Little Feat and NRBQ 
had some of these same qualities, 
though it would be a futile exercise 
to try to pick apart the tangle of all 
things jamming, from the Allmans 
to Zappa, in the mix here. 
— Bill Kisiiuk 
(moe. play the Somerville 
Theatre tonight, November 5. Call 
931-2000.) 








* * His Name Is Alive, FT. LAKE 


(4AD). Some boys get chemistry | 


sets. Others get home recording 
studios. Back in his teens, Warren 
DeFever, who essentially is His 
Name Is Alive, converted his par- 
ents’ suburban Detroit basement 
into a Hipsville USA assembly line 
of experimental pop. The arrange- 
ment has afforded this mad scien- 


tist the opportunity to kick out the | 


indie jams in various guises. 


Working with singer Karin Oliver | 
| and 4AD honcho/producer Ivo | 
| Watts-Russel, DeFever emerged | 


in 1990 with a note-perfect copy of 
the iconic label's patented gumbo 


of goth-ambient atmospherics and | 


banshee vocals. He then moved 
on to more abrasive and eclectic 
fare, employing everything from 


guitar distortion to homemade | 


loops. And on His Name Is Alive’s 
last full-length, Stars on ESP, he 


offered a beguiling re-enactment | 


of the Beach Boys’ “Good 


Vibrations.” The concept this time | 


revolves around new wave and 
soul projections (the disc’s produc- 
er, Steve King, has worked with 
Aretha Franklin and Funkadelic). 


The tunes gurgle with puny Casio | 


keyboards and synth-pop hand- 
claps, Dexy’s 


R&B, and even Hendrixy rock. 


Unfortunately, the cosmic sloppi- | 


ness of the soul jams suggests 
that DeFever may be reaching for 
something beyond his grasp. 

— Patrick Bryant 


(His Name Is Alive open for | 


Komeda this Saturday, November 
7, at the Middle East. Call 864- 
EAST.) 


celtic 
*x*xx1/2 The Saw Doctors, 
SONGS FROM SUN STREET 


(Paradigm). One of their early | 
songs may be called “Me Heart Is | 


Livin’ in the Sixties Still,” but this 


mostly-from-Galway quartet are | 


really living in the still-more-inno- 


cent ’50s, a boys’ world of fast | 
cars, fast friendships, and beauti- | 


ful, unapproachable girls conveyed 
through the sonic language of 
Ricky Nelson, Buddy Holly, and 
the Everly Brothers. On this, their 
second US album (the first was 
last year’s Sing a Powerful Song, 
also on Paradigm), they maintain 
their impressive consistency even 
as a certain ‘50s blandness creeps 
in — perhaps because they’re try- 
ing to avoid topics they and/or 
their label consider too Irish for 
American audiences. Yet their 
lyrics are often deceptively simple. 
“D’Ya Wanna Hear My Guitar” 
invites “Martina” to “play” and 
“hold” it as well. “Best of Friends” 
oe the — why the singer 





Midnight | 
Runners-style goofabiilly, a little | 





platinum-punk prodigies know that power 


wasn't at his best friend's wedding, 
and where that friend is now. 
“Away with the Fairies” is a guy 
song about idealistic love and hap- 
pily-ever-after; the narrator of “I'll 
Be on My Way” could be emigrat- 
ing, facing adulthood, or dying 
The girls remain unapproachable: 
Songs from Sun Street is actually 
all about growing up, or rather not 
growing up — which is its weak- 
ness, but also its strength. 

The good news for fans is that 
this is entirely new material, none 
of it from the Saw Docs’ three 
irish CDs or their numerous EPs. 
The bad news is what's not here: 
the hilarious “Pied Piper” and 
“F.C.A.,” the infectious “Michael D. 
Rocking in the Dail” (addressed to 
an Irish minister of culture) and 
“Presentation Boarder” 
(addressed to the girls of a local 


| college), the touchingly altruistic “I 


Hope You Meet Again,” and, of 
course, “I'd Like To Kiss the 
Bangles” (but was “kiss” the origi- 
nal verb?). Maybe next time, 
along with a song celebrating 
Galway’s triumph in this year’s All- 
ireland Gaelic-football final. 
— Jeffrey Gantz 
(The Saw Doctors play the 
Paradise next Friday, November 
13. Call 423-NEXT.) 


*x*x* Reeltime, LIVE. 1T UP 
(Green Linnet). All things green 
are in bloom these days, and the 
sessions for this high-flying sex- 
tet’s second disc had to be slated 
around the Riverdance schedules 
of fiddler Mairin Fahy and accor- 
dionist Eilis Egan. Sounds like the 
hectic agenda generated some 
high energy. Celtic music relies on 
groove almost as much as funk, 
and liftoff and syncopation are 
everywhere on Live /t Up's barn 
burners. Reeltime are also known 
for their lawlessness — like many 
attentive modernists they broaden 
their scope by yielding to fancies. 
Cutesy eclecticism seldom tickles 
me, but the gypsy Western swing 
of “Nashville Brats” is a certifiable 
hoot and sturdy enough to be remi- 
niscent of the indelible melodies on 
Russ Barenberg’s classic new- 
grass outing, Cowboy Calypso. 
Elsewhere an Italian wedding tune 
is sandwiched between a couple of 
Irish themes; with just the slightest 
wink, it sits soundly. All this esprit 
makes the mawkishness of 
Reeltime’s balladry a bit easier to 
digest. Thomas Moore's “Believe 
Me” could be used for wedding 
vows, and Mairin’s sigh is the main 
ingredient of the melodrama that’s 
“The Mountains of Pomery.” I'll 
trade both for the schmaltzy waltz 
they dedicate to a couple from 
Concord — it walks the right side 
of poignancy. 

— Jim Macaie 


THE SAW DOCTORS: a boys’ world of fast cars, fast friendships, and beautiful, 
unapproachable girls conveyed through the sonic language of Ricky Nelson, Buddy 
Holly, and the Everly Brothers. 





Unless otherwise noted, all film listings this 
week are for Friday November 6 through 
Thursday November 12. Film times often 
change with little notice, so please call the 
theater before heading out. Complete film- 
schedule information is always available 
on the Boston Phoenix Web site at 
http://www.bostonphoenix.com/ 


boston 


ALLSTON CINEMA (277-2140), 214 
Harvard Ave. 

Call for times. 

Rush Hour 

Soldier 

Bride of Chucky 

What Dreams May Come 

CHERI (536-2870), 50 Dalton St. 

The Siege: 1:30, 4:30, 7:20, 10:20 

The Waterboy: 1, 3:15, 5:30, 7:40, 10 
John Carpenter's Vampires: 12:30, 3:30, 
7, 9:45 

Pleasantville: 2, 5, 8, 10:45 

COPLEY PLACE (266-1300), 100 
Huntington Ave. 

No shows before noon Sun. 

The Wizard of Oz: 11 a.m., 11:40 a.m., 
1:20, 2, 3:40, 4:20, 6, 6:40, 8:20, 9:10 
Living Out Loud: 10:20 a.m., noon, 2:20, 
2:45, 4:40, 5:15, 7, 7:45, 9:20, 10:10 

Antz: 10:40 a.m., 11:20 a.m., 1:40, 3:10, 4, 
6:30, 7:35, 8:40 

Practical Magic: 10 a.m., 12:40, 3:20, 
6:20, 9 

What Dreams May Come: 11:10 a.m., 
1:50, 4:30, 7:25, 10 

Soldier: 1, 5:30, 9:50 

Rush Hour: 10:10 a.m., 12:50, 3:30, 6:10, 
8:50 

Bride of Chucky: 10:30 a.m., 2:30, 4:50, 
7:10, 9:40 

There’s Something About Mary: 10:50 
a.m., 1:30, 4:10, 6:50, 9:30 

MUSEUM OF SCIENCE, Omni Theatre 
(723-2500), Science Park, Boston. Tickets 
$7.50, $5.50 for children and seniors; 
Mon.-Wed. at 7 p.m. or later, $5, $3 for 
children and seniors. 

Amazon: Fri.-Sun., Wed., 10 a.m., 2, 4, 6, 
8; Mon., 10 a.m., 2, 4; Tues., Thurs., 10 
a.m., 2, 4,8 

Everest: Fri., 1, 3, 7, 10; Sat., 11 a.m., 1, 
3, 7, 10; Sun., Wed., 11 a.m., 1, 3, 7; Mon., 
1, 3; Tues., Thurs., 1, 3, 7 

Thrill Ride: Fri.-Sun., Thurs., noon, 5, 9; 
Mon.-Wed., noon, 5 

NICKELODEON (424-1500), 606 Comm. 
Ave. 

Velvet Goldmine: 1:30, 4:30, 7:20, 10 
The Big Chill: 2, 4:50, 7:30, 10:10 
American History X: 1:15, 4, 7, 9:40 

Apt Pupil: 1:45, 4:20, 7,:10 9:40 

Beloved: 1:45, 4:40, 8 


CHESTNUT HILL (277-2500), Rte. 9 and 
Hammond St. 

The Waterboy: 1:50, 4:10, 7:20, 9:30 

Apt Pupil: 140, 4, 7:10, 9:45 

Beloved: 1:10, 4:30, 7:45 

Practical Magic: 1:20, 3:40, 7, 9:20 
There's Something About Mary: 1:30, 
3:50, 7:30, 9:50 

CIRCLE CINEMA (566-4040), Cleveland 
Circle. 

Call for times. 

The Siege 

Living Out Loud 

Belly 

John Carpenter's Vampires 
Pleasantville 

Antz 

COOLIDGE CORNER (734-2500), 290 
Harvard St. 

Happiness: 2, 4:40, 7:20, 10; Sat.-Sun., 
11:20 a.m. 

Touch of Evil: Fri., 3, 5:15, 7:30, 9:45; 
Sat., 12:45, 3; Sun., 9:45; Mon.-Wed., 
1:45, 4; Thurs., 1:45, 4, 9:45 

Man is a Woman: Sat., 7 

Pick a Card: Sat., 9:30 

The Personals: Sun., 2 

A Letter Without Words: Sun., 4:30 
Rothschild’s Violin: Sun., 7 

Evgueni Khaidei: Mon., 7 

An Ordinary President: Mon.,: 


DOLLS AND DOLLS: getting close got 
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film listings 


God Does Not Believe in Us Anymore: 
Tues., 7 

Treyf: Tues., 9 

Everything Is Fine: Wed., 6:30 

Haifa: Wed., 9 

Train of Life: Thurs., 7 

Spike & Mike's Sick & Twisted Festival 
of Animation 1998: Fri.-Sat., midnight 
Heidi: Sat.-Sun., 11 a.m 


cambridge 


BRATTLE (876-6837), 40 Brattle St., 
Harvard Sq. 

Sonatine: Fri.-Sat., 4,8 

Fireworks: Fri., 6, 10; Sat., 2, 6, 10 

Merry Christmas, Mr. Lawrence: Sun., 
3:15, 7:30 

Gonin: Sun., 1, 5:30, 9:50 

The Man Who Fell to Earth: Mon., 3, 7:30 
Ziggy Stardust and the Spiders from 
Mars: Mon.-Tues., 5:40, 10 

Free Tibet: Wed., 2, 4, 6, 8, 10; Thurs., 4, 
6, 8, 10 

FRESH POND MALL (661-2900), 168 
Alewite Brook Parkway 

The Siege: 12:20, 1:20, 3, 4, 6:40, 7:40, 
9:20, 10:20 

The Waterboy: 12:10, 12:40, 2:20, 2:50, 
4:30, 5:10, 7:20, 7:50, 9:30, 10:10 

The Wizard of Oz: noon, 2:30, 5, 7:30, 10 
John Carpenter's Vampires: 1, 3:30, 7, 
9:40 

Apt Pupil: 1:30, 8:10 

Practical Magic: 1:10, 3:40, 7:10, 9:50 
Bride of Chucky: 4:10, 10:40 

Antz: 12:30, 2:40, 4:50, 6:50, 9:10 

Rush Hour: 12:50, 3:10, 5:30, 8, 10:30 
HARVARD SQUARE (864-4580), 10 
Church St 

Living Out Loud: 12:30, 2:50, 5:10, 7:45, 
10:15 

Velvet Goldmine: 1:30, 4, 7:15, 9:50 
American History X: 1:15, 4:30, 7, 9:30 
Pleasantville: 1, 3:40, 6:30, 9:15 
Beloved: 12:45, 4:15, 8 

The Rocky Horror Picture Show: Sat., 
midnight 

KENDALL SQUARE CINEMA (494-9800), 
One Kendall Sq. 

No shows before 1:30 on weekdays. 

Life is Beautiful: 11:45 a.m., 2:15, 4:45, 
7:20, 9:55 

Happiness: 1, 4, 7, 10:05 

The Big Chill: 12:30, 2:50, 5:10, 7:30, 
9:50 

Monument Ave.: 12:25, 2:30, 4:50, 7:10 
9:30 

The Alarmist: 12:40, 3, 5:20, 7:35, 9:45 
Next Stop, Wonderland: 1:15, 3:30, 5:40, 
8, 10:15 

The Celebration: 12:15, 2:40, 4:55, 7:15, 
9:40 

Lolita: 12:05, 3:10, 7:05, 10 

Orgazmo: 3:20, 5:30, 7:55 (no show 
Wed.-Thurs.), 10:10; Sat., 12:50 


suburbs 


ARLINGTON, Capitol (781-648-4340), 204 
Mass. Ave. 

No shows before 1 Fri., Mon.-Tues., 
Thurs.. 

What Dreams May Come: 11:40 a.m., 
2:05, 4:40, 7:05, 9:20 

There’s Something About Mary: 11:50 
a.m., 2:15, 4:35, 7:20, 9:35 

Pecker: 12:05, 1:45, 3:30, 5:30, 7:30, 9:30 
The Mighty: 11:45 a.m., 2:10 

Soldier: 6:20, 8:10, 10 

One True Thing: noon, 2:25, 4:50, 7:15, 
9:40 

Saving Private Ryan: 5:15, 8:30 

Ever After: 11:30 a.m., 1:45, 4 
BELMONT, Studio Cinema (484-9751), 
376 Trapelo Rd. 

Call for times. 

The Mighty 

What Dreams May Come 

BEVERLY, Cabot Street Cinema (978- 
927-3677), 286 Cabot St. 

A Soldier’s Daughter Never Cries: Fri.- 
Sat., Mon., 5:15, 8 

Seventh Heaven: Tues., 5:30, 8; Wed., 2, 
5:30, 8 

One True Thing: Thurs., 5:15, 8 
BRAINTREE, General Cinema (781-848- 
1070), South Shore Plaza 


The Siege: 1:30, 4:20, 7:15, 9:55 

The Waterboy: 1:10, 3:10, 5:15, 7:30, 
9:40 

The Wizard of Oz: 1:45, 4:45, 7, 9:20 
John Carpenter's Vampires: 2, 5:20, 
7:45, 10:05 

Pleasantville: 1:20, 4, 6:50, 9:30 

Beloved: 1, 4:30, 8 

Practical Magic: 1:50, 4:15, 6:45, 9:10 
Antz: 1, 3, 5, 7:10, 9:15 

Rush Hour: Fri.-Wed., 1, 3:05, 5:05, 7:20, 
9:30; Thurs., 2, 4:30, 9:30 

Soldier: 2, 5:10 

Bride of Chucky: Fri.-Sat., 10:15; Sun.- 
Thurs., 10:05 

Apt Pupil: 7:50 

BURLINGTON, General Cinema |-X (781 
229-9200), Middlesex Turnpike, off Rte 
128 Exit 32B 

The Siege: 12:45, 3:35, 7, 9:40 

The Waterboy: 12:30, 2:45. 5. 7:25. 9:50 
The Wizard of Oz: 1:15, 4, 7:05, 9:35 
John Carpenter's Vampires: 1:15, 4, 
7:35, 10:15 

Beloved: 12:40, 4:15, 8 

Practical Magic: 1, 3:45, 6:55, 9:45 

Antz: 12:30, 2:35, 4:45, 6:50, 9 

What Dreams May Come: 12:50, 3:45, 
7:10, 9:55 

There's Something About Mary: 4:25, 
7:20, 10:05 

Bride of Chucky: 7:40, 10 

Apt Pupil: 12:35, 3:30 

Soldier: 1:35 

CLINTON, The Last Strand Cinema and 
Drafthouse (978-365-5500), 58 High St 
Saving Private Ryan: Fri.-Sun., 7:15; 
Tues.-Thurs., 7:30 

DANVERS, Cinema City, Sony Theatres 
(781-593-2100) or (978-777-2555), Rte 
128 Exit 24 

The Wizard of Oz: 1:15, 3:45, 7:15, 9:50 
Practical Magic: 1:45, 6:45 

Soldier: 4:15, 9:30 

The Waterboy: 12:30, 1:30, 2:45, 4, 5, 
6:30, 7:30, 9:15, 10 

Pieasantville: 12:45, 3:30, 7, 10:10 

John Carpenter's Vampires: 1, 4:30, 
7:45, 10:20 

DANVERS, Liberty Tree Mall, Sony 
Theatres (781-599-3122), Rte. 128 Exit 24 
The Siege: 1, 4, 7, 10 

Antz: 12:30, 2:45, 5, 7:30, 9:45 

DEDHAM, Community Theatre (781-326- 
1463), 580 High St. 

Happiness: 6:45, 9:15; Sat.-Sun., 1, 4 
Mulan: Sat.-Sun., 1 

Saving Private Ryan: 7:30; Sat.-Sun., 
Wed., 3:30 

DEDHAM, Showcase 10 (781-326-4955), 
950 Providence St. 

Call for times. 

The Siege 

The Waterboy 

The Wizard of Oz 

Living Out Loud 

Belly 

John Carpenter's Vampires 
Pleasantville 

Beloved 

Practical Magic 

Bride of Chucky 

Antz 

FRAMINGHAM, General Cinema (508- 
628-4400), 22 Flutie Pass, off Worcester 
Rd., Rte 9 

The Siege: noon, 1:10, 2:50, 4:10, 5:30, 
7:10, 8:15, 10:15; Fri.-Sat., 11 

The Waterboy: noon, 1:30, 2:30, 3:45, 
4:45, 6;30, 7:15, 9, 10; Fri-Sat. 11:15 

Life Is Beautiful: 1, 3:45, 6:45, 9:30 

The Wizard of Oz: 1, 4, 7, 9:45 

John Carpenter's Vampires: 12:30, 1:30, 
3, 4, 5:30, 6:30, 8, 9, 10:30; Fri.-Sat., 11:15 
Beloved: 12:40, 4:15, 8 

Practical Magic: 12:45, 3:30, 6:30, 9 
What Dreams May Come: 1:30, 4:30, 
7:30, 10:30 

There’s Something About Mary: 1:15, 
4:15, 7:15, 10 

One True Thing: 1:15, 4, 7, 9:45 

Bride of Chucky: midnight 

Soldier: 2:15 

Kuch Kuch Hota Hai: Sat., 11:30 
HINGHAM, Loring Hall Cinema (781-749- 
1400), 65 Main St. 

There’s Something About Mary: Fri., 7, 
9:15; Sat., 4:30, 7, 9:15; Sun., 4:30, 7:30; 
Mon.-Thurs., 7:30 

LEXINGTON, Flick (781-861-6161), 1794 


the filmmakers on Hitler's hit list for 
Madchen in Uniform, at the Harvard Film Archive. 


GUYS AND GUYS: Tony Shalhoub and Denzel Washington d 
The Siege, at the Cheri, the Fresh Pond, and the Circle. 


Mass. Ave 

Rush Hour: 7; Sat.-Sun., Wed., 3:30 
Clay Pigeons: 9:15; Sat.-Sun., Wed., 
1:15, 3:30 

Next Stop, Wonderland: 7:10, 9:15; Sat.- 
Sun., Wed., 5 

Madeline: Sat.-Sun., 1,3 

MAYNARD, Fine Arts Theatre (978-897- 
8100), 19-21 Summer St. (Rte. 62) 
Practical Magic: Fri, Mon.-Tues., Thurs., 
7, 9; Sat., Wed., 1, 3, 7, 9; Sun., 1, 3, 5, 7 


Saving Private Ryan: Fri., 7:30; Sat., 3, 


7:30; Sun., 3, 7; Mon.-Thurs., 7:15 


The Wizard of Oz: Fri., Mon.-Tues., 
Thurs., 3, 7, 9; Sat., Wed., 1, 3, 7, 9; Sun., 


1,3,5,7 


NATICK, Sony Theatres (781-237-5840), 


Rte. 9, opposite Shopper's World 
Living Out Loud: 2, 4:45, 7:30, 9:50 
Urban Legend: 3:45, 9:15 
Pleasantville: 1:30, 4:15, 7, 9:45 
Apt Pupil: 1, 6:30 


Antz: 1:15, 2:15, 3:15, 4:30, 5:15, 7:15, 


9:30 
Rush Hour: 1:45, 4, 6:45, 9 
Saving Private Ryan: 7:45 


NEWBURYPORT, Screening Room (978- 


462-3456), 82 State St. 


Next Stop, Wonderland: Fri., 6:50, 9; 


Sat., 4:40, 6:50, 9 


Slums of Beverly Hills: Sun., 5:30, 7:30; 


Mon.-Thurs., 7:30 


NEWTON, West Newton Cinema (964- 


6060), 1296 Washington St. 

Life is Beautiful: 1:40, 4:10, 6:45, 9:15 
The Wizard of Oz: 2, 4:20, 7, 9:10 
Lolita: 2:30, 5:20, 8:15 

The Celebration: 1:50, 4:20, 6:50, 9:15 
One True Thing: 9:15 

Smoke Signals: 4:40, 7:20 

Saving Private Ryan: 1:30, 4:50, 8:10 


Air Bud: Golden Receiver: Sat.-Sun., 


11:30 a.m. 
Mulan: Sat.-Sun., 11:30 a.m. 


QUINCY, Quincy Cinema (773-5700), 


1585 Hancock St. 

Call for times. 

The Siege 

The Wizard of Oz 

Living Out Loud 

Belly 

John Carpenter’s Vampires 
Pleasantville 

Practical Magic 

Rush Hour 


RANDOLPH, Showcase Cinema (781- 


963-5600), Rte. 139. 

Call for times. 

The Siege 

The Waterboy 

The Wizard of Oz 

Living Out Loud 

Belly 

John Carpenter’s Vampires 
Soldier 

Pleasantville 

Apt Pupil 

Beloved 

Practical Magic 

Bride of Chucky 

Antz 

Rush Hour 

There’s Something About Mary 


REVERE, Showcase Cinema (781-286- 


1660), Rte. 1 and Squire Rd 

Call for times 

The Siege 

The Waterboy 

The Wizard of Oz 

Living Out Loud 

Belly 

John Carpenter’s Vampires 

Soldier 

Pleasantville 

Aniz 

Practical Magic 

Bride of Chucky 

Rush Hour 

SALEM, Museum Place Cinemas (978- 
744-3700), Church St. at East India Sq. 
The Mask of Zorro: 4, 6:50, 9:40 

Air Bud: Golden Receiver: 5; Sat.-Sun., 
Wed., 1,3 

One True Thing: 7 

Halloween: H20: 9:30 

Small Soldiers: 4:15; Sat.-Sun., Wed., 
1:30 

Armageddon: Fri.-Sun., 6:40, 9:50; Mon.- 
Thurs., 7:30 

The Parent Trap: Sat.-Sun., Wed., 1:15 


SOMERVILLE, Sony Theatres (628-7000), 
35 Middlesex Ave., Assembly Sq. Mall 

The Siege: 12:10, 1:40, 2:40, 4, 5:20, 
6:40, 8, 9:20, 10:30 

The Waterboy: 1:20, 3:30, 5:40, 7:40, 10 
The Wizard of Oz: 2, 4:40, 7:10, 9:30 
Belly: 12:20, 3, 6:50, 9 

John Carpenter's Vampires: 12:50, 3:10, 
7, 9:50 

Apt Pupil: 1 

Pleasantville: 1:10, 3:50, 7, 9:40 
Practical Magic: 1:30, 4:10, 7:30, 10:10 
Beloved: 12:30, 4:30, 8:20 

Bride of Chucky: 3:40, 5:50, 8:10, 10:40 
Antz: noon, 2:15, 4:20, 6:30, 8:35 

Rush Hour: 12:40, 3:20, 5:30, 7:50, 10:20 
SOMERVILLE THEATRE (625-5700), 55 
Davis Sq. 

There’s Something About Mary: 2:15, 
4:40, 7:10, 9:45 

The Mighty: 1, 3:05, 5:10 

Soldier: 7:30, 9:40 

What Dreams May Come: 1, 3:05, 5:20, 
7:40, 10 

Ever After: 12:55, 3:15 

Siums of Beverly Hills: 5:35, 7:35, 9:35 


n/Pi: Mon.-Thurs., 1:10, 3:10, 5:10, 7:05, 


9:30 

Kuch Kuch Hota Hai: Sun., noon, 7:30 
Bade Miyan Chote Miyan: Sun., 4 
WALTHAM, Embassy Cinema (781-893- 
2500), 16 Pine St. 

Apt Pupil: 2:10, 4:40, 7:20, 10 

Next Stop, Wonderland: 2, 4:30, 7:10, 
9:30 (no show Mon.) 

Kuch Kuch Hota Hai: Mon., 9 

The Mighty: 2:20, 5 

Orgazmo: 7:30, 9:40 

A Soldier’s Daughter Never Cries: 1:40, 
4:20, 7:05, 9:50 

Happiness: 1:30, 4:10, 7, 9:55 

Beloved: 1:35, 4:50, 8:15 

WEYMOUTH, Cameo Theater 1 & 2 (781- 
335-2777), Columbia Sq., South 
Weymouth 

The Mask of Zorro: Fri.-Sat., 6:45; Sun.- 
Thurs., 7:15 

Ronin: Fri.-Sat., 7, 9:40; Sun.-Thurs., 7:30 
Air Bud: Golden Receiver: Sat.-Sun., 
Wed., 1, 3, 5 

Small Soldiers: Sat.-Sun., Wed., 1:15, 
3:45 

WEYMOUTH, North Weymouth 10 (781- 
337-5840), Rte. 3A, Harbor Light Mall 

The Waterboy: noon, 12:40, 2:15, 2:50, 
4:20, 5, 6:55, 7:20, 9:10, 9:50 

The Siege: 12:10, 2:45, 5:10, 7:40, 10 
Living Out Loud: 1:10, 3:50, 7:15, 9:40 
The Wizard of Oz: 12:05, 2:40, 4:50, 7:25, 
9:35 

John Carpenter's Vampires: 12:50, 3:30, 
6:50, 9:20 

Practical Magic: 12:45, 3:20 7:30, 9:55 
Pleasantville: 12:25, 3:40, 7:05, 9:45 
Beloved: 12:30, 4, 7:45 

Antz: 1, 3, 5, 7:10, 9:20 

WOBURN, Showcase (781-933-5138), 
Main St., Middlesex Canal Park 

Call for times. 

The Siege 

The Waterboy 

The Wizard of Oz 

Living Out Loud 

John Carpenter's Vampires 

Soldier 

Pleasantville 

Apt Pupil 

Beloved 

Practical Magic 

Antz 

Rush Hour 

There's Something About Mary 

Bride of Chucky: Fri.-Sat 


film specials 


BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY (536-5400, 
ext. 319), 666 Boylston St., Boston. Unless 
otherwise noted, all films screen in the 
Rabb Lecture Hall and admission is free 

— “Making a Difference”: Weapons of the 
Spirit (1986), directed by Pierre Sauvage, 
screens Mon., 6. 

BRIGHTON BRANCH LIBRARY (782- 
6032), 40 Academy Hill Rd., Brighton. 
Free. 

— “Facing History and Ourselves”: 
Weapons of the Spirit (1986), directed by 
Pierre Sauvage, screens Thurs. 6. 


CODMAN SQUARE BRANCH LIBRARY 
(436-8214), 690 Washington St 
Dorchester. Free 

— “Facing History and Ourselves”: Four 
Little Girls (1998), directed by Spike Lee, 
screens Mon., 6:30 

DUDLEY BRANCH LIBRARY (442-6186), 
65 Warren St., Roxbury. Free 

— “Facing History and Ourselves”: Four 
Little Girls (1998), directed by Spike Lee, 
screens Thurs., 6. 

EGLESTON SQUARE BRANCH 
LIBRARY (445-4340), 2044 Columbus 
Ave., Roxbury. Free. 

— “Choosing To Participate”: Four Little 
Girls (1998), directed by Spike Lee, 
screens Thurs., 6:30. 

FRENCH LIBRARY AND CULTURAL 
CENTER (266-4351), 53 Marlborough St., 
Boston. Admission $6, $3 for French 
Library and Cultural Center members. 

— “New England Premiere": Les vam- 
pires: Episode 2 (1915-1916), directed by 
Louis Feuillade, screens Fri., 6. 
HARVARD FILM ARCHIVE (495-4700), 
Carpenter Center for the Visual Arts, 24 
Quincy St., Cambridge. 

— “Masterpieces of Gay & Lesbian 
Cinema”: Flaming Creatures (1963), 
directed by Jack Smith, Looking for 
Langston (1988), directed by Isaac Julien, 
and Dry (1998), directed by Lim Fong Wei, 
screen Fri., 6. Cobra Woman (1944), 
directed by Robert Siodmak, screens Fri., 
8. Posion (1991), directed by Todd 
Haynes, screens Sat., 9; Sun., 7. Working 
Girls (1986), directed by Lizzie Borden. 
screens Mon., 6. ; 
— Persistence (1997), directed by Dan 
Eisenberg, screens Sat., 8. 

— “Three Views of RFK: 30 Years 
After": Robert Kennedy Campaign 
Film: Nebraska (1968), directed by 
Charles Guggenheim, Jingle Bells 
directed by D.A. Pennebaker, and Oh 
(1968), directed by Stan Vanderbeek, 
screen Mon., 8. 

— “A Surrealist Contrary (1924-1998)”: 
“Maya Deren Shorts” (1942-1946) screen 
Thurs., 9:30. 

— “Four Revivals: In 35mm”: Antonio das 
mortes (1969), directed by Glauber 
Rocha, screens Thurs., 7:30. 

— “A Tribute to Albert Maysles: Three 
Short Films About Celebrity": Meet Marion 
Brando (1966), directed by Albert & David 
Maysles and Charlotte Zwein, With Love 
from Truman: A Visit with Truman 
Capote (1966), directed by Albert & David 
Maysles and Charlotte Zwein, and 
Muhammad and Larry (1980), directed by 
Albert & David Maysles, screen Thurs., 
9:30. 

MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS (267-9300, ext. 
300), 465 Huntington Ave., Boston. 
Admission $6.50, $5.50 for MFA members, 
students, and seniors unless otherwise 
noted. 

— “World's Best TV Ads”: “Best of the 
Cannes Advertising Film Festival 1998” 
screens Fri., 7. “British Advertising 
Broadcast Awards” screens Fri., 5:30, 
8:30 

— “Boston Jewish Film Festival”: “Best 
of Ma’ale School” screens Sun., 11 
a.m. Florentene (1997), directed by 
Eytan Fox, screens Sun., 1:15 
“Testament: The Bible in Animation” 
screens Wed., 10:30 a.m. Pop (1998) 
directed by Joel Meyerowitz, screens 
Wed., 12:30. Jenny and Jenny (1997), 
directed by Michal Aviad, and Out for 
Love... Be Back Shortly (1997) 
directed by Dan Katzir, screen Wed., 3 
A Prime Minister's Schedule (1997), 
directed by Shahar Segal, screens 
Thurs., 6. My Heart Is Mine Alone 
(1997), directed by Helma Sanders- 
Brahms, screens Thurs., 8:30 

SOUTH BOSTON BRANCH LIBRARY 
(268-0180), 646 East Broadway, Boston 
Free. 

— “Fall Festival of Films": Hiroshima, 
mon amour (1959), directed by Alain 
Resnais, screens Thurs., 6. 

SOUTH END BRANCH LIBRARY (536- 
8241), 685 Tremont St., Boston. Free. 

— “Facing History and Ourselves”: Four 
Little Girls (1998), directed by Spike Lee, 
screens Sun., 11 a.m. 
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MOVIE OF THE WEEK: Meet Joe Black (1998). Martin Brest directs this 
remake of Death Takes a Holiday, which stars Brad Pitt, Claire Forlani, and 
Anthony Hopkins. Opens next Friday, November 13, at theaters to be announced. 


A 
**xAIR BUD: GOLDEN RECEIV- 
ER (1998). We'll skip the com- 
mentary on the mise-en-scéne 
and just mention that the original 
Air Bud is up in doggie heaven so 
they had to find a new mutt with 
the skills to pay the bills. Last time 
around, Air Bud played basketball. 
Now his owner, Josh (Kevin 


| Zegers), is taking up football, and 


the pup again wants in on the 


action. But matters turn dark: 
| Josh's dad has recently died in an 
| accident, his mom is dating a man 


Josh thinks is having an affair, the 


| football squad is lousy, and a pair 
| of Russian animal thieves (one 
played by Nora Dunn) are after Air 





Bud. Just when it seems that mat 
ters can't get any worse, Air Bud 
dies of a rare viral infection and 
the movie ends. No, no, the damn 


dog wins the game, saves the day, 
teaches everyone a lesson, licks 
his owner, etc. Stay tuned for Air 


Bud: The Next Generation. West 
Newton, suburbs 

THE ALARMIST (1998). See 
“Trailers,” on page 11. Kendall 
Square 

* AMERICAN HISTORY X (1998). 
After shocking his history teacher 
(Elliott Gould) with a research 
paper on Mein Kampf, young 
Danny Vinyard (a bland Edward 
Furlong) gets tutored by the 
school's idealistic principal, Bob 
Sweeney (Avery Brooks), in a 
course he dubs “American History 
X." Danny's first assignment is to 
write about his brother Derek 
(Edward Norton), who's about to 
be released from prison for killing 
a pair of black carjackers. We 
learn, in awkward flashbacks, how 
Derek became a race baiter and 
charismatic leader; but though 
Norton is suitably malevolent and 
fascinating as the swastika’d 
stormtrooper, no one could bring 
conviction to Derek's contrived 
conversions. First-time director 
Tony Kaye's attempt to limn the 
skinhead, neo-Nazi movement is 
clumsy and exploitative; this 
History becomes coherent only 
when Derek articulates his racist 
ideology — arguments, according 
to the film's press notes, culled 
from California governor Pete 
Wilson's’ diatribes against 
Proposition 209. Nickelodeon, 
Harvard Square, suburbs. 
*x*x*1/2 ANTONIO DAS 
MORTES (1969). Brazilian direc- 
tor Glauber Rocha's revolutionary 
classic of anti-colonialism, pagan 
ritual, and spaghetti-western sur- 
realism was admired by Luis 
Bufuel, and it greatly influenced 
the aesthetics of Jean-Luc 
Godard's immersion in political 
cinema. In this sequel to Rocha’s 
Black God, White Devil, Antonio 
returns, but this time he's leading 
the revolutionary resistance 
against the military regime that 
originally hired him. This archival 
35mm print comes from the pri- 
vate collection of Martin Scorsese. 
Harvard Film Archive. 

* **1/2 ANTZ (1998). It’s type- 
casting for Woody Allen: he's a 
neurotic, weak, overly intellectual 
New Yorker who complains to his 
therapist (Paul Mazursky, aptly) 
that he’s paralyzed by his feeling 
of existential insignificance. Also, 
he has six legs. He's Z-4195 (Z for 
short), one of millions of worker 


| ants in a colony beneath Central 


Park — indicated, in the film's 
witty opening shot, by a silhouet- 
ted Manhattan skyline whose 


| Skyscrapers turn out to be blades 








of grass seen from an ant's-eye 
view. Antz is an immensely enter- 
taining computer-animated feature 
of bountiful cleverness, invention, 
and surprising satirical depth. But 
the casting is what takes first 
prize, with a lovable Allen as a 
minor, expendable tunnel digger; 
Sharon Stone as Bala, the 
princess he falls for; Jennifer 
Lopez as his co-worker Azteca; 
Sylvester Stallone as his best 
friend, Weaver; Gene Hackman as 
the power-mad General Mandible; 
and Danny Glover, Dan Aykroyd, 
and Jane Curtin in cameos. It's 
this ensemble that makes Aniz a 
moviegoers’ picnic. Copley Place, 
Fresh Pond, Circle, suburbs 

* xx APT PUPIL (1998). Adapted 
from a Stephen King tale, Bryan 
Singer's genuinely creepy film 
turns on the relationship between 
16-year-old Todd Bowden (Brad 
Renfro) and a local recluse, Kurt 
Dussander (lan McKellen), whom 
Todd recognizes as a fugitive Nazi 
war criminal. Todd blackmails the 
old man, demanding not money 
but the unvarnished accounts of 
his crimes; eventually, the boy 
learns how it feels to be both vic- 
tim and victimizer, and he finds he 
gets a real charge out of the latter 
Nazism is a reality more powerful 
than this movie can handle: the 
specifics of Dussander'’s crimes 
are largely left to the imagination, 
and the word “Jews” is never spo- 
ken in the film. But Apt Pupil does 
serve to remind us that evil is 
more opaque and insuperable 
than in the stories we tell to com- 
fort ourselves. Nickelodeon, Fresh 
Pond, Chestnut Hill, suburbs. 


B 
BELLY (1998). See “Trailers,” on 
page 11. Circle, suburbs. 
* x BELOVED (1998). For about 
five minutes, Jonathan Demme's 
decision to adapt the rarefied, 
magical realism of Toni Morrison's 
Beloved as if it were a Stephen 
King novel seems inspired: the 
passion and the phantasmagoria 
that got left to the imagination in 
Morrison's Pulitzer-winning novel 
explode into dazzling cinematic lit- 
eralism. Not for long, however. 
Oprah Winfrey puts in a meaty 
performance as the escaped slave 
whose refuge in post-bellum Ohio 
disintegrates when a ghost from 
the past returns, and Danny 
Glover as Paul D, a fellow slave 
from the old plantation who shows 
up at her doorstep years later, is 
wise, sensual, and raffish. But 
what were they thinking with 
Thandie Newton's Exorcist-meets- 
Rain-Man performance in the title 
role, a mystery woman whose 
secret is as obvious as her man- 
nered, village-idiot acting? Demme 
should have taken his cue from 
Kimberley Elise, whose portrayal 
of Sethe’s daughter Denver is con- 
tained and devastatingly authentic. 
Had he exercised similar restraint, 
his Beloved might have been less 
belabored. Nickelodeon, Harvard 
Square, Chestnut Hill, suburbs. 
“BEST OF MA’ALE SCHOOL.” A 
selection from the work of 
Jerusalem's School of Communi- 
cation, Art of Film and Television, 
which was founded, in 1989, “to 
encourage work that reflects reli- 
gious values.” (See our review of 
the Boston Jewish Film Festival, 
on page 9.) Museum of Fine Arts. 
**1/2 THE BIG CHILL (1983). 
Lawrence Kasdan’s’ yuppie 
soaper, about seven ex-counter- 
culture activists who reunite at the 








funeral of a former classmate, gets 
a 15th-anniversary re-release. As 
a message movie, this is thin stuff: 
all Kasdan ends up saying is that it 
sure is a cold, cruel world out 
there, and that those who experi- 
enced the '60s are now teeming 
with guilt about wealth and status 
But the characters are sure to 
strike chords of recognition among 
moviegoers over 40, and Jeff 
Goldblum and William Hurt bring 
their roles an ironic humor and 
anger that cuts through the 
movie's air of nostalgia for the 
faded golden age. With Kevin 
Kline, Glenn Close, JoBeth 
Williams, Mary Kay Place, Tom 
Berenger, and Meg Tilly. (See 
“State of the Art,” on page 5.) 
Nickelodeon, Kendall Square, sub 
urbs 

* 1/2 BRIDE OF CHUCKY (1998). 
As with most horror franchises, the 
original was a funny, scary movie 
with a neat premise and the ensu- 
ing sequels quickly descended 
into silliness. Cashing in on the 
slasher-film resurgence, Chucky 
returns for the silliest installment 
yet. His ex-girlfriend Tiffany (a 
boobular Jennifer Tilly) reincar- 
nates the killer doll, who slaugh- 
ters her and sends her spirit into 
another doll. Seeking the magical 
amulet that will put them back into 
human bodies, Chucky and Tiffany 
hijack a pretty teenage couple who 
get blamed for Chucky’s murders. 
Bride of Chucky is one Party of 
Five cast member short of being 
another Scream knockoff, though 
it certainly pays tribute with a sar- 
castic commentary on the horror 
genre. But there aren't enough 
jokes to sustain this as a comedy, 
and the only truly terrifying scene 
is the one where Chucky gets laid. 
Copley Place, Fresh Pond, 
Allston, suburbs. 


Cc 

***1/2 THE CELEBRATION 
(1998). Director Thomas Vinter- 
berg is one of the four Danish film- 
makers (including Lars von Trier) 
who signed the “Dogma 95” “vow 
of chastity” promising films that 
were cheaply made, free of studio 
trickery, and emotionally truthful. 
The Celebration delivers: fans of 
Trier's Kingdom series will recog- 
nize the grainy film stock, jittery 
editing, smeary lighting, and wildly 
canted camera angles. It’s a stud- 
ied rawness in the service of a 
powerful family melodrama. Three 
adult children — Christian (Ulrich 
Thomsen), Michael (Thomas Bo 
Larsen), and Helene (Paprika 
Steen) — and assorted friends 
gather at a manor house to cele- 
brate the 60th birthday of family 
patriarch Helge (Henning 
Moritzen). The toasts start out 
stuffy — then Christian, the eldest 
son, speaks up, accusing his 
father of unspeakable family 
crimes. By the time the dishes are 
cleared, all hell has broken loose. 
Trapped in a nightmare of denial, 
guilt, rage, and impotence, the 
family seek catharsis in a rite as 
old as Greek tragedy and as crass 
as Jerry Springer. Kendall Square, 
West Newton 
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COBRA WOMAN (1944). Robert 
Siodmak's zany desert tale stars 
the silliest of actresses, Maria 
Montez, as good-and-evil twins 
and bare-chested Sabu in a side- 
kick role. This movie was appropri- 
ated by the gay subterranean film- 
makers of 1960s New York — i.e., 
Jack Smith and Ken Jacobs, who 
made “Cobra” films and elevated 
the awkwardly untalented Montez 
into an ironic cultural icon. This 
showing will be followed by a 
panel on “Lesbians and Gays and 
Camp,” with critics Loren King and 
Stephen Brophy from Bay 
Windows, British filmmaker Isaac 
Julien (Looking for Langston), and 
the Brattle Theatre's Marianne 
Lampke. Harvard Film Archive 


E 
* EVER AFTER: A CINDERELLA 
STORY (1998). This revisionist 
Cinderella tale not only ditches the 
pumpkin and the mice but swaps 
the fairy godmother for . . 
Leonardo da Vinci? Co-writer/ 
director Andy Tennant (Fools 
Rush In) makes some curious 
choices here, the least of which is 
his decision to favor chutzpah over 
hocus-pocus. Drew Barrymore's 
hearth maiden quotes Thomas 
More, parries like a pirate, and 
tells her wicked step-relatives 
(Anjelica Huston, Megan Dodds, 
and Melanie Lynskey) to screw 
thee. Alas, the love of a good 
prince (an unmemorable Dougray 
Scott) still doesn't come easily for 
this plucky child of the soot. 
Barrymore aces her 16th-century 
elocution, but her vampy mag- 
netism — always her dominant 
charm — is snuffed in this goody- 
goody role. Likewise, tedious der- 
ring-do and the flat slapstick of the 
misplaced Signor da Vinci (Patrick 
Godfrey) make the stretch 
between “once upon a time” and 
“happily ever after” drag like 
Rapunzel's hair. Despite the femi- 
nist twist, this Cinderella story is 
still Grimm. Arlington Capitol, 
Somerville Theatre, suburbs. 
* * x x EVEREST (1998). The 
Mugar Omni Theatre and the 
IMAX format are perfect for a 
movie about the world’s highest 
mountain, and David Breashears’s 
film is very nearly perfect. Just 
developing an IMAX camera light 
enough to take to the summit was 
an astonishing feat — but not as 
mind-boggling as the view you get 
when Breashears's team (which 
includes Jamling Tenzing Norgay, 
son of the Sherpa who climbed 
Everest with Edmund Hillary) 
reaches the top. May 1996 was 
also the black month that claimed 
eight lives in one day, and that too 
becomes part of the story, though 
the moviemakers are reluctant to 
dwell on the mistakes that other 
teams may have made. The 45- 
minute film is accompanied by a 
special relief model and exhibit; 
you'll have to call for tickets in 
advance, but don't let that stop 
you. Museum of Science. 
EVERYTHING IS FINE (1992). 
Yury Khashchevatsky’s combina- 
tion of documentary footage and 
musical numbers demonstrates 
that life in the anti-Semitic former 
Soviet republics is anything but 
fine, and yet Jewish life survives 
and is celebrated. (See our review 
of the Boston Jewish Film Festival, 
on page 9.) Coolidge Corner. 
EVGUENI KHALDEI: PHOTOG- 
RAPHER UNDER STALIN (1997). 
Marc-Henri Wajnberg directs this 
documentary study of the photog- 
rapher who, orphaned by 
pogroms, went on the record the 
fall of the Reichstag, the Nirnberg 
Trials, and the Yalta Conference. 
It will be preceded by Arkady 
Yakhnis’s 27-minute short 
“Farewell,” in which the director's 
90-year-old father leaves his 
Bessarabian shtetl and emigrates 





to Israel. (See our review of the 
Boston Jewish Film Festival, on 
page 9.) Coolidge Corner. 


a 
*x*x*xxFIREWORKS (1998). So 
very cool, and so deeply, unapolo- 
getically violent, this vehicle for 
Takeshi “Beat” Kitano (a ubiqui- 
tous comedian and talk-show host 
in Japan, Letterman and Seinfeld 
rolled into one) is just totally a 
Quentin Tarantino kind of movie 
Kitano’s Detective Nishi is a small, 
compact man with the tired, hard- 
ened face of an Asian Charles 
Bronson. He's faced tragedy: his 
best cop friend is paralyzed from 
having been shot; another cop 
was killed in front of him; his 
daughter has died before the 
movie begins; his wife is mute and 
depressed in a hospital, possibly 
dying of leukemia. The bloodlet- 
ting sequences allow you to feel 
the punch to the face, the hard 
kick to the ribs; they give you a 
glimpse of bullet holes democracti- 
Cally blasted throughout the anato- 
my. But there’s far more to 
Fireworks than the spasms of 
killing. There’s poetry, tenderness, 
Eastern existentialist philosophy. 
There's a mesmerizing, tragic love 
story. The most poignant scenes 
come when Nishi takes his wife off 
in a van for obviously their last trip 
They camp beneath Mount Fuji, 
they fish, they play guessing 
games. It's all so simple, what 
they have and are about to lose. 
The secret of life? Filmmaker 
Kitano makes it seem so. Brattle. 
FLORENTENE (1997). See our 
review of the Boston Jewish Film 
Festival, on page 9. Museum of 
Fine Arts 
FREE TIBET (1998). See 
“Trailers,” on page 11. Brattle 


G 
“GAY AESTHETICS.” Three for- 
mally disparate gay films: Jack 
Smith's Flaming Creatures (1963), 
a transvestite orgy of pre-Warhol 
non-acting, an influence on John 
Waters and the Theatre of the 
Ridiculous; Isaac Julien’s Looking 
for Langston (1988), a stylized, 
poetic film biography of the 
Harlem poet Langston Hughes, 
black and gay; and Lim Fong 
Wei's Dry (1998), a peek at an 
American interracial coupling by a 
BU filmmaking student from 
Singapore. Julien and Fong will 
speak about their films. Harvard 
Film Archive. 
GOD DOES NOT BELIEVE IN US 
ANYMORE (1983). This, the first 
installment of Axel Corti's 
acclaimed trilogy Where To and 
Back, begins in Vienna on 
Kristalinacht (November 10, 
1938), as Austrian Jews attempt to 
hide or escape. Armin Mueller- 
Stahl stars. (See our review of the 
Boston Jewish Film Festival, on 
page 9. Coolidge Corner. 
* **xGONIN (1995). Even though 
Takeshi “Beat” Kitano doesn't 
appear till midway through director 
Takashi Ishii’s violent phantas- 
magoria, Gonin is a must-see. The 
director's experience as a manga 
comic-book artist is in full flower in 
this story of five men who rob a 
local yakuza gang — which in 
retaliation sends after them a pair 
of hit men (one of them Kitano) 
who are also lovers. Every homo- 
erotic subtext in John Woo is here 
pushed to extremes, and Naoto 
Takenaka is memorable as the 
unhinged Ogiwara, a laid-off exec- 
utive with a spastic giggle. Brattle. 


H 
HAIFA (1996). Rashid 
Masharawi's film stars Mohammad 
Bakri in the title role as a former 
bus driver who takes up residence 
in an abandoned bus in a 
Palestinian refugee camp. (See 
our review of the Boston Jewish 


| 
Film Festival, on page 9.) | 
Coolidge Corner. 
* * 1/2 HAPPINESS (1998). Todd | 
Solondz, whose Welcome to the 
Dollhouse demonstrated depth 
and subtlety in its outrageousness, 
falls back on cheap thrills and 
kneejerk irony here. This parody of 
suburban New Jersey complacen 
cy (which is screening in its origi 
nal version, not cut, as had been 
rumored) revolves around three 
sisters: the Candide-like Joy (Jane 
Adams), celebrity writer Helen (an 
acerbic Lara Flynn Boyle), and 
housewife Trish (a colorless 
Cynthia Stevenson), whose 
Straight-arrow psychiatrist hus 
band, Bill (a wrenchingly torment- 
ed Dylan Baker), turns out to have 
a weakness for young boys. When 
their son Billy confronts his father 
about his malady, Solondz 
achieves the balance of horror and 
black comedy he aspires to. More 
such humanity to offset the ubiqui 


tous monstrosity and haplessness | 


would have made Happiness more 


moving — and funnier. Kendall | 


Square, Coolidge Corner. 


**x*x HEIDI (1937). Shirley 


Temple plays the heroine in this | 


all-time classic, a 19th-century 
Swiss-set children's tearjerker 
Dimpled little Heidi is taken from 
her kindly, white-bearded grandfa 
ther (actor Jean Hersholt, he of 
the Oscars’ Humanitarian Award) 
to live with the not-so-kindly 
Fraulein Rottenmeir (Mary Nash) 
Direction is by the enormously 
prolific Allan Dwan, who made 


more than 100 features; here he 


adds a bunch of funny gags to 
lighten what seemed to him a 
story as cruel as Uncle Tom's 
Cabin. Coolidge Corner 


J 
JENNY AND JENNY (1997). The 
title characters in this Michal Aviad 
film are 17-year-old first cousins 
growing up in a working-class sub- 


urb of Tel Aviv. (See our review of | 


the Boston Jewish Film Festival, 
on page 9.) Museum of Fine Arts 


JOHN CARPENTER’S VAN- | 


PIRES (1998). See “Trailers,” on 
page 11. Cheri, Fresh Pond, 
Circle, suburbs. 


L 


A LETTER WITHOUT WORDS | 


(1998). See our review of the 
Boston Jewish Film Festival, on 
page 9. This film is preceded by 
the 10-minute animated short 
“Silence,” about a child survivor of 
Theresienstadt. Coolidge Corner 

“LETHAL LESBIANS.” A video- 
clip showing by San Francis- 
co-based culture critic B. Ruby 
Rich of a '90s genre she discov- 
ered in which two women team up 
for murder and mayhem. Maybe 


they're lovers, maybe not, but | 


there's always a lesbian implica- 
tion in such films as Faster 
Pussycat! Kill! Kill!, Basic Instinct, 
and Heavenly Creatures. Before 


the screening, Rich, a native of | 


Newton, will sign copies of her 


new book, Chick Flicks: Theories | 
and Memories of the Feminist Film | 


Movement. Harvard Film Archive 

* LIFE IS BEAUTIFUL (1998). 
Comedian Roberto Benigni’s con- 
troversial Holocaust fable has gar- 
nered audience awards at 


Cannes, Toronto, and Vancouver | 


plus endorsements from groups 
like the Anti-Defamation League, 
and it won the Best Jewish 
Experience Award at the 


Jerusalem Film Fest. The first half | 


describes the improbable (in view 
of the anti-Semitic laws) courtship 
of Guido (Benigni), a homely 
Jewish waiter in the Tuscan town 
of Arezzo, and Dora (Nicolette | 
Braschi, Benigni’s wife), an aristo- | 
crat schoolteacher; your reaction 
will depend on whether you find 
the utterly goy Benigni's Jerry 


Continued on page 52 | 
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Lewis/Robin Williams—like antics 
amusing or sophomoric. Cut to 
five years later: Guido and Dora 
have an adorable charcoal-eyed 
little boy, Giosué (Giorgio 
Cantarini), but the Nazis are 
rounding up italian Jews, and so 
the whole family are shipped off to 
some unnamed death camp, 
where, to protect Giosué, Guido 
pretends it's all a game. The con- 
cept is well-intended and at times 
even moving, but the way Guido 
capers about like the Hogan's 
Heroes gang at Stalag 13 trivial- 
izes what happened at places like 
Auschwitz and Dachau: no heads 
are shaved, and death takes place 
off screen. The feel-good Final 
Solution ending cheers the sur- 
vival of a few while ignoring the 


extermination of millions its a 
smiley-face Holocaust. See 
Benigni's film and decide for your- 
self but don't be surprised if 


you find Life Is Beautiful untorgiv- 


ably obscene. Kendall Square, 
West Newton 

LIVING OUT LOUD (1998). See 
“Trailers,” on page 11. Copley 


Place, Harvard Square, Circle, 
suburbs 

* * x LOLITA (1998). Misgivings 
about this Adrian Lyne—directed 
version of Viadimir Nabokov's 
sublime novel are eased in the 
first few minutes. Humbert 
Humbert (Jeremy Irons) is heard 
in voiceover in the first of many 
quotations from the novel — and 
these go a long way to making the 
Story’s despicable events not only 
comprehensible but tragically 
moving, as well as defusing the 
film's lapses in taste. Throw in 
Lyne’s (for the most part) unchar- 
acteristic visual restraint and inspi- 
ration, Stephen Schiff's shrewd 
screenplay, and solid perfor- 
mances headed by Irons (his best 
since Dead Ringers) and newcom- 
er Dominique Swain (a bit horsy 
but deftly balancing the nymphet's 
guile and ingenuousness) and this 
Lolita comes Close to transforming 
the sordid case history of a 
fortysomething European pedant 
obsessed with a precocious but 
otherwise ordinary 12-year-old girl 
into a universal ode to loss and 
desire. Kendall Square, West 
Newton, suburbs 


M 
MADCHEN IN UNIFORM (1931). 
This German classic by early 
woman filmmaker Leontine Sagan 
is probably the first feature ever to 
deal with overtly lesbian subject 








and pick up your complimentary pass for 
two to the November 11th screening of 


matter. A feisty 14-year-old girl 
gets a crush on her female teach- 
er in a Potsdam boarding school 
for the daughters of Prussian offi- 
cers. Needless to say, the Nazis 
objected when they came to 
power, and the director and 
woman screenwriter, Christa 
Winsloe, had to flee Germany. 
Winsloe was later murdered by 
the Nazis in Vichy France 
Harvard Film Archive 

MAN IS A WOMAN (1997). This 
comedy is about a Yiddish 
chanteuse in Paris who falls for a 
klezmer musician she meets at a 
wedding — problem is, he’s in 
love with the groom. Elsa 
Zylberstein and Antoine de 
Caunes star; Jean-Jacques 
Silbermann (who will appear in 
person) directs. (See our review of 
the Boston Jewish Film Festival, 
on page 9.) Coolidge Corner. 

* x * THE MAN WHO FELL TO 
EARTH (1976). In this thinking 
person's sci-fi, David Bowie is the 
perfect skinny androgyne as the 
guy who tumbles here from out of 
space but pines for his wife and 
kids (are they alive or dead?) back 
on his arid planet. Meanwhile, he 
gets mixed up with an earthly 
mover-and-shaker (Buck Henry), a 
womanizing science prof (Rip 
Torn), and a plain-jane American 
girl (Candy Clark) who desperately 
loves him. Director Nicolas Roeg's 
chaotic, original editing is thrilling 
and sensual when it works, 
damned confusing when it mud- 
dies the narrative. There are fabu- 
lous sequences, i.e., when Bowie 
removes his earthly disguise, 
including fake eyeballs, and 
appears before Candy Clark in his 
true alien guise — no wonder she 
recoils in horror! But the film is 
overlong, occasionally more drag- 
gy than druggy; and it frustratingly 
misses out on being one of the 
great science-fiction films. Brattle. 
MAYA DEREN: MOTHER OF 
THE AMERICAN UNDER- 
GROUND (1943-'46). Dancer, 
ethnographer, philosopher, visual 
poet, Maya Deren dreams her way 
through Freudian environs. This 
series includes “Meshes of the 
Afternoon,” “At Land,” “Witch's 
Cradle,” “The Private Life of a 
Cat,” and “Ritual in Transfigured 
Time.” The “dream” casts include 
John Cage and Anais Nin. 
Harvard Film Archive 

* x *xMERRY CHRISTMAS, MR. 
LAWRENCE (1983). Set on Java 
in 1942, Nagisa Oshima's sado- 
masochistic, anti-The Bridge on 
the River Kwai yarn about life in a 
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POP: despite Alzheimer’s disease, Hy Meyerowitz (here with grandson Sasha) is 


always fully present. 


Japanese POW camp casts David 
Bowie and Tom Conti as a pair of 
stiff-upper-lip British soldiers who 
are forced to play cross-cultural 
mind games with the imperious 
camp commanders. Among the 
camp's staff are Takeshi “Beat” 
Kitano, before he became a cool 
filmmaker. Japanese pop-music 
star Ryuichi Sakamoto has power- 
ful moments as the glowering 
Captain Yonoi. He also composed 
the film's wonderfully rhapsodic 
score — be sure to get the CD. 
Brattle. 

*x**x*xTHE MIGHTY (1998). 
Director Peter Chelsom's adapta- 
tion of Rodman Philbrick’'s 
acclaimed novel Freak the Mighty 
is an amiable little gem that pre- 
vails despite some heavy-handed 
moments. Credit Elden Henson 
and Kieran Culkin (yes, 
Macaulay's younger brother) and 
the chemistry they forge as two 
socially outcast seventh-graders, 
Culkin an intellectual prodigy 
physically stunted by Morquio's 
syndrome, Henson a gentle giant 
afflicted by learning disabilities 
and a troubled upbringing 
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Physically and mentally the boys 
complete each other, inventing a 
fantastical being called “Freak the 
Mighty” who thwarts the ill doings 
of local bullies, resolves the 
heinous domestic scars inflicted 
by Max's nefarious father, and ulti- 
mately confronts death. The all- 
star adult line-up includes Sharon 
Stone as Kevin's single mother, 
Gena Rowlands, Harry Dean 
Stanton, and James Gandolfini as 
Max's father, plus X-File-er Gillian 
Anderson playing a ratty, down- 
and-nearly-out lowlife shacked up 
with Meat Loaf. Arlington Capitol, 
Somerville Theatre, suburbs. 

* * MONUMENT AVE. (1998). For 
his variation on the Boston-tough- 
guys film (Next Stop, Wonderland, 
The North End, Southie), Ted 
Demme cast Denis Leary as a 
Charlestown car thief whose com- 
placent, larcenous lifestyle crum- 
bles when friends and relatives 
get whacked for perceived viola- 
tions of the local code of silence. 
Should he buck tradition and be a 
snitch, turning in ruthless mob 
chieftain Colm Meaney to world- 
weary police inspector Martin 


Sheen? Should he just count his 
money and keep quiet? Take jus- 
tice into his own hands? As those 
questions stumble toward their 
predictable resolutions, most of 
the film's best moments remain 
inconsequential — Leary and his 
pals on coke and booze dis- 
cussing popular movies, or cruis- 
ing the streets in a cab and alight- 
ing on an African-American who 
wandered into town by mistake. 
The latter scene is jarring, if gratu- 
itous, demonstrating the kind of 
edge and energy this pedestrian 
effort otherwise lacks. Kendall 
Square, suburbs. 

* ** 1/2 MULAN (1998). Based 
on a Chinese legend as told by 
children's-book author Robert San 
Souci, this year's big Disney ani- 
mation is about a young girl who, 
to preserve the family honor, 
replaces her ailing father in the 
Emperor's army and saves China 
from the invading Huns. Mulan 
herself (based on The Joy Luck 
Club's Ming-Na Wen, her speak- 
ing voice) is a winner, but the 
annual animation ritual is begin- 
ning to show signs of franchise 





filmmaking: unclear time period, 
generic Oriental costumes, recy- 
cled characters. Part of the prob- 
lem is that Mulan reads like a chil- 
dren's story, where the good guys 
triumph; Mulan's romance with her 
hunky captain, Shang (B.D. 
Wong), gets short shrift. Still, there 
are innumerable moments of ten- 
derness and inspired lunacy, 
including Eddie Murphy as a 
lizard-size red dragon. And the 
movie is given shape by its mirror 
metaphor: Mulan seeing herself in 
pools of water, burnished helmets, 
gleaming swords, wondering who 
she is and learning it's okay to be 
yourself. West Newton, suburbs. 
MY HEART IS MINE ALONE 
(1997). Helma Sanders-Brahms 
made this documentary/narrative 
story of the love affair between 
poet Else Lasker-Schiler, a Jew 
who left Germany in the '30s to 
settle in Jerusalem, and poet 
Gottfried Benn, who flirted with the 
Nazis until they decided his art 
was “degenerate.” (See our review 
of the Boston Jewish Film 
Festival, on page 9.) Museum of 
Fine Arts. 


N 

* *1/2 NEXT STOP, WONDER- 
LAND (1998). Miramax head 
Harvey Weinstein shelled out $6 
million for Brad Anderson's 
romantic comedy about Erin 
(Hope Davis), a nurse newly jilted 
by her left-wing radical boyfriend, 
and Alan (Alan Gelfant), a 
plumber struggling through college 
and volunteering at the Aquarium 
with hopes of becoming a marine 
biologist. Erin and Alan seem per- 
fect for each other, but they spend 
the entirety of the film circulating 
through the same urban venues 
and recursively coming into near- 
contact. Will they ever meet? 
That's the question that keeps 
Next Stop, Wonderland afloat, and 
though Davis and Gelfant are ami- 
able enough, the real hook here is 
the witty script that Anderson 
wrote with actor Lyn Vaus, the 
energetic craftsmanship and our 
own opulent cityscape — the 
movie was shot in Boston and 
makes use of such landmarks as 
Wonderland Racetrack, the New 
England Aquarium, and the 
Burren pub in Davis Square. 
Kendall Square, suburbs. 


o 
* x ONE TRUE THING (1998). 
Columnist/novelist Anna Quin- 
dien’s portrait of a family affected 
by cancer and dysfunction is 
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brought to the screen with opulent 
flair by director Carl Franklin (Devil 
in a Blue Dress and One False 
Move). Unfortunately, his efforts 
can't lift the manipulative material 
above its melodramatic flatness 
and Terms of Endearment preten- 
sions. Renée Zellweger (Jerry 
Maguire) is Quindlen’s fictional 
alter ego, an up-and-coming jour- 
nalist in New York City. Her career 
is stalled when her controlling 
father (William Hurt), a small-town 
college professor, beckons her 
home to nursemaid her cancer- 
stricken mother (Mery! Streep). 
Streep and Hurt do well by their 
roles — it's just unsettling to watch 
them project the same personas 
they've been recycling on screen 
for the past decade. Zeliweger 
turns in the film's one true thing as 
far as performances go, emoting 
the pain of loss and sacrifice while 
harboring on the inside ambition 
and a desire for self-fulfillment. 
West Newton, Arlington Capitol, 
suburbs 

AN ORDINARY PRESIDENT 
(1997). Yury Khashchevatsky’'s 
exposé of Belarus president 
Alexander Lukashenko — a not so 
ordinary admirer of Hitler who's 
shut down the media and jailed 
opponents — actually aired on 
Minsk television, whereupon it was 
banned and Khashchevatsky got 
beaten up. (See our review of the 
Boston Jewish Film Festival, on 
page 9.) Coolidge Corner. 
@ORGAZMO (1998). Written and 
directed by Trey Parker of South 
Park fame, this film proves that 
kaka humor taken to its logical 
extreme is just kaka. Parker plays 
a Mormon named Joe Young who 
takes on a porn-film role in order to 
finance his Temple wedding with 
toothy, shrieking fiancée Lisa 
(Robyn Lynne Raab). Captain 
Orgazmo is a superhero who dis- 
ables bad guys by making them 
come with a blast from his 
“Orgazmorator.” Making people 
laugh is another challenge alto- 
gether. With his South Park side- 
kick Matt Stone playing a smitten 
crew member (“Not that I'm a 
queer or anything,” he begins 
every inanity) in a pitiful poke at 
Boogie Nights, this tedious trash 
was rated NC-17 for no apparent 
reason other than that it’s unwatch- 
able for viewers of all ages 
Kendall Square, suburbs 

OUT FOR LOVE... BE BACK 
SHORTLY (1997). Dan Katzir's 
film documents what happens in 
his own life when his girlfriend, Iris, 
goes off to perform her military ser- 
vice. (See our review of the Boston 
Jewish Film Festival, on page 9.) 
Museum of Fine Arts. 


a 
* PECKER (1998). Once John 
Waters was the definition of sub- 
versive independent filmmaking, 
but his shock value has declined 
over the last decade, with the 
increasingly tame Hairspray, Cry- 
Baby, and Serial Mom. Pecker 
(Edward Furlong) is an 18-year-old 
Baltimore innocent, a neighbor- 
hood kid with a hobby of pho- 
tographing his world. This includes 
his girlfriend, Shelley (Christina 
Ricci), as she works in a laundro- 
mat and his grandmother (Jean 
Schertler) chatting with her statue 
of the Blessed Virgin. His photos 
catch the attention of Rorey (Lili 
Taylor, a New York gallery owner), 
and his success in Manhattan stirs 
up the usual issues of art's 
exploitation of its subject and the 
corruption of success. Or rather, 
clumsy platitudes about the same 
— Waters’'s outrageousness con- 
ceals a fundamentally middle-class 
heart, and his sloppy filmmaking 
now looks like not so much style as 
ineptitude. Arlington Capitol. 
PERSISTENCE (1997). Dan 
Eisenberg's experimental and the- 
oretical feature documentary, shot 
just after the 1991-'92 reunification 
of Germany, shows Berlin as a liv- 
ing ruin, architecture collapsing 
into architecture, from remnants of 
the time of Frederick the Great and 
the Third Reich to the renovation of 
a giant synagogue. Eisenberg, a 
Bostonian before becoming chair 
of the film department at the 
Chicago Art Institute, will speak at 
the screening. Harvard Film 
» Archive. 
THE PERSONALS (1998). Keiko 
Ibi filmed a group of seniors creat- 
ing and rehearsing a show called 
The Personals at a Jewish 
Community Center on the lower 
East Side; then he got their 
thoughts on love, sex, and loneli- 
ness. Director Ibi will appear to 
introduce his film. it will be preced- 
ed by Terri Randall's 30-minute 
short “Daughter of the Bride,” 
about how three siblings deal with 
their mother’s remarriage. (See our 
review of the Boston Jewish Film 
‘Festival, on page 9.) Coolidge 
Corner. 
* x xn/PI (1998). Although at 85 
minutes it's actually little long, 
Darren Aronofsky's film remains a 
tour de force of metaphysical cine- 
ma. Maximillian Cohen (Sean 
Gullette, very effective at looking 
intense and miserable) is a kind of 
Travis Bickle of the abstract. He 
cruises the mean streets of the 


| 
| 
| 





mental labyrinth in his crammed 
Brooklyn apartment as he search- 
es for meaning in seeming chaos 


— specifically, for a transcendent | 
pattern in the endlessly random | 


value of the title mathematical 


¥SICK & TWIS TED Ce 
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function. He's not alone: Lenny | 


Meyer (Ben Shenkman), a genial 
Chassid, turns out to be an agent 
from a Kabala who believe that 


Max's research will help them find | 


the lost name of God. Then there's 
Marcy Dawson (Pamela Hart), a 
smarmy, sinister Wall Street func- 
tionary who's stalking Max, since if 
he succeeds he not only will deci- 
pher the identity of God but will 
crack the code of the fluctuations 


of Wall Street. The ending of x is | 


mind-boggling but unsatisfactory; 


yet the film remains haunting in its | 


bold style and speculations 
Somerville Theatre. 


PICK A CARD (1997). Esti 


Zackheim and Zvika Hadar play a | — 


young couple who leave their 


home town and head for Tel Aviv | 


so he can pursue his dream of 


becoming a famous magician. This | 
film won Best Picture and Best | 
Director (Julie Schles) at Israel's | 


Academy Awards. (See our review 
of the Boston Jewish Film Festival, 
on page 9.) Coolidge Corner 

* *1/2 PLEASANTVILLE (1998). 
Fabulist screenwriter Gary Ross 
(Big, Dave), making his directing 
debut, has created a film that’s 
visually brilliant and gorgeous but 
whose premise is more inspired 


than its execution. Nerdy David | 


(Tobey Maguire), who seeks 


solace from the dysfunctional '90s | 


in reruns of Pleasantville, a Father 
Knows Best-like sit-com from the 
‘50s, gets zapped back into the 
black-and-white, Edenic world of 
the series, along with his cooler 
sister Jennifer (Reese Wither- 
spoon). But when the teens intro- 
duce the residents to the forbidden 
fruits of sex (as in other '50s sit- 
coms, married couples sleep in 
separate beds) and knowledge 
(books are blank-paged props), 
they inadvertently change the town 


Coolidge Comer Theatre + 290 Harvard Street, Brookline * (617) 734-2500 
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for better and worse. Ross's most | 


tantalizing suggestions (that ideas 


and art can be as life-changing as | 


sex) are left frustratingly undevel- 


oped — like the town, Pleasantville | 
the movie is a lovely place to visit | 
but one whose surface charms | 


don't bear much scrutiny. Cheri, 
Harvard Square, Circle, suburbs 
* * 1/2 POISON (1991). Todd 


Haynes's film interlaces a trio of | 


Jean Genet-inspired stories about 
different kinds of social outcasts. 


Premier Sponsor 


Advocate 


“Hero” is about an abused boy who 


disappears after shooting his 


father; it has the yellowing overlit | 


look of TV news reports of not too 
long ago. “Horror” focuses on a 
biologist who isolates the sex 
drive, ingests the serum by acci- 


dent, and ends up a leper hunted | 


down by the police for infecting 


Presenting Sponsor 


fchm 
=) 


others. Stylistically it burlesques 


the mad-scientist horror movies 


and the anti-drug quickies of the | 


"30s and ‘40s. “Homo” is set direct- 
ly in Genetland, the gay, sado- 
masochistic prison where the pro- 
tagonist falls in love with a new 
inmate. Haynes may be inspired by 


Genet, but he’s boxed in by his | 
political program, and he distances | 


himself from the situations he dra- 
matizes, both by making them 
such stylized objects and by refus- 
ing to delve, as Genet insisted on 
doing, into the sexual luxuriance of 
the masochism he portrays. 
Harvard Film Archive. 
POP (1998). See our review of the 
Boston Jewish Film Festival, on 
page 9. Museum of Fine Arts. 
**1/2 PRACTICAL MAGIC 
(1998). Orphaned as young girls, 
Sally and Gillian Owens are raised 
by their eccentric aunts Frances (a 
bawdy Stockard Channing) and Jet 
(the wickedly funny Dianne Wiest), 
benevolent white witches who 
thumb their noses at the town's 
attempts to ostracize them. Sally (a 
tepid Sandra Bullock) immerses 
herself in herb lore while sultry 
Gillian (a bewitching Nicole 
Kidman) relishes her power over 
men. When they accidentally poi- 
son Gillian’s abusive lover Jimmy 
with belladonna, the law shows up 
at Sally's door: Sheriff Gary Hallett 
(Aidan Quinn) is smitten and so is 
she. But then Gillian is possessed 
by Jimmy’s ghost, so a coven has 
to be convened. Griffin Dunne's 
cunningly crafted romp bears only 
slight resemblance to Alice 
Hoffman's romantic novel, but its 
wry humor and lush imagery make 
for a fun, feel-good movie just in 
time for Halloween. Although there 
are noble attempts to woo modern 
witches with politically correct neo- 
pagan platitudes, Practical Magic 
is at its best when brazenly 
embracing every evil stereotype in 
the book. Copley Place, Fresh 
Pond, Chestnut Hill, suburbs. 
A PRIME MINISTER’S SCHED- 
ULE (1997). Shahar Segal created 
this commemoration of Israeli 
prime minister Yitzhak Rabin, com- 
bining interviews with documentary 
footage from his last two months. A 
special tribute will follow the 
screening. (See our review of the 
Boston Jewish Film Festival, on 
page 9.) Museum of Fine Arts. 
Continued on page 54 
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November 4-8, 1998 
Northampton, MA 


New England's 
Finest Showcase 
of Independent 
Films & Videos 


¢ Over 50 Premieres & 

Award Winners 

¢ Filmmaking Forum 

¢ Meet the Filmmakers 

¢ Staged Reading of Spring ‘99 
Off-Broadway Show 

e Sunday Brunch at Spoleto 

¢ Two Special Parties 

& much, much, more 


Tickets available at 
Northampton Box Office 
413-586-8686 or 1-800-THE- TICK 


At the Academy of Music 
and other fine theaters 


schedules and info 
filmfest@nohofilm.org 


www.nohofilm.org 
413-586-3471 
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a 
ROTHSCHILD’S VIOLIN (1997). 
See our review of the Boston 
Jewish Film Festival, on page 9. 
Coolidge Corner 
*1/2 RUSH HOUR (1998). If you 
can forget its racist stereotypes 


| and uninspired plot lines and half 
| of Brett Ratner's film is a helluva 


lot of fun. That half stars Jackie 
Chan doing what he does best, 
kicking butt. Too bad the lesser 
half of this buddy movie, Chris 
Tucker, makes you feel you're 
stuck in gridlock. The story has 
Chan's Inspector Lee brought from 
Hong Kong to the US by his long- 
time friend Consul Han after Han's 
daughter gets kidnapped by terror- 


| ists. Naturally the FBI won't have 


anything to do with Lee, so the 
feds assign Tucker's Carter, a 
wise-cracking LAPD detective, to 


| babysit him; and naturally Carter 


resists Lee's assistance before the 
pair bridge the cultural divide and 
bring matters to a tidy B-movie 
resolution. It's too bad that Chan's 
brilliantly choreographed martial- 
arts escapades (and Ratner’s con- 
siderable technical prowess) are 
mired in Tucker's mugging. All 
Rush Hour proves is that, no mat- 
ter how great a martial artist he is, 
Chan can't negotiate an off-ramp 
from an American traffic jam 
Copley Place, Fresh Pond, 
Allston, suburbs 


Ss 
* * * SAVING PRIVATE RYAN 


| (1998). Steven Spielberg's World 


| War Il film offers the most harrow- 
ing and oddly exhilarating re-cre 
ations of modern warfare ever to 
be seen in a movie made for 








entertainment. There's no doubt 





| 


| 





ing the horror of his D-Day landing 
on Omaha Beach: the troops are 
butchered in a merciless hail of 
bullets, with blood splattering the 
camera lens and everything else. 
But that leads Spielberg to ponder 
the value of a single human life, 
and so he sends Captain Miller 
(Tom Hanks) and a picked, stereo- 
typed band of seven out after 
Private Ryan (Matt Damon), after 
it's discovered Ryan's his family’s 
last surviving son. Miller's squad 
roam through the chaos of no 
man’s land, bumping into anec- 
dotes ranging from the poignant 
and heartstopping to the pre- 
dictable and pat. There's a senti- 
mental frame — an old man totter- 
ing through the rows of white 
crosses at the present-day 
Normandy beachhead memorial 
— that entombs the trauma to 
come in retrospective glory and 
mawkishness. Nonetheless, what 
can be saved from Private Ryan is 
the recognition that some pain and 
heroism is beyond imagination 
and the consolation of meaning. 
West Newton, Arlington Capitol, 
suburbs. 

THE SIEGE (1998). See “Trailers,” 
on page 11. Cheri, Fresh Pond, 
Circle, suburbs. 

*x*x*xSLUMS OF BEVERLY 
HILLS (1998). Tamara Jenkins's 
semi-autobiographical debut finds 
14-year-old Vivian Abramowitz 
(Natasha Lyonne) having to deal 
with a suddenly abundant bustline 
(her first bra is a Cross Your Heart 
that looks downright bulletproof) 
and a 65-year-old father (Alan 
Arkin, in top form) who, in the 
summer of ‘76, is schlepping 
Vivian and her two brothers from 
one drab Beverly Hills duplex to 
another, hell-bent on giving his 
kids a 90210 education at the cost 





of luxuries like furniture. Then Rita 
(Marisa Tomei), Vivian's older, pill- 
popping cousin, escapes from 
rehab and moves in, opening a 
whole new world for the tortured 
teenager. What ensues is a biack- 
ly comic coming of age tale, at the 
heart of which is frizzy-haired 
Lyonne’s deadpan, utterly hilari- 
ous portrayal of the neurotic rigors 
of female adolescence. Breasts 
play, yes, a big role in Jenkins’s 
debut, but ultimately Siums of 
Beverly Hills is a comedy about 
overcoming indignity — the indig- 
nity of sexual objectification, of 
rejection, of hardship. Somervillé 
Theatre, suburbs. 

**x*1/2 SMOKE SIGNALS 
(1998). The first feature film con- 
ceived, written, directed, and 
(mostly) acted by Native 
Americans, Chris Eyre’s picturé 
from a sublime screenplay by nov 
elis/poet Sherman Alexie is sweet 
and funny, and also fearlessly 
emotional. Victor (Adam Beach) 
lives on Idaho's Coeur d'Alene 
Indian Reservation with his 
resilient mother (Tantoo Cardinal) 
and his alcoholic father (Gary 
Farmer). When Victor is 12, his 
dad takes off for Arizona, aban- 
doning wife and son. Later a bitter 
Victor, now grown into early mans 
hood, learns that his wandering 
dad is dead in a trailer, in the 
desert outside Phoenix. Since he 
has no money for a Greyhound 
bus to Arizona to claim the body, 
he's forced to bring along some- 
one who'll pay both their ways, a 
four-eyed, uncool geek named 
Thomas Builds-the-Fire (Evan 
Adams) who's prone to shut his 
eyes and weave long, weird, 
impossibly opaque, Indian stories 
The road trip becomes, of course, 
a mythic pilgrimage, a psychic 


THE WATERBOY: Adam Sandler shows his refined side by eschewing the tradi 


tional water bucket. 
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Pennebaker’'s documentary before catching Velvet Goldmine. 





journey. Victor's poisonous anger 
toward his father, toward every- 
one, is tamed a bit by Thomas's 
unwavering kindness, openness, 
morality. But it's at the end that 
Smoke Signals soars to the uni- 
versal, with a voiceover reading of 
Dick Lourie's mighty poem 
“Forgiving Our Fathers.” West 
Newton, suburbs. 

*1/2 SOLDIER (1998). From the 
pen of David Webb Peoples, 
acclaimed scripter of Blade 
Runner, Unforgiven, and Twelve 
Monkeys, you'd expect something 
edgier than this disarmingly 
unimaginative sci-fi thriller. The 
futuristic, interplanetary show- 
down pits an outdated career 
commando (an awkward but 
endearingly taciturn Kurt Russell) 
against his beefier and more 
lethal successor (a bald, buff 
Jason Scott Lee). in round one — 
a deadly training demonstration — 
Russell's conditioned-from-birth 
sergeant gets his ass handed to 
him by Lee's genetically engi- 
neered iiber-trooper. Left for dead 
on a barren, deep-space junkyard, 
Russell is taken in by the planet's 
faggedy inhabitants, who nurse 
him back to health and get him in 
touch with his human side. Of 
course there's a round two, when 
Lee and his legion of robotic 
exterminators storm the planet 
and Russell, recharged by his 
new-found emotion, goes on the 
warpath, proving that the older 
model can still blood-let like 
there’s no tomorrow. Soldier does 
offer a few good mano-a-mano 
moments, and the set designs are 
ultra-cool, but there’s too little 
character development and no 
reason to care. Allston, Arlington 
Capitol, Somerville Theatre, sub- 
urbs. 

* *& xX SONATINE (1998). Takeshi 
Kitano's Japanese mafia flick 
achieves a cold, manic brilliance 
all its own that owes nothing to 
Coppola or De Laurentiis but nods 
coyly to Kubrick and Peckinpah. 
As in Kitano’s first feature, 
Fireworks, the photography is 
stunning and often inventive; but 
Sonatine's story is livelier and 
more compact, the tale of a Tokyo 
“don” named Murakawa (Kitano) 
whose boss, Katajima (Tonbo 
Zushi), has sent him out to 
Okinawa to referee a dispute. 
After an ambush, Murakawa 
retreats with his men to a seclud- 
ed beach house, where they play 
frisbee, drink, and enact their 
campy version of kabuki dance, 
waiting to make their move. The 
final confrontation between clans 
is a masterful piece of understate- 
ment, underscoring this film's 
adroit pacing and tension, a mob- 
violence aesthetic that manages to 
look surprisingly new. Brattle. 


T 
TESTAMENT: THE BIBLE IN 
ANIMATION (1996). Studios in 
Moscow and Cardiff teamed up for 
these stories of Moses, Jonah, 
and Ruth. (See our review of the 
Boston Jewish Film Festival, on 
page 9.) Museum of Fine Arts. 
*#&**1/2 THERE’S SOMETHING 
ABOUT MARY (1998). With this 
take on true love, the plight of the 
handicapped, and the perennial 
inconvenience of taking a leak, 
Peter and Bobby Farrelly have 
cfeated the most hilarious and 
: Strangely moving gross-out come- 
dy since their own Kingpin. Ted 
Stroehmann (Ben Stiller, the mas- 
ter of painful phallic comedy since 
Flirting with Disaster is still yearn- 
ing for Mary (Cameron Diaz), their 
prom date 13 years earlier having 
been ruined when the conjunction 
af a zipper with his private parts 
sent him to the hospital. He hires 

ivate detective Pat Healy (Matt 
Ghitonf to. wn th 





Florida, but the unprincipled Pat 
tries to win her for himself. In the 
end it’s Ted's sympathy for Mary's 
mentally retarded brother (W. Earl 
Brown) that makes him the most 
appealing of her suitors. Stiller is 
one of the more underrated come- 
dians around, and Diaz, the clos- 
est thing to a human sunbeam on 
the screen, could convince even 
Jonathan Swift that humanity's 
beauty transcends its grossness 
and frailty. Copley Place, Chestnut 
Hill, Arlington Capitol, Somerville 
Theatre, suburbs. 

“THREE VIEWS OF RFK — 30 
YEARS AFTER.” These rare doc- 
umentaries about Robert Kennedy 
were all released in the tragic year 
he ran for president and was 
assassinated. Charles Guggen- 
heim’s “Robert Kennedy Cam- 
paign Film: Nebraska” was made 
by a filmmaker who did an RFK 
film for each primary; D.A. 
Pennebaker's cinéma-vérité 
“Jingle Bells” follows Senator 
Kennedy, the NYPD, and Santa 
Sammy Davis Jr. as they visiting 
Harlem schools to sing Christmas 
carols; and Stan Vanderbeek's 
“Oh" offers animated footage in 
response to RFK's killing. The 
evening will be introduced by 
Gerald O'Grady, an expert on 
films of the 1960s. Harvard Film 
Archive. 

*& *& *&*x TOUCH OF EVIL (1958/ 
98). Based on a Whit Masterson 
novel, Orson Welles's breathtak- 
ing baroque thriller about police 
corruption in a border town got 
butchered by Universal, but now 
that the 58-page memg he wrote 
the studio in its defense has come 
to light, it's possible to realize 
something like his original vision. 
Gone are the credits pasted onto 
the beginning, and instead of the 
now familiar jazzy Henry Mancini 
score, the scene is enveloped by 
the ambient sound Welles intend- 
ed, a cacophony of car horns, 
randy jukeboxes, bleating goats, 
and a doomed car radio. Other 
changes are subtle but compre- 
hensive, drawing you inexorably 
into the eddying streams of narra- 
tive and the sourly claustrophobic 
setting. The peculiarly effective 
cast includes Welles himself as 
the wrecked, slovenly, rotted-soul 
police chief, Chariton Heston as 
the Hispanic fed he tries to frame, 
Marlene Dietrich as a jaded Gypsy 
with immense earrings, Akim 
Tamiroff as an excitable gangster, 
and, as Heston's bride, Janet 
Leigh, who has a creepy, pre- 
Psycho encounter in a motel. 
Coolidge Corner, suburbs. 

TRAIN OF LIFE (1998). See our 
review of the Boston Jewish Film 
Festival, on page 9. Coolidge 
Corner. 

TREYF (1998). See our review of 
the Boston Jewish Film Festival, 
on page 9. Coolidge Corner. 

“A TRIBUTE TO ALBERT 
MAYSLES: THREE SHORT 
FILMS ABOUT CELEBRITY.” As 
part of a celebration of the great 
American documentarian Albert 
Maysles (Salesman, Grey 
Gardens) organized by the Boston 
Film/Video Foundation, the HFA is 
presented a trio of humorous 
shorts about the famous that 
Albert made with his late brother, 
David Maysles. “Meet Marlon 
Brando” (1966) details a day of 
Brando doing countless TV inter- 
views and subverting them all, 
being alternately snotty and friend- 
ly, cynical and utopian, and an 
outrageous flirt. “With Love from 
Truman: A Visit with Truman 
Capote” (1966) finds the writer 
talking about composing /n Cold 
Blood. And “Muhammad and 
Larry” (1980) features heavy- 
weights Ali and Larry Holmes talk- 
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***xLES VAMPIRES, EPISODE | 


2 (1915-'16). The beginning chap- 
ters of French director Louis 


Feuillade’s detective serial, which | 


viewed then-contemporary France 
of World War | as a hotbed of 
criminal conspiracy and paranoia 
This series, done very straight- 
faced and seriously, even when 
the plots are a preposterous 


stretch, became an intense | 


favorite of the early Surrealists, 
and it cropped up again in Olivier 


Assayas's /rma Vep, in which the | 


faltering filmmaker attempted a 
modern remake starring Maggie 
Cheung. The series has been 
restored and color-tinted, with 


scenes added that were missing | 
from earlier restorations. French 


Library. 


VELVET GOLDMINE (1998). See | 


our review, on page 8. Nickelo- 
deon, Harvard Square 


Ww 


THE WATERBOY (1998). See | 


“Trailers,” on page 11. Cheri, 


Fresh Pond, Chestnut Hill, sub- | 


urbs. 

*x*x*xWHAT DREAMS MAY 
COME (1998). Based on Richard 
Matheson's 1979 novel, Vincent 
Ward's hugely ambitious film repli- 
cates the highs and lows of its 
dead hero's trip from Heaven to 
Heli in search of his suicide wife. 


When it's good, it cuts to the bone | 


of human existence, going where 
few Hollywood movies have dared 
to go before; when it’s bad, it fol- 
lows a trail blazed over and over 
by Tinseltown, into cloying senti- 
ment. First Christy and Annie 
(Robin Williams and Annabella 
Sciorra) lose their two children in a 
car crash. When, four years later, 
Christy is killed in the same way, 
it's too much for Annie, who takes 
her own life. Meanwhile Christy 


finds himself in a technicolor | 


Heaven that's part Caspar David 
Friedrich and part Victorian and 
Oriental kitsch, and when he 
learns what's happened to Annie, 
he goes after her, over the objec- 
tions of his friend Albert (Cuba 
Gooding Jr.) and the ancient-look- 
ing “Tracker” (Max von Sydow). All 


too soon we're back in Heaven | 


and confronted with odd notions of 
celestial employment and pop 


reincarnation. But there are won- | 


derful things here, like the way 
Ward uses water and boats as a 
recurring motif, and though 
Williams is (no surprise) a little 
soft-centered and Sciorra a little 
giggly, together they prove that 
Hell is the absence of other peo- 
ple. Copley Place, Allston, Arling- 
ton Capitol, Somerville Theatre, 
suburbs. 

THE WIZARD OF OZ (1939). See 
our review, on page 10. Copley 
Place, Fresh Pond, West Newton, 
suburbs. 

WORKING GIRLS (1986). 
Filmmaker Lizzie Borden's cool, 
precise, seemingly well-re- 
searched fictional re-creation of 
one day in the life of a New York 
brothel, seen from the point of 
view of the prostitutes working 
there. A pre-Sundance American 
indie classic, with Louise Smith, 
Ellen McElduff, and Amanda 
Goodwin. Harvard Film Archive. 
“WORLD'S BEST TV ADS.” This 
annual collection of goodies 
comes in two packages: “Best of 
the Cannes Advertising Film 
Festival 1998" and “British 
Advertising Broadcast Awards.” 
Museum of Fine Arts. 


Zz 
ZIGGY STARDUST AND THE 
SPIDERS FROM MARS (1983). 
This is the concert film D.A. 
Pennebaker (Don't Look Back) 
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“EXPLOSIVE! EDWARD NORTON 
GIVES A BLISTERING, 
BRILLIANT PERFORMANCE” 


Peter Travers, ROLLING STONE 


“AMERICAN HISTORY X’ 
MAKES ITS IMPACT FELT.” 


Janet Maslin, THE NEW YORK TIMES 


“A FORCEFUL, MESMERIZING 
PERFORMANCE BY 
EDWARD NORTON’ 


Kenneth Turan, 
LOS ANGELES TIMES 
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"A DELIGHTFULLY GROWN-UP COMEDY." 


- David Ansen, NEWSWEEK 


“TWO THUMBS UP.” 


- SISKEL & EBERT 


“LIVING OUT LOUD’ IS A FILM OF ECCENTRIC CHARM.” 


- Kenneth Turan, LOS ANGELES TIMES 
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DON’T Miss THE PARTY 
ALL THE Critics ARE RAVING ABOUT! 


A VIRTUOSO FEAT. 


EXCITINGLY INVENTIVE AND PURE. A PARTY TO REMEMBER’ 


-JANET MASLIN, THE NEW YORK TIMES- 
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Causes Lung Cancer, Heart Disease, 
Emphysema, And May Complicate Pregnancy. 
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MARK REUSCH 





If everyone 
thought about 
carpet and 
upholstery 


Cleaning as 


/ much as we 


(lo, 
the world 
would be a 
very scary 


place, 


One cleaning company is just as good as 
another, right? 


Well, it depends on how much you care about getting it 
done right. We've been cleaning the upholstery and carpets 
in some of the area’s finest homes for nearly a quarter of 
a century. You don’t build a track record like that without 


being extraordinary. 


Our service is different because our methods are thorough. 
We pre-treat carpets and gently machine-scrub them with 
a mild shampoo. 

We hand-scrub existing stains to ensure they really come 
out. And we're the one company that does a final rinse 
with clean water. This protects allergy sufferers, children, 
and pets from environmentally harsh soap and chemical 
residues. All with the safest and most advanced carpet and 
upholstery cleaning equipment available today. 


So if you’re considering carpet and upholstery cleaning 
companies, take a good look at your place and think long 
and hard about how much you really care. And then give 


us a call. 


Joseph Sullivan Carpet/Upholstery Cleaning 
Call 445-1693 for a free estimate. 
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BORN AGAIN: punk is always being renewed, at least at the Pit in Harvard Square. 
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LOOK, MA! A 30-foot-high Virgin Mary presides over the Don Orion Home in East Boston. 
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Paint Your Own Pottery 
46 Gloucester Street * Boston, MA ¢ 617-262-9392 






























1 Mile from MA Pike - Exit 18 Brighton/Cambridge 
& Storrow Drive - MA Pike/Central Square Exit 





Virtually Waitless Interior Service 
All Cars Hand Towel Finished 











The Car Wash that Cares! 
Allston 254-3200 


434 Cambridge St., Allston 
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A great apartment is a 
terrible thing to waste. 


Place Your Guaranteed Sublet Ad in the Phoenix Classifieds! 
Don’t lose your great apartment. Find someone to sublet in the Guaranteed Sublets section 
Place your sublet ad and we'll keep running it for free until you tell us to stop! 


Call: 859-3300 Lote 

















PROFESSIONAL GRADUATE 
TRAINING 


MASTER’S AND 
DOCTORAL DEGREE 
PROGRAMS 


Collegial, Accesible, Practice-Oriented 


A APPLIED PSYCHOLOGY 

& CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY 

4 EDUCATION 

4 ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES 
4 MANAGEMENT 






For information and catalogues 


603-357-6265 


www.antiochne.edu 
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WORLDS COLLIDE in Allston at the corner of Brighton and Harvard Avenues, right in front of Herrell’s Renaissance Café. 


EDITORS’ CHOICES 


Best place to see 
the world from 


Allston isn’t quite seedy, but there’s 
something very stripped-down about it. 
Spend a day on the corner of 
Brighton and Harvard Avenues, 
right in front of Herrell’s, and you'll see 
the world. Actually, a couple of worlds. 
As one of the city’s more easily navigated 
intersections, the corner’s a people- 
watcher’s paradise. By day, it’s urban 
hipsters, burgeoning slackers, and immi- 
grant families; by night, it’s the same, 
plus tittering coeds and football players 
bobbing and weaving from bar to bz 
After the World Cup, it was banner d 
sity, as equally excited Brazilian and 
French émigrés joyously clogged the 
intersection for hours. 


There’s low-fi greatness on each cor- 
ner. Herrell’s has divine homemade ice 
cream, the Sunset Grille boasts a mind- 
blowing beer selection, Big Burrito fea- 
tures filling, tasty meals that cram all 
four food groups into a $4 treat, and the 
Kells is the perfect postcollegiate frat 
party. Plus, a few doors down is 
Diskovery, a secondhand music and 
book store where the prices are more 
flexible than Gumby. 
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Best place to he 
a throwback 


They hang in small groups, Mohawks 
clustering to one side, black-clad goth 
wanna-bes to another, envious suburban 
teens eyeing all the piercings spread liber- 


ally throughout. SID VICIOUS DIED FOR 
YOUR SINS, screams one T-shirt. A nearby 
leather jacket is not only studded with 
safety pins, but seems entirely held 
together by them. The location: the Pit 
in Harvard Square. The time: 1998 — 
and the preceding 17 years. The brick 
depression behind the subway bulkhead 
of the Red Line stop remains, for reasons 
not entirely clear, the eternal dawn of 
punk. The clothes and hair and average 
age of its denizens have gone seemingly 
unchanged for almost two decades — 
even as the original Pit punks now 
approach 40. 

That’s what makes the Pit so surreal: 
it’s a Sid-and-Nancy crowd born in the 
Ron-and-Nancy era. Raised on Friends 
and Sega, the disaffected of Generation Y 
still flock to the gathering spot of their 
predecessors (or — could it be? — their 
parents), to smoke, bitch, and halfheart- 
edly ask for handouts. The Pit has been a 
fixture long enough to see punk rise, die, 
rise again in the grunge-punk era, and all 
but die out one more time — but the 
music may not be the point anymore. The 
look was always a message in itself and it 
is even more so now, the snarl and sneer 
as ubiquitous as the safety pins. That’s 
one reason to cluster in such a public 
place: in such a busy Crimson location, 


you're guaranteed an audience for your 
angst. It’s been true since the bad boys of 
punk first started making headlines: if 
you're going to give the finger, it helps to 
have someone watching. 
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Best place to listen 
to people talk about 
their meds 


It isn’t just the mental-health-industry 
consumers, of course; it’s everyone at 
Harvard’s flagship Au Bon Pain: 
the ranks of chess players (with the 
growing acceleration of their swift slaps 
on the time clock), the punks, the guy 
selling Spare Change with cries of 
“Young lady! Young lady!”, the 11-year- 
old who plays drums and sings “That’s 
Entertainment,” and the pompous 
eggheads who need someone to step out 
of the crowd, ala Marshall McLuhan in 
Annie Hall, and say, “I’m John Locke, 
you don’t understand my ideas at all, and 
your propositions are completely ridicu- 
lous” (or maybe they just need a slap, 











like the ones the chess players give their 
clocks). 

Yes, at times it’s overwhelming, abra- 
sive. But be brave. Settle in with a tall iced 
tea right there on the raised plaza, prefer- 
ably under a table umbrella (or a hat) to 
protect you from bird shit from the swal- 
lows in the shade trees overhead. The key, 
perhaps, is having the right book to read. 
A novel by Trollope or Iceberg Slim, a his- 
tory of bebop, a biography of Virgil 
Thomson — something with the power to 
suggest a complete world. Slip into it, and 
let the caffeine do its work. Lift your eyes 
every once in a while from the book to 
look around and listen. As neurons fire, as 
you watch the changing light and feel the 
sun through the trees, the symphony on 
the street will play counterpoint to the 
symphony on the page. 

Au Bon Pain, Harvard Square, 
Cambridge. (617) 497-9797. 
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Most Zen 
tourist attraction 


If you’ve ever been in the tunnel between 
the Red and Orange Lines at Downtown 


Crossing, watching wild-eyed commuters 
running like Harrison Ford in The Fugi- 
tive, it’s clear to you that Boston is a lit- 
tle unbalanced. There’s a remedy for this 
right under our collective upturned 
noses: the Swan Boats. We know what 
you’re thinking: How tacky! How 
touristy! Who wants to stand in line with 
a bunch of Midwesterners in Cheers 
T-shirts with disposable cameras slung 
around their necks like junk jewelry? 
Loosen up, spend $1.75 for a boat ride, 
and everything will change for 15 min- 
utes. While the city keeps its pace, you 
will glide quietly on the water, with 
nothing to do but be. For Ann Moscato 
of Revere, it’s literally the experience of 
a lifetime — she has come every year 
since she was a girl, and recently intro- 
duced her fiancé, newly arrived in Amer- 
ica, to the calming pleasures. The boat 
ride draws you into the pond, the trees, 
and the birds, she said. Then she asked 
her intended what he thought. He 
responded in a burst of enthusiastic Ital- 
ian, which Ann translated as, “It’s nice.” 
As thousands of tourists a year — and 
some secure locals like Ann — have 
already figured out, he’s right: while 
people all around you are racing to get 


Continued on page 6 
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617th heaven 


By Dan Tobin 


Y HOMETOWN of Walpole 

barely qualifies as Greater 

Boston. Forty-five minutes 

away and hopelessly suburban, 
it more accurately falls under the heading 
of Moderately Great Boston. But when I 
was a young tyke, it was the perfect place 
for all my needs. We were 10 minutes 
from Foxboro Stadium and 30 from good 
restaurants — plus, the town pool was 
clean, Supreme Pizza was the perfect 
hangout on half-days, and | had a decent 
job at the Walpole Mall (later the Mall at 
Walpole, then back to the Walpole Mall). 
If I needed more adolescent stimulation, 
Boston was just a $4 commuter-rail trip 
away. Telling out-of-staters I lived “in 
Boston” was true enough. 

Until we lost our 617. 

I was in grade school when Walpole 
was infected by the 508 area code, and it 
utterly devastated 
my family. Mom 
wept, Dad started 
working late more 
often, I got into 
fights at school, my 
dog developed an 
eating disorder. It 
was punishing to 
know that every 
town around us 
remained 617 — 
Sharon, Westwood, 
even Norwood — 
but we had to 
change. Walpole 
had been singled 
out as more subur- 
ban than our 
neighbors, and | 
saw it as Michael 
Dukakis’s way of 
telling me that my 
hometown was not 
a city, not part of 
the city, not 
Greater Boston, 
not even Moder- 
ately Great Boston, but somewhere along 
the lines of In-Your-Dreams-You-Suck 
Boston. And what hurt most was that it 
was all true. I didn’t live in Boston and I 
sucked like a Hoover. We shouldn’t have 
had that 617 to begin with. 

I reclaimed the prized area code a few 
years later by going to Tufts. I relished 
my Somerville address, the short walk to 
Cambridge, and the reasonable T ride to 
Kenmore. But when I graduated and 
moved into the Allston-Brighton area, | 
realized the true meaning of 617. Sud- 
denly, I was living in the City, as close to 
Boston proper as the underpaid ever get. 
And for the first time in my life, I real- 
ized that I actually deserved the area 
code. 

When Walpole was still part of that 
exclusive club, it wasn’t exclusive at all 
— every town in Eastern Mass was 617. 
But more phones, faxes, and cellular 
doohickeys ensured more area codes, 
which ensured more specification of the 
areas they cover, which ensured more 
shattered families when they discovered 
they were no longer urban outfitted. 
Today’s 617 is almost a badge of the 
Greatest Boston, and it will only become 
more symbolic in the future, as every 
town that’s inaccessible by T is assigned 
new digits. For now, I suppose we can 
share with towns like Everett and 
Winthrop. For now. 

The narrowing of 617 actually helps 
define Boston as a city, as a separate 
entity at the heart of the Bay Stategg¢- the 


When I! 
graduated 
and moved into 
the Allston- 
Brighton area, 
Il realized the 
true meaning of 
617. Suddenly, 
I was living 
in the City, as 
close to Boston 
proper as 
the underpaid 
ever get.. 


true urban hub. Walpole has a public 
library, but you don’t see the world if you 
sit on its steps, and you won't see a 
deranged man on a tricycle drive by, 
whooping and hollering like a human 
siren. There are no wacky homeless peo- 
ple pretending to busk on guitars they 
cut out of cardboard boxes. There are 
students, but most still carry lunch boxes, 
and few have pierced noses. Bars or clubs 
in the suburbs may be great, but the hip- 
ness cachet is questionable. The Wu-Tang 
Clan rarely boast about kickin’ it live in 
Needham. Boston is the City, and the 
area code serves as its membership card. 

I currently live on the Brookline/All- 
ston border, and the difference between 
the two is truly striking. Although 617, 
Brookline is a citified suburb, with about 
as many residential (dull) parts as hap- 
pening stretches (like most of Beacon 
Street). In Brook- 
line, my neighbors 
yell at me if I play 
basketball after 
8 p.m.; in Allston, 
my neighbors just 
yell. Harvard Street 
never shuts up, and 
I’ve waltzed down 
Comm Ave at 
3 a.m. without any 
worries: even 
though I’ve walked 
by myself, I’ve 
never been alone on 
the street. At all 
hours, BU and BC 
kids zigzag down 
the sidewalks, 
which has inspired 
an entire culture of 
bars, greasy pizza 
joints, and neigh- 
borhood drug 
dealers. 

That’s what the 
city is all about, 
almost business 
imitating life. Urbanization just means 
more commerce and more people to 
squeeze a buck out of. Not that every- 
thing has to be a Starbucks, even if sev- 
eral hundred exist on Newbury Street 
alone. But interesting stores, restaurants, 
and services cater to those who live near- 
by. Jam-packed neighborhoods, perpetual 
commotion, halfway decent public trans- 
portation, crazy street characters, ran- 
dom run-ins with local celebrities, really 
good bagels — this is what makes 
Boston great, and what makes it a true 
city. And you can sum it all up in three 
digits that no longer apply to the outer 
circle of suburbs. 

As 617 becomes more and more citi- 
fied, those who lose their privileges may 
start to feel slighted. The new 781 peo- 
ple have had time to accept the change, 
but I’m sure they were initially as 
crushed as I was when Walpole was sen- 
tenced to 508. Still, 781 is more like 
first-runner-up in the Miss America 
Pageant — if Quincy can’t fulfill its 
duties in 617, maybe Arlington will get a 
crack at the big time. But regardless of 
hurt feelings, the winnowing process is 
necessary to define the city. If that 
means devastating a few families who 
thought they’d avoided the sub in subur- 
ban, so be it. I’ve got two phone num- 
bers, and they’re both 617. wi 


There’s never been a city kid truer and 
bluer than Dan Tobin, who can be 
reached at dtobin@phx.com. 
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PUNK’S NOT DEAD: teen angst thrives at the Pit in I 
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EDITORS’ CHOICES from page 5 


somewhere, sometimes it’s nice to just 
float along. 

Public Garden, Boston. (617) 
522-1966. 


Best fun fact to amaze 
out-of-towners 


To note that Boston’s streets are a dis- 
organized jumble would be ingenuous, but 
there is one area the stretch along the 
Comm Ave mall from the Public Gardens 
to Mass Ave — that’s organized to a fault. 
So the next time you’re giving out-of-town 
guests a driving tour, make a right just 
before the Ritz and start pontificating. 
Knowing that the streets are named in 
alphabetical order will establish your insid- 
er status; rattling them off — Arlington, 
Berkeley, Clarendon, Dartmouth, 
Exeter, Fairfield, Gloucester, and 
Hereford will probably cement 
your authority. But two tidbits will 
put you in the hall of fame. 

1. The naming convention 
albeit in a half- 
past Mass Ave 


with Ipswich, Jersey (the real 


continues 


assed way 


name of Yawkey), and Kil- 
marnock 

2. This is the Boston-trivia 
Big One: the Arlington-to- 
Hereford street names alternate 
between three and two syllables. 
Okay, so you have to give a little 
twist to how you pronounce 
Gloucester, but basically it works. 
Whether the state-appointed planners 
who laid out the streets for the massive 
mid- 1800s landfill project that created the 
Back Bay intended the pattern or not, 
19th-century guidebook writers acknowl- 
edged it with frequent references to the 
“trisyllabic and dissyllabic alternation.” 


Poof — you're a civic expert, and your 
buddies from Pittsburgh are going to start 
calling you Mr. Boston. 


Best place to 
Iry out your new 
fisheye lens 


Fisheye lenses are tremendous fun, and 
while they’re also tremendously expensive, 
you can find much-lower-priced lens 
attachments that produce almost the same 
results. But where to try out your newly 
acquired 180-degree field of vision? If you 
point your camera in the usual horizontal 


BACK BAY LENS: Trinity Church and 
the John Hancock Tower under the 
hemispherical gaze of a fisheye lens. 


directions, you'll find your artistry has to 
compete with your footwear. Solution: try 
pointing the camera straight up. That 
means you'll want as much interesting 
architecture as possible in the vicinity, and 
it would be hard to find a better contrast 
than St. James Avenue, in Copley 
Square, where you have Henry Richard- 
son’s Trinity Church on one side and the 
John Hancock building, all 60 stories of it, 
on the other. What makes this spot better 
still is the way Trinity is reflected in the 
Hancock’s mirror-like fagade: you can 
capture the original and the reflection in 
the same shot (not to mention a bit of the 
old Hancock building, on Berkeley Street). 
And you can vary the image by staying 
close to the church (there’s a convenient 
grassy plot) or moving into the street and 
closer to the Hancock — but watch out 
for cars: you don’t want to get run down 
before your pictures can be developed. 

St. James Avenue, Copley Square, 
Boston. 
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Best 100 minutes 
— about Boston 


\ 
~~ ii 


Have you been feeling like a 
complete moron? Have you 
realized that you’ve been walk- 
ing around this beautiful city of 
Boston not knowing a darn 
thing about it? You don’t know 
what the different lights on top of 
the old John Hancock building 
mean. You don’t know where the 
Boston Massacre took place. How do 
you expect to give that cute new girl 
from work a grand tour of the city when 
you really don’t know anything? Well, 
Old Town Trolley Tours is eager to 
enlighten you. Take our guide, Jeffrey 
Borkin, for instance. Though originally 
from Washington, DC, he knows a heck of 
a lot more about Boston than you do, and, 


more important, he’s a highly skilled driver 
of 26,000-pound vehicles. First and fore- 
most, however, he’s an entertainer. 
“There’s a fine line between educating a 
person and entertaining them,” Jeff says. 
“It is the successful tour guide that walks 
that line unwaveringly.” 

So if you’re tired of being ignorant 
about the city you live in, or if you’re just 
in the mood for an hour and 40 minutes of 
amusement while sitting next to people 
from New Jersey, hop on an Old Town 
Trolley tour. 

Old Town Trolley Tours, 329 West 
Second Street, South Boston. (617) 
269-7150. 
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Best New England 
holiday 


It’s not as if the Nina, Pinta, and Santa 
Maria landed off New Bedford or any- 
thing. Poll people outside New England 
about the region’s definitive holiday, and 
they'll all settle on Thanksgiving. That’s 
understandable. The connection’s obvious, 
but truth be told, Thanksgiving in New 
England is nothing special. Strangely, 
Columbus Day is. While the rest of the 
country focuses on Labor Day as the offi- 
cial “good-bye to summer” blowout, we’re 
too tied to the academic calendar to be 
anything but too busy in early September. 
So we give up Labor Day to moving and 
shopping and registering for classes — or 
working for the stores and services that 
profit from those chores — and save our 
recreational energies for the second week 
of October. 

Columbus Day itself means little to 
many people, and lately there’s been con- 
siderable guilt about celebrating that 
famous despoiler of Native American cul- 
ture. It’s just that Columbus Day is such a 


Continued on page 8 
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Exhibition and program support is provided by The LEF Foundation, 
Massachusetts Foundation for the Humanities, The Amelia and Robert 
Hutchinson Haley Lectures Fund, 

The Worcester Phoenix, STUFF Magazine, Greater Media Cable and 
WSRS/WTAG Radio. 
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This exhibition is organized by the MCA, San Diego with support from the NEA. 


WORCESTER ART MUSEUM 


Wed. - Sun. | lam-5pm, open Sat. at 10am; 508.799.4406; http://www.worcesterart.org 
55 Salisbury St., Worcester MA (1-290, RT. 9 Exit) 


















IN CORPORATE AMERICA, 
in a land where 16.5 million titles exist, 
LESS THAN 1% OF THE PEOPLE 
can seriously browse in a used bookstore. 
WANT TO TRY? 


Both stores open 7 days a week til late 


Ss | 





15 years in New to 
Harvard Square Davis Square 
(2300 S.F.) (4300 S.F. & Lower Level) 
8 Mt. Auburn St. 255 Elm St. 
Cambridge Somerville 


OPEN FOR BROWSING 
Mon - SUN TO 11PM 


OPEN FOR BROWSING 
Mon - SuN TO 10PM 





Get the skinny on 
Buy-Sell-Trade es ae 
Good used books ' 





We're not thin on arts 
& entertainment 


coverage. 


To find more listings 
would be. 4 tall order... 


And unlike here, 
we don’t have any 
bad puns there. 


Sun-Thur II-7 
Fri & Sat 1-9 
(617) 864-9625 











Poetry Book 
Shop, Inc. 


Established in 1927 


at 


Every moment, every day, every month, 










every year, we celebrate poetr 
ry y y 






Mon. - Sat. 12-6:30 






6 PLYMPTON STREET CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138 
TEL. (617) 5474648/1-800-234-POEM FAX (617) 5474230 
email: grolierpoetrybookshop@compuserve.com 






































We've moved 


x kK Kk * 
x KREK 


SEVEN STARS 
Crystals 
New Age Books 


731 Mass Ave 
Cambridge, MA 02139 
(617) 547-1317 


Guaranteed Gigs. 


Matching up even the most 
odd combinations of 
musicians in the 
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TOWER OF BABEL: John Harvard's statue always attracts a polyglot crowd of tourists. 
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well-timed weekend. Everyone’s settled in 
school, the leaves are turning, and the 
weather is likely to be crisp and invigorat- 
ing, so we all get in our cars and drive 
around — with nothing to do but evaluate 
the foliage and clean out the roadside 
stands. It’s become a regional holiday 
without purpose or contrivance — the per- 
fect time to wander aimlessly and get in 
touch with New England. 
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Best place 
to smell molasses 
on a hot day 


No, there isn’t a giant bakery that special- 
izes in gingerbread men on Commercial 
Street, between the North End and North 
Station. But back in the early 1900s there 
was a giant tank near there owned by a 
Boston rum distillery and filled with 
molasses. And on an unseasonably warm 
January 15, 1919, the vat burst and sent a 
1400-ton wave of molasses flowing 
through the streets of Boston. According 
to the history books, 21 people were 
drowned by the sticky black sweetener, 
and 150 were injured. And according to 
legend, the smell of molasses permeated 
Commercial Street for years afterward. 
The cobblestone street was eventually 
paved over, but some claim that you can 
still catch a whiff of molasses on a hot 
summer day. Others predict that the Big 
Dig is in the process of uncovering a par- 
ticularly distinctive smell of Boston past. 


Best undiscovered 
Somerville 
heighhorhood 


Quite frankly, the hype over Somerville’s 
Davis Square — a perfectly respectable 
but fairly bland student/working-class 
neighborhood that has inexplicably been 
pegged as the next Athens of Greater 
Boston by such hipness arbiters as the 
Utne Reader and Swing magazine — is 
getting a bit old. Trust us, Davis Square is 
no Amsterdam. But if you want to see 
something truly unique, go to Davis, and 
walk a few blocks up Holland Avenue into 
Teele Square, a tiny but eclectic inter- 
section of eateries and retail stores that is 
much more representative of the diversity 
Somerville offers. Where else, we ask, can 
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you eat Tibetan food, get your teeth 
cleaned, and have your Harley-Davidson 
repaired, all in a single block? 

Teele Square, Holland Avenue and 
Broadway, Somerville. 
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Best place to 
remind yourself why 
you hate tourists 


At all seasons of the year, Harvard Yard, 
one of the most historically redolent spots 
in notably redolent Cambridge, is a prime 
gathering ground for tourists. But at the 
height of the summer season and well into 
the fall, the Yard’s verdant sward seems 
practically to sprout foreign visitors, who 
swarm among the ancient buildings like a 
horde of designer-sport-suit-clad locusts 
and pose for interminable pictures in front 
of the solemn bronze statue of John Har- 
vard (apparently the locus at which all 
tourist vectors meet). Harvard seems to 
hold an inexplicable attraction for mon- 
eyed travelers the world over, and a typical 
summer-afternoon stakeout in front of the 
statue has been known to offer interludes 
in Italian, Spanish, Korean, Portuguese, 
German, Hindi, Arabic, Japanese, 
Norwegian, and an unidentifiable Slavic 
language. 

Since everyone gets exactly the same 
speech from tour guides (about the “three 
lies” appertaining to the John Harvard 
statue), locals who can’t escape the poly- 
glot deluge might be best advised to make 
use of it to brush up on their foreign-lan- 
guage skills. Those who live, study, and 
work in Harvard Yard have simply learned 
to live with the tourists, with attitudes 
ranging from barely repressed loathing to a 
kind of bemused appreciation. “They make 
it hard for me to get to work in the morn- 
ing,” muses Natalka Roshak, a Harvard 
senior who’s also employed part-time in 
one of the Yard buildings. “But I have 
learned to appreciate the musical sounds 
of the Japanese tongue.” 


Best place to remind 
yourself why you 
hate ‘progress’ 


For the past several years, the length of 
Mass Ave stretching from North Cam- 
bridge into Harvard Square has been 


Continued on page 10 




























ere GEE 


=e 


ee NN Soe 


ely ree 





LIKE A ’)/ CHEVY 
IT’S A CLASSIC 


Boston Billiard Club 
126 Brookline Avenue Boston, MA 
(617) 536-POOL 
www.bostonbilliardclub.com 


Now Booking Holiday Parties for Groups of 10-300. 





THE BEST 


EDITORS’ CHOICES , 


going thr 
mutating f1 

and-pop stot 

ing boutique 

took anchor 1 

there’s a G 

building, and 

ve rpriced 


iders to Cam 


shameles 

coffee tab 
bridge’s ever-increasing Saab set. The last 
losing of Nick’s 


straw, how 
1 dark dungeon of red- 


Beef & Beer, < 
leathered booths that reeked of grease, 

urbon and was the last hon 
area. Now Nick’s is history, 


and word is it’s going to be replaced by 


smoke, and bc 
est joint in the 


another teak-furnitured bar serving micro 
brews to nonsmoking junior execs and 
MBA candidates 


Jack and a street corner, 


Just give us a bottle of 


please 


@eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 


Best place to 
Shout ‘I'm the king 
of the world!’ 


As every Harvard student knows, the 
mausoleum-like Widener Library, now 
the largest college research library in the 
world, was originally built in 1914 by the 
mother of young Harry Elkins Widener — 
Harvard BA, class of 1907 — in memory 
of her son, who drowned when the Titanic 
went down. This makes the library’s gigan- 
tic marble piers flanking the steps the per- 
fect spot to do your Leo impression, there- 
by confusing the heck out of the crowds of 
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DREAM ON: space out in the Cambridge Public Library’s massive science-fiction collection. 


tourists who throng the steps at all times of 
day. You'll have to be prepared to stay out- 
side the library, though; Beth Brainard, 
communications officer for the Harvard 
library system, confirms that the Widener 
has seen something of a surge in interest 
since the release of Titanic, but says the 
library has no interest in taking advantage 
of the connection. However, she enthusias- 
tically recommends the new “virtual tours,” 
which let visitors take a “walk” through 
Widener and other Harvard facilities via 
the World Wide Web. Well, it’s certainly 
more educational than Doom. To take an 
electronic gander at poor Harry’s book 
collection, check out the Harvard Gazette 
Web site at http://www.news.harvard.edu. 


bi scsi 


Widener Library, Harvard University, 
Mass Ave, Cambridge. 


Best school from hell 


Anyone who thought the departure of 
Boston University chancellor John Sil- 
ber might foster a kinder and gentler BU 
must have been sniffing the mimeograph 
machine in the teachers’ lounge. The 
choice institution of jet-setting internation- 
als and 20th-percentile students from Long 
Island public schools has recently shown 
it’s as nasty as ever by terminating the 


school’s football program (in mid-season, 


clashing with its residential neigh 


n Circle, 


no less) 


bors in Audubx and championing 


the gentrification of the once enjoyably 
grungy Kenmore Square. Next up: a paint 


ed wooden Citgo sign 


@eeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeese 


Best place to 
travel the universe 
hetween the covers 


The Cambridge Public Library’s main 
branch (on Broadway, northeast of Har- 
vard Yard) offers, along with its many 
other fine collections and programs, a 
secret stash of what proves to be the 
hugest collection of old science-fiction 
novels you’ve ever seen. One of the librari- 
ans there seems to have a fetish for science 
fiction; as a result, the library’s collection 
of lovingly preserved SF paperbacks and 
hardcovers — many dating back to the 
’40s, 50s, and ’60s — not only occupies 
a considerable nook in the library’s main 
building, but also covers three wall-long 
bookshelves in the stacks and snakes down 
over two floors. 

With upward of 8000 volumes, this col- 
lection is terrifyingly thorough — it’s 
chock-full of arcane, one-print-run-in-the- 
60s SE, complete with the marks of eras 
past (antiquated typeface, old-paper smell 
and texture, lurid paintings of scantily clad 
women on the cover). Not only is this a 
treasure trove for researchers, it’s a perfect 
place to relive your childhood with Hein- 
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YOU DIDN’T GET ONLINE TO GET IN LINE, RIGHT? 


Then Shore.Net is the answer. We have the most powertul network of any local Internet service provider in New England. 
Three redundant 13 connections mean plenty of available bandwidth, guaranteeing you get connected fast. No waiting. 


No bottlenecks. No busy signals. Our extensive dialup area means your call is always local. And when you call Shore. Net, 


you get a real person with real answers. All at a really competitive price, really. 


Whether you're getting online for the first time, setting up a website or creating an Internet solution for your company, 


make the right connection. Get online at www.shore.net or call 781-ISP-2000. 
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? Victoria 's FREE Personal ran recently in the Phoenix 


Kit Kat or Reese’s Peanut 
Butter Cup? 

Definitely Kit Kats. | have a special 
way of eating them. | break off a 
stick and peel off the different layers 
of wafer. 


What's a interesting contradiction 
with you? 

Weill, I'm kinda shy but | love to per- 
form in front of people. My ultimate 
dream is to be the best basketball 
player in the NBA and Michael 
Jordan would be my buddy. After 





the game he’d say, “Hey, Vic, let’s go _f 


f get some burgers.” 


What do you in your Phoenix 
Personal, “...see beauty in rain”? 
{love the rain because it instills a 
different kind of emotion. Some peo- 
ple can see the beauty in all types of 
nature. | love to walk in thunder- 
storms. 


So, did the types of responses you 
got from _— Phoenix Personal 
you 
Yes, I've met a lot of really interest- 
ing people - from starving artists to 
.. successful entrepreneurs. | had won- 
s dered if anybody would read them or 
respond. But | did think that the 
Phoenix would be a great way to 
reach a diverse group of people who 
are fun and creative. And it has. 


“Place your FREE Personal! 
(617) 859-3283 © www.bostonphoenix.com 
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lein and Asimov, find that Philip K. Dick 
or Samuel Delany novel that went out of 
print in 1968, or bring the kids when too 
much Star Trek has started to make their 
eyes glaze over. And, since the CPL also 
houses one of the planets in the Museum 
of Science’s Community Solar System 
model (“Saturn is a giant ball of liquid 
hydrogen and helium... ”), it makes the 
atmosphere all the more conducive to a lit- 
tle inner-space travel. Spend a rainy day 
browsing the stacks and put the stars back 
in your eyes. 

Cambridge Public Library, 449 
Broadway, Cambridge. (617) 349-4040. 


Best place to pretend 
you're a millionaire 
while reading a hook 


If you fancy yourself a Jazz Age tycoon 
rubbing shoulders with the type of people 
who populate Fitzgerald’s novels, then 
obtain a visitor’s pass and enter the gal- 
leried halls of the Boston Athenaeum, 
one of the oldest independent libraries in 
the US. Founded in 1807, the Athenaeum 
occupies a building on Beacon Street that 
is now a national historic landmark. 
Although you won't be able to access the 
antiquarian tomes of New England history, 
the remarkable collection of old Boston 
newspapers like the Daily Advertiser, or the 
carefully preserved British and American 
broadsides and tracts, prints and pho- 
tographs, Native American literature, and 
Gypsy scholarship housed within this dis- 
tinguished institution — unless you’re a 
paying member, that is — you can saunter 
into the elegant reading room, pick up a 
Globe, and do your best Grace Kelly. 

If you still don’t feel like a million 
bucks, wander the ground floor, gaze up at 
the ornate medallioned ceilings, and con- 
template your finances in front of a bust of 
Franklin by Jean Antoine Houdon or a 
John Singer Sargent portrait. Should a 
winning Megabucks number allow you to 
purchase an annual membership, enjoy a 
full afternoon tea in the tranquil second- 
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LER: the train that makes walking to work worthwhile. 





floor gallery while you plan a special event 
with music and fine catering for your 
friends. But remember that the life of the 
upper class is not all it’s cracked up to be: 
dancing is not permitted in the library. 

Boston Athenaeum, 10’ Beacon Street, 
Boston. (617) 227-0270. 


Best sublime moment 
available on public 
transportation 


Emerging abruptly from the dark abyss of 
the soul that is the T’s underground tun- 
nels, the morning commuter finds herself 
thrust without warning into a cityscape of 
blinding sunlight, vine-topped brick build- 
ings, a vast expanse of genuine blue sky, 
and the most dazzling panorama of our 
city available anywhere as it spreads out on 
both sides of the glittering river. Where? 
Where else but the Charles/MGH stop, 
between Kendall and Park Street Stations 
on the Red Line. This three-minute 
epiphany almost makes the entire commute 
worth it. Even if you’re among the city’s 
nocturnal denizens who never ride the T 
before sunset, the skyline — replete with 
neon and studded with glowing white 
points of light — turns out to be even 
more beautiful at night. 

Red Line, over the river and through 
the trees. 


Best excuse for ~ 
why you B late 


It takes 20 minutes to ride the B Line from 
Kenmore Square to the intersection of 
Harvard Avenue and Comm Ave. It takes 
40 to walk. Should a train really be only 
twice as fast as an out-of-shape com- 
muter? Should a subway car have to wait 
for traffic lights? Does the B Line really 
have to stop every 15 feet along Comm 
Ave? Thin soil composition merits the 
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THE PERFECT GIFT 


Por those special nights on the town, dinner & dancing. A leisurely 
drive in the country or business appointments in the city. Wherever 
you want to go, Commonwealth Limousine Service can take you 


there in comfort and style. 


Boston's only licenced sightseeing limousine service featuring impec- 
cably maintained late model limousines, Stretch Limousines and 


Sedans. 


Corporate and personal accounts invited. Professional, sophisticated 
chauffeurs... friendly and knowledgeable... grace behind the wheel. 


Mi le ae 


617-787-5575 


American Express, Carte Blanche, 
Diner's Club, MasterCard, Visa 


Best of Boston Awards. 
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the Big Dig, Boston’s thrilling I-93 grand prix will be but a memory. 
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paradoxical above-ground subway, and 
there lies the downside to colorful Allston: 
it has the most inefficient form of public 
transportation since budget cuts nixed 
Southie’s piggyback industry. 

The acute slowness can actually be an 
advantage, however: if you miss a train, they 
can occasionally be caught at the next stop 
with time to spare; if you find yourself 
trapped among rowdy Sox fans and miss 
your stop, the next one is likely to be just as 
close to your house. Try that game on the 
Red Line — the trek from Alewife to Davis 
is no picnic. More than anything, the B Line 
provides the perfect lateness excuse. Instead 
of accepting responsibility for poor plan- 
ning, you can blame it on the slowest train 
since the Little Engine That Could. “It’s not 
my tault,” you can shrug. “It’s the soil.” 


Best existential traffic 
engineering 


Boston driving that reckless, erratic, and 
doom-courting style is not, as the natives 
would have it, a manifestation of the rugged 
Yankee character. It is simply a matter of 
bad roads. The Boston driver is at the mercy 
of some of the most barbarously under- 
engineered byways in this whole nation: 
street signs are nonexistent, lane markings 
come and go, green left-turn arrows are 
rare. The result: mass improvisation, hyste- 
ria, and brutal insurance premiums. 

And nowhere in metropolitan Boston 
does the driving get quite so absurd as at 
the junction of JFK Street and 
Mass Ave in Harvard Square. The traffic 


Good Food, Good Music, 
Good Times! 


Cool Blues 


wwwe.cool—bliues.com 





Live Blues every 
Friday / Saturday Night 


617-889-1312 





pattern has the perfect simplicity of an 
unsolvable riddle: two lanes from the right 
and two lanes from the left come together 
to form . . . two lanes. The right-hand lane 
of JFK and the left-hand lane of Mass Ave 
just merge into one another and keep on 
merging, to a sliver, to a point, to nothing 
at all. Is there a LANE ENDS sign? A MERGI 
sign? A YIELD? Nay. In heavy traffic, just 
before a major crosswalk full of lawsuit- 
ready Harvard undergrads, there is a place 
to drive, and then, perfectly, damningly, 
there is no place to drive anymore. 






























Best in-town | 
grand prix 


Some might think it’s a misnomer to call the 
following route “in town,” but that’s precise- 
ly why we chose it — because it, in fact, 
cuts right through the very heart of the city 
(and has the views to show for it) yet feels, 
and is, so defiantly separate from it. The 
greater irony, of course, is that this hair-rais- 


ing route is a temporary byproduct of the 
Big Dig, which seeks to wipe such errant 
and aloof thoroughfares out of existence. 
So. It’s 3 or 4 a.m. and you’re headed 
north on Interstate 93 with no cars in 
sight. You’ve just passed the Dorchester 
and Mass Ave exits. That’s the signal to 
grip the wheel. There are lights up ahead: 
movie-type lights, a zillion watts and blind- 
ing. They are shining right in your eyes 
when suddenly you see the MEN AT WORK 
sign that will shunt you into the left-hand 
lane, the only one open at this hour. All at 
once it strikes you that an audience of 40 


Continued on page 17 
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orange-bibbed men smoking cigarettes is 
watching your every move. Now another 
sign: quick turn, right-hand lane. A tunnel 
of orange cones and cement dividers; 
pavement like the Australian outback; tem- 
porary lane dividers blown to the shoulder 
like ticker tape. Whoa! There’s the sign for 
the Mass Pike; an arrow pointing in an 
ambivalent direction; you wonder if you’re 
on your way to the Berkshires when 
vyvrrrroocoommm hyperspace: you’re shoot- 
ing through the South Station tunnel. A 
cold hush descends on you before you’re 
spit out on the other side and suddenly 
you’re in the middle of this Blade Runner— 
esque cityscape of twinkling lights and 
glass, and you’re just in awe that Boston 
actually looks like this and you actually live 
here when the checkered flag comes down 
and the crowd goes wild... . 


Best place to watch 
the traffic crawl 


Thanks to our fair city’s unique traffic 
engineering, driving in Boston is infamous, 
both as a fount of endless frustration for 
motorists and the butt of many a joke. 
What most have failed to appreciate, how- 
ever, is how well suited the Boston driving 
aesthetic is to the paradigm of the specta- 
tor sport. In other words, as long as you’re 
not behind the wheel, Boston driving 
makes for some rather excellent and amus- 
ing viewing. The best spot in town to wit- 
ness the thrilling agonies of local transport 
is the Storrow Drive footbridge that 
connects the FleetCenter side of Storrow 
with the science-museum side. That partic- 
ular junction brings four of Boston’s idio- 
syncratic inconveniences together in one 
place — the rapid funneling of multiple 
lanes into just a few; the rotary; confusing 
or absent traffic signs; and the near-con- 
stant presence of construction crews, some 
working and many not. Viewed from above 
on any afternoon — between the hours of 
3 and 7 p.m., say — but particularly on 
Fridays, the action (or lack thereof ) on the 
road below packs at least as much pathos 
as your average Red Sox season, with all 
the psychological drama of a good Wim- 
bledon match. 


Best Soviet 
parking experience 


Life is full of pains in the ass, but few pains 
in the ass can be compared — either in 
their painfulness or in their location in your 
ass — to parking at the garage by the 
Kendall Square Cinema, a five-part 
activity that requires the consumer to do 
business with two machines and two long 
lines and two humans who are in separate 
locations nowhere near the consumer’s car. 
Look at the faces of patrons coming out of 
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the theaters: no, they’re not musing about 
love and death, they’re trying to remember 
what they’re supposed to do next! 

This experience — which once result- 
ed in our making the case to an employee 
that we should be allowed to remove our 
car from the facility on the grounds that 
we and the employee were “both people” 
— is annoying enough to drive even great 
lovers of independent film straight in the 
direction of Stella and her groove. Please: 
change your parking system! We haven’t 
encountered this kind of pointless bureau- 
cracy since the last time we tried to priva- 
tize a cement factory in Novosibirsk. This 
is what brought the Soviet Union down, 
and it can bring this parking garage 
down, too. 

Kendall Square Cinema, 1 Kendall 
Square. (617) 494-9800. 


Best (almost) free 
place to park in 
Harvard Square 


Anyone who has lived here for a long time 
has undoubtedly found his special spot — 
that place that’s just out of a tourist’s or 
suburbanite’s conception of what consti- 
tutes Harvard Square but in reality is only 
a brisk walk from where you want to go. 
So hop in your car, and follow us to ours. 
Okay, you in, seat belt fastened? Let’s go. 
If you’re coming down Mass Ave from 
Somerville, veer left into the tunnel instead 
of heading into the square. Get in the right 
lane, and as you head out of the tunnel, 
stay on Broadway. If you’re coming from 
Boston, up JFK Street, drive on through 
the square, and veer right under the 
bridge. Make sure not to collide with the 


person we just directed coming from 
Somerville. Now, drive a little way down 
Broadway, past Quincy and Prescott 
Streets. Okay, see that metered space 
between the blue Honda Accord and the 
silver Ford Escort? That’s the spot. It’s vir- 
tually always available. There’s a meter, so 
don’t forget quarters. Once you’re parked 
and paid, just walk up Ware Street to Har- 
vard Street, turn right, and face the 
majesty that is the Hong Kong. 


Best place to get 
a flat fixed 


It’s 3 a.m. and you’ve just dropped off 
your last pal after a night as designated 
driver, and that’s when you hear the pop’, 
hiss!, and “#$@%&!!” It’s a flat tire, you 
have no spare, and even if you did, you’ve 
got only a vague idea of how to put it on. 
Besides, you weren’t exactly a designated 
driver in the strictest of terms. When you 
call a tow truck for assistance, he already 
knows exactly where he’s taking you — 
Boston Tire. Folks, National Tire Ware- 
house this place ain’t. Bright yellow does 
not exist in the world of Boston Tire. This 
is an old tire yard, where wheels of varying 
size, condition, and shape (okay, they’re 
pretty much all round) are strewn every- 
where. If this is your first time, you may 
feel inclined to whimper “Don’t leave!” as 
the tow-truck driver pulls away. Don’t 
worry. This place is an institution. Any 
time of night (it’s open 24 hours), you'll 
find a line half-filled with frightened faces; 
the other half — non—Boston Tire virgins 
— will be wearing steady grins. When it’s 
your turn, the huge guy will make his way 
over to your tire, plop it off in the time it 
takes you to say, “It’s the front left one,” 
and bring it back to his workspace. You'll 
try to make idle chitchat. He’s not in the 
mood. He’ll plop your tire in his magical 
solution, find the hole, patch it up, put it 
back on your car, ask for 10 bucks cash, 
and move on to save another rubber soul. 

Boston Tire, 290 Southampton Street, 
Boston. (617) 442-5400. 
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Best automotive 
graveyard 


Missing the gas cap to your ’87 Toyota 
Celica, which sports a mere 180,000 
miles? Need to replace the rear driver’s- 
side door on your 68 Dodge Dart? Sure, 
you can order parts from a dealer or wan- 
der the aisles of Auto Palace, but where’s 


ee oe 


SUPPLEMENT TO THE BOSTON PHOENIX THE BEST NOVEMBER 6, 1998 17 


the adventure in that? For gearheads and 
weekend mechanics on a budget, A&H 
Auto Exchange in Salem offers the 
opportunity to experience a spare-parts 
safari. The A&H entrance is a long dirt 
driveway off of Robinson Road, which 
leads to a junkyard full of everything from 
Ford Explorers and AMC Javelins to old 
yellow school buses and ice-cream trucks. 
You'll need to bring your own tools, and 
sometimes it’s muddy, so wear boots and 
old clothes. The family that owns A&H is 
fair and they know their cars — stop in 
the office first and tell them what you’re 
looking for. Sometimes they can point you 
in the right direction, and sometimes you 
just have to hunt. 

A&H Auto Exchange, 15 Robinson 
Road, Salem. (978) 745-3472. 


Best place for 
gas (apologies 
to Taco Bell) 


What do you want when you go for a fill- 
up at a gas station? Yes, gas, but what 
else? That’s right, a smile. And at the lov- 
able Gas with a Smile on Mass Ave, it’s 
always a contest to see whose smile is big- 
ger — the friendly clerk’s or yours, after 
you get the best deal on fuel in town. Reg- 
ular unleaded prices are, like a Pedro Mar- 
tinez fastball, consistently in the low 90s. 
That'll get where you want to go, but if 
you’re lookin’ for something a little more, 
um, gassy, the super-unleaded hovers in 
the 95.9-cents-a-gallon range, and the 
supreme is $1.15. I’m not sure the price 
sign even has a slot for a third digit. Where 
does Gas with a Smile gets its gas? For all 
we know, the owners just ladle their fuel 
straight from Saddam Hussein’s private 
tank. Who cares? We’ve never left Gas 
with a Smile with a thirsty car or an empty 
pocket. Special mention to Jack’s Gas, 
where they simply answer the phone (617- 
547-9489), “Station!” Just down the street 
at 2535 Mass Ave, Jack’s prices are always 
as low. They just don’t have that old sign 
with the big shit-eating grin. 

Gas with a Smile, 2055 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge. (617) 876-6999. 


Best RMV in Boston 


Hidden in the basement of a building in 
the heart of Roslindale Village, the 


Continued on page 18 





There’s one 
restaurant 
place in 
Boston 
where mice 
are 
actually 
welcome. 


http://www.bostonphoenix.com/ 


Phoenix Dinin 


18 NOVEMBER 6, 1998 THE BEST SUPPLEMENT TO THE BOSTON PHOFNIX 


The 
comprehensive 
Guide 
on the Web. 


Phoenix 


City Life 


f: 


GOING POSTAL: you can’t beat the 24-hour service at Fort Point Channel. 
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Roslindale Registry of Motor 
Vehicles makes an almost-always-excru- 
ciating experience bearable — even plea- 
surable. The staffers are friendly, actually 
greeting disgruntled drivers with a smile 
despite the jibes and snickers thrown at 
them. But even better, they are efficient. 
They never leave you standing in line while 
they disappear into the back room. They 
never toss a sign up saying they are going 
to lunch. And the layout is well organized 
and clearly marked no more waiting for 
more than two hours just to find out you 
are in the wrong line. Speaking of lines, 
there are hardly ever any . . . and even 
when there are, they move much more 
quickly than the stagnant queues that pack 
other local registries. Although it isn’t that 
easy to find, the Roslindale registry is defi- 
nitely worth the extra few minutes it takes 
to spot the door located around the left 
side of the building. Finding parking may 
not be that easy, either . . . but don’t blame 
the folks at the registry. 

Roslindale Registry of Motor Vehicles, 
8 Cummins Highway, Roslindale. (617) 
351-4500. 
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Best flight out of town 


That Logan Airport is a hellhole is a fact 
so eternally, unflinchingly true that it 
tends to lose its force over time. We get 
used to walking through the squalor, to 
riding the crowded and steaming shuttle 
buses, to getting stacked up behind a 
dozen other jets in runway gridlock. So 
when we need a quick, cheap flight, we 
find ourselves southbound, heading for 
T.F. Green Airport in beautiful War- 
wick, Rhode Island. 

Rather than submitting to the slow and 
fetid Blue Line or the horrors of the Calla- 
han Tunnel, we zip down I-95 through a 
green and comely landscape. An hour and 
a quarter later, after passing through pic- 
turesque Providence on the elevated 
expressway, we peel off into Warwick, 
where there’s a compact, attractively mod- 
ern terminal with the wholesome and tidy 
appeal of a newish shopping center, the 
kind you’d find in a prosperous but not 
ostentatious suburb. 

Even the parking lot is charming. 
Despite being scarcely larger than the aver- 
age Kmart lot, it has a full system of num- 
ber- and letter-coded sectors through 
which little shuttle buses dutifully wend 
their way, stopping at different locations 
even if said locations are only 20 or 30 
yards apart. A week on the lot will cost 
you a grand total of $35. Inside, the termi- 


nal is airy and clean. There is no mood of 
persecution in the air. Your gate is near. 
The skies are open and full of light. You 
might not want to go back north. 

T-E. Green Airport, 2000 Post Road, 
Warwick, Rhode Island. (401) 737-8222. 


Best way 
to hitch a ride 


As if there weren’t already enough reasons 
not to drive in Boston (the drivers, the 
roads, the weather, the drivers, the roads 

. ), along comes the Boston Cab dis- 
patch. Well, they didn’t exactly just materi- 
alize. They’ve actually been operating for 
30 years, running up gas bills, carving out 
inane shortcuts, and molding themselves 
into the city’s best ride-for-hire. With 300 
battle-tested cars at their disposal, a pick- 
up zone that encompasses 617 and then 
some, and a regular clientele that numbers 
in the hundreds, they’re like a limo service 
without the exorbitant cost. Come to think 
of it, if you consider that they welcome 
credit cards and have a Lincoln Town Car 
coach service available upon request, 
they’re a bit tony themselves. And they’ve 
even developed their own account system, 
with personal vouchers and through-the- 
post billing. Once you get to know these 
guys, who needs a car? 

Boston Cab Dispatch, Boston. (617) 
536-2600, (617) 536-3200. 


Best Postal Service 
service 


We are not, on the whole, morning people. 
We are especially not Saturday-morning 
people. So when we want to mail some- 
thing from our nearest post office, we end 
up in one of two situations: either we’re 
stuck, groggy, in a long and unmoving line 
at an hour when our social-tolerance skills 
are at a deep low, or we’re banging on the 
door of a locked building, having missed 
the short weekend hours. 

But we don’t want to mail anything 
from our nearest post office anymore. 
Because we have discovered the glory that 
is the 24-7 post office at Fort Point 
Channel. Can’t get up by 1 p.m. on the 
weekend? Swing by at 7 p.m. Saturday 
evening. Heck, swing by at 10 p.m. on 
Sunday — traffic is light, and the Fort 
Point Channel crew is waiting for you. 


Continued on page 22 





25 locations including 
Boston (617) 731-6100 - Danvers (978) 777-3344 - Burlington (781) 272-2222 Braintree (781) 848-3733 - Pembroke (781) 826-1155 
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for your car, 
truck or van 


ELLIS. 


“ELLIS THE RIM MAN" 
MOTORING ACCESSORIES 


1001 Commonwealth Avenue, Boston, MA 02215 
617-782-4777 USA WATS 1-800-445-6437 
FAX 617-782-1462 
















featuring the Best brands: 
THULE ¢ MOMO e PIAA e BEL @ MANIK 
VENTSHADE ¢ COVERCRAFT ¢ BOSTOP 
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Got e-mail? 


Want to 
win free 
concert 


tickets? 




















Subscribe to Phoemail, 
the weekly email list of 
the Phoenix and B.A.D. 


Every week, you'll get an update 
on what's happening in 
that week's paper, 
sent to your email box. 









So you can stay up on what's 
happening in Boston! 


And all through the fall we'll have lots 
of concert tickets that 
only subscribers can win. 
It’s free! 












Go here to start getting Phoemail: 
http://www.bostonphoenix.com/Phoemail/subscribe.html 
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And it’s not just the hours. The service 

at Fort Point Channel, even in the middle 
f the night, is impeccably quick and effi- 

cient. The line moves so briskly that we've 
never come close to overstaying our limit 
at the 15-minute parking spaces 
spaces right outside the door, we might 
add. Best of all, the post office is right on 
top of South Station, so that our out-of- 
state missives, unlike the early birds’, go 
directly onto the train, speeding off to 
their destinations so smoothly that 
nobody would dream of accusing us of 
procrastination. 

Fort Point Channel Post Office, 
25 Dorchester Avenue, Boston. (617) 
654-5327. 
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Best noncommercial 
cyher-outpost 


With big-budget services such as Yahoo!, 
Microsoft’s Sidewalk, and America Online 
all battling to provide the most comprehen- 
sive (and profitable) cyberguides to 
Boston, what could a lone, unpaid hobbyist 
hope to offer? Plenty, as it turns out. For 
the past four years, thirtysomething Brook- 
lyn transplant Adam Gaffin has been 
uploading increasingly slicker and bigger 
versions of Boston Online from his 
Roslindale home. 

Boston Online offers links to every 
local Web site Gaffin can find, including 
things to do, live Web cams, politics, 
media, and more. But what really sets 
Boston Online apart is Gaffin’s original 
content, served up with a light touch. Gaf- 
fin’s best-known project is “The Wicked 
Good Guide to Boston English,” but per- 
haps his most useful is “The Wicked Good 
Guide to Public Restrooms.” After holding 
out for several years, Gaffin — who's a 
Webmaster in his day job, too — has 
begun running a few discreet advertise- 
ments to help pay the bills. But the origi- 
nal amateur spirit remains. Ask him what 
he does when he’s not online, and he 
buries his face in the crook of his arm in 
mock chagrin. “I don’t do very much,” he 
confesses. “I’m a geek.” 

Boston Online, http://www.boston- 
online.com. 


Best concrete heach 


Sad but true: dogs can no longer swim in 
the reflecting pool at the Christian 
Science Mother Church (their hairs 
clog the filters, according to an apologetic 
sign). But kids can still cool off in the 
adjacent fountain, and they take full 
advantage of the opportunity. On hot sum- 





COOL RUNNINGS: soothing waters lure overheated urbanites to t 


mer days, bright towels cover the knee- 
high ledge at the far end of the complex, 
and pairs of tiny sandals and sneakers line 
up, discarded, at its base. While watchful 
adults relax beneath trees trimmed into 
perfect green gumdrops, little ones dart in 
and out of the spray, wet and giggling. 

The Christian Scientists never intended 
to create a “major recreation area,” says 
security-operations manager Scott Regan, 
but they’ve graciously accepted the fountain 
“beach” as an urban tradition. (There’s 
even an ice-cream truck that parks there all 
day.) Though Symphony Hall is nearby, 
not to mention the domed Mother Church, 
built in 1894, just about all that’s visible 
from the beach blankets is the back of the 
Pru and the unmistakably 1970s architec- 
ture of the church’s beige administrative 
complex. But here, unlike at the notorious 
City Hall Plaza, the “City of Tomorrow” 
effect somehow works. Maybe it’s the bits 
of greenery; maybe it’s the buildings’ 
soothingly repetitive design. Mostly, it’s 
that the people have made it their own. 

First Church of Christ, Scientist, 175 
Huntington Avenue, Boston. (617) 
450-2000. 
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Best place to 
imitate Pat Boone 
in Journey to the 
Center of the Earth 


Probably the only visit you'll ever pay to 
the center of the earth outside a movie the- 
ater is at the Christian Science Publishing 
Society's Mapparium, located at the First 
Church of Christ, Scientist complex in 
Boston. The 30-foot stained-glass dome, 
accessible by a glass catwalk bridging the 
diameter, is a proportionally correct map 
of the entire world, complete with 1930s- 
era political divisions marked in bright col- 
ors and functioning clocks arranged along 
the equator to mark global time. 

Designed by architect Chester Lindsay 
Churchill, the Mapparium was construct- 
ed between 1933 and 1935 from 608 
panels illuminated by approximately 300 
electric lights. Each of the translucent 
panes represents 10 degrees of longitude 
and latitude, and the massive globe cham- 
ber is the only one of its kind in the 
world. Currently under restoration, the 
Mapparium won’t be open to the public 
until next summer, but it’s well worth the 
wait: since the glass dome is entirely 
soundproofed, it channels sound waves 
and voices along the walls and fires them 
back to the center of the room, creating 
weird, sci-fi echoing effects. Just don’t 
start singing “My Heart’s in the High- 
lands” or you may induce group nausea. 
If you’re lucky enough to occupy the cat- 
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walk alone, stand perfectly still for a few 
moments and wait for the percussive 
thump to rattle your ears it’s your 
heartbeat, silly. 

Christian Science Publishing Society 
' 


175 Huntington Avenue, Boston. (61 
450-2000 


Best hotel lobhy staff 


One of the four oldest hotels in the city, 
the Ritz-Carlton is well known for its 
celebrity guests and aristocratic atmos- 
phere. But whether you’re a tourist cutting 
through to sneak a peek at the swanky 
hotel, a shopper desperately in search of a 
bathroom, or a local dodging bad weather, 
the lobby staff at the Ritz has a nod and a 
smile for you. No question goes unan- 
swered and no restroom request gets 
turned away. Although the staff members 
are sworn to preserve the privacy of the 
hotel’s guests, they are also trained to act 
as ambassadors of Boston. “In all of the 
Ritz-Carltons throughout the world, we 
believe in ladies and gentlemen serving 
ladies and gentlemen,” explains Christo- 
pher McLeod, who oversees the lobby staff 
as director of guest services. And that’s 
just how Margaret McLaughlin, a tourist 
from Glasgow, Scotland, felt when she was 
searching for a bathroom. “You almost 
assume a place like this will turn you away, 
but they were so nice, so accommodating,” 
she said. The Boston landmark is currently 
undergoing exterior renovations, but that 
doesn’t stop the tails-sporting door staff 
from making their presence and their 
expertise available to everyone. 

Ritz-Carlton Hotel, 15 Arlington Street, 
Boston. (617) 536-5700. 
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Best men's room 


Sheila Kennedy and Frano Violich’s award- 
winning men’s room at the Cyclorama is 
practically worth a trip to the South End 
The designers say they want to “heighten 
public awareness of how plumbing con- 
nects us all.” The room itself is elegantly 
spacious, sporting a modern, utilitarian 
design. Copper, glass, brick, and porcelain 
capture and soothe the eye with a muted 
rainbow of colors. It takes a little finding, 
as it’s hidden way in the back of the Cyclo- 
rama’s spectacular glass-domed gallery. But 
it’s worth the effort, even if you really don’t 
have to use it. How many public restrooms 
in Boston can you say that about? 

Cyclorama, Boston Center for the Arts, 
539 Tremont Street, Boston. (617) 426- 
5000. 


If Superman had donned his robe in the 
lobby-level phone booth of the Four 
Seasons, he might very well have 
emerged wearing Alan Bilzerian, clipped on 
his cell phone, and flown off to an 8 p.m. 
reservation at Clio. As big as some studio 
kitchen spaces, these dapper dens of public 
connection are like offices — in some 
ways, even better. Perpetual cleanliness, a 
controlled climate (AC in the summer), 
and a wood-lined door with a polished 
brass handle set the scene. Both the pay 
phone (set into brass, of course) and the 
adjacent in-house phone have longer-than- 
usual cords, allowing you to take full 
advantage of the ornately embroidered but 
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DOFF THAT CAP: the urbane staff members at the Ritz-Carlton are Boston’s best 





oddly solo ottoman that serves as furniture. 
A marble working surface, a pencil and 
paper holder to match, and unchained 
phone books make up for the few design 
faux pas. Pink-tinged ecru walls add to the 
subdued luxury, as does a framed print of 

get this Russian embroidered furni- 
ture. And, yes, collect calls are allowed. 

Four Seasons Hotel, 200 Boylston Street, 
Boston. (617) 338-4400. 
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Best elevator 


People love elevators. They’ll use them even 
when they need to go only one flight up. 
That’s why it’s shocking how many people 
ignore the elevator at the cavernous Porter 





Square T station, where the escalators, 
even if they are working, are steep enough 
and crowded enough to wear out even the 
most athletic commuters. Maybe everyone 
thinks the elevator’s strictly for the infirm 
Maybe people, after a long day of work, 
masochistically want to punish themselves a 
little more I’ve even seen people take the 
stairs! Or maybe people, after a ride on the 
T, simply don’t want to trust any more city- 
owned machinery. My bet, though, is that 
as people fight their way off the train and 
are then swept up into the herd thundering 
toward the escalators, they simply don’t 
notice the precious elevator. The funny 
thing is, it’s literally right in front of as you 
get off the car. The cold metal door doesn’t 
look inviting, and if the elevator’s at the 
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WHERE THE JOURNEY IS AS IMPORTANT AS THE DESTINATION 


feminist studies 
writing & literature 
multicultural studies 
social inquiry & history 
health arts; nature, healing & culture 
psychology & counseling 
performing & visual arts 
media studies & communication 
natural sciences & ecological studies 
leadership & community organization 
teacher education & school guidance 


¢ Bachelor of Arts « Master of Arts « Master of Fine Arts in Creative Writing 
¢ Master of Fine Arts in Interdisciplinary Arts 


Goddard enrolls 552 students from 41 states and 5 foreign countries who pursue undergraduate and graduate 
degrees. The progressive philosophy of education at Goddard encourages student designed degree programs, 
independent study, and experimental learning. There is an undergraduate campus program and six different low 
residency options for off-campus, independent study at the BA, MA, and MFA level. 


Plainfield, Vermont 1-800-468-4888 Rolling Admissions 
NEASC Accredited since 1959 Admissions@earth.goddard.edu 
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top, there’s going to be a bit of a wait. But 
what’s the rush? — you're just going to 
Porter Square, after all. No, there isn’t an 
elevator man like in some fancy lifts down- 
town. And yes, the ride can be a little 
bumpy and smelly. But it’s a nice place, full 
of happy, relaxed people feeling lucky. 








Best strangely 
compelling reason 
for considering 
converting to a 
patriarchal religion 


Clad in their traditional “modest” clothing 
— suits for the men and long dresses and 
white bonnets for the women — the 
‘Singing Mennonites’ cluster pic- 
turesquely in Harvard Square, singing 
psalms for several hours on end and hand- 
ing out tracts in languages from Arabic to 
Ukrainian. The Mennonites are certainly an 
incongruous sight amid the capitalist bustle 
of city life, and for the average pedestrian, 
the congregation’s religious fervor — not 
to mention the world-view expressed in 
their tracts, which often date back to the 
1970s and warn of the evils of everything 
from television to divorce, “witchcraft” to 
evolutionary theory — seem to mark them 
as serious eccentrics. But for the members 
of the Mendon Mennonite Church, the goal 
is a simple one: “We feel compelled to tell 
the world what God has done for us, and of 
Christ’s love,” explains Barbara Wenger, 
whose husband is the church deacon. “We 
feel it’s our duty.” And the singers do know 
what they’re getting into when they choose 
to make themselves a public curiosity. 
Especially in Harvard Square, “People have 
said things to us that . . . aren’t very kind,” 
Wenger says diplomatically. An interesting 
reaction, coming from a place that prides 
itself on its diversity and — dare we say it? 
— its tolerance. It takes courage to play to 
a crowd like that. 

The “Singing Mennonites” do their 
routine one weekend a month during the 
summer. Friday and Saturday afternoons 
they're on Boston Common; Friday evening 
they’re in Harvard Square. 
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Best place to 
Pemember being 

an altar boy and 
forgetting your Latin 


A traumatic recollection for many 
former altar boys is the void 
of forgetfulness that 

opened up during that 

first mass, when the cele- 
brating priest uttered the 
words Ago ad altarem Dei. 
Long after you’ve been scold- 
ed to learn your Latin by an 
aging monsignor, the correct 
response — Ad Deum qui 
laetificat juventutam meam 
— pops into your 
mind, but by that 
time, much of the 
joy of your youth 
has gone and 
you’ve probably 
been forever 
soured to the 
somber beauty 

of the Latin- 
language mass. 






















SAINT MIKE? 7o Barnicle, professional 
downfall just fueled his own legend. 
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MAMA MIA: the world’s most famous virgin towers 30 feet high in East Boston. 
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The Holy Trinity and St. James 
Church in the South End offers such 
unfortunates a second chance, not to 
mention providing a truly serene and spiri- 
tual experience for seekers of peace and 
contemplation of every faith, lapsed or 
otherwise. Every Sunday at noon they cel- 
ebrate the old-style mass, complete with 
music, and that memory-defying 
tongue. “It’s the only church in the arch- 
diocese that offers the Tridentine mass,” 
says Father Hugh O’Regan, the church’s 
administrator. “That’s the mass as it was 
established at the Council of Trent. We’ve 
been doing so since the Holy Father issued 
an indult allowing it 10 years ago.” Some 
200 worshipers of diverse backgrounds 
attend every week. With its incantatory 
polyphonic music and Gregorian chant, 
it’s a sublime way to pass the time until 
the words Ite, missa est. 

Holy Trinity and St. James Church, 
140 Shawmut Avenue, Boston. (617) 
426-5409. 
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Best simulated 
Martyrdom 


It wasn’t bad enough to borrow old jokes 
and call it a column. Or to lie about it to 
his bosses. No, Mike Barnicle had to 
assemble every aging white male journalist 
in the world to take up his cause and 
accuse the Globe of political correctness, of 
making him pay for a black woman’s sins. 
He showed up on morning television, and 
his supporters took to print and airwaves 
defending him as the model of virtue. 
Before this all broke, he’d even compared 
himself in print to Michael 
Collins, the noble [rishman who 
suffered unjustly. At the press 
conference where Matt Storin 
made obeisance to the Power 
of Mike by announcing that 
Barnicle had been un-fired, 
there was a real hangdog 
look to the columnist’s face, 
akin to humility — almost. 
In retrospect, that look 
may have been anxiety — 
waiting for the other shoe to 
drop. Unfortunately for the 
self-proclaimed honest man, a 
half-dozen shoes fell from the 
skies at once. Suddenly, 
the public learned the 
Globe had settled no 
fewer than three cases 
brought on by Barnicle 
columns in previous 
years; what looked to be 
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plagiarism was demonstrated (in a 
Phoenix story) in a column about a his- 
torical figure; and worst yet — for a man 
who evinced little sympathy toward fallen 
colleague Patricia Smith when she was 
found to have invented characters — it 
appears he fabricated a touchy-feely col- 
umn about cancer (which contained a 
clumsy stab at racial harmony). In the 
end, he was a classic martyr: having 
taken risks for years while couching his 
deeds in the language of the people, he 
both hastened his own demise and made 
sure people would mourn the loss. The 
only question now is how will he make 
the next leap — to sainthood? 


Best place to hang 
with a 30-foot virgin 


If you’re hounded by the feeling that some- 
one’s got their eye on you, look no further. 
This larger-than-life Madonna (and we 
don’t mean the flesh-baring, Oscar-going, 
“Papa Don’t Preach”—singing mother of 
Lourdes Maria) is the genuine article. She 
looks out beatifically over Boston Harbor 
and the city from her perch atop a hill in 
East Boston, outside the Don Orione 
Home, a former church converted into a 
residence for the aging. Spot her from on 
high (try the Bunker Hill Monument) or 
from the water, or get up close on Orient 
Avenue itself. The Phoenix can’t vouch for 
her mystical powers, but an earnest “Ave 
Maria” can hardly hurt: Suffolk Downs is 
right around the corner. 

Don Orione Home, 111 Orient Avenue, 
East Boston. (617) 569-2100. 
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Best political 
rabhle-rousers 


lan MacKinnon, a Cambridge-based 
performance artist, and Alan Nidle, the 
manager of the hip Zeitgeist Gallery, are 
two people who understand that the best 
humor is often political. So for the past 
several years, the thirtysomething pair 
have engaged in some sharp but good- 
natured stunts poking fun at elected offi- 
cials in Cambridge and beyond. Last 
spring, MacKinnon turned heads at Mass 
College of Art as the “Candidate with 
Nothing to Hide,” strolling around nude 
and registering young voters. He also 
made a bid for the Cambridge City Coun- 
cil in an unsuccessful campaign that 
















included some hilarious moments, includ- 
ing wrapping City Hall in red tape (literal- 
ly) to symbolize government gridlock. 

MacKinnon’s pal Nidle, who runs a sum- 
mer outdoor-movie series called “The 

Wildlife Preserve,” 
parade through Central Square to protest 


staged a torch-lit 


the city’s indifference to public art (he 
dressed as the Kingfish, Huey Long) 
Nidle also sponsored a “Rapper’s Debate” 
for the Eighth Congressional District; Alex 
Rodriguez was the only candidate with the 
guts to show up and drop rhymes. Smart 
but never mean, MacKinnon and Nidle are 
the kind of provocateurs that today’s 
politicians need. 

Zeitgeist Gallery, 312 Broadway, 
bridge. (617) 876-2182. 


Cam- 


Best drag queen 


There’s always at least one strutting 
through the mile-long Gay Pride Parade in 
a tight skirt and heels, flipping her plat- 
inum hair and basking in the cheers of the 
South End boys. 
drag queens have always occupied 


From Stonewall to 
RuPaul, 
a place in urban gay male culture, so it’s 
no surprise that a blond bombshell was the 
hit of Pride this year. The twist is that this 
time, she really was a she: Marjorie 
Clapprood. Some say her march up 
Tremont Street won over the Cult of 
Beauty in a single day, obliterating the 
other nine candidates with sheer glamour. 
Folks like Susan Tracy and Thomas Keane 
were stuck trudging along, saddled with 
unfashionably straightforward experience 
and credibility — no match for the Gold- 
en Girl. 
To be fair, of course, she supported gay 

adoptions long before it was stylish to do 
o, and her professional credentials 
include both a stint as a state rep and a 
long turn as a talk-show host. But the 
boys in front of Geoffrey’s weren’t 
whistling because of her credentials — it 
was the fabulousness quotient that 

eclipsed her competitors who also 

marched (Ray Flynn, perhaps aware that 
he’ll never be pretty, didn’t show up at 
all). The doesn’t-she-look-great mantra of 
drag culture became the de facto slogan 
that won the day, if not the election. 
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Best reason to file 
your taxes on time 


Dianne Wilkerson. 53] 
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STAR SEARCH: the Esplanade and Memorial Drive are the best places to spot celebrities in Boston and Cambridge. 





Channel 7 made headlines when it went 
tabloid several years back; pundits predict- 
ed that its sex-and-blood appeal would 
demolish the competitors. Local news hon- 
chos were suddenly faced with an aesthetic 
that seemed geared toward teasers like 
“Love-child prompts explosion — footage 
at 11.” What could possibly draw more 
viewers than that? The answer was incred- 
ibly Bostonian: tradition. 

Since the ’70s, Channel 5 (WCVB) 
has retained its viewers by offering serious 
news coverage, with a respected team in 
front of and behind the cameras. Locals 
feel as though they’re on a first-name basis 
with husband-and-wife team Chet (Curtis) 
and Natalie (Jacobson), whose fidelity 
looks especially attractive in a Lewinsky- 
era world. Veterans like Dick Albert and 
younger stars like Heather Kahn connect 
with viewers by taking their jobs seriously. 
No one turns to WCVB for glamour (even 
if the media made a huge deal out of 
Jacobson’s new hairdo); they tune in 


in droves for news. 


Best place to spot 
celebrities 


It’s a sunny day and you’re on your 
blades when boom — you roll smack into 
Cindy Crawford. Hasn’t happened yet? 
Well, you never know — at least that’s 
the fantasy of readers, who think 


Memorial Drive is best for star-gazing. 
It’s not a bad guess — at one end of the 
drive, Harvard lures the glitterati for 
Hasty Pudding honors, while MIT is like 
flypaper for Famous Brains at the other. 
Your best bet is Sunday, when Memorial 
Drive closes down and becomes a mall for 
walkers, bladers, and — hey, it could 
happen — supermodels. 

Across the Charles, the Esplanade 
offers the same view, but a different vibe. 
For one thing, instead of strolling, loung- 
ing is in. Tanned bodies stretch out in 
Speedos next to lovers cooing over picnic 
baskets — all while the ringing of cell 
phones reminds you that this slip of green 
isn’t some small-town park. The annual 
televised July 4 concert has so ingrained 
the spot in the American subconscious that 
visiting movie stars and musicians alike 
can’t resist checking it out. All you have to 
do is stake out your territory, act casual, 
and — behind sunglasses, of course — 
keep your eyes open. 

Memorial Drive, Cambridge; Esplanade, 
Boston. 
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Best local Internet 
service provider 


The Internet is one of those mixed-blessing 
hybrids that make our lives so much easier 
— when it isn’t just making everything 
more complicated. AOL learned that hell 
hath no fury like a customer who can’t log 
on, while other Internet providers pray to 
avoid meltdowns of their own. To keep in 
the game, providers have to offer not only 


a quality product, but reliable service. The 
Internet Access Company, more commonly 
called TIAC, has managed to provide both 
since the beginning of the Internet craze. 
What keeps happy subscribers clicking on 
is a combination of e-mail, 10 MB Web- 
page space, incentives for recruiting, and 
the ability to access your account from 
computers other than the one you initially 
subscribed from. And because everyone 
likes freebies, TIAC’s Web site can hook 
you up with shareware and freeware. So 
far, TIAC has avoided any reputation- 
crushing glitches, and its fans — some 
having jumped ship from other servers — 
remain loyal. 

Aside from the manifold Internet 
services it offers, the spirit of community 
is what subscribers to Lynn-based 
Shore.Net seem to appreciate about this 
five-year-old company. Offering discounts 
to nonprofit organizations and educational 
facilities in its hometown, Shore.Net is 
investing in the people who make it possi- 
ble for this Internet business to be in busi- 
ness, as well as in the future of its young 
residents. Public schools and libraries 
receive a full year of dial-up service free 
through Shore.Net, which seems unfath- 
omably generous for such a small fish in 
the big virtual pond. Making good on the 
shibboleth “Local ties . . . world-class con- 
nections,” it has established 49 dial-up 
locations throughout central and eastern 
Massachusetts in half a decade; and that’s 
indisputable proof that its service is as reli- 
able as its heart. 

The Internet Access Company, 175 The 
Great Road, Bedford, (781) 932-2000; 
Shore.Net, 173 Oxford Street,Lynn, (781) 
477-2000. 
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Best local ‘zine 


Oh, those wacky kids at the Weekly 
Week. Who'd have known that a humor 
rag billing itself as “Boston’s only redun- 
dant source for news” would last? 


ERIC ANTONIOU 








Launching a magazine comes with no 
guarantees, but someone must know what 
tickles people’s funny bone, because WW 
just celebrated its first birthday. With 
satirical articles and reporting running 
from the overtly political (“Real World 
Calcutta”) to the esoteric (“Tomboy Ter- 
rorizes Small Town”), this Somerville 
paper now has a growing legion of devo- 
tees who depend on getting a regular dose 
of the giggles. Whether funny strange or 
funny ha-ha, its unexpected success 
means these jokesters really do get the last 
laugh. 

Cheesebail is one of those magazines 
so hip it can afford to mock itself with a 
lame-o name. Its cover art is cartoony-cool 
and its sensibility is definitely playful, but it 
devotes serious energy to covering the local 
rock scene. Interviews with Boston rockers 
and nightlife features get served up by 
young writers who combine musical 
knowledge with in-your-face opinion. It’s 
getting a reputation outside of Boston due 
to favorable mentions on the Internet. 
Cheeseball can be seen as a perfect 
metaphor for an ironic generation: it looks 
like a slacker, but it works. 

Weekly Week, PO Box 1794, Somerville, 
(617) 629-7747; Cheeseball, 510 Comm 
Ave, No. 23, Boston. 


Best local 
honprofit group 


After more than a decade and a half, 
AIDS has not gone away. We know more 
than we ever did, which can be great 
(combination treatments) or terrible (the 
discovery of a new sub-strain this sum- 
mer). For organizations like the AIDS 
Action Committee, this means the bat- 
tle is always changing. Where once it was 
the HIV-negative community that needed 
education (“No, you can’t get it from a 
water fountain”), now it’s the positive who 
need to unlearn myths (protease inhibitors 
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are not a cure). Meanwhile, the fight for 
medical rights and dignity continues. One 
thing that makes the AIDS Action Com- 
mittee so beloved is the way it brings the 
city together. At events like the annual 
dance-a-thon and AIDS Walk, suburban 
college kids and dreadlocked radicals work 
side by side for themselves, their friends 
and lovers, or complete strangers. At a 
time when political apathy threatens to 
engulf even the most devoted activists, 
that’s a good thing to see. 

AIDS Action Committee, 131 Clarendon 
Street, Boston, (617) 437-6200. 
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Best school for adult 
education classes 


You've seen the body-pierced students 
smoking in front of Emerson, or maybe 
you've heard BU frat boys belting out a 
drinking song. Either way, you’re pretty 
sure you’ve outgrown college life — but 
your mind is still craving to learn more 
than PBS can give you. You couldn’t possi- 
bly find a more grown-up setting for class- 
work than the Boston Center for 
Adult Education. Housed in a gorgeous 
Comm Ave mansion, it offers courses year- 
round — days, nights, and weekends — 
designed especially for adults. Learn to 
write for business or practice a foreign lan- 
guage — and do it among other people 
who've left their tie-dye and clove-cigarette 
days behind. 

It takes chutzpah to open a learning 
institution in the shadow of Harvard, but 
the Cambridge Center for Adult 
Education has the requisite spunk and 
personality to pull it off. Adults come from 
all over the state to try its eclectic offerings 
— cooking-themed market excursions, 
yoga for beginners, high finance — and 
get hooked into coming again and again. 
As the sponsor of famous-author readings 
and ongoing musical events, CCAE man- 
ages to offer the community the perks of a 
university without the attitude. In Harvard 
Square, that’s an achievement in itself. 

Cambridge Center for Adult Education, 
42 Brattle Street, Cambridge, (617) 
547-6789; Boston Center for Adult 
Education, 5 Comm Ave, Boston, (617) 
267-4430. 





Best realty agency 


It used to be that if you wanted to get the 
jump on real-estate listings, you got the 
Sunday Globe at the stroke of midnight 
and called the landlord for a crack-of- 
dawn showing. Now, Apartment 
Access takes it a step further by 
promising to get 
you listings 
before they 
come 
out 





WILLIAM PLOWMAN 





A MIGHTY FORT 


















in print. You tell them what you want (be 
realistic: a $600 two-bedroom penthouse 
in the South End is unlikely) and they 
search through the listings provided to 
them by owners and brokers. Then they 
e-mail or fax you every match they find. 
This kind of service is a distinct advan- 
tage in a city where rental needs far surpass 
sales. With vacancy rates hovering around 
1 percent, it helps to have someone else 
doing the legwork. Apartment Access also 
makes the process more economical for you 
by charging a one-time fee — which 
requires them to work for you till you are at 
last in a new home. This means big savings 
compared to the outrageous fees brokers 
can charge — first, last, security, and 
whimsy fees — and it’s a lot easier besides. 
Apartment Access, http:// 
www.apartmentaccess.com, 1674 Beacon 
Street, Brookline, (617) 975-0003. 


Best public event 


While activists fight to keep the Starbucks 
Effect from homogenizing their communi- 
ty, residents can count on the Central 
Square Worid’s Fair to reflect the diver- 
sity the neighborhood has long been 
known for. Even the rain doesn’t dampen 
the enthusiasm of the hippies and yuppies, 
immigrants and students who groove 
together to the sounds of blues, gospel, 
rock, and salsa. Vendors hawk everything 
from conch salad to hemp wear, the kind 
of things that you can’t buy from a chain 
— in other words, just what you’d expect 
in Central Square. 

The granddaddy of athletic events, of 
course, is the Boston Marathon. It’s not 
just that the whole world is watching — 
it’s that the whole world is headed our 
way. Think of it: runners racing across the 
Serengeti Plain while picturing Wellesley, 
or zipping up the Andes as a practice for 
Heartbreak Hill. The drama of the event is 
enough to make stoic Yankees line the 
streets screaming for winners they’ve never 
seen before the race (or, in the case of 
Rosie Ruiz, during the race). It’s been a 
while since the Sox, Celtics, or Bruins were 
on top, but one thing never changes: our 
marathon is number one. 

Central Square World's Fair, 280 Green 
Street, Cambridge, (617) 868-3247; Boston 
Marathon, Boston, (617) 236-1652. 


Best historic building 


This being New England, land of Pilgrims 

and revolutionaries, historic buildings are 

everywhere. Heck, the room you're reading 

this in is probably a prerevolutionary 

redoubt tucked within a venerable edifice 
that once withstood fire during a pitched 

battle. Amid all this architectural and 
historic bounty, however, people 
have their 
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RESS is Trinity Church, H.H. Richardson’s Romanesque masterpiece in Copley Square. 


COMIN’ AT YA: the best runners in the world pound the pavement during the Boston 
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Marathon, one of our readers’ favorite public events. 





favorites. South of the Charles, the vote 
goes to Trinity Church, that 121-year- 
old stone edifice facing the Boston Public 
Library in Copley Square. Designed by 
H.H. Richardson and constructed in 1877, 
the church is famed for its vaulted ceilings 
and lack of garish ornamentation, hall- 
marks of the Romanesque style that was 
popular in the 19th century. Walk into 
Trinity’s dark, cavernous interior, experi- 
ence the meditative environment so tran- 
quil and distant from the chaos of the city 
square outside, and you'll understand why 
this urban oasis gets top billing from our 
readers. 

Across the river, looming high on Mass 
Ave in Central Square, is the stately 
Cambridge City Hall. Nearly as elegant 
an example of Romanesque architecture as 
its ecclesiastical cousin in Copley Square, 
this public building features a gorgeous bell 
tower, rows and rows of windows topped 
by ornate dormers, and an imposing fagade 
that befits its function as a home for city 
government. For just under three bucks, 
you can get a book detailing the 100-year 
history of Cambridge’s “most celebrated 
civic building” from the Cambridge Histor- 
ical Commission. A word of warning to the 
spiritual seekers venturing into the building 
hoping to find something akin to Trinity 
Church’s placidity: unless you enjoy listen- 
ing to people argue with hardened officials 
in the Traffic, Parking, and Transportation 
Department over unpaid parking tickets or 
stiff auto-excise taxes, stick to the well- 

manicured lawn outdoors for your pri- 
vate epiphany. 
Trinity Church, Copley Square, 
Boston, (617) 536-0944; 
Cambridge City Hall, 795 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge, (617) 
349-4343. 
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Is there any place in Boston 
more picturesque in 
the springtime than the 
Public Garden? The 


: td 


paths are lined with flowers — crocuses, 
roses, tulips — which are often the first 
flashes of color after a long gray winter. 
While the first leaf buds are dotting the 
branches, little statuary gems usually hid- 
den by foliage are revealed: whimsical boys 
splashing in a fountain, an angel of mercy 
guarding a gate. And then the birds return: 
first ducks, then geese, then — with a little 
help — the famed and beautiful swans. 
Even in winter, the garden has a certain 
charm. On the coldest December nights, 
the warm glow of lamplight reflecting on 
snow is like something out of an impres- 
sionist painting. That thought might be key 
to the experience: a walk in the Public 
Garden is like being inside a work of art. 

Boston Public Garden, bordered by 
Charles, Boylston, Arlington, and Beacon 
Streets. 
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Best reason to live 
in Boston forever 


Two reasons people stay in Boston: the 
seasons and the ability to walk around 
enjoying the seasons. No one will ever 
claim that our city has the exotic appeal 
of Hawaii or the glam quotient of LA, but 
Bostonians think of places where the sun 
always shines as places to visit, not to 
stay. At home, we have verdant springs 
full of forsythia and pussy willows. Sum- 
mer offers beach-weather heat (and 
humidity, but no one claims that’s a 
virtue) and fresh berries. Visitors come 
from all over the globe to see the 
unmatched fall foliage and endure our 
smugness about it. And winter is Currier 
& Ives material — right down to skating 
on the Common. Even better, according 
to our readers, you can walk to 
everything — or at least, to a subway 
stop that will get you to everything. With- 
out a car, you can see the ocean, climb a 
hill, and go to the zoo. You can dine at 
the Top of the Hub or hear a band under- 
ground at the Middle East. You don’t 
need a driver’s license for this city, just 
comfortable sneakers, sandals, loafers, or 
boots — depending on the season. 2 
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Outdoors 
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XR’ 100R 


An off-road bike the whole family can enjoy. 


e Proven four-stroke engine for dependable performance. 
¢ Smooth-shifting five-speed transmission is ideal for recreational use. 


¢ Motocross-style handlebar, seat and cleated footpegs combine for a 
comfortable riding position. 


¢ Hot new graphics. 


re Key pay. 
BEST ON EARTH 


The first ATV with 
handlebar-mounted electric shifting. 

¢ The Foreman ES features our exclusive Electric Shift Program 
(ESP™) that allows you to upshift and downshift simply by pushing 
one of the handlebar-mounted buttons. 

¢ The 433cc OHV engine is the largest we've ever built in an ATV. 

¢ Five-speed transmission with reverse includes an ultra-low first gear 
for superior towing performance. 

¢ Multi-function Liquid Crystal Display digital meter is compact, tough 
amr retoe and waterproof. 


only for riders 16 
years and older, 


“WHERE THE FUN BEGINS!” 
1098 Mass. Ave. 


GREATER =leolh-yge) Arlington, MA 
MOTORSPORTS (781) 648-1300 


Be a responsible rider, Remember. ATVs can be hazardous to operate. For your salety, avoid 
excessive speeds and be particularly careful on difficult terrain. Never carry passengers and 
never engage in stunt nding. Honda recommends that all ATV riders take a training Course and 


read their owner's manual thoroughly. For safety or training information, call the ASI at . . > 
1-800-887-2887. Fourlrax’, Foreman’, ESP™ and Best on Earth'™ are Honda trademarks. Fi rate uS fa st in days Bell Atlanti C Yellow Pages 
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BY ANY OTHER NAME... Boston’s Rose Garden and Fenway Victory Gardens 


bring a touch of the country to the big city. 
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| seaside villages and fabulous 
| meals. 


| comfort of your country inn by 
|a warm fire. Get away this 





SANDS OF TIME: Horseneck Beach is the right place for a quick getaway. 
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— 
the house 
is yours. 


Valley Vacations specializes in condominium and vacation 
home rentals, throughout Mt. Washington Valley. 

We'll match you and your lifestyle to a privately-owned 
home, with plenty of room for you, family and friends to relax 
in privacy. Each house or condo is fully furnished and 
equipped, ready to be your home away from home. 

And each is an ideal home base from which to explore 
the endless attractions and activities of the surrounding White 
Mountains. 

Give us a Call or write for more information. We'll tell 
you how to enjoy a terrific Mt. Washington Valley vacation and 
all the comforts of home. 


0 THE BOSTON PH( 















































Call toll free 


1-800-642-3377 


In NH call 356-3960 
In NH call toll free 1-800-479-3536 


SIVALLEY 
VACATIONS 


CONDOMINIUM & HOME RENTALS 


A DIVISION OF NORTHERN WOODS PROPERTY 
P.O. BOX 1288, CONWAY, NH 83818 





Romantic Coastal Maine Getaways for the Holidays 
Holiday Events Sampler: 


/ November 28" Lighting Of The Nubble - Cookies, hot chocolate, 
music and Santa Claus, plus the big count down to the illumination of 
the Christmas lights on the Cape Neddick Lighthouse. York Beach, 
Maine. 207-363-4422 


December 4, 5, 6, 11, 12, & 13" 17th Annual Christmas Prelude 
Celebration - A magical season of shopping and special events. Tree 
lightings, Santa arrives in Lobster Boat, sleigh rides, craft fairs, holiday 
shopping, house tours, candlelight caroling and much more. Kennebunkport, Maine 207-967-0857 





December 4" & 5" Holiday Weekend of Lights - Caroling, tree lighting and photos with Santa, 
Craft Fair. Biddeford, Maine 207-282-1567 


| December 6" Annual “Celebrate The Season By The Sea” Tree Lighting Fest - Celebrate 
the season with a tree lighting ceremony, Santa’s arrival, holiday bazaar, hot chocolate, sleigh/ 
hayrides; raffles, music, Christmas caroling and a bonfire on the beach make this a special holiday 
tradition! Old Orchard Beach, Maine 207-934-2500 


December11-13" 12” Annual Christmas-by-the-Sea - Enjoy a community celebration filled with 
| great activities. Join us for our famous chowder tasting, tour of the inns, sing a longs, caroling, tree 
| lighting, the ham and bean supper, bonfires, Santa and, of course holiday shopping. Ogunquit, Maine 
| (207) 646-2939. 


December 13" Wells Christmas Parade - Decorated floats, marching bands, special entertainment, 
and Santa, too. Parade begins at 1:30pm at Wells Plaza and heads north to Rt. 1 school campus for 
Awards Ceremony. Rt. 1, Wells, Maine 207-656-2451 


othing is quite as 
beautiful as the 
Ocean in winter... 
snow covered 
| rocks... spectacular coastal 
| drives, great shopping, historic 


The tranquility of a 
| mid-day stroll on the serene 
| sandy beaches is not to be 
matched. Then curl up in the 









winter to the Southern Maine 
Coast and rediscover romance. 













1-800-713-5694 


www.southernmainecoast.com 











Lobster Trap Christmas Tree | 
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DRIFTERS: rent a boat, buck up on your canoeing skills with professional lessons, and then stage a floating picnic for the geese 





EDITORS’ CHOI 


Most spectacular 
setting for a 
five-mile run 


Without question, the Charles River 
loop — with the Longfellow Bridge at 
one end and the BU Bridge at the other 
— is the best running route in the city. 
The fact that it’s generally packed with 
other runners (as well as Rollerbladers, 
bicyclists, and walkers) only adds to its 
charm. On the Boston side, the footpath 
paralleling Storrow Drive offers an 
attractive, breezy riverside run, and, in 
warm weather, buff sunbathers of both 
sexes by the Esplanade lagoon. On the 
Cambridge side, the sidewalk along 
Memorial Drive has a striking view of the 
Boston skyline and, just before the BU 
Bridge, an aggressive and highly enter- 
taining gaggle of geese. Note: the route is 
actually only 4.75 miles long, so if you 
want to do a full five miles, you'll need to 
figure in an extra quarter-mile. Or just 
stop at 4.75 and call it a Mike Barnicle— 
Patricia Smith five-miler. 


or just for yourself — at Charles River Canoe and 
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Best place to reenact 
Fly Away Home 


Even the flintiest heart could not help but 
be touched by the scene in the 1996 film 
Fly Away Home when young Anna 
Paquin, on a mission to help a brood of 
motherless Canadian geese migrate to 
their winter breeding grounds, gets the 
majestic fowl to fly in formation behind 
her homemade flying machine. On a lim- 
ited scale, you can share some of the 
same thrill in a rented boat from 
Charles River Canoe and Kayak in 
Newton. Adrift in a rowboat on a green- 
shaded bend of the river, entice an arma- 
da of the big birds to follow you by shar- 
ing your lunch. A dozen, two dozen, and 
more of the greedy beasts are likely to 
swarm your vessel (those beaks are 
sharp!), edging the experience nervously 
toward The Birds. 

Not that the CRC&K people actually 
encourage this kind of fraternization. “We 
don’t actually discourage it,” says co- 
owner Dave Jacques. “Families bring their 
kids out and it can be fun. But it’s not 
like, in the summer anyway, they don’t 


have a lot to eat.” For those who don’t 
want to fowl up the water, there’s a lot 
more to be enjoyed. From April to 
Halloween, this stretch of river provides a 
blithe wilderness retreat just out of sight 
of Route 128, its coves and languid turns 
harboring herons, turtles, and muskrats, 
as well as geese. Kayaking and canoeing 
lessons are offered in-season, and when 
the geese have flown away in winter, 
Jacques’s Western Ski Trade offers the 
delights of cross-country skiing. 

Charles River Canoe and Kayak, 
2401 Comm Ave, Newton, (617) 
965-5110; Soldiers Field Road, Boston, 
(617) 462-2513. 


Best place 
to hug trees 


. .. but you’d have to be Godzilla to get 
your arms around these huge, beautiful 
beeches, part of a grove at Longwood 
Reservation in Brookline. This tiny 
park/conservation area, maintained by a 
small local society, exists solely to show- 
case these botanical behemoths. Redolent 
with history and bursting with photosyn- 
thesis, it’s a favorite spot of local resi- 
dents — but out-of-towners come to 
walk, jog, picnic, and gape, too. Says Lou 
Gordon, who lives nearby with his wife, 
Christy, and son, George: “We always 
come here. People drive from all over the 
city to see these trees. It’s an incredibly 


magical place.” The trees form what is 
thought to be the oldest beech grove in 
North America; the saplings were import- 
ed from England in the late 17th century. 
In spring, watch for purple and white cro- 
cus and vinca vine to crop up between the 
wood chips spread beneath each tree. 
Gordon bemoans the loss of the more 
finely textured cedar mulch that was in 
use before the wood chips: “These chips 
are ugly; the whole neighborhood is upset 
about it.” There you have it: city dwellers 
grown protective of their arboreal neigh- 
bors. These trees are one of the best-kept 
secrets in Boston and are located a mere 
hop, skip, and jump from the Riverway. 

Longwood Reservation, on Kent Street 
between Beacon and Longwood, 
Brookline. 


Best place to play 
pickup games with 
the househound 


House of Representatives, that is. 
Someone’s got to take advantage of all 
those dashing, upwardly mobile pre-gov- 
ernment types littering the yards of 
Harvard — before they turn around and 
take advantage of us. In between parlia- 
mentary debates and boning up on the 
merits of deficit spending, students of the 
John F. Kennedy School of Government 
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Kayak in Newton. 





take to the air. JFK Park, a triangle of 
grass wedged between the school and the 
Charles River, provides a welcome respite 
from the workaday week as the scene for 
ultimate-Frisbee and soccer skirmishes. 
Still, the networking instinct is rarely out 
of reach of the true policy wonk. Take a 
break in your run to slam a few pushups 
and cruise the premises. More aggressive 
lobbyists can try slapping a campaign 
sticker on a Frisbee and going in for a lit- 
tle grassroots politicking. 

John F. Kennedy Park, John FE. Kennedy 
Street at Memorial Drive, Cambridge. 


The FleetCenter might have ’Toine and 
his multimillion-dollar slams, but 
Roxbury’s biggest basketball playground 
is where they’ve got real game. At sum- 
mer’s peak, the four full courts at 
Malcolm X Park become nothing less 
than a neighborhood nerve center, com- 
plete with cookouts and even beat-up 
couches dragged out by daylong specta- 
tors. But the basketball here is considered 
the city’s most intense and spectacular — 
indeed, a recent guide to pickup basket- 
ball in America ranked Malcolm X among 
the nation’s 30 best playgrounds. A long 
roster of local and professional stars have 
shredded the nets here — including, per- 
haps most memorably, the Boston Celtics’ 
tragic hero Reggie Lewis. Warm weather 
all but guarantees the courts will be puls- 
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ing — whether it be fast-paced pickup 
ball or more organized competition such 
as the annual Chill Tournament. The 
games themselves aren’t for everybody — 
serious skills and plenty of ’tude are pre- 
reqs. But that’s exactly the point of a top- 
flight playground. 

Malcolm X Park, Washington Street 
and Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard, 
Roxbury. 


@eeeeeeeooeoeseeeeeeeeeeeaeeeeeeeeee 


Best place to wreck 
your two-wheeler 


Remember those dirt-bike courses you 
used to make in that vacant lot down the 
block? You’d have a pitcher’s-mound- 
type-thing to do Evel Knievel stunts off 
of, and a mud pit that got good and slimy 
when it rained, and then a path through 
the weeds you’d fly down when your 
mom called you for dinner. Well, Boston’s 
got something just like that — and it’s a 
nostalgia trip in the worst possible way. 
As you tear south across the BU bridge 
from Cambridge on Route 2, prepare 
yourself for phase one: the Green Line 
tracks on Comm Ave. Reminiscent of a 
toll-booth fart strip for bikes, the metal 
rails and rutted concrete might be bear- 
able were one to take it slow, but the 
honking cars and the timed lights force 
even bicycles to barrel over it at warp 


Continued on page 6 
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By Chris Wright 


E IN BOSTON are very 

lucky; whichever direction we 

drive (except east, of course), 

within a few hours we will 
come across some exquisite, world-class 
holiday destination: the North Shore, the 
Berkshires, the Cape. But we all know 
this, don’t we? Exquisite or not, Rockport 
does get a little, well, predictable. So, in 
order to add a little zing to our day trips, 
my wife and I have made a weekly habit 
out of what we call our “mystery tour.” 
We simply get dressed, get in the car, and 
drive. We have no destination in mind; 
nothing determines our course but whim. 
We have absolutely no idea where we are 
going. Sometimes we don’t even know 
where we are, but that 
doesn’t matter. 

It’s not that we don’t 
enjoy visiting local 
tourist attractions. We 
might very well wind up 
having lunch in 
Rockport, having drifted 
from Route 125 onto 
Route 133 onto Route 
127. But having gotten 
there sort of by accident 
renews the thrill of 
wending our way 
through the town’s nar- 
row streets. We some- 
how feel lucky to have 
found such a lovely spot, 
even though we’ve always known it was 
there. 

Usually, though, we don’t end up in 
popular tourist spots like Rockport, 
Falmouth, or Northampton. More often 
than not we'll find ourselves in 
Belchertown, Whitman, or Groveland. 
These are places that seldom find them- 
selves on anybody’s holiday wish list, and 
that is precisely the point. We had no idea 
that Shelburne Falls is one of the loveliest 
little towns in Massachusetts — we found 
that out entirely by accident. 

In his book The Happy Isles of Oceania, 
the travel writer Paul Theroux makes an 
interesting, if somewhat smug, point: 
“Tourists don’t know where they’ve been,” 
he writes. “Travelers don’t know where 
they’re going.” Theroux doesn’t necessarily 
mean that, like my wife and I, the traveler 
is unaware of his final destination, only that 
he has made no assumptions about that 
destination. Conversely, the tourist has 
made all sorts of assumptions — probably 
of the picture-postcard variety — and his 
experience is made less for it. 

In a similar vein, a critic whose name 
escapes me argued that, for today’s pil- 
grim, the experience of visiting scenic 
iiberspots such as the Grand Canyon is 
irrevocably diminished. The critic did not 
mean simply to say that for many camera- 
toting tourists this sweeping spectacle is 
consigned to the peephole of a viewfinder, 
nor even to touch on the miserable banal- 
ity of viewing one of the grandest sights 


on this planet from designated viewpoints, 


shoulder to elbow with other viewers. 

The critic’s point, as I remember it, was 
that our experience of the Grand Canyon is 
compromised by the fact that by the time 
we Visit it, we’ve already consumed count- 
less images and impressions of its attrac- 


By trusting 
chance rather 
than Rand 
McNally, even 
the humble 
day trip can 
be reinvested 
with an element 
of surprise. 


tions. We} like Theroux’s tourists, are rid- 
dled with assumptions and expectations, 
unable to appreciate the majesty of the 
canyon precisely because we are there to 
appreciate its Majesty. The last person to 
see the Grand Canyon for what it is, said 
the critic, was the person who discovered it. 

And these same problems apply to 
Niagara Falls, the Houses of Parliament, 
and Rockport, Massachusetts. How, then, 
to reclaim a sense of discovery, a sense of 
wonder? 

There are ways. When my wife and I 
visited the Grand Canyon on our honey- 
moon, we made our way to a desolate spot 
at 3 a.m. and settled down to watch the 
sun rise. Inch by inch, the canyon’s dizzy- 
ing depths and daz- 
zling colors revealed 
themselves. It was 
breathtaking. When 
visiting Niagara 
Falls, the truly heart- 
stopping moment is 
not had standing on 
a safety-barriered 
promontory, but by 
roaming, in the dead 
of night, through a 
park on the 
American side, 
where first you hear 
a vague rumbling 
and then, terrifying- 
ly, Niagara’s vast 
cascade plunges before you. Finally, when- 
ever I visit the Houses of Parliament, I do 
so via an entanglement of streets running 
near Parliament Square. Suddenly, without 
fanfare or warning, you turn a corner and 
there it is: Big Ben, towering at the end of 
this dinky street. It’s a stunning view, and 
it could not be had from the upper deck of 
a sightseeing bus. 

And these principles can be made to 
work closer to home. Simply by trusting 
chance rather than Rand McNally, even 
the humble day trip can be reinvested 
with an element of surprise. Of course, 
chance is notoriously unreliable, and you 
could easily end up spending a rainy day 
at some godforsaken seaside town. Who, 
after all, would plan on going to Hull on 
a wet Saturday afternoon? But there is 
something precious about unexpectedly 
finding yourself, on a breezy fall day, dri- 
ving down Hull’s broad, rain-swept, 
melancholy promenade. 

And when the towns are not so pic- 
turesquely desolate, when they are simply 
shabby and depressed, there is always 
something: some part of town that is 
architecturally interesting, or historically 
significant, or full of weird industry. Even 
when this is not the case, when a town is 
run-down to the point of being sluggish 
and flagrantly grim, you can always get 
some cheap eats, or pick up a bargain in a 
thrift shop, or just keep driving. After all, 
you're just passing through. Who knows 
what’s coming up around the next bend 
in the road? 

That’s the beauty of it. You can find 
out for yourself. 


Chris Wright can be reached at 
cwright@phx.com. 
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speed. If you survive, continue to phase 
two: veer left onto Mountfort. Notice the 
painter's palette of gray patches (we've 
detected eight different tones) that rise a 
good four inches from the level of the 
pavement. With the four-inch-deep pot- 
holes in between, that gives you ample 
opportunity to catch air, and even do a flip 
if you’re so inclined. Notice that said 
patches are more plentiful near the shoul- 
der (bike territory) than they are in the 
center, where cars would be better able to 
handle them. Listen to the drivers swear at 
you (“Get outta da fuggin’ road!”) as you 
do your best to avoid them. If you still 
have two wheels, continue on to phase 
three: what we call ribbon road. Sounds 
nice enough, except that the ribbon just 
happens to resemble a black-diamond 
mogul run, complete with sewer grates 
with bars spaced just wide enough to 
devour your front tire. If you survive that, 
you have our sympathy, because it’s worse 
on the way back, especially at night when 
you can’t see what’s coming... . 


Best place to tweak 
your two-wheeler 


Think back to your first bicycle. The flip 
side of those early scrapes and bruises was 
freedom! escape from the all-seeing super- 
vision of your parents! the open road! That 
piecemeal pile of metal meant self-suffi- 
ciency, even if it technically lasted only to 
the end of the street. Now that you’re all 
grown up, don’t let technical glitches get 
the better part of your glory. With a little 
TLC, that same frame that got you to the 
mall all by yourself can outlast everything 
you bought there. Enter the Broadway 
Bicycle School. Their emphatic goal is 
“to encourage the use of bicycles as a 
form of transport,” explains Shelly Doo, 
one of five collective members who run 
the 26-year-old Cambridge establishment. 
That means offering basic and advanced 
mechanics classes and giving individual 
instruction, as well as selling new bikes 
and fixing old ones. Parts come and go, 
but the basic structure stays the same: the 
school keeps up its commitment to radical 
politics, though the early slogan “More 
than bikes will be free/ When we eject the 
bourgeoisie!” has given way to today’s 
“Seize the wrench!” Spend a few hours 
with the friendly staff (all-female on 
Fridays) and you'll be zipping off smarter 
and happier before you can say rebuilt 
derailleur. 

Broadway Bicycle School, 351 
Broadway, Cambridge. (617) 868-3392. 
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BEECH BUNNIES and other tree lovers find plenty of shade at the Longwood Reservation in Brookline. 





Best reason to follow 
the Red Sox 


When Jimy Williams rolled into town 
two years ago to manage the Red Sox after 
the team fired name-dropping gasbag 
Kevin Kennedy, the local sports scribes 
were not impressed. The Sox, rejected by 
every high-profile manager on the market, 
had been forced to settle for an obscure 
bumpkin from the coaching staff of the 
Atlanta Braves. At his introductory press 
conference, he was basically asked to his 
face if he was a seat warmer till the Sox 
could hire a real skipper. 

After two seasons, it is officially time 
for the press-box menu at Fenway Park to 
start listing crow sandwiches. Quietly, 
without much horn-blowing, Williams has 
revolutionized one of the most change- 
resistant franchises in baseball, turning a 
lackadaisical, hard-slugging team into a 
fleet, balanced, defense-minded unit. 
Marginal hitters have blossomed; marginal 
pitchers have succeeded. If one event 
defines his term so far, it’s the transfor- 
mation of Tom Gordon from one of the 
most erratic starting pitchers in the league 
to one of the most consistent closers. 

But competence only gets you so far. 
What makes Williams a true prize — 
besides his cheerful cornpone aphorisms 
— is his creative streak. For a foursquare 
field general, he manages to throw some 
deeply weird moves into the mix. There 
was, when Mo Vaughn was gimpy, the 
Four-Shortstop Infield. There was pitcher 
Steve Avery, struggling on the mound, 
sprinting home as a pinch runner. 
Williams is unafraid to try a suicide 
squeeze, or lose the DH, or send out 10 
different lineups in 10 days. And more 
often than not, even as he sparks the next 
day’s sports-radio debates, he comes up a 
winner. 

Boston Red Sox, Fenway Park, 4 Yawkey 
Way, Boston. (617) 482-4SOX. 


Best excuse to ignore 
the Red Sox 


The Massachusetts Mad Dogs, of the 
independent Northeast League, play just a 
few miles north of Boston in beautiful 
downtown Lynn, Lynn, the city of sin. The 
price: cheap. The food: no worse than at 
Fenway. The seats: great. The main attrac- 
tions are manager and former Red Sox 
first baseman George Scott (and what a 
travesty it is that the Sox won’t offer him a 
job somewhere), and Fraser Field, a 1940 


WPA project with a really cool-looking 
cantilevered roof. Extra bonus: great logo 
of a bulldog demolishing a bat in his teeth. 

Fraser Field, 365 Western Avenue, Lynn. 
(781) 592-2255. 


Best political stance 


Tom Finneran vs. the Patriots. 

If you listen to WEEI talk-show hosts 
and other turf heads, Finneran is the 
Great Satan who will drive Foxboro’s 
team out of state to Providence or 
Hartford. But the Massachusetts Speaker 
is a smart and stubborn hardass who isn’t 
about to use public money to subsidize 
spoiled millionaires. And Howie Carr was 
right: Let °em move. We can always 
watch them on TV. 


Best professional- 
sports substitute 


Let’s just admit it: Boston sports teams 
have been an ulcer a minute in the 90s. 
They’re inconsistent, cursed (and self- 
conscious about it), and wallet-weakening 
if you make a habit of seeing them live. 
The same generalization can also be 
applied to the major university squads, 
with one exception: college hockey. 
And that goes for BU, BC, Northeastern, 
and Harvard — just not recently, in the 
case of the latter. Considering that most 
of the people on each team have been 
drafted to the NHL before entering col- 
lege, this is one collegiate sport where you 
can be pretty sure you’re watching a 
future star, if not witnessing the work of a 
living legend. BC has a Flutie-on-ice in 
Brian Gionta, a pint-sized sophomore 
defenseman who’s tough as nails and a 
whole lot more skilled; Northeastern’s 
Marc Robitaille is a suave and savvy sec- 
ond-year net minder; and BU, no matter 
the year, has college-coach-for-the-ages 
Jack Parker behind the bench. But no 
doubt the choicest aspect about this six- 
month ice party — the season starts in 
October and doesn’t end until April — is 
being a part of it. The arenas, which 
range in capacity from 3000 to 5000, are 
full of a whole lot of loud, slightly inebri- 
ated, generally lovable folks. And most 
tickets cost about $10. Plus, with college 
sports you won’t encounter all those love 
ly situations such as disloyalty, contract 
disputes, and lack of passion. 

BC tickets, (617) 552-3000; BU, (617) 
353-3838; Harvard, (617) 495-2211; 
Northeastern, (617) 373-4700. 





Outdoors 
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Best historical 
monument for 
winter high jinks 


It’s impossible to live in Boston for very long 
without getting hit with the weight of tradi- 
tion. From the Old North Church to Old 
lronsides, this city is all about the age of 
America. But the Grinch in you still harbors 
a few doubts about whether anyone ever 
really cleaned up after the infamous Tea 
Party, and you’re sick to death of the confu- 
sion of downtown streets, which hark back 
to the cow paths of colonial times. Well, get 
in touch with the rollicking fun side of histo- 
ry with a jaunt along the Freedom Trail, and 
take it out to Charlestown’s Bunker Hill 
Monument. This memorial, built between 
1827 and 1843, may be responsible for 
establishing the Boston habit of taking pride 
in our patriots for not losing as badly as 
usual, a tradition that still resonates at 
Foxboro Stadium. Sport around without cre- 
ating a bloodbath on the surrounding hill: 
the slopes formerly known as Breed’s Hill 
are perfect for body sledding and re-creating 
the epic battle with armfuls of snow. A key 
element of the colonial defense against the 
British, which resulted in heavy Redcoat 
losses, was a rail fence set up as an obstacle. 
Its modern counterpart is the iron railing 
ringing the historic site — if you’re going to 
tray (that is, slide down the hill on a cafete- 
ria tray), plan carefully or look death in the 
face. To shake the numbness out of your 
limbs, try climbing the 294 concrete steps 
that spiral up to the top of the monument. 
From the claustrophobic room at the top, 
you can survey Boston and its surroundings 
362 days a year. It’s hours of fun, and oh- 
so-budget-friendly. 


Best sports rumor 


Stephen King will buy the Red Sox. 
Oh yeah, and Nomar wants to switch his 
number to 666. 


Best place to escape 
this mortal plane 


Since the New Age ’80s, Americans have 
sought quick paths to inner calm. Often 
the easy fix has been to idealize past cul- 
tures — say, to package and sell traditions 
like Native American rituals and Shaker 
music. But a CD sampler can’t provide the 
kind of context that is crucial to actually 
being enlightened. Fortunately, the 
Fruitiands Museums can. 

Sitting on the sloping hillsides of the 
town of Harvard, an hour west of Boston, 
Fruitlands includes the home where the 
Alcotts (Louisa, her parents, and family) 
tried and failed to establish a lasting tran- 
scendentalist utopian society. Nearby there is 
ample evidence of other ways of life now 
largely lost: a Shaker house (moved intact 
from a defunct village) and a museum of 
Native American artifacts. A house full of 
primitive portraiture completes the enigmatic 
grouping. As powerful as the museums are, 
there is no denying that their effectiveness is 
greatly heightened by location. Joann 
Meyers, director of education, says the site 
itself is what draws people—a panoramic 
vista of the valley, with the museums nestled 
on the hillside. The convergence, if you will, 
of unspoiled nature and human legacy pro- 
vides plenty of impetus for introspection— 
and you won’t need a crystal to find it. 

Fruitlands Museums, Old Shirley Road 
(six miles from the junction of Routes 495 
and 2), Harvard. (978) 456-9028. 


Continued on page 10 
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Best spot for 
sentimental 
transcendental 
reflection 


Judging by the popularity of a Web site 
named findagrave.com, celebrity cemetery 
hopping is a rampant underground pas- 
time. Apparently, the traditional pilgrimage 
to pay one’s respects has been replaced 
with a collect-the-whole-set-driven stop- 
and-gawk caprice. Keep these morbid 
tourists away from Sleepy Hollow 
Cemetery in Concord. There, tucked 
away in overgrown obscurity on a hilltop 
that must have dominated the landscape 
when Ralph Waldo Emerson dedicated 
Concord’s “new” burying ground in 1855, 
lie buried Nathaniel Hawthorne, Henry 
David Thoreau, Emerson, and the Alcott 
sisters. Emerson rests beneath a weighty 
monument befitting his self-styled philoso- 
pher-king status, but the others are memo- 
rialized with Yankee parsimony modest 
stones that devotees decorate with memen- 
tos, not bouquets. This is Authors’ Ridge, 
a humble shrine to homegrown original 
thinkers and iconoclasts, a private place 
where the peace and melancholy over- 
whelm you with renewed appreciation for 
people who lived well and thought well. 
Visit alone; you'll linger. 

Sleepy Hollow Cemetery, Route 62, 
Concord. Occasional signs direct you to 
Authors’ Ridge. 
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Best place to feel like 
a kid discovering the 
wonders of nature 


Remember those rare Saturdays when you 
were a kid and Dad announced that every- 
one should pile into the car, because he 
was going on an expedition to a Special 
Place? Well, the Butterfly Place is one 
of those places. This unassuming-looking 
building, seemingly in the middle of 
nowhere, is guaranteed to make you briefly 
forget the cares of your world. An airy 
room features exhibits of chrysalises and 
caterpillars in various stages of develop- 
ment, a show-and-tell bench for kids and 
grownups alike, and a continuously run- 
ning 15-minute video explaining the 
bizarre world of the butterfly. (There’s also 
a gift shop and an outdoor picnic area.) 
The payoff comes when you go through 
the doors to the glass butterfly atrium. At 
any given time, between 400 and 500 adult 
butterflies, representing about two dozen 
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species, are dipping, soaring, loop-the- 
looping, slurping nectar, and just resting 
on fragrant branches of Butterfly Bush and 
Elfin Herb — and, if you stand still, on 
you. One of the most beautiful is the Blue 
Morpho, a Costa Rican butterfly bigger 
than a large man’s hand. Perched, wings 
folded, it’s a dull brown, but when it takes 
off it reveals magnificent iridescent blue 
wings. The Zebra Longwing (so named 
because it’s striped and very long of wing) 
tends to flutter in groups, banding together 
against predators. New England’s own 
Mourning Cloak has deep, velvety black 
wings with yellow edging and is, like New 
England humans, a hardy soul. He’s likely 
to come out of hibernation in February to 
hunt for food. Wisely and unlike us, if he 
doesn’t find any, he goes back to sleep. 

Butterfly Place, one mile off Route 3, 
exit 34, 40 miles from Boston in Westford. 
(978) 392-0955. 


Best place to watch 
a robin and a rat 
frolic in the wild 


It was a rare urban moment: in the 
Fenway Victory Gardens at dusk, a 
summer breeze redolent through the hun- 
dreds of blooming flowers, a pert robin 
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intently hopped down a path between two 
of the park’s 500 or so plots. The object of 
its quest? A jolly rat, taking in the sun’s 
last rays, who joined his new feathered 
friend in a bucolic gambol. Perhaps this is 
a metaphor for the way the Victory 
Gardens reconcile the beauties of nature 
with the hard realities of the city. Be that 
as it may, this piebald patchwork of com- 
munity gardens, founded in 1942 to grow 
vegetables for the home front during World 
War II, offers a lush and various respite 
from asphalt and traffic, its grid of scrupu- 
lously maintained, highly individualistic 
tracts along the banks of the Muddy River 
unfolding a seasonal display of flora as well 
as attracting an exotic assortment of 
wildlife and birds. And not just rats. “I’ve 
heard there are rats there, snacking on the 
vegetables,” says Boston Parks 
Commission liaison Bob Pessek. “It’s dis- 
concerting to see them, but lots of birds 
are attracted as well. We get quite a few 
visitors passing through here to see the 
Rose Gardens further down who stop and 
say, wow, what’s that?” 

Fenway Victory Garden, Park Drive and 
Peterborough Street, Boston residents can 
apply to till a plot of their own by calling 
(617) 267-6650. 
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Best place to reread 
Johnny Tremain 


Sure, Ally McBeal is hot right now, but the 
best-ever story set in Boston is still Esther 
Forbes’s 1943 Newbery Medal—winning 
“children’s” novel, Johnny Tremain. 
Forbes’s story of the early 1770s as seen 
through the eyes of an apprentice silver- 
smith recreates Revolutionary Boston — 
Paul Revere, John Hancock, Sam Adams; 
the historic assembly at Old South; the Tea 
Party; Lexington and Concord — with a 
degree of imagination and detail you won’t 
find in a guidebook. And the best place to 
read it is surely Copp’s Hill Burying 
Ground, in the North End, just above Old 
North Church. That’s where Johnny’s 
mother lies buried, in an unmarked grave 
along the Hull Street side (the street that 
leads up from Old North), and where, at 
his low point, he hides from the sentries 
and cries in the moonlight. Sit against the 
railings there, look out across the harbor at 
Charlestown (few burying grounds have an 
ocean view), and savor Forbes’s tart, 





HAUNTED? Catch up on your reading at Copp’s Hill Burying Ground, home to Boston’s friendly ghosts. 


MclIntosh-apple-like prose. Too bad she’s 
not around to write for Ally — but kudos 
to Boston for preserving Copp’s Hill. 

_Copp’s Hill Burying Ground, Hull 
Street, Boston. 


Best place to trespass 


Okay, it’s not really trespassing if you stay 
on the path, and we’d never encourage you 
to break the law anyway. Lake Waban is 
evenly divided between Wellesley College 
(private, but open to the public) and the 
Hunnewell estate (just plain private). A trail 
runs around the lake, and as soon as you 
leave Wellesley property, you’re warned by 
suitably serious signs that leaving the trail is 
a violation of the usual blah blah blah. So 
stay on the trail. Don’t blame us if you get 
caught for, say, eating lunch with your back 
against one of the columns of the grand 
Hunnewell colonnade, shaded from the 
August sun, overlooking a sloping lawn and 
topiary trees and the lake stretching out like 
liquid glass. The water is warm in the sum- 
mer, clear for lake water, and entirely legal 
to swim in if you wade from the Wellesley 
beach. Again, we would never encourage 
anyone to duck the watchful eye of the state 
trooper, change in the woods, and find a 
secluded spot to plunge in from the trail. 
And if that meant you could enjoy a private 
freshwater swim in the heart of summer, 
free of charge, 20 minutes from the city — 
well, trust us, we wouldn’t know. | 

Lake Waban, Wellesley College, Route 
135, just west of the Wellesley town center. 
Free weekend parking next to the tennis 
courts. 


ad 


Best military 
experience 
for toddlers 


It’s pretty strange, the sight of children frol- 
icking on playground equipment in the shad- 
ow of a heavily armored vintage combat 
vehicle. But here in the hometown of 
General George Patton of World War II 
fame, the military Goliath’s very own tank 
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this year! 
The Okemo/Sunapee College 


Season Pass. Just $299 ($359 after 
| 2/1/98.) Holiday periods restricted, 


but receive college discount of $10 off. 


Some restrictions apply. 


OKEMO 


MOUNTAIN RESORT 


MOUNT ¥ 
SUNAPEE 


NEW HAMPSHIRE'S RESOR 


STUDENTS! 


Great discounts 
at Mount Sunapee 
& Okemo Mountain 
for only $39. 


(IK COLLEGE 


YAY VATA e) <-\ pale mace) aa 
www.mtsunapee.com 


With the new Okemo/Sunapee College Card you get: 
* 50% off midweek skiing & riding 
* $10 off full-day ticket, weekends and holidays 
¢ First lift ticket FREE 
¢ Discounts at local businesses SPECIAL OFFERS 


Holic lay period s are | 2/26/98-1/2/99 and 2/1 3-15/99 FROM: 


College students must provide full-time status when mn 
’ } 

ordering pass with documentation from the Registrar's MiteW 

office—college |.D’s will not be accepted alone as pri tom 


of full-time status. Pass can be purchased at either y CKERSE 


Okemo or Sunapee mountains. 











EDITORS’ CHOICES from page 10 


has pride of place in Hamilton’s aptly named 
Patton Park. The tank’s most stressful 
moment occurred in the early 1970s, when a 
band of high-schoolers attempted to blow up 
the wartime symbol as an act of protest 
against the Vietnam conflict. (Amusingly, 
this effort is said to have been spearheaded 
by then-teenage David Morse, who went on 
to thespian fame on TV’s St. Elsewhere and 
more recently won an Obie for his off- 
Broadway turn in the Pulitzer Prize-winning 
How I Learned to Drive.) Local lore has it 
that the tank, as a result of the bouquets of 
explosives tossed therein, turned white-hot 
but survived. Since then, it’s been hermeti- 
cally sealed, so youngsters can hardly turn it 
into the military equivalent of Pee-wee’s 
Playhouse. Still, the tank’s very presence has 
to be an inspiration to patriotic kiddies 
not to mention a reminder that George C. 
Scott could doubtless kick the stuffing out of 
Mr. Rogers. 

Patton Park, Asbury Street and 
Bay Road, Hamilton. 
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Best place to 
fantasize about 
picking off redcoats 


Prospect Hill Tower, in Somerville, isn’t 
hard to find — just head to Union Square 
and look up. This impressive, archaic-look- 










ing brick monument, which resembles a sort 





of cross between an armory and a fortress, 





was erected in 1903 to commemorate the 
raising of the first American flag there in 
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1776. Although it isn’t usually possible to 
penetrate into the darkness behind the iron 
bars — the tower is opened only once a 
year, when the flag-raising is reenacted on 
New Year’s Day — the small green park at 
the foot of the tower is a sunny spot of 
greenery, and the walkway around its base 
commands a highly impressive view of 
Cambridge and Somerville all the way down 
to the river (they didn’t call it Prospect Hill 
for nothing). You'll find it hard to suppress 
a surge of affection as you behold the slight- 
ly smog-smeared billboards and narrow 
rooftops of our fair city from a rather differ- 
ent perspective. So take in an urban sunset 
or plan a picnic (perhaps a slightly illicit 
one) on the surprisingly pretty grassy sward 
— and remember, you’re basking in New 
England history! True, the occasional empty 
bottle and scrawled graffiti are ample testi- 
mony to the uses to which contemporary 
local youth put the tower, but, hey, aren’t 
those the freedoms our forefathers fought 
and died for? 
Prospect Hill Tower, Union Square, 

Somerville. 


Best opportunity to 
meet Prince Charles 


Although the 1998 Myopia Hunt Club 
program boasts a royal kiss-off from HRH 
the Prince of Wales (declining “your kind 
invitation to attend festivities surrounding 
the 110th anniversary of polo at Myopia”), 
Chuck does hope in future to “enjoy a 
chukker or two” on venerable Gibney Field, 
the oldest polo-playing venue in America. 
So who knows? Meanwhile, though the 
sign on Route 1A in Hamilton announcing 


SUN, SAND, NO TRAFFIC: Westport’s Horseneck Beach beats the Cape. 








the entrance to this bastion of equine activi- 
ty is so small that anyone with real myopia 
might miss it, there’s a bigger one proclaim- 
ing POLO EVERY SUNDAY. Yes, once a week 
the great unwashed are invited to brush 
shoulders with the horsy set, even to take 
the field at halftime and pat back the “div- 
ots” of turf dislodged by speeding mallets 
and thundering hooves. The game, despite 
the indignity of being played not in innings 
or in quarters but in “chukkers,” combines 
the excitement of horseracing, hockey, and 
croquet. The players have fabulous North 
Shore names like Tiger, Gaston, and Doo 
Little. There are ladies in hats, little dogs on 
leashes, and opportunities to tailgate with 
the tony. Admission is a mere $5; children 
get in for free. 

As for your chances of running into 
HRH, they’re probably better here than any- 
where this side of Balmoral or a Spice Girls 
concert. Captain Mark Phillips was recently 
in town, giving riding instructions. And his 
ex, Princess Anne, turned up at Myopia some 
years back. So to assume you won’t find 
yourself replacing divots next to Camilla 
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Boston Billiard Club 
126 Brookline Avenue Boston, MA 
(617) 536-POOL 
www.bostonbilliardclub.com 


10¢ Wings on Sunday Afterno 


ns. Best Buffalo Wings in Town. 





Parker Bowles, as she shoots a sultry look at 
the future king, might be, well, short-sighted. 

Myopia Hunt Club, 435 Bay Road, 
South Hamilton. (978) 468-4433. 


Best spot to look 
at plovers 


If there’s a better beach in Massachusetts 
than Crane Beach, we don’t know what 
it is — four miles of white sand and 
extreme tides (they cover and uncover 
hundreds of feet in a six-hour cycle). But 
it’s not simply sun, sand, and water that 
keeps us returning, but the piping plovers, 
tiny shore birds who protect their nests 
(little more than indentations in the sand) 
from both seagulls and nosy humans with 
their shrieking, dive-bombing displays. The 
Trustees of Reservations — a private, non- 
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industry. A place where 
skiing remains an outdoor 
adventure in a_ pristine, 
natural setting. A place so 
perfect, its loyal skiers are 
banding together to protect 
and preserve it forever. 
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Come visit Mad River Glen as we celebrate 
our 50th Anniversary Year! 


December 11th - 50th Anniversary Opening Day 
January 23, 1999 - 50th Anniversary Gala Party 
January 26th, 1999 - “Roll Back the Clock Day” Full day lift tickets $3.50! 


For more information, call 802-496-3551 


http:/ /www.madriverglen.com 
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Great College Weeks in 1999 


This year, surf the slopes at Stratton Tor cool times during college break. Voted "Best Skiing in 
Vermont" by the 1998 Collegiate Choice Awards, Stratton offers great skiing and 

snowboarding, and entire slopeside village to explore, plus races, parties and lots of on-slope | 
fun. Two to five-night/day packages available Sunday through Thursday nights. 


‘99 Collere Week Dates- $49-$99 Packages’: 


National Collegiate Snowboard Week 
January 3-7 

Stratton College Week 

January 10-14 


* Rates are per person, per day, based on double occupancy, per bedroom, tax and service charges excluded 








Save With 


A Stratton 
Express Card 


You can save 25 or 50% every time you ski 
or ride with the Stratton Express Card. The 
Card lets you enjoy the speed 
and convenience of 
our direct-to-lift 
$ r if service! We'll just 
MIDWEEK - NON-HOLIDAY scan your card and 
stra send you direct to the 
lifts. It lets you save every time you ski... 
every time! Take advantage of our Pre- 
season special price of $74 for the card if 
purchased before October 31st. Then pay 
just $24 for every non-holiday midweek lift 
pass. 


Buy A 
Stratton/Okemo 


College 
Snes: Pass! 


Purchase a Stratton/Okemo College Season 
pass and ski or ride the entire season at two 
great mountains - for one great price. $299 
($359 after 12/1/98) including tax. 
College students must 
provide proof of full-time 
status with 
a documentation from the 
| Registrar's Office when purchasing 
pass. College |.D.'s will not be accepted alone 
as proof of full-time status. Holiday restrictions 
exclude pass use 12/26/98 thru 1/2/99 and 2/13 
thru 2/15/99. During Holiday restriction times, 
$10 lift ticket discount is applied to lift ticket 
purchases with pass. 





: STRATTON MOUuNTAIN RESORT 
802-297-4000 or 1-800-STRATION 
RR 1 Box 145, STRATTON Mountain, VT, 05155-9406 





16 NOVEMBER 6, 1998 THE BEST SUPPLEMENT TO THE BOSTON PHOENIX 








ral 


=e 


WAR GAMES: the tank as plaything at Patton Park in Hamilton. 
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profit Massachusetts conservation group 
that manages thousands of acres, including 
Crane — monitors the progress of these 
endangered birds and the passage of each 
season by posting statistics on a board by 
the bathhouse: from the number of nesting 
pairs at the beginning of the summer to the 
number of fledglings at midseason to a 
final tally of fledged chicks. By 

September 8 of this year, 24 out of 35 
pairs of birds had produced fledglings, for 
a total of 71 chicks, up from 59 in 1997. 
The beach also posts sightings of other 
wildlife. This year there was a great horned 
owl fledgling, an immature bald eagle, 250 
bank swallows nestled into the dunes clos- 
est to the water, and, in the parking lot, a 
coyote with four cubs. The beach offers 
shore-bird hikes and nature walks most 
weekends (recommended for “experienced 
birders and beginners”). 

Crane Wildlife Refuge and Crane Beach, 
Argilla Road near Castle Hill, Ipswich, 
(978) 356-4354; Trustees of Reservations, 
572 Essex Street, Beverly, (978) 921-1944. 
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Best way to go 
to the Cape without 
crossing the bridge 


The North Shore just doesn’t cut it for 
you: small beaches, rocks, or (at best) 
rocky sand, expensive parking, the vista 
bordered by a waste plant or bisected by 
flight paths to Logan, subzero water tem- 
peratures, and biting flies the size of 
peanut M&M’s. What you crave is wide 
expanses of soft, sandy beachfront, ocean 
stretching as far as you can see, and water 
warm enough to swim in. In other words: 
the Cape. The only problem is a two-hour- 
plus drive that gets lengthened by the 
miles-long backup to get over the dread 
Sagamore or Bourne Bridges. What’s a 
beachcomber to do? 

Only an hour and 15 minutes from 
Boston, Horseneck Beach is a very 
attractive alternative. By late June the water 
is warm enough for extended swimming, 
and the miles of perfect sand continue past 


Horseneck’s border on either side. Dunes 
overlook the beach — how Cape is that? 
— and piping plovers dart in and out of 
the sunning throngs. The state-owned 
expanse has multiple parking lots for $2 a 
day (we’re not making that up), and one 
end of the beach has a snack bar, bath- 
rooms, and showers. There’s a gay section 
right in the middle of things (use the main 
entrance, go right, and it’ll become per- 
fectly clear). And the occasional backups 
on Route 88, during the middle of the 
hottest summer days, don’t come close to 
the Sagamore gridlock. It’s the perfect way 
to satisfy all your Cape cravings without 
the Cape headaches. 

Horseneck Beach, Route 88, Westport 
Point. (508) 636-8816. 


Bob Newhart’s Vermont was a bucolic 
place in which simple, wholesome folk 
were busy, well, ending up at the inn. But 
the Reagan-era preppies who worked there 
bore little resemblance to the independent 
and hard-to-peg real Vermonters, especial- 
ly those who live in the artsy-crunchy 
southeast corner near Brattleboro. The 
region has a left-leaning feel, with a big 
lesbian culture and more writers and artists 
than you can shake a stick at. What drew 
many of these people away from urban liv- 
ing is the slower pace, sense of communi- 
ty, and sheer natural beauty around them 
— all of which come together in the won- 
ders of the Rock River. 

Running between Dummerston and 
Newfane, the Rock River is both clear and 
clean, an unspoiled respite from the world. 
Patrons park their cars along Route 30 
(you'll see the informal parking lot) and 
hike to the spot of their choice. Easiest is 
the family-friendly and generally clothed 
spot under the bridge or, just upriver, a 
cliff-jumping spot popular with local teens. 
Forested hills rise dramatically on both 
sides of the river, offering a sense of priva- 
cy — and if you are willing to hike a little 
farther, the perfect place to shed your 
clothes and your inhibitions. Your options 
include a mostly straight nude spot and, 
farther along, a mostly gay nude section 
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(which is mostly locals weekdays, but gets 
a little cruisy on weekends). There’s no 
culture of beauty or body obsession here, 
just people letting it all hang out and 
enjoying themselves. Though it’s over two 
hours from Boston, the Rock River is 
worth it, offering a day of resting by limpid 
green pools, distracted only by breezes and 
birdcalls, a vision far more idyllic than any- 
thing Newhart ever imagined. 

Rock River, Route 30, Dummerston, 
Vermont. 


Best gorge-ous hike 


Sometimes called “the Grand Canyon of 
the East,” Quechee Gorge isn’t quite as 
big or deep as its Colorado counterpart, 
but it’s probably the best gorge New 
England has to offer. Quechee is a great 
little town in east-central Vermont, and just 
to the east on Route 4 is what the locals 
simply call “the gorge,” a deep and rocky 
mass forged during the Ice Age. The 
Ottaquechee River continues to crawl over 
and around the rocks, wearing them down, 
making the gorge a bit deeper every year. 
The bridge that stretches across and over- 
looks the gorge is not for the acrophobic. 
Just look forward: the gorge stretches on 
for quite a distance and looks particularly 
stunning when gazing south. On the east 
side of the gorge is a half-mile walk 
through the woods down to the bottom, 
where you can amble along the river (pre- 
cariously) and see unique and picturesque 
rock formations. After the somewhat tiring 
hike back up to Route 4, treat yourself to a 
snack at the Ott-dog stand next to the 
bridge. 

Quechee Gorge, Quechee, Vermont. 


Best way for an 
Allston rocker to 
experience nature 


So your band played last night at the 
Middle East but nobody was there, your 
date left with a bouncer in the middle of 
your set, and you smoked too many Basic 
menthols with the grizzled guy at the bar 
who kept saying “I luff yer moosick” and 
buying you shots of peppermint schnapps. 
Now it’s morning, you’re feeling a bit 
oppressed by the demands of gigging in 
Boston, and you just want to get away 
from town for a little while. Well, pop into 
your ’72 Dodge Dart and head north over 
the border into New Hampshire, following 
Route 124 into Jaffrey. Only 45 minutes 
from Boston, you’ll soon find yourself at 
the base of Mt. Monadnock, the second 
most frequently climbed mountain in the 
world. Park your car in the lot maintained 
by the New Hampshire State Parks 
Department, throw on your leather jacket, 
follow the signs to the trailhead, and start 
hiking. 

Once you get on White Cross trail (or 
one of the many others leading directly 
up), try not to be alarmed if you hear loud 
rustling in the leaves next to the path— it’s 
probably just an adorable chipmunk fend- 
ing for insects to grind up in its tiny 
mandibles. Chipmunk, you know, as in 
Alvin and the, your favorite band in the 
third grade? Relax. You’re in nature, 
remember? Gaze at the sunlight peeking 
through the high branches of lovely white 
birches and look carefully for the odd- 
looking multicolored fungi nestled beneath 
in their roots. Don’t eat them, though. 
They aren’t magic mushrooms. Near the 
summit, just beyond the timberline, you’ll 
encounter giant boulders to scramble over 
and feel each one of those menthols con- 
stricting your breathing (and probably taste 
each of one of those shots rising in your 
throat), but persevere in your trek. At the 


bare, scrubby top of the mountain, spec- 
tacular views of the White Mountains and 
the surrounding area will enhance your 
thinking like no bong hit you’ve ever taken. 
I mean, dude! Before you know it, you'll be 
back in Boston stuffing a slice in your 
mouth, rubbing the mud from your red 
Chucks, and thinking about what you'll 
wear to the next gig before your bandmates 
have even gotten out of bed. Rock on. 

Monadnock State Park, Jaffrey Center, 
New Hampshire. (603) 532-8862. 


Best Northeast 
Kingdom hideout 


You’ve read Under the Tuscan Sun and 

A Year in Provence, but you haven’t won 
the lottery, so buying a home in Europe is 
out. Still, you’re dying for an escape from 
the city, a trip that allows you rustic plea- 
sure without giving up great food and 
comfort. Never fear: Montgomery 
Center is just waiting to be discovered. 
Five hours north, up Route 118 in the 
tippy top of Vermont, the village of 400 is 
ringed with ancient trees, studded with 
quaint farm homes, and split by a musical 
river that parallels the tiny main street. 
Nearby Jay Peak boasts the most snowfall 
of any ski area in Vermont every winter, 
while summer visitors revel in the pristine 
swimming hole (a clothing-optional gem in 
the woods) as well as biking and hiking. 
The idyllic virtues are easy to spot. 

But a closer look reveals the pampering 
charms: multiple B&Bs, including 
Phineas Swann House (802-326- 
4306), a restored Victorian famed for its 
friendly proprietors and gourmet break- 
fasts; several excellent restaurants, includ- 
ing Zacks on the Rocks (820-326- 
4500), which features elegant food in a 
dramatic setting; and Kilgore’s General 
Store (802-326-3058), an antiques store 
that also offers fresh-baked pastries. 
Montgomery Center is no metropolis, and 
its amenities are spread out — Zack’s, for 
instance, is perched on boulders in a field 
with nothing else in sight — but this only 
adds to the feeling that you’ve been trans- 
ported far away from the hustle and bustle 
of big-city life. 


Best view 


Face it: Massachusetts does not have 
mountains. It has some sizable hills that 
rise majestically enough in context, but we 
have no Rockies and only the cream-puff 
end of the Appalachian Trail. The upside of 
this is that you can easily get to the top of 
every mountain in the state. Your best 
choice is Wachusett Mountain, whose 
not-exactly-staggering 1200-foot vertical 
rise is nonetheless quite scenic, as its peak 
overlooks miles of valleys, ponds, and 
postcard New England towns. A ski resort 
in winter, it offers ski-lift rides during 
September and October that make its off- 
season virtues perfectly clear. 

For a mere $4 a person, you can hop on 
the high-speed Polar Express Quad chair, 
which is more romantic than a standard 
gondola because its small size means you'll 
never have to share with a family of six on 
a foliage tour. You and your sweetie can 
soak up the splendor of it all in a 15- 
minute ride that deposits you at a parklike 
summit, then returns you to the base, 
which has a pond, a lodge, and a pub-style 
restaurant. Call ahead to see what’s going 
on at the base — the lift is operated only 
on weekends and in conjunction with the 
10 festivals hosted by the resort. Just over 
an hour from Boston, it can make for a 
perfectly romantic day trip, and in leaf sea- 
son, even the drive to get there is beautiful. 
And so what if it’s not Himalayan in 


Continued on page 19 
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scope? When was the last time someone 
proposed on Everest? 

Wachusett Mountain, 499 Mountain 
Road, Princeton, Massachusetts. (978) 
464-2300 





Best steam-powered 
subway 


On Nantucket, the new-money snobs fly 
to and from their Trump-esque saltbox 
palaces, sniffing at the nonmillionaires 
who take the subway to the island. The 
subways in question are not the typical 
Boston trains zipping through tunnels, 
but three-story ships run by the 
Steamship Authority from Hyannis. 
Slower and undoubtedly more working- 
class than a private jet, these boats are 
actually spacious, comfortable, and fun. 
The upper deck is open to the sun and 
wind, a bracing atmosphere for a journey. 
The main deck, though enclosed, offers 
great views of the wide-open sea and the 
eventual approach (or retreat) of the 
island, along with nonsubway amenities 
like bathrooms and food (served up by 
Irish teenagers). 

The typical boat takes two hours to 
make the trip, though there are also fast 
boats that cut the time in half. The fast 
ferries, however, tend to fill up more and 
run less than the slow ones, and are more 
subject to the weather. Relatively untrou- 
bled by the elements, the larger boats run 
year-round; we not only enjoyed our ride 
through the swells preceding Hurricane 
Bonnie, but slept through half of it on a 
bench in the open air. For $11 per person 
(each way) you get a relaxing, hassle-free 
ride — which ends in a beautiful place. 
And you can’t say that about the Red 
Line. 

Steamship Authority, South Street Dock, 
Hyannis. (508) 477-8600. 


Best underrated 
historical site 


For many city folk, the thought of trekking 
to Saugus to see an old iron works is, well, 
less than appealing. It almost sounds as if 
poor, maligned Saugus is trying to suck in 
hapless, don’t-know-any-better tourists. 
But no — this is well worth the trip. And 
thanks to the Mass Highway Department, 
signs installed last year will prevent you 
from getting hopelessly lost after leaving 
Route 1. The Saugus Iron Works was 
the country’s first commercial metalwork- 
ing foundry. In 1642 workers poured the 
first American casting here, which was 
such a big deal it has its own name — the 
Saugus pot. After years of clear-cutting 
trees for the huge, hungry furnace at the 
rate of an acre a day, the iron works 
closed up shop in the mid- 1670s. 


Nowadays, it’s a peaceful, bucolic his- 
toric site. A nature trail leads from the 
main house, where the man who built the 
works lived, down past the slag heap to the 
blacksmith’s forge, where demonstrations 
are given. Imposing wooden wheels now 
have just a sad trickle of water flowing 
through them from the Saugus River. 
Inside, there are stone furnaces, metal- 
working tools, and absolutely the biggest 
set of bellows you'll ever see. (This must 
have been the warmest place in the state 
during those nasty 17th-century winters.) 
A separate building displays some of the 
products produced at the works. 

Back at the main house is a 1 7th-centu- 
ry garden featuring 65 culinary and medic- 
inal herbs. In addition to the usual sus- 
pects like basil and thyme, there’s also 
madden, soapwort, and teasel. According 
to the labels, many of the herbs seemed to 
be used either for flavoring stews or curing 
sexual dysfunction. Who needs Viagra, 
anyway? 

Saugus Iron Works National Historic 
Site, 244 Central Street, Saugus. (781) 
233-0050. 


Best old-fashioned 
Ski hill 


While many ski hills are experiencing a 
development boom, there exist a few 
whose goal it has been to keep things as 
they once were: uncrowded slopes, natural 
snow, and no snowboarders. The most 
classic and exciting of these ski hills is 
Mad River Glen, a superb ski area in the 
picturesque Mad River Valley of north- 
central Vermont. Operating under the slo- 
gan “where skiing is still a sport, not an 
industry,” Mad River Glen, which is cele- 
brating its 50th anniversary this year, is 
quiet, pristine, and beautifully underdevel- 
oped. Here you won’t find any gondolas or 
high-speed quads. The classic single chair 
lift, circa 1948, is allegedly on the list to 
become a national historic landmark. Most 
of the snow here is natural and almost 
50 percent of the mountain is expert ter- 
rain. This is the way skiing was in the ’50s 
and ’60s — and Mad River Glen aims to 
keep it that way. 

Mad River Glen, Route 17, Waitsfield, 
Vermont. (802) 496-3551. 
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Best place to 
get your lumps 


There are other good mogul slopes in New 
England, but Outer Limits at Killington 
is the best, not just because of the lumpy- 
mashed-potato moguls and the consistent 
steepness of the slope, but also because of 
its huge width and location on the moun- 
tain. If you’re on Outer Limits, you’re on 
display: people will see you from the chair 


Continued on page 20 
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lift that runs along the left side of the 
slope, from the base of Bear Mountain 
(one of Killington’s seven peaks), and from 
the deck of the base lodge, where they'll be 
munching on a barbecued burger. Outer 
Limits is pure entertainment. And since 
most bump skiers (well, the good ones, 
anyway) like to show off, this is the place 
to do it. If, on the other hand, you’re easily 
embarrassed say, after making that face 
plant try a more secluded patch of 
moguls first. 

Killington Ski Area and Resort, 
Killington, Vermont. (802) 422-3106. 


Best place to eat 
zebra after a day 
on the slopes 


Yep, you read it right: zebra. And that’s 
only the beginning of the astounding array 
of wild game served up at Panache, just 
off Killington Road in central Vermont. 
Here, chef-owner Russ Riseman cooks up 
farm-raised ostrich, lion, cobra, buffalo, 
bear, and wild boar. The restaurant, which 
contributes game proceeds to the Rain 
Forest Coalition, is particularly popular 
among vacationing Bostonians and New 
Yorkers. “Out West there’s a natural mar- 
riage between ski lodges and wild game,” 
Riseman explains. “If you go to Colorado 
or Utah, most of the menus at ski places 
will incorporate some kind of game, be it 
buffalo, elk, venison, or wild boar. It’s just 
a natural marriage. So we started doing 


that and people started talking about it.” 
Panache also offers spicy vegetarian dishes 
and superb desserts: The ambiance is 
“upscale casual,” so don’t be afraid to stop 
by in your comfy ski sweater after a day on 
the slopes 

Panache, Woods Resort, Killington 
Access Road, Killington. (802) 422-8622. 
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Best salt-marsh treat 


Ever since Lawrence “Chubby” Woodman 
first invented the fried clam back in 1914, 
the Woodman family has been running a 
seafood restaurant whose specialty is this 
North Shore delicacy. Adored by the resi- 
dents of Essex and famed throughout New 
England for the delectable quality of its 
fried clams, which come in heaping por- 
tions, Woodman ’s also does a good busi- 
ness selling lobsters and organizing mas- 
sive clambakes for backyard parties and 
public events. But it is the unassuming 
wooden building on Main Street in Essex 
Center (just take I-95 from Boston up to 
Route 128, and get off at exit 15) that 
packs an olfactory punch so powerful peo- 
ple think nothing of waiting in line for 
over an hour to sit down for a meal 

and then coming back again the next 
night. When you leave, you may want to 
walk off the alimentary afterglow (before it 
turns to indigestion) in the wonderful salt- 
marsh preservation just a short stroll down 
the road. Look for a signboard on the left 
next to Farnham’s, a no-wait alternative 
to Woodman’s: it'll explain the history of 
the marshes and their inhabitants, and 
their importance to the ecological stability 
of the area. Woodman’s is a New England 
institution. Every Bostonian worth his or 





METAL CASE: Saugus Iron Works offers nature trails and blacksmith demonstrations. 

















her salt, so to speak, would be wise to 
feast at this bivalve bacchanalia. 
Woodman’s, Main Street (Route 133), 
Essex. (508) 768-7335; Farnham’s, 88 
Eastern Avenue, Essex, (978) 768-6643. 


Best inspiration 
for a meal worthy 
of Julia Child 


You're tired of waiting to bump into Julia 
Child at Savenor’s or Bread & Circus. 
You’ve memorized her books, watched her 
shows religiously, and dreamed of a chance 
encounter with the Goddess of Goodies. 
Don’t let that fervor go to waste: head to 
Wilson Farms in Lexington to shop for 
the kind of ingredients Julia would heartily 
approve of. What began as a family farm 


THEY'RE LIGHT. THEY RE COMFORTABLE. 


THEY'RE LIGHT AND COMFORTABLE. 


BLADES 


BOARD AND SKATE 


stand is now, well, a very, very large family 
farm stand, and it’s open year-round. Inside 
the barnlike enclosure, customers are greet- 
ed by gorgeous produce — the freshest of 
the fresh — all of which is marked clearly as 
to origin. In among the vegetable bounty, the 
Wilsons have added imported cheeses, pas- 
tries, flowers, meats, and squeezed-while- 
you-watch juices. Coming soon: cast-iron 
and clay-bottom ovens for perfecting crustier 
European-style breads. Indeed, according to 
bakery manager Scott Differ, a Wilson 
Farms customer must have a developed taste 
bud. That lone common denominator yields 
an interesting mix: granola types jostle with 
the Lexus set for blackberries, while show- 
tune queens queue up behind grumpy 
grandpas for bagels. As far as I know, the 
Goddess herself doesn’t shop there, but in 
one stop, devotees can get everything they 
need for a perfect French bistro dinner. And 
in my book, living well is the best homage. 
Julia would be thrilled. 

Wilson Farms, 10 Pleasant Street, 
Lexington. (781) 862-3900. = 
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Still the beating heart of Cambridge, 
Harvard Square — teeming with uni- 
versity folk, buskers, shoppers, punk rock- 
ers, tourists, and chess-playing layabouts 
— is a true spectacle of humanity. Shade 
your eyes, grab a seat outside at the Au 
Bon Pain café, and watch the world go by. 
Endless streams of automobiles twist 
through the square on either side of the 
concrete island harboring Out of Town 
News and the T, impeded only by the 
lugubrious mobs of people that occasional- 
ly spill into the street or brave one of the 
numerous crosswalks that cut across Mass 
Ave. Think of a third-century Moroccan 
medina, a PBS documentary on ants, or 
those high-speed traffic sequences in 
Koyaanisqatsi, and you'll have at least a 
small vision of how interesting a place this 
is to spend an afternoon. 

Far from the madding crowd in 
Cambridge strut the haughty shoppers of 
Newbury Street, a city avenue mas- 
querading as a European thoroughfare that 
the Boston see-and-be-seen scene calls 
home. The street itself — peppered with 
ritzy cafés, fashionable shops, and art gal- 
leries that extend east from Mass Ave all 
the way to the Public Garden — is merely 
a runway for the kings and queens who 
have transformed the area into a carousel 
of vainglory. And that’s what everybody 
seems to like about it. 


Best place to play 
pickup basketball 


Street basketball is hot on the playgrounds 
of Greater Boston, fostering forms of 
social and physical interaction that run 
from the leisurely rhythms of hack playing 
to the ass-biting rigor of aggressive pickup 
games. At the top of the list of places to 
play for poll respondents are the Jim 
Bradley Courts, two well-maintained, 
full-length courts located at Park Drive 
and Jersey Street in the midst of the Back 
Bay Fens. The pickup games here — one 
for serious, competitive players and the 
other for athletes still trying to sink a good 
jump shot — draw a diverse crowd of 
players from neighborhoods all around 
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town and from all walks of life. The spec- 
tators who fill the green bleachers also 
reflect the city’s diversity, and on any 
given day the intensity of play often rivals 
those sluggish NBA highlights on the 
nightly news. 

Jim Bradley Courts, Park Drive and 
Jersey Street, Boston. 
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Best New England 
sports team 


Despite its 80 years without a world cham- 
pionship, and a still-harrowing 1986 World 
Series loss that might have forever broken 
the spirit of any other baseball team’s fan 
base, the Red Sox remain the best-loved 
and most-revered institution in the city. 
Not that there aren’t still some unresolved 
issues relating to the Buckner episode (one 
respondent wrote “You’re joking” in the 
space for “Best New England sports 
team”), but bitterness and despair are as 
much a part of Red Sox tradition as the 
harsh yet witty remarks that punctuate 
home-game commentary in the bleachers 
at Fenway Park — which, as everyone 
knows, is the single best place in the world 
to watch major-league baseball. 

Foxboro Stadium — home of the New 
England Patriots, the runner-up in this 
category — doesn’t quite elicit the same 
boast from fans of the team. What with the 
-atriots’ Super Bowl appearance two years 
ago, their hotshot quarterback, and their 
strongest team in 10 years, some folks are 
clamoring for a new venue to replace the 
old, cramped quarters where the team 
presently kicks NFL ass. Perhaps another 
Super Bowl appearance this season will 
decide that question once and for all. 

Boston Red Sox, 24 Yawkey Way, 
Boston, (617) 267-1700; New England 
Patriots, Route 1, Foxborough, 
1-800-543-1776. 


Best place to joy or 
Rollerblade 


Without question, the Charles River 
attracts more than disheveled seagulls and 
empty cans of Spam: it also lures droves of 
people, especially fun-seekers, outdoorsy 
types, and — you guessed it — obsessive 


2000 ACRES OF HEAVEN: Crane Beach provides miles of dunes and a wildlife refuge. 
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runners and Rollerblading aficionados. 
Along the Memorial Drive footpath in 
Cambridge, the pristine view of old Boston 
is a true prize: striding eastward, you can 
nearly veer into the water admiring the ele- 
gant brownstones of Back Bay, the skyline 
towering above, and the buildings that 
hunch together beneath the glistening 
dome of the State House on Beacon Hill. 
Water, open space, and a jaw-dropping 
panorama are all elements that make this 
trail a popular stomping (and rolling) 
ground for even the clumsiest Bostonians. 
And on Sundays a good portion of 
Memorial Drive is entirely closed to cars 
for foot, wheel, and roller traffic. Get 
down, get down.... 

The breezy paths that wind along the 
lush riparian banks next to Storrow Drive, 
especially those in the vicinity of the 
Esplanade, are a big winner with joggers 
gasping their way one step closer to health 
on the opposite side of the Charles. 
Unfortunately for them, slower-moving 
pedestrians clog the trails on warm week- 
ends like giant clumps of cholesterol, mak- 
ing that pleasant afternoon or evening run 
a bit of an obstacle course. But that does- 
n’t seem to stop anyone from coming. 
Least of all the Rollerbladers. 
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Best place to 
skatehoard 


While more-scholarly types are reading 
books or writing research papers inside the 
hallowed halls of the Boston Public 
Library, the unforgiving steps outside — 
and the paving stones of Copley Square, 
across the street — attract novice and 
hard-core thrashers alike. Sometimes out- 
numbering the pigeons, skateboarders leap 


and grind their way from one set of bench- 
es to the next in the mall area in front of 
Trinity Church — or skin their knees try- 
ing. Also popular are the cement plateaus, 
benches, curved outcroppings, and long 
flights of steps at Government Center, 
a place that once inspired a song by 
Boston’s proto-punk popster Jonathan 
Richman (whose love of the modern world 
apparently extended to bad modern archi- 
tecture). Legions of shabbily dressed youth 
regularly test their mettle on the urban 
slopes and slants, to the dismay of 
Financial District employees on their lunch 
breaks. Regularly inspired, too, are the 
mad-as-hell security officials who attempt 
to chase them off, often causing some kid’s 
already sketchily improvised maneuver to 
turn into a perfectly executed face-plant 
... bummer, dude. 


Best bike trail 


The hands-down winner for this category 
is the Minuteman Trail. An obvious 
choice given the cluttered byways along the 
Charles River, this paved, leisurely ride 
takes you from the neighborhoods of 
Somerville (although it can be a bit bumpy 
here at times, and the trail isn’t always 
continuous) past the behemoth Alewife T 
station in Arlington out toward the quaint 
township and pleasant country smells of 
Concord. Once you creep away from civi- 
lization, edging close to the water at Spy 
Pond, you'll find the path stretching out 
and the opportunities for idle thoughts 
multiplying. At the end of the trail, if your 
ardor for verdant landscapes and placid 
waters still persists, it’s only a short ride to 
the famed Walden Pond. Hectic but closer 


Continued on page 26 
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to town, noisier but more convenient to 
Buzzy’s Roast Beef, is the Esplanade. 
Ideal? Hardly. But still a favorite spot for 
casual cycling. 


Best bike shop 


Ace Wheel Works in Somerville pulled a 
good share of readers’ votes as the place to 
go for a new set of wheels, whether you’re 
looking to outfit yourself for a role in 
Breaking Away II or just trying to fix a flat. 
With hundreds of bikes for sale, and a 
skilled repair department on hand to handle 
the boo-boos inflicted on your two-wheeler 
by careless drivers or city officials who 
refuse to fill in giant post-freeze potholes, 
Ace will have you fearlessly bombing city 
hills in no time. If you’re normally a do-it- 
yourselfer without a clue as to the mechan- 
ics of bicycle repair, take one of the many 
beginner classes offered by the Broadway 
Bicycle School in Cambridge, another 
strong finisher in our poll. Once you’ve 
learned how to do things like inflate your 
tires before you go for a ride, you can grad- 
uate to more-advanced courses or receive 
individual instruction. 

Deep in the heart of Brighton is the 
International Bicycle Center, a place 
where bike enthusiasts who brave the 
treacherous Allston/Brighton streets turn 
for succor after a bad spill or to replace a 
frame rusted by briny New England tem- 
pests. Also housing a good selection of 
mountain bikes, racing bikes, and acces- 
sories, International provides a much-need- 
ed service in a dangerous no man’s land of 
potholes, defunct trolley tracks, and speed- 
ing motorists. 

Ace Wheel Works, 145 Elm Street, 
Somerville, (617) 776-2100; Broadway 
Bicycle School, 351 Broadway, Cambridge, 
(617) 868-3392; International Bicycle 
Center, 89 Brighton Avenue, Brighton, 
(617) 783-5804. 


Best hiking trail 


Though hardly blue, the humongous gran- 
ite domes at the Blue Hills State 
Reservation afford some of the most 
scenic views in the state. Rising just over 
635 feet, the hills have an extensive net- 
work of blazed trails that cut through a 
variety of habitats: woodlands, grassy 
meadows, swamps, and bogs. The largest 
pond in the area is Ponkapoag, a good 
place to hike and throw back a handful of 
nuts and carob chips. Find your way to the 
boardwalk that goes over a peat bog bor- 
dering the pond, and watch as your steps 
create a trembling motion in the congealed 
mat of moss and vegetation floating on the 
water. At the windy summits of the monad- 
nocks (which were created by subterranean 
volcanic activity and later uncovered by 
erosion), you'll find scrub pitch pine and 
red cedar; farther down are sumac, ash, 
elm, hickory, poplar, white pine, and red 
maple trees at varying elevations. Often 
crowded during warm weather, the trails 
are a favorite outdoor getaway place for 
those with Everest aspirations who can’t 
afford the plane ticket, the Sherpa guide, or 
the IMAX crew. 

If the Blue Hills seem like small potatoes 
to you, then farther north is the White 
Mountain National Forest, which is the 
best place to go hiking outside 
Massachusetts. At least that’s what you told 
us, and it isn’t hard to see why. Taking up 
more than 11 percent of the land area in 
New Hampshire, the forest nurtures a veri- 
table Noah’s ark of mammals, birds, and 
other wildlife. Demanding mountain hikes 
are rewarded by natural attractions such as 
waterfalls and high-altitude ponds, scenic 

views of the valleys below, and bracing 
winds that can invigorate even the gloomi- 


LOOP THE LOOP: runners, Rollerbladers, bi 








kers, and strollers flock to the paths bordering the Charles River. 








est goth, provided you get ‘em up there. 

Blue Hills State Reservation Trailside 
Museum, 1905 Milton Avenue, Milton, 
(617) 333-0690; White Mountain National 
Forest, 719 Main Street, Laconia, New 
Hampshire, (603) 524-6450. 


eeeeeeeeseeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeee 


Best public 
tennis courts 


Playing tennis on Boston Common (near 
the junction of Boylston and Tremont 
Streets) is as close as you can get to experi- 
encing the thrill of Wimbledon competition: 
the crowds in the park nearly outnumber 
the spectators at a grand slam, the guy car- 
rying the JESUS OR HELL? sign regularly 
cries “Fault!” through his megaphone, and 
a pigeon is just as likely to shit on you as 
those unforgiving commentators would if 
you were on TV. Sound like fun? It is, but 
what makes these courts the best, clearly, is 
their proximity to the delicious fare in 
Chinatown and the shops at Downtown 
Crossing, which are excellent postgame 
destinations — unless you'd prefer a show- 
er first. Try persuading the concierge at the 
Four Seasons to take you in, but don’t 
expect top-seed treatment unless your cred- 
it card says “Monica Seles.” 


Best health club 


Phoenix readers agree that Healthworks 
is the best health club for women in 
Boston, despite the recent brouhaha over its 
women-only policy. Offering aerobics, 
yoga, kickboxing, an Olympic-size pool, 
Nautilus equipment, treadmills, free 
weights, a redwood sauna, a eucalyptus 
steam bath, a whirlpool, wellness and fit- 
ness consultations, child care, and much 
more, this health club is a full-scale support 
facility that’s popular with students and 
professionals of all ages. And why should 
an all-women gym offend anyone, especial- 
ly when there are so many other fine health 
clubs in the city? (Just open the phone 
book.) The word gym, after all, comes from 
the Greek gumnasion, which means “to 
exercise naked.” Get it? 

For the estrogen-challenged, there’s 
Mike’s Gym, a no-frills weight room 
that’s all about the business of buffing up. 
Although aerobics classes are included in 
the membership, you'll find most of the 
folks here strengthening their CVs (cardio- 
vascular systems, not curriculum vitae) in 
the “cardio room” and grunting like Lou 
Ferrigno in Pumping Iron as they raise and 
lower monster barbells with astonishing 
ease. Next time you walk around Boston, 
note the number of loyal members wearing 
Mike’s Gym T-shirts, and the bodies burst- 


ing out of them, and think about the myri- 
ad possibilities for physical self-improve- 
ment. 

Healthworks, 441 Stuart Street, Boston, 
(617) 859-7700. Call for locations in 
Brookline, Roslindale, and Cambridge. 
Mike’s Gym, 14 McGrath Highway, 
Somerville, (617) 625-9566; 88 Union 
Park, Boston, (617) 338-6210. 


@eeeeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 


Best heach 


The lure of a good beach is ineffable. The 
attraction goes far beyond the obvious — 
warm Pepsi, sand-filled sandwiches, and a 
bounteous harvest of peeling flesh — and 
extends into the sublime. We sit resolutely 
and stare into the ocean from which we 
crawled; we close our eyes and listen to the 
blood (its percentage of salt said to be the 
same as that of the sea) pound in our ears; 
we can go for yet another Ho-Ho. In New 
England, the place to do all these things 
and more is Crane Beach. Once the pri- 
vate reserve of Chicago plumbing magnate 
Richard Crane, the beach features four 
miles of perfect sand, dunes that go on for 
days, and the Cranes’ former mansion, 
Castle Hill. Together with the nearby Crane 
Wildlife Refuge, it’s more than 2000 acres 
of heaven. 

A close second goes to Singing Beach 
in Manchester-by-the-Sea, named for the 
quartz granules that form the strand. Its 
singing sands are famous the world over for 
emitting a high tone, almost a chirp, as 
your feet glide across, instead of the usual 
scrunch scrunch. The choppy Atlantic 
waters at Singing Beach are perfect for 
body-surfing, and the rocky headlands 
encircling the area give it an almost private 
feel. Don’t worry about getting lonely, 
however; what makes this a Boston-area 
hot spot is the fact that it’s accessible by 
public transportation — just take the 
Rockport commuter rail from North 
Station, and get off when the conductor 
puts on his bathing suit. 

Crane Wildlife Refuge and Crane Beach, 
Argilla Road, Ipswich, (978) 356-4354; 
Singing Beach, Manchester-by-the-Sea, 
(978) 526-4573. 


Best swimming pool 


When it’s hot outside, the Colonnade 
Hotel opens its roof deck, and for $12 you 
can spend an entire day (weekdays, 

10 a.m.—8 p.m.; 10—6 on weekends) 
splashing around in the pool and looking 
up at the big blue sky from your deck chair. 
Get a drink at the full bar, order a bite to 
eat from the hotel kitchen, and wonder why 
anyone bothers with the beach at all. 
Honorable mention goes to the pools run 


by the Metropolitan District 
Commission, which has facilities 
throughout Greater Boston, including 
Everett, Waltham, Stoneham, Malden, 
Watertown, Hyde Park, and Chelsea. 
Although less glamorous than their high- 
priced counterparts, the MDC pools are 
open to the public and free to all comers. 

For die-hard lap swimmers who don’t 
care a whit about the sun, though, nothing 
beats the YMCA pools that proliferate in 
the area. Regularly scheduled adult lap 
times rotate with family swim times, after- 
school programs, and swim lessons, making 
it easy to know what to expect once you get 
there — or before you go. And the mem- 
bership rate, which gives you access to a lot 
more than the pool, is a bargain. Check out 
the Cambridge YMCA: its pool, which 
dates back to World War I, is the oldest in 
Massachusetts. But at least it doesn’t smell 
that way. 

Colonnade Hotel, 120 Huntington 
Avenue, Boston, (617) 424-7000; 
Metropolitan District Commission, 

20 Somerset Street, Boston, (617) 727- 
1300; Young Men’s Christian Association 
Central Branch, 316 Huntington Avenue, 
Boston, (617) 536- 7800. 
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Best place to sunbathe 


Although most New Englanders think a 
“tan” is what happens when, after 10 min- 
utes in the sun, their pale, scrod-white flesh 
turns as red as the chitin of a rapidly boil- 
ing lobster, folks still seem to know where 
to go to perfect that irradiated look. And it 
isn’t very far from home: most respondents 
informed us that their backyard was the 
best place to sunbathe. If you’re living in a 
high-rent apartment and consider yourself 
lucky to have a “balcony” large enough to 
store a potted rosemary plant, then obvi- 
ously you’re not accustomed to sunbathing 
at home. That’s probably why the second 
most popular choice of places to sear ten- 
der skin is on one of the many reoftops in 
Boston. Since brownstones have those love- 
ly flat roofs where people gather to watch 
the Boston Marathon, drink beer on sum- 
mer nights, and light dangerous fireworks 
on the Fourth of July, why not worship the 
sun there, too? 

Not everyone is fortunate enough to 
have an understanding (or unwitting) land- 
lord, so other venues have become favorites 
as well. For starters, try the Esplanade, 
which seems to be the place for just about 
everything. If the lawn area is just a bit too 
rough for your sunburned back and your 


* mouth is watering for a tart tequila sunrise, 


buy some aloe vera gel and head up to the 
Colonnade Hotel’s roof deck (see Best 
Swimming Pool). Judging from our poll, 
you won’t be alone. 

Colonnade Hotel, 120 Huntington 
Avenue, Boston. (617) 424-7000. is 
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LOVE ON THE RUN: cudille up with fare from Figs, the best takeout ticket to romance. 





Romancing alone 
By Mark Bazer 


Editors’ choices 
Best “getting to like you” date 
(carless) 
Best “getting to like you” date 
(with car) 
Best illegal date activity 
Best place for an urban 
midnight picnic 
Best place to use pool as a means 
to check people out 
Best place to ogle skater boys................... 6 
Best place to make out with 
a bike courier 
Best place to woo an academic 
Best place to learn what 
pickup lines not to use 
Best place to rekindle 
an old love 
Best place to watch your date 
improvise without silverware 
Best restaurant where you can 
both hear and afford your date.......... 12 
Best inexpensive restaurant 
WHEN TOO HOMES .164..<sccdazrebacasce conic 12 
Most natural way to touch 
on a first date 
Best DIY aphrodisiac buffet 
Best low-cost imitation of 
dinner and a movie 


Most romantic dinner you can 

have in a wine cave 
Best spot for a just-us-two nightcap 
Best takeout ticket to romance 
Best place to hear “Would you like 

those legs crossed or open?” 
Best chocolate gesture of love 
Best aphrodisiac ice-cream flavors.......... 2 
Best place to buy perfumes without 

risking atomizer assault..................60. ? 
Best way to clean up for the big night ....2 
Best window-shopping 

FOX SBGONIASOCHISES <5; 60 siscessssessevecsess 
Best place to buy a yoni-shaped 

PENG MUDD. 5: cccscsssssengtinsosnseeesnnseuets 26 
Best place to buy a kiss-off card 26 
Most romantic ruin 28 
Best place to see Cathy’s ghost............... 28 
Best place to mope and heal................... 28 


Readers’ choices 


Best romantic restaurant 
Best place for a romantic weekend 
PROBE PHO SN osc cota scence acasoves0ccossence 
Best place for a proposal 
(or proposition) 
Best place for a romantic stroll 
Best place for a clandestine lunch 
Best place for sexy gifts....5......:.....ss000Ae- 
Best site for an outdoor wedding 
Best place to buy a bridal gown 
Best place to rent a tuxedo 
Best break-up restaurant 
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It will be one of the most 
special gifts they have ever 
received. A relaxing session 
of facial massage, cleansing, 
toning and moisturizing, along 
with a dash of make-up and 
skin care instruction, and a 
good measure of just plain 
pampering. From a single ses- 
sion to an entire day of beauty. 

Just call 1-800-FACIALS 
or the salon nearest you to 
charge it to your credit card. 
We'll send it out in an elegant 
gift box the very same day. No 
shopping required. One size 
fits all. She'll love you for it. 


1-800-FACIALS 


FACE FIRST 


The Perfect Gift. 
for all occasions. 


OPEN SUNDAY AT 
SELECT LOCATIONS 


IN MA: Andover * Boston * Braintree * Brockton * Burlington * Cambridge 
Chelmsford * Chestnut Hill * Danvers * Framingham * Franklin * Hanover 
Medford * Needham * Norwood * Seekonk * Swampscott * Worcester 


_IN CT: Glastonbury * Vernon * West Hartford * IN RI: Warwick 
IN NH: Bedford * North Hampton * IN NY: Larchmont 


Books 

Massage Oils 

Personal Lubricants 
Adult Toys 

Fantasy Accoutrements 
Magazines 

Safer Sex Supplies 


Sexuality Boutique. Videos 


To register for our classes please call us at (617)731-2626. 
Space is limited so register early! 
Pre-Registration is required for all workshops 


Grand Opening! the Boston area’s first sexuality boutique, 
especially, but not exclusively for women! 


318 Harvard Street, Suite 32 (2™ Floor) 
Brookline, MA 02146 (617) 731-2626 


Sat. 10am-7pm, Thur. & Fri. 10am-9pm, Sun. 12-6 
www.grandopening.com 


Mon. - 


EROS 
BOUTIQUE 


581A TREMONT STREET 
BOSTON, MA 02218 
ON LINE CATALOG 
WWW.EROSBOUTIQUE.COM 
10% OFF YOUR TOTAL PURCHASE 


FETISH/FASHION/FANTASY 


MENTION THIS PHOENIX AD DURING NOVEIBER 
AND RECEIVE A FREE RIDING CROP OR BULL WHIP! 
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LOVES ME, LOVES ME NOT... . Jhe Rose Garden in Boston’s Back Bay Fens is especially romantic at night. 


Romancing 
alone 


By Mark Bazer 


WISH I could begin with a sweet anecdote 

about feeding my special duck with peanut 

sauce to a new love on the swan boats, skinny- 

dipping with her in Boston Harbor, and winding 
up the night rubbing her butt in one of those teensy 
beds on Old Ironsides. Unfortunately, I can’t. But I 
can tell you about the two times I drunkenly hit on 
the same accountant on the number 57 bus. 

I had just put on quite a performance at a happy 
hour, and, as my coworkers scattered off to various 
hot clubs in the city, | was heading to a lesser-known 
hangout in Brighton called My Bed. That’s when | 
saw her, alone, heading home after a long week of 
adding and subtracting. I sat down by her side, asked 
her name (it was Beatrice McGuillicutty III), com- 
mented on her book, told her I knew how to read, 
too, and then went in for the kill. She politely 


declined my offer of a date, but I kept at it, asking 
her what she was doing every night for the next cal- 
endar year. Finally, | convinced her to take my num- 
ber. She never called. 

Two years later, I was again heading to My Bed 
(which was getting really exclusive by now), when I 
noticed this woman. She was alone, heading home 
from work after a long week of multiplying and divid- 
ing (she’d been promoted). I did my thing. She reluc- 
tantly took my number, and as I got off the bus, I 
thought to myself, “God, that name, Beatrice 
McGuillicutty III, sure sounds familiar.” She never 
called. 

My point is twofold. First, stay away from me at 
all costs on public transportation. I’m particularly dif- 
ficult on the E line, but then, who isn’t? Second, this 
city’s full of people, young and old, who, just like me, 
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are actively looking for a little human 
contact, some intimacy, someone special 
to take to the Harvard Sports Bar. Every 
party we hit, every rock show we attend, 
every Tupperware party we host, our goal 
is singular — find someone to connect 
with. My hitting on Beatrice wasn’t about 
sex. | have Showtime. 

| remember when I first moved here. 
My parents, anxious to become grandpar- 
ents, said: “Oh, you'll meet someone 
great. Boston is a big college town, full of 
nice Jewish girls.” They were sadly mis- 
taken. For a good semester, I hung 
around the BU dorms leaving seductive 
messages on coeds’ white boards, and 
what came out of my sincere attempts at 


love? A stern letter from John Silber ban 
ning me from campus and saying that 
even he thought I was sleazy. 

Weary of it all, | decided to place a 
personal ad. This may sound far-fetched, 
but believe, me it’s the truth: I found 
myself in a position where I had two free 
tickets for a weeklong cruise to Bermuda. 
| had no one to go with, so I thought, 
what the hell. 

A woman named Mildred Lipshitz 
responded to my ad. We chatted on the 
phone. She told me she was sexy, that she 
looked like Molly Ringwald. I told her I'd 
meet her at Tower Records at 8 p.m. for 
dinner. I’d be standing on the New Kids 
on the Block star. We met. She was 
attractive, if 50 pounds of makeup is yout 
thing. Personally, I found it a real turnoff, 
as I like to be the one wearing the most 
makeup on the date. 

We went to Back Bay Brewing Com- 
pany. After ordering the most expensive 
meal on the menu and a white zinfandel 
(while I had nine microbrews), and shar- 
ing with me her salary as an advertising 
exec ($80K), she told a heartwarming 
story about her dog’s bout with asthma. 
I told her about the time my family had 
to choose between putting our cat to 
sleep or on life support, complete with a 
kitty IV. She accused me of making fun 
of her and then, somewhat annoyed with 
each other, we went to hear jazz at 
Wally’s. 

Wally’s, usually one of my favorite 
places, was a nightmare. While I sat 
silently on a stool, downing Rolling Rock 
after Rolling Rock, these two guys next to 
us were putting all their best moves on 
my date. Then they turned to me. “Is this 
your lady?” one guy baited me. “You ain’t 
even paying attention to her. Man, you 
don’t know how to treat a fine lady.” 
That’s when Mildred interjected. 

“I asked him if he thought I was cute,” 
she said, “and he told me I wasn’t cute, | 
was sharp.” (I would never, ever, call a 
woman “sharp.”) 

The two guys let me have it: “Man, 
sometimes you lie to the lady, tell her 
what she likes to hear.” It all ended when 
I let it slip that I was a big Danny Ainge 
fan. My date snuggled up to the real men, 
and I took my sob story to a beautiful 
waitress. 

She listened to me and chuckled good- 
naturedly at my dilemma. So, naturally, | 
asked her out. She was taken aback. 
“You’re on a date,” she argued. “You 
can’t ask me out.” But I persisted, and as 
I was walking out of the bar, she called 
me over and slipped me her number. | 
called the next day. 

On our first date, she talked about 
her poetry and how she wrote just for 
herself. In other words, she was a bad 
poet. But, hey, I was feeling good about 
things. The idea of a relationship with a 
Wally’s waitress turned me on, and I was 
ready to ask for a second date. But then 
the conversation turned from poetry to a 
friend of hers who was cheap with 
money. She said, “Yeah, he can be such 
a Jew.” 

I wonder if she’s still on that curb 
(I hope not), and I really hope everyone 
finds love, whether they’re an accountant, 
an ad exec, or an anti-Semite. | know 
how it is being lonely in the city. I’ve 
moped behind those blissful couples 
strolling down Newbury Street, watching 
the guys magnanimously flip change to 
into some Newton punk’s cup. But I 
don’t despise those in love. They offer a 
promise of what’s to come and what this 
city can offer. Some say the key is to wait 
for love to come. I’m of a different view 

Keep searching try not to act like a 
maniac, but keep searching. Maybe the 
bus, though, isn’t the best place to find 
love. I find people to be much friendlier 
on the Duck Tours. i 


All names have been changed to 
protect me. 
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EDITORS’ CHOICES 


Best ‘getting to like 
you’ date (carless) 


Topic: the Boston singles scene. Charac 
ters: Mark and Marla. Dilemma: Mark 
and Marla met a couple of weeks ago 
They've done dinner and a movie, they've 
done dinner and drinks, and they think 
they like each other. But now they need a 
date to get to know each other a little bet- 
ter. Something special, to let each of 
them know if this is something special. 
Limitation: neither of them has a car. 
Scene: Sunday morning, early. Mark and 
Marla meet up at Marla’s apartment, then 
hop the Orange Line to Haymarket 
The air is a little cool, and everywhere is 
alive with the shouts of vendors in 
Boston-soaked Italian and English, tout 
ing the freshest cucumbers and tomatoes, 
the crispest pears and peppers, the juiciest 
mangoes and plums. Mark takes Marla’s 
hand and they plunge into the fracas. 
They examine a stack of plump peaches, 
murmuring sweet Eliotic nothings. Close- 
up on Mark pointing and paying, reach- 
ing into the bag and offering Marla the 
first bite. They lap the juice from their 
fingers; their eyes lock. They work their 
way down the rows and out through the 
North End to the waterfront, where 
they happily walk close together, looking 
out over the harbor and back in at the city 
they call home. They laugh. They talk. 
The day is beginning to heat up. 


Best ‘getting to like 
you' date (with car) 


Mother Nature’s exterior decorating skills 
just can’t be beat with a stick during New 
England autumns. And while even the city 
proper gets a touch of the grandeur, the 
really good stuff lurks outside the realm 
of the BankBoston automatic currency- 
distribution system. Leaves perform dra- 
matic death scenes and the crisp air 
crackles with romance among the pick- 
your-own farms along Route 2, just 
an hour or two west of Boston. Apples 
and pumpkins swell the scene, yours by 
the peck and bushel for less than the cost 
of parking downtown. Try one off the tree 
together: sampling is standard, so locking 
lips over a crisp Red Delicious won’t get 
you expelled from the garden, no matter 
what sort of wisdom you get from it. 
Don’t neglect the picking, though. Your 
bounty is your best resource. Be creative 
and one date can lead to another: pump- 
kins want to be jack-o’-lanterns, and 
apples yearn to be put into pies. Keep in 
mind that the farther west you get, the 
more likely the orchards won’t be overrun 
by yammering rug rats — and if you’re 
still getting to like each other, getting lost 
will have its perks, too. 


@eeeeceeseeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeesd 


Best illegal 
late activity 


The Rose Garden in the Back Bay Fens 
is one of the loveliest, most romantic 
spots in Boston — but it takes on a cer- 
tain allure at night that is not there in 
broad daylight. Unfortunately, the gate is 


locked from dusk until morning. Now 
don’t take this as a suggestion or any 
thing, but if you and your sweetie were to 
meander down to the Fens some night ( 
don't go alone, please) and sidle up to the 
ol’ Rose Garden, you just might find a 


spot in the fence behind some shrubbery 


where, just maybe, there might be low 
spot easily accessed by a couple of bold 
lovers. If you close your eyes and visual 
ize, you can practically see yourself, scal 
ing the fence, then lending a hand to your 
snookums as he/she climbs over. You 
could then fantasize about walking 
through the garden, trying to identify the 
colors of the roses in the silvery moon- 
light, smelling the night-blooming fra 
grance of antique varieties, marveling at 
the splendid hybrid specimens bred by 
obsessed rose lovers Later in your 
fantasy, you are lightly kicking the dew 
from the grass, sitting on the bench under 
the arbor, listening to the crickets, breath- 
ing the heady floral perfume of the night 

. ah, well, nice to daydream about. Too 


bad that gate is locked at night 


@eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeee 


Best place for an 
urhan midnight picnic 


Ringgold Park in Boston’s South End 
shows you what the power of citizen 
enterprise can accomplish. What was 
once a dreary, dusty concrete expanse 
with a sunken basketball court, cement 
playground, and antiquated metal “exer- 
cise stations” that looked downright dan- 
gerous to play on was transformed last 
year into a laid-back neighborhood hang- 
out. On sunny afternoons, there’s a pick- 
up game on the half-court, kids playing 
on the swings and jungle gym, and people 
sunning themselves on the circular lawn. 
The atmosphere is relaxed, with perfect 
strangers striking up casual conversa- 
tions. The action continues until well into 
the evening, but rest assured: by midnight 
you'll have the place to yourself. Spread 
out on the grass, or on one of the com- 
fortable wooden benches encircling it. 
After your romantic repast, wander over 
to the spring-loaded seesaw, wide enough 
to seat two (snugly) side by side, gently 
rocking. The city lights are too bright for 
stargazing, but you can watch weekend 
revelers cruise by, and you’re in a prime 
position for surreptitious peeks in the 
windows of some of the neighborhood’s 
funky condos. If this doesn’t sound pri- 
vate enough for you, if you want pitch 
dark and no one around for miles, then 
haul out to Franklin. Remember, this is 
an urban picnic. 

Waltham Street between Tremont Street 


_ and Shawmut Avenue, Boston. 


@eeeeeeeeaeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaeeeeeeeee 


Best place to use 
pool as a means to 
check people out 


Sure, you’re going theré to work on your 
eight ball —- cotmer-pocket shot: -Yéah,;=: 
right, you’re just lodking fo relax‘and ** 
shoot some stick. Actually, you can do 
this stuff at the Rack in Faneuil Hall, 
and at the same time slug a few back and 


Continued on page 6 
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furniture outlet co. 


full size frame 
7" futon and 
zip on cover $249 









9" jumbo futon 
add $20 







apartment furniture 
all fully assembled 






¢ mattress and box 
twin set $99, full set $139, 
queen set $179 







¢ solid pine 4 drawer 
chest $129 


solid hardwood 
dining table and 
4 chairs $288 


¢ tv stands $30 to $119 


¢ solid pine bookcases 
27 sizes $25 to $97 


desks $88 to $149 


breakfast bar and 
2 stools $129 


hardwood frame, 7" futon, and zip * coffee table $59 & up 
on cover: full $279, queen $329 
9" jumbo futon add $20 






















furniture outlet co. 


363 highland ave, somerville 
617-623-5364 


m-f 9:30-8:00 sat 9:30-5:30 
sun 12:00-5:00 
visa, mc, amex, discover 


friendly service...outlet prices... 
we deliver 
















twin $109, full $149, queen $184 





3 blocks from the T at davis square 


LIFE IN THE FAST LANE: bike couriers and investment bankers mix it up at J.J. Foley’s. 


Romance 
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EDITORS’ CHOICES from page 5 


scan the area for potential romance. For 
more than a year now, the Rack has been a 
popular billiards bar for twenty- and thir- 
tysomethings in search of a more upscale 
atmosphere (dress code enforced) than 
many of the packed dance bars offer. You 
don’t need to be a pool shark to handle a 
cue here, either — hostess Janelle Gooley 
assures that “no one knows what they’re 
doing.” Mainly groups of friends come to 
hang out on the weekends, and there’s 
usually a 50-50 guy-girl ratio around the 
20 champion-size pool tables and the bar. 
Amid the swanky, Swingers-ish décor, of 
course there is some picking up and scam- 





“Tt Isn't About The Titanic... 
It IS The Titanic.” 


ming going on. Janelle says that while the 
Rack is definitely “not a meat market,” it is 
a good place to “meet people.” Live music 
and dancing are also on tap, if you’re more 
likely to accidentally injure someone with a 
pool stick than do anything remotely cleve1 
or skillful on the table. Hey, you never 
know who’s watching. 

Rack Billiards Club, 20 Clinton Street, 
Boston. (617) 725-1051. 


Best place to ogle 
skater boys 


In-line skating? Bah. Memorial Drive is 
nice on a sunny Sunday, but who needs 
this kind of spandex nightmare? You wax 
nostalgic for young Christian Slater—the 
Skater in the classic skateboard flick 
Gleaming the Cube . . . even if you were 
barely toddling when he was making tread 
marks and busting fakeys. Actually, that 
makes you more up to the minute than 
your pals with the latest "blades — recon- 
structed nostalgia, with its companion, 
irony, is very 90s. And after all, you can’t 
cram as much self-expressive (albeit mass- 
produced) artwork onto the side of a plas- 
tic boot as skater boys and girls regularly 
fit onto their decks. Get back in the old- 
style groove with a trip downtown to 


ntr »ductory Film : Exhibits’ Col ectibles . Optional Audio Guided Tour 


EXTENDED FALL Hours 
Sun. — Thurs. 9am — 6pm (Last showing 6pm) 


Fri. & Sat. 9am — 8pm (Last showing 8pm) 


STUDENT DISCOUNT! 
Mon. -— Fri. 
$2.00 OFF Adult Admission 
With Student I.D. 
When Purchased At Box Office Only. Prior Sales Excluded 


DISCOUNT PARKING AT LOT#1 
ON NEW NORTHERN AVE. 


www.titanic-online.com * www.wtcb.com 
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1-888-744-7998 





Copley Square, a true oasis of shred. 
Young emissaries of an earlier era congre- 
gate in the pit at the square’s center. The 
air echoes with their carefree curses and 
the unique skate-affiliated sound effect 
Sassy magazine thoughtfully described as 
“the scrapey noise.” Olly be praised: the 
kids are all right. 


Best place 
to make out with 
a hike courier 


C’mon, be honest. You may work in the 
Financial District, but that doesn’t mean 
your libido is limited to the ecstasy afford- 
ed by self-correcting markets. Perhaps 
secretly you find yourself slightly aroused 
by that odorific, dreadlocked bike courier 
sporting the intricate tattoos who nearly 
flattens you into street crud every time you 
step out of the office and cross Milk 
Street. That’s okay. No one needs to 
know. Just skulk down to Kingston Street 
some night after work and look for 

J.J. Foley’s Bar and Grill, a fine eat- 
ing and drinking establishment that’s been 
around practically since Brendan Behan 
was in knickers. During the day, a down- 
town crowd of investment bankers and 
portfolio managers park their haunches in 
the varnished wood booths and sink their 
fangs into robust sandwiches and plates of 
hot food; but on most weeknights it’s the 
premier hangout of those mercurial wheel 
wranglers who zip in and out of traffic all 
day long delivering messages for your 
bosses. It won’t be hard to spot if you head 
down after 10 p.m.: the chain-link fence 
next to the bar is likely to be full of bicy- 
cles proudly hung — yes, hung — at dif- 
ferent heights, like antlers in a taxider- 
mist’s show room. In the back room, 
where low lighting prevails and mirrors 


Continued on page 8 
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At Classic Tuxedo 


we always strive to exceed 
your expectations. 





sos 


At Classic Tuxedo we offer: 1. Great designer styles 2. Beautitul imported detail 7. Caring personal service. For more Tel Cebaparvarevemetare mem (ever teteye 


fabrics 3. Perfectly coordinated accessories 4. Professional helpful advice nearest you please call us toll free 1(800) 577-4-TUX or visit our web site 





5. Perfect fit to your individual proportions 6. Meticulous attention to at www.classictuxedo.com 


nA 


We take the worry out of looking great! “vc 








Newton - 158 Needham St. Waltham - 1458 Newton St. Watertown - 58 Mt Auburn St Woburn - 300 Nishawom Ad, Suite 13 (Moburn Mall] Nashua, NH - 310 Doni! Webster Hwy. [Pheasant Lone Mal 
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Boston - 249 Newbury Street. Brookline - 81 Boylston St. Cambridge - 2 Bow Street, Harvard Square Marthas Vineyard - 261 Upper Main St, Edgartown 





8 NOVEMBER 6, 1998 THE BEST SUPPLEMENT TO THE BOSTON PHOENIX 


Romance 


PRE eg 


would make many a teacher proud by its 


EDITORS’ CHOICES from pace 6 


Se od 


rethinking of “the classics.” The proof is 


a 


IY arene 


Sten tence ntaeain tee 


™ 


we 


2 LO a aS ey: 


i ; ; ’ oy 
Rye One aaron See cree 
. ce aa 


reflect arabesques of cigarette smoke as 
thick as a fog bank, you'll find your 
pierced road warrior throwing back pints 
of Guinness, expertly poured by one of the 
white-shirted, aproned bartenders. Feeling 
shy? Don’t worry, you have plenty of time 
to put the moves on: Foley’s doesn’t have 
last call until 2 a.m. 

J.J. Foley’s, Kingston and Bedford 
Streets, Boston. No phone. 


Best place to woo 
an academic 


Finding a restaurant with fine food and a 
fine atmosphere is one thing. Locating 
such a restaurant with a thriving intellectu- 
al scene is another problem altogether. 
Throw romance onto that list of desirables 
and you might be better off booking a tick- 
et to the Left Bank. But hidden at the far 
end of Davis Square is Gargoyle’s on 
the Square, a rare hybrid whose culinary 
savvy, intellectual clientele, and sensual 
energy make it the perfect place to discuss 
the food-sex relationship with your favorite 
Joyce scholar. Ecru-colored walls and an 
abundance of crimson help frame the 
moody, candlelit atmosphere. Sunday 
nights bring live jazz into the picture. By 
the looks of the bespectacled crowd, theses 
are swapped with more frequency than 
trading tips — and translating Homer, not 
hitting home runs, is the evening sport of 
choice. 

After studying what the kitchen has to 
offer, you may agree that the diners may 
be even smarter than their degrees say 
they are. Monkfish is flanked by bacon 
and a pan chowder of mahogany clams, 
purple potatoes, and corn. Grilled pizzas 
are a specialty, arriving crusty and aro- 
matic with toppings such as red and yel- 
low peppers, asiago cheese, capers, and 
scallion aioli. For the eat-and-run-to-a- 
lecture crowd, a well-conceived bar menu 


in the open-faced sandwich of peppered 
beef tenderloin, slathered with a smoky 
tomato jam and bedded on basil-scented 
French bread. 

Gargoyle’s on the Square, 215 Elm 
Street, Somerville. (617) 776-5300. 


Best place to learn 
what pickup lines 
not to use 


“Hey, baby!” the extravagantly bald man 
yelled. His target was a woman who had 
made the mistake of walking within 50 
yards of him. “Let me buy you a drink. 
Y’know, you’re really pretty. You look just 
like Ally McBeal!” 

“Thanks,” she replied, looking down at 
her chest. 

“I mean, Ally McBeal with a really nice 
figure!” 

The line wouldn’t have been so lame, 
but it was delivered in a painfully high 
falsetto through a wolfish leer. The man’s 
expensive suit was awry, and his tie slight- 
ly spotted by the three beers he’d knocked 
back; a cigar perched between several 
hairy knuckles, smoking imperiously. In 
response to the woman’s glare, the man 
redoubled his grin. When she walked 
away, he immediately turned his attention 
to another woman, this one with long 
blond hair. 

“Hey, baby!” he shouted. “You should 
be a Breck girl!” 

Yes, it’s just another Friday night at 
Harvard Square’s Grafton Street, an 
otherwise wonderful restaurant and bar. 
The food is excellent, the crowd spirited, 
and more than a few good pickup lines are 
deployed here. For some reason, however 
— perhaps because it’s popular with 


Continued on page 10 


TALK THE TALK: Grafton Street features excellent food and a spirited crowd, 
and is just the place to learn what pickup lines not to use. 
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lightly older, relativel ell-heeled singles 


ir those adept at removing their wedding 
bands) and has an attractive and courteous 


walt stafl the ratio of bad lines to good 

eems to be unusually high. On certain 

nights when the moon is full and the stock 
1 


market ts up, pack f Rogaine-enhanced 


Casanovas with vit and tact of con 
ventioneers Cal en chattering about 
the Red Sox, tra § ugh lives, and 
whistling at the s vers. Pay attention to 
their fumbling attempts to engage the 
opposite sex in conversation, because you'll 
soon know every bad line on earth, and 
every reason not to use them 

Grafton Street, 1280 Mass Ave, 


Cambridge. (617) 497-0400 
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Best place to rekindle 
an old love 


If you’re going to meet an old flame fo 


dinner, perhaps no place in Boston is mor 
riate than Casablanca, th« 
estaurant based on the one film 
tty much everyone agrees Is the classiest 
celluloid Hollywood ever dished out. You 
can get to know each other (again) by 
warming up before dinner at the full-se1 
vice bar, which looks, gosh, an awful lot 
like the one at Rick’s Café. The giant 
murals adorning the walls in the spacious 
back room, which were inspired by the 
movie, are benign but loom large. While 
you're not likely to see any Peter Lorre 
look-alikes in the dining room, the movie 
crowd pouring in from the Brattle next 
door should offer strong supporting roles 





BANKING ON ROMANCE: the Rack is a popular place for twenty- and thirtysomethings to « 


gie/Bergman romance redux 
And don’t be surprised if the sight of a 
white tuxedo ignites your passion, causing 
you to suddenly hoist your drink and nod 
in your date’s direction, rasping “Here’s 
looking at you, kid.” Pump a few quarters 
into the jukebox, a treasure trove of 
romantic songs by Sinatra, Edith Piaf, and 
more-contemporary pop singers (it even 
includes a few scenes from the movie’s 
sound reel), and then sit down to one of 
the best meals you'll have in a long time. 
Pan-seared bass, venison au poivre, and 
pear-butter crepes are all on the dinner 
menu, but if this is the first time you’ve 


When SHE asked ME to go rollerblafling. af 
I said, "YES", forgetting that I have the, 


GRACE of a hippopotamus on ICE, 


She gave me aKISS 
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for luck and 
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seen each other in years, the weekend 
brunch is a good low-pressure option 
Choose from delicious entreés like Maine 
crab salad atop an escarole pancake; an 
omelet stuffed with spinach and sweet 
ricotta cheese; mesclun salad with toasted 
peas and a savory vinaigrette; and braised 
pork chops. Everything is served with a 
basket of pita bread, extra-virgin olive oil, 
sea salt and freshly ground pepper, and a 
dish for dipping. Hey, things don’t have to 
be the way they used to be. Or maybe 
they should? 

Casablanca, 40 Brattle Street, 
Cambridge. (617) 876-0999. 


all the shots. 
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Best place to watch 
your date improvise 
without silverware 


Come all ye randy wenches and scurrilous 
rogues to the edge of the South End, 
where ye may feast and make merry — 
but don’t ask for a fork. The Medieval 


Continued on page 12 
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re Nightline Service doesn’t prescreen it’s callers and assumes no responsibility for personal meetings via our ser service. Adults only. Toll charges may apply. 
*Free 60 min. to 1st time male callers only. Women always call free. Optional paid services 14¢ - 63¢/min. 
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LEXINGTON ESTATE JEWELERS 


ts pleased to announce the opening of 


LEXINGTON ANTIQUES 


a unique antique and decorative accessories store 


also located at 1666 Massachusetts Avenue. 





Now in addition to being able to shop at our 
jewelry store for distinctive pieces in 14k, 18k, 
platinum and silver, you can also visit our antiques 

store for American and European antiques 


and decorative accessories. 





LEXINGTON ESTATE JEWELERS LEXINGTON ESTATE ANTIQUES 
1666 Massachusetts Avenue, Lexington, MA 02420 1666 Massachusetts Avenue, Lexington, MA 02420 
Tel: (781) 861-7555 Tel: (781) 861-7277 
http://www.lexingtonjewelers.com http://www.lexingtonjewelers.com 
Hours: Mon-Sat 9:30-6:00pm Hours: Mon-Sat 10-5:30pm 


Thursday until 9:00pm And by Appointment 
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> 7 MAGIC CARPET RIDE: Lala Rokh offers affordable dining at low decibel levels. 












Rte. 302, Bretton Woods, NH 03575 


800-258-0330 


www.brettonwoods.com 
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Manor’s dinner-theater event features 
costumed performers and wait staff, all 
= creating a warm and authentic medieval 
tavern atmosphere. The food is authentic, 
too: the first course, hearty soup with 
bread, is served sans spoon. The only obvi- 
ous choices: skip the soup (but don’t, it’s 
fabulous); dip pieces of bread into it; or 
upend the bowl and drink, just like the 
lords and ladies of old used to do. “The 
first response is one of bemusement — 
after that, it’s kind of like eating at a bar- 
becue,” says reservations manager Liz 
Foulkes. The next courses — skewered 
shrimp, strips of beef, Cornish game hen, 
vegetables — are also served without ben- 
efit of silver-, flat-, or tinware. But by then 
most guests have had their share of freely 
flowing beer, wine, music, and merriment, 
and a pleasant food coma has set in. This 
meal is not for the willowy or faint of 
heart, and is a favorite for celebrations, as 
the king always singles out those observing 
birthdays and anniversaries. Be sure to 
make reservations ahead of time, as week- 
ends often fill up in advance. 

Medieval Manor Theatre, 246 East 
Berkeley Street, Boston. (617) 423-4900. 












at Brookline Place 
#2 Brookline Place 
Boston, MA 
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Best restaurant 
where you can both 
hear and afford 
your date 


Noise. It’s everywhere in Boston restau- 
rants, a product of the justifiable but mis- 
guided notion that cacophony means high- 
er customer turnover, and thus more prof- 
it. Even the temples of gastronomy eventu- 








Most Extensive 
Foreign, 
Alternative Lifestyle, 
and Animated Sections 
in Boston! 






ally succumb, leaving patrons culinarily 
satisfied but a little deaf. Not so at the 
supremely peaceful Persian restaurant 
Lala Rokh. This is high-class dining the 
way it’s meant to be, with a hush and a 
whisper and a suggestion of music in the 
background. Widely spaced tables con- 
tribute to a sense of isolation, which makes 







this place one of the most unselfconscious- 
ly romantic in the city. Yet for all the 
romance, the price of everything is still 
reasonable. This isn’t a LEspalier-style 
blow-the-budget extravagance, but afford- 
able elegance for everything from first 
dates to first anniversaries. 

Lala Rokh, 97 Mount Vernon Street, 
Boston. (617) 720-5511. 
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Best inexpensive 
restaurant with 
mood lighting 


First dates are usually rife with anxiety and 
awkward silences. What should I wear? 
Where should we go? What should I say? 
Calm your fears and take a quality date to 
Tasca for instant romantic atmosphere 
that you can afford. With its small wooden 
tables and cozy booths, its softly whirring 
ceiling fans and flickering candlelight, 
Tasca has set the intimate mood for you. 
Sample some exotic Spanish appetizers ($3 
to $5) and listen as your conversation runs 
away with itself over a pitcher of chilly, 
fruity sangria. Batting your eyelashes 
beneath the luminescent purply-blue mural 
of the nighttime Mediterranean shore, you 
could be lounging in a cabana in some 
remote Spanish nook planning your next 
move with a Latin lover — instead of mak- 
ing goo-goo eyes at your date in the middle 
of Brighton. It’s places like Tasca that offer 
the opportunity to pretend. 

Tasca, 1610 Comm Ave, Brighton. 
(617) 730-8002. 


Most natural way to 
touch on a first date 


You've got chemistry — you’re sure of it. 
From the first time you two met, there’s 
been a spark, an electricity between you 


Continued on page 14 
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Barsamian’s 


Paceppional fed 1 20ephione— 


1030 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, CAMBRIDGE 
(Between Harvard & Central Squares) 
Orders 661-9300 Fax 661-9008 


Open 7 days 
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ISN’T IT ROMANTIC? You and your date can get dinner and a movie for under 
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that was mitigated only by the fact that you 
were nearly strangers. Finally, you’re off on 
a date and the physical tension is going to 
kill you. But you don’t want to look like a 
masher, groping a kneecap or butt so early 
in the affair. What to do? Go Ethiopian. 
Though French and Italian cuisine have 
made similar claims, Ethiopian is truly the 
food of love. Bekele Alemu, manager of 
Addis Red Sea, notes that a number of 
couples who had their first date in the 
restaurant have since married and keep 


coming back to celebrate. 
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$15 at Hollywood Espresso Café. 





Addis has a lovely main room, dimly lit 
and exuding romance, that Alemu says is 
like entering another culture and leaving 
Boston behind. All your food (long-sim- 
mered vegetables and meats, like the popu- 
lar doro wat) comes mounded on a single 
platter covered with sheets of injera, a 
crepe-like bread. There are no utensils and 
no individual servings. You scoop up 
morsels with injera from that one plate, so 
you're bound to touch hands. And if you 
are seated around a mesob, a low wooden 
table shaped to cradle the communal plat- 
ters, you will be crouched knee-to-knee on 
drumlike stools. Its pretty hard to avoid a 







certain intimacy when you’re that close to 
another person, and who knows what that 
could lead to? 

Addis Red Sea, 544 Tremont Street, 
Boston. (617) 426-8727. 
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Best DIY 
aphrodisiac buffet 


The air crackles every time you see her and 
you're itching to crank up the heat. So you 


instantly. 


a button. 
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Meeting 
Someone Is Only 


Half The Fun 


e Listen to the greetings of 
other callers that are 
currently on line. 


e Send and receive messages 


¢ Connect live with other 
callers at the push of 


¢ Discrete - you never have to 
give out your phone number. 


¢ Always FREE for women. 
Only 90 min. for $1 for men. 


~ The Rest Is Up To You. 


Men Call For 90 min. For $1: 
617-621-9070 


tings via our phone service. Must be 18 or over. Toll charges may apply. 90 min for $1 Ist time callers only. 





Romance 








shower and shave and steer your special 
someone to Inman Square. A pearl, after 
all, deserves oysters: start the mercury 
climbing at the raw bar of the East 
Coast Grill. Beautiful Gen-Xtras swell 
the scene, but you’ve got eyes only for 
each other as the two of you knock back a 
few of Wellfleet’s finest. Don’t forget to 
put your name on the list at Jae’s Café 
first, though, so that your party of two can 
slip right into the main course. The low 
light, the slowly undulating fish filling the 
tank in the restaurant’s center, and Jae’s 
spicy bi bim bab are guaranteed to tack on 
a few degrees. Her cheeks are beginning to 
glisten. Check, please! You just need one 
more stop to close the deal. Grope your 
way back to Christina’s Homemade 
Ice Cream: add ice to the flames, and 
you're bound to get steam. Order double- 
dip chocolate. Then drive home. Fast. 
Jae’s Café, 1281 Cambridge Street, 
(617) 497-8380; East Coast Grill, 1271 
Cambridge Street, (617) 491-6568; 
Christina’s Homemade Ice Cream, 1255 
Cambridge Street, (617) 492-7021. 
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Best low-cost 
imitation of dinner 
and a movie 


No one likes to be a cheapskate, but this is 
a city full of grad students, educators, and 
social service workers, and for them, the 
cost of the old date staple — dinner and a 
movie — has become fairly daunting. But 


Continued on page 18 
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THE PERFECT GIFT 


For those special nights on the town, dinner & dancing. A leisurely 
drive in the country or business appointments in the city. Wherever 
you want to go, Commonwealth Limousine Service can take you 


there in comfort and style. 


Boston's only licenced sightseeing limousine service featuring impec- 
cably maintained late model limousines, Stretch Limousines and 


Sedans. 


Corporate and personal accounts invited. Professional, sophisticated 
chauffeurs... friendly and knowledgeable... grace behind the wheel. 


& 


LiwOoOUS IT NE S £ RY i. & 


617-787-5575 


American Express, Carte Blanche, 
Diner's Club, MasterCard, Visa 


Best of Boston Awards 


70 VENEZUELAN BOUND GREYHOUNDS READY FOR ADOPTION 
FOR INFORMATION ON ADOPTING GREYHOUNDS CALL GREYHOUND FRIENDS AT 508-435-5969 
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CAMPUS CAMERA 





A Calumet Photographic Company 


CAMERAS . CAMERAS . CAMERAS PAPER . PAPER . PAPER. 


WE HAVE MANY CAMERAS 


35mm, Medium & Large Format... 


PENTAX ZX-M w/50mm lens $224.95 


Manual SLR with 50mm Lens 


PENTAX ZX-M-w/35-80mm lens $269.95 


Manual SLR with zoom lens 


PENTAX ZX-50 w/35-80mm lens $349.95 


Auto-focus SLR with zoom lens, 4 exposure modes 
including manual & multisegment metering 


NIKON FM-10 w/35-70mm lens 


Manual SLR with Zoom Lens & Case 


$269.95 


4x35 . @22 « 4x3 
CAMERAS . CAMERAS . CAMERAS 


WE HAVE MANY CAMERAS 
35mm, Medium & Large Format... 


CALUMET CADET 


Ask us about other 4 x 5 cameras we can get for you! 





- LENSES .4X5 


$279.95 
$519.95 


$554.95 
$674.95 


4X5 


CALTAR 150mm F6.3 
CALTAR 150mm F5.6 


RODENSTOCK 150mm F5.6 


ns oe 150mm F5.6 
plus $50 rebate= $62 


NIKKOR 150mm F5.6 $664.95 





METERS . METERS . 


Gossen Luna Pro F $305.00 


Gossen Luna Pro $220.00 


SEKONIC L 308 $259.95 
Ask about student purchase 


program from Mamiya! 








OPEN 7 DAYS 
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TRIPODS . 


We have a full selection of 
BOGEN & GITZO Tripods 


SLIK U 7000 $44.95 


CAMPUS CAMERA 


636 Beacon Street . Kenmore Square . Boston 
Free Parking in Lot on Deerfield Street 


617.236.4400 


M-F 10 to 7 ¢ Sat 10 to 6 © Sun 12 to 5 


» > 
"Be ee sharers Bash Fak: i Ratan tee 


ILFORD 
MGD IV Glossy or Pearl 8x10 100 sheets $36.08 
MGD IV Glossy or Pearl 8x10 25 sheets 


w/2 FREE rolls HP5+36 $10.88 


MGF IV Fiber-glossy 8x10 100 Sheets $50.03 


KODAK 
Polymax RC 8x10 25 Sheets 
w/TMax 400-36 & Tri-X 400-36 FREE 


$12.95 


PN ligelae! 


10% OFF 
Paper, Film & Chemistry 











CAMPUS 
CAMERA 
IS NOW 
PART OF 
CALUMET 
PHOTOGRAPHIC. 






WE STOCK A FULL 
N) fi 1 (@) EO) a 
PRODUCTS! 


FLASHES . 


SUNPAK 383 FLASH 


VIVITAR 283 





E-6 & C-41 
PROCESSING 















MERA CAMPUS cal 
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STUDENT B&W STARTER KIT 


Beginner's film developing kit for a great price 


FILM . FILM . FILM 


More 
paper 
Ta) 
stock: 135-36 


135-36 
Agfa 


Forte 135-36 


Fuji 135-12 
UT aaliarey— 


(OF- Tol at=3i 


135-36 
135-36 


ARCHIVAL STORAGE 
BINDER (Archival*** * ** 


Stores and protects negatives, contact 
sheets, prints and slides in a dust-free 
environment. 





SUPPLIES . SUPPLIES . SUPPLIES 


ARCHIVAL STORAGE PAGES 35-7B-25 $3.49 
OZONE SAFE CANNED AIR W/NOZZLE 
COTTON GLOVES (per pair) 





$3.99 

$75 
LOUPES 8X (Agfa Style) $3.95 
PLASTIC DEVELOPING TANK w/2 reels $9.95 
DIAL THERMOMETER $11.95 
SS “PRO” REELS - 35 mm $10.95 
SS “PRO” REELS - 120 mm $12.95 
CHANGING BAG $15.95 
FIDELITY FILM HOLDERS $16.95 ea 
CALUMET 4 x 5 FOCUSING CLOTH $29.95 








| CALUMET DELUXE 20” CABLE RELEASE $18.95 





$74.95 
VIVITAR 2800 FLASH $44.95 
$69.95 









Stainless steel developing tank 

Two 35mm film reels 

Light-tight changing bag 

Film viewing loupe 

Ten Printfile archival negative preserver pages 
Stainless steel dial-type thermometer 

Film Squeegee 
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VINEBROOK PLAZA 


11? BURLINGTON MALL ROAD 
BURLINGTON. MA 01803 
781-272-668 /7/ 
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BOSTON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 


7 9 8 #-F 2 








CELEBRATING 


SEIJI] OZAWA'S 
25TH ANNIVERSARY 





SEIJI OZAWA, Music Director 
BERNARD HAITINK, Principal Guest Conductor 


Le et the - lynphony 
Your ¢ Sweetheart 
Cc 


Wednesday, November 18, at 7:30pm (OPEN REHEARSAL) 
Thursday, November 19, at 8pm 

Friday, November 20, at 1:30pm 

Saturday, November 21, at 8pm 

Tuesday, November 24, at 8pm 


FEDERICO CORTESE, conductor 
DUBRAVKA TOMSIC, piano 


PETRASSI Concerto for Orchestra No. 5 ® 
SAINT-SAENS Piano Concerto No. 2 
MENDELSSOHN Symphony No. 3, 'Scottish' 


@ Language of the 20th Century series sponsored by 
AT&T and the National Endowment for the Arts 


Wednesday, November 25, at 8pm 
Friday, November 27, at 1:30pm 
Saturday, November 28, at 8pm 
Tuesday, December 1, at 8pm 


ROBERTO ABBADO, conductor 
LEIF OVE ANDSNES, piano 


SCHUMANN ‘Piano Concerto 
MAHLER Symphony No. 1 


FOR TICKETS CALL SYMPHONYCHARGE 


AT (617) 266-1200 OR VISIT THE SYMPHONY HALL BOX OFFICE, 
MON.-SAT., 10AM-6PM, OR ORDER ONLINE AT www.bso.org. 


FOR UPCOMING PROGRAM INFORMATION, 
CALL (617) 266-2378 (C-O-N-CE-R-T). 


EACH TICKET ORDERED BY PHONE/INTERNET SUBJECT TO A $3 HANDLING FEE. 


~ i All programs and artists are subject to change. 
“£ © For the hearing impaired: TTY (617) 638-9289 
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EDITORS’ CHOICES from page 14 


the underpaid are unusually ingenious, and 
the smart ones have discovered Holly- 
wood Espresso Café and Hollywood 
Express Video. A Spartan butter-and- 
jelly sandwich goes for $1.50, or you can 
create your own sandwiches starting at 
$4.50. The most expensive item on the 
menu is the jambalaya, at $8.95, but it’s 
worth it the menu was designed by the 
chef at the Green Street Grill, says opera- 
tions manager Shelly Parker-Lewis, and 
even the coffee is high-caliber. Next door 
to the sleek café is a video store (in its 
11th year) with a broader range of titles 
than many of the big chains, including 
entire sections devoted to genres like 
anime, blues music, and BBC comedy. You 
can swing dinner for two and a rental for 
$15 on this plan. Not good enough? If 
you're really aiming for miracles, simply 
translate your expectations into dessert 
and a video. The desserts — freshly deliv- 
ered from Pastry Arts in Rhode Island — 
are the best in Cambridge outside Rialto. 
Get your treats to go and then make a 
theme evening out of your dessert choice 
and movie rental: raspberry mousse mir- 
ror/Mirror Has Two Faces; cinnamon 
chocolate Napoleon/Napoleon and 
Josephine. It takes a little imagination, but 
even interns, adjuncts, and temps deserve 
a Saturday night. 

Hollywood Espresso Café, 1736 Mass 
Ave, Boston, (617) 497-7766; Hollywood 
Express Video, 1740 Mass Ave, Boston, 
(617) 497-2001. 


Most romantic 
dinner you can have 
in a wine cave 


Dining? In a wine cave? Doesn’t that 
mean dripping stalactites, vampire bats, 
huge spider webs, moldy bottles, and stuff 
like that? Well, not exactly. Heming- 
way’s is one of Vermont’s best and most 
romantic restaurants, so you can expect 
them to go light on the mold and bats. 
Instead, what you get is a beautiful stone- 
walled basement room, with plants and art 
and a few hundred bottles lining the wall. 
And while it is at cellar temperature (a cool 
60 degrees or so), in all likelihood you’re 
in the area to ski, and will be wearing 
sweaters pretty much everywhere you go. 
The service is impeccable, and the food 
achieves a purity that makes it a perfect 
foil for the excellent wine list. And best of 
all, it’s only about 15 feet from the bottle 
racks to your table, so you don’t have to 
venture far from the apple of your eye to 
check out the restaurant’s offerings. Pro- 


vided the stalactites don’t get in the way, 
of course. 

Hemingway’s Restaurant, Route 4, 
Killington, Vermont. (802) 422-3886. 


Best spot for a 
just-us-two nightcap 


If there was ever-a place that epitomized 
the disereet charm of the bourgeoisie, this 
must be it. Tucked on a side street off 
Mass Ave between Harvard and Porter 
Squares, announcing itself (discreetly, of 
course) with a maroon-and-gold sign dec- 
orated with a single star, three-year-old 
Chez Henri is just out of the way enough 
to be intimate, and just on the way enough 
(if you happen to live in Somerville or 
Cambridge) that you don’t have to worry 
about the dreaded last T. Though the 
adjoining bistro is famed for its French/ 
Latin fusion food, the bar gets our vote as 
the best place in town for a nightcap a 
deux. Thanks to Tom O’Connell, the 
designer of the stained-glass wall sconces 
(and brother of owner Paul), the lighting is 
low — i.e., easy on your dry, smoky eyes 
and kind to your visage — and the mood, 
even on weekend nights, is subdued and 
friendly. Tasty and affordable bar food, 
including Cuban sandwiches, empanadas, 
oxtails, and duck tamales, is served till 11 
during the week and till midnight on Fri- 
days and Saturdays. And you can have 
your pick of seven single-malt Scotches, 
including a rare, smooth, 15-year-old Dal- 
whinnie Highland malt Scotch ($8), and 
the standard array of other drinks. Best of 
all, when last call does come (alas, at one | 
o'clock), it’s usually with a gentle whisper 
from the bartender — “Anything else for 
you this evening?” — that makes us feel, 
momentarily, that we’re at the Ritz. Bour- 
geois, indeed. q 
Chez Henri, 1 Shepard Street, 
Cambridge. (617) 354-8980. 
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Best takeout ticket 
to romance 


Sometimes romance calls for a three- pi 
course téte-a-téte in a tightly seated, 7 ; 
moody French bistro. Sometimes it 
demands dinner and a movie. And some- 

times it just means calljng for takeout. If 

that’s the case, try carrying away Figs to 

improve your hopes of getting, well, car- 

ried away. Though not quite Spanish fly, 

the combination of aromatic fungi (porto- 

bellos, creamy wild-mushroom purée, truf- 
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Continued on page 20 
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‘WE DO!’ Castle Hill’s majestic setting looks great in wedding pictures. 
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COCKTAIL 
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: ENJOY HOT SEX FROZEN, 
| ENJOY HOT SEX ON THE ROCKS... 
» JUST ENJOY HOT SEX! 
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OINEDY.. i GIS@l<UNNINGSE 


HAS ARRIVED 


SUNDANCE CHANNEL. 24 UNCUT, COMMERCIAL-FREE 


HOURS A DAY OF THE BEST OF NEW INDEPENDENT FILM. 


UNDER THE CREATIVE DIRECTION OF ROBERT REDFORD. 


DISCOVER BREAKTHROUGH HITS AND NEVER-RELEASED 
FILMS. PLUS INSPIRING CLASSICS, DOCUMENTARIES, 
INTERNATIONAL CINEMA AND THE LARGEST COLLECTION 


OF SHORTS ON TELEVISION. 


Bom) 5):5- 04-1): ) a oe-4 i Mn ht - 9A sa Clold) | > @ ae 


Media@ne’ 


Ne>TV 


Ularer-laras 
channel 


WWW.SUNDANCECHANNEL.COM 


SERVICE SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY. ADDITIONAL CHARGES MAY APPLY. 


i, Photo. Dennis Wise, Stud 


Did you know 
Ticketmaster 
sells tickets online? 


www.ticketmaster.com 
offers real time ticketing, so no matter 
how you purchase your tickets you still 
have access to the best available seats! 


Ticketmaster Online also offers daily 
entertainment news, seating maps, and 
special online only promotions. 


So whether you drop by, phone in, or log 
on, buying tickets is easier than ever! 


TICKING ASTEF? 
ONILINIG 
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VENUS IN SWIRLS: ice cream comes in a variety of exotic flavors at Toscanini’s. 





EDITORS’ CHOICES from page 18 


fle oil), fontina cheese, sweet red onions, 
and roasted tomatoes on the portobello 
pizza is enough to make many a date 
swoon. Preface that with a warm — and 
maybe cuddle-inducing —- bacon and 
spinach salad (or, if you prefer, a wild- 
mushroom risotto with nubs of duck confit 
and a fig glaze), pour a cheap but savvy 
bottle of dolcetto, and all you’re missing is 
some fabu tiramisu and a little loving for 
closure. 

Figs, 67 Main Street, Charlestown. 
(617) 242-2229. 
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Best place to hear 
‘Would you like 
those legs crossed 
or open?’ 


It’s the Clinton legacy. Even the Big Man 
inside the Beltway can’t get away with an 
inappropriate sexual relationship, but the 
buzz about personal-protein-fortified office 
wear has made inappropriate sexual acces- 
sories the order of the day. Enter the gra- 
cious folks at Sweet & Nasty, just steps 
from Newbury Street along Mass Ave. 
They'll cater to all your anatomically cor- 
rect plaything and pastry needs, for a sum 
far more modest than the upkeep of an 
intern (or a Starr-studded criminal investi- 
gation). Cakes adorned with unmention- 
ables from teeny to titanic are priced from 
$16.95 for a basic eight-inch (diameter) 
cake. “Bachelorettes love our tiny penis 
pops,” says employee Erin Lea, noting that 
Valentine’s Day is the busiest time of the 
year for the edible erotica emporium. But 
is this the way to another’s heart? “I don’t 
know if it’s quite romance,” equivocates 
Lea. “Lust, maybe?” Customer preference 
backs up her analysis — most opt for the 


chocolate legs on their confections to be 
open. 

Sweet & Nasty, 90-A Mass Ave, Boston. 
(617) 266-7710. 


Best chocolate 
gesture of love 


Not every gift from the heart has to be an 
original one. So for those times when pas- 
sion is running high and creativity is run- 
ning low, there is L.A. Burdick Choco- 
lates ix Harvard Square. With Swiss con- 
fectionery training as his foundation and 
New York City restaurateurs as some of 
his clients, Larry Burdick has made his 
several-month-old Brattle Street outpost a 
must-know for those whose significant 
others are of the chocaholic persuasion. 
From decadent (and decadently priced) 
chocolate truffles to cutesy chocolate mice, 
no base goes uncovered. Gift boxes starts 
as low as $7 and run up and up and up 
from there. And if decadence is okay by 
your stomach but not by your wallet, there 
are also luscious and reasonably priced 
chocolate bars and what may be the best 
hot chocolate you'll ever taste. And, just to 
be fair, all things chocolate are created 
equal at Burdick’s: each and every item 
comes in dark, milk, and white chocolate. 
L.A. Burdick Chocolates, 52-D Brattle 
Street, Cambridge. (617) 491-4340. 


Best aphrodisiac 
ice-cream flavors 


Forget Spanish fly and powdered rhinoc- 
eros horn: edible aphrodisiacs are much 
less risky. All fruits, according to the 
16th-century herbalist Culpeper, are 


Continued on page 22 
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PHEROMONE FLURRY: freshen up with pure vegetable soap from Selletto. 


EDITORS’ CHOICES from page 20 


aphrodisiacs because they are ruled by the 


planet Venus (goddess of love, a/k/a 
Aphrodite). And some intoxicating sub- 


stances, like coffee and chocolate, were 


once prized for their rarity. Karen Cough- 


lin, manager of Toseanini’s, thinks ice 
cream is one of the most obvious aphro- 
disiacs: “It’s rich and creamy, very sensu- 
’ These Cantabrigian purveyors of 
} ito-style ice cream have the sexiest 
slate of flavors in the city. Some of the 
more obvious: champagne sorbet, straw- 
berry rum, Kahlua, and grapefruit tequila 
(candy is dandy, but liquor is quicker). 


And for the adventurous, there’s Guinness 
ice cream (“I guess that would be an 
aphrodisiac for the frat boys,” ventures 
Coughlin). Fruit sorbets include peach, 
mango, honeydew, cantaloupe, and rasp- 
berry. Nuts, spices, and honey go into 
exotic flavors like cardamom, honey 
lavender, khulfee, gingersnap molasses, 
cinnamon, and honey walnut. And let us 
not forget the ultimate substance for mak- 
ing the heart beat faster: chocolate. At . 
Toscanini’s you and your paramour can 
order dark chocolate, chocolate hazelnut, 
Mexican chocolate, white chocolate, 
chocolate peppermint, and orange choco- 
late. Not all flavors are available at all 


Romance 


times of the year, but the thrill is in the 
chase, is it not? 

Toscanini’s, 899 Main Street (Central 
Square), Cambridge, (617) 491-5877 
1310 Mass Ave (Harvard Square), 
Cambridge, (617) 354-9350; MIT Student 
Center, Cambridge, (617) 491-1558 


Best place 

to buy perfumes 
without risking 
atomizer assault 


The charm in choosing a fragrance should 
lie at least partially in indulging one’s 
curiosity — at one’s own pace. Depart- 
ment stores in recent years have animated 
their fragrance counters with enthusiastic 
fumieres, armed with spray bottles and 
coupons. More pedestrian browsers, or 
connoisseurs who know what they want, 
should try Colonial Drug in Harvard 
Square. Billed as the “Hard-to-Find Fra- 
grance Specialist,” this old-fashioned 
drug store is internationally known for its 
helpful search service for rare or discon- 
tinued fragrances. “We have absolutely no 
common scents,” co-owner J.P. Botinari 
quips. 

Searches are friendly and free, and if the 
quest proves fruitless, employees suggest 
fragrances closely resembling the one in 
question (that doesn’t mean “designer 
impostors” — Botinari audibly cringed 
when asked his opinion of American-made 
celebrity lines of perfume, and preferred to 
“reserve comment”). Some recent requests: 


uxedo Ren 


$40.00 all styles 


BEST OF 
BOSTON 


Intoxication, a perfume bought by a woman 
whose first childhood spanking occurred 
when she broke her mother’s own bottle of 
this; now grown, she wears it herself. And a 
local priest buys bottles of 4711 yearly for 
gifts because, during World War I, he 
found bottles of it in the wine cellar of a 
German chateau, at first mistaking it for 
wine. . . . Botinari’s prediction for the next 
fragrance trend (which currently favors 
unusual botanical top notes such as grape- 
fruit, fig, and lemongrass) is “something 
more romantic and sensual than what we've 
been seeing lately.” 

Colonial Drug, 49 Brattle Street, 
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Best way to clean up 
for the big night 


When advising lovelorn letter-writers on 
how to attract the opposite sex, columnists 
the world over invariably suggest, in more 
or less tactful terms, that the wooer and 
wooee be as tastefully clean as possible. 
There’s a world beyond Ivory soap, howev- 
er, 99.44 percent pure though it may be. 
On Newbury Street and in Harvard 
Square, Selletto offers Pre de Provence 
pure vegetable soaps, made in France. The 
hefty 8.8-ounce bars are otherworldly, 
each uniquely scented by natural ingredi- 
ents (not perfumed) and each with its own 
texture and feel. The fig soap is creamy 
and aromatic, the verbena is soothing, and 
the lavender — with bits of flower and 
stem milled into the soap — is the most 
fragrant exfoliant ever. Vegetable-soap fans 


Continued on page 26 
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Best tuxes, Boston Magazine, 1993 


Designer Tuxedos 


O% OFF 
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'@vo]/.\elo)0)} m Ole) aul0p.<-1e om icole(-ra lam we) i(ea 
617-547-2455 
140 River St. Central Square, Cambridge 
@]at=Manli(=micelssmalelae|comie(elel(= 
Mon-Sat 10:00-6:00, Free Parking 





CUDDLE & BUBBLE 


™ IN A JACUZZI® BUILT FOR 2 


MARRIAGE SURVIVAL SUITE GET-A-WAY 


Rediscover Romance & Renewal 


Come For Dinner & 
Stay the Night 


Entrées start at $14.95. 
After dinner for two in our 
Gazebo Garden Room, 
spend the night Cuddling & 
Bubbling in a luxurious suite. 
From only $19 per person. 


Sun-Thurs Subject to availability 


International inn 


HYANNAS, CAPE COD « 508-775-5600 





START HAVING FUN 


people for live 
_ one-on-one 
Conversations. 


90 MIN. FOR $1 


Ist time callers only. 


Wlor) coll Miele 
6 17-621-9070 


Warnenmalwvays Call FREE: 
617-621 sose 


FREE VOIC 


6 7 \ ha YF -9000 





‘Nightline 
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The Nightline Service does not prescreen its’ callers and assumes no responsibilities for personal meetings via our phone service. Must be 18 or over. Toll charges may apply 





The largest 
selection of 

art & craft 
supplies in 

the Boston area. 


Low prices. 
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BLEACHER FEATURES: our readers drink beer, do the wave, and profess their love 


at friendly Fenway Park, one of the best places to make a proposal (or proposition). 


EDITORS’ CHOICES from page 22 


swear these soaps leave your skin softer 
than commercial products. They could be 
right, but it’s the feel and smell that keeps 
us coming back: the sensate pleasure of the 
soap, and all that it can lead to. 

Selletto, 1356 Mass Ave, Cambridge, 
(617) 441-3636; 244 Newbury Street 
Boston, (617) 424-0656 
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Best window- 
Shopping for 
Sadomasochists 


S&M, B&D, piercing, branding, fetishes, 

corsetry, latex — in this era of cautionary 
sex, creativity is king, and these tried-and- 
true underground preferences have hit the 
mainstream to stay. Fulfilling people’s fan- 





tasies is all in a day’s work at Hubba 
Hubba, where the colors black and pink 
dominate. On a recent visit, | watched a 
man with huge muscular shoulders 
squeeze himself into a black rubber T-shirt. 
“We sell a lot of latex,” says manager 
Shaerie Raulli, whose retail background 
was in vintage clothing before she came 
here. And the clothing section has indeed 
blossomed since the shop’s move from its 
smaller space nearer Harvard Square: 
leather, lace, velvet, vinyl, studs, chain 
mail, zippers, and, naturally, grommets. 
“Corsetry is big now, although most of the 
specialists are in New York or San Francis- 
co,” Raulli says. Nevertheless, she and her 
knowledgeable staff (including friendly 
Eric Spooley, who gamely offers anecdotes 
about the oddest requests he’s had) are 
happy to assist customers who seek accou- 
terments they cannot find here. 

There’s an umbrella stand, bearing the 
sign FUN STUFF TO HIT PEOPLE WITH, 
stuffed with riding crops, cat o’ nine tails, 
and scourges. There is an impressive, col- 
orful selection of dildos and other toys. 


“Our most common request is for a good, 
dependable vibrator,” says Raulli. This 
shop is also popular with the goth/vamp 
crowd for its funky fashions, and I noted 
several rather tame-looking gentlemen 
shopping for leather thong underwear. The 
time has come. 

Hubba Hubba, 534 Massachusetts 
Avenue (Central Square), Cambridge. 
(617) 492-9082 


Best place to buy 
a yoni-shaped 
hand puppet 


Celebrating its fifth anniversary, Grand 
Opening! is Boston’s one-stop sexual 
boutique. Designed to make even the first- 
time customer feel safe and relaxed while 
also satisfying the most ardent sexpert, the 
store offers how-to books, videos, work- 
shops, lubes, and, of course, those naughty 
little (and large) sex toys. Don’t miss the 
new remote-controlled vibrator, which, 
during a test run, Kim Airs, the store’s 
daring proprietress, operated from across 
the street. In recognition of her contribu- 
tions to the city, Airs was recently elected 
to the board of directors of the Brookline 
Chamber of Commerce. “The chamber is 
great,” Airs explains. “I wanted to start 
working for them because they have been 
very supportive and receptive.” 

Grand Opening! hosts a diverse work- 
shop series, where you can learn sex thera- 
py, body piercing, erotic belly dancing, cre- 
ative bondage, and drag or take general 
how-to-spice-up-your-sex-life classes. Airs 


is quick to note: “Everybody thinks that 
learning about sex dies in high school. For 
a lot of people, that’s their last formal 
training about sex. But I think when you're 
in your 20s and 30s, you are way different 
than when you were a teenager.” And 
thank God for that. 

Grand Opening!, 318 Harvard Street, 
Brookline. (617) 731-2626. 


Best place to buy 
a kiss-off card 


From the outside, it looks deceptively 
sweet — mobiles and colored lights in the 
window, the open doorway inviting you. 
Don’t be fooled: Bang! has a serious 
bite. Sure, there are lovely home fixtures 
— paper lanterns and scented soaps — 
and the staff is always friendly, but this is 
no place to look for a Shoebox Greeting. 
The back wall has a hilarious series of 
cards (MikWright, Ltd by Tim and Phyl- 
lis) in which subversive punch lines turn 
vintage family photos into wicked jokes 
and pointed personality spoofs. Featuring 
everything from transsexual Billy to an 
elderly couple considering having sex in a 
church, the cards are generally non-event- 
specific, but the biting tone and lack of 
sentiment are the perfect antidote to Hall- 
mark cuteness. 

So many options! Mock an ex-lover’s 
appearance (photos of hairdos marked 
“Big, Bigger, Biggest”), sneer at attempts 
to win you back (“Do I look like I give a 
rat’s ass?”), question someone’s sexuality 
(“He was always too willing to play the 


Continued on page 28 


1000's of callers dai 


100% local. | 
‘l-on-1 conversations. 
What are you waiting for? 


OMEN CALL FREE! 


17-621 


SUBJECTIVE ADIZOMNE 


The Nightline Service doesn’t prescreen it’s callers and assumes no responsibility for personal meetings via our service. Must be 18+. Toll charges may apply. 
*90 min. for $1. To 1st time male callers. Women always call free. Optional paid services 14¢ - 63¢/min. 





Boston's #7 
JalkLine .. ~ 


nce 
TSS , 


It’s late. You’re alone. The blue wash of the hushed TV is the room’s only light... You’re nervous but excited, because 
tonight’s the night you’re going to DO IT! You’re going to make that call. No one can see you, no one will 
recognize your voice, you won’t have to talk to anyone you don’t want to. Just lay low... listen to all the different 
people on the Talkline with you. 


One woman waits for her husband to come home. Another can play all night. One girl is hitting the clubs when she 
gets off, does anyone care to meet her? So many to choose from, because LADIES CALL FREE all day and all night! 
Record and receive instant messages as long as you want, or advance to the next level with LIVE CONNECT, where 
you and you’re lady talk live, one-on-one privately, just like you called her at home but without exchanging phone 
numbers. Mysterious strangers become intimate friends when you call! Voice personals, too. Come fill your nights 
with unlimited possibilities! 


MEET LOCAL SINGLES! 


CREDIT CARD BILLING 

LADIES CALL FREE! 1-617-679-1666 

ALTERNATIVE LIFESTYLES OUTSIDE 617 or 508 CALL 
1-900-GET-TALK 00¢ vt. 

MIN./20¢ 1st 


LADIES Ae 24 FREE! a, Visit the HOTTEST Website... Skin.com 


NATIONAL TELEPHONE ENTERPRISES, PHIE A. PAS IS* EE REOOD, 





28 NOVEMBER 6, 1998 THE BEST SUPPLEME 


Romance 





EDITORS’ CHOICES from page 26 


ommy”), or just be downright insulting 

lupperwat natchin’ wench!”). The fun 
doesn’t stop with that line of cards. Scat 
tered elsewhere among artsy nudes and 
cartoons, you'll find sentiments like “Cheer 
up. The worst is yet to come” and the 
philosophical “Fuck love. All you need is a 
yreal pair ol hoe 


Bang!, 59-A Clarendon Street, Boston 
(617) 292-991] 


eeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeee 


Most romantic ruin 


Greece has its temples. England has 
Stonehenge. But West Boylston has the 
Stone Church. Never heard of it? Too 
bad, because it’s the most romantic spot in 
central Massachusetts. Built of wood in 
1892 and then destroyed by fire, the Bap- 
tist church was built again entirely in 
stone, only to face a greater threat at the 
turn of the century: six miles of West 
Boylston and three neighboring towns 


were flooded to make the Wachusett 
Reservoir. While many residents were 
forced to relocate, the church was spared 


because of its relatively high perch. It was 
purchased by the state for preservation 
and, after the flooding, became the lone 
reminder of the valley that was. 

For years it sat empty, falling to disre 
pair. Then, in the ’80s, preservationists 
restored the roof and shored up the foun 
dation but left the inside largely 
unadorned, with just a few beams and a 
dirt floor, and glassless windows open to 


The graceful shell overlooks the 


the air 
reservoir now, casting its reflection on the 
water below, welcoming tourists and birds 


alike. It sits quietly off Routes 12 and 140, 
with no road signs marking the way, 
wooded acres hugging the roads nearest it 


A green escape in spring or summer, and a 


blazing Kodak location in the fall, the spot 
is ideal for proposals, picnics, and the 
occasional moonlit stroll. Too far off the 
beaten path to be a big tourist draw, it will 
likely remain something of an open secret 
and an evocative monument to a lost time 
and place 

The Stone Church is located at the 
intersection of Routes 12 and 140 in 


West Boylston 


Best place to see 
Cathy's ghost 


Maybe it’s all the recent remakes of 
Wuthering Heights, but there really is 
something romantic and otherworldly 
about the golf course at Franklin Park 

off-season, at any rate. Once the first 
frost descends and the golfers depart fot 
the season, the course becomes a pic- 
turesque moor dotted with huge oaks, 
hemlocks, and maples. The hill rolls gently 
toward a rise edged with a sparse forest, 
with the country club ascending chateau- 
like in the distance. On foggy mornings, 
the misty-churchyard aura is nothing short 
of thrilling all the more so if you wear a 
long wool cloak. You may see the occa- 
sional dog leading its owner, and there’s 
no heather to fill your arms, alas but 
you and your beloved can still channel the 
ghosts of Cathy and Heathcliff. Just head 
for cover if there’s a storm. 

Franklin Park Golf Course, Dorchester. 
(617) 265-4084 


When SHE asked ME to xe rollerblafling . -”’ 


I said, "YES", forgetting that I have the. 
GRACE of a hippopotamus on ICE, | 


She gave me aK]S§ 


for luck and 


WE were on our WAY. 


Thanks Nightline Personals, 


Rob Swanson 
Valley General Hospital 
Rm# 245 
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LOVE’S END? Power-walk off your blues at the Arnold Arboretum. 





Best place 
to mope and heal 


When your perennial one-and-only out- 


but tender shoots of some of the 

Arboretum’s 13,000 types of plants are 
slowly coming up among the battered 
trees, trumpeting the triumph of time. 
After a few stiff hours in the crotch of a 
sycamore, even those hell-bent on pathos 
will find themselves distracted. Thoughts 
grows you, all you want to do is crawl off of Myosotis palustris (forget-me-not) give 
way to cheerful Lonicera dioica (honey- 
suckle), and before you can say photosyn- 
thesis, you'll be ready to turn over a new 
leaf and sow the fields afresh. Lucky for 
you, the Arboretum features free seasonal 
walks to help you explore with the similarly 


somewhere to droop and fade. Whether 
you prefer to wander the weeping willows 
or pout among the pines, the 265 sprawl- 
ing acres of the Arnold Arboretum, 
just six miles from downtown, have 
enough shady grotitoes to accommodate 


even the most expansive melancholy. The inclined. 
remnants of 1997’s ice-storm damage Arnold Arboretum, 125 Arborway, 
might provide a suitably tragic background Jamaica Plain. (617) 524-1717. & 


It's simple. 

-Place your ad. 

-Browse 1000's of 
local ads. 

-Record responses 
to ads. 

-Connect live, 1-on-1 
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pout S JAZZ CUB GQ cee, 
SULERS 


MUZCUD 


THURS. & FRI. Sth - 6th 


The first lady of jazz piano and Concord recording artist, brings her trio for a rare club visit. 


TUESDAY. i0t 


Higher Octave jazz recording artist and one of Canada’s primo guitarists whose heroes include 
ibe a an Tes and Grant Green. Current CD titled One 2 One. 





‘WEDNESDAY. ith ° 8 pm only 
An exciting French reggae band il members hail from the French Carribean and the 
West Coast of Africa. Lead vocalist Ras is melodic and vibrant. 


“THURS. & RI. 12th 1th 


One of Boston's best. The Jazz Times calls her “the true jazz singer with the soul of an entertainer.” Add 
special quest Steve Marvin, one of Boston's top male jazz vocalist, plus an all-star group, and you have a 
very iat show. 


"TUES & WEDS. 17th - 18th 


This rare club appearance will celebrate the release of his new TelArc CD The /nfinite Desire. The band 
includes 8 Gumis Ortiz, Hernan Romero, Ernie Adams, Al on guitars & synthesizers, and piano — TBA. 


FRI & SAT NOV 20th - st 
Still one of the best R&B - soul groups in the business with a chain of gold records to their credit including 
he Stat. 


MONDAY 23rd 


The second in a series of dates by this totally energetic and entertaining big band. 


First Boston appearance for this straight ahead and swinging New Orleans based group featuring Tony on jg 
saxophones, Steve Masakowsky on guitars, David Torkanowsky on piano, James Singleton on bass, and fe 
eo eee on drums. * 


“WEDNESDAY th 


: oe po au actress, she has produced this show with a collection of varied and talented performers. 


“FRI RL ASAT. 7th - 28th 


~ Oten referred to-as the “musician's musician” and the “guitarist’s guitarist,” this Grammy Award-winning 
~ = player returns with his group for another Thanksgiving holiday weekend celebration. 


www. w.scullersjazz. com / a 

Complete Calendar Listings + Information on Special Events ws: 40) W LIMES 
Directions * Ticket Information + Dining Information Tine thinuah Fi ¢ Fri & Sat £ 

Eontests * and Much, Much MORE! ace sa ays asi: i 
r Reservations and information 
In 
the Double Tree Guest Suites Hotel (Storrow Drive at the Mass Pike Exit) TEXAN iasTER, TOWER RECOROS - FLENES 1 
r= as STORES 


| Reservations and Info: Call 562-4111 icketMaster (617 or 608) 981-2000 Lap MOSE OME (617/508) 951-2000 | 
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Awarded by Boston Magazine 


ry these on in 
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HUBBAHUBBA | 


: 9354 Mass Ave, Central Square Cambridge, MA 02139 
Monday-Thursday 12-8, Friday 12-9, Saturday 12-7 
(617)492-9082 





Meeting Someone Is | 
Only Half The Fun 


e Place your own personal ad 
absolutely FREE! 


¢ Listen to thousands of ads from 
other local singles. 


¢ Send and receive messages 
instantly. 


¢ Connect live with other 
callers at the push of 
a button. 


e Discrete - you never have 
to give out your phone 
number. 


¢ Always FREE for women. 


The Rest 
Is Up To You. 


Call Now! 


* 617-621-9000 


hal meetings via our phone service. Must be 18 or over. Toll charges may apply. 





THROUGH 
STREET 


CLOSED 


North End cooking without 
the North End hassles. 


Come back to 


LaGroceria 


RISTORANTE ITALIANO AND PIZZERIA 


853 Main St. ¢ Cambridge © 617.547.9528 
Over 25 years of service to Central Square. 


You sit. We cook. Everybody’s happy. 
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Best romantic 
restaurant 


It makes sense that Boston’s most roman- 
tic restaurant would be on Beacon Hill. It 
also makes sense that, among the handful 
of tony eateries that grace that lamp-lit, 
brick-walked neighborhood, the Hungry I 
got more Phoenix readers’ votes than any 
other. Cozy without being cluttered, ele- 
gant without being snobbish, the Hungry | 
boasts sumptuous throw pillows and beau- 
tiful fresh flowers, and a first-rate menu of 
traditional French country cuisine (venison 
au poivre noir is a favorite). Maybe Boston 
isn’t as Puritanical as it seems. 

Across the river at Dali, Spanish, not 
French, is the language of love. From the 
seductive purr of the waiters’ rolled r’s to 
the aphrodisiac quality of the succulent 
wine-soaked figs, eros rules. The garlic- 
scented air seems heavy with propositions, 
while the flickering light of candles recasts 
average Joes as brooding romantics. The 
tapas menu, made up of little plates meant 
for sharing, is especially conducive to 
closeness go ahead and let a lover eat 
shrimp from your hand. Just don’t go to 
Dali expecting a whispering affair the 
mood can be raucous, as the staff cele- 
brates birthdays and engagements with 
lusty singing. From the food to the aura, 
passion is the central ingredient 

Hungry I, 71'2 Charles Street, 
(617) 227-3524; Dali, 415 Washington 
Street, Somerville, (617) 661-3254. 


Boston, 


Best place for a 
romantic weekend 


Maybe we just don’t find our city roman- 
tic, but Phoenix readers made themselves 
perfectly clear: given a free weekend, 
they'll take their affairs to Vermont. From 
the ski slopes of Stowe to the verdure of 
Woodstock, the country inns and fir-cov- 
ered hills are luring us north. There are 
other options — readers voted equally for 
Kennebunkport and Prague(!) — but no 
place inspired as much passion as the 
Green Mountain State. Is it the outdoor 
pursuits (days by a lake) or the indoor 
pleasures (nights by the fireplace)? Perhaps 
the bumper sticker is true: Vermont is for 
lovers. 

In two simple words — the Cape — 
Bostonians evoke sand and sea, a world 
removed and yet close. Technically, it’s 
Cape Cod, but calling it the Cape makes it 
ours, a private getaway. Some crave 
P-town’s clamor, while others seek quieter 
hamlets. Some readers prefer heading off 
the mainland for Martha’s Vineyard (no 
one voted for its haughty sister, Nantuck- 
et), while others focus on season (fall is 
most romantic). Any time of year, a stroll 
through the dunes will be rewarded with 
ocean vistas. On the right beach at the 
right moment, you can feel like the only 
lovers on earth, sure that the Cape really is 
yours. 


Best flower shop 


Anyone can sell flowers, but the results 
vary widely — just look at the frighteningly 
random bouquets that pop up at subway 
flower stands. At Brattle Square 

Florist, everything is breathtaking, from 








orchids to Gerbers to cacti. You can pick 
your own from a selection that has no local 
rival but your best bet is to trust the 
staff. Tell them your needs, then let them 
work their magic. The staff can be brusque 
being the best means being busy — but 
they'll deliver an arrangement that will 
make someone feel very loved indeed. 

With florists every few blocks in the 
Back Bay, how to choose the best for your 
sweetie? Trust the overwhelming favorite 
of our readers, Winston Flowers. 
Charming and knowledgeable, the workers 
love flowers and have an eye for beauty. 
They’ll make even the least likely pairing of 
flowers look presentable — you want 
mums and gladiolas, they'll find a way to 
make peace between the two. Or let them 
wow you with their own arrangements 
which are known for color and flair. For 
floral declarations of love or heartfelt 
apologies, count on Winston Flowers to 
make a statement. 

Brattle Square Florist, 31 Brattle Street, 
Cambridge, (617) 876-9839 or (617) 
547-7089; Winston Flowers, 131 Newbury 
Street, 569 Boylston Street, and 
141 Congress Street, Boston; Chestnut Hill 
Mall; 31 Central Street, Wellesley. (617) 
341-1100 (all stores). 


@eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseee 


Best place for 
a proposal 
(or proposition) 


Forget all that getting-down-on-one-knee- 
and-professing-your-love-in-private stuff. 
As many of you already seem to know, 
Fenway Park is one of the most roman- 
tic places in the city on a balmy summer 
night. Who can help feeling a surge of 
good will, maybe even the big L, sitting 
next to that special someone in this great 
green ballpark crackin’ peanuts, doin’ the 
wave, and screaming your guts out? The 
lights make everyone look great, the beer is 
terrible in the best possible way, and pretty 
much anything goes except for stealing 
someone’s seat, smoking, and excessive 
PDA. You’ve heard the crazy things people 
belt out when the Sox are down, so why 
not whisper something even crazier in you- 
know-who’s ear? Liberated women, that 
means you. 

Fenway Park, 24 Yawkey Way, Boston. 
(617) 267-1700. 


eeeeeeeeeoeoeseeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeese 


Best place for a 
romantic stroll 


It is no accident that there were once 
swans named Romeo and Juliet in the 
Public Garden. Bostonians seem to 
agree that this is the epicenter of hand-in- 
hand bliss. Edging out the Charles and the 
Harbor on this side of the river, the Public 
Garden offers a verdant alternative to con- 
crete vistas: cascading willow branches, 
brilliant tulips in bloom, and ducks bob- 
bing on a placid pond. The swan boats just 
ooze romance, and their real-life counter- 
parts float by as feathered models of fideli- 
ty. At night, the paths glow with lamplight, 
which just adds to the magic that keeps 
locals, as well as visitors, coming back. 
Unless you’re zipping between Beacon 
Hill and Kendall Square on the Red Line 
or stuck in a chokehold of traffic on the 
BU Bridge, it’s sometimes easy to forget 
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SWEET & NASTY: their pastries put a new twist on the flavor of the month. 





about the good old Charles. Maligned 
though it may be for its relative filth, when 
you get close to it and see the little ducks 
and lusty scullers and hear that gentle lap- 
ping sound that only rivers can make, it’s 
really pretty romantic. That’s what you 
thought, and we agree. So maybe, uh, we 
can get together sometime, and, uh, you 
know, maybe take a walk or something 
along Memorial Drive, and, you know, 
appreciate it together? 

Public Garden, bordered by Charles, 
Arlington, Boylston, and Beacon Streets, 
Boston; Memorial Drive, from the 
Longfellow Bridge and west along the 
Charles, Cambridge. 


Best place for a 
Clandestine lunch 


Who knew rocket scientists were so 
sneaky? The smart set take their honeys to 
Killian Court at MIT. Though lovely, the 
lawn in front of Building 10 isn’t exactly 
intimate — it seats 1000 people for com- 
mencement. Still, a tree-shaded border of 
carefully tended hedges creates a nominal 
sense of privacy, and any spot on the lawn 
is ideal for a picnic. Maybe our voters 
enjoy the very openness of the place — a 
professor and grad student having a dis- 
cussion in the middle of campus are less 
likely to raise eyebrows than the same pair 





in a smoky bar. Love may be an art, but 
hiding in plain sight is a science. 

The Four Seasons offers everything 
one dreams of: beautiful furnishings, dis- 
creet professional service, and a sheen of 
refinement that oozes romance. Upstairs, 
Aujourd’hui, award-winning for its 
impress-your-date food, lets you conduct 
your rendezvous while overlooking the 
Public Garden. At street level, the Bristol 
Lounge offers high-backed chairs and 
more nooks for two, so you can sip tea or 
just drink each other in. After the meal, 
two options: return home guilty but well- 
fed, or check into the hotel for how to 
say this tastefully 

Killian Court, 222 Memorial Drive, 
Cambridge; Four Seasons Hotel, 

200 Boylston, Boston, (617) 351-2071. 


dessert. 


@eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesees 


Best place 
for sexy gifts 


Everyone has a unique definition of what is 
sexy. One reader championed the Combat 
Zone, but that seems more like plain old 
sex. Sexy implies a little thought, a little 
sensual flair, or a touch of the exotic — all 
of which a gift from Sweet & Nasty can 
supply. Knowing that the tongue is a major 
sensory organ, the bakers at this shop fash- 


Continued on page 34 
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Vintage c lothing 
fremthe 20's | 
COMUS (aM AC MS 
Used brand name 
jeans $20 - $28 


P: Coats 
Faux furs 
Biker jackets 
Leather pants 
Gothic fashions 


Hours: M-Sat. 11 -6 ® Sun. 12-6 
223 Newbury St. ® Boston, MA 


G07? 207 95757 









READERS’ CHOICES from page 33 


ion desserts that stimulate the taste buds 
and the eyes (breasts made of rich choco- 
late, penises with creamy frosting). 
Whether you’re a White House intern or a 
club-scene Lothario, this store has some- 
thing you can sink your teeth into. 

Or say you’ve just watched Tie Me Up, 
Tie Me Down and you'd like to bring a lit- 
tle kinky fun into your own bedroom — 
but you’re pretty sure Wal-Mart isn’t the 
place to look for the goods. Fortunately, 
Hubba Hubba is well stocked in erotic 
accessories, and its staff will gladly answer 
any questions for beginners. Whips, boots, 
leather thongs — with all the toys and cos- 
tumes, it’s Disneyland for adults (except 
that you take your rides at home). Trade 
your Gap sweater in for a dog collar — 
and leash your fantasies, so to speak. After 
visiting Hubba Hubba, you'll never be 
vanilla again. 

Sweet & Nasty, 90-A Mass Ave, Boston, 
(617) 266-7710; Hubba Hubba, 534 Mass 


Ave, Cambridge, (617) 492-9082 


@eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 


Best site for an 
outdoor wedding 


With its Dynasty-esque grandeur and clas- 
sic elegance, the Great House at Castle 
Hill, popularly known as Crane’s 
Castle, is the hands-down winner for 
romantic nuptials. A 59-room Stuart-style 
mansion, it is less famous for what is 
inside than for what is outside. It is bor- 
dered by Italian gardens, which are trans- 
porting enough, but the view is even more 
spectacular: lovely Crane beach and the 
entire Atlantic ocean stretching to the hori- 
zon. The majesty of the setting can imbue 
vows with appropriate gravity, but many 
newlyweds choose it for a more pragmatic 
reason: it looks great in pictures. 
Considering that it’s tops for romance 
among Phoenix readers, it’s not a shocker 
that the Public Garden is also a first 
pick for outdoor weddings. It’s more sur- 
prising that New Englanders (“Don’t like 
Wait a minute”) would dare 
schedule an outdoor event where they’re 


the weather? 


not allowed to pitch a tent in case of rain. 
But the lure of a lagoon and flower beds 
makes it worth the risk. Choose your date 
(calendar date, that is) carefully — having 
the Walk for Hunger pass through might 
be a wee bit distracting and then revel 
in the kind of beauty no building will ever 
outdo. 

Crane’s Castle, Argilla Road, Ipswich, 
(978) 921-1944; Public Garden, bordered 
by Charles, 
Beacon Streets, Boston 


Arlington, Boylston, and 
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Best place to buy 
a bridal gown 


For 25 years, brides have turned to Yolan- 
da’s for the dresses of their dreams. With 
a big selection and years of experience, 
Yolanda’s staff can help pick out a dress 
that won’t make your hips look mammoth 
or your complexion green. You’re not lim- 
ited to what’s on display; they know that 
weddings are not one-size-fits-all affairs, 
and they'd be glad to order something spe- 
cial or track down that hard-to-find size. 
Daughters of former customers now come 
in expecting the same treatment and 
getting it. Styles may change, but satisfac 
tion is timeless. 

For some brides, it’s style above all else. 
For Boston women, apparently, it’s 
bargain. Outpacing its more elegant coun- 
terparts on Newbury Street, Filene’s 
Basement emerged as the bridal shop 
with allure for our south-of-the-Charles 
readers. Is it the chance of bringing home 


a designer gown for $100? Or is it the pri- 
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mal frenzy of literally running into battle to 
get what you want? Either way, the quar- 
terly event always makes the local news, 
and the women who emerge victorious 
seem larger than life; Power Brides, if you 
will. For them, the dress, perhaps like the 
relationship itself, is worth fighting for. 

Yolanda’s, 355 Waverly Oaks Road, 
Waltham, (781) 899-6470; Filene’s 
Basement, 426 Washington Street, Boston, 
(617) 542-2011. 


Best place to rent 
a tuxedo 


You want to look like a million dollars but 
can’t spend even a hundred. What are you 
supposed to do about the prom when you 
make $5.50 an hour? Keezer’s has just 
what you need: sharp tuxes for prices so 
low, even a burger-flipper can suit up. If 
you can cough up $40 for a whole outfit 

- yes, cummerbund included — and $5 
If you’re really 
feeling loaded, buy the monkey suit of 


for shoes, you’re all set. 
your dreams for under $150. These aren’t 
flashy disco duds but tasteful threads that 
will help you look like a real tycoon, and 
not the clock-puncher you are. 

It’s not a cult or a plot to take over the 
world, but you may have noticed that 
there’s a Mr. Tux on every corner. Not 
surprisingly, they rent more tuxes in New 
England than anyone else. Being number 
one means they have a big selection — 
size, color, you name it. Want a tiger- 
striped cummerbund? A mint-green tux 
shirt? Powder-blue tails? They'll do what 
they can to see that you’re well suited for a 
jungle-theme bar mitzvah or a wedding in 
a cornfield. They'll measure you and make 
sure you can stand what you’re wearing 
if you look good, they look good. 

Keezer’s, 140 River Street, Cambridge, 
(617) 547-2455; Mr. Tux, 357 Boylston 
Street, Brookline, (617) 232-7997; 8 Milk 
Hit Boston, (617) 542-4600, 

70 Parson Street, Brighton, (617) 

782-445 95; and 593 McGrath Highway, 
Somerville, (617) 623-3335. 


Best break-up 
restaurant 


Even in P.C. Cambridge, McDonald’s is 
the great leveler. Kids, families, old people, 
skate punks, truck drivers, businessmen 
with ties over their shoulder we all end 
up in a Micky D’s at some point, whether 
we want to or not. One might argue that 
it’s the most democratic restaurant in 
America and also the most alienating. 
Which is why it’s perfect for messy break- 
ups. What with the tables and chairs rivet- 
ed to the floor, there’s nothing to throw 
that you’d get sued for by either your ex or 
the restaurant (though we do think the 
shakes would stain if hurled properly). The 
price is definitely right, and it’s unlikely 
that anyone will bat an eye when you start 
spewing expletives this is fast food, 
after all — though if you play your part 
right, you might get a few cheers. Insist on 
driving and you can leave the poor slob 
crying in his McLobster Roll. 

We wouldn’t recommend standing in 
line for the food or the beer at the Pour 
House, but if you've already 
booth in this Boylston Street juke joint and 


staked out a 
you've got something to say, you might as 
well go ahead and say it. It’s dark enough 
that no one will stare at you for crying, 
loud enough that no one will stare at you 
for screaming, and crowded enough that 
you might be able to snag someone new on 
your way out. 

McDonald’s, all over the place, but for 
break-ups, the farther away, the better; Pour 
House, 907—909 Boylston Street, Boston, 


(617) 236-1767. 









LIKE A FINE FEDORA 
IT’S A CLASSIC 


Boston Billiard Club 
126 Brookline Avenue Boston, MA 
(617) 536- POOL / www.bostonbilliardclub.com 


10¢ Wings on Sunday Afternoons. Best Buffalo Wings in Town. 
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Outtakes 


BY FOR GHOUOM cs ssiessscsseseascevssess 4 


Editors’ 
choices 


Best indie-roots café 


in an Office park...............00 5 
Best place to be mistaken 

FOE TO BIE Gin evcvtedericcnessc 5 
Best one-stop alterna-scene ...... 5 


Best gourmet food/live music 


COMMMAION sieeve sivssecunecceteste< 5 


Best place to stumble 


CED RTE Sesvac divessissebssanatcn coe 6 


Best place to go if you’re 


feeling horny ...............::0008 6 


Best neighborhood bar 


without a neighborhood ....... 6 


Best club to see the 


disproportionately dressed....6 





AMAZON SLAM is a starting 
point for many local female poets. 


e 1/2 lime 





¢ 7 oz. club soda 





e Angostura bitters 


¢ 2 tablespoons simple syrup 
(or 4 teaspoons of sugar) 


¢ 1 1/2 oz. BACARDI Light Rum 
mint springs for garnish 


Best ambivalent dress code........ 6 
Best local institution.................. 9 
Best urban juke joint................. 9 
Best place for a traitorous 
out-of-town sports fix ........ 10 
Best smoke-free Irish pub ....... 10 


Best meathead-free place 

to watch sports and 

COE CONN creek ssvescauscriterseayss 10 
Best replacement for the Rat...12 
Best combination pool hall 

and car-repair garage......... 12 
Best place to hear 

Sinéad O’Connor 


sing “Danny Boy” .............. 12 
Best time-warp arcade 
CRNTICS 5 ssnscsedescvtsceviesinss 13 


Best place to mix 

highballs and hardball......... 13 
Best place to learn 

the art of candlepin ............ 13 


Best playground for adults ...... 15 
Best place to hear poets 


read other poets’ work ....... 15 
Best place to hear the 

roar of an Amazon............. 15 
Best college DJ............00.0cscc000. 16 
Best movie theater for 

the hopelessly unhip........... 16 


Best place to encounter 
the spirit of 


Humphrey Bogart .............. 16 
Grandest old-time hall 

of entertainment................. 18 
Best movie treats..............cs0sec0 18 
Best place to doze off 

REINO Wtivassscssesaresecensoscess 18 
Best femaining monument 

to the Jordan name............. 18 
Best theatrical reinvention ....... 20 
Best long-running local 

ee TS Re ee oe eee 20 
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Best place to stage 


Lohengrin outdoors............25 
Best place to debate 

aesthetics with a junkie ...... As: 
Best place to ponder 

RECUR ce iesisessssesevesecevenasi 26 
Most intriguing 

lunchtime getaway...........++. 26 
Best museum run by 

B BECTEE SOCIETY <..00<cecccseseves 28 
BOS POD=UD ALE o.c5sccsiscsncsateveves 28 


Best-kept visual-arts secret...... 29 
Best Luddite painting 

of a Boston scene.............+. 29 
Best redundant use of public 

funds for inspirational 

GUNGRIOE. BEG sess icticascieressezseas 30 
Best outdoor mural...............+++ 30 
Best local literary ornament.....31 
Best avant-garde newspaper 


entertainMent ............ccesseses 31 
Readers’ 
choices 
COG MEN OUEND sissies csciisivedcvnesetees 33 
Best underappreciated 

PSUR cas dcaiccccascscavsstaceoees 335 
Best theater company.............. 33 
Best dance company ............0+. 33 
Best movie house ...............++++ 34 
Best concession stand ............. 34 
Best Video Store. .........ccccscccsees 34 
Beat CHID LOP TOCK s.cesccscisscccesess 34 
Best club for hip-hop .............. 36 
Best club for techno................ 36 
OBE TREE GNID des tecisscesvspicssseess 36 
Best acoustic venue................. 36 
Best spoken word night........... 36 
Best: comedy club .................... 36 
eS: a P 38 


ALL PHOTOS BY ERIC ANTONIOU UNLESS OTHEWISE 


FREAK OUT: big shoes and short skirts await you at M-80. 





SPECIFIED 












OSU ON iedesedetiseevicsdvcvececessecsorss 38 
BROGU MAEVE TORY. 6) sicvsxivastscesavetveuins 38 
POSE APIA DUD. 53ssccsscsssiccsscsencs 39 
BRON Y TIE. cis casstotccivevedsaisverbes 39 
BBE PY THANG Sicvsacescovesescsvesvess 40 
Best lesbian night.................... 40 





Enjoy one at 


all of Boston’s 
Best Bars! 


Place mint leaves and lime in a collins glass. Crush well. Add 2 Angostura bitters. Cover lime with syrup or sugar. Fill glass with ice. 
Add BACARDI Rum and club soda. Stir well. Garnish with springs of mint. 


Best dance club night.............. 40 
Best retro night .........0.c.sssccceeee 41 
Best jukeboxesseicerrti.i sis... 41 
Best happy hour...................06 41 
Best after-hours spot............... 42 
Best place for pool .................. 42 
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GEESE IN THE BOG: good food, good beer, and good music can always be found at smoke-free O’Leary’s. 








Outtake 


By Jon Garelick 


E BOUGHT OUR tickets 
early, before a line started. 


Coming up the stairs of the 

Jazz Workshop on Boylston 
Street, we saw Charles Mingus coming 
down — huge, dressed in black, gingerly 
negotiating the narrow passage. “Hi, 
Charlie,” one of my friends said. Mingus 
turned around to look up we had 
already passed him on the stairs 
s happening,” he mumbled cordially. 

The show was sparsely attended; we 

had good tables in the center of the base- 
ment club. At a few minutes after the 
appointed hour, Mingus took to the 
bandstand with his pianist, Don Pullen, 
and tenor saxophonist George Adams. He 
introduced them and said, “The other two 
members of the band are late,” then he 
paused half a beat and added, “Fuck 
“em.” The legendary bassist played. When 
baritone saxophonist Hamiet Bluiett and 


“Hey, 


drummer Dannie Richmond returned, 
Mingus announced, “The other two fuck 
ems are here now.” Richmond, drink in 
hand, grumbled good-naturedly and took 
his place behind the drum kit. 

What was the music like? I have no 
idea. It’s not simply that I can’t remember 
it now (the show must have taken place in 
the mid-’70s, and Mingus died in 1979 of 
Lou Gehrig’s disease); it’s that I did not 
know then what I was listening to. Jazz 
was new to me, strange, exciting, its 
vocabulary unknown. Pullen’s fingers 
dashed across the keyboard in speedy, 
incomprehensible patterns, Bluiett worked 
his solos up to the high, screeching end of 
his horn. Before the second set, my friends 
left. I sat alone in a nearly empty club, 
right in front of the great bassist. There 
was no raised stage. When I stretched my 
feet out under the tiny cocktail table, I was 
vaguely aware of invading Mingus’s space. 


He took an extended solo. The greatest 
jazz bassist of our time, playing for me. 
When Mingus finished his solo, Richmond, 
sitting behind the drums, nodded “yeah” 
and applauded. Richmond had been with 
Mingus since 1957; Mingus used to call 
him “the other half of my heartbeat.” The 
solo must have been great for Richmond to 
applaud like that. I had no idea. 

There’s been one constant in my rela- 
tionship to the Boston arts scene: the 
opportunity to absorb, firsthand and at 
close range, art that I did not yet under- 
stand. I sniffed things out, followed leads. 
A friend of mine was deeply into the 
blues. He took me to Joe’s Place in Cam- 
bridge to hear Howlin’ Wolf, who was in 
his 60s by then, beset by illness. He was 
introduced with great fanfare by Wolf 
Gang saxophonist Eddie Shaw. As the 
band blared, Shaw shouted over and over 
again: “The Howlin’ Wolf, ladies and 
gentlemen! The Howlin’ Wolf!” 

Wolf emerged slowly from the back- 
stage area of the little club. He was a big 
man. He wore horn-rimmed glasses, a 
simple collared shirt and trousers. As the 
crowd stood and clapped, he moved to 
the front of the stage and sat down on a 
folding chair. I had been to rock shows. 
I’d never seen a bandleader sit down. He 
sang in what I thought was a powerfully 
ugly, incomprehensible rasp. | knew by 


his reputation that he was a great man. 
The crowd was ecstatic. Atop a refrigera- 
tor behind the bar sat Charlie Mussel- 
white, the white Chicago harmonica play- 
er, drinking, smiling, laughing. | waited 
for those moments when Howlin’ Wolf 
would play harmonica, the only portion of 
his music that was accessible to me. 

When I was a sophomore in college, | 
sat in my friend Henry’s roach-infested 
Comm Ave apartment and listened to 
John Lee Hooker’s Live at the Café Au 
Go-Go with Otis Spann on piano and 
Muddy Waters on guitar. Hooker sang 
“I’m Bad Like Jesse James” and “One 
Bourbon, One Scotch, and One Beer.” In 
a while we would cross the street to the El 
Phoenix Tap Room and drink draft beers 
for a quarter. The Rolling Stones were 
playing Bobby and Shirley Womack’s “It’s 
All Over Now.” Henry leaned forward in 
his chair, cigarette cupped in his hand. 
He said, “Listen to that rhythm section, 
man.” 

Sometimes live music revealed the pre- 
viously unknown to me. When I heard the 
jazz trio the Fringe play at Michael’s Pub 
on Gainsborough Street, the avant-garde 
suddenly made sense — the push and 
drive of bassist Richard Appleman’s beat 
against drummer Bob Gullotti’s machine- 
gun eighth notes on the ride cymbal, the 
cross-rhythm accents on his snare and 








kick drum, music pouring out of George 
Garzone’s tenor saxophone in a torrent. I 
knew then that jazz was not mellow. “The 
avant-garde lives,” Garzone announced 
after one set. More than 25 years later, 
they’re still doing it at the Lizard Lounge, 
where John Lockwood now plays bass. 

I saw Yuki Gipe of Bullet LaVolta strip 
off one layer of costume after another at 
the band’s CD-release party for Swan 
Dive in November 1991, at one point get- 
ting down to what looked like a female 
cheerleader’s skivvy. It was then that I 
understood the transformative power not 
only of cross-gender styles and costumery 
but of the shape-shifting trickster who 
can become many things and yet embody 
something beyond names. As Gipe tore 
about, I learned too how a rock singer 
can command the stage like a psychologi- 
cal space. 

I saw the painter Rob Moore lead his 
Mass College of Art class through an 
Ellsworth Kelly exhibit at the Museum of 
Fine Arts and whisper sotto voce, “You 
see why he’s obsessed with flatness?” 

I went to see Sun Ra and his band 
play several shows of a weeklong engage- 
ment at the Modern Theatre on Washing- 
ton Street, and later that week I sat 
behind Ra and a band member at the 
opening night of the movie Superman at 
the Sack 57 Ginema in Park Square. - ; 


I bought standing room at the ART to 
watch Mark Linn-Baker and John Bot- 
toms play Vladimir and Estragon. I saw 
Peter Sellers’s production of The Mar- 
riage of Figaro at the Colonial Theatre, 
where the modified proscenium itself, a 
blindingly white rectangle, seemed as 
important as every detail within it, the 
action on-stage part of some diorama, 
within which the exquisite singing of 
Mozart’s music was all the more rarefied. 
I saw New York’s experimental, radical 
Wooster Group perform a piece they 
called LSD: Just the High Points at Sell- 
ers’s old Boston Shakespeare Company 
digs on St. Botolph Street, during which 
the actors “testified” at long witness 
tables about the McCarthy hearings, the 
60s, Watergate, and the adventures of 
Timothy Leary and Allen Ginsberg, and 
performed portions of Arthur Miller’s The 
Crucible in blackface. At one point, they 
conjured an acid trip through the simple 
use of lighting, stage space, and audio 
delay. At another, a few of the actors 
picked up instruments and performed the 
Velvet Underground’s “There She Goes 
Again.” The production stayed with me 
for days — and is with me still, although 
I have yet to name what it wasI saw. @& 


Jon Garelick can be reached at 
jgarelick@phxcom.: 
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Best indie-roots cafe 
in an office park 


Something strange happens when you get 
off the Red Line at Kendall Square/ MIT. 
The city disappears. You quickly lose sight 
of the Charles, you can’t find the Citgo 
sign, you find yourself surrounded by mit 
rored office buildings surrounded by 
chemically treated lawns surrounded by 
alternately deserted and dangerous super- 
highways surrounded by a vast nothing- 
ness . . . which is why it is so important 
that, before you scream or take out your 
laser gun, you get yourself into the safe 
confines of the Kendall Café. That such 
a funky and friendly place can survive 
nay, thrive 
tament to, well, the funkiness and friendli- 
ness of this place. We’re talking a wall 


on such hostile soil is a tes 


covered with signed CD covers of many of 
the indie pop-rock folks, both local and 
touring outfits, who have played here. 
Booths. Music seven nights a week. 
Friendly service, Anchor Steam on tap, 
and terrific food such as sweet-potato 
fries; black beans, rice, and kale; and the 
signature hyder special, a spicy Indian 
sauté slathered over chicken and vegeta 
bles. So after you see that Miramax flick 
at the Kendall Square Cinema and before 
you panic, close your eyes, click your 
heels together, and say to yourself, 
“There’s no place like the Kendall 
Café, there’s no place like the Kendall 
ale: ccs 

Kendall Café, 233 Cardinal Medeiros 
Way, Cambridge. (617) 661-0993 


Best place 
to he mistaken 
for a rock star 


Time was when you could tell a band from 
the audience by the size of their hair and 
the thickness of their makeup — and 
that’s the men. Bowie in his Ziggy Star- 
dust days, John Taylor of Duran Duran, 
Flock of Seagulls, Devo, Boy George, and 
that greatest of drag queens, Courtney 
Love. Well, Kiss that good-bye. In the 
low-fi world of indie rock, dramatic fash- 
ion statements have gone the way of the 
drum machine and the three-necked elec- 
tric guitar, and nowhere is this more obvi- 
ous than at the Middle East, where the 
folks with greasy-but-not-too-greasy hair, 
belly-button rings, horn-rimmed glasses, 
and Spacemen 3 T-shirts hang out and 
play in Central Square. Hang out and 
play: meaning the same people who were 
on-stage last night could be in the audi- 
ence tonight and you’d be hard-pressed to 
pick them out. And even if you did, the 
cooler-than-thou attitude here would 
highly discourage you from acknowledg- 
ing them. (So would the press of bodies: 
once you said something, you couldn’t 
escape from the embarrassing awkward 
silence that followed.) So when Will Old- 
ham plays downstairs, Juliana Hatfield can 
stand around in the audience with the rest 
of us and listen. And when Elliott Smith 
plays, Alex Chilton can do the same. And 
countless other famous locals and visitors 
can enjoy a little bit of anonymity (or at 
least restraint). But what about the rest of 
us? What do we: get out of this bargain? 


| 
ODVIOUS 


‘Aren't 


Was acCCOSsi 


the Middle East scene 


* she asked Well, he 


did the right thing and said no, but it’s fun 


you | Ou Bark W * 
to think that at a place like that he coulda 
be en 

Middle East, 472 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge. (617) 492-9181 
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Best one-stop 
alterna-scene 


Yes, the Middle East is a three-ring circus 
of bands, but the Lizard Lounge (in the 
basement of the Cambridge Common 
restaurant) has become renowned not only 
for its band bookings, but for unique 
weekly features. Sunday nights, Jeff 
Robinson — saxophonist, poet, play- 
wright, and actor (Live Bird) leads a 
poetry jam, which, unlike a lot of stuff that 
claims the name, features real poetry and 
real jazz. Boston’s longest-running avant 
garde jazz trio the Fringe hold down the 
fort and make jaws drop 
Monday night. Bassist Mike Rivard makes 


every 


occasional forays into the Lizard with his 
Club d’EIf, a mix of jazz and illbient D] 
culture. But the Lizard’s signature act is 
quickly becoming Wednesday’s “Marlene 
Loses It at the Lizard,” also called 
“Scheissehausen” (shithouse cabaret). 
Masterminded by veteran Boston singer- 
songwriter-bandleader Rick Berlin, Mar- 
lene nights are a potpourri of music, per- 
formance art, indie film, and Pamela 
Tapia, who never breaks character as 
MC Marlene 

Lizard Lounge, 1667 Mass Ave (below 
the Cambridge Common restaurant), 
Cambridge. (617) 547-0759 


eeeeceeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeees 


Best gourmet 
food/live music 
combination 


Imagine this: you walk into a neighbor- 
hood bar where two TVs are squawking 
the latest developments in a heated base- 
ball game, find an empty barstool among 
the wall of patrons hunched over their 
beers or engaged in lively, boisterous con- 
versation, and order dinner. Instead of 
bland shepherd’s pie or overcooked roast 
beef smothered in tepid brown gravy, you 
are brought, for starters, a plate of conch 
meat simmered in coconut milk, sugar- 
cane juice, Scotch bonnet peppers, lime, 
thyme, and 151 rum, all served with fried 
cassava. This is followed by a salad of 
upland cress, red oak, and arugula in a 
citrus dressing, which you share with a 
friend who’s just popped in to meet some 
people for a drink. Finally, the entrée 
arrives: peppered and pan-roasted ostrich 
loin coated in a sauce of plum, raspberry, 
peppercorn, port, sage, and roasted garlic. 
Or maybe it’s a vegetarian fantasy: pump- 
kin, spinach, and roasted red-pepper ravi- 
oli are set before you, along with the 
Guinness you ordered a few minutes (not 


Continued on pqge'6 
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a few seconds) before. After finishing, you 
walk into the upstairs dining room, sit 
down if there’s room in the packed space, 
and watch as Elliott Smith croons his 
intense ditties to a crowd of fans and 
notable Boston indie rockers. 

Sound too good to be true? It isn’t. At 
the Green Street Griil in Cambridge, the 
magical concoctions of head chef John 
Levins, who brings together elements of 
French, Caribbean, and American cuisine in 
an impossibly exotic blend, provides one- 
half of the fun; Lilli Dennison’s astute man- 
agement of the live-music component deliv- 
ers the rest. Every night of the week fea- 
tures a different variety of entertainment, 
but the half-price menu and rock extrava- 
ganzas on Monday nights have made this 
the place to be for Boston’s music scen- 
esters. Billy Ruane, that indefatigable music 
impresario, brings his Helldorado — Music 
on the Margins of Rock (improv jazz, 
avant-rock) acts to the bar on Sundays, 
which are always head-spinning events. 
Other nights feature comedy, magic, and 
Latin music 
stocked bar, gourmet food, cutting-edge 
what else 


A casual atmosphere, a well- 


music, and a very hip crowd 
do you need? 

Green Street Grill (Charlie’s Tap), 
280 Green Street, Cambridge. (617) 
876-1655. 


Best place to stumble 
on a trend 


Ushered in by the Gap’s swinging khakis 
and the wailing success of bands like the 
Cherry Poppin’ Daddies and the Squirrel 
Nut Zippers, the swing revival has recently 
found a home on the weekly rosters of 
many local bars and clubs. Long before 
MTV ever “jumped and jived” with the 
Brian Setzer Orchestra, however, Johnny 
D’s Uptown Restaurant and Music 
Club in Somerville Lindy-hopped to the 
swing thing. Back in March 1994, the 
restaurant and live-music club began alter- 
nating swing dancing with Cajun music on 
Sunday nights. As attendance at the 
biweekly swing offering grew, the venue 
granted the big-band era its own Monday- 
evening time slot, hosted by local swingers 
Mickey Bones and Jump Crew. 

Jack Lynch, one of two Monday-night 
dance instructors, remembers when the 
revival first sauntered into Johnny D’s. 
“When the Gap ad came out, that’s when 
things really took off,” he says. “There were 
some nights that we had over 200 people.” 
Impressive for a Monday night and a 300- 
capacity room. With its emphasis on eclec- 
tic genres like country, Latin, jazz, and 
blues, Johnny D’s booking hasn’t been led 
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C is served up nightly at Johnny D’s in Somerville. 
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by musical whims or fleeting trends; some- 
how it has managed to be hip without really 
trying. So when the cool kids forget all 
about fedoras and zoot suits, swingers at 
Johnny D’s will still be ripping up the dance 
floor. 

Johnny D’s Uptown Restaurant and 
Music Club, 17 Holland Street, Somerville. 
(617) 776-2004. Lessons start at 8 p.m. on 
Mondays. 
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Best place to go if 
you're feeling horny 


Not that kind of horny. Horny like tenor 
sax, alto sax, clarinet, trumpet — all of 
which would be quite at home at Wally’s 
Café, a Boston institution. Joseph Walcott 
(a/k/a Wally) opened the first incarnation 
of this little jazz club across the street in 
1947, when the big-band era was at its 
height and the corner of Mass Ave and 
Columbus marked the hub of Boston’s 
scene. The name was a little grander — 
Wally’s Paradise — and the digs were a lit- 
tle more spacious, but the formula was the 
same: to bring the city’s aspiring jazz musi- 
cians (especially students) together with 
seasoned local acts. That turned out to be a 
winning brew for Walcott, who was also the 





PAUL DRAKE 


vf 
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first African-American to own a jazz club in 
all of New England. Walcott moved his 
place to the present, smaller location in 
1979 (look for the Bud sign and the per- 
manent scaffolding), and he died this past 
March at the age of 101. But Wally’s con- 
tinues to serve up searing live jazz 365 
nights a week (Christmas Eve, anyone?) in 
one of the few places in Boston where you 
can find college students and septuagenari- 
ans, hipsters and Roxbury locals downing 
malt liquor side by side. Thursdays show- 
case Latin jazz; Fridays and Saturdays give 
tyros and old-timers alike a chance to try 
their chops with the band. The music starts 
around 9 p.m., but try to get there early to 
snag one of the few tables or bar stools, 
and go soon — rumor has it that an expan- 
sion is in the works. 

Wally’s Café, 427 Mass Ave, Boston. 
(617) 424-1408. 
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Best neighborhood 
bar without 
a neighborhood 


Any place calling itself the Good Life must 
have a pretty good idea of what that’s sup- 
posed to mean. The name suggests a 
relaxed way of looking at the world, and 
that’s exactly what the Good Life delivers: 
think leisure, as in leisure wear, lounge 
music, and martinis. A seemingly incongru- 
ous feature in the downtown area, which 
seems too desolate and grungy at night to 
support this kind of neighborhood watering 
hole, this restaurant/lounge fancies itself a 
time-travel machine whose business is to 
pluck people out of their mundane exis- 
tences and set them down in a luxurious 
universe of postwar-era cool. With a revolv- 
ing clientele that operates in shifts 

morning regulars, afternoon and early- 
evening business types, and late-night jazz 
heads sporting cropped hairdos, horn- 
rimmed glasses, and a good sense of 
rhythm — this cozy little eatery underwent 
a facelift one and a half years ago, back 
when it was still called P.J. Barsanti’s, and 
has breathed life into Downtown Crossing 
ever since. The new red-leather walls, old 
black-and-white photos of famous croon- 
ers, and oak booths upstairs give the place 
a lost-in-time feel that distinguishes it from 
other bars in the area. On the menu is a 
selection of decent bar food.like brick-oven 





pizza, Buffalo wings, and steak, but also 
vegetarian specialties such as grilled veggies 
in potato-garlic sauce. In the downstairs 
lounge, which is burgundy-toned, sultry, 
and dimly lit by tabletop candles, the well- 
stocked bar gleams like a crystal palace in 
front of the stage area, where jazz musi- 
cians. stretch out.nightly. Looking over the 
crowd standing near the bar, you can 
almost see Frank, Dino, and Sammy toast- 
ing Ava Gardner with a song. 

The Good Life, 28 Kingston Street, 
Boston. (617) 451-2622. 


Best club to see the 
disproportionately 
iiressed 


Comm Ave is a magnet for those who love 
to sport the biggest shoes and the shortest 
skirts. Every weekend it’s a double-kissing 
affair as the crowd gathers at M-80 to 
experience the Latino house, Euro-techno, 
and salsa that send even moderately sane 
crowds running. If you can see past the 
rented limousines and Audis that congest 
Comm Ave at 11 p.m., you will start asking 
yourself if Dolce & Gabbana, American 
Express, and OPEC jointly sponsor this 
event. It’s not uncommon for the black- 
clad bouncers to pull a few barely dressed 
waifs out of the crowd and into the club 
(after, of course, checking their [Ds). But 
those waiting outside in the teeming cloud 
of Issey Miyake and Armani Aqua Gio are 
not disillusioned. They are too cold to be 
thinking anything. 

M-80, 969 Comm Ave, Boston. (617) 
562-8800. 


Best ambivalent 
iress cote 


Posted by the entranceway, the Wonder 
Bar’s dress code shakes its finger at “sports 
caps, sneakers, ripped jeans, athletic attire” 
and dictates that “shirts must be tucked and 
buttoned.” Occasionally, the code does 
assert itself by barring admittance to sneak- 
ered patrons, but other times (actually, most 


Cantinued on.page 9 
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Shaw and Lotte Lenya as the villians. — = Bilme bean 
Considered one of the best Bond films, it also contains one | ‘9 


of the longest and most exciting fight scenes ever staged. | = an : . 
As a subscriber you may purchase tickets to the 


Friday, January 15, 1999 showing of 


GOLDFINGER (1964) Koyaanisqatsi (1983), Godfrey Reggio’s 

The third Sond adventure featuring Honor Blackman, Tania spellbinding, senses-staggering non-narrative 

Mallett and Shirley Eaton as the Bond Girls. Gert Frobe is film performed by Philip Glass and 
the nefarious Auric Goldfinger along with Harold Sakata as ays one 

a = oi ae The Philip Glass Ensemble. 

his smiling henchman, Oddjob. The hit theme song is F Sa ~*~ Presented by 

performed by the inimitable Shirley Bassey. f See The Wang Genter endl’ World shade 

Receive a 20% discount when you order 

Hosted by ~ _ ee _ 4 your Wang Center Classic Film Subscription! 

watttifne Single Discounted Ticket Prices: 

WCVB-TV CHANNEL 5’s =“ $31 & $21 

FRANK AVRUCH Regular Single Ticket Prices: 

$37 & $25 

tl 


HE’S ARMED, DANGEROUS AND WANTED 
ON NEW ENGLAND’S LARGEST MOVIE SCREEN 


THE WANG THEATRE 
_ JANUARY 16 & 17, 1999 


Films and dates subject to change. Tickets on public sale Monday, November 30. 


Tele-charge’ 
(800) 447-7400 


TTY 1-888-889-8587 
The Wang Theatre TTY 617-482-5757 
For more information call The Wang Center 617-482-9393 
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EDITORS’ CHOICES from page 6 


of the time) it is, well, too shy to mumble a 
word to slick-haired BU undergrads. 

It’s no wonder the Wonder Bar’s dress 
code is so indecisive. Not only is the phrase 
bistro on Harvard Avenue a paradox, but 
both of the Wonder Bar’s forebears, Local 
186 and Bunratty’s, were so grimy that no 
barfly would want to enter wearing leather 
shoes. Never mind the obvious contrast 
between the Wonder Bar and its neighbors: 
flickering candles, fresh-cut flowers, and 
nightly jazz trios squished near a J. Silver 
and an “express” McDonald’s? The Wonder 
Bar’s clientele exudes sleekness, the music 
notes ring jazzy, and the ambiance scorches 
chic. Sleek, jazzy, and chic in a bar usually 
breeds unbearable pretentiousness. But, 
helped by the dress code’s identity crisis, the 
Wonder Bar still emits subtle charm. 

Wonder Bar, 186 Harvard Avenue, 
Allston. (617) 351-COOL. 


Best local institution 


As the decades pass, few things remain 
constant, and those that do become institu- 
tions. In gay nightlife these days, clubs 
rarely last long enough to ascend into local 
legend — five years is enough for institu- 
tionhood. With the recent closings of 
Napoleon’s and Playland — the genteel yin 
and gaudy yang of the local gay scene — 
Chaps has become the elder statesman. It 
has done so without settling into stuffy old 
age or relying on history alone to get by. 
Instead, aware that pounding music and 
swirling lights are the secret to its longevity, 
Chaps very much embraces the present. 
After its first year in a new location, 


Arts & Entertainment 


Chaps is still a thriving spot and a happy 
anomaly: few gay clubs in town are both 
open seven days a week and gay every 
night. But the only way to meet the diverse 
needs of its many loyalists is for Chaps to 
have a full slate of nights with distinct per- 
sonalities: Sunday is a tea dance; Monday 
is piano-bar night; Tuesday is oldies; 
Wednesday is Noche Latina; Thursday is 
for “men of color”; and the weekend offers 
up-to-the-minute beats (with evenings 
called “Freak” and “Sweat”). In addition to 
sheer variety, Chaps also offers lower atti- 
tude than some of its younger competitors. 
Shirtless go-go boys are no more or less 
welcome than the men of Girth & Mirth 
it’s about dancing, not beauty. The beat 
may change from year to year, but it seems 
likely that as long as there are dancers, 
there will be Chaps. 

Chaps, 100 Warrenton Street, Boston. 
(617) 695-9500. 


Best urban juke joint 


Barbecue, after-shave, and beer hang in the 
air like old pals. The band’s jammin’ on 
Motown and the blues. Kenny, who’s been 
coming here for 25 years, has his usual 
stool by the door — grinning, bobbing his 
head, and talking about how much he likes 
spending nights at the Cantab Lounge. 
This laid-back Cambridge joint is the closest 
thing we've got to a little edge-of-Harlem 
watering hole — that rare place hereabouts 
where people of all colors come together as 
one nation under a groove. And they stay. 
R&B singer Little Joe Cook arrived about 
20 years ago. He still leads the free blues 


Continued on page 10 


THEY'RE LIGHT. THEY’RE COMFORTABLE. 
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THEY'RE LIGHT AND COMFORTABLE. 
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BOARD AND SKATE 


always looking for alternatives 
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itute of Contemporary Art 
ston Street, Boston, MA 02115 T 617.266.5152 
-Su. Noon-5PM (Th. 5-9PM). Admission $5.25; stu- 


dents w/ ID $3.25; over 65 & ages 5-16 $2.25; free to all Th. 
5-9PM: Free Thursday Nights sponsored by Aerosmith 


The Inst 
955 Boyi 
Hours: 





CAROLRAMA (Oct. 21, 1998 - Jan. 3, 1999) 
The Sunday New York Times National/International Arts 
Guide listed the retrospective exhibit as one of the top 8 art 
events in the world to check out. An in-depth documentary 
by ICA’s Branka Bogdanov accompanies the exhibition. 
Fatto in Italia: New Italian Short Films and Video will be 
screened at the ICA from Nov. 5 - 19, 1998. 





Davis Square * Somerville 
(617) 776-2004 
Across from the Redline 
T Stop at Davis 


Now ¢ Swing Dancing 
Sunday & Monday Nights 


http://www.johnnyds.com 





VIRGINIA GIORDANO PROUDLY PRESENTS 


Sweet Honey 
IN THE FROCK 


Friday, Nov. 20 
at 8pm 
SYMPHONY HALL 


301 Mass Avenue « Boston 


SYMPHONY CHARGE 


617/266-1200 


& TickETMASTER OUTLETS 
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fast. 


Don't keep your old stuff locked 
up in storage. Sell it fast in the 
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Dinner Tues — Sat 
Sat & Sun Brunch 


New American Cuisine 
Blues, Folk, Roots, Jazz every night 
Nov 5-Peter Mulvey 
Nov 7-New Orleans Klezmer All Stars 
Nov 11-Bulgari 
Nov 12-Alvin Youngblood Hart 
Nov 13-Afroblue 
Nov 14-Big Ass Truck 
Nov 18-Shaver- Billy Joe & Eddy Shaver 

Nov 19-Foxtrot Zulu 
Nov 20-Toni Lynn Washington 
Nov 21-Junior Brown, 
Allison Moorer 
Nov 27-Mango Blue 
Nov 28-Beatlejuice 
Dec 3-Mary Jane Lamond 
Dec 4-Mike Welch 
Dec 5-Sankai 
Dec 29 - Jan 2 
Johnny D's 30th Anniversary Celebration 
New Year's Eve with The Radio Kings 
New Year's Day with Heather Myles 
Plus Much More to come! 


CAMBRIDGE 
492-9653 
441-3455 


SERVING LUNCH EVERYDAY J] 
Weekdays 11:30-2:30/Sat & Sun 12-3, 














SPORTS FANS can catch up with all their favorite teams at the Cask ’N Flagon. 
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jam sessions on Wednesdays and Sundays, 
and plays his own sets most Friday and Sat- 
urday nights. And Jeff Atkins has been the 
day manager for as long as Kenny’s been 
coming in. “This place is Cambridge,” says 
Atkins. “It’s a mixed crowd: young and old 
people, all different nationalities.” And 
there’s something different going on every 
night: Monday is open-mic folk music, and 
Tuesday’s open-mic bluegrass. 

Cantab Lounge, 738 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge. (617) 354-2685. 


Best place for a 
traitorous out-of-town 
sports fix 


The worst form of homesickness is the sep- 
aration from your beloved sports teams. 
The bloodless numbers of the box scores 
aren’t nearly enough to sustain a devoted 
fan hours out of his hometown’s broadcast 
range. Out-of-town teams may pay a few 
visits to the Boston area each season, but 
their fans must then sit in the stands and 
hear the crowd cheer their heroes’ failures, 
or endure a long night of withering scorn 
from Boston announcers. Thanks to the 
miracle of satellite technology, however, an 
obsessive fan can catch every single tip-off, 
kickoff, and first pitch of the season — 
whether their team hails from Buffalo or 
Phoenix. At the Cask ’N Flagon, no fewer 
than a dozen TVs planted in the walls are 
hooked up to satellite dishes that will beam 
in the local broadcast of your home team, 
complete with the soothingly familiar and 
reassuringly partisan voices of the fran- 
chise’s announcers. The Cask ’N Flagon 
itself is not a pretty place — its atmosphere 
of beer-guzzling retardation is to be assidu- 
ously avoided on weekend nights and after 
Red Sox games — but the need to see, for 
instance, the New York Knicks play the 
Golden State Warriors on a windswept 
March night is not a pretty sight either. 

Cask ’N Flagon, 62 Brookline Avenue, 
Boston. (617) 536-4840. 
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Best smoke-free 
irish pub 


Now here’s an unlikely image: a traditional 
seissidn of Irish musicians without ciga- 
rettes dangling from their mouths, dripping 
ash into their pints o’ Guinness as they 
strum, bow, and pipe their frantic way 
through “The Geese in the Bog.” Check 
out O’Leary’s, a charming little pub for 





great beer, great food, and great Irish 
music (live folk acts every Friday and Sat- 
urday, with a traditional Irish seissitin every 
Sunday at 9 p.m.). Like all other restau- 
rants and bars in the town of Brookline, 
this one is smoke-free, courtesy of the 
same town fathers who banned overnight 
parking. Says Vinny Costello, one of the 
mainstay seissitin players: “The idea of a 
smoke-free pub would have been incon- 
ceivable a couple of years ago, but it does 
seem to be working.” 

Stop in for dinner before the seissitin 
and, with your newly invigorated olfactory 
organ unassailed by cigarette smoke, enjoy 
Irish classics like Dublin beef stew made 
with Guinness, smoked salmon on brown 
bread, Gaelic steak (smothered in a sauce 
of mushrooms, whiskey, and cream), or 
fish and chips. The daily specials — such 
as homemade soups, hearty meals like pork 
chops or meat loaf (amazingly good), and 
lighter fare like seafood and pasta — are 
always delicious. 

O’Leary’s, 1010 Beacon Street, 
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Brookline. (617) 734-0049. f 
Best meathead-free | 
place to watch 


sports and eat steak 


From the outside, Harvey’s looks posi- 
tively august. Its crisp white awning, lit 
with spotlights hidden beneath a fashion- 
able tangle of foliage, appears to be ironed. 
Its location, in a turreted brownstone on a 
quiet corner where the Back Bay meets the 
South End, beams class. Its valet, an alien- 
ated twentysomething male, is usually 
brooding over a tattered copy of Will to 
Live. All of which screamed “Get out!” to 
this ragamuffin Rollerblader — until, one 
night during the NBA championships, we 
worked up the nerve to go in. We had to. 
It was five minutes to game time and we 
were in such a frenzy to see the last Utah- 
Chicago game that we would have stood in 
a department store for two hours to watch 
it (if only one had been open, which of 
course one wasn’t, this being Boston). 
Besides ever-friendly Clery’s, the neighbor- 
hood wasn’t producing much in the way of 
TVs and food. The Delux was playing the 
Cartoon Channel, as usual, and Anchovies 
was as packed as a can of you-know- 
whats, so we switched our blades for shoes 
right on the front step and sauntered into 
Harvey’s, heads held high. Beelined 
straight for the bar, ordered a beer and a 
big, juicy hamburger with cross-cut fries, 
and watched the game from beginning to } 
end as the amiable bartender hissed at the 
extraordinary number of bad calls against 










Continued on page 12 





Racine PHAEDRA « Don DeLillo VALPARAISO 
Shakespeare THE MERCHANT OF VENICE 
Ibsen THE MASTER BUILDER 
Robert Coover CHARLIE IN THE HOUSE OF RUE 
Martin McDonagh THE CRIPPLE OF INISHMAAN 
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BOSTON |BALLET’S 


the Nuteracker 


MORE THAN YOU IMAGINE! 
NOVEMBER 27—JANUARY 3 
THE WANG THEATRE, 270 TREMONT ST. 
CALL TELE-CHARGE 1-800-447-7400. 


Tickets also available at The Wane Theatre Box Offic e, 
Group Sales (254): call Boston Ballet at 617-695 
6950. ext. 312. or Show of the Month Group Sales at 
617-350-0000, Special seats in the Artistie Director's 
Row (8125). call 617-695-6955. All: sales: final: No 
refunds. No exchanges. Babes-incarms not-admitted. 
TTY: 1-888-889-8587" & 2 


by 
Scott McPherson 
directed by Fran Weinberg 


original music by Fuzzy 


November 13 - December 12* 
Thursday through Saturday 
all shows at 8 pm 
* No performances Thanksgiving weekend 


@ The Peabody House Theatre 
277 Broadway, Somerville MA 


Tickets - $14, $10 students/seniors (thurs. only) 
For reservations, call 617-625-1300 
For advance sales visit BosTix 
or call Ticketmaster @ 617-931-2000 


‘(This season] is off to one hell of a start” 
-Boston Phoenix 


Don't keep your old stuff 
locked up in storage. 
Sell it fast in the 
Phoenix Classifieds. 

Call 859-3300. 
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Dennis Rodman. No beers were poured over our heads at 
the end. No Blur (“Woo-hoo!”) was played during the 
intermissions. No elbows were thrust in our faces, and no 
overtures were made. We watched the game. We ate. We 
rooted for Utah. And we lost. 

Harvey’s, 99 St. Botolph Street, Boston. (617) 266-3030. 
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Best replacement for the Rat 


When Kenmore Square’s literally underground rock institu- 
tion the Rat closed last year, it left Boston’s garage scen- 
esters without a mecca. But recently, growing numbers of 
the three-chord faithful have been gathering a few blocks 
away at the Linwood Grille in the Fenway to worship at 
the altar of loud, hard, and fast. Sure, the Linwood’s not an 
exact replacement. For one thing, it’s got windows. Plus the 
bartenders are friendly, the toilets are clean, and there’s free 
parking (!) in the rear when the Sox aren’t in town. But it’s 
where veteran garage bands like the Ape Hangers and the 
Outlets have found a new home. Even the Rat’s old sound- 
man, Alan Kraut, is on duty. And if that’s not enough 
grunge cred, the club’s sound system barks likes a rottweil- 
er with throat cancer just like the good ol’ Rat’s 

\ high-five to booker Steev Ricardo, who focused the 
Linwood on garage rock and rockabilly when he took the 
job 14 months ago. “We don’t have as much of a tough- 
guy rock thing going as the Rat did,” he concedes. “This is 
a good place where people treat you nice. It’s a neighbor- 
hood bar. It opens at noon every day. And there’s a regular 
crowd of pool-playing sports fans, so even if a band doesn’t 
draw people in, there’s gonna be 40 people to play to on a 
Wednesday night.” 

Then there’s the Linwood’s trump card: “It’s got cheap 
beer and it’s never more than $5 to get in.” 

Linwood Grille, 69 Kilmarnock Street, Boston. (617) 
267-8644 
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Best combination pool hall 
and car-repair garage 


Sully — officially born as Michael J. Salamone — was in a 
jam a decade ago. The owner of the Allston garage that 
bears his name had added a second floor to the shop his 
late father (also a Sully) opened in the 1930s. He hoped to 
rent the space to other businesses. Then recession hit. 

“A customer was teasing me, said, ‘Why don’t you put a 
pool room up there?’ ” he recalls. “I laughed. Then I 
stepped back and said, “You know, that’s not a bad idea.’ I 
had a dog on my hands, an empty building. I had to do 
something.” 

So the lifelong Brighton resident added some pool tables 
and launched Sully’s Billiards. A plain green door on the 
side of the garage leads up one flight to the pool hall, where 
the menu has about five items (hot dogs among them), 
some of the chairs fold, and the bar is microscopic. The 
number of beers makes deciding easy. 





GET BEHIND the eight ball at Sully’s Billiards while 
someone's under your car at Sully’s Garage. 





Sully has achieved a nice give-and-take between the two 
heads of the Cambridge Street shop. Any garage customer 
who wants to pick up a car after hours can find the key and 
pay the bill in the pool hall — and maybe stay for a rack or 
two. For Sully, in the end, the recession wasn’t so bad. “I 
went in blind,” he jokes now of the family-run shop. “The 
blind driver. | went in on it because someone said it was a 
good idea. Just take a shot. Life is a shot.” 

Sully’s, 445 Cambridge Street, Brighton. (617) 
254-9851. 


Best place to hear Sinead 
O'Connor sing ‘Danny Boy’ 


Well, all right, the song is actually known as “The London- 
derry Air” to you traditional purists. Nevertheless, after 
O’Connor’s recent Boston concert, she showed up at 
McGann’s to sing a version of this heartstring-tugging 
classic that nearly brought the house down. Well-known 
artists of contemporary Irish music are not unknown in this 
classy pub, which is a great venue for seeing your favorite 
performers from the Emerald Isle, whether the old (Christy 
Moore) or the new (the Corrs, who played October 11). 
Employee Patrick Gorey wasn’t there the night Sinéad 
sang, but he says hardly a week goes by when the restau- 
rant/pub doesn’t offer a noted performer. “We've had a lot 





STRIKE out to Cambridge’s Lanes and Games for bowling and mixed drinks. 
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of big names come through here,” he says, “Luka Bloom, 
Sean Shannon, the Donal Lunny Band [with singer Mairead 
ni Dhomnail], and often someone who plays a gig across 
town will show up later that night and just start jamming 
with someone” — as when O’Connor trekked over after 
playing to a huge audience at Harborlights Pavilion. | was at 
the Harborlights show, and it was a damn good show, espe- 
cially when the petite bean sidhe joined the Chieftains for a 
few tunes after her set was over. But I’d have traded it in a 
heartbeat (who wouldn’t?) to have heard any one of them 
perform in a small venue. I can’t help feeling that music of 
this sort is meant to be played in a cozier setting, with more- 
hedonistic accouterments: fine Irish beer, hearty pub fare, 
and a welcoming staff — McGann’s has all this, plus you 
don’t have to worry about someone tall blocking your view 
or about having a seat too near the speakers. 

McGann’s, 197 Portland Street, Boston. (617) 227-4059. 


Best time-warp 
arcatie experience 


Salem Willows was named for the “European white willows 
planted here in 1801 to form a shaded walk for patients con- 
valescing at the old smallpox hospital.” Well, the vaccine put 
an end to that, but the “seaside promenade” persists, with its 
park for picnicking, its picturesque view of Salem harbor, 
even its SunLine Cruises, offering everything from an “atti- 
tude-adjustment cruise” to deep-sea fishing. But the Salem 
Willows Arcade itself is a charming mutant, offering — 
along with noisy video games and Skee Ball (prizes range 
from rubber bugs to a Mister-Coffee) — such old-time 
entertainments as the Musical Monkeys, stuffed primates 
who wail away on brass and percussion for 10 cents, and 
Peppy the Musical Clown, who, for a similar tariff, sings 
“Swanee River” and “Hi Ho the Derry-O” while you press 
buttons to operate his hands and feet. Best of all: the Oscillo 
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Massage (ditto the dime) that relieves sore feet and tired leg 
muscles. Though the 1950s-style photo machines have been 
updated in favor of “Fabulous 50s Café” photos that are 
nonetheless in color, the “rides” are still just 95 cents. And 
the taffy is three pieces for a quarter — which is what it 
costs to park in Boston for 15 minutes. 

Salem Willows Amusement Park, 173 Fort Avenue, Salem. 


(781) 745-0251. 
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Best place to mix 
highballs and hardball 


Six months of the year, Boston’s got a few cold words for 
outdoor sports. Bring in the balls and keep up your arm 
strength with an excursion onto hardwood. Let’s go bowling! 
Strap on those stylin’ shoes and swing for a strike. What’s 
that? Bowling is for league wonks and kiddies, your friends 
say? The full liquor license at Cambridge’s Lanes and 
Games suggests otherwise. So switch off between alley and 
bar, and let ’em set up the pins, then knock ’em down. And 
set up the drinks, then knock ’em back. And set ’em up, and 
knock ’em down. And set ’em up . . . But do everyone a 
favor: either designate a driver or hustle away from the pool 
tables and out to the Fresh Pond T before it stops running 
(around 12:30 a.m.). Nobody likes to end up in the gutter. 

Lanes and Games, 195 Concord Turnpike, Cambridge. 
(617) 876-5533. 


Best place to learn 
the art of candiepin 


If the Coen brothers did nothing else in The Big Lebowski, 
they immortalized the beauty of bowling. Remember that 
great sequence? John Goodman, Jeff Bridges, and the great 
greasy John Turturro in slow-motion splendor, a ballet of 
swinging, sliding, releasing, striking. Now imagine yourself 
in that scene with a tiny candlepin ball — the ball flying out 
of your hands, the ball bouncing on the hardwood floor, the 
ball rollicking into the gutter . . . okay, on second thought, 
don’t imagine; get to Sacco’s Bowl-Haven in Davis 
Square and practice. Once the “dive” — nay, the “ghost” 
— of Sacco’s New England bowling empire, according to 
co-owner Damon Sacco, this bowling alley and pool hall, 
built in 1939, is now the kingpin of the chain (i.e., it’s the 
only one left) and a shining example of bowling’s lasting 
place in retro-Americana. Thanks to Damon and brother 
].P.’s appreciation of “the old New England flavor” of can- 





Continued on page 15 
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The Comedy Studio 









1236 Mass Ave. 
Cambridge, MA 
Above the Hong Kong 
Restaurant 
Boston’s Alternative 
Comedy Club 
Thurs - Sun 8PM 
(617) 661-6507 





















































Give Yourself the Gift 
of Grub 


writing workshovs in 






Tiction 


ereative nonfiction 


tel: 617-623-8100 email: info@grubstreet.com 


THERE'S AN 
EXCITING MAN WHO 
— WANTS TO MEET YOU. 


pr ANK ELEM 


ersuiils 


SEE THE 
IN THE STYLES SECTION 











IKE A ’)/ CHEVY 
IT’S A CLASSIC 





Boston Billiard Club 
126 Brookline Avenue Boston, MA 
(617) 536-POOL 
www.bostonbilliardclub.com 


Now Booking Holiday Parties for Groups of 10-300. 
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SHOOT, SHOOT: /iead up to the Salem Willows Arcade for some old-time amusements 
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dlepin, Sacco’s features old tri-colored 
bowling shoes; a jukebox full of surf, 
lounge, swing, and oldies; eight Brunswick 
Gold Crown pool tables; and scores of 
clippings about bowling and pool tourna- 
ments to read while you're waiting for your 
turn. The only thing Sacco’s doesn’t have 
is beer, and you can’t bring your own: 
“Somerville has some pretty strict rules 
about that,” says Damon. But there is a 
soda machine with ice-cold beverages of 
the caffeinated variety to add to the Happy 
Days aura of good clean fun. If you want a 


beer, walk down the street to the mighty 
Burren — after you practice. 

Sacco’s Bowl-Haven, 45 Day Street, 
Somerville. (617) 776-0552. 


e@eeeeseeeoeecen eee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ee 


Best playground 
for adults 


Maybe it’s just a reflection of the times, but 
Gen X apparently wants its entertainment 
to be clean and on a big scale. Jillian’s 


SUPPLEMENT 1 


delivers on both counts, with more than 
70,000 square feet of games for grownups 
in a city-size space that looks like a high- 
end lounge. This playground for the cock- 
tail set features every kind of amusement 
imaginable, from dozens of high-tech 
games to seemingly endless ranks of 
Brunswick Gold Crown pool tables. Flight 
simulators may not be what you had in 
mind for a night of pool, but Jillian’s is 
banking on the fact that once you’ve had a 
taste of your options, you'll want to go for 
more than the usual corner shot. 

Jillian’s, 145 Ipswich Street, Boston. 
(617) 437-0300. 
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Best place to hear 
poets read other 
poets’ work 


These days poetry readings at which you 
can hear people read, declaim, scream, or 
act out their own poems are a dime a 
dozen. But every now and then on a Mon- 
day evening at the Blacksmith House 
Poetry Series at the Cambridge Center 
for Adult Education, something far more 
unusual happens. Series director and poet 
Gail Mazur invites poets to read the works 
of other poets as at the frightening- 
poetry Halloween readings or Valentine's 
Day readings of love poems. One recent 
evening was devoted to the enigmatic Por- 
tuguese poet Fernando Pessoa. On Novem- 
ber 9, the poet celebrated will be Robert 
Lowell 

Blacksmith House Poetry Sertes 
Cambridge Center for Adult Education, 
42 Brattle Street, Cambridge. (617) 
547-6789 
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Best place to hear 
the roar of an Amazon 


Three minutes is what you get to make 
yourself shine. If you do it right, everyone 
in the room can feel your body pulse as you 
beat out every word and emotion that 
you’ve somehow wrapped into a poem. 


Continued on page 16 





No SCORES. 
NO WEATHER. 


SO MANY “MEDIA” SITES ON THE WEB TRY 
TO BE ALL THINGS FO ALL PEOPLE. 
NOT OURS. 
WE GIVE YOU WHAT YOU RELY ON THE 
PHOENIX FOR: LISTINGS, REVIEWS, AND THE 
KIND. OF INCISIVE, EDGY, “NO BULL” ARTS, 
ENTERTAINMENT, AND CULTURAL REPORTING 
THIS PAPER HAS BEEN ABOUT FOR YEARS. 
-THERE ARE NO SACRED COWS. 


INSTEAD, 


IT’S THE PHOENIX. 
CINEINE EVERY DAY. 


Phecenix 


THE PHOENIX ON THE WORLD WIDE WEB. 
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4 Piercing Artists 
5 Tattoo,Artists 


Sterile Equipment & 
Procedures 


Portraits/Custom Work 


Free Hand 
Fine Line or Bold 


Black & Gray 

Color 

Repairs & Re-coloring 
Cover Ups 

State & Local Licensed 
Board of Health Approved 


CLEAN, COMFORTABLE, SPACIOUS STUDIO 
PRIVATE ROOMS 


Bring this ad in for 20% OFF 
ALL body jewelry or any tattoo (valid through Dec. 31, 1998) 


314 S. Broadway (Rt. 28) Salem, NH 03079 
sl (603) 894-5887 


Masdaruce 


TATTOO & BODY PIERCING 
“Our Name Says It All” 


INCLUDING Award 
Winning Tattoo Artist 
DAN CARROLL 


Entertain 


Faneuil Hall Marketplace rr. eee. test 
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When you’re done, the crowd hollers and 
claps while the judges, picked beforehand 
from the crowd, jot down scores ranging 
from 1 to 10 on torn pieces of notebook 
paper. You wait to hear your score, then 
quickly return to your seat to wait and 
watch as another daring poet takes the 
stage. Welcome to the Amazon Slam, an 
all-women open-mic poetry slam that’s 
been happening in Cambridge the last Sun- 
day of every month since 1996. 

Ren Jender, the promoter behind these 
slams, initially held them at Upstairs at 
Ryles, a defunct converted club space for 
queer women. Since then, Jender’s been 
hopping all over Cambridge like a jumping 
bean trying to find a steady home for the 
Slam. Recently, she returned to Ryles in a 
new club space for women called Some- 
Place Else. The significance is not lost on 
Jender, who notes that the slam is now 
“back at [its] birthplace.” As a result of this 
roots-return, the setting for the slam 
remains virtually identical to that of its 
inception. A small, dark, upstairs room 
provides the space where women congre- 
gate to hear stories that they seldom hear in 
their daily paper or newscast — stories that 
evoke issues of race, class, sexuality, and 
gender, for instance. For many women, it’s 
a starting point to get their feet wet before 
hitting the slam circuit. For others, it allows 
the freedom to release what’s been on their 
mind for too long. Though it may lack the 
cutthroat quality of many slams, it’s still 
one intense and powerful ride. 

Amazon Slam takes place the last 
Sunday of every month at SomePlace Else, 
in Ryles Jazz Club, 212 Hampshire Street, 
Inman Square, Cambridge. Sign-ups at 
7 p.m., Slam at 7:30 p.m. (617) 876-9330. 
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Best college DJ 


With all due respect to the pros who share 
our letterhead, what would Boston be with- 
out college radio? It’s as close as you can 
get to the freeform FM of old. Since the 
fall of 1983, Jon Bernhardt has been 
playing punk rock and all its various off- 
shoots and related indie-isms at MIT’s 
basement station. Bernhardt got a math 
degree at MIT in 1986. (He’s now an actu- 
ary for an insurance company.) His voice is 
quiet, unassuming. Unlike a lot of college 
DJs, he doesn’t blab on long or loudly, and 
he avoids the extended arias of self-referen- 
tial bumbling that are hallmarks of the 
genre. If Bernhardt is one of the first to get 
to something, that doesn’t necessarily mean 
that he picks hits. He probably doesn’t care 
to. Nor is Bernhardt the only one to play 
this stuff (former ’MBR DJ David Greene 
was another college-radio essential). We 
can’t name every band we’ve heard — or 
heard of — first on Bernhardt’s show, just 
a few: Buffalo Tom, Liz Phair, Fuzzy, the 
Bevis'Frond,:Spare Snares German band:  « 





the Notwist, Dog-Faced Hermans, and 
Holland’s the Ex. 

Jon Bernhardt, Breakfast of Champions, 
8 to 10 a.m. every Friday. WMBR 99.1 FM, 
3 Ames Street (at Ames Street and 
Memorial Drive), Cambridge. (617) 
2IS*I177T: 


Best movie 
theater for the 
hopelessly unhip 


What hipster would be caught in the sub- 
urbs on a Friday or Saturday night? Well, 
no hipster, of course, because hip people 
do not hang out in the ’burbs. They defi- 
nitely don’t see movies a month after 
they’ve opened. Enter the Arlington 
Capitol, the perfect movie theater for folks 
who don’t care about being the first person 
to catch the latest cool movie, and who 
don’t feel ashamed about hanging out in 
suburbia (or who happen to be so unhip 
that they actually live in the 781 area code). 

The Capitol charges a mere $4.75 for 
admission, day or night. The popcorn tubs 
are huge and also cheap. The screens are a 
nice size (much better than at many of the 
first-run theaters in Boston), and the seats 
are soft and relaxing. Perhaps best of all, 
the Capitol has an old-fashioned movie- 
theater feel to it—the screens are actually 
up on a stage. And guess what else? 
There’s free parking on the street. 

Most films that survive a month or so 
end up at the Capitol. And that’s when the 
truly unhip go see them. 

Arlington Capitol Theater, 204 Mass 
Ave, Arlington. (781) 648-4340. 


Best place to 
encounter the spirit 
of Humphrey Bogart 


Around these parts, people know that if you 
want to get a dose of Bogie, the place to go 
is the Brattle Theatre, where his face 
seems so at home on the screen, it’s as if he 
lived there all the time. The Brattle has 
been running a film-noir series since long 
before the resurgence of noirish flicks like 
L.A. Confidential, and it’s screened “clas- 
sics” since before they were identified as 
such (check out their “Recent Raves” and 
you'll see what we mean). The theater itself 
is a shadowy, century-old hall with seats 
from the postwar era — perfect for cine- 
matic nostalgia, as well as for butt-numbing 
movie-watching. There’s nothing of the 
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sterile brightness of cinema chains here, 
which is reason enough to visit as often as 
possible. Almost since its inception as a 
full-time theater in the ’50s, the Brattle 
started showing Bogart films, which were 
underappreciated at the time. Back then, 
the Brattle ran a Bogart series every year at 
Harvard exam time, and the films eventual- 
ly became part of campus lore as a recom- 
mended relief from the pressures of round- 
the-clock studying. Forty years later, with 
Bogie’s status as a film legend now firmly 
entrenched in the critical and popular 
imagination, the Brattle keeps bringing him 
back to the screen (most recently in a Bog- 
art-and-Bacall series) — almost, it seems, 
as a talisman of good luck. 

Brattle Theatre, 40 Brattle Street, 
Cambridge. (617) 876-6837. 


Grandest old-time hall 
of entertainment 


Uphams Corner, in Dorchester, is a hor- 
net’s nest of urban activity, and sitting in its 
midst is the Strand Theatre, a neighbor- 
hood mecca for a wide variety of communi- 
ty organizations, events, and arts groups. 
Celebrating its 80th anniversary on Novem- 
ber 11, the 1400-seat neo-Baroque theater 
opened the day World War I ended and 
cost approximately $1 million to build, an 
unbelievably huge sum of money in 1918. 
Billed in an opening-day advertisement as 
“Dorchester’s new million-dollar photo- 
play palace,” the theater originally showed 
silent movies and staged vaudeville acts, 
until the talkies came along and rendered 
both art forms obsolete. Then in 1971, 
after years of decline, the theater eventually 
stopped operating altogether and became, 
according to some stories circulating about 
the place, a storage facility for a lighting 
and sound company. When the theater 


SCREEN GEMS: get real butter on your popcorn at the Coolidge Corner Theatre. 








finally reopened in 1979, with the help of 
some local investors who founded the 
McCormick Center for the Arts, the first 
concert given was performed by the Count 
Basie Orchestra. But until 1989, produc- 
tion manager Richard Wood says, “the the- 
ater had been four walls in the middle of a 
neighborhood; there wasn’t really a connec- 
tion between what happened inside and 
what happened outside.” It was executive 
director Jeri Guardino who changed all 
that. “She really brought the local commu- 
nity into the building,” Wood says. 

Currently under renovation, the old-time 
theater is host to the Strand Teen Players, a 
performing-arts group Guardino started as 
a training program for neighborhood youth 
interested in music, dance, and perfor- 
mance. And since the ’80s, hip-hop shows 
and other events have become a regular 
part of the theater’s planning. Now the 
Strand also rents space for job-training 
seminars, city council debates, Vietnam vet- 
erans’ groups, and meetings of local orga- 
nizations that serve Boston’s disparate eth- 
nic communities. Today, “when people 
think of Uphams Corner, they think of the 
Strand Theatre,” Wood says. 

Having a marquee roughly the size of a 
Mack truck doesn’t hurt, either. 

Strand Theatre, 543 Columbia Road, 
Dorchester. (617) 282-2000. 


eeeeeesceeoeeeeeoeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeed 


Best movie treats 


Junior Mints and Pepsi are fine for main- 
stream movies. But for art flicks and indies 
you want, shall we say, finer fare. Leave it 
to Boston’s primary purveyors of art cine- 
ma and low-priced second-run features 
(the Brattle, the Coolidge, Kendall 
Square Cinema, and the Somerville 
Theatre) to offer their patrons movie eats 
that are decidedly more Winnipeg than 
Hollywood. First off, all four offer real but- 
ter on their popcorn (be still, my coagulat- 
ing arteries). Second, you can get ice cream 


at each one (the Coolidge serves Herrell’s; 
the Brattle, Toscanini’s; and Somerville has 
Peace Pops and Dove Bars). 

If candy is your poison, these folks go 
far beyond Twizzlers and Milk Duds: the 
Kendall has bulk bins for mix-and-match 
sweets by the pound, er, ounce. The Brattle 
has fancy Swiss chocolate bars; and the 
Coolidge often features promotional items 
to go with its films, like Gobstoppers for 
Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory, \ol- 
lipops and candy lipstick for children’s 
matinees, and, once, a can of Spam. “It 
was a slow night,” manager Jason Sanford 
says. “The amazing part is, someone 
bought it.” And if you’d rather have almost 
anything to drink than soda, you can get a 
selection of juices (Somerville), herbal teas 
(Somerville, Brattle), and fine coffees (all 
four theaters). Imagine: Mike Leigh with 
real butter. Decadence. 

Brattle Theatre, 40 Brattle Street, 
Cambridge, (617) 876-6837; Coolidge 
Corner Theatre, Harvard Avenue, Brookline, 
(617) 734-2500; Kendall Square Cinema, 

1 Kendall Square, Cambridge; Somerville 
Theatre, 55 Davis Square, Somerville, (617) 
625-5700. 


Boston’s landmark Symphony Halil, 
home of the Boston Symphony Orchestra 
and the Boston Pops, has some of the hard- 
est, stiffest, most uncomfortable seats in the 
city. And sometimes, under certain conduc- 
tors, the music gets unpleasantly loud. Yet 
Symphony Hall is more conducive to public 
napping than any other public space 
around. It may be that the members of the 
maintenance staff are instructed to keep the 
temperatures on the warm side — you can 
feel the comforting stuffiness the minute 
you enter. Maybe you’ve had a nice cup of 
tea, or a soothing glass of wine at one of 


JOAN SEIDEL 


Se et 


the hall’s two bars. Maybe the music-mak- 
ing itself is a little soporific, even at high 
volumes. It’s certainly hard to doze off 
when the performance is rhythmically alert 
and alive. But, as the Globe’s Richard Dyer 
has pointed out, live concert music seems 
to be getting more and more like the bland 
concert music on the radio — you don’t 
have to listen. So why not drift off into 
dreamland? After all, you wouldn’t be 
alone. And don’t worry about oversleeping. 
The applause will wake you up so you can 
go home to bed. 

Symphony Hall, 301 Mass Ave, Boston. 
(617) 266-1492. 


Best remaining 
monument to the 
Jordan name 


If the phrase lyric little bandbox hadn't 
already been taken, we’d apply it to 
Jordan Hall, the main performance space 
at the New England Conservatory of 
Music. The 1903 hall — funded by a gift 
from Eben Jordan II, the son of the man 
who founded the late, lamented Jordan 
Marsh and the Boston Globe — seats just 
1000 music lovers in an intimate horseshoe 
curve around the stage. Thanks in part to 
the facility’s affiliation with the conservato- 
ry, the people who fill those seats are often 
younger and more diverse than the Proper 
Bostonian audience at neighboring Sym- 
phony Hall. Students can be heard in the 
back rows, cheering for the likes of the Juil- 
liard String Quartet as if they were at a 
rock concert. 

An $8.5 million restoration completed in 
1995 cleared decades’ worth of grime from 
the hall’s ornate coffered ceiling and other 
interior surfaces, which now glitter with 
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PAINT THE TOWN: the Blue Man Group combines satire with sensory assault. 
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decorative gilding as they did in the age of 
the Titanic. Air conditioning was finally 
installed, bathrooms were improved (check 
out, if gender permits, the homey “Ladies’ 
Lounge,” donated anonymously “to honor 
all the women who have waited in line since 
1903, and the men who have waited for 
them”), and the notoriously uncomfortable 
seats were reupholstered but not replaced, 
so that their eccentric angles and general 
sensation of Yankee sternness remain. Crit- 
ics have complained that the face-lift left 
the acoustics harsh and bright, but it’s hard 
even to think the word harsh in here. As the 
Globe wrote 95 years ago, the hall wraps 
listeners in “that lovely feeling . . . of warm, 
safe, cozy isolation from the raucous world 
outside.” 

Jordan Hall, 30 Gainsborough Street, 
Boston. (617) 536-2412. 


Best theatrical 
reinvention 


By the mid-1990s, the Lyric Stage was 
limping through its seasons. It hadn’t 
become a shadow of its former self so 
much as a self-parody. Since its early days 
on Charles Street, the Lyric had enjoyed 
loyal supporters for its solid productions. 
But along the way, its artistic directors, 
Ron Ritchell and Polly Hogan, unfortunate- 
ly discovered a working formula: regard 
Shaw, Wilde, and Coward as the Holy 
Trinity and make sure every season features 
work by at least two of them, add one last 
bit of light fare (preferably British), and 
crown the whole lot with Dylan Thomas’s A 


Child’s Christmas in Wales. A subtle rhythm 
emerged: either Hogan or Ritchell would 
direct the show and whoever wasn’t direct- 
ing would act in it. In short, the Lyric 
became an outsize community theater, 
playing it safe and turning inward for tal- 
ent. Season after season, it edged closer 
and closer to mediocrity. 

Wisely, the Lyric’s board shook things 
up, deposing Ritchell and Hogan (some say 
unceremoniously) and importing new artis- 
tic director Spiro Veloudos at the end of 
last season. Local theater buffs have specu- 
lated all summer about what this coup will 
mean for one of the most attractive theater 
spaces in the city. Now, we have an answer: 
the ’98—’99 season is the most adventurous 
in years, without sacrificing the needs of its 
traditional fan base entirely. The ends of 
the spectrum are represented by Lost in 
Yonkers, a popular dramedy from Neil 
Simon that would have been at home in 
previous Lyric seasons, and Assassins, a 
challenging non-mainstream work. Sud- 
denly, the Lyric is willing to take risks — in 
other words, at long last, it is theatrical. 

Lyric Stage, 140 Clarendon Street, 
Boston. (617) 437-7172. 


Best long-running 
local blues trio 


Okay, they don’t sing, or even drum, the 
blues. But the Blue Man Group, the total- 
ly tubular trio of cobalt-painted bald pates 
who took over the Charles Playhouse three 
years ago, offer an entertainment that, 
though unclassifiable, is also unmissable. So 
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if you’ve managed to miss it for three years, 
get your act together — theirs is. And a 
strange act it is: a delightful, if deafening, 
90 minutes of anti—performance art that 
begins with the industrially indigo three- 
some pounding large kettledrums from 
which leap Jackson Pollock—y streams of 
paint and ends with their festooning the 
audience in so much toilet paper that all of 
Russia would be jealous. This is a show that 
mixes sensory assault with satire, infantilism 
with aesthetics, its mute perpetrators shoot- 
ing a finger at the art world and geysers of 
Twinkie cream from holes in their chests. 

What’s more, Blue Man Group — the 
invention of thirtysomethings Matt Gold- 
man, Phil Stanton, and Chris Wink, who 
debuted the piece in New York in 1991 — 
says something substantive about the merg- 
er of art and technology, from computer to 
digital to interactive to video and sound. 
Theirs is a pretty sophisticated playpen, 
where loudly munched Cap’n Crunch 
becomes fodder for a machine-age sym- 
phony, and compacted marshmallows the 
stuff of phallic sculpture. On an intellectual 
level, one could invoke the names of Robert 
Rauschenberg, Buster Keaton, and Antonin 
Artaud. But be assured: the house physician 
is Dr. Spock. 

Blue Man Group, Charles Playhouse, 
74 Warrenton Street, Boston. (617) 
426-6912. 
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Best place to stage 
Lohengrin outdoors 


What with the demise of Sarah Caldwell’s 
Boston Opera Company, the cessation of 
tours by the Met, and the mixed notices 
that regularly greet productions by Boston 
Lyric Opera, the Athens of America isn’t 
exactly the opera capital of the world. But 
we have a unique staging opportunity that’s 
so far been overlooked: Richard Wagner’s 
Lohengrin in the Public Garden. Afte1 
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all, Wagner’s Grail knight does make his 
entrance by swan boat — what other city 
has swan boats? And, most important, 
more than one: Wagner devotees will recall 
that, in the opera’s early days, tenor Leo 
Slezak literally missed the boat that was to 
carry him on-stage, whereupon he asked 
the stagehands, “What time does the next 
swan boat leave?” If that had happened 
here instead of at the Met, they’d have 
brought up another swan boat, and the 
empty first one would have looked like an 
intentional effort to heighten the suspense. 
But it’s not just the boats: the willow trees 
are ideal for Lohengrin and sweetheart Elsa 
to plight their troth, the footbridge is a 
staging director’s dream, and the outdoor 
ambiance won’t matter when Ortrud (the 
pagan princess who’s Elsa’s rival) goes bal- 
listic. Bring in the BSO, put Boston Ballet’s 
Jonathan McPhee or the Boston Philhar- 
monic’s Ben Zander in charge, and we’re 
the Hub of Opera again. 

The Public Garden, at the south end of 
Boston Common. 
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Best place to 
llebate aesthetics 
with a junkie 


Where might Andy Warhol, Georgia O’Ke- 
effe, and Hephaestus have all agreed to 
exhibit their work without the requisite 
priggish banter and usual hubristic fanfare? 
Well, maybe nowhere except Mt. Olympus, 
although the Weston Gallery in Central 
Square would have been an excellent sec- 
ond choice. Fine art and functional art 
merge beautifully in this unassuming space 
thanks to gallery maven/artist Wendy West- 
on, who single-handedly refurbished the 
interior of an old variety store to accommo- 
date the work of local artists like Paul 
Richard and Alvan Long. Mixed-media 
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wordfish mantelpiece but the gallery 
so houses artisanal sculptures, blown- 
lass oil lamps, funky diva rings, lots of sil- 
‘r jewelry, and even large chunks of aro- 
latic soap. Whether you're looking for a 
auhaus-inspired chair to give your Beacon 
fill study a touch of industrial asceticism, 
eeking to tiptoe into the world of art coi- 
ting by making a modest investment in 
n up-and-coming artist, or just hunting 
ra cool objet d’art for your trashed-out 
rm room, the Weston Gallery won't steer 


1 wrong. Weston’s own fabulous junk- 


etal ClOCKS welded together from suc! 
nlikely materials as brake pads, flywheels 
lant springs. and. in one case, a bicycle 
heel ire SO cleveriv designed (and 


juarely priced) thev'd have made the hulk- 
g Vulcan himself sob with envy 

Weston Gallery, 106 Prospect Street, 
ambridge. (617) 876-2840. 
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Best place to 
ponder extinction 


Boston’s Museum of Science is the institu- 
tional descendant of the New England 
Museum of Natural History, which opened 
in 1864 at 234 Berkeley Street. That muse- 
um’s exhibit rooms — described by more 
than one visitor as a chamber of horrors — 
specialized in what Victorian men of letters 


“WHERE THE FUN BEGINS!” 


adford Washburn reinvented the facility 
rent Science Park location, he 
the dissections and formaldehyde in 
nore-palatable displays. Yet in the 
museum's basement there’s a room full of 
taxidermy beastly heads from around 
the world that were donated by Francis 
Colby, as stereotypical a Great White 
Hunter as you can imagine. Near death, 
Colby negotiated the installation with 
Washburn while the Science Museum was 
still being built, then left almost $2 million 
to the museum when he died. That was in 
1953. Today the Colby Room (re-created 
the museum to resemble the gun room 
in Colby's Hamilton mansion) continues to 
inger in refreshing contradiction to every 
nlightened environmental and multicultur- 
al message the museum champions — a 
monument to unfashionable imperialist 
irrogance. As Larry Bell, the museum’s vice 
president of exhibits, says: “The Colby 
Room is a period piece that we use for 
environmental education. We encourage 
our visitors to view it in a historical per- 
spective.” 
Museum of Science, Science Park. 
Boston. (617) 723-2500. 


Most intriguing 
lunchtime getaway 


Across from the saccharine-smelling 
Necco factory and tucked away in a small 


Continued on page 28 








FUNKY AND FRIENDLY: you'll find great food, cold beer, and fine acoustic music at 
Kendall Café, in the heart of an office park. 


lf you want to make an 
impression, there’s no better 
way than on a Honda Valkyrie. 


© Over eight feet long from 
wheel to wheel. 


e Six Cylinder 1520cc engine 
makes it the biggest motor 
on two wheels. 


¢ 5.3-gallon fuel tank for 
extended crusing range. 


¢ Deluxe chromed six-into-six 
exhaust system. 


e 38-inch wide handlebars. 


e Four attractive accessory 
packages make this a bike 
you can truly call your own. 


The Honda Valkyrie-The bike 
that can’t be ignored. 


GREATER BOSTON 
MOTORSPORTS Ate) sey. 


1098 Mass. Ave. Arlington, MA (781) 648-1300 Oni Awe AW OS 


“Find us fast in the Bell Atiantic Yellow Pages” 





ALWAYS WEAR A HELMET, EYE PROTECTION AND PROTECTIVE CLOTHING AND PLEASE RESPECT 
THE ENVIROMENT. Obey the law and read your owner's manual thoroughly. Valkyric is registered Honda Trademark. 
For rider training information call the Motorcycle Safety Foundation at 1-800-447-4700. 





TICKETS ON SALE NOW 
BECOME A. MEMBER AND RECEIVE FREE TICKETS 


Don’t miss this remarkable exhibition Special ticket rates for weekdays, 
of the inspired, innovative work of — seniors, students, and children. 1 
¢ 


Claude Monet, including paintings , 
gP g For tickets and information on BOSTON 


never before seen by the public. 
hotel packages, please call NEXT eer eae ree 


On view at only one location in the 
. at (617) 542-4MFA or log onto Avenue of the Arts 
465 Huntington Avenue 


United States. 
www.boston.com Key word: Monet (617) 267-9300 www.mfa.org 
Organized by the 
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Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, and 


the Royal Academy of Arts, London 
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| Poetry Book 
Shop, Inc. 


Established in 1927 
Every moment, every day, every Sesiels 
every year, we celebrate poetry 


Mon. - Sat. 12-6:30 
6 PLYMPTON STREET CAMBRIDGE, MA 02138 
TEL. (617) 547-4648/1-800-234POEM FAX (617) 5474230 
e-mail: grolierpoetrybookshop@compuserve.com 


=. 


America’s Premier Chorus and Period Orchestra 


Christopher Hogwood, Artistic Director 


HANDELS MESSIAH 
A cherished Boston tradition 
Dec. 4-6, 11-12, Symphony Hall 


BACH’S CHRISTMAS ORATORIO 
A glorious holiday masterpiece 
Dec. 17 and 20, Jordan Hall 


CHICK COREA & GARY BURTON 
Electrifying classical / jazz crossover concerts. 


Feb. 5 and 7, Symphony Hall 
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BABE 


PIG IN THE CITY 





In the heart of the city, 
a pig with heart. 


NOVEMBER 25 
www babeinthecity.com 
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IT’S A SNOOZE: Boston's Symphony Hall is the perfect place for a public nap, especially 
to the strains of a classical lullaby. 





EDITORS’ CHOICES from page 26 


building complex just off Mass Ave in 
Cambridge is the MIT Museum, a highly 
informative gallery of exhibits dedicated to 
showcasing MIT’s role in shaping 19th- 
and 20th-century science and technology. 
Given that the museum houses the world’s 
largest collection of holography, a quick 
visit during your lunch break can make for 
some pretty interesting office conversation 
later in the day — if you’ve managed to 
recover from the acid flashback triggered 
by these bizarre laser-light images. Forget 
Jurassic Park. Venture into the 3-D rain 
forest created by Betsy Connors and you 
may never be sane again. Another exhibit 
features the elaborate and beautiful math- 
ematical sculptures of the inventor Morton 
Bradley, and provides an activity center 
called MathSpace where you can experi- 
ment with creating your own (this is 
Romper Room for thinking adults who 
always thought Legos were dumb). Or 
find the interactive plasma globes, pretend 
you’re Merlin, and pull off some electro- 
magnetic wizardry. 

The current “Flashes of Inspiration” 
exhibit focuses on the work of Harold 
“Doc” Edgerton, a pioneer of stroboscopy 
whose fascinating photographs explored 
the connection between art and science. 
Here you can try your own hand at pro- 
ducing some of the same light tricks with 
his “Remarkable Single Piddler Hydraulic 
Happening Machine.” Very cool stuff. Of 
course, you can read the text accompany- 
ing each of the exhibits and learn a great 
deal about the history of all this technolo- 
gy, but we’re guessing that isn’t nearly as 
much fun as spacing out in front of a 
hologram — unless you’re here to see 
your own Nobel Prize—winning work cele- 
brated. At the end of your visit, pop into 
the MIT Museum Shop and pick up a 
Levitron antigravity top for the folks at 
work. Maybe they’ll send you back for 
more. 

MIT Museum, 265 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge. (617) 253-4444. 


Best museum run hy 
a secret society 


Lexington’s Museum of Our National 
Heritage has two advantages over most 
Eastern Massachusetts tourist attractions: it 
has a huge parking lot and it’s free. Okay, 
donations are accepted, but they don’t go 
on about it. This generosity — reflected in 
the MNH’s lavish grounds and capacious 
galleries — is made possible by an endow- 
ment rumored to be . . . well, gargantuan, 


owing to the institution’s affiliation with the 
Masons (specifically the Scottish Rite 
Freemasons in the Northern Masonic Juris- 
diction of the United States of America). 
The Museum of Our National Heritage 
opened in 1975 and quickly became the 
place to which Masons bequeathed Mason- 
ic paraphernalia, the cream of which is on 
display in an ongoing exhibit called “Initiat- 
ing America: Three Centuries of Lodge 
Life.” 

But this special-interest exhibit (replete 
with spooky iconography) is unlikely to 
draw crowds, so the MNH offers some- 
thing for the uninitiated: a permanent 
installation on the Battle of Lexington and 
Concord and an eclectic schedule of tem- 
porary exhibits that the stodgy old MFA 
would consider too trivial (or perhaps too 
interesting). In recent years, the museum 
has devoted gallery space to 19th-century 
amateur lithographs, a trove of World 
War I memorabilia, the Irish diaspora, 
homespun quilts, Buffalo soldiers, teapots, 
Shaker crafts, and roadside diners. The 
general bent is history, but the slant is cul- 
tural, which means visitors can relate to 
what’s on display — sort of like rummag- 
ing through grandmother’s attic, but with 
captions. 

Museum of Our National Heritage, 33 
Marrett Road, Lexington. (781) 861-6559. 


Best pop-up art 


Hulking man-made objects rise mysteri- 
ously out of grassy lawns like some Yankee 
Stonehenge. Lovers of art stroll about 
looking for clues to meaning in the strange 
silent shapes — some barely big enough 

to poke out of the leaves on a hillside, oth- 
ers towering several stories into the air. 

A sense of calm and quiet pervades the 
place, as if people are drinking in the well- 
spring of ideas represented here. The 
DeCordova Museum in Lincoln isn’t 
quite like anything else. With a permanent 
and revolving collection of 20th-century 
sculptures, it is as distinct and memorable 
as any attraction the state has to offer. Vis- 
itors can stroll through acres of green 
lawns and wooded hillside, following a 
paper map or, more serendipitously, stum- 
bling onto sculptures as they pop up along 
the way. There are also galleries of other 
media in the newly expanded museum 
itself, which charges an entrance fee. (Its 
high-caliber shows have included 18 
artists’ renditions of mini-golf courses and 
a show of the Green Man Series by Kahn 
and Seleznick.) But the grounds them- 
selves are free and provide an absorbing 
afternoon of contemplation. Though the 
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number of sculpture-seekers drops dramat- 
ically in the winter, the spell is only intensi- 
fied then; drive through the grounds at 
dusk on a winter evening and the effect is 
eerie but moving. Rock faces peer from 
beneath a layer of snow, shadowy giants 
loom at the treeline, dark shapes welcome 
and warn. It’s art and magic — and only 
20 minutes away. 

DeCordova Museum, Sandy Pond Road, 
Lincoln. (781) 259-8355. 
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Best-kept visual- 
arts secret 


Boston has its share of great paintings, 
from Botticelli and Rembrandt to van 
Gogh, Picasso, and, of course, Monet. 
But we also have something that’s rare 
outside Italy: a Giotto. Most of the mas- 
terpieces by this Tuscan artist and con- 
temporary of Dante are frescoes, perma- 
nently attached to the walls of the 
Scrovegni Chapel in Padua and the Bardi 
and Peruzzi Chapels in Florence’s Santa 
Croce: they don’t travel. But Giotto exe- 
cuted a few panel paintings, and one of 
them, The Presentation of the 
Infant Jesus in the Temple, resides 
in Boston, on the third floor of the Isabel- 
la Stewart Gardner Museum. The Gothic 
Room is dominated by John Singer Sar- 
gent’s portrait of Mrs. Gardner, so you 
could easily overlook the easel that, 
flanked by two chairs, stands along the 
west wall. The south side has a Madonna 
and Child by another Tuscan artist, 
Simone Martini, that’s scarcely less pre- 
cious; on the north side, in front of a 
16th-century “Dante chair” (he’s said to 


have invented the style), is the Giotto, so 
humble, so radiant, so mystic, doing for 
the vernacular of art what Dante did for 
the vernacular of literature. 

Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum, 280 
The Fenway, Boston. (617) 566-1401. 


Best Luddite painting 
of a Boston scene 


You can’t call late-[mpressionist painter 
Childe Hassam’s Boston Common 
at Twilight underappreciated. The Muse- 
um of Fine Arts, which houses the painting, 
does land-office business in BC@T prints, 
posters, and postcards. It’s a favorite with 
locals and tourists alike, its cozy sentimen- 
tal hues and ostensibly trivial subject — a 
woman and girls feeding birds at the edge 
of a snow-covered Common with bustling 
Tremont Street to their backs — making it 
attractive, safely evocative, and acceptable 
to all audiences. Since it was finished in 
1886, it’s become iconic — Henry James’s 
Boston in a frame. 

And that it surely is, but it was never 
meant to be quaint. In 1886, Impressionist 
subject matter — incidental scenes of 
everyday life — was considered shocking 
unto itself. And though we see the scene’s 
horse-drawn streetcars and low-rise office 
buildings as old-fashioned, in their day they 
represented mechanized modern times in 
stark contrast to the pastoral Common over 
which the sun is setting. It doesn’t do to 
overinterpret this sort of work, but its 
impact increases mightily when you see it in 
context. Stare away; lose yourself in simpler 


Continued on page 30 


MUSEUM OF BAD ART executive director Jerry Reilly’s artless outpost is so bad it’s goc 
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An unforgettable fable about love, family and the power of imagination. 


oko ke! A MODERN COMIC MASTERPIECE! 
ROMANTIC, HILARIOUS AND ASTONISHINGLY MOVING. 


— MICHAEL WILMINGTON, CHICAGO TRIBUNE — 


‘A BEAUTIFUL VISION THAT LINGERS LONG AFTER 


WINNER 
GRAND Jury PRIZE 


CANNES FILM FESTIVAL 


WINNER 
AUDIENCE AWARD 


MONTREAL FILM FESTIVA 
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JERUSALEM FILM FESTIVAL 


You've LEFT THE THEATRE.’ 


—PATRICIA FALVO, NEW YORK MAGAZINE 
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Mac’s Two Presents 


the Gold Club. 
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12 noon ‘till 12 midnight 
Monday through Saturday 
4-12 on Sunday 
No Cover 12-2 
Serving Food 12-10 
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DANCERS WANTED: 
Auditions Tuesday at 9pm 
























176 BOSTON RD, BILLERICA 978.667.7642 








Did you know 
Ticketmaster 
sells tickets online? 


www.ticketmaster.com 
offers real time ticketing, so no matter 
how you purchase your tickets you still 
have access to the best available seats! 


Ticketmaster Online also offers daily 
entertainment news, seating maps, and 
special online only promotions. 


So whether you drop by, phone in, or log 
on, buying tickets is easier than ever! 


TICK AN PASTER, 
ONILINGE 
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times. Just remember, even in the 1800s 
some people considered progress and 
development a threat. 

Vuseum of Fine Arts, 465 Huntington 
Avenue, Boston. (617) 267-9300. 


e@eeeeeeseeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeee 


Best redundant use 
of public funds 

for inspirational 
outdoor art 


In the very heart of Central Square, three 
mysterious pillars sculpted from glass and 
brass rise from the sidewalk. Their sides 
are covered with frosted crystal panels — 
144 of them in all — and into each of them 
is etched the single word dream, in world- 
spanning languages ranging from Armenian 
to Zulu, from Portuguese to Punjabi, from 
Korean to American Sign Language. 
Where'd all those dreams come from, and 
what’s the point? 

“Dreams are very interesting,” says 
Hafthor Yngvason, director of public art 
for the Cambridge Arts Council, which in 
1996 commissioned the project, titled 
Multicultural Manifestoes. Designer 
Ritsuko Taho, an award-winning assistant 
professor of architecture at MIT, wanted 
to use the theme of dreams both to cele- 
brate the diversity of Central Square’s 
population and to show a universality evi- 
dent across cultures. So Taho collected 
submissions of “dreams” on paper from 
the folks who live in and around Central 





Square — the 48 languages they were 
submitted in are all represented on those 
and used an etching 
process to transfer some of those wishes 


glass pillars 


onto the revolving brass cylinders that sur- 
mount each pillar. 

“They turn like scrolls,” 
vason, “so you can read them. It tells you a 
lot about the people who live in Central 


explains Yng- 


Square . . . people’s future hopes and pre- 
sent reality.” The dreams of Central 
Square turn out to range from the ambi- 
tiously cosmic (“My dream is to walk on 
Mars someday”) to the soberingly down- 
to-earth (“No more racism in Cam- 
bridge”). Who'd have thought a construct 
of metal and glass could speak with so 
many voices? 

Multicultural Manifestoes, Central 
Square (at River Street and Western and 
Mass Avenues), Cambridge. 


Best outdoor mural 


A tough category, because it’s hard to dis- 
like any city mural, since they usually are a 
welcome respite from the urban monotony 
of brick and concrete. But we like the mural 
behind the Harvest Co-op the best. Titled 
The Pot Luck and painted by artist David 
Fichter, the mural celebrates the diversity of 
people and foods at a community dinner. In 
vivid colors, the festive mural depicts more 
than 100 people eating, smelling, inspect- 
ing, and touching food; the crowd dines, 
dances, engages in conversation, and listens 
to music. If it sounds too perfect, take a 
closer look. A young girl in the lower left 
stares directly at us with a horribly bored 
look on her face that asks, “Will this party 
ever end?” Whether you’re an art lover or 





THE LINWOOD GRILLE: the Rat for the 90s draws the three-chord faithful. 
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not, it’s worth a visit to this mural. You 

might even get some good recipe ideas. 
The Pot Luck, behind the Harvest Co-op 

Supermarket, 581 Mass Ave, Cambridge. 


@e@eeeeeeeaeeeeeeeceaeeeeeeeeeeeeeee eee 


Best local literary 
ornament 


Crying in one’s beer is a time-honored 
writerly tradition, but it doesn’t usually take 
the world of letters by storm. In 1971, 
DeWitt Henry, then a Harvard grad stu- 
dent, sat in the Cambridge bar the Plough 
& Stars and bemoaned the lack of a local 
literary magazine of substance. Bartender 
Peter O’Malley agreed wholeheartedly that 
something must be done. They enlisted 
other poets and fiction writers and launched 
Ploughshares. The start was rocky and 
competing editorial views threatened to 
stymie the publication’s growth. Instead, the 
lack of editorial unity yielded a hallmark 
decision: each issue would be guest-edited 
by a different established writer. 

Editor Don Lee isn’t bragging when he 
rattles off the prizes annually awarded to 
work first appearing in Ploughshares — 

O. Henry Awards, Pushcart Prizes, admis- 
sions in Best American Short Stories and 
Best American Poetry, and so on. It’s just a 
fact of life now that the journal is also a 
major player in the world of literature at 
large. But the fun still comes in launching 
the careers of little-known writers who will 
someday be household names. Lee reports 
with amusement that the archives contain a 
note in which Sue Miller (now a best-sell- 
ing author) humbly asks for the $30 hono- 
rarium Ploughshares had promised. For 
Miller then, as for the grad students and 
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struggling writers who crowd Boston now, 
Ploughshares represents the best-case sce- 
nario: an idea born in a bar that becomes 
the toast of the literati. 

Ploughshares, Emerson College, 100 
Beacon Street, Boston. (617) 824-8753 
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Best avant-garde 
newspaper 
entertainment 


Building 19 is a weird store, so it makes 
sense that its circular in the Sunday paper 
would be even more bizarre. The chain 
assembles a hodgepodge of drastically dis- 
counted merchandise, sort of like Sears by 
way of Filene’s Basement with a slight acid 
glaze. It’s a vaguely trippy experience to 
root through stacks of nylons and note- 
books under big cartoon signs and off-beat 
decorations. 

The store’s Sunday circular is clearly the 
most experimental and daring art in the 
Globe. The flier often uses normal models, 
but then adds doodles, drawings, and 
thought bubbles. The random Building 19 
man dresses in a manner appropriate for 
whatever surplus fills the shelves that week. 
And weird illustrations educate the reader 
on how these bargains came about. 

One of the best thing we’ve ever seen in 
the Globe was an ad for discounted Wu- 
Tang Clan hockey jerseys and hats. In a 
hilariously sober tone, the ad described 
these as uniforms for the “Wu-Tang Happy 
Butterflies” hockey team in Japan. 

Even Patricia Smith never made up stuff 
this good. tJ 
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EAT TO THE BEAT: every Monday night, Cambridge’s Green Street Grill offers tasty 
music and half-price grub. 








Backstage 
Catering 


No Rock. But aed of Rolls. 





Lem 





Whether it's backstage at the gig, or for a party at home, fabulous food platters 
are just a phone call away. Barsamian's offers our customers both grocery service and 
catering by phone. Just call in your order and our staff will put it together, bag it and have 
it waiting for you. Or we'll deliver it. No lines, no waiting, no hassle. 
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FREE VALET PARKING* 
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Museum of Fine Arts, 465 Huntington 
Avenue, Boston, (617) 267-9300; Isabella 
Stewart Gardner Museum, 280 The Fenway, 
(617) 566-5401; Museum of Science, 
Science Park, Boston, (617) 723-2500. 


Art doesn’t have to be stuffy. This might be 
the mantra of the Museum of Fine Arts 
in the late 90s. There are, of course, plen- 
ty of ancient statues and religious tapes- 
tries, but lately there have been some 
decidedly unconservative choices as well, 
such as Herb Ritts’s black-and-white skin 
shots, and animation exhibits. Some 
purists fan themselves and weep at these 
“imprudent” changes, but droves of Bosto- 
nians have been drawn in, exposing more 
people than ever to the world-class perma- 
nent collection. When teen skinheads are 
standing in line for Monet, it’s not the art 
that’s changing, it’s the museum. 

One is a monument to the hard facts of 
science and the other to the fires of cre- 
ativity, but each is a big draw in Boston. 
In a universe all its own, the Museum of 
Science makes the realms of math, 
physics, and astronomy accessible and 
entertaining for the average layperson. 
The Isabella Stewart Gardner 
Museum displays great works of art in 
an imitation 15th-century Italian palazzo, 
which is itself a fantastic structure. Both 
institutions lure visitors with music, too, 
although the differences betwen art and 
science are no less pronounced at such 
events: Pink Floyd laser-light shows at the 
MOS planetarium versus strains of Bach 
floating lightly over the garlanded court- 
yard of the Gardner. 


Best 
underappreciated 
museum 


Suggest visiting a museum 20 miles out- 
side the city and Bostonians act like you’re 
asking them to embark on a cross-country 
road trip. Consequently, sophisticates in 
the suburbs are more likely to have enjoyed 
the pleasures of the DeCordova Muse- 
um and Sculpture Park than your 
average downtown aesthete. Those who’ve 
made the trip remember well its charms: 
the bizarre contemporary sculptures on the 
grounds outside the sprawling museum are 
truly one-of-a-kind. And the beautiful set- 
ting, in the leafy-green heart of Lincoln, 
only heightens the museum’s impact. 
Boston seem far away. 

From the sublime to the ridiculous, the 
basement-level Museum of Bad Art is a 
showcase of art that never should have 
been. Its curator began the collection after 
picking through trash in 1993 and stum- 
bling across, Lucy.in the Field with Flowers, 


a jaw-dropping display of artistic inability. 
Since then, artless wonders have arrived 
from all corners of the world, including 
Sunday on the Pot with George, a pointillist 
representation of a man on the toilet. Open 
daily, this is the definitive museum for peo- 
ple who have always feared art; when such 
cynics visit this museum and say, “My 
four-year-old could have painted that,” 
they'll be right. 

DeCordova Museum and Sculpture 
Park, 51 Sandy Pond Road, Lincoln, (781) 
259-8355; Museum of Bad Art, in the 
Dedham Community Theatre, 580 High 
Street, Dedham, (617) 325-8224. 


Best theater company 


It’s tricky for a theater to distinguish itself 
from the commercial houses in town while 
at the same time attempting to fill nearly 
as many seats. Huntington Theatre 
does this by balancing its season with safe 
bets (Ah, Wilderness! was a grandma mag- 
net) and riskier works with proven success 
elsewhere (such as the recent Gross Inde- 
cency). This strategy obviously works: 
many artists, like August Wilson, are 
beginning to see it as an excellent home 
for their work. Theater critics and stay-at- 
home types find reason to celebrate the 
gorgeous productions, especially the 
acclaimed sets, which often outshine the 
bus-and-truck national tours that they 
compete with. 

The American Repertory Theater 
inspires strong opinion. Its detractors think 
it showy and brash, while supporters 
champion the ostentatious style of its pro- 
ductions. Its famed method of introducing 
anachronisms into traditional plays (like a 
helicopter descending onto the stage dur- 


ing a popular Twelfth Night production a 
few years back) is well known around the 
world. And it’s also renowned as a treasure 
trove of great actors: Thomas Derrah, 
Karen McDonald, Kristin Flanders, Remo 
Airaldi, Benjamin Evett, Will LeBow, and 
Francince Torres are some of its top play- 
ers. In the end, it’s not the flash that has 
made the ART great, it’s the talent. 
Huntington Theatre, 264 Huntington 
Avenue, Boston, (617) 266-0800; 
American Repertory Theatre, 64 Brattle 
Street, Cambridge, (617) 547-8300. 


Best dance company 


If you’re a Christmas person, you already 
know that the Boston Ballet Nutcracker 
is the apex of holiday cheer. Behind the 
scenes of this enchanting world-on-stage, 
there are a lot of hard-working people. 
Although staff changes and the death of a 
ballerina have made the last few years 
tough, the company manages to stay 
gracefully on its toes. Devoted subscribers 
are treated to both classics and new works, 
with an average season quite comfortably 
spanning Swan Lake through Mark Mor- 
ris, with the Nutcracker as centerpiece. But 
Boston Ballet is more than an audience- 
pleaser. It offers rigorous training year- 
round for dancers of all ages and a sum- 
mer institute for high-schoolers (they’re a 
strange sight on Clarendon Street: perfect 
dieters who chain-smoke). Dancers who 
train in Boston have gone on to make 
magic on stages from New York to Russia, 
while others have remained in town to 
become local stars. And none shine 
brighter than the lucky children chosen to 
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BRING THIS AD TO ANY OF THESE SHOWS AND 


RECEIVE $2 OFF BEFORE 9:30PM 
Saturday, November 7th 
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: Friday DJVinney : 
| A night of disco & partying 5 
: 10pm to 2 am : 
: Saturday 

| ub Room DJ Shalako (Techno & House) 

: 10pm to 2 am : 
‘ Front Room DJ Tim Collins 3 
(Top 40 & Hip-Hop) 10pm to 2 am F 





Sunday 
Cub Room Tim Ryan & special guest 
(Disco & House) 


Try our great food selection 
Served daily from 11am - 11pm 


835 Beacon St . Kenmore Sq . Boston . 02215 . 617 262 2121 
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play the lead roles in Nutcracker, a dream 
for dancers and audiences alike. 

Boston Ballet, 19 Clarendon Street, 
Boston. (617) 695-6950. 


Best movie house 


When the Kendall Square Cinema 
opened, local cinema-goers took to it with 
neo-religious fervor. No more cramped 
knees, TV-size screens, or theater seats 
inexplicably raked in the wrong direction. 
Instead, moviegoers entered a veritable 
palace of art-deco furnishings, got lines of 
sight to die for, and found luxury cuphold- 
ers (imagine that!) at every seat. Even the 
snarled parking situation doesn’t deter the 
droves that come on weekends to see such 
Oliviers of indie film as Parker Posey, 
Christina Ricci, and Ben Stiller. It’s no sur- 
prise, then, that the Kendall won both “best 
movie theater” and “best art house” — its 
customers are quite sure they’re in heaven. 

In this era of stadium cinemas, the 
Coolidge Corner Theatre manages to 
thrive on a fading grandeur. Loyalists 
don’t go there for comfort but for a more 
pragmatic reason: movies. [ts cinematic 
lineup is eclectic and truly arty, often 
offering exclusive showings of films in the 
city. Big art-house hits can stay as long as 
local viewers demand them (Vanya on 
42nd Street is a notable example) and it’s 
long been the home of Spike & Mike ani- 
mation festivals, which are always popular. 
After all these years, the theater is showing 
its age but wearing it well: in other words, 
it’s a classic. 

Kendall Square Cinema, 1 Kendall 
Square, Cambridge, (617) 494-8900; 
Coolidge Corner Theatre, 290 Harvard 
Avenue, Brookline, (617) 734-2500. 


Best concession stand 


You can easily pay $20 for concessions 
and walk to your seat clutching only pop- 
corn, soda, and a few boxes of Raisinets. 
The humiliating “I’ve-been-had” feeling is 
worsened if the clerk only had to chirp 
“The super combo is just a quarter more!” 
to suck you in. At Kendall Square 
Cinema, the food may not be any cheap- 
er, but the variety is astounding. Sure, 
Goobers and Twizzlers will do, but why 
not spring for Dancing Deer cookies (big 
and chunky) or plump congo bars with 
enough cholesterol to harden your arteries 
into stone? And the hot dogs, rotating on a 
spit in front of you, are fat and juicy. If 
variety doesn’t satisfy the control freak in 
you, you can measure out your own candy 
from bins, right down to the last ounce or 
Gummi Bear. While you’re scooping, have 
the folks whip up a cappuccino for you 


(you mean it never occurred to you that 
they might have an espresso maker?). 
Lattes, biscotti, foil-wrapped chocolates — 
at least your options should be rich if 
you're going to go broke over munchies. 
Kendall Square Cinema, 1 Kendall 
Square, Cambridge. (617) 494-9800. 
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Best video store 


Descending into the windowless basement 
of the original store, you might expect 
Hollywood Express to be a dungeon, 
perhaps featuring videos of torture. But the 
space is as colorful and eclectic as the 
selection. This store knows the difference 
between animation and anime and provides 
sections for each. You want Mork & Mindy 
on video? Got it. Recordings of live jazz 
performances? Done. A documentary on 
foot fetishes? Well, if it’s not on the shelf, 
the store’s video guides can help you order 
it. The success of the first store yielded a 
second and, since expansion means mov- 
ing up, the Central Square location is 
above-ground. 

In the shadow of the famed art-house 
cinema, it makes sense that Coolidge 
Corner Videosmith rents more than 
mainstream film fare. The staffers call it 
“the movie buff’s store” and, accordingly, 
it’s got a foreign-film section to die for, as 
well as indie and documentary offerings 
that blow away many larger chains. Video- 
smith carries new releases, of course, but 
the high number of students and artists in 
the neighborhood means they get just as 
many requests for obscure films. And when 
someone who goes to films across the 
street comes in to rent a video, you can bet 
it’s not going to be Terminator. 

Hollywood Express Video, 1740 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge, (617) 497-2001, and 
765 Mass Ave, Cambridge, (617) 
864-8400; Videosmith, 283 Harvard 
Avenue, Brookline, (617) 232-6637. 


Best club for rock 


What defines cool? If it’s an eccentric 
sense of self, a confidence that draws peo- 
ple to you, and little bit of an edge, then 
the Middle East is the best definition we 
can offer. A bowling alley—turned—restau- 
rant and rock club, it’s the kind of place 
where you can see belly dancers one night 
and Morphine the next. Bigger indie 
names (Sleater Kinney, Swervedriver, 
Elliott Smith) and local heroes alike 
(Sebadoh, Jonathan Richman) have played 
here, and it often offers the best deal in 
town: three bands for $7. 

So what if the city keeps threatening to 
revoke the Paradise’s liquor license? So 
what if Patriots stage-dive onto concertgo- 


Continued on page 36 
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ers? Rock and roll implies a little danger, 
or at least some rowdiness. But there’s no 
controversy about why our readers love 
this club so much. Although it has changed 
over time from a black industrial space into 
a slicker small-scale arena, with Love Boat 
banquettes for those who wish to sit out 
the fray in safety, it’s still a major venue 
for progressive rockers and out-of-town 
acts on the verge of bigtime success. 

Middle East, 472 Mass Ave, (617) 
497-0576; Paradise Rock Club, 967 Comm 
Ave, Boston, (617) 562-8800. 
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Best club for hip-hop 


Given the international popularity of hip- 
hop and the fact that so many DJs and 
rappers operate out of Boston, it seems 
ludicrous that there is no club devoted 
exclusively to showcasing local talent or 
up-and-coming stars from out of town. We 
are left instead with a handful of clubs that 
sponsor hip-hop nights usually only 
once a week and arenas that bring in 
huge MTV-sponsored events featuring 
tepid artists who bankroll the media giant. 
Oh well. Good things sometimes come in 
small doses. On the last Sunday of every 
month at the Western Front, for 
instance, Main Ingredient Productions 
hosts a hell of a hip-hop showcase, “All 
That! Hip-Hop, Poetry & Jazz.” Featuring 
national and local poets, MC’s, Boston rap 
groups like Seven L. & Esoteric, Virtuoso, 
and Mr. Lif, and live music provided by the 
All That! band (with members of Down- 
Low Connection and Superhoney), this 
once-a-month event is a don’t-miss extrav- 
aganza for any fan of urban music and 
hip-hop culture. The long-running club, 
which has mostly been a hotspot for big- 
name roots reggae stars — although it 
sponsors more adventurous music too, 
such as experimental jazz — is doing the 
city a service by giving Main Ingredient a 
permanent residency at the space. Don’t 
forget to bring your own rhymes — open 
mic’s at 8, and it’s phat. 

In club life, fads are the mother of rein- 
vention. Both the Roxy and Lansdowne 
Street Playhouse have become adept at 
shape-shifting to keep clubbers coming 
through their doors. Remember Roxy’s 
jukebox days? Or its country-music era? 
Now on Saturdays, it serves up a night 
that blends hip-hop with R&B for a sweaty 
workout — though you can leave sneakers, 
T-shirts, and jeans at home. Hip-hop 
reigns supreme on Sundays at Lansdowne, 
which began as a theatrical venue. Plays 
still find their way onto the stage, but its 
Big Easy flavor and bar have always 
encouraged dancing. And what’s next for 
these chameleons, after the baggy pants 
and Ecstasy are gone? Goth goes down- 
town, maybe? 

Western Front, 343 Western Avenue, 
Cambridge, (617) 492-7772; Roxy, 279 
Tremont Street, Boston, (617) 338-7699; 
Lansdowne Street Playhouse, 36 
Lansdowne Street, Boston, (617) 
536-2100. 
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Best club for techno 


We know what you want. You want lights 
spinning, a house beat pulsing fast and 
furious, cool samples buzzing in the mix, 
and beautiful people caught up in the tech- 
no frenzy. In other words, you want the 
downstairs rooms at Axis on Fridays. 
With a thousand young bodies in a Techno 
Tribal Trance, it’s quite the scene SO 
popular it’s broadcast live on ’FNX. Axis 
Dj Tim Ryan works a mix of beats, sam- 
ples, and endless rhythms that has 
Eurokids and Boston beauties alike under 
his spell. (Don’t wander upstairs no 
techno there.) There’s no top-40 kid-pop 
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here — it’s serious music for people who 
want to lose themselves in the dance. 

And the fun spills next door into 
Avalon. Renamed Avaland for the 
evening, a progressive house extravaganza 
draws in college kids from miles away. The 
mass of human limbs looks like some 
dense throbbing organism about to lose 
control of itself. But it only looks like may- 
hem; from the ID check at the door to the 
dress code (no jeans, no sneakers, no 
hats), Avalon keeps things under control. 
This is not the place for mosh-pit types or 
bar brawlers. This is for people who live 
for the beat. 

Axis, 13 Lansdowne Street, Boston, 
(617) 262-2437; Avalon, 15 Lansdowne 
Street, Boston, (617) 262-2424. 


Best jazz club 


Jazz traditionalists like to find jazz in funky 
settings, seedy places heavy with smoke, as 
if location alone makes a place credible. At 
Wally’s, music fills the bar seven nights a 
week, and you never know what you'll find 

professional artists stopping by to pay 
tribute, or locals jamming. A tiny room 
with few seats, it has packed in jazz musi- 
cians and fans for more than 50 years. 
Wally himself became a community legend 

upon his death, fans marched down 
South End streets in tribute. 

Despite this legacy, don’t overlook the 
great role that hotels have played in the 
rise of jazz: many of the best supper clubs 
of the jazz era were hotel ballrooms. For 
nine years, Scullers has preserved that 
tradition. Located in the DoubleTree Guest 
Suites, it’s a beautiful room overlooking 
the Charles. Young turks like Diana Krall 
appear as often as legends like Spyro Gyra. 

On the north side of the river, the ele- 
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BLOND AMBITION: could he be a rock star, hanging with other stars at the Middle East? 


gant Regattabar has been hosting jazz 
legends in the Charles Hotel for almost 14 
years. Everyone from Dizzy Gillespie to 
Pharaoh Sanders and Dave Brubeck have 
set up shop here, often doing a three-night 
stint if there is a big enough demand. And 
since this is Boston, there’s always an 
insatiable appetite for world-class jazz per- 
formed by masters of the form. Which 
means if you have the money you'll proba- 
bly have the chance to see your idol: call 
ahead and reserve a seat or try to snatch 
one of the limited general-admission 
cheap tix available an hour before show- 
time. Just don’t think about ordering a 
drink. Although the exclusive atmosphere 
and stiff clientele can be a bummer if 
you’re used to the looser vibe of Wally’s, 
what’s nice is that you can see an ivory- 
tinkling crooner one night and find your- 
self blown across the bar by a thunderous 
horn-and-percussion attack the next. 
Either way, one thing is certain: this is a 
class act. 

Scullers, DoubleTree Guest Suites, 
400 Soldiers Field Road, Brighton, (617) 
562-4111; Wally’s, 427 Mass Ave, Boston, 
(617) 424-1408; Regattabar, Charles Hotel 
in Harvard Square, 1 Bennett Street, 
Cambridge, (617) 661-5000. 


Best acoustic venue 


The folk scene has made a quiet comeback 
in the last few years, without much media 
attention. A home for local stars in the 
making as well as national acts familiar 
with the legendary spot, Club Passim 
survived the years between Joni Mitchell 
and Ani DiFranco and is still thriving. It’s a 
café, too, so you can eat dinner before the 
show, but its audience is mostly lured by 


good songwriters performing in an inti- 
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mate space. Folk may fade from the spot- 
light for a while, but Passim will continue 
to shine. 

MTV’s Unplugged, as popular as it is, 
never quite comes across as a down-and- 
dirty live acoustic jam, mostly because the 
air of production hangs too heavily over 
the proceedings. If you want to be close to 
the action, join the crowd at Kendall 
Café, where national and local acts vie for 
the nightly stage. Usually acoustic, the 
back room gets full quickly for popular 
performers, while the front bar pulls in a 
crowd by offering 20 draft beers and 
gourmet bar food. If authenticity really 
mattered to MTV, they’d set up their cam- 
eras in this little hotspot. 

Club Passim, 47 Palmer Street, 
Cambridge, (617) 492-7679; Kendall Café, 
233 Cardinal Medeiros Way, Cambridge, 
(617) 661-0993. 


Best spoken word 
hight 


In the basement of the Cambridge Com- 
mon restaurant, situated between Porter 
and Harvard Squares on Mass Ave, is the 
fabulous Lizard Lounge. At the bottom 
of the staircase taking you down into the 
tenebrous interior of this red-lighted per- 
formance space, a rather large PA system 
set against the wall marks the area where 
courageous poets strut their stuff on Sun- 
day nights at the weekly open-mic poetry 
event. Aside from the cool chatter of the 
fulsome crowd ringing the “stage,” the 
Sapphic rhythms of the featured poets, and 
the frequently doddering but occasionally 
inspiring verse of the amateur readers, the 
Jeff Robinson Trio is on hand to provide a 
jazzy interlude between readings. Don’t be 
shy: this is the best place to bring your pri- 
vate pain. 

When Amazon Siam first came to 
Cambridge, founder/poet Ren Jender 
probably didn’t expect that it would earn 
such a huge following. Soon, lesbians and 
allies were coming in droves, with lines to 
get into Ryles stretching down the sidewalk 
in Inman Square. The best and most fear- 
less slam poets in town wowed the women 
who jammed both floors. As impossible as 
it sounds, the scene may even heat up 
more with the release of the movie Slam! 
The tradition continues on the last Sunday 
night of every month, with open mic sign- 
up beginning at 7 p.m. The smart ones 
come early — and the rest wait in line. 

Lizard Lounge, 1667 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge, (617) 547-0759; Amazon 
Slam at Ryles, 212 Hampshire Street, 
Cambridge, (617) 876-9330. 


Best comedy club 


Still a youngster in the local club scene, 
Improv Asylum has already made a big 
impression. Its acclaimed improv show fea- 
tures some of the most talented comedians 
in town, who are not only fast on their feet 
but indefatigable: they do five shows a 
weekend. The improvisations are based 
around ideas generated by audience mem- 
bers, who shout out improbably related 
details (a hospital! Bill Clinton! Pistachio ice 
cream!), and faster than lightning the troupe 
has a skit (Bill sneaks Monica ice cream 
after her tonsillectomy?). They bill their 
show as the most outrageous and innovative 
around and, for once, they’re not kidding. 
For nearly two decades, Nick’s 
Comedy Stop has been churning out 
yuks. Wednesday through Sunday, the 
shows here draw a crowd looking for low- 
cost amusement in the Theater District. 
Liquor and finger foods help keep spirits 
high in the huge second-story room, no 
matter who’s on-stage. Wednesdays are 
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Marian McPartland rk 
THURSDAY & FRIDAY, 5th - 6th a” . 


The first lady of jazz piano and Concord recording artist, brings her trio for a rare club visit. 


Brian Hughes ~.0%9%7 
TUESDAY, 10th ; 


Higher Octave jazz recording artist and one of Canada’s primo guitarists whose heroes include Wes Montgomery and 
Grant Green. Current CD titled One to One. 


L’AIR du TEMPS featuring Pierre Bardou’s Une Soiree Saravah 
WEDNESDAY, 11th * 8pm only 


The French Language Music Festival with Francoise Kucheida, vocals and Aram Sedefian, guitar and also Christian 


Combette, guitar and vocals. 


Rebecca Parris & Steve Marvin 
THURSDAY & FRIDAY, 12th - 13th 


One of Boston's best, The Jazz Times calls her “the true jazz singer with the soul of an entertainer.” Add special guest 
Steve Marvin, one of Boston’s top male jazz vocalist, plus an all-star group, and you have a very exciting show. 


The Al Dimeola Project 
TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY., 17th - 18th 


This rare club appearance will celebrate the release of his new TelArc CD The Infinite Desire. The band includes Gumbi 


Ortiz, Herman Romero, Ernie Adams, Al on guitars & synthesizers, and piano. - TBA 


The Manhattans featuring Gerald Alston & Blue Lovett 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 20th - 21st 


Still one of the best R&B soul groups in the business with a chain of gold records to their credit including Shining Star. 


Kendrick Oliver & The New Life Jazz Orchestra 
MONDAY, 23rd 


The second in a series of dates by this totally energetic and entertaining big band. 


Astral Project featuring Tony Dragady 
TUESDAY, 24th 


First Boston appearance for this straight ahead and swinging New Orleans based group featuring Tony on saxaphone, 
Steve Masakowsky on guitars, David Torkanowsky on piano, James Singleton on bass, and Johnny Vidacovich on drums. 


Valerie Stephens - Women of the Village 
WEDNESDAY, 25th 


Singer, poet and actress, she has produced this show with a collection of varied and talented performers. 


Larry Carlton See G49 


FRIDAY & SATURDAY, 27th - 28th 
Often referred to as the “musician’s musician” and the “guitarist’s guitarist,” this Grammy Award-winning player returns 
with his group for another Thanksgiving holiday weekend celebration. 


DECEMBER 


Tuck & Patti 
WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY, December 2nd - 3rd 


New Windham Hill CD just released Paradise Found. “Not since Ella Fitzgerald teamed up with Joe Pass has a guitar- 
and-vocal duo made pop-jazz as silky sounding as Tuck & Patti.” New York Times 


Show Times Reservations & Information 


unless otherwise stated CALL: (61 7) 562-4111 
TUESDAY through THURSDAY www.scullersjazz.com 


8 pm & 10 pm 
FRIDAY and SATURDAY FRAG ASTER, VL ASTER, 
scullers 


8 pm & 10:30 pm TOWER RECORDS e FILENE’S ¢ HMV 
SUNDAY 7 pm & 9 pm (617 or 508) 931 -2000 


We’re on the Web! www.ticketmaster.com 
Www : all ticket sales are final ¢ no refunds 
-scullersjazz.com programs are subject to change without notification 


www.scullersjazz.com 








38 NOVEMBER 6, 1998 THE BEST SUPPLEMENT TO THE BOSTON PHOENIX 


Arts & Entertainment 





READERS’ CHOICES from page 36 


open-mic night for aspiring young comics, 
but most shows feature touring pros like 
Steve Sweeney. Jay Leno got his start 
there, no doubt inspiring many locals to 
try to follow his path to fame. Nick’s can’t 
guarantee you instant success, but it can 
promise a good time. 

Improv Asylum, 216 Hanover Street, 
Boston, (617) 263-6887; Nick’s Comedy 
Stop, 100 Warrenton Street, Boston, (617) 
482-0930. 
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They’ve outlasted the roaring movement 
that spawned them (grunge, R.I.P.), mov- 
ing on to slightly more hooky but no less 
angry-sounding pastures. Letters to 
Cleo, who became local luminaries when 
Nirvana was still king, made national 
waves with Aurora Gory Alice, while the hit 
single “Here & Now” 
into a poster grrrl. Wholesale Meats and 


made Kay Hanley 


Fish coasted mostly on the coattails of their 
debut album. This period was followed by 
a hiatus to deal with shakeups in the roster 
and to find a new direction. Now it’s the 
late 90s and they’re older, wiser, and still 
rocking the town. Go showed that they 
could be nasty and melodic without so 
much angst, and with plenty of groove. 
Hanley is now a bona fide rock goddess; 
when she sings “Be my co-pilot,” plenty of 
fans would love to take her up on the offer. 
Thankfully, success hasn’t made them for- 
get their roots — they still make time for 
free shows at Downtown Crossing or the 
Hatch Shell, and the hometown crowd 
loves them for it. 





CHAPS is the elder statesman of the local gay scene. 
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Best har 


Frothy pints of Guinness, expertly pulled. 
Steaming fish and chips that could only be 
beaten by the piping hot shepherd's pie. 
And people having a good time from wall 
to wall. Heaven? No, the Burren. From 
all over the city, the young and young-at- 
heart come to the cozy room for good 
drinks, live music, and real warmth that 
comes from the Irish tradition of pub life 
being important to community. There’s no 
attitude here, so you can truly kick back 
and relax, eat food that will evoke memo- 
ries of childhood, and relish the foamy joys 
of adulthood. 

Bill’s Bar is definitely an eclectic 
hangout. Call them up and ask what they 
have on tap and they might not be able to 
tell you, but ask what that night’s music is 
and they’re all over it. In the course of a 
week — are you ready? — there’s hip- 
hop, ska, swing, and progressive rock. 
Sure, people actually drink, but they boo- 
gie and cruise, too. Popular with the col- 
lege crowd — all legal, of course — and 
local musicians, it’s a place to hang loose 
while being seen. 

The Burren, 247 Elm Street, Somerville, 
(617) 776-6896; Bill’s Bar, 5 Lansdowne 
Street, Boston, (617) 421-9678. 


Best dive bar 


A few years before interior remodeling 
transformed the Model Café from a 
crapulous dive in the heart of Allston/ 
Brighton to a better-looking crapulous dive, 
this drown-your-sorrows outpost seemed 


V-Star Classic 


1865 Revere Beach Parkway 
Everett, MA 02149 


Find us fast in the Bell Atlantic Yellow Pages 
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like one of the last real bars in the neigh- 
borhood. Not exactly working-class, the 
bar’s lacquered booths and cheap tablemats 
held two-dollar pitchers of Bud and craggy, 


disheveled barflies hardly able to sit upright. 


Just about every conversation you over- 
heard ended with the phrase “ya bum.” A 
short walk from the college student—orient- 
ed bars on Harvard Avenue, the Model 
became an attractive alternative for twen- 
tysomethings and rockers looking for better 
beer bargains than Bunratty’s had to offer 
and a way to avoid the obnoxious pukefests 
occurring between Cambridge Street and 
Comm Ave on weekend nights. Even 
though it now serves higher-quality beer, 
and the general age of its customers has 
dropped by half, the punkish folks who 
come here still kind of have that slumming, 
drug-addicted, depraved look — although 
more like the depraved-but-hip characters 
who appear in Richard Kern or Nick Zedd 
films than true hard-luck cases. 

Slinking through Cambridgeport at 
night used to be a slightly dangerous 
undertaking; about a hundred years ago 
you were just as likely to get a pipe 
wrapped around the back of your head as 
you were a good dose of factory-polluted 
evening air. No longer a grubby port town 
or a thug’s hangout, it still seems that way 
when you journey into the battered envi- 
rons of the Cambridgeport Saloon. 
Noisy with bad TV and worse music, too 
brightly lit, and pretty damn empty most 
of the time, the bar seems to have come 
straight out of a Bukowski novel, except 
for the dart boards and non-regulation- 
size coin-operated pool table. This is 
home for people who know they don’t 
belong in Cambridge, and Nowheresville 
for everybody else. If you’re traveling 
down Mass Ave some night in the vicinity 
of MIT looking to quench your thirst for a 
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buck or two, watch for the phalanx of 
Harley Davidson motorcycles often parked 
beneath the big yellow sign, stop, and 
enter through the thick, windowless door 
(in fact, come to think of it, the whole 
place is windowless). Don’t bother to look 
for an address in the phone book: it’s not 
listed. 

Model Café, 7 North Beacon Street, 
Brighton, (617) 254-9365; Cambridgeport 
Saloon, Mass Ave, Cambridge, no phone 


Best Irish pub 


In less than two years, the Burren has 
become a model of what the perfect bar 
should be: comfortable, friendly, and 
always lively. This world-class watering 
hole has made itself the hub of the local 
Irish music scene. If Celtic performers are 
passing through town, they’re sure to stop 
here, if for nothing else than the jam ses- 
sions that break out among the rank-and- 
file patrons, who often draw in the owners, 
too (well-known musicians themselves). 
Now, with its prominent placement in Next 
Stop, Wonderland, it’s sure to achieve leg- 
endary status. 

Just off the Financial District — hardly 
an entertainment hotspot — the Black 
Rose offers Irish music and food seven 
nights a week. Traditional songs are played 
nightly by locals who have been weaving 
their Celtic magic at the pub for five years 
now. But the younger generation gets its 
turn every weekend, when the band the 
Crossing plays covers of hits by Irish pop- 
sters like U2 and Hothouse Flowers. With 
plenty of beer on tap and music in the air, 
it’s the perfect place to loosen your tie and 
raise a glass to Eire. 
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The Burren, 247 Elm Street, Somerville, 
(617) 776-6896; The Black Rose, 
160 State Street, Boston, (617) 742-2286. 


@eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 


Best gay bar 


“All Roads Lead to Jacques” boasts the 
advertisement for this legendary gay club. 
One of the longest-operating gay bars in 
town, it’s certainly the most distinct. No 
homogenous Calvin Klein—wearing clubbies 
here. This hard-to-define bar is home to the 
last of the great female impersonators — 
among them Lakia Mondale and Mizery — 
as well as progressive-rock bands just 
beginning to make names for themselves. 





LETTERS TO CLEO: they've hit the big time, but haven’t forgotten their hometown fans 


That’s right alternative means music 
here. That fact that scruffy rockers can 
mingle with the Max Factor gals is the best 
evidence that the campy charm of the place 
endures. All roads, it seems, do lead to 
Jacques — and all types are welcome. 
Jacques’s only peer in longevity is 
Chaps, the kind of anti-trendy spot whose 
endurance is testimony to its loyal fans and 
its dedication to the community. For 20 
years, it’s been a gay haven with an eye 
toward variety. Piano show tunes, Latino 
beats, retro hits, happening house — it’s all 
here for a low-attitude crowd that spans the 
ages from just-legal to barely-moving. 
Twenty years from now, the college boys 
who groove to the current music now may 


Continued on page 40 
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RISTORANTE ITALIANO AND PIZZERIA 


The true flavor of Italy 


853 Main Street, 
Cambridge (near Central Square) 


617-876-4162 
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well find themselves enjoying their old 
favorites at retro night. It doesn’t seem 
impossible that Chaps will still be around to 
help them remember their boogie nights 

Jacques, 79 Broadway, Boston, (617) 
426-8092; Chaps, 100 Warrenton Street, 
Boston, (617) 695-9500 


@eeeeeseeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 


Best gay night 


The Lizard Lounge in Cambridge Com- 
mon isn’t necessarily what Buzz Boys think 
of as Big Gay Fun, but every Wednesday 
night, it’s home to the gay aesthetic, old 
(camp) and new (cutting-edge perfor- 
mance). What bills itself as “Marlene 
Loses It at the Lizard” — a provocative if 
unwieldy title — is an ever-changing 
cabaret lineup of performers, hosted by 
local musician and mini-celeb Rick Berlin. 
It’s a reminder that, yes, even gay people 
like to take off their dancing shoes and 
relax once in a while. Better yet, it’s a witty 
attempt to put the culture back in 
subculture. 

Of course, there are plenty of folks for 
whom sweat and sexiness are synonymous 
(and shirtlessness doesn’t hurt either). If 
shakin’ your groove thang — or watching 
someone else shake theirs — is what you 
crave from a night out, Sunday at Avalon/ 
Axis is your gay heaven. The clubs become 
Siamese twins for a night, together able to 
hold the population of a small town — a 
gyrating, frenzied small town, to be sure. 
Progressive pop pounds till the wee hours 
and cuties barely wait till they’re inside to 
shed a layer of clothing. For dance divas, 
it’s nothing short of throbbing bliss. 

Lizard Lounge, 1667 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge, (617) 547-1228; Avalon/Axis, 
15 Lansdowne Street, Boston (617) 
262-2424. 


Seeeeseeeeeseseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 


Some of our readers seemed in doubt that 
such a thing exists (“I wish I knew!” wrote 
one), but there are a couple of hot options 


a 





t,dance club night, (Avaland) and best ay night (Axis). 


for lesbians looking for a good time. 
SomePlace Else, the weekly Sapphic 
transformation of Ryles Jazz Club in Inman 
Square, is packed to the rafters with cool 
women from both sides of the river. Down- 
stairs, singer-songwriters and open-mic 
nights are the norm, while upstairs is for 
dancing with local DJs or guest appear- 
ances by touring performers. Crunchy veg- 
ans or lipstick ladies, there’s something 
and someone for every taste. 

H20 offers that amazing rarity mul- 
tiple lesbian nights at one location. The 
result has been a steady stream of women 
headed to the waterfront (despite a little 
incident with some disgruntled straight 
guests). Fridays are called vibe, a hip-hop 
and Latin bump-fest. Luscious Saturdays 
offer techno, house, and top 40 — and a 
mass of lesbians in search of Ms. Right. 
Sunday is a two-fer with a tea dance in the 
late afternoon and Ricochet, an evening of 
industrial alternative for riot grrrls. If this 
was a secret to some of our readers, hope- 
fully now the word is out. 

SomePlace Else at Ryles, 

212 Hampshire Street, Cambridge, (617) 
876-9330; H20, 148 Northern Avenue, 
Boston, (617) 542-2215. 


Best dance 
Club night 


North of the Charles River, tucked onto a 
side street in Central Square, ManRay 
manages to be as strangely diverse for a 
younger crowd as Jacques is for the older 
crowd. Attitude-free and without a dis- 
cernible niche, it’s a place where suburban 
boys in ball caps share the dance floor with @ 
goth victims trailing doom, while Simmons ¥ 
undergrads drink the house dry. Usually a 
venue for techno and house, ’80s new 
wave is thrown into the mix on Saturdays, 
and on Fridays it’s purely dungeon-style. 
Sexier than the Starr Report and much 
less likely to involve a baby boomer, the 
two-headed monster known as Avalon 
and Axis is Lust Central every weekend. 
Friday’s Techno Tribal Trance at Avalon 
(or Avaland, as it bills itself) and Spin 
Cycle next door offer various modes of 
house to hypnotize you and lower your 
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inhibitions. On Saturday, the alterna-world 
comes to Axis, wearing slinky black attire 
and shiny silver piercings for the body- 
bumping X Night. Together, these two 
hotspots are like romantic shopping malls. 
People are constantly checking out the 
goods and trying to bring home a real find. 

Man Ray, 21 Brookline Street, 
Cambridge, (617) 864-0400; Avalon/Axis, 
15 Lansdowne Street, Boston, (617) 


262-2424. 


eeeeeseeeeeeeeeseeeseseneeeseeeeeee 


Best retro night 


Blame it on the movie Swingers, but sud- 
denly every geek who can swivel his hips 
thinks he’s Dean Martin. Lounge is still 
cheesy, but now cheesy is cool. No sur- 
prise then that our readers are wild about 
Thursday nights at the Upstairs 
Lounge. The self-proclaimed first and 
best swing lounge in town, the North Sta- 
tion place attracts both die-hards — zoot- 
suit rioters — and people who barely think 
to throw on khakis. For beginners, lessons 
are offered on Sunday nights, so that you 
can at least look like you were into swing 
before it was cool. 

Retro is a funny term. For some, it 
means indulging in an era they can’t 
remember (the original swingers are all 
now using walkers) but for others, it’s the 
nostalgia for tunes popular when they were 
in high school. If the ’80s rocked you, 
whether by new-wave irony or early goth 
angst, Axis (upstairs) brings it back on 
Friday nights. If your memories stretch 
back to disco, then Chaps — a gay bar 
that played this music when it was new — 
offers an authentic throwback on Tuesdays. 
At straight and gay clubs alike, the revival 
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of retro begs a question: in 2010, will retro 
fans boogie to the Spice Girls? 

Upstairs Lounge, 65 Causeway Street, 
Boston, (617) 703-7364; Axis, 
13 Lansdowne Street, Boston, (617) 
262-2437; Chaps, 100 Warrenton Street 


Boston, (617) 695-9500 


Best jukebox 


It’s hard to know what a perfect jukebox 
would play to suit the average bar patron 
free-your-ass funk, rock classics, tears-in- 
your-beer country melodies? In some 
ways, it depends on the bar, your state of 
mind, and the number of drinks you’ve 
had. That’s why, regardless of your condi- 
tion, the jukebox at J.J. Foley’s Bar 
and Grill has a song to suit your mood 
and musical taste no matter the hour (or 
the alcohol blood level) you’ve reached. 
Johnny Cash and the Beatles trade verses 
with Radiohead and Yo La Tengo on most 
nights, and there are plenty of Motown 
favorites to keep even the most jaded cus- 
tomers from deep-sixing their neighbors. 
Although not quite a jukebox, the club 
known as Jukebox/Night Fever keeps 
the dance floor hopping with rocks hits 
from the ’50s through the ’80s. That’s 
more or less the business of the dollar- 
bill-swallowing, CD-playing machines 
you'll find in most bars — still a far cry 
from a real phonograph, of course, but at 
least they play music from the era of the 
45. Located in the Tremont Hotel, the 
Jukebox is actually two clubs sitting adja- 
cent to one another. Night Fever caters to 
the disco-loving masses: by playing dance 
hits from the ’70s and ’80s and using 
excessive wattage to power its lighted 
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dance floor. In the next room, the Juke- 


box’s American Graffiti-themed decor is 
guaranteed to satisfy the most avid sock 
hopper. 

J.J. Foley’s Bar & Grill, Downtown 
Crossing, Kingston Street, Boston, no 
phone; Jukebox Eight Track, 275 Tremont 
Street, Boston, (617) 542-4077 


Best happy hour 


“What? I didn’t think Boston had these 
anymore!” So complained one apparently 
deprived reader, whose skepticism is not 
unfounded. Most Beantown bars keep t« 
their miserly ways even before the evening 
rush hits. So, cross the river to 


Grendel’s, a little den that took its battle 
for a liquor license all the way to the 
Supreme Court. Emerging victorious, it 
passed the celebration along with daily 
happy hours two per day on weekends 
during which $3 drinks will get you 
appetizers for $2 (roughly half price). It 
may well be the happiest spot in Harvard 
Square. High spirits are also to be found 
on Pier Six (two over from the USS Con- 
stitution) in Charlestown, at Tavern on 
the Water — at least in fall and winter. 
During the months when it’s chilly outside, 
a comfortable mix of boat staff and just- 
off-work locals toast their leisure time 
together. There’s food (much of it, not 
surprisingly, from the sea) and bargain 


libations, all to be enjoyed in front of the 
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huge glass windows that offer the best view 
of Boston possible. 

Grendel’s, 89 Winthrop Street, 
Cambridge, (617) 491-1050; Tavern on the 
Water, 1 Pier 6, Charlestown, (617) 
242-8040. 


@eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseseoeeeeseeeeeeee 


Best after- 
hours spot 


At 4 a.m. Boston is like some Old West 
ghost town — even cabs are scarce along 
the empty streets. The only sign of life is 
the last of the sticky-faced customers leav- 
ing IHOP as it closes (briefly) for the 
night. As you night owls know, it’s the only 
game in town at this hour. College stu- 
dents especially dig it, seeing that $5 is a 
king’s ransom at IHOP. Though smoking 
has been banned, it’s still a big draw for 
those who enjoy a good self-induced syrup 
coma. The only drawback is that it closes 
at all 

What does it mean that so many reader 
cheered Caffé Vittoria as a late-night 
hangout? Sure, it’s a great place but it 
closes at 12 a.m. If midnight is late, then 
Bostonians deserve the Puritan label they 
get. Even so, it’s hard to disagree with a 
cozy North End spot like this, where thick 
creamy tiramisu is always in plentiful sup- 
ply. And, by some miracle, smoking is still 
allowed — that feature alone will keep the 
place busy. All in all, it’s a great place to 
chill out and sip a strong cup of coffee. 
Although if your bedtime really is mid- 
night, you might want to make that decaf. 

IHOP. 500 Comm Ave, Boston, (617) 


© 1998 UNIVERSAL CITY 
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859-0458; Caffe Vittoria, 296 Hanover 
Street, Boston, (617) 227-7606. 


Best place for pool 


Flat-Top Johnny’s is the kind of pool 
hall you could imagine being in a movie. 
Twelve pool tables stretch down through 
the spacious room, a sea of red velveteen 
providing momentary relaxation for the 
wanna-be hustlers between shots. Green- 
glass lamps hang over, the tables like some- 
thing out of The Hustler (or, maybe, the 
famed velvet painting of pool-playing 
dogs). Early evening, the day-job folks 
want to play so bad, they come over in 
their suits right after work; but as the night 
progresses, things get more casual. Con- 
versations get louder and happier as young 
hotshots eat, drink, and queue up. And if a 
seedy dive with shifty characters is your 
vision of a pool hall, don’t bother to come 
here — it’s not that kind of movie. 

Not much can compare with the magni- 
tude of Boston Billiard Club and its 
staggering 42 tables. Furnished to look as 
though Ralph Lauren decided to launch a 
pool-hall line, it’s pretty upscale, but not 
stuffy. Current music plays overhead and 
conversation roars. The customers span 
the seven ages of man (though not, pre- 
sumably, at the bar) and vary from corpo- 
rate types to Fenway-bound Joes. And 
surely no one can match this: if you want 
your own private party, BBC can accom- 
modate you and 350 of your closest 
friends. 

Flat-Top Johnny’s, 1 Kendall Square, 
Cambridge, (617) 494-9565; Boston 
Billiard Club, 126 Brookline Avenue, 
Boston, (617) 536-7665. 
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By Cruze 


HEN I ACCEPTED the posi- 

tion of program director at 

WENX in November 1997, I 

knew that it would be differ- 
ent from any radio station I had ever spun 
a disc at in my radio career. I was right, of 
course, but I don’t think I knew the half 
of it. 

In its 15th year of broadcasting, 
WENX stands literally alone in America as 
a true champion of alternative music. And 
while everyone seems to define alternative 
differently in 1998, it’s no secret that 
radio stations and record labels here in 
Boston, and 
around the coun- 
try, watch the 
WENX playlist 
closely to try to get 
a handle on what 
might be the “next 
big thing.” 

When ’FNX 
first began, there 
were very few 
radio stations giv- 
ing any airplay at 
all to alternative 
music. It was too 
“weird” for Top 40 
stations, too 
“underground” for 
rock stations, and 
not thought capa- 
ble of drawing a 
big enough audi- 
ence to support a 
commercial radio 
station. WFNX 
was one of just a 
handful of stations 
that were daring 
enough to play artists like the Smiths, the 
Cure, and the Clash. Those artists may 
not seem so daring these days, but com- 
mercial radio generally wanted nothing to 
do with them. And yet these artists won 
fans, released amazing music, and became 
some of the centerpieces of the early years 
of ’FNX. 

In the late ’80s and early ’90s, broad- 
casting companies began paying atten- 
tion to the success of stations like 
WENxX, and to the increasing record 
sales of the bands these stations played. 
A few more alternative stations popped 
up around the country, and by 1993, 
alternative radio was on fire. Stations 
were launched in virtually every city in 
America — fueled by the success of a 
new crop of alternative bands such as 
Pearl Jam, Nirvana, and Smashing 
Pumpkins, and by the fact that tradition- 
al radio formats continued to ignore 
these new bands as well. 

Before long, though, the success of 
these alternative stations began to bring 


We are not under 
pressure to 
be more 
conservative, OF tO | tion. We are not 
toe the line 
of a board of 
directors who 
don’t understand 
why the station 
would play songs wai” 
by some weird 
band called the 
Afghan Whigs. 


about changes in the more traditional 
format. Album-rock, Top 40, and even 
the mellower adult-contemporary stations 
began grabbing the biggest songs and 
artists from alternative and working them 
into their mixes faster than you could say 
Eddie Vedder. 

As alternative radio faced increasing 
competition, and as an aging rock station 
in Boston became a direct competitor to 
*FNX, large corporations began buying 
up most of the radio stations in America. 
Since large corporations don’t have the 
tendency to be particularly progressive or 
groundbreaking, most alternative stations 
took fewer and fewer chances, and the 
“corporate radio mentality” began to take 
hold. Most stations became more musi- 
cally conservative; some switched over 
entirely to formats that were easier for 
the CEOs of the big conglomerates to 
explain to their stockholders. 

So as WFNX celebrates its 15th 
anniversary, and as I celebrate the begin- 
ning of my second 
year as its program 
director, we are 
also celebrating our 
independent owner- 
ship. We are not a 
part of a large, pub- 
licly held corpora- 


under pressure to 
be more conserva- 
tive, or to toe the 
line of a board of 
directors who don’t 
understand why the 
station would play 
songs by some 
weird band called 
the “Afghan 


And as we cele- 
brate these wonder- 
ful, crazy, turbu- 
lent, unpredictable 
15 years, we are 
recommitting our- 
selves to our musi- 
cal mission. Of 
course, we'll still play the artists our lis- 
teners have come to know and love. 
You'll still hear Pearl Jam, the Cure, and 
Smashing Pumpkins on WFNX. But you 
are also certain to hear great new music 
that you’re not likely to hear anywhere 
else, especially on commercial radio. 
We'll continue to expose new artists, like 
Roni Size, Wildchild, David Garza, Mas- 
sive Attack, Ani DiFranco, Curve, Soul 
Coughing, and the Crystal Method. And 
yes, you’ll probably eventually hear these 
artists on other radio stations. But you'll 
hear them first on WFNX. And as the big 
corporate stations become more and 
more homogenized, we’ll continue to find 
ways to expose new music. 

So whether you hear us on 101.7 FM, 
or on the Internet, or by any of the other 
means that future technologies may pro- 
vide, you can be sure that we are com- 
mitted to remaining true to our name — 
“Boston’s real alternative.” % 


Cruze is the program director of WFNX. 


ROBERT ZAMMARCHI 
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BECK: his new Mutations proves he can’t be reduced to “Loser” or his other hip-hop-inflected ditties. 








OR FIFTEEN YEARS, WFNX has 
been staying ahead of the curve, 
pioneering a format that is now a 
radio-industry standard. If WFNX 
was the first commercial station where you 
heard the Pogues, Social Distortion, the 
Smithereens, Nirvana, and the Breeders — 
it hasn’t been an accident. The folks at 
WENX< have always had an ear out for the 
best of the new. The 59 artists we list here 
are fairly arbitrary — there are plenty of 
other great bands and singers that we’ve 
broken on Boston’s commercial airwaves 
and that we'd list if we had the room 
but it’s a representative sampling of where 
we’ve been and where we want to go. And 
where we want to take you. 





Beck’s “Loser” took over the airwaves in 
1993, a fluke indie single snapped up by 
DGC that before long was being compared 
to Bob Dylan’s “Subterranean Homesick 
Blues” — a contemporary talking blues 
with a pop-Esperanto hook, a Generation X 
signifier that the singer/songwriter was 
soon trying to disown. No wonder. Beck 
couldn’t be narrowed down to “Loser” or 
the other hip-hop-inflected ditties on Mel- 
low Gold (DGC, 1994). An appearance at 
the 1994 Boston Phoenix/WFNX Best 
Music Poll event (he was at Axis) was 
inconclusive: could this underage-looking 
four-track savant actually play? Odelay 





ands on the run 


(DGC, 1996) clinched it: a pop-savvy col- 
lection of hits that kept Beck on the radio 
all year (“Devil’s Haircut” and “Where It’s 
At” chief among them), it won Beck a cou- 
ple of Grammys and every readers’ and 
critics’ poll that mattered. He followed it up 
with Nudie suit—attired live shows that 
proved him a high-stepping showman and 
bandleader as well. And now comes the 
new Mutations, a collection of understated 
“straight” guitar-band tunes. For Beck, it’s 
just another bend in the road. 


Belly 


“Feed the Tree,” from Belly’s debut album, 
Star (Sire/Reprise), was one of 1993’s 
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perfect summer songs — a mix of melody 
and mystery that marked leader Tanya 
Donelly’s emergence from the shadow of 
her half-sister Kristen Hersh, with whom 
she’d performed in Throwing Muses since 
the mid-’80s. That single, a string of 
delightful live performances, and plenty of 
MTV airplay propelled Boston-based 
Donelly and her bandmates — including 
current L7 bassist Gail Greenwood — up 
the charts and onto the cover of Rolling 
Stone. Although their second CD, King, 
didn’t fare as well and Belly disbanded, 
Donelly remains a charming and creative 
artist whose 1997 solo debut, Lovesongs 
for Underdogs (Reprise), was one of that 
year’s best pop recordings. 


Big Bad Voodoo Daddy 


These zoot-suited hipsters were swinging 
around LA for four years before their 
appearance in the cult-hit indie movie 


Swingers made them a national touring act. 


They'd already self-released two albums 
(Big Bad Voodoo Daddy and Whatchu’ 
Want for Christmas) and butt-shaken their 
way into the hearts of City of Angels 
lounge scenesters by then. Now, with their 
major-label debut on Capitol Records — 
an all-new recording also called Big Bad 
Voodoo Daddy, released this past February 
— this outfit’s working the world with up- 
tempo, tongue-in-cheek update of swing- 
ing *40s and ’50s grooves. And they tore 
up the Esplanade at a WFNX Hatch Shell 
concert in ’98. Go, cats, go! 


Tracy Bonham 


This songwriting singer/violinist/ guitarist 
rocketed out of the Boston club scene. 
After a few months of playing around 
town, she signed a major deal with Island 
Records even before her debut EP on local 
label Cherrydisc — which contained the 
WENxX listener favorite “Dandelion” — 
was issued in 1995. A year later, Bonham 
was all over MTV with her alternative-rock 
hit “Mother Mother” (from the CD The 
Burdens of Being Upright); she toured with 
the likes of Everclear and pocketed a 
Grammy nomination. Her live perfor- 
mances have grown increasingly daring, 
and fans and members of the industry 
eagerly await her second full-length effort, 
which is due in 1999. 


The Breeders 


The Breeders, which started as a lark for ex- 
Pixies bassist Kim Deal and her pals Tanya 
Donelly, Josephine Wiggs, and Shannon 
Doughton, ended up becoming one of alter- 
native rock’s most influential second-genera- 
tion bands. Their underground debut, Pod 
(on 4AD in 1990), was eclipsed by 1993’s 
smash Last Splash (4AD/Elektra), on which 
Deal’s command of pop hooks and rock der- 
ring-do meshed to perfection in the hit “Can- 
nonball” — a song that was immediately 
embraced by WFNX and became a staple of 
the station’s playlist. By then Donelly had 
struck out on her own with Belly, replaced on 
guitar by Kim’s sister Kelley. And while 
there’s speculation about a Breeders reunion, 
Kim Deal seems to have moved on to other 
pop experiments. She most recently helmed 
the Amps, who released their first CD, Pacer 
(4AD/Elektra), in 1995. 


Continued on page 8 
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CHEMICAL BROTHERS: Oasis helped them rise to stardom, but Brothers Gonna Work It Out is all their own. 


BANDS from page 6 


This Sacramento, California—based band’s 
sound has been described as post-grunge, 
but that’s an oversimplification of their 
delirious sonic sprawl. On their albums 
Motorcade of Generosity and Fashion 
Nugget (both on Capricorn), Cake straddle 
the netherworld between funk, hard rock, 
country, and R&B. It’s as if this quartet 
had sampled and digested every genre of 
American pop music to derive its own 
enigmatic distillation. The downside is that 
Cake’s character is somewhat transparent, 
but energy and hard work will out. 


Chemical Brothers 


Their new remix album, Brothers Gonna 
Work It Out (Freestyle Dust/Astralwerks), 
might sound like a spontaneous trip-hop 
collision of rap, rock, and rapturous elec- 


tronics, but partners Tom Rowlands and 
Ed Simons have been working toward this 
rave-up CD since they met as students at 
Manchester University in 1991. Both were 
laboring as DJs when their eclectic musical 
tastes ignited their friendship. They soon 
began collaborating on creating mixes in 
makeshift bedroom studios to supplement 
their income. Suddenly, they found them- 
selves in demand for their original assem- 
blages and remixes. Their stardom was 
assured in 1996 when they recorded “Set- 
ting Sun,” with Oasis’s Noel Gallagher on 
vocals, and opened for Oasis at England’s 
famed Knebworth stadium. 


Cherry Poppin’ 
Daddies 


Back when Nirvana were putting the fin- 
ishing touches on their Sub Pop debut, 
Bleach, another trendsetting Northwestern 


band set off in what was a rather unusual 
direction for 1989. Oregon’s Cherry Pop- 
pin’ Daddies took the jump-blues of the 
’40s as the blueprint for their raucous, 
horn-driven sound and got going early on 
what would blossom into a popular new 
genre encompassing bands like Squirrel 
Nut Zippers and Big Bad Voodoo Daddy. 
And though the music they’ve helped pop- 
ularize through last year’s Zoot Suit Riot 
(the band’s first nationally distributed 
album, for Mojo) keeps getting called 
“swing,” the effect is pure Cab Calloway. A 
nice respite from too much brooding 
grunge. 


Cracker 


Cracker songwriter/singer David Lowery 
may hate his generation, but he’s always 
seemed to love himself. Right from his 
earliest days of recording, with ’80s 
underground heroes Camper Van 
Beethoven, he’s made music that was 


downright narcissistic — so cynical, 
informed, and daring that it risked losing 
everyone who wasn’t in the band. Oblique 
— or at least evasive — lyrics aside, 
Camper’s blend of country, hardcore 
punk, folk music, and world beat remains 
far ahead of its time and well outside the 
envelope. Cracker may be more sonically 
conservative, but judging from the senti- 
ments expressed in songs like “I Hate My 
Generation” and “Dixie Babylon” — both 
on Cracker’s definitive 1996 CD The 
Golden Age (Virgin) — Lowery is far 
from losing his edge. 


The Cranberries 


In a flash — or at least the space of two 
albums — the Cranberries transformed 
themselves from a gentle-sounding rock 
band with roots in Irish folk music into a 
stridently political group making a grinding 
statement about the English occupation of 
their homeland. Compare their debut sin- 





ECHO AND THE BUNNYMEN: following their own star, oblivious to industry trends. 


gle, “Dreams,” to their smash “Zombie” 
(from 1994’s No Need to Argue) to hear 
that evolution at its most dramatic. The 
Cranberries have yet to release a follow-up 
to 1996’s To the Faithful Departed 
(Island). Meanwhile, rumors persist about 
singer Dolores O’Riordan’s striking out on 
a solo career. 


Sheryl Crow 


A lot of us have been Sheryl Crow fans 
ever since we heard her play at the Boston 
Phoenix/WFNX Best Music Poll celebra- 
tion in 1994. She sang and played her 
heart out — and seemed to be wearing 
said organ on her sleeve. And her songs 
have just gotten better since then. “If It 
Makes You Happy,” from 1996’s Sheryl 
Crow (A&M), is the most deliciously 
catchy slice of old-school powerhouse 
rock we’ve heard in years. And her new 
The Globe Sessions (A&M) is, for her, a 
confessional milestone carved from more 
than a decade in the popular-music 
industry, beginning with her gig singing 
backup for Michael Jackson. If Jackson’s 
fortunes keep spinning as they have, 
maybe he’ll be singing behind Crow on 
her next CD. 


The Crystal Method 


It took a pair of Las Vegas expatriates 
working out of their own two-car-garage 
studio in Glendale, California, to do it, 
but by late 95 the rave underground 
finally experienced electronica American- 
style, thanks to the Crystal Method’s 
club-hit single “Now Is the Time.” From 
Mazda Miata and Gap commercials to 
Garbage remixes to MTV’s Amp compila- 
tion, the Crystal Method have made 
themselves as dominant a presence in the 
realm of techno duos as their British ana- 
logue, the Chemical Brothers. By ’97, 
Method men Ken Jordan and Scott Kirk- 
land had signed via the LA indie electron- 
ica label City of Angels to Geffen’s Out- 
post imprint and were gearing up to join 
the Chemicals on the American airwaves 
with the infectious techno-rock of tracks 
like “Comin’ Back” and “Busy Child,” 
from their debut full-length album Vegas. 
Electronica would never again be consid- 
ered a purely British thing. 


Echo and the 
Bunnymen 


These survivors of the early-’80s New 
Wave movement still have a lot of vinegar, 
as recent reunion tours and recordings 
prove. But thankfully, they’ve never backed 
off playing their old hits — numbers like 
“The Cutter,” “Killing Moon,” and “Lips 
Like Sugar” — which still resonate in the 
sound of contemporary bands like the 


Catherine Wheel and, locally, the Sheila 
Devine. lan McCulloch remains a gifted 
songwriter and front man, and guitarist 
Will Sergeant has stayed the course as his 
equally talented instrumental foil. Together 
they seem oblivious to the trends of the 
industry and committed to following their 
music’s beckoning wherever it may lead. 


Ani DiFranco 


If you’ve not yet seen Ani DiFranco, it’s 
your own fault. Now in her mid-20s, 
DiFranco has been touring since she 
reached adulthood. In the process she’s 
turned her own indie label, Righteous 
Babe, into a cottage industry and built an 
audience large enough to support her as 
a headliner in venues like Great Woods, 
where she played this summer. Her latest 
album, Little Plastic Castle, still finds her 
struggling with the same issues of youth 
and identity as usual, but rejoicing in the 
sound of the full band she adopted sever- 
al years ago, after emerging from the cof- 
feehouse circuit. Although DiFranco’s 
image is clouded by a light haze of con- 
troversy — she seemingly flip-flopped 
from lesbianism to heterosexuality, or at 
least bisexuality, a few years back — she 
remains an artist with a broad humanistic 
agenda in the folk-steeped tradition of 
Phil Ochs, Utah Phillips, and the leg- 
endary Joe Hill. 


Everlast 


In case you’ve forgotten, Everlast is not 
just a brand of boxing shorts but also the 
name of the former front man for hip-hop 
troubadours House of Pain. On this year’s 
Whitey Ford Sings the Blues (Tommy Boy), 
he creates a pugnacious melding of the rap 
and rock worlds, mixing slamming back- 
beats with metal-edged guitars. The CD’s 
single, “What It’s Like,” pairs strong social 
commentary with a high-energy perfor- 
mance befitting a rising star. And for street 
cred, Guru, Sadat X of Brand Nubian, and 
Cypress Hill’s Sen Dog all show their love 
on various cuts. 


Eve 6 


Two-thirds of Los Angeles—based trio 

Eve 6 were still high-school students when 
they signed a major-label deal in 1996. 
RCA wisely nurtured these new kids — 
literally! — on the block through the “dif- 
ficult years,” and a surprisingly mature 
songwriting style results on the group’s 
eponymous debut, released earlier this 
year. Still too young to drink legally, Eve 6 
have scored with the insistent singles 
“Inside Out” and “Leech,” continuing the 
youthful assault on alternative rock led by 
forebears like Green Day and MxPx. 


Continued on page 10 
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BANDS from page 9 


Trivia: the band takes its name from an X- 


Files episode. 


Foo Fighters 


Out of the ashes of Nirvana, drummer- 
turned-guitarist David Grohl rose like 
one of the early Cold War—era UFOs that 
gave the band its name. Hooks, high 
energy, and often-inspired lyrics have 
yielded a string of hits from Grohl’s 
group, from the debut burst “This Is a 
Call” on 1995’s Foo Fighters (Roswell/ 
Capitol) to “Monkey Wrench” on the Gil 
Norton—produced 1997 follow-up The 
Colour and the Shape (Roswell/Capitol). 
Although guitarist Pat Smear has left Foo 
Fighters, repercussions in the band’s 
sound or strategic approach are unlikely, 
since their debut album was essentially 
recorded by Grohl alone. So much for all 
those drummer jokes. 


Garhage 


Irony was surely at work when the three 
seasoned studio hands who founded this 
band including Nirvana producer 
Butch Vig on drums chose its name. 
These guys already knew how good they 
were. But did they know how much bet- 
ter the addition of Scottish singer Shirley 
Manson would make them when they 
spotted her singing with her earlier 
group, Angelfish, on MTV? Who could 
have predicted the beguiling power of 
singles like “Only Happy When It 
Rains,” “Stupid Girl,” or “Queer” (all 
from their 95 debut, Garbage, on Almo 
Sounds), or the seductive power of the 
electro-organic blend of “I Think I’m 
Paranoid” and “Push It” (from this 
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GREEN DAY: staying loyal to the loud ’n’ fast arena-punk aesthetic. 





year’s Version 2.0)? If this is Garbage, 
then it’s true that one person’s trash is 
another’s treasure. 


The Gin Blossoms’ story is bittersweet. 
Banding together in 1989, the group strug- 
gled to find a niche for their hooky pop 
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songwriting, heavy on sentiment and short 
on the punk aggression that was an under- 
current of much early- through mid-’90s 
rock. Nonetheless, “Hey Jealousy” was a 
breakthrough hit in 1993, and their subse- 
quent CD, New Miserable Experience 
(which yielded the hit “Till I Hear It From 
You”), sold two million copies. But the 
group had an ugly falling-out, resulting in 
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the ouster of one of their main songwriters 
— who subsequently died from alcoholism. 
(All the band had at one time been serious 
drinkers: hence their name, a slang term 
for discolorations of the skin that come 
with acute alcoholism.) After struggling 
through another CD, which stiffed, the Gin 
Blossoms disbanded in December 1997. 


Green Day 


The standard-bearers of punk-pop sur- 
prised just about everybody this year by 
releasing an acoustic guitar—driven single, 
“Good Riddance (Time of Your Life),” that 
went up the charts. What ever happened to 
the good old days of triggering mayhem on 
the Esplanade (at a 1994 WFNX concert)? 
Fear not — there’s still plenty of vitriol on 
their latest CD, Nimrod (Reprise). And 
singer/guitarist Billie Joe Armstrong, 
bassist Mike Dirnt, and drummer Tré Cool 
stay loyal to the loud ’n’ fast aesthetic on- 
stage. Arena-punk might seem like a con- 
tradiction to some, but with their big sing- 
along choruses and cheerful cynicism, 
Green Day make a convincing argument 
for its validity. 


PJ Harvey 


Polly Jean Harvey and her band are one 
of the most daring ensembles in contem- 
porary rock. Her songs celebrate an 
almost feral sexuality and a host of emo- 
tions bordering on the primal; her 
group’s sound balances the drive of punk 
rock with a kind of expansive texturalism 
that embraces everything from the Birth- 
day Party to Pere Ubu and Pink Floyd. 
Following the nakedly pained perfor- 
mances on early CDs such as Dry 


Continued on page 12 
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BANDS from page 10 


(Island, 1992), 1995’s To Give You My 

Love (Island) marked her evolution from 
punk introvert to blazing experimenter. 
This year’s /s This Desire 


that vein, delivering fang-bearing human 


’ continues in 


truths wrapped in seductive sonics. 


A graduate of Glenn Branca’s teeth-rat 
tling all-guitar orchestras, Helmet leader 
Paige Hamilton runs a tight ship on a voy- 
age in search of the nastiest harmonics 
available in the metal-edged six-string 
palette. Through unison playing, repetition 
of beats and licks, and alternate tunings, 
the band explores the ghost voices that 
emerge from overtones and the grooves 
that are implied when instruments re-cre- 
ate the sound of raw thunder. That’s been 
Helmet’s game plan on all their albums 
but one, 1994’s Betty (Interscope), on 
which Hamilton experimented with overt 
hooks and melody. Indeed, when The 
Daily Show’s Craig Kilborn referred to 
modern music’s celebration of “the death 
of melody,” it was perhaps music like Hel- 


met’s that he had in mind 


Is it necessary to say that Courtney Love is 
the most riveting female rock talent to 
emerge in the 90s? Hole’s 1994 album 
Live Through This (DGC ) will enter the 
annals of music as a classic album. It’s full 
of vitriol, pain, want, and love and 
some of the rawest guitar and vocal perfor- 
mances ever blasted to tape. “Violet,” 
“Miss World,” “Asking for It,” “Doll Parts” 
— all brilliant. So if the new, strong 
Celebrity Skin doesn’t hit the same high 


Welcome to. 


NT TO THE BOSTON PHOENIX 


mark . . . well, how often has Dylan deliv- 
ered a Blonde on Blonde or Highway 61 
Revisited? That Love can be spoken of in 
the same breath as Dylan is itself a tribute. 


dane’s Addiction 


If you didn’t see Jane’s Addiction on-stage, 
you missed one of the greatest live bands 
of the alternative-rock era. Or should I say, 
you missed one of the alternative-rock 
era’s greatest bands, live? Either way, 
sorry. But you can still catch up on their 
terrific albums, such as Nothing's Shocking 
(Warner Bros., 1988) and their career- 
defining Ritual De Lo Habitual (Warner 
Bros., 1990), which spawned the singles 
“Jane Says” and “Been Caught Stealing,” 
respectively. On stage with Jane’s, hippie 
love-poet Perry Farrell became rock’s most 
dynamic presence since — perhaps — Jim 
Morrison. His shit was that heavy. But 
Farrell’s music and attitude displayed a 
cultural savvy deeper than that of most 
artists. He founded the alt-rock touring 
festival Lollapalooza, which has — at least 
for the present — changed the way large 
concert tours are packaged. Few artists 
have had such a tangible impact on the 
music industry. 


Jesus Jones 


The beauty of being in a band that depends 
this heavily on sampled sounds is that one 
can play live and still claim to be perform- 
ing all the parts of the songs — even if 
that simply involves pushing buttons and 
using keyboards as triggers. (Remember a 
high-energy Boston Phoenix/WFNX Best 
Music Poll Jesus Jones gig at the Orpheum 
where the bass player’s hands were off his 
instrument for much of the set, yet some- 
how he miraculously kept playing? Proba- 
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bly telepathy.) That said, the audacious 
Jesus Jones bring a bright 

Pollock sensibility to their dan 

pop tunes. And if this yea 
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nearly 10 years ago 


Lenny Kravitz 


This singer/guitarist’s recent album Five 
(Virgin) just went gold selling 500,000 
copies nationally. Not bad for an artist 
who's taken constant critical lambasting 
for the derivative nature of his material 
ever since his 1989 debut, Let Love Rule 
(Virgin), and its Hendrix-heavy single 
“Are You Gonna Go My Way.” Sure, 
Kravitz isn’t the most original guy 
around, but if anyone’s going to mine the 
‘60s and reclaim its golden nuggets for 
the *90s, let it be him. Why? Because his 
music rocks like hell and he invests every 
ounce of his energy into his perfor- 
mances. Plus, Kravitz was once married 
to the beautiful Lisa Bonet. Doesn’t that 
count for something? 


Marilyn Manson 


David Bowie has been one-upped as the 
ultimate synthetic rock god. And, like 
Bowie, Marilyn Manson delivers. The 
sound of angst, identity confusion, and 
disconnection has rarely been captured as 
well or as consistently as on 1996's 
Antichrist Superstar (a buzzing universe 
awash in sonic darkness) and on this year’s 
glam-soaked freak-fest Mechanical Ani- 
mals (both on Trent Reznor’s Nothing 
label). Skip the autobiography and stick to 


NINE INCH NAILS’ Trent Reznor keeps his hand in the new-rock gene pool. Continued on page 14 
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BANDS from page 13 


the music, as the relentlessly hyping Man- 
son himself should have done. It’s there 
that he delivers his aptly bleak vision of 
our cowardly new world. 


Massive Attack 


If Tricky’s mumbling, murky delivery does- 
n’t seem to be all it claims, try Massive 
Attack’s most recent album, Mezzanine 
(Virgin), for a heady dose of what great 
trip-hop can be. Dark, compelling, and 
imbued with the ability to transport listen- 
ers “to anutha zone,” as recent trip-hop 
convert Dr. John might put it, Mezzanine 
is the music’s most solid state-of-the-craft 
document. Surprising, considering that 
Massive Attack’s members fight like snakes 
and mongooses. But perhaps within their 
conflict lies the mechanism that ignites 
their creative fires. 


Sarah McLachlan 


Canadian singer/songwriter Sarah 
McLachlan might be fumbling toward 
ecstasy, but as a best-selling performer and 
the architect of the Lilith Fair, she’s cer- 
tainly heading toward fabulous wealth. 
Songs like “Building a Mystery” and 
“Angel,” from last year’s Surfacing 
(Arista), reveal her genius for evocative 
lyrics and ethereal, often gossamer-like 
arrangements. She’s helped transport New 
Age into the realm of pure-spirited pop. 


Meat Puppets 


Here’s a group that’s had a truly weird tra- 
jectory. Their early albums on SST and 
their constant get-in-the-van touring 
through the ’80s and early ‘90s revealed a 
marijuana-stoked bunch of Southwestern 
ragamuffins intent on wedding punk rock 
to the Grateful Dead aesthetic — a jam 
band that played with the intensity of the 
Minutemen in their best moments. 
Embraced as heroes by Kurt Cobain and 
now reinvented as a quirky pop outfit, the 
Meat Puppets soldier on like Henry 
Rollins: still-energized veterans of punk’s 
DIY heyday, still intent on raising hell and 
doing it on their own terms. 


Midnight Oit 


These Australian pub-rock politicians may 
never again achieve as potent a mix of 
music and message as they did on their 
visceral classics 10, 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1 
and Diesel & Dust, but they’re gonna bleed 
their guts out trying. Their brand-new 
Redneck Wonderland (Sony) has tunes like 
“White Skin Black Heart,” the most pow- 
erful hate letter a 90s band has written to 
race-baiting politicians. And “Seeing Is 
Believing” grieves not only for our soiled 
earth, but also for the way we’ve polluted 
the human spirit through the relentless 
exploitation of, well, everything. Achieving 
a balance between rocking and delivering a 


Continued on page 16 
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/ message is a tricky proposition, but Mid- 





night Oil have made a career of suc ceeding 






Mi 
: at just that 


The Mighty Mighty 
Bosstones 


Boston’s unofficial ambassadors to the 





known universe, the Mighty Mighty Bos- 
stones are the pioneers of the current ska 
punk scene and one of the best live groups 
currently stomping the boards. In recent 
years, they've also become canny lyricists 
who've woven their humanist inclinations 
into their songs especially on 1996's 
platinum CD Let’s Face It (Mercury), 
where they also widened their embrace of 


— 


melody. Long dedicated to promoting 
racial harmony and legitimately concerned 
for the well-being of their audiences, the t 
Bosstones turn their shows into hard- 
skankin’ love fests. The sound of those cel- 





ebrations is documented on their just- 
released CD Live from the Middle East 
(Mercury), which was cut at the Cam 


f the 


, 
bridge club of same name during last 


year’s annual Christmas-season “Home 


town Throwdown” 1 series of concerts 
he Bosstones hold to thank the local fans 
who gave them their start 


Nine Inch Nails 


The career of Trent Reznor, the master- 
mind behind Nine Inch Nails, is one of the 
wonders of the contemporary rock world. 
He has become a superstar on the basis on 
a handful of EPs and two albums: 1989’s 
Pretty Hate Machine (TVT) — the first 
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recording to truly bring industrial music to 
the mainstream and 1994’s lush The 
Downward Spiral (Nothing/TVT/Inter- 
scope). And although he hasn’t toured in 
several years, the heavy, heady feel of Nine 
Inch Nails’ live concerts is nearly untouch- 
able. Nonetheless, Reznor wisely injects 
himself into the celebrity sections of pop- 
culture magazines and keeps his hand in 
the new-rock gene pool by operating his 
Nothing label, producing great CDs like 
Marilyn Manson’s Antichrist Superstar, and 
dabbling in film music (his soundtrack for 
David Lynch’s Lost Highway is a creepy 
marvel). Not bad for a kid from Ohio. 


Nirvana 


What can be said about the band that 
launched a thousand dreams and then 
shattered them when its visionary leader, 
Kurt Cobain, put a shotgun to his head? 
God rest his weary soul, and, thanks, Kurt, 
for once again giving us the belief that 
rock and roll can change the world . . . no 
matter how briefly the light of that belief 
flickered before it died with you. Some- 
times, on a good day, it flickers still. 


No Doubt became the little California ska- 
punk band that could when singer Gwen 
Stefani joined and the group’s collective 
writing yielded 1995’s multimillion-selling 
Tragic Kingdom (Trauma). Right from the 
first chorus of the hit “I’m Just a Girl,” 
which introduced Gwen to WFNX listeners 
and the world, it was obvious something 
exciting was happening. Stefani’s strych- 
nine-dipped message of female empower- 
ment still sounds like a rallying cry three 
years later. The rest of Tragic Kingdom 
didn’t yield anything that rang as true as 
“I’m Just a Girl,” but Stefani has held onto 
her stardom: dating Gavin Rossdale, mov- 
ing toward an acting career, looking more 
like Madonna every month. Their next 
album will test No Doubt’s chart-staying 
power — impossible to judge based on 





today’s high-turnover alternative-rock 
landscape, yet impossible to write off in 
the face of Stefani’s charisma. 


America needed hardly any time to wake 

up to Oasis in the summer of 1995, when 
(What’s the Story) Morning Glory (Epic) 
arrived like a hydrogen bomb launched 

from England’s shores. Oasis’s second 

album made the Gallagher brothers inter- 
national superstars, as famous throughout 
the world for brawling among themselves 

as they are locally for their fistfight with a 
Boston band at the old Bunratty’s on one 

of their earliest US gigs. Nonetheless, they 
have handily eclipsed the defunct Stone : 
Roses as England’s latest stab at pop 

genius, even if last year’s CD, Be Here 

Now (Sony), wasn’t quite as big a smash 

as Morning Glory. Although the British i 
tabs still haggle monthly over which broth- 

er will split the band, don’t be surprised if 
Oasis have at least one more pop master- 
piece left in them. 


Offspring 


Sure, Offspring’s arena-playing days came 
and went quickly — at least outside their 
California stronghold. But somehow one 
can’t image these punks really giving a 
damn. Their 1994 hit single, “Come Out 
and Play,” seemed a melody-drenched 
fluke more than anything; and when their 
album, Smash (Epitaph), sold more than a 
million copies, nobody professed more sur- 
prise than they did. A few years and a few 
albums later, Offspring are still dispensing 
their politically informed punk rock, still 
skanking to a hardcore-cum-reggae blend 
of rhythms, still as dependably Offspring 
as they were before their flash of big- 
league fame. 


% 


Pearl Jam 


Few bands today sound as distinctly Amer- 
ican as Pearl Jam. And it’s not just because § 


Continued on page 23 
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of the nouveau-retro sound they offered 
with their breakthrough hit “Jeremy” from 
1991’s Ten (Sony) or their talent for turn- 
ing heavy-metal clichés into hook-ridden 
virtues. There’s something in Eddie Ved- 
der’s voice and skewed viewpoint that sug- 
gests a rugged individualist in the John 
Wayne school — one man shouting about 
what he believes in, democracy in action at 
its most elemental level. And, miraculously, 
no amount of Eastern mystical music or 
industry shit-flinging (the band’s battle 
with Ticketmaster) or strife (the replace- 
ment of a drummer) has stifled Pearl Jam’s 
ambitions, musical or otherwise. There’s 
something distinctly American in that, too. 


The Pixies 


Anyone who doesn’t believe that alternative 
rock started in Boston needs to listen to 
the Pixies’ 1987 Come On Pilgrim (4AD), 
because it all began with Charlie Thomp- 
son — oops, Black Francis — screaming 
his lungs out into a microphone in an old 
warehouse-turned-studio in the South 
End. The band refined its style, but not its 
substance, as it went on. Lobster is lobster, 
whether it’s boiled, steamed, or flavored 
with garlic and scallions. And the Pixies 
gave us lobster for half a decade. Kurt 
Cobain would tell you so if he were still 
around. It’s a shame that Frank Black 
doesn’t get the credit or fame he deserves 
for birthing what became the sound of ’90s 
rock. Maybe if he’d stop changing his 
name... 


The Pogues 


The band that originally called itself Pogue 
Mahone — Gaelic for “kiss my ass” — is 
gone now, dissipated by alcoholism and 
dissent and marriage (Cait O’Riordan to 
Elvis Costello). Occasionally Shane 
McGowan, the singer who was drummed 
out for drink, resurfaces to rave through a 


THE POGUES: too drunk to live. 
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performance here or there. And the threat- 
ened reunions sometimes happen. But the 
liquor-soaked romanticism of albums like 
1984’s Red Roses for Me (Stiff) and ’85’s 
Rum Sodomy & the Lash (Stiff/MCA) now 
seem like the product of a more carefree 
era. On second thought, perhaps the 
Pogues were always just what they seemed 
— a band out of time, bound by no rules 
except the beauty of fucking with tradition, 
mixing their punk and Irish folk cocktails 
until even the ghosts that flitted along to 
their perverse jigs and reels got too drunk 
to stay at the party. 


Porno for Pyros 


After recuperating from the surprise suc- 
cess of Jane’s Addiction (which didn’t 
exactly have the healthiest impact on his 
drug intake), and from the even bigger 
surprise of Lollapalooza, Perry Farrell 
decided it was time to test his theory that 
people would buy and listen to anything he 
had to offer, no matter how ill-conceived. 
His new band, Porno for Pyros, quickly 
became a vehicle for Farrell’s professional 
dabbling in everything from social criticism 
to paranormal psychology to Eastern mys- 
ticism to the Hawaiian surf. But even with 
all that bullshit baggage, Farrell’s still a 
classic shtick-man with a yen for novelty 
hits, which is exactly what made “Pets” 
such a great song. 


Propellerheads 


If the Crystal Method were America’s 
answer to the Chemical Brothers, the Pro- 
pellerheads are England’s answer back. A 
techno-sawy duo with one foot on the DJ 
dance floor and the other kicking it so old 
school (as in James Bond theme songs) 
that they actually got Shirley Bassey to 
sing a tune, Propellerheads threw their 
samples into the Big Beat arena with the 
appropriately titled decksanddrumsan- 


Continued on page 24 
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Internships: 


So everyone in town has a great internship 
available for you. No surprise. When most 
businesspeople start doing their own faxing, they 
start thinking “isn’t there some college sap who 
would love to do this?” In their minds, hours at a fax 
machine builds character — it’s a great internship. 













We don't feel that way. 





The Phoenix Media/Communications Group has 
internship opportunities for communications oriented 
students who are eager to work and learn. If you're 
interested in print media, the Boston Phoenix, 
STUFF Magazine, STUFF@night, and 
Tele-Publishing have openings in 
Marketing/Promotions, Advertising Sales, 
Graphic Design, Finance, MIS, and the Internet. 
















WFNxX, Boston’s Real Alternative, is looking for 
production, on-air, research and music 
programming, engineering, and online interns. 












Yeah, we’ve got some faxing and copying, too. 
But having interned ourselves, we know that this 
type of stuff has limited value to you. 

So we'll keep it to a minimum. 

Heck, we'll be doing a good bunch of it ourselves. 








So if you have some good writing and communica- 
tions skills, have a bit of a funky attitude and want 
to learn, talk to us. 











Get some experience. Real experience with a 

company employers will recognize and respect 
on a resume. 

The Phoenix Media/Communications Group. 


Pheeanix 
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Tele-Publishing 









For more information, call 
the Internship Coordinator 
at 617.536.5390 
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drockandroll (DreamWorks). Cameos by 
De La Soul and the Jungle Brothers helped 
drive home the point that hip-hop really 
isn’t what Propellerheads are cut out fo 


Rage Against the 
Machine 


This band embodied all the contradictions 
of politically active rock right from their 
first album. The cover was a news photo of 
a Vietnamese Buddhist monk immolating 
himself, gas can nearby (on the back cover, 
near the licking flames). The photo revived 
political outrage, but it was also an outra- 
geous selling point. The label for these 
anti-capitalist subversives was Epic, a divi- 
sion of Sony. Their brilliant guitarist, Tom 
Morello, is Harvard-educated. What’s 
more, folks knocked them as Bad Brains 
rap-metal rip-offs. And yet who can forget 
the fury and precision of their perfor- 
mances, vocalist Zack de la Rocha’s teeth- 
gnashing delivery and (at their Boston 
debut at the Paradise) spontaneous back- 
flips into the audience, Morello’s scratch- 
miming guitar orchestrations, and their 
headbanging start-stop rhythms? They 
never lost that fire. 


Save Ferris 


Born in the same fertile environs as No 
Doubt, this Orange County, California, 
third-wave ska-pop septet added a touch of 
swing to its sound to update Dexy’s Mid- 
night Runners’ “Come On Eileen.” Led by 
guitarist/songwriter Brian Mashburn and 
perky femme vocalist Monique Powell, 
Save Ferris also scored radio airplay with 
an all-ages anthem (“Under 21”) and “The 
World Is New,” from their 1997 debut, /t 
Means Everything (Epic). 


Brian Setzer 


From Stray Cat to elder statesman of the 
new wave of jumpin’ jive, guitarist/singer 
Brian Setzer has remained a consistently 
retro kind of guy. A trend-bucker. A pom- 
padoured troubadour who’s worn his heart 
on his six-string and refused to stop listen- 
ing to the beat. What’s surprising is that 
despite his status as a veteran — “Rock 
This Town” was a hit back in 1982 — Set- 
zer has the hippest take on the trendy 
swing thing. Rather than aping the combo 
sound of outfits like Bill Doggett’s group 
or Louis Jordan’s Tympany Five, he’s put 
revved-up guitar over the top of a swinging 
big band, applying more octane than previ- 
ously brought to the genre, with the possi- 
ble exception of pioneer T-Bone Walker. 
And you all know who he is, right? 


Roni Size 


Mixmaster Roni Size is a big guy in the 
electronica scene. His label, Full Cycle, 
typi ally releases the work of some of 
Europe’s hottest DJs, like Krust and Suv. 
His “It’s a Jazz Thing” set a new mark for 
sampling wizardry with its mix of jazz, 
soul, rock, and Jamaican rhythms. And his 
1997 full-length New Forms remains the 
blueprint for esoteric turntablists with an 
inclination to broaden their palette to 
include virtually all the world’s music. 
Think of Size as the decade’s most com- 


bustible aural melting pot and quite 





likely the next electro-beat superstar. 


Smashing Pumpkins 


Despite their commercial success, it’s easy 
to picture Smashing Pumpkins mastermind 
Billy Corgan as the “rat in a cage” he sang 
about on “Bullet with Butterfly Wings.” 
Maybe it’s the feral squeak of his voice or 
the way he has historically showered con- 
cert audiences with torrents of attitude as 
nasty as his untamed guitars. But maybe 
he’s got a few paws outside the bars these 
days, because the Pumpkins’ 1998 release, 
Adore (Virgin), is, well, adorable. Sure, it 











RAGE AGAINST THE MACHINE: anti-capitalist subversives with a major-label deal. 








still feels like a postcard from another plan- 


et, but it’s less alien than earlier albums 
like Gish (Virgin). In fact, since Corgan’s 
not bellowing over electric-guitar hellfire, 
his voice sounds as smooth and relaxed as 
Adore’s beautiful performances. If he’s los- 
ing his edge, so be it. Man does not live by 
dread alone. 


The Smithereens 


These four regular-looking guys came out 
of the New York City area bearing a pop 
sensibility cultivated over years of listening 
to the Beatles, the Merseybeats, Big Star, 
and classic American R&B. The result — 
after a couple EPs’ worth of road condi- 











SQUIRREL NUT ZIPPERS: give them 





tioning — was their classic Especially for 
You (Enigma), the best pop album of 
1987. If the Smithereens have covered 
essentially the same ground since then, it’s 
only because they do it so well. Pat DiNizio 
writes and sings about heartache like it’s 
his best pal. The band drives his tunes 
home with precision and a gift for searing 
rock improvisation. Recently DiNizio 
stepped out with a more experimental solo 
project, but it’s steeped in the same pop 
sensibility that’s kept some of us humming 
“Beyond the Walls of Sleep” and other 
great tunes for 11 years now. 


Social Distortion 


Does anyone deliver meat-and-potatoes 
punk as satisfyingly as Social D? Front 
man Mike Ness grew up in the LA scene 
that included hardcore progenitors like 
Black Flag, the Circle Jerks, Fear, the 
Germs, and less easily definable punks like : 
X and the Gun Club. He started with E 
punchy, hardcore-leaning tough-guy 
anthems like “The Creeps,” but also the 
introspective beauty of “Another State of 
Mind.” Drugs and jail only reinforced the 
image. The band broke up, but Ness and 
guitarist Dennis Danell were back together 
by 1985. By 1990’s major-label Somewhere 
Between Heaven and Hell (Epic), Ness had 
patented a country-punk mix that was as 
lyrical as it was hard-hitting, with its wall 
of string-scraping guitars, his leathery, 
commanding voice, and melodies that bore 
the weight. Those meat and potatoes are 
fortified by spiritual sustenance. 


Soul Asylum 


Minneapolis’s third great band from the ’80s, 
after Hiisker Dii and the Replacements 
(Prince wasn’t a band but an artist, as his 
name games have made abundantly clear), 
scored the biggest commercial success, owing 
to a stick-to-it-iveness that had them hanging 
around into the ’90s. Sure, they sounded like 
the Silver Bullet Band riding a train in vain by 
the time they broke through with 1992’s 
Grave Dancer’s Union (Columbia). But clas- 
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sic rock had always been a big part of the 
heart that guitar-slinging, grit-singing Dave 
Pirner wore on his flannel sleeve. 


New York City poet M. Doughty and his 
funk-loving band took their cues from 
another overly intellectual NYC-based 
group whose way of dealing with the post- 
punk doldrums was to stop making sense 





SMASHING PUMPKINS: if they're mellowing out, we don’t mind. 








namely, the Talking Heads. And, like 
David Byrne, Doughty ain’t afraid to rap 
like the well-read white boy that he is, 
though it’s not like you have to be all that 
literate to appreciate his rubbery mumbo- 
jumbo. For groove-a-fied nonsense suitable 
for ages 3 to 103, Soul Coughing may be 
the best thing since “I Zimbra.” 


Soundgarden 


Goth guys with a Zeppelin fix and grunge 
credentials, Seattle’s thundering Soundgar- 


den were signed before anybody had any 
notion that Seattle was about to blow, 
because even the dumbest A&R rat in LA 
knows that heavy-metal banshee wails 
always sell eventually. What nobody could 
have counted on was that after they’d had 
their fun with Jesus Christ poses, 
Soundgarden actually learned how to write 
and carry a tune. Credit their early goth 
leanings for the emotional tone of “Black 
Hole Sun,” their deeply stoned apprecia- 
tion of Zeppelin’s psychedelic melodicism 
for the tune’s hook, and Chris Cornell’s 


banshee wail for the platinum sales. 


Squirrel Nut Zippers 


Yes, you can say they started the whole 
swing thing, with 1995’s The Inevitable 
and 1996’s Hot (both on Mammoth). But 
what’s set the Zippers apart from some of 
their jump-blues cohorts is a musical 
curiosity that goes beyond Louis Jordan 
1953 or Illinois Jacquet 1944 or Cab 


Continued on page 28 
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SHERYL CROW: she’s come a long way since singing backup for Michael Jackson. 





BANDS from page 26 


Calloway 1935, to early, pre-jazz sounds: a 
mix of blues, ragtime, vaudeville, and white 
Dixieland, with a touch of Billie Holiday. 
On the new Perennial Favorites, it’s clear 
that the Zippers aren’t just referring to or 
re-creating an old style of music. They’re 
creating their own world. What could be 
more alternative? 


Stabbing Westward 


Trent Reznor’s epochal sonic attack 
opened the doors for many industrial-rock 
acts. Influenced as much by NIN’s Pretty 
Hate Machine as by Depeche Mode, Stab- 
bing Westward strode confidently into the 
modern rock marketplace with Ungod 
before refining their sound on successive 
outings like 1996’s Wither Blister Burn + 
Peel and this year’s Darkest Days (Colum- 
bia), produced by Dave “Jane’s Addiction” 
Jerden. SW’s “Torn Apart” was featured in 
remixed form, courtesy Josh Wink, on the 
Spawn soundtrack, while other successful, 
ahem, stabs include Wither’s “What Do I 
Have to Do?” and Darkest Days’ “Save 
Yourself.” 


Sugarcubes 


Iceland turned out to be the only country 
in the world in the ’80s that insisted on 
having its own B-52’s, but damn if it did- 
n’t turn out to be an awfully good idea. 
Sure, the real star of the show was Bjork 
— or, more accurately, her crazy voice, 
which sounded all at once like a child’s 
giggle, a cry of ecstasy, a shriek of pain, 
and, well, something from another galaxy. 
But it was nice having geeky Einar Orn 
exacting his own revenge of the nerds by 
rapping like Don Knotts in the background 
about all the expensive shit he’d be order- 
ing off menus all over the globe once the 
world had been treated to the sound of 
Bjork’s voice. 


10,000 Maniacs 


As unhip as they wanted to be, with a front 
woman who dressed like something out of 

a Flannery O’Connor novel and the kind of 
folk-rock arrangements that had never 


really been all that cool, 10,000 Maniacs 
were the American band who in fact 
invented the idea of Adult Contemporary 
Alternative. This early alterna-radio staple 
paved the way for the likes of Jewel and 
Duncan Sheik. Natalie Merchant wanted 
to remind us that music could still be a 
vehicle for the most boring sort of political 
activism, a point that didn’t really need to 
be made, but that Merchant made quite 
effectively nonetheless. Of course, we 
never fully realized how good the Maniacs 
were at keeping Merchant’s indulgences in 





check until she went solo, which cast a 
new and much more favorable light on a 
band who still haven’t gotten the credit 
they might actually deserve. 


alt 


Based on their sudden and heavy radio air- 
play (“Don’t Stay Home,” “Down”) circa 
1996, this Omaha, Nebraska—bred quintet 
might’ve seemed like an overnight success. 
But 311 (the group now calls Los Angeles 
home) built their fan base with consistent 


touring and action-packed live perfor- 
mances beginning in 1993. An ebullient, 
modern aesthetic incorporating hip 
hop, blue-eyed regga 

and herbalized lyric 

wide appeal with the skaters and pi 
Nation. Their newest 


release celebrates the road: it’s simply 


that form Br« 


called Live and includes early favorites 
(“Omaha Stylee,” “Freak Out”) and recent 
hits (“Beautiful Disaster”) 


The Verve 


Druggy and incoherent, England’s Verve 
emerged in 1992 looking so far gone that it 
was hardly a surprise to hear that they’d 
parted ways a couple years later to pursue 
solo careers in the field of drug abuse. But 
it was too bad, because A Storm in Heav- 
en’s brief radio hit “Slip Away” was one of 
the best arguments ever for shuffling 
around in a deeply pretentious moody 
mood and staring at one’s shoes. Fortu- 
nately, the Verve reformed and re-formed, 
copped a Stones lick that nobody (outside 
of Mick’s and Keith’s lawyers) recognized, 
and took heaven by storm with “Bittersweet 
Symphony,” the best Nike commercial in 
the history of the athletic-wear industry. 


White Zombie 


Although they toiled in New York City’s 
nO-wave scum-core scene in the mid-’80s 
alongside Pussy Galore and Sonic Youth, 
the heavy-metal Frankenstein’s monster 
we've come to know as White Zombie was 
(re)born in 1992 with their major label 
debut, La Sexorcisto: Devil Music Vol. I 
(Geffen). Industrial metal never recovered 
from the shock. Astro-Creep 2000 (Gef- 
fen) ensconced Rob Zombie as the resi- 
dent curator of the junkshop—cum—wax 
museum of trash culture. “More Human 
than Human,” the old Blade Runner slo- 
gan, became a mantra for his new concoc- 
tion, and it was only a matter of time 
before Zombie dispensed with the rest of 
the band (earlier this year), unveiling him- 
self as a human cartoon character at the 
head of a surreal empire that includes a 
solo album (Hellbilly Deluxe), a record 
label (Zombie-A-Go-Go), and a magazine 
guide to all things Zombie, Spookshow 
International. cd 


WHITE ZOMBIE: industrial metal never recovered from the shock. 
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By Jonathan Perry 


OMETIMES IT’S ONE crystalliz- 

ing moment that makes (or breaks) 

a reputation. Sometimes it’s a 

cumulative series of events. Ask the 
staff — past and present — who work at 
WENX, and they'll say it’s the combination 
of the two that has enabled the station to 
surpass expectations and break new 
ground as an independent and truly alter- 
native radio station over the past 15 years. 
Here’s a sample of memories and 
moments in WFNX’s history, recalled by 
some of the people who were — and con- 
tinue to be — involved in bringing music, 
news, conversation, and politics to listeners 
every day. They sound like they’re just get- 
ting started. 


Henry Santoro 


News director and cohost of Asleep at the 


Wheel 


As a radio host who once asked Andy 
Warhol to interview him and who describes 
dropping 10,000 feet from an airplane as 
“perfect conditions” for a little Q & A ses- 
sion with the owner of a skydiving school, 
it’s little wonder WFNX news director 
Henry Santoro was game for getting the 
late Beat poet Allen Ginsberg’s monumen- 
tal, though controversial, poem Howl on 


Moment by 
moment 


DeCARIE 








the air. The idea for the broadcast took 
shape during 1997’s WFNX/Phoenix Best 
Music Poll party on Lansdowne Street, 
where a musical and spoken-word tribute 
to Ginsberg was taking place — and being 
recorded on tape. The baker’s dozen of 
readers participating in the tribute that 
May day included everyone from Robert 
Pinksy to Peter Wolf. 

“Allen was someone I had known and 
had interviewed before,” recalls Santoro, 
who’s been with the station since it first 
went on the air in 1983. “And I remem- 
bered how, when I asked him, ‘If you 
could do anything, what would you like to 
do?’ he always said he’d like to see Howl 
broadcast.” The idea had been tried before, 
Santoro says, but had run into FCC road- 
blocks due to what Santoro calls the epic’s 
“choice” language and the usual objections 
by “the religious right.” 

“But when we got it on tape, we real- 
ized that we had captured a moment,” 
Santoro says. “For ’FNX, it was a way to 
connect with the Beat audience, but a big 
part of why it was so important was that 
we believed it to be a First Amendment 
issue, and it was part of an effort to [con- 
vince people] that it was a piece of serious 
literature, not a vulgar piece of art.” So on 


Continued on page 32 
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COMBUSTIBLE EDISON 


MOMENTS from page 30 


Friday, July 18, 1997, Howl was broadcast 
on WFNX for the first and only time. The 
event marked the first time in almost 20 
years that a US audience had heard it dur- 
ing prime broadcast hours. Santoro says 
plans are under way to have the reading 
turned into a compact disc, with profits 
going, perhaps, to civil-liberties organiza- 
tions. 

As for the Warhol story: The pop-art 
icon had agreed to sit for three radio inter- 
views in Boston (WFNX,.WRKO, and 
WBCN) to promote a just-published book 
of Warhol photographs. “He shows up at 
WRKO and not five minutes goes by and 
he gets up from the interview and walks 
out and says, ‘I don’t feel like being here 
anymore,’ ” says Santoro. “He then goes 
to WBCN and gets up and leaves after five 
minutes. He’s coming here next and I’m 
thinking, What can I do to make Andy 
Warhol stay? And I had a list of questions 
and an ihtroduction, and sure enough, the 
receptionist says that Andy Warhol’s in the 
lobby. So I decide to throw my notes away 
and wing it. So we sit down and I say, 
*You’re known as an artist and as being 
involved with music through the Velvet 
Underground. But you’re also the publish- 
er of Interview magazine — why don’t you 
interview me?’ And his jaw drops and he 
says, ‘Can | take pictures?’ and I say, 


en, 


“You’re Andy Warhol — you can do what- 
ever you want.’ 

“So he starts taking pictures and after 
about an hour his secretary knocks on the 
door and says they have to get going. And 
Andy says, ‘Absolutely not. I like this guy.’ 
And we became friends after that inter- 
view.” 


Jeff Turton 


Producer and host of Jazz Brunch 


Jeff Turton grew up as a rock-and-roll fan, 
so he understands — even after 15 years 
of hosting WFNX’s Jazz Brunch — how 
difficult an experience listening to jazz can 
be. “Part of the challenge has been how to 
appeal to a non-jazz audience, and it’s 
been a pretty interesting evolution,” Turton 
says. “The question is how to grow the 
jazz audience while at the same time 
knowing the "FNX audience is not a core 
jazz audience. | hate to say it, but a lot of 
what the casual listener hears as jazz is 
abstract and difficult to understand. So | 
try to make sure that what people hear is 
melodic.” And, as cultural tastes and sensi- 
bilities change, what was once considered 
passé or too abstract is now hip. In terms 
of the ever-shifting musical landscape, 15 
years might as well be a century. “Who 
would have ever thought they'd be playing 
swing music again?” says Turton. 
Speaking of swing, Turton points with 


~ a, 
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some pride to the fact that his Jazz Brunch 
program pretty much introduced the red- 
hot Squirrel Nut Zippers to Boston two 
and a half years ago — well before the 
Zippers were headlining alternative-rock- 
oriented showcases and being courted by 
MTV. The Brunch also was among the first 
programs to pick up on the acid-jazz 
movement that was already sweeping 
through Europe as an offshoot of the UK 
rave scene. 

Ask Turton what he thinks jazz is and 
what it isn’t and he laughs: “That conver- 
sation’s been going on for 50 years.” But 
Turton knows what he likes. “Acid jazz hit 
me right away,” he says. “It was very much 
out of the ’70s, that kind of soul jazz or 
electric-funk jazz that was happening back 
then. And when I heard the acid-jazz stuff, 
it made perfect sense to me. I’m trying to 
blur the lines. I’m trying to make people 
think about what they’re hearing a little 
differently.” 

Who knows? Maybe some listeners will 
experience the same kind of epiphany that 
struck Turton 25 years ago. “My high- 
school years took place in the mid-to-late 
60s, and I had been listening to people 
like Hendrix. But in between, I was hear- 
ing a little bit of Miles and Coltrane and 


Brubeck. But the one moment that, for me, 


was key was when I was sitting on the side 
of a hill in Wisconsin listening to 
Coltrane’s ‘My Favorite Things.’ And sud- 
denly, it all kind of made sense to me. 
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That’s when I went to the music full time.” 
And he’s been there ever since. : 


Keith Orr and Sue 
O'Connell 


Cohosts, One in Ten 


More than celebrity guests like k.d. lang or 
Melissa Etheridge or RuPaul, it’s high- 
school kids with their headphones on, 3 
alone in their rooms at home, that are the j 
heart and soul of the gay-and-lesbian-ori- 
ented program One in Ten. “To make some 
kid feel that they’re not alone is what it’s 
all about,” says Keith Orr, who’s cohosted 
the show with Sue O’Connell for the past 
three years. “If I was able, at 15 or 16 
years old, to hang out in my bedroom with 
headphones on and know there was a 
whole world out there, it would have made 
me a lot more comfortable with the process 
I remember going through.” 

O’Connell agrees: “I think the most 
compelling part of the show is when some 
teenager calls in, and it’s usually when 
their parents are asleep and they’re alone, 
and they’ve come to the conclusion that 
they’re gay and they turn to us. Of all the 
great things that happen, that’s really the 
most important.” 


Continued on page 35 
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THE BEST AND LARGEST SELECTION OF AUTO PARTS 


Absorbent material: Exsorbet 

Absorbent pads: 3M 

Adhesives and tapes: Permatex, Loctite, 3M, 
Qualco, Spartan Plastics 

Air Conditioners: SCS Frigette, Factory Air 

Air Conditioning parts: Delco, Filters Inc. 

Air Conditioning recovery, recycling, recharge: 
Robinair 

Air Conditioning tools: Robinair 

Air Conditioning retrofit kits: Filters Inc., SCS 
Frigette 

Air Fresheners: Car Fresheners Corp., Medo 

Air Tanks: Goodall 

Antenna/Masts: Harada, Wintenna 

Antifreeze: Sierra 

Antifreeze(Gas Line): Unifide 

Antitheft Devices and Burglar Alarms: 
Maxigard, Gorilla, Prestige, Wolo 

Auto vacuum cleaner: Bonaire 


BabyMoons: DelMet 

Backup Alarms: Design Tech, Target Tech 

Batteries: Delco, Eveready 

Battery Cables/ accessories: Carol, Chieftain 

Battery Chargers: Schumacher, Iron Charger 
(Power Jump Plus) 

Bed Liners: Custom Form, Highland (Black 
Armor) 

Bed Mats: Crossville Rubber, Highland (Black 
Armor) 

Bicycle Carriers: Thule, Kar Rite 

Bikini Tops, Windjammers, Dusters: Bestop 

Body Belts (OSHA): CLC 

Booster Cables: Carol 

Bras: Saddleman, Wolf 

Brake Fluid: Wagner, Radiator Specialty 

Brake Lines: Carlson Brake 

Bumpers (pick up/vans): Fey, Tuffbar 

Bumper guards: Gem, Mercury Tube, Dee Zee, 
Luverne 

Bungee Cords: Highland, Valley, Sta-Tyte, 
Radiator Specialty 

Bug Shields & Hood Protectors: Deflecta Shield, 
EGR, Lund 

Bulbs (miniature, sealed beam, halogen): Philips 


Caps: Stant 

Car Dusters: California Car Duster, Kozak, Clean Rite 

Car and Truck Covers: Budge, Wolf 

Car Fresheners: Car Freshener, Medo 

Chains, tire - auto and truck: Campbell 

Chamois (real, manmade): CleanRite, Emgee 
(Absorber) 

Chemicals: Unifide, Cyclo, Loctite, 3M, Permatex, 
Qualco, Radiator Specialty, Swaco, Sprayway, 
Fre Bar, AGS 

Cigar Lighters and parts: Casco 

Clamps (hose): Legion 

Clamps (muffler and tailpipe hangers): Parker, 
Nickson 

Compasses: Airguide, Custom Accessories 

Compressors - Air Conditioning: AC Delco, 
Filters Inc. 

Compressors - tire inflators: Bonaire, 
Interdynamics 

Condensors (air conditioning): AC Delco, Rahn, 
SCS Frigette 

Consoles: Steel Horse, Rubber Queen, Allied 

Creepers: P & B Mfg Co. 

Cruise Controls: SCS Frigette 

Custom Accessories: Classic, Mr. Bracket 


Dashboard Covers: Dash King 

Dealer Name plates: D Line, Cy Prisyon 
Defrosters/Heaters: Interdynamics, Hupp 
Disc Brake Pads: New Jersey American 
Droplights - regular, reel, fluorescent: Carol Cable 


Electrical Terminals: 3M 

Emergency Lites (revolving strobes): Federal 
Signal, Austin, Federal Mogul, Target Tech 

Engine Heaters: Philips/Temro 


Fan Clutches: Hayden 

Filters - Air, Gas, Oil: AC Delco Group 7, Barad 

Fire Extinguishers & Flares: Figgie (American 
LaFrance), Standard, Federal Mogul 

Flashers: Wagner, Federal Mogul 

Flashlights: Eveready, Lectro Science 

Floor Mats: Plasticolor, Rubber Queen, Dash King 

Floor Mats (paper): Plastical 

Fog Lights & Off Road Lights: Hella, PIAA, 
Chieftain, Unity, Durimex, Gold Eagle 

Freon & Dytel: EMC, Interdynamics 

Fuses: Buss, Littelfuse 


Gauges & Tachometers: Accutron 

Grease Fittings: Chieftain 

Grill Guards: BrushGuards, Mecury Tube, 
DeeZee, Luverne 


Hand Cleaners: Go-Jo 

Hardware: Bowman 

Head lite/tail lite covers: Wade, GTS, Lund, 
DeflectaShield, EGR 

Heaters: Therm Technologies 

Hitches: Valley, Superior 

Horns: Hadley, Sparton, Chieftain 

Hose (heater, air conditioner, fuel line, service station 
air & bell, vacuum PCV, emission, exhaust): CRP, 
Anco, AC/Delco, SCS/Frigette, Filters, Inc. 


Jacks: Custom Accessories 
Jeep Accessoriers: Bestop, Steel Horse, Carr 


Key Fobs: Glenncraft 
Key Tags: Sold Tags, Parts Tags: R W Baldwin 


Ladder Racks: Karrite, Thule, Raco 

Lens: Federal Mogul 

License Plate Nuts & Bolts: Parker, Allied Bolt 

License Plate Frames: Superior, Wink, Cruiser, 
Federal Mogul 

Lightbars: Carr, Mercury tube 

Lighting (Truck & Emergency): Federal Signal, 
Gold Eagle, Federal Mogul, Austin 

Litter baskets: Rubber Queen, Allied, Plasticolor 

Lock cylinders & Key Blanks: Ilco 

Luggage Racks: Raco, Thule, DeeZee 

Lug Wrenches: Custom Accessories, Gorilla 


Manuals: Chilton 

Mirrors(cars & trucks): Federal Mogul, Delbar, 
Retrac, CIPA 

Mud Flaps(cars & trucks): Groboski, Plasticolor, 


DeeZee 


Neon: Motion Neon, Kool Glo 


Oil Additives: Tufoil, Micro3, Unifide 
Oil Drain Pans: Plews 


134A Retrofits: SCS Frigette, Filters, Inc. 


Paint (spray & touch-up): DupliColor 
Plowlights: Federal Mogul, Grote, Dominion 
Power Windows & door Locks: VPA 
Primary Wire: Carol Cable 

PCV Valves: AC Delco 


Radar Detectors: Beltronics 

Radios- CD players, speakers: Blaupunkt, 
Prestige, Sparkomati« 

Roof mounted boxes/bags: Saddleman, Thule, 
Kar Rite 

Roll Bars: Mercury Tube 

Running Boards: DeeZee, Lund, DeflectaShield, 
Mercury Tube 


Seat Belts: Carrand 

Seat Covering: Plastical 

Seat Covers: Saddleman, Comfy, Bestop 

Seat Covers (Sheepskin): Comfy 

Service station equipment: Plews 

Shop Supplies: Razor Blades, Acid Brushes 
Sprayway, Gloves, Assortments 

Ski carriers: Thule, Magnafit, Highland 

Spark Plugs: AC, Champion 

Splash guards: PlastiColor, Highland, DeeZee 

Spotlights: Unity Allied, LectroScience, Federal 
Mogul 

Squeeges, Snowbrushes: Gary Plastics 

Steering Wheels: Momo 

Steering Wheel covers: Classic, Comfy 

Steering Wheel locks: Gorilla, Wolo 

Striping Kits: Spartan Plastics 

Strobe lights: Fedral Signal, Austin, Target Tech 

Sun roofs: CR Lawrence 

Sun shades: Autoshades 

Sun visors , Moon Visors: Lund 

Switches: Littelfuse 


Terminals: 3M 

Thermostats: AC Delco, Robertshaw 

Third brake lights: Sierra 

Tire covers: Saddleman, Bonaire 

Tire gauges: Camel, GH Meiser 

Tire Tubes: Carrand 

Tire valves and tire repairs: Camel 

Tonneau covers: Saddleman, Custom Form 

Tools: Custom Accessories 

Transmission (engine & oil coolers): Hayden 

Truck Steps: DeeZee, Carr, Lund, DeflectaShield 

Truck tie downs: Stay-Tyte, LockSure, Thule, 
Highland 

Truck tool boxes: Contico, Delta, DeeZee 


Van & truck accessories: Superior, DeflectaShield, 
EGR, Mercury Tube 

Van ladders: Christianson 

Ventshades: Auto Ventshade 

Vent visors: Auto Ventshade 


Waxes, polishes, car car products: Armorall, Lifter 
I, Aftalene, Sprayway, Rain Dance, Rally, Clean 
Rite, Simple Green, Lexol, Zymol, P21S 

Wheels (alloy and chrome): Ultra, Prime, Primax, 
Superior, Real Wire, Momo, AFX 

Wheels (stock): Kelsey Hayes, Sudrad 

Wheel covers: Delmet, Dycrest, Pacific Dually 

Wheel weights: Stevens 

Windshield washer solvent: Unifide, Optikleen 

Windshield wiper blades: Anco, Tridon 

Wire Ties: 3M, Carrand 


Call Us - Find Out How Good We Really Are! 
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1001 Commonwealth Avenue, Boston, MA 02215 
617-782-4777 © Fax: 617-782-1462 
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WENX 


MORPHINE PHOT( 


MOMENTS fron page 52 


Since its inception six years ago, the 
program has been an oasis in what often 
seems an endless desert of talk radio. It’s 
one of the very few gay-oriented commer 
cial broadcasts in the country, and its audi 
ence includes heterosexual listeners who 
call in for a variety of reasons whether 
it’s to participate in a discussion about 
Matthew Shepard’s murder or to ask 
advice about how to cope sensitively with 
their children’s sexuality. “It’s an opportu 
nity for them to participate in a discussion 
or ask questions that maybe they wouldn’t 
feel comfortable asking face-to-face,” 
O’Connell says. 

One program in particular reverberates 
in both O’Connell’s and Orr’s minds: the 
evening when the show hosted Dorothy 
Hajdys, a mother whose military son, Allen 
Schindler, was killed in a gay-related 
attack. Hajdys’s appearance was a water- 
shed moment because her story was so 
frighteningly representative of the anti-gay 
violence that happens every day. (The inci 
dent was later made into a TV movie, Any 
Mother's Son.) 

Since it first went on the air in 1992 
One in Ten has been through a series of 
dramatic changes. Originally, for example, 
the program was three and a half hours 
long (it’s now two hours). And whereas in 
its early years most politicians and 

DAM BUILDERS ; > ‘ aspiring politicians were reluctant to 
appear on a program aimed at gays and 
lesbians, they now ask for air time to 
address One in Ten’s audience 

But the most powerful and devastat 
ing change was the AIDS-related death 
of Michael Smith, who originally hosted 
the show with Mary Breslaue1 

For everyone affiliated with the show 
the shadow of his presence still looms larg« 

and probably always will. Orr was a 
friend of Smith’s (the two of them had 
written a regular column for Stuff maga- 
zine). As Michael became progressively 
more ill, Orr increasingly pinch-hit as 
cohost when Smith couldn’t make it to the 
studio. “He had been very vocal about his 
battle with HIV and AIDS, very candid 
about it,” remembers Orr. “And when 
Michael passed away, the show went into 
hiatus. They eventually approached me 
about doing the show, and | did it because 
it was a legacy that I was proud to be a 


part of.” 


Mary Breslauer 


Former WFNX news director; former cohost, 
One in Ten 


“I will say that the place was a total 
dump,” Mary Breslauer reflects, referring 
to the station where she worked as news 
director in 1983 and °84, and again — 
nearly 10 years later — as one of the origi- 
nal hosts of One in Ten. “But right from 
the beginning, there was a commitment by 
[Phoenix publisher] Stephen Mindich to 
make it different.” For Breslauer, the news- 
director position was her “first big job” 
after living on Martha’s Vineyard for 10 
years. And it meant scrambling at 5:30 
every morning to put together a newscast 

a task thankfully made easier by the 
Phoenix reporters who were often on hand 
to deliver a story or two on the air. But it 
was still, nevertheless, a time of growing 
up in public, of smoothing out those rough 
edges. 

“I remember a time when I flubbed a 
piece and [then—program director] Judith 
Brackley started throwing cards at me,” 
says Breslauer. “She was whipping cards at 
me because I had really screwed up on the 
air. | grew up in a hurry and learned how 
to duck. Being a ’50s kid, I thought duck- 
ing just had to do with the A-bomb. I 
didn’t know it had to do with survival at 
"FNX.” 

By the time she was tapped as cohost 
for the then-new show One in Ten, Bres- 
lauer’s card-ducking days were long over. 

MORPHINE ? 


Continued on page 36 
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“That will always be a highlight of my life,” 
she says warmly. “I remember Stephen 
Mindich saying that it was ridiculous for a 
city like Boston, with a large gay and les- 
bian population, not to have ongoing pro- 
gramming for that audience.” She remem- 
bers, too, her initial impression of her on- 
air partner, Michael Smith: “Here was this 
guy, 10 years my junior, with platinum- 
blond hair to my stately gray.” The pairing 
worked beautifully, and the sometimes 
comic, sometimes contentious sparring 
between the two proved dynamic. “I always 
thought of myself as Ethel to Michael’s 
Lucy,” Breslauer says, “and I think it was a 
tremendous combination that made for ter- 
rific radio.” 


Kelly Graml 


Marketing director 


Kelly Graml talks as much about the 
future as she does about the past. And 
that’s not just because she’s only been 
with WFNX for three years. It’s because 
to her, the station represents endless pos- 
sibilities. “The station’s a work in 
progress,” Graml says. “It has incredible 
potential.” Spoken like someone who 
truly loves where she is and what she 
does — which is to coordinate, oh, about 
a million things at once. “I came here for 
a reason,” Graml says. “I didn’t want to 
be a part of the corporate radio world, 
which I had been a part of and had made 
a conscious decision to leave when I 
began to feel like I worked at a bank.” 

Graml’s arrival at WFNX reconnected 
her in a crucial way to the reasons she 
loved radio in the first place. “I felt I was 
getting closer to the music and the idea of 
what radio is supposed to be about. And 
that here, people wouldn’t be afraid of 
ideas.” One of those ideas, for example, 
was hosting Big Bad Voodoo Daddy at the 
Hatch Shell last summer — an event that 
drew an estimated 30,000 people. The 
concert’s success was especially gratifying 
because of WFNX’s early commitment to 
swing music. “We’ve been playing swing 
music for about five years, and now it’s 
happening all around, everywhere,” Graml 
says. “We were also totally ahead on elec- 
tronic music.” 

In recent years, the station has been 
well ahead of the curve when it comes to 
cutting-edge (and, now, wildly popular) 
acts like DJ Spooky, the Chemical Broth- 
ers, and the Crystal Method. The latter 
duo, incidentally, made their Boston 
debut when ’FNX booked them into the 
Aerosmith-owned Mama Kin Music Hall, 
on Lansdowne Street, two years ago. “If 
there were 20 people in that room at any 
given time, I’d be surprised,” Graml says. 
It was a far cry from earlier this year, 
when the Nevada-based duo performed at 
the Best Music Poll event in front of a 
crowd of thousands. “They headlined the 
street,” says Graml. See what a little mar- 
keting can do? & 


CLIFFS OF DOONEEN, THINK TREE AND TRONA PHOTOS BY ERIC ANTONIOU 
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Nirvana on my mind 


By Kurt St. Thomas 


irvana at the ’FNX eighth birth- 

day party, September of ’91: it 

was the day Nevermind hit the 

streets. I hung out with the band 
for two days. I had met Kurt and Krist 
before, but this was a lot cooler. We went to 
dinner the night before the show; we hung 
around all day while bands were doing 
sound checks. Kurt and Dave were reading 
the bios from the other bands, and we were 
just goofing off. I also had to drive the 
Smashing Pumpkins, who were the opening 
band, from the hotel to Axis. We were 
cranking music in the van, cruising around 
and having a great time. They were not real- 
ly famous then. Later I interviewed Nirvana 
on the air, and Cobain was being a smar- 
tass. I asked him why his name had been 
spelled so many different ways, and his 
response was that he’d just learned how to 
spell. That night, of course, it was Nirvana 
mania. The line stretched far down the 
street. Later, I thought: Hey, I booked the 
band to play here tonight, I introduced them 
as “the greatest fucking band in the world 
— Nirvana,” and they opened up with my 
favorite Nirvana song, “Aneurysm.” 

Gene Simmons and Dicky Barrett: When 
the album Kiss My Ass was released, we were 
playing the Bosstones’ cover of “Detroit 
Rock City.” Dicky Barrett called me up on 
the phone and asked if he could bring Gene 
Simmons on the air to talk about the record. 
I flipped. I was a big Kiss fan when I was a 


kid, so it was an honor. Boy Troy and I 
interviewed Dicky and Gene. Little did I 
know that Gene would start saying all these 
crazy sexual things on the air. The phone 
lines were nonstop, and people were going 
crazy to talk to Gene. One of the most 
memorable moments ever in radio. 

The several occasions that John Lydon 
visited ’FNX were always quite memorable. 
The first time, I was so nervous that I was 
actually going to meet Johnny Rotten, I 
practically had a heart attack. He was com- 
ing up the steps, and as I opened the door to 
let him in, he looked right at me and said, “I 
feel like fucking puking everywhere.” I told 
him the bathroom was down the hall, and he 
proceeded to vomit all over the FNX bath- 
room. I guess he had some bad clam chow- 
der. Another Lydon moment was when I was 
preparing to interview Johnny before a Best 
Music Poll. We had a technical problem, and 
he got very fed up, told me to “sod off,” and 
walked away, 30 seconds before we went on 
the air. I never got the interview. 

Green Day at the Hatch Shell: It was 
like standing in the middle of a hurricane 
and watching it explode. When the band 
was on their way to the Hatch Shell, they 


asked the guy from their record company if 


anybody was going to show up to the gig. 
Little did they know what was about to hit 
them. It was the shortest concert I ever 
saw, but one of the most intense. There’s 
nothing like having 80,000-some-odd peo- 


a 





rust: 


ple give you the finger when you're telling 
them to “take three steps back.” The band 
later told me that it was their favorite con- 
cert they ever played. 
XTC performing acoustic in the "FNX 
production studio: It was me and the 
members of XTC. Andy Partridge has 
extreme stage fright. The band began play- 
ing, and Andy kept sweating more and 
more. He was so nervous that he was turn- 
ing purple. It got so weird that I had to 
look at the control panel so he wouldn’t 
get more nervous. He barely made it 
through the set. 
Halloween: Every year I used to become 
Satan for one show at Halloween. I would 
run my voice through a Yamaha SPX90, 
and drop it an octave or two and transform 
it to a devilish tone. One year the Red Hot 
Chili Peppers came on the air with me. They 
went right along with it. Flea was saying all 
this funny stuff like “Hail Satan, hail 
Satan.” I got to interview them as Satan, 
which was much cooler than being myself. 
Beastie Boys at the Best Music Poll: 
Right before Check Your Head came out, | 
booked the Beasties to play. The Bosstones 
opened the show. I have never seen a pit 
like this before. The roof felt like it was 
going to blow off of Avalon. The band was 
amazing. I was hanging in the upper loft 
part above the stage, watching the bodies 
fly off the stage. It seemed like everybody 
knew every word ie 
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Exhilirating 


By Max Tolkoff 


Exhilarating, frightening, frustrating, chal- 
lenging, euphoric: how does one accurately 
describe the experience of sitting in the 





captain’s chair of a major metropolitan 
radio station like WFNX? Its ongoing mis- 
sion (since the dawn of time 


that is, the 


— HOmetOWN NEPOBS (connues) 
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Memories 


By Andy Kingston 


HERE HAVE BEEN many incredi- 
ble WFNX moments that I have 
witnessed or participated in during 
the past 11 years of my life at this 
station. Moments that have helped define 
the station or simply just made me appre- 
ciate its true uniqueness. Whether they 
took place at a small club in Cambridge 
or on top of a mountain in British 
Columbia, all these moments had some- 


thing in common: the loyalty of our 
listeners. 

I never cease to be amazed by the pas- 
sion our listeners have for this station. In 
1986, when the “old rock” station in 
town tried to do a live concert broadcast 
of the Godfathers, a band that we had 
championed in Boston, people flooded 
into the Paradise Rock Club and chanted 
“’FNX!” over and over again. Our call 


early ’80s): to explore the boundaries of 
new music; to go where no other rock sta- 
tion will dare; to be pioneers. How’s that 
for a charter? With most radio stations, 
there’s a clearly defined road map. Not so 
with ’FNX. We made up the rules as we 
went along, and we didn’t wait for other 
stations to take the chance: that was our 
job. Nirvana, Beck, Soundgarden, Pearl 
Jam, the Cranberries, Sarah McLachlan, 
Buffalo Tom, the Verve, Oasis — the list 
goes on forever. How does one distill five 
years of this barely controlled chaos into a 
few brief words on a page? 


letters were clearly belted over their air- 
waves, and our listeners booed their jock 
off the stage. 

In 1996, when it was announced that 
free alternative-rock concerts could no 
longer take place at the Hatch Shell but 
that oldies, jazz, and classical concerts 
would be allowed, the WFNX audience 
took action. They called and sent thou- 
sands of letters, e-mails, and faxes 
directly to Governor Weld, who ulti- 
mately overruled the decision and rein- 
stated the successful WFNX New Music 
Series on the Esplanade. This past sea- 
son, our free (and incident-free) con- 
certs attracted an average of 20,000 fans 
per show. 

And today, our loyal audience has 
grown far beyond Boston. Who would 
have thought that an alternative-rock sta- 
tion out of Lynn, Massachusetts, would 


Things that stand out: the dawn of the 
90s; Desert Storm; the first Best Music 
Poll; the debut of One in Ten; the ’FNX ski 
team; the old on-air studio; the new on-air 
studio; Lynn, Lynn, the city of sin, you 
never go out the way you came in; the 
Capitol Diner . . . and more. The station 
has a vibe. It’s tapped into a special pulse 
of Boston that no one else has discovered. 
And who’s responsible for unleashing this 
beast on an unsuspecting populace? Who’s 
kept the faith all these years? Check the 
masthead of the Boston Phoenix. Thanks, 
Stephen. 
TRIBE AND HERETIX PHOTOS BY ERIC AN — 
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become one of the top 10 Internet radio 
stations in the world? It is our listeners 





who have helped define this station over E: 
the years, listeners who recognize that a 
WENX is one of only a very few true J 


alternative stations in the country given 
the freedom to take chances. And as a 
free-thinking station that likes to take 
risks, we sometimes make mistakes, but 
our listeners have stood by us knowing i, 
that we will always deliver on our 
promise. 

So as I reflect on our wonderfully rich 
15-year history, I want to pay tribute to 
the quarter of a million loyal listeners 
who have helped us define “Boston’s real 
alternative,” 101.7 WFNX. Thank you 
for your support! 4 


Andy Kingston is program director of 
WFNX. 
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ANGELS AND DEVILS: at Gargoyles, devotional statues sell alongside grotesques. 


Bipolar fleecing 
By Rob McKeown 


Editors’ choices 


Best place to replace those 
lime-green-checked tights 
you thought you’d lost in 1984 
Best place to pretend you’re Ronaldo 
Best store to run to 
Best underexploited fashion trend 
Best place to find a used boa 
Best warehouse thrift shopping 
Best place for secondhand 
Todd Oldham 
Best place for clothing sticker shock 
Best place to spot a velvet Elvis 
Best place to shop if you want 
to look like Jay Gatsby 
Best place to shop if you want 
to look like Herman Munster 
Best cool after-college men’s clothes 
Best heel-saver emporium 
Best department-store dressing room .... 
Best men’s shoes 
Best altered state 
Best crossover hairdresser 
Best body piercing 
Best rockabilly/swing haircut 
Best commodity metaphor 
for the current state of our 
postmodern, capitalist, 
self-aware culture 
Best furniture store that’s never open..... 
Best trip to vinyl haven 
Best place to yell “kick out the jams!”....13 
Best classical music section 
Best one-stop shopping 
Best mix of music, kitsch, and caffeine..14 
Best place to satisfy 
a Jackson Browne fetish 
Best wood and steel at a steal 
Best pet adoption 
Best place to thwart 
a wedding registry 
Best affordable housewares..................+. 16 
Best place to buy 20 glasses 
and mugs for $5 
Best place to buy moldy 
WOH VOHED oo cc scauchasscsdensasecvecconates 17 
Best source for singular accessories 
Best functional-art store 
Best threshold of ambiguity 
Best googly eyes and doll heads 
Best kaleidoscope, tin toy, 
and hologram boutique 
Best place to feel like a grownup 
while reading comic books 


ALL PHOTOS BY ILENE PERLMAN UNLES 


Best cocktail-party literature 
Best place to make a new friend 
Best place to shop for 
your little monkey 
Best bargain brains 
Best bookstore for pulp fiction 
Best foreign-language bookstore 
Best place to read 5 pages 
of 20 different books .................ss2000 26 
Best place to find 10th-century 
Kufic calligraphy 
Best indoor place to get rooked 
Best cigar store 
Best place to be a witch 
(or just shop like one) 
Best place for sliced deer antler 
Best Asian-foods supermarket 
Best Eisenhower-era 
shopping experience 
Best wine shop for bottle-fondlers 
Best wine shop for the indecisive...........31 
Best wine and cheese destination 
Best place to roller-derby 
for cheap food 
Best old-school hardware store 
Best hardware store if you’re 
in the market for 20 pounds 
of nails, a cut-rate computer, 
or a lot of very knotty pine 


Readers’ choices 


Best store for new books 
Best store for used books 
Best comic-book store 
Best newsstand 
Best store for new records ................++++ 33 
Best store for used records 
Best place to buy 

stereo equipment 
Best place to buy musical 

PREETI MIEN, 05 cos si ccc avesuovavesecunsparetanetes 33 
Best computer store 34 
Best store for new furniture 34 
Best store for used furniture 34 
Best art-supply store 39 
Best women’s clothing store 39 
Best men’s clothing store 39 
Best used-clothing store 
Best shoe store 
Best sporting-goods store 
Best cosmetics store 
Best place to get your hair cut 
Best place to buy eyeglasses 
Best place to buy jewelry 
Best place for gifts under $5 
Best hardware store 
Best pet-supply store 
Best flea market 
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SSUMING MY MATH is correct 
— and that’s a stretch — the liv- 
ing room in my apartment is 
worth a sum total of $539. It’s 
an unintended mixture of artsy and crap- 
py, trendy and trodden. The halogen 
lamp, my sad little universe’s central light 
source, is your basic collegiate relic — 
maybe $17.99 at the local hardware store, 
circa 1996. That makes it worth almost 
double the slate-colored and surprisingly 
clean Salvation Army sleeper-couch and 
about half the total of the Hockney, Hop- 
per, and Picasso prints that hang 
crookedly on the walls. Several dozen 
food and fashion glossies — their price 
wasn’t included in the room’s total, but 
they easily cost more than everything but 
the VCR — sit in a sheet-metal magazine 
rack from Pottery Barn. To put things in 
perspective, this (unneeded) rack is worth 
more than the television (manufactured 


before I hit puberty), less than the half- 
dozen scented candles, and about as 
much as the scraggly recliner that was 
salvaged from a Somerville yard sale this 
past August. 

Doing an inventory of one’s house- 
wares might seem odd, but it can teach 
you scads about Boston’s consumer cul- 
ture and your relation to it. To buy, to 
accessorize, and, most important, to 
accumulate is like an exchange-driven 
expression of self. You can, in essence, 
learn who you are by examining what you 
buy. Think about it: if, as some wisdom 
goes, mail and garbage can tell the story 
of a person’s life, then recent purchases 
are like a quick-to-print tell-all, the Starr 
Report of personal consumption. 

Many activities are regarded as intel- 
lectual but are actually quite vapid. Shop- 
ping is the opposite: on the surface, prob- 
ably no human activity is assumed to be 





more superficial. Malls and retail stores, 
the urge to splurge and the need to spend 
— all these seem to speak of nothing 
more than bad impulses. But if you close- 
ly tally what you own, you can find out 
where you travel, how often you go there, 
and how you react in certain situations or 
frames of mind. By tracking the roots of 
my living room, for instance, I was 
reminded of my attachment to Somerville 
dime stores, South End housewares bou- 
tiques, neighborhood yard sales, Newbury 
Street chain stores, and curbside newspa- 
per stands. 

In Boston, shopping is not like it is in, 
say, Jersey — a one-stop trip to the 
beloved county mall — but rather a les- 
son in personal and municipal identity. If 
you find yourself wandering between 
Central and Harvard Squares, through 
what should be a no man’s buying land, 
you'll happen upon what may be the high- 





MOD SQUAD: Super Socks’ astounding array of psychedelic foot- and leg-wear, brightly colored wigs, and PVC dresses will have you looking like Peggy Lipton in no time. 


Bipolar fleecing 


By Rob McKeown 


est concentration of furniture and house- 
wares stores in the city. On your way to 
the South End from the Back Bay T stop, 
you'll pass a handful of trinket-filled bou- 
tiques with cutesy names. Porter Square, 
long a faceless, transitory realm of 
Cantabrigian residence, is now a boon for 
fans of the idiosyncratic, from infant 
clothing to stained wood furniture to out- 
there shoes: it’s a place where almost no 
fetish or obsession goes unfulfilled. 
Where you go will tell you as much about 
yourself as it will the character of the 
neighborhood. 

I’ve discovered that, for me, shopping 
is an improvisational act. Do I really need 
$12 scented candles for a household that 
for all practical purposes runs on testos- 
terone? Doubtful. But when the forces of 
personal weakness, consumer desire, cool 
window displays, and debit cards combine 
on one of those fateful days off, who’s to 
resist? | sure couldn’t (resist, that is) at 
whatever pricey Back Bay store fleeced me 
for my still-unused sticks of wax. Same 
goes for a (get this) remote-control holder 
purchased at Hold Everything in the 
aforementioned Central/Harvard Square 
no man’s land. “Going shopping” is rarely 
something I intend to do, but it’s what I 
find myself doing when I least expect it. 

With its tempting mixture of both high 
and low commercial offerings in just 
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about every area of the city, Boston is a 
dangerous place for the average con- 
sumer. In other words, it’s irresistible. For 
every Tower Records there is a used-CD 
store like Second Coming; for every 
Waterstone’s there’s an Avenue Victor 
Hugo; and for every Salvation Army 
there’s a Restoration 
Hardware. At first 
this seems innocu- 
ous enough, but if 
you have strong feel- 
ings of guilt attached 
to spending, it is like 
a well-conceived 
instrument of tor- 
ture. Let me explain. 
If you’ve just pur- 
chased a $50 cardi- 
gan at Abercrombie 
& Fitch in the mall 
— not a long stretch 
of the imagination 
— chances are you'll 
be feeling a bit guilty buying champagne 
on that beer budget of yours. And the 
only way to make yourself feel like the 
frugal shopper — the frugal person — 
you know you are deep down inside is to 
boogie over to the Garment District and 
snatch up a pair of $6 trousers. Doing 
this (and what good shopper hasn’t?) 
doesn’t get to the root of the problem, of 


Do I really need 
$12 scented 
candles for a 

household that 

for all practical 
purposes runs 
on testosterone? 
Doubtful. 


course, but it does address the balance 
sheet. This isn’t shopping; it’s a psycho- 
logical seesaw. 

The real question is whether playing 
the shopping game is truly worth it. And 
the real answer, something my $539 liv- 
ing room has helped teach me, lies in 
your ability to recon- 
cile your bad impuls- 
es with your good 
ones. I know that 
when weakness over- 
takes me there’s 
always a tony kitchen 
store to sate me. But 
I also know that the 
morning after (which 
tends to be a Sun- 
day), I can wake up 
around nine, find a 
yard sale, and pick 
up a few under-$5 
treasures to arrive at 
some fiscal and men- 
tal equilibrium for the weekend. Seesaw 
or not, isn’t achieving that balance what 
shopping’s all about? Es 


Rob McKeown grew up in Jersey going 
to the Willowbrook Mall but developed a 
jones for copper bowls, scented candles, 
and cheap art posters that Boston has 
been addressing quite well. 
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Best place to replace 
those lime-green- 
checked tights you 
thought you'd lost 

in 1984 


Super Socks, a first-floor hole-in-the- 
wall 10 feet away from the Kenmore T 
stop, carries a perfectly psychedelic array 
of foot- and leg-wear for uncannily low 
prices. Believe us, you’ve never even imag- 
ined putting some of these colors and pat- 
terns on your legs. The eccentric assort- 
ment of tights and stockings comes in col- 
ors and patterns ranging from fluorescent 
tie-dye to black-and-white polka dots, 
from fishnets to tapestries, and with deco- 
rative motifs from fruit to cats to World 
Wide Web addresses. Not everything is 
dirt cheap — tights range from 99 cents 
when on sale up to $12 or $15 — and if 
some sizes or materials seem pretty ques- 
tionable, it’s still a sure bet you won’t find 
some of this stuff anywhere else. Propri- 
etor Karl Volker, an Austrian native who 
opened the store eight years ago, says his 
shop brings in a surprisingly diverse clien- 
tele, ranging from club kids to yuppies to 
tourists heading to baseball games. “When 
we put the ‘bitch’ and ‘slut’ styles of tights 
in the window, for instance,” he says, 
indicating the lime-green fishnets and 
black PVC skirts on display and lowering 
his voice, “you wouldn’t believe how many 
BU faculty came in and said, ‘Hey, I know 
someone who'd look great in that!’ ” 
Super Socks, which also has outlets at 
Downtown Crossing and near Children’s 
Hospital, also carries dance wear, hair 
dye, hats, a selection of bondage-style 
PVC dresses and bodices, and a new line 
of brilliantly colored wigs for $24.99 — a 
great bargain if a pink or blue mod bob is 
what you’ve been lusting for. 

Super Socks, 520 Comm Ave, Boston, 
(617) 247-7092; 360 Longwood Avenue, 
Boston, (617) 734-9366; 10 Winter 
Street, Boston, (617) 482-3750. 
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Best place to pretend 
you're Ronaldo 


Unless you’re already a world-class soccer 
star, you’re never going to look like the 
21-year-old Brazilian who’s already the 
world’s most famous player, but you can 
dress like him — and have a good time 
chatting with the staff — if you drop in to 
the Brazilian Soccer House in East 
Boston, which boasts the city’s biggest 
selection of authentic and replica jerseys. 
The focus, naturally, is on the great Brazil- 
ian clubs — Santos, Sao Paulo, Flamengo, 
Palmeiras, Vasco da Gama, Grémio, 
Corinthians, Cruzeiro — but you'll also 
find shirts from Italy (Ronaldo’s Inter 
Milan, AC Milan, Juventus, Lazio, Parma), 
England (Manchester United, Manchester 
City, Sheffield Wednesday), and the big 
clubs of Europe (Real Madrid, Ajax Ams- 
terdam, Red Star Belgrade). There’s even a 
Major League Soccer jersey or two, not to 
mention the generous assortment of boots, 
shin guards, warm-up jackets, caps, wal- 
lets, key chains, pins, badges, trading 
cards, and posters. For a small fee, the 


friendly, helpful staff will put the name and 
number of your favorite star on the back of 
your jersey. In a town with the Red Sox, 
Patriots, Celtics, and Bruins (and, oh yes, 
the Revolution), soccer shirts might not 
seem relevant, let alone hip, but the likes of 
Watford and Queens Park Rangers have 
been seen at Fenway Park lately, and Man- 
chester United may be worth more than all 
of Boston’s pro teams put together — 
Rupert Murdoch has bid $1 billion for it. 
Brazilian Soccer House, 110 Meridian 
Street, East Boston. (617) 569-1164. 
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Best store to run to 


In October, when Runner’s World maga- 
zine put out their list of recommended 
shoe stores throughout the US, it includ- 
ed precisely one boutique in all of Massa- 
chusetts: Marathon Sports in Cam- 
bridge. The store was opened in 1973 at 
the height of the running craze spawned 
by Jim Fixx and his Complete Book of 
Running and it’s still going strong long 
after Fixx’s heart went kaput during a 
morning jog in ’84. (Of course, having 
one of the world’s most famous 
marathons in town doesn’t hurt, either.) 
What separates Marathon Sports from the 
pack? One word: service. Everyone who 
works here is a runner — not necessarily 
a marathoner, but a serious runner 
(owner Colin Peddie is said to clock in at 
28:15 for a 10K) — and they know shoes 
and how they fit your feet. When’s the 
last time someone told you to take off 
your loafers, roll up your jeans, and walk 
across the room to see how high your 
arches are and if you overpronate? Or the 
last time you groaned about a persistent 
ache in the side of your knee and actually 
got a sensible explanation for it — free? 
Well, probably the last time you were fit- 
ted for shoes at Marathon Sports. 

Before you worry about not being a 
marathoner, or even a one-miler — even 
if you’ve never jogged down the block 
before — take heart: the average cus- 
tomer isn’t a rippling-muscle he-man. 
More likely than not, he or she is an 
“average Joe looking for a good pair of 
running shoes and sound advice,” says 
manager Patrick Gould. And since the 
salespeople don’t work on commission, 
they won’t push you into buying anything 
you don’t need — though their selection 
of moisture-wicking shirts, socks, jackets, 
and tights may look pretty tempting. Just 
don’t come in here looking for 
Rollerblades or snowboards: you’re liable 
to walk out with a springy new pair of 
shoes and a five-mile-a-day habit instead. 

Marathon Sports, 1654 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge. (617) 354-4161. 


Best underexploited 
fashion trend 


At the T Underground gift shop in Park 
Street Station (yes, Virginia, there is an 
MBTA gift store), tourists and enthusias- 
tic Boston natives can equip themselves 
with a wide variety of T-themed kitsch: 
key chains, gangsta-ready knit caps, tote 
bags, Thermos bottles — even the classic 
yuppie coffee-carrier. But the real trea- 
sure of the collection is, of course, the T- 


Continued on page 6 
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MR. T: the underground gift shop at Park Street Station moves up to 80 MBTA shirts on a 
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shirts, which leap out at the eye in brilliant, 
Crayola-like splashes of color. One popular 
tee shows the spider map of the subway 
system on a white background, but the real 
jewels here are the simple, solid-colored 
shirts that pay homage to the various T 
lines: Blue, Green, Orange, and Red (what, 
no commuter rail?). Maybe it’s the reified, 
self-referential pun of wearing a garment 
that says “This is a T-shirt,” or maybe it’s 
just the undeniable allure of those halluci- 
natorily brilliant colors, but obviously 
something’s appealing here. 

Sean Constantin, who works behind the 
T counter on weekdays, says that on a 
good day in the summer he moves up to 
75 or 80 shirts. Don’t the majority sell to 
tourists? “Some, but I think people also 
buy them to show loyalty to the line they 
travel on,” he says. “And to show their 
appreciation — everybody likes traveling 
on the T.” Wouldn’t the city be a more 
interesting place if people wore their T-line 
allegiances on their chests? We could get 
into street fights about it, just like Euro- 
peans do with World Cup teams, except 
we'd be doing it the way Boston does 
everything — on a smaller scale, and 
weirder. The Park Street station gift shop 
is open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Friday and noon to 6 p.m. on Sat- 
urdays, so stop in during your morning 
commute and make your very own sartori- 
al statement about public transit. 

T Underground, Park Street Station, 
Boston. (617) 426-4504. 


Best place to find a 
used hoa 


but we all 


Everyone loves a bargain 
have fantasies that thrifty doesn’t have to 
mean skeezy. Few adults are willing to 


wade through piles of musty castoffs to 
snag a deal, and for others, the thrill of a 
Salvation Army find is compromised 
mightily by the idea that the money will 
encourage more public bell-ringing. 
Boomerangs, over at North Station, is 
the perfect solution. A sunny floor-through 
space resembling a small warehouse gone 
funky, Boomerangs is the thrift shop of the 
AIDS Action Committee, a resale store 
whose profits go to services for people liv- 
ing with HIV and AIDS. It gets its items 
from AAC supporters, which means its 
offerings have a distinctly urban, cool, and 
often campy flair. Past excursions have 
turned up a $7 pair of boots, a $30 chair, 
and, yes, a variety of feather boas. It offers 
men’s and women’s fashions, and never 
the sort of outré junk that populates yard 
sales. It’s a place where you can get the 
deal without getting dirty and without feel- 
ing uneasy about where your money is 
going. Now that’s a find. 

Boomerangs, 60 Canal Street, Boston. 
(617) 723-2666. 


Best warehouse 
thrift shopping 


After used clothes, furniture, dishes, and 
books have had their chance at regular Sal- 
vation Army stores, they join some of the 
stranger and often larger donations the 
Salvation Army receives at the Salvation 
Army Thrift Store Warehouse in 
Saugus on Route 1. This isn’t your average 
secondhand store. It’s literally a warehouse 
full of the cheaper-than-cheap and the 
beautifully grotesque. For example, if 
you’re in the market for an arcade video 
game or, say, a 19-foot boat, you just 
might find it at the warehouse. Once I 
found a giant oscilloscope (one of those 
devices that turns sound into visual waves 
and looks like a submarine radar system 


a i 


good.-day.. 2 


~ gm 


from World War IL), and they always have 
a wide selection of cheesy electric key- 
boards. 

Salvation Army Thrift Store Warehouse, 
209 Broadway/Route 1, Saugus. (781) 
231-0803. 


Best place 
for secondhand 
Todd Oldham 


If you’re the type of person who gets giddy 
looking at $5000 Versace dresses in maga- 
zines but sick at the idea of spending $50 
on a rayon skirt from the Gap, take heart. 
Second Time Around is Newbury 
Street’s well-kept little secret: a thrift store 
for the fashion set. Oh, the proprietor, Jeff 
Casler, would probably want you to call his 
clothes and shoes here “gently worn” or “a 
little bit loved,” as is the trend nowadays, 
but what matters to this image consultant 
is that they’re all made by folks like Betsey 
Johnson, Jil Sander, Bebe, and Armani. 
What’s more, everything here is scrupu- 
lously clean (no sweat marks or frayed 
inseams); usually no more than two years 
old (and sometimes brand-new); and only 
one-quarter to one-half of its retail price. 
But it’s not just the bargains that make 
shopping here fun. It’s the fact that on 
Snob Avenue there’s a place you can actu- 
ally shop in peace: as in no stony gazes 
from liposuctioned salespeople looming at 
your side as though you were about to 
dash out the door with the Mona Lisa. As 
in no confusion over whether you’re in a 
clothing store or an art gallery (you know 
the type of place: one $2000 unstructured 
jacket hangs every 20 feet under a tiny 
halogen lamp next to an exotic flower). No 
clothing-store-as-dance-club freneticism. 
Here they’ve got old-fashioned racks, 








dressing rooms you can pile up with good- 
ies, and an “upbeat, robust” atmosphe€re, 
according to Casler. Of course, we would- 
n’t complain if they maybe wanted to set 
out a little snack table like Country Road 
down the street — just a little wine and 
cheese, Perrier with lime, a string quartet, 
maybe some paté . . . nothing fancy. 

Second Time Around, 167 Newbury 
Street, Boston. (617) 247-3504. 


Best place 
for clothing 
Sticker shock 


We love you, Agnés B. 

Oh yes we do. 

We love you, Agnés B. 

And we'll be true. 

But when you charge $55 
for a baseball cap, 

We get Red Sox fever. 

Oh, Agnés B., 

We really hope your workers 
are well paid. 


Agnes B., 172 Newbury, Boston. (617) 
266-3300. 
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Best place to spot 
a velvet Elvis 


Standing behind a girl with dyed pink 
hair, you wait in line at the Garment 
District to purchase three items: a pair 
of brown plaid Brady Bunch bell-bottoms 
for yourself, a Henry Mancini record for 


Continued on page 8 
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your dad, and a periwinkle fake-feather 
boa for your little sister. You watch while 
behind the counter a male clerk in ’50s 
greaser garb pokes buttons on the cash 
register. Looking past him, you stare at 
the far wall. As your vision focuses, a blur- 
ry rectangle sharpens into . . . Elvis? Yes, 
on the wall hangs a velvet Elvis, patron 
saint of kitsch. The Garment District’s 
12,000 square feet of second-run mer- 
chandise is thrifting (the act of buying 
goods at thrift stores) at its finest. From 
scarves to prom dresses to shoes, you can 
find almost everything you’d want at this 
Cambridge clothes warehouse. Everything 
except the velvet Elvis, that is. Unfortu- 
nately, he’s not for sale. 

Garment District, 200 Broadway, 
Cambridge. (617) 876-5230. 


Best place to shop 
if you want to look 
like Jay Gatshy 


For a fictional character, Gatsby remains a 
pretty distinct image in American con- 
sciousness: the sensitive man dressed in 
crisp suits made of beautiful material, his 
pressed shirts topped off with bow ties and 
suspenders. It’s not a look that can be 
reproduced at the Gap or in an upscale 
department store, because it isn’t about 
trends or even cost — it’s about crafts- 
manship. That’s where the Andover 
Shop comes in. For decades, co-owner 
Charles Davidson is proud to say, the shop 


has carried only private-label clothing, 
made especially for Andover customers. If 
wearing classic items found exclusively at 
one store doesn’t satisfy your craving for 
distinction, you can have clothing made to 
order (a luxury that Gatsby would surely 
approve of). 

That kind of attention, a desire to see 
that every man is well matched with his 
purchase, has kept original customers 
coming back since 1949, though Davidson 
admits that the regulars are getting old. 
Fortunately, Harvard Square is synony- 
mous with youth, and new customers come 
in every day, attracted by the promise of 
something special. They leave the store, 
like Gatsby, looking great. 

Andover Shop, 22 Holyoke Street, 
Cambridge. (617) 876-4900. 


Best place to shop if 
you want to look like 
Herman Munster 


Forget Spencer Gifts, forget those Hal- 
loween novelty shops that crop up at the 
end of September and vanish, wraithlike, at 
12:01 a.m. on November 1. Costumes are 
meant to be worn, and that means you are 
better off wearing clothes, not plastic. At 
Oona’s, the key is creativity: Kathleen, the 
owner, labels items with potent suggestions 
in mind. A glittery tux jacket makes you a 
“Glam Rock Star” ; a tweed overcoat and 
pipe are “Sherlock Holmes”; a vintage 
white silk graduation gown is labeled 


Continued on page 10 
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TEAM PLAYER: let the Brazilian Soccer House outfit you like a World Cup star 


sofas, tables, beds, 
lamps, mirrors, 
desks, chairs 
& more...much, 
much more at prices 
you can afford! 


the outlet store at: 
Circle Furniture 


MADE FOR REAL LIFE 


Choice Seating 


75 Moulton Street, Cambridge, MA 02138 617-354-8845 








in Less Time Than it Takes To 


Read This Ad You Can Buy A New 

Mattress, Save Money, Save Time, 

Sieep Better, Improve Your Health 

And if You’re Really, Really, Lucky, 
Your Social Life As Well. 


Okay, you need anew £2 





mattress. Not just any 
mattress, but a great, big, comfort- 
able, name brand, factory fresh, 
feels-like-it-was-built-for-you-mat- 
tress. Your options? You could 


s waste precious time 





running from mattress 
store, to department store, to furni- 
ture store, looking like the geek to 
end all geeks, by lying on a 
hundred different mattresses 

trying to determine comfort but 


actually becoming more and more 


confused because you’ve been work- 


ing all day and lying down on even 
7) a block of cement would 


feel good after the day 





you've had, being assailed at each 
stop by some sales person who acts 


like your new very best friend and 


has he/she got a deal for you, you’re 








so lucky you came into the store 


today, let me talk to my manager 


on this mattress that’s just as good 


and see what he can do 





to get you the best price 


as the brand name mattress you 
really want to buy but it costs a lot 
| PP) Ness (and we make a 

s@ helluva lot more on it 
you jerk because it’s really a cheap 
piece of junk that a warden would- 
n't put a murderer on because he'd 
be cited for cruel and unusual pun- 
ishment) and we can deliver it to 
you sometime in the next month or 
so...or you can call BEWII LET 
and buy your new bed the smart 
way from Dial-a-Mattress. Our very 
nice, expert consultants will help 
you choose the brand name bed (the 


only kind we sell) from Serta, Cy 


Sealy QD or Simmons that’s just 


1-800-MATTRES 


Brand Name Beds For Busy People. 





right for you. We'll give you 

SIMMONS 

a fabulous price--complete with our 
No Baloney price pro- 
tection guar antee. You 
choose the day and time you want 
your new mattress delivered--as 
soon as two hours from your call-- 


and Dial-a-Mattress will 





deliver and set up your 
lovely new mattress and remove 
your old one. Then, in your own 


home, wearing your own jammies 
~ oe . q 





(or nothing at all) with 
your own pillow--take thirty days to 
judge the comfort of your new mat- 


tress by sleeping on it. Problem? 


AX aN Call us and we'll exchange it 


for one you do like. It’s very simple. 
Experience the ultimate shopping 
hell. Or call 1-800-M-A-T-T-R-E-S 
and simply, Dial-a-Mattress. 


Masochists can ignore this ad. 
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“Cleric’s Robe.” Oona’s also has one of 
the best selections of ’70s clothing in the 
city, with plenty of funky fringed 
leathers, polyester shirts and jackets, 
bell-bottoms, and vintage Indian 
prints for that ethnic/hippie look 
the kids in Haight-Ashbury went 
mad over. Can’t find what you 
need? The friendly staff will 
help you pull it together. 
Movies are often a big influ- 
ence, and manager Michael 
White thinks Titanic victims 
will be big this year: torn 
gowns, etc. And hey, kids, go 
easy on the Monica/Ken/Bill 
costumes; that idea is so last 
month, it’s past nauseating. 
Oona’s, 1210 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge. (617) 491-2654. 


Best cool 
after-college 
men's Clothes 


Easiest way to tell you’re not a 

kid anymore: that you wouldn’t 

mind wearing decent clothes once 

in a while. Grunge was awesome, 

but admit it: you’re just about flan- 
neled out. Add the pressure of the 
current swing factor — the resurgence 
of crisp, snazzy style — and your 
mosh-pit days look not only juvenile but 
dated. Fortunately, Zelda Feinberg has the 
cure for the common cool: Gregz, her 
one-year-old men’s clothing shop, is the 
outfitter for life after college. 

“We get all these guys going into the 
work force,” Feinberg says, but she notes 
that a lot of them are in alternative jobs. “A 
lot of chefs come in here now — and 
musicians.” (Her latest ad features a Bos- 
stone looking at home in a retro shirt.) 
Her right-hand woman, Stacey Daley, 
describes what these customers are shop- 
ping for as “upper casual” clothes: clean 
lines meet funk (a sleek shirt adorned with 
Tiki heads) in clothes for play and busi- 
ness; even the dress shirts and ties have a 
little edge to them — no Brooks Brothers 
here. Everything feels like a must-have 
item: shoes by Clark of England, shirts by 
DaVinci, ties by Martin Wong, and plenty 
of chenille — the fabric for men this fall. 
You pay a little more here than at the Gap, 
but you’re getting better quality — and 
that, of course, is the real sign you’re 
growing up. 

Gregz, 1766 Mass Ave, Cambridge. 
(617) 441-8989. 


Best heel-saver 
emporium 


Shoes are fragile flowers, ever in need of 
those kidney-shaped plastic disks known as 
heel savers. One of the best places in 
Boston to find them is Kenmore Shoe 
Repair, an unassuming little shop in Ken- 
more Square. Besides the fact that heel 
savers are cheaper here ($1.50 per pair) 
than in other parts of the city, it’s always 
nice to do business with owner Bob Caris- 
to, who’s very polite and sweet in an under- 
stated way. He’s been at Kenmore Shoe 
Repair since 1962, when his father moved 
the shop to this location from a spot just 
outside the square. (His father came over 
from Italy, where he once made shoes.) 
Caristo doesn’t put kidneys on his own 
shoes. “I don’t do much walking. If I do 
wear them down, it won’t cost me anything 
to put new heels on.” Does he ever have to 
work on stinky shoes? “Once in a great 
while,” he says with a laugh. “And what can 


Shopping 


MARK OSTOW 


I say to 

the person 

— ‘I don’t want 

to fix your shoes 

because they smell’? 

When they’re left here, 

even if I put them away on the shelf, you 

can still smell them. I’m always hoping 

they’ll come in soon and pick them up.” 
Kenmore Shoe Repair, 512 Comm Ave, 

Boston. (617) 536-5986. 


Best 
department-store 
dressing room 


Few shopping experiences are worse than 
being sardined into a sweaty dressing room 
with an armload of clothes and barely 
enough room to turn around. Paradise, 
however, is a dressing room at Copley 
Place’s Neiman Marcus, where the 
rooms are elegant, enormous, and private. 
The deli-counter, take-a-number approach 
is replaced by a “personal shopper” who 
soothes your burdened arms with the wel- 
come phrase “Shall I start a dressing room 
for you?” The rooms are like private apart- 
ments — with desk, lamp, framed art, 
three-way mirror, closet, and enough room 
for a bed. And the soft lighting from 
sconces on the walls will make any figure 
look good. 

Neiman Marcus, first level, Copley Place 
Mall, Boston. (617) 536-3660. 


I, 
Best men's shoes 


Perhaps it sounds elitist, but if you want 
nice shoes — traffic-stopping-beautiful 
shoes — buy them from a snob. That’s 
right: a nose-in-the-air, not-especially- 
warm sales boy who interacts with you 


ALTERED STATES: lose all 
sense of time in a flotation tank 
at Market Street Health. 


only 
because he 
works on com- 
mission. Why? Because 
this is the kind of person 
who gets hired by the 
stores with the nicest shoes. His incredibly 
large ego requires that he always buy him- 
self the best, which means he’ll know 
which shoes are worth the money. At 
Sola, you may not come away feeling 
loved, but your feet will look fabulous. 
Kenneth Cole, Bacco Bucci, Natha, 
Girandon — these are the must-have 
names, and Sola has their latest offerings. 
A single sleek display of gleaming leather, 
the selection is not quantitatively over- 
whelming, but that is the intended result of 
careful selection; as seasons come and go, 
you just won’t find dated styles in stock. 
Salesman Patrick Sullivan, almost manag- 
ing a smile, defines the fall 98 look as 
elongated and a little square, but not too 
severe. He says the stock is chosen careful- 
ly, with an eye toward the clothes of the 
season and a preference for shoes that are 
classic without being boring, and not too 


al sel 


outlandish. The staff will bring you as 
many pairs as you ask for because, beneath 
the haughtiest pose, they know the bour- 
geois truth: people pay cold cash for 
cool shoes. And they won’t turn their 
noses up at that. 
Sola Men’s, 37 Brattle Street, 
Cambridge. (617) 354-6045. 
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Best 
altered state 


In the 1980 classic Altered 
States, William Hurt 
responded to his sensory- 
deprivation experiment by 
feeding on a live gazelle. 
Now, we can’t guarantee 
cellular regression, but we 
are willing to venture that an 
hour in a flotation tank will 
result in some variety of per- 
sonal transformation. If you 
are not one with the universe, 
at least you will be more 
serene; if you are not more 
serene, you will certainly be 
saltier. The flotation-tank craze 
has come and gone since its 
peak in the early ’80s, but Arana, 
at Market Street Health in 
Brighton, keeps 800 pounds of 
Epsom salts in solution for artists 
and “creative types” who still use it as 
a way of enhancing their . . . whatever. 
For a mere $40 per hour, you'll find a 
vast amount of darkness and a complete 
absence of time inside the egg-shaped 
enclosure. We also found several grade- 
school acquaintances floating in there, but 
that was probably personal. 
Market Street Health Associates, 214 
Market Street, Brighton. (617) 783-7171. 


Best crossover 
hairdresser 


Whereas the talents of many hairstylists 
lean toward one sex or the other, Ecocen- 
trix’s Deneen Chabot and her shears 
are gender blind. With texture as her 
mantra and technique as a silent but 
unyielding weapon, she focuses on the 
functional, not only giving people what 
they want, but going about it in a way 
that is at once freeform and enduring. No 
achingly hip, precious, or dainty cuts 
here. Even those to whom hair gel is 
anathema will be able to look just- 
trimmed dapper several paychecks after 
The Big Cut. You can also rest assured 
that this is one hairdresser who does her 
homework. Besides eyeballing style mags 


Continued on page 12 
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HAIR IN YOUR EYES? Ecocentrix’s Deneen Chabot saves the day. 
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such as Vogue, Details, and Interview, 
Deneen searches for inspiration in places 
such as MTV, architecture, cinema, and 
even the street. “If I’m sitting in a café 
and see a really bad haircut, that can 
inspire me,” says Chabot, whose been 
cutting since her mid-teens. Such wide- 
ranging influences may explain why her 
résumé includes fashion gigs (Armani, 
Gaulthier, Abboud), motion-picture 
styling (Next Stop, Wonderland), and 
product development (Sebastian). Add to 
that a devoted clientele of lawyers, docs, 
artists, writers, and musicians, and what 
you have is one of Boston’s most artful 
hair doyennes. For all sexes, of course — 
and that includes you. 

Ecocentrix, 30 Newbury Street, Boston. 
(617) 262-2222. 
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Best body piercing 


Tongues, clitoral hoods, and the occasion- 
al penis. Nothing is too difficult or too 
embarrassing for 24-year-old Gabe 
Beal, a body piercer at Rites of 
Passage in Brighton. In business for 
seven and a half years, Beal has a gentle 
touch, a professional manner, and a great 
track record. He knows every part of the 
body that can possibly be pierced, and he 
can give detailed instructions on how to 
keep it clean, what’s best to pierce it with, 
and what’s best to stay away from. He can 
tell you how long it will take to heal, and 
he can fix a bad piercing. “I’ve had kids 
come to me with self-piercings that are 
just gruesome to look at,” says Beal, “and 
I’ve had people who thought they’d gone 


to a legitimate piercing establishment 
come to me to fix a really horrible piercing 
job.” Beal, who at some point has had vir- 
tually everything on his own body pierced, 
takes what he does very seriously. “It’s a 
trend or a fad for many people who come 
in here,” he says. “But we as piercers have 
to be very serious about our work. There 
are too many things that can go wrong.” 
Rites of Passage, a small, eccentric shop, 
has four private workstations, each 
equipped with an autoclave for sterilizing 
tools; a multipositional bed; and new 
gloves, needles, gauze, and iodine solu- 
tions. Beal takes the time to mark where 
the piercing will be and lets you watch the 
entire process with a hand-held mirror. He 
doesn’t lie about the level of pain you will 
feel, and he talks you through the whole 
episode. Rites of Passage has a huge 
assortment of rings to choose from, and 
you can even try out a henna tattoo while 
you're there. 

Rites of Passage, 107 Brighton Avenue, 
Allston. (617) 783-1918. 


Best rockabilly/ 
swing haircut 


The resurgence of ’40s- and ’50s-style ; 
rockabilly and swing has a new generation 
of hipsters hitting the vintage-clothing 
racks for zoot suits and poodle skirts. But 
what do you do if your record collection 
says rockabilly and your hair doesn’t 
answer back? Or your shoes say swing and 
your coiffure says disco? One hairstylist in 
town who was doing the high-and-tight 
long before ties got thin again and the 
upright bass became a common sight in 
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Gift Certificates 
thake creative gifts. 


We offer a variety of classes and workshops. 
349 Newburg Streeb * 247-7227 
Harvard Square’ * 868-9777 
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grungy clubs is Shelly Chesson. A 
licensed hairdresser who works out of the 
Dellaria Salon on Harvard Street in 
Coolidge Corner, Chesson specializes in 
back-to-the-future ‘dos for the swing set 
and rockabilly cats — anything from a 
Brian Setzer circa 1986 to a classic Gene 
Vincent. Her true gift is the pompadour, 
but she does fabulous °50s looks for 
women, too. 

Dellaria Salon, 320 Harvard Street, 
Brookline. (617) 277-0077. 


Best commodity 
Metaphor for the 
current state of 
our postmodern, 
Capitalist, 
self-aware culture 


Urban Outfitters. Inflatable furniture. 
Enough said. 

Urban Outfitters, 11 JFK Street, 
Cambridge, (617) 864-0070; 361 Newbury 
Street, Boston, (617) 236-0088. 
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Best furniture store 
that's never open 


In a commercial world that runs increas- 
ingly on a 24-hour clock and the promise 
of almost terrifying availability, the 
Organic Furniture Cellar stands apart. 
Not open, but apart. The store’s hours are 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturdays only — 
except during the summer, when it has no 
hours at all. So if you’re seized on a Mon- 
day with a sudden desire for a vintage 
queen-size headboard, you’ll have to wait 
five days before you can even look at what 
the Organic Furniture Cellar might have; if 
your itch comes in July, you’ve got two 
months to think about it. Trouble is, you 
want to look: these two low-ceilinged 
rooms in Cambridgeport are crammed 
with mid-priced vintage furniture, mostly 
made between 1910 and 1950 — a super- 
market of oak and mahogany and maple. 
“No one quite does it like this,” says 
owner Richard Weiner. “Nobody has 40 
bureaus in stock.” Some of the pieces are 
on the expensive side (an elaborately 
carved dragon-head armchair for $500), 
some quite moderate (a burnished old pine 
bookcase for $125), and some, like a 
mighty wooden desk set out in the yard 
earlier this fall, are free: haul °em and 
they’re yours. The selection changes when- 
ever stuff sells. Why are the hours so limit- 
ed? “So we’re not bothered by customers 
while we’re getting the store ready for Sat- 
urday,” says Weiner matter-of-factly. It’s 
kind of charming that one store still exists 
that doesn’t rely on fake slogans about the 
customer’s coming first. Here, the cus- 
tomer comes on Saturdays or doesn’t 
come at all. 

Organic Furniture Cellar, Pearl Street 
and Putnam Avenue, Cambridgeport. (617) 
492-5426. 
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Best trip to 
vinyl haven 


Or maybe that’s heaven, because Stereo 
Jack’s — a few blocks outside Harvard 
Square — is a record fiend’s paradise. 
That’s used records as in LPs, licorice piz- 
zas — those things they made into albums 
before CDs. Stereo Jack’s has between 


2000 and 3000 of ’em, not counting the 
selection of even more archaic but delight- 
ful 78s. Sure, there are CDs, too — and 
an especially good selection of jazz, coun- 
try, blues, and classical in all forms. The 
St. Peter of this musical paradise is 
“Stereo” Jack Woker. “That was my nick- 
name for years before I had a store, 
because I was such a record hound,” he 
explains. Indeed, even though his own col- 
lection has swelled to “a room and a half 
full, about 15,000 albums” and 5000 CDs, 
Woker’s still got his nose to the trail. 
“Three days ago a guy brought in a Duke 
Ellington 78 from about 1927.” Jack had 
to have it. “I had the cut on LP, but there 
was something about the 78,” he says. 
“They actually do sound better.” 

How does this sound? There’s a bar- 
gain-LP section, organized by genre, with 
most titles selling for a buck. “It’s mostly 
‘70s and ’80s rock: Billy Joel, Bruce Spring- 
steen. It’s maybe $2 or $3 for a Led Zep- 
pelin album. When Princess Di died, every 
copy of Goodbye Yellow Brick Road blew 
out because Elton John had the original ver- 
sion of that song [“Candle in the Wind”] on 
there. We were lucky to sell those.” 

Stereo Jack’s, 1686 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge. (617) 497-9447. 


Best place to yell 
‘Kick out the jams!" 


Delving into the serge-blue interior of 
Mars Records, you'll find an eclectic 
assortment of ’60s psychedelia, sultry 
lounge, Italian B-movie soundtracks, 
obscure ’70s funk instrumentals, ganja- 
inspired dub masterworks, novelty and 
humor, garage-band gems, hard-to-find 
European-label punk reissues, electronica, 
bizarre Japanese pop, post-serialist classi- 
cal music, bebop and free jazz, blaxploita- 
tion collections, avant-garde rock — in 
general, a treasury of vinyl albums and 10- 
inch releases most record stores are simply 
too timid to stock in such high concentra- 
tions. 

Originally located in an Allston mall, 
Mars Records moved to Central Square 
and has since drawn obsessive audiophiles 
and casual shoppers alike. Both are wel- 
come, say amiable co-owners Marc Moran 
and Liz Barnes, who obviously enjoy sell- 
ing music to people at reasonable prices, 
shunting the boys’-club condescension 
and exclusive atmosphere of some indie- 
owned stores. Aside from the affable ser- 
vice, Mars swaggers past the competition 
in the sheer volume of its rarities and odd- 
ities. Of course, you can also pick up 
more-conventional pop, rock, jazz, and 
soul fare (such as an astounding selection 
of James Brown reissues), and new releas- 
es by Stereolab, Yo La Tengo, and Jon 
Spencer, but you are more likely to leave 
with an armful of Electric Prunes than a 
brimful of asher. 

Mars Records, 840 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge. (617) 441-0307. 


Best classical 
music section 


For a classical music fan, entering your 
average music store can be like having 
teeth pulled. It’s almost physically painful 
to find that one’s options are reduced to 
Three Tenors Live and More Music Found 
Floating Near the Titanic at places like 
Wal-Mart. Not so at the Harvard Square 
branch of HMIV. It has a classical room the 
size of a small store, and it is aggressive 
about stocking the music the rest of the 
world is talking about. “It’s appalling,” 
store manager Lisa Goren groans, “what is 
not released in the US.” With her staff fol- 


Continued on page 14 
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EDITORS’ CHOICES fo: page 13 Borders Books and Music, corner of 


Washington and School Streets, Boston. 
lowing European releases in Gramophone (617) 557-7188. 
and BBC Magazine, she imports critical 
works often well before their US release 
dates (which, in some cases, never come). 


While its selection lures customers in, H t H f rs 
HMV’s atmosphere makes them feel right es mix 0 MmuSIC, 
at home. The listening posts have been 


a a 
planned to optimize the pleasure of the kitsch, ant caffeine 


experience: two on either end of a couch, 
one by a high-backed easy chair, four next The coffee at Hi-Fi Records and CDs 
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to huge windows overlooking the square. is notable enough that people sometimes 
If you have a question, the staff is likely to get it to go, says manager Deb Klein. Less- 
have an answer; older on average than the frenzied types can opt to sip and shop or 
Manic Panic teens ringing up sales for nurse a java on the couch and flip through 
some competitors, these clerks are music such books as Johnny Rotten’s No Irish No 
lovers themselves who care about what Blacks No Dogs ($11.95 hardcover) or 
they’re doing. The after-purchase experi- Peter Guralnick’s Last Train to Memphis 
ence is just as pleasant: a 45-day, any-rea- ($12.95 paper). 
son-is-fine return policy and a repeat-busi- Since Hi-Fi opened in July ’96, there 
ness loyalty program. Next time you’re have been no burnings or spillings involv- 
needing a Gorecki fix or a little Bo ing coffee, tea, or hot chocolate (also on 
Skovhus, put yourself in the capable hands tap). There has, however, been occasional 
of HMV — it won’t hurt a bit. heartbreak when a customer fixates on a 
HMY, 1 Brattle Street, Cambridge. (617) gem only to discover that it’s not for sale. 
868-9696. (You will not be taking home Marie 


Osmond’s Guide to Beauty, Health, and 
Style, for instance.) 
eeeeeeeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee But nearly everything is for sale, includ- 
e ing a set of Bozo drinking glasses, the 
est one-stop soundtrack from Deliverance ($3.95 used 
LP), the Cardigans’ First Band on the 


shopping Moon ($7.95 used CD), a 1971 issue of 


Rolling Stone with Michael Jackson on the 


It’s simply mammoth: Borders Books cover ($5.95), and a stunning ’70s orange, 
and Music at Downtown Crossing yellow, and green plastic lazy Susan/AM 
sprawls out and up, its three levels offer- radio ($30). A “perma-sale” is in effect: 15 
ing an amazing array of goods. In the percent off when you buy three or more 
spacious stone expanse of what used to be — used CDs or LPs. Browse slowly and keep 
a bank, this store offers tens of thousands a well-balanced wrist. 

of book titles, as well as hundreds of Hi-Fi Records and CDs, 620 Centre 
magazines and periodicals from around Street, Jamaica Plain. (617) 524-4495. 


the world, making it a heavyweight 
among bookstores. But it also has thou- 
sands of CDs — from the Squirrel Nut 
Zippers to Swedish folk songs and con- B | ati 
siderable options in between — and more est 0 ace to S$ S$ 
than a dozen listening posts at which to 


sample them. Not good enough? How d Jackson Browne 


about videos, cards, calendars, and gifts? 


L] 
You'll need a team of pack mules for the fetish 


COCCCCO ESE EES ESEESESESEESESESEEEE : 


bags. F 
But you don’t have to blow your entire i 

paycheck (though you could) to enjoy the So, you’re a freak for Jackson Browne. 

trip. In addition to readings and book You're trying to start a Web site in adora- 

signings, there are musical events — one tion, and you’re missing his second album, 

fall day’s lineup included a concert pianist 1974’s Late for the Sky. What to do? 

at noon and Lyle Lovett that evening — Tower Records on Newbury Street is 

held right in the store, absolutely free. the answer to the needs of aficionados like 

There’s also a coffee shop that features you. A quick trip will reveal not only that 

espresso drinks, juices, baked goods (okay, you are missing Late for Sky, which they 

toss a few pastries in your bag), and light carry, but that you didn’t even know about 

meals. The two-level café offers the com- his true first recording, Saturate Before 

fort of a ground-level sofa to sink into Using, which they also have in stock (and 

after doing all your holiday shopping, as which makes Late for Sky his third, as the 

well as a second-floor perch from which real die-hard fans know). 


you can watch other shoppers drive them- 
selves into a frenzy. 


Continued on page 16 
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PENNIES FOR HEAVEN: records are cheap at Stereo Jack’s, a vinyl-collector’s paradise. 
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Tower sets itself apart not just by car- 
rying a lot of artists, but by having com- 
plete discographies for many of them. 
Whether it’s a fairly young artist (after 
only five years, the Bjork slot has 11 
titles) or a master like Charles Mingus 
(63 titles), Tower tries to span their entire 
career, and does a good job of keeping 
the whole gamut in stock. This means 
that you can obsess to your heart’s con- 
tent and be the person who knows every 
single word to every song by Jackson 
Browne. If you’re going to be a freak, do 
it right. 

Tower Records, 360 Newbury Street, 
Boston. (617) 247-5900. 


Best wood and 
Steel at a steal 


Gibson, Fender, National, Marshall . . . to 
guitarists and wanna-bes, those names are 
the stuff rock-and-roll, country, and blues 
dreams are made of. The cold reality, 
however, is that gear ain’t cheap. But 
Cambridge Music, with locations in 
you-know-where and Boston, has the best 
bargains on hip used instruments. A 
primo Supro amp for under $175. Lap 
steels for less. Two hundred bucks for a 
shiny Mexican-made James Burton— 
model Tele. An old Kay ready to spank 
for a C-note. 

“It’s less a decision to have low prices 
than to be fair,” says owner Dennis Keller. 
“Our emphasis is on players’ instruments 
rather than pricey boutique stuff. Some- 
body can walk out of here with something 
that you'll see on-stage at Johnny D’s the 
next night.” 

“One problem for me, though, is getting 
too friendly with the equipment. It’s too 
tempting,” he continues. “There was a 
beautiful hollow-body bass, a Premiere, that 
came in. One day [producer] Jon Brion 
and Aimee Mann saw it, and they borrowed 
it for her big record that was on Melrose 
Place. Then Brian Stevens, who was in the 
Cave Dogs, used it for his album. People 
would take one look at it and want to use 
it. Talking to Animals had it on their 
record, too. That time when it came back, I 
said, ‘It’s mine!’ It was way too cool, and 
now it had an interesting history. 

“And I don’t even really play bass! I’m a 
guitarist.” 

Cambridge Music, 1906 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge, (617) 491-5433; 6 Hemenway 
Street, Boston, (617) 247-1747. 


Most people can’t afford to ante up a 
handful of Ben Franks to bring home Fido 
or Kitty, and why should they? Pet adop- 
tion is a sure-fire route to snaring a long- 
term companion without incurring short- 
term financial devastation, and the 
Animal Rescue League of Boston 

is at the top of the Hub in its field. Besides 
offering a free place to park in the South 
End while pet searching, it’s one of the 
most inclusive, reasonable, and rewarding 
operations going. So long as you pass the 
necessary adoption requirements — and 
there are many, all reasonable — it’s pos- 
sible to walk out with a dog, cat, gerbil, 
rabbit, or guinea pig within an hour. The 
benefits are amazing, saving adopters from 
$122 to $470 in vet expenses. Seventy dol- 
lars buys a cat or dog (or kitten or puppy) 
along with everything from rabies shots, 
de-worming, and neutering to first-round 
vaccinations and leukemia tests. They even 
throw in a collar and leash. Perhaps the 
most impressive freebie is microchip ID 
and registration, a nascent program that is 
one of the first of its kind. Before leaving 
the shelter, your pet will have a pinhead- 


size microchip installed under its skin. So 
if your furry friend takes a solo jaunt into 
Greater Boston and can’t find her way 
home, you'll be getting a call before you 
can say “catnip.” 

Animal Rescue League of Boston, 
10 Chandler Street, Boston. (617) 
426-9170. 


Best place to thwart 
a wedding registry 


It’s all well and good that couples use 
their nuptials to pump their distant rela- i 
tives for Wedgwood china and industrial- 
strength espresso machines, but that does- 
n’t mean you have to participate in this 
heinous bourgeois buying frenzy. And 
truth be told, if you happen to be the 
groom’s best drinking buddy from college, 
chances are he won’t appreciate the toll- 
free telephone call you had to make to get 
the $50 potato masher from Crate & Bar- 
rel, either. So thank goodness for places 
like Zoe. The sign on the door says 
WHERE ART AND LIFE COLLIDE, but this is 
only true if your idea of art is restricted to 
Dr. Seuss and Salvador Dali, and your life 
consists of taking large doses of hallucino- 
gens. Stuff in here ranges from a $25 
brushed-stainless-steel clock that bulges 
from the wall like a malignant mole to a 
$2350 love seat that would not look out of 
place melting into the floor. There are 
curvaceous toothbrush stands, rubber 
duckies embalmed in glycerine soap, 
umbrella lamps, and leopard-print chairs 
shaped like high-heeled shoes. Yes, it’s 
silly. No, it’s not cheap, but in terms of 
originality, almost anything here will blow 
away the things you can afford on the reg- 
istry. Just don’t get the three-ringed 
wooden photo book with the cover 
marked EX-GIRLFRIENDS ($52). 

Zoe, 279 Newbury Street, Boston. (617) 
375-9135. 
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Best affordable 
housewares 


In the market for a set of earthen porridge 
bowls? A wicker basket to hold those 
ever-accumulating glossies? Or is it sim- 
ply a 10-inch sauté pan your cupboard 
desires? Well off the trodden path of 
housewares, China Fair boasts abun- 
dance and affordability. Located a plate’s 
throw from Porter Square, it’s not an 
overpolished enterprise like Crate & Barrel 
or an overpriced affair like Williams- 
Sonoma. Instead, be prepared to duck and 
veer about the oddly arranged aisles, climb 
and bend to look at Dutch ovens and peel- 
ers, all the while in search of the stove- 
and tabletop bargains that abound. From 
fads such as mix-’n’-match colored plates 
to dainty trinkets like a glass Teekane 
teapot and infuser or crystal port glasses, 
there isn’t much this store misses. While 
China Fair may not be stacked floor-to- 
ceiling with copper pots and Riedel crys- 
tal, its low- to middle-end selection is 
tough to trump. Any first-time homemak- 
ers out there? 

China Fair, 2100 Mass Ave, Cambridge. i 
(617) 864-3050. 
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Best place 
to buy 20 glasses 
and mugs for $5 


There’s a clichéd image burned into the 
collective Bostonian mind of soccer moms 
rooting through piles of clothes at Filene’s 
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Basement, hunting for bargains. But that’s 
an anal-retentive, orderly process com- 
pared with the scene at Dollar-A-Pound 
Plus. Below the extensive Garment Dis- 
trict thrift shop is an entire floor carpeted 
with clothing, all potential treasures. It’s an 
intimidating pile, and you have to walk 
through mountains of shirts ’n’ skirts to 
navigate the inventory. Prices? The name 
of the store says it all. 

There’s also an entire housewares 
department, consisting of crates of appli- 
ances for a few bucks, kitchen items for 
one buck, and glasses and mugs for two 
bits. If you don’t mind a glass reading 
BRAINTREE HIGH, CLASS OF "91 or a mug 
emblazoned with I ¥ CRIBBAGE, you can 
fully stock your cabinets for a minimum 
cash outlay. Plus, paperbacks cost the 
same as glasses, so building a library is a 
simple chore. Where do they get all this 
stuff? It’s a mystery even to some employ- 
ees: “The truck comes in the morning, and 
we just unload it,” explained one. 

Dollar-A-Pound Plus, 200 Broadway, 
Cambridge. (617) 876-5230. 


Best place 
to buy moldy 
religious relics 


Gargoyles, Grotesques, and 
Chimeras, a narrow, dimly lit shop on 
Newbury Street is a favorite tourist desti- 
nation because it is, in fact, anti-Newbury 
Street. Crowded with antique statuary, art 
reproductions, and sculpture by contem- 
porary artists, the dominant theme is the 
gargoyle; but owners Lou and Bill Gordon 
began as purveyors of devotional art. 


SECOND STRING: fair prices for hip used instruments at Cambridge Music. 







Many of the antiques are for sale, 
although the more-affordable reproduc- 
tions and small plaques and statues are the 
big sellers. Plaster busts of Christ, statues 
of Mary, tapestries of the Ten Command- 
ments, paintings of saints, the poems of 
T.S. Eliot written in calligraphy on faded 
parchment — these reside peacefully 
alongside images of demons, goddesses, 
serpents, and fairies. 

This play of seeming opposites is what 
makes the shop unique. “In here, Pan can 
coexist with the Virgin Mary,” Lou says. 
“Devotional art is whatever opens you up 
spiritually.” Indeed, with soft, colored light 
coming through the shop’s stained-glass 
windows and unobtrusive music that never 
changes but is always somehow new, not to 
mention the images of otherworldly 
denizens and religious icons, the effect 
upon people who enter is often extraordi- 
nary. “The energy of Newbury Street is very 
sexual but also very repressed,” says Lou. 
“But people come in here and something 
changes: the outside world temporarily falls 
away. In the best sense of the word, it is an 
erotic experience.” There you have it. 

Gargoyles, Grotesques, and Chimeras, 
262 Newbury Street, Boston. (617) 
536-2362. 


Best source for 
singular accessories 


In these days of retail, specialty stores can 
be overwhelming. Williams-Sonoma? Too 
many pots. Crate & Barrel? A glassware 
selection of nightmarish proportions. 
Barnes & Noble superstores? Yeesh. What- 
ever happened to hodgepodge charm, the 


Continued on page 18 
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intense seduction of finding an old art book 
right next to a fruit bowl at a flea market? 
Black Ink on Beacon Hill and Black Ink 
@ Home in Cambridge are two places 
where the thrill of randomness is still alive; 
here, singularity converges with happen- 
stance, even if the prices reflect their in- 
town locations. At Black Ink, oversize tin 
dustpans are stacked underneath a saga- 
cious sign: LIFE 1S TOO SHORT FOR LOUSY 
DUSTPANS. An Italian botanical album 
makes an ideal gift for that gardening rela- 
tive. And Dr. Seuss classics are perched 
binding to binding with rare and beautiful 
cookbooks. There’s even a fake yellow 
daisy at the end of a chrome stem and base 
(one time, a customer bought one as a cat 
toy). Black Ink Home is no less fulfilling a 
venture. Two-foot-long porch incense 
blends lemongrass with citronella; a door- 
mat bears the message HI. I’M MAT; and a 
selection of old-fashioned cookie jars 
replenishes the charm of crockery. 

Black Ink, 101 Charles Street, Boston, 
(617) 723-3883; Black Ink @ Home, 370 
Broadway, Cambridge, (617) 576-0707. 


Best functional-art 
store 


Art that’s also useful is a nice enough con- 
cept, but it’s quite often garish, priced for 
trust-fund babies, and harder to rationalize 
than some of the stuff in the Hammacher 
Schlemmer catalogue. Kakadu, a relative- 
ly new store on Newbury Street, is a differ- 
ent kind of housewares-as-art destination. 
Rather than tending toward the esoteric 
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and sickeningly modern, the work on dis- 
play (and for sale) fuses the sleek qualities 
of industrial design with the childlike sim- 
plicity and primary color schemes of Gau- 
guin and Kandinsky, all the while manag- 
ing to remain functional (e.g., CD stands, 
bookshelves, serving trays). The owners 
and designers, husband-and-wife team 
Reut and Aharon Shahar, specialize in 
woodcuts, pottery, and ceramics that re- 
emphasize the notion of global village: the 
pottery and ceramics come from South 
Africa, the woodcuts from Israel. There is 
a rug made out of wood tiles, some drop- 
dead gorgeous ceramic candle holders, and 
a wood-encased mirror. What’s most sur- 
prising is that almost everything on display 
is — unbelievably — relatively affordable. 
The candlesticks are $18 a pair, the medi- 
um-sized mirror is $52, and some of the 
pottery statues can be yours for less than 
$10. There’s definitely something artful 
about that. 

Kakadu, 291 Newbury Street, Boston. 
(617) 437-0666. 
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Best threshold 
of ambiguity 


At first glance, the fusty storefront on Har- 
vard Avenue offers no name, only a black- 
and-white rebus of a winged rabbit. 
Beneath this sketched riddle crouches a 
cluttered vestibule, and beyond it, the win- 
dows lining the walkway encase elemen- 
tary-school science-class oddities and ran- 
dom trinkets: a ceramic brain, an oil paint- 
by-number of da Vinci’s Last Supper, and 
two- or three-foot-long plastic models of 
insects, reptiles, and amphibians. Obstruct- 








BIG FOOT: things get pretty surreal at Zoe on Newbury Street, where art and life collide. 





ed by this motley backdrop is the word fly- 
rabbit, whispered in white lowercase letters 
at the top of each glass pane. What is this 
place? 

Flyrabbit’s self-definition — it calls 
itself a “hodgepodge retailer and purveyor 
of items of interest since 1994” — is no 
less nebulous than its peculiar portal. What 
the Allston business does is sell fringe 
books, comics, and ’zines (including local 
favorites Hermenaut and The Book of Let- 
ters), as well as off-kilter T-shirts, cards, 
and signs. Labeling Flyrabbit simply a 
“bookstore” or a “novelty store” would be 
inaccurate; it’s more like a Spencer Gifts 
owned and operated by David Lynch. 

Flyrabbit, 155 Harvard Avenue, Allston. 
(617) 782-1313. 


Your band needs ms ear 
now, to gig or reco 


Best googly eyes 
and doll heads 


Sure, if you’re a painting major at Mass 
Art, you'll find everything you'll need in 
the way of stretchers and rabbit-skin glue 
at Pearl Art & Crafts. And if you’re a 
potter at Mudflat Studios in Somerville, 
Pearl’s the place for glazes and clay. But 
even if you’ve never been to art school, 
Pearl still has plenty to offer in the way of 
home-craft supplies like googly eyes and 
doll heads, not to mention fake jewels and 


Continued on page 24 


USIC STOFES: 


III ee 





SUNS 
you can’t fii 
anywhere but Daddy's 


We ks 


The "Guitar Wall” , a Dad- 




















* Me dy's store signature, ¢ You want it, but can't afford it all now... DE 
y% | Bie ee You canard monthly payments... ga LS,'/]° 4, Best Pe Guaaeg- Inuow Ma. One! 
® “= manning the entire depth You want to rent [ without To OY Vp 2. Best Wareanry wy THe USA: 
et thestore. committing to buy it. UA/| p"| be oa 
You want to try a new instrument but Ryan ‘3 FREE LFETIME LOANERS OR _ Sexe 
"Y Li, arent sue you'l lick wih. Nore v4, FREE Gurr & Bass - 
‘ Don't wait... Take it home today!“ 5, pREE 7-Day Excuncel 
(. oer peep We also rent gear by day, week or month! 7 6. USA's #1 Service Departwent 5 Years in a Row! 
eh a : -oeos a Keir i sas tures a on atin of 7. RENTALS AND Rest-TO-Own 
, SB rcoring gear and an entire heyboards and drums. ¢ 8. We Buy & Taoe Useo Gen 
q stage full of speakers 7 9. #1 Useo Gear Dents In The Worto! 
; > 10, Useo Gear On-une ano Rock Aucrio! 






With his life-savings of *600, 
Fred ( Coy) Bramante —_ 
the first Daddy's store in 1972... 
* In the beginning, the business focused on buying, trading, selling and servicing 
used music gear. Today, as Daddy's celebrates its 26th anniversary, we proud- 
ly boast the largest inventory of used gear in the world. (over 10,000 pieces 
in stock) And, as one of the Top 20 music retailers in the USA, Daddys stores 
feature the best name brands of new guitars, sound equipment, keyboards, 
drums, recording gear, instrument amplifiers, accessories and more. 
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“How do I get my 
music on the radio?” 














«let Gavin do it for you. 


Gavin will mail your CD, picture and bio to any group of radio stations 
reporting to any and all trade publication charts in any format for less 
than it would cost you to do it yourself. 

Want to hear your music on the radio? 

The first step is to call 
Lou Galliani at 805-542-9999 
Now. 
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self-hardening clay. In fact, the Central 
Square store has an entire floor full of such 
low-art treasures, including a big selection 
of rubber stamps that are perfect for mak- 
ing your own party invitations and sta- 
tionery. Don’t be intimidated by the pro- 
fessional art materials on display when you 
walk into the store. Just make a beeline for 
the basement. 

Pearl Art & Craft Supplies, 579 Mass 
Ave, Boston. (617) 547-6600. 


Best kaleidoscope, 
tin toy, and 
hologram houtique 


The first thing you’re aware of when you 
walk into Joie de Vivre is the noise: 
what with the clatter of hopping tin wind- 
up frogs, the wolf-whistle of the novelty 
mirrors, and the Venus de Milo tapestry 
throw pillow that plays “Pretty Woman” 
when you wind it up, it’s hard to find any- 
that doesn’t jump, croak, 
the most 


thing in the store 
or sing when you touch it. Still, 


impressive toys in the shop are the ones 


you only look into: owner Linda Given has 
issembled a perfectly breathtaking collec 
tion of kaleidoscopes ind they’re not all 


toys for kids. “These are very popular wed- 


ding and graduation presents,” says Given. 
“It’s something you can give to the person 
who already has everything.” 

Ordinary plastic kiddie versions are 
available for $3 to $8, but if you’re shop- 
ping for a grownup, the options range 
from a handsome three-inch-long wooden 
pendant ($16 to $24) all the way up to an 
enormous, black-leather-padded desktop 
version that recreates a 19th-century origi- 
nal ($550). Given has kaleidoscopes made 
out of everything from brass to wrought 
iron to solid alabaster (there’s no hole cut 
in this model; light simply penetrates the 
thin, translucent stone). One popular 
“feather-and-leather” kaleidoscope is 
squeezed like an atomizer, and there’s a 
fist-size version made out of an Australian 
seed pod with glass beads tumbling inside. 
Other versions will try their darnedest to 
screw with your visual cortex — they 
might work like miniature lava lamps, 
show you an eerie vision of polarized light, 
or have you peering through tumbled 
seashells or the swirling colors of a glass 
marble. One model, called a “teleido- 
scope,” simply functions like a psychedelic 
telescope and mirrors the world around 
you — upside-down and in miniature. 
Talk about getting a new perspective on 
things. 

Joie de Vivre, 1792 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge. (617) 864-8188. 


Best place to feel like 
a grownup while 
reading comic hooks 


Narrowly beating out Kenmore Square’s 
Comicopia, the Million-Year Picnic, 
nestled practically underneath Tower 
Records in Harvard Square, remains the 
best place in the city to browse, read, or 
buy comic books. This cozy subterranean 
den offers a tidy, well-lit interior and walls 
lined from floor to ceiling with wooden 
bookshelves (it’s a far cry from the seedy 
dive that the term comics shop sometimes 
brings to mind). The MYP, which at 25 
years old is one of the oldest and most 
respected comics shops in New England, 
has built its reputation on a comprehensive 
selection of intelligent, alternative comic 
books for grownups. Tired of the same old 
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BROWSE at the Grolier Poetry Book Shop, but don’t forget to bring a treat for Jessica. 


superhero stuff? Here you can pick up a 
coffee-table-ready graphic novel about any- 
thing from the life and work of Kafka to 
growing up gay in the civil rights—era 
South. You'll also find women-produced 
comics, gay-themed comics, goth alterna- 
teen comics, and a burgeoning European 
section. 

“We tend to attract an older, more lit- 
erate clientele,” says proprietor Tony 
Davis. “Not to disparage the superhero 
comics, but we want to offer an alterna- 
tive to that. There’s a lot more out there. 
We have comic books for everyone from 
six to sixty.” Indeed, at the Million Year 
Picnic, grandmothers and young women 
can be seen browsing alongside the usual 
crowd of teenage boys and bearded mid- 
dle-aged fans. Whether you’re looking for 
Iron Man or Little Nemo, Peanuts or 
Dykes to Watch Out For, the Picnic has 
got a comic for you. 

The Million Year Picnic, 99 Mt. Auburn 
Street, Cambridge. (617) 492-6763. 


Best cocktail-party 
literature 


Reading needn’t always be an intellectual 
pursuit. For instance, when you need to 
fill your conversational coffers for an 
upcoming cocktail party or stock your 
house with interesting coffee-table materi- 
al, then either Tower Records or Nini’s 
Corner in Harvard Square would proba- 
bly serve you better than any number of 
highbrow establishments. This pair of 
read-me print sources is the sensational- 


read equivalent of Nomar and Mo. Who 
needs CDs, when Tower has a several- 
hundred-book selection that starts with 
nonfiction, meanders its way through 
movie tie-ins and sci-fi, and concludes 
with erotica? Surprisingly, the depth of 
the fiction selection — from Bukowski to 
Vonnegut to Nabokov — is pretty impres- 
sive. But that wouldn’t be so mind-pop- 
ping without options like The Encyclope- 
dia of Unusual Sex Practices; English as a 
Second F**king Language, the bomb- 
happy pages of The Anarchist Cookbook; 
and Dogbert’s Top Secret Management 
Book. 

Down the block, Nini’s Corner offers 
the newsprint yin to Tower’s book-jacket 
yang. Fashion magazines of every shape 
and size give the lowdown on styles in 
places as distant as Australia; stranded 
Manhattanites will relish the Observer, New 
York, and the Village Voice; and porn 
browsers who seek cover can still sound 
upstanding when they talk about that arti- 
cle they were “reading in British GQ.” 
What they won’t tell you was that they 
simply noticed it after studying something 
about shagging like a football star. 

Tower Records, 95 Mt. Auburn Street, 
Cambridge, (617) 876-3377; Nini’s Corner, 
1394 Mass Ave, Cambridge, (617) 
547-3558. 
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Best place to make 
a new friend 


After a hard day of working, shopping, or 
whatever, you want to see a friendly face 


— and a tail wagging enthusiastically 
wouldn’t hurt either. So trot over to the 
Grolier Poetry Book Shop in Harvard 
Square, where Boston’s best-read pooch, 
Jessica (her friends call her Jessie), is 
eagerly awaiting that Milk-Bone you 
brought with you. (You weren’t thinking 
of dropping in empty-handed?) The Groli- 
er’s proprietor, Louisa Solano, is a bit 
more reserved, but her personality is 
reflected in her lovable dogs — Jessie’s 
forebear, Pumpkin, was one of the best- 
known and most-admired canines in 
Boston, a regular not only at Tommy’s 
Lunch and the Adams House dining hall 
but also at Harvard’s commencement 
exercises (yes, she crashed the Solzhenit- 
syn address). Or if you’re looking for 
human companionship, you can’t do bet- 
ter than the thousands of potential new 
friends that line the walls of America’s 
only all-poetry bookshop. 

Grolier Poetry Book Shop, 6 Plympton 
Street, Cambridge. (617) 547-4648. 


Best place 
to shop for your 
little monkey 


Parents have long known that Curious 
George, the inquisitive monkey of chil- 
dren’s-book fame, is nothing but a 
metaphor, a thinly disguised portrayal of 
the endless desire for activity that defines 
childhood. The age of video has provided 
an easy fix for small stimuli-soaking 
urchins, but the passivity of that solution 
— aw, just plop ’em in front of the tube 
— makes it a limited option at best. So it’s 
no wonder that grownups have greeted the 
opening of Curious George Goes to 
WordsWorth — a full-size, two-floor 
bookstore devoted solely to children — 
with such enthusiasm. Given 
WordsWorth’s selection, general manager 
Cathy O’Neill can’t be blamed for wonder- 
ing, Where else would you go? 

Beyond classics like Make Way for 
Ducklings (still a huge seller, O’Neill says), 
the store keeps up with the latest hits in the 
children’s-book industry. Hot titles for fall, 
according to staff specialist Catherine 
Donoaghy, include Squids Will Be Squids 
(Viking), the 20th-Century Children’s Book 
Treasury (Knopf), and Music over Manhat- 
tan (Bantam). Curious George’s collection 
ranges from baby’s first board book to 
middle-school fiction, as well as gifts and 
tie-in products from popular series like 
Winnie-the-Pooh and, of course, the 
store’s namesake. If anything could satisfy 
a little monkey, Curious George is bound 
to have it. 

Curious George Goes to WordsWorth, 1 
JFK Street, Cambridge. (617) 498-0062. 


Best bargain brains 


Beneath the bright but crowded main floor 
of the Harvard Bookstore lies evidence 
that there really are great minds in Cam- 
bridge. The basement room is the size of a 
small bookstore in itself, but with a differ- 
ence: everything there is either a used book 
or a remainder. Remainders are not used 
books; they’re overstocked and discontin- 
ued editions right from the publisher. What 
makes remainders so appealing is that they 
are priced at actual cost, instead of the 
monstrous markup that is standard in book 
publishing — this translates to a savings of 
up to 80 percent. 

The remainders at Harvard include 
recent hits: Roddy Doyle’s latest in hard- 
cover is $5.98 and Cormac McCarthy’s 
trade paperback is $3.98. But this is Har- 
vard, after all, so more scholarly and eso- 


Continued on page 26 
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teric choices are available also, with price 
tags from as low as a buck for a book on 
Marx in Modern Fiction to $62.50 for a 
tome on Michelangelo-as-architect. When 
you factor in the savings upstairs (20 per- 
cent off for New York Times bestsellers and 
the staff-picked “Featured Fifty”), you 
might never pay full price in this store. 
Great books cheaper than anywhere else 
— you don’t have to be a Harvard grad to 
realize this is genius. 

Harvard Bookstore, 1256 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge. (617) 661-1616. 
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Best bookstore 
for pulp fiction 


Looking for sex, violence, good stories, 
and great artwork? Then check out the 
Brattle Book Shop and its impressive 
selection of pulp-fiction paperbacks. “Most 
people who come in here looking for pulp- 
fiction paperbacks are after the covers 
rather than the books themselves,” says 
Brattle owner Kenneth Gloss. “A typical 
cover has a scantily clad woman with a 
knife hanging over her. You can usually 
find other editions of the books, but the 
covers are unique, look good, and are a lot 
of fun.” The Brattle Book Shop, one of 
America’s oldest and largest bookstores, 
has between 40 and 50 shelves of older fic- 
tion, 10 percent of which are devoted to 
the garish pulp-fiction genre, most of 
which was between the end of World 
War II and the early 1960s. (The term pulp 
fiction was coined for the cheap pulp paper 
these novels were printed on, though of 
course it helped that the stories were 
tawdry, too.) Although the range of pulp 
fiction is always changing, you can be sure 
that there will always be an interesting 
cover waiting to be discovered and a 
friendly staff member there to guide you in 
your browsing. 

Brattle Book Shop, 9 West Street, 
Boston. (617) 542-0210. 
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CHEAP THRILLS: the Brattle Book Shop's stock of old-fashioned pulp fiction satisfies the finest of trashy tastes. 


@eeeeeeeeeeoeeeeeeeeeeeeoeeeeeeeeeesd 


Best foreign-language 
bookstore 


Simply put, Schoenhof’s is the indis- 
pensable bookstore for any linguist or lan- 
guage enthusiast. In this little store on Mt. 
Auburn Street, you can purchase or spe- 
cial-order books in more than 400 lan- 
guages and dialects. To top it off, the staff 
is friendly, helpful, and specialized. If you 
have a question about an obscure Russian 
novel, you'll likely be referred to someone 
who studied Russian and is a specialist in 
Russian literature. A special tip for stu- 
dents: Schoenhof’s will likely carry all the 
books you need for your foreign-literature 
classes for much cheaper than you'll be able 
to get them in your own school bookstore. 
Schoenhof’s Foreign Books, 76-A 
Mt. Auburn Street, Cambridge. (617) 
547-8855. 


Best place to 
read 5 pages of 
20 different hooks 


Reading one book a day, it would take 
more than 400 years to finish every title for 
sale at Boston’s most inviting bookstore, 
Waterstone’s Booksellers. Situated in 
the elegant brownstone that once housed 
the historic Exeter Street Theater, Water- 
stone’s is a no-brainer destination on a 
rainy weekend afternoon. Its literary intelli- 
gence is worlds beyond the McDonald’s 
mentality of competitors like Barnes & 
Noble. Bestsellers are displayed alongside 
significant but more obscure titles. Tables 
covered with eclectic samplings of paper- 
backs call a browser’s attention to forgot- 
ten or otherwise overlooked titles. The 
store is also known for its packed readings, 
which draw such literary stars as John 
Updike, Martin Amis, and Irvine Welsh. 


Shopping 





But at the heart of Waterstone’s appeal is 
its aesthetic charm: large windows on three 
floors look out upon the Newbury Street 
bustle from a quiet distance; a small café 
satisfies the java craving inevitably precipi- 
tated by the smell of all that fresh paper; 
and, above all, plentiful lounge chairs 
encourage visitors to take their time, sam- 
ple, try a book on like a sweater. If you 
buy something, great. But if you treat the 
place a little like a library sometimes, 
nobody’s going to bother you. 

Waterstone’s, 26 Exeter Street, Boston. 
(617) 859-7300. 
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Best place to find 
10th-century 
Kufic calligraphy 


Would you like a fabulous library on the 
arts of Central Asia? Looking for the only 












































surviving manuscript page of Vasari’s Lives 
of the Artists? A leaf of Kufic calligraphy at 
a mere $125,000? Or would you prefer a 
$50 gift book on Monet, an elegant cultur- 
al house gift that will compliment your 
host’s taste? Whatever your price range, 
Ars Libri, the rare-book store that spe- 
cializes in books on art and the art of the 
book, can accommodate you. It’s an amaz- 
ing place, esteemed by collectors, libraries, 
and museums all over the world. You have 
to be buzzed in, but shoppers ranging from 
the Getty Museum and the National 
Gallery of Art (some of Ars Libri’s steadi- 
est customers) to the modest-income con- 
sumer are welcome and treated with 
respect by the knowledgeable and helpful 
staff. The store is like a library — you 
browse the endless stacks. But the central 
aisle has display cases of some of owner 
Elmar Seibel’s finest Islamic manuscripts, 
Baroque architectural treatises, and early- 
20th-century avant-garde illustrated books 
by El Lissitzky and Marcel Duchamp. If 
the Grolier Book Shop in Harvard Square 
is an oasis for poetry, Ars Libri is a mecca 
for art lovers. 

Ars Libri, 560 Harrison Avenue, Boston. 
(617) 357-5212. 


Best indoor place 
to get rooked 


Still in its original location across from 
Harvard Yard on Mass Ave after 113 years, 
Leavitt & Peirce, one of the Boston 
area’s oldest tobacco stores, was once 
known as the “other college in the square.” 
Notables such as Winston Churchill and 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt have visited the 
establishment — and you can bet they 
weren’t looking for Marlboro Lights. Now 
a seller of Harvard memorabilia, board 
games, and old-fashioned men’s acces- 
sories, in addition to cigars and cigarettes 
from around the world, this place has a 
sweetly pungent smell, like that plug of 
half-smoked apple tobacco in your great- 
uncle’s pipe. If you’re a somewhat adven- 
turous smoker who hasn’t yet found a 
brand to die for, try looking at the multi- 
farious assortment behind the counter and 
you'll soon see that you have no lack of 
options. Continentals can light up a 
Gaulois (France), Sherman’s (UK) will 
satisfy the dandy’s urbane palate, and 
smoking a Cleopatra (Egypt) will just 
make you want to run down the street, 
order a 100-ounce wheatgrass juice, and 
convert all your holdings in Phillip Morris. 
Above all the tobacconist’s merchandise 
is the true narcotic, however: an old-fash- 
ioned gallery where you can rent a chess 
board and play for two bucks an hour. And 
yes, of course you can smoke. It’s relatively 
quiet, funky, and intellectually calming in 
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NO EXIT: window chairs and thousands of books make Waterstone’s hard place to leave. 
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Ford 24-month Red Carpet Lease 
Credit capitalized cost $25,939.40 
Cash due at signing 


(includes refundable security deposit)......... $3,459.43 
$0.15/mile over 24,000 miles. 
See your local Ford Dealer for details or call 1-800-556-FORD. 
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Cash due at signing (Net of RCL Cash) 
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$0.15/mile over 24,000 miles. 
See your local Ford Dealer for details or call 1-800-556-FORD. 
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haa | capitalized cost. $25,990.81 


Cash due at signing 


(includes refundable security deposit) $2,890.48 
$0.15/mile over 24,000 miles. 
See your local Ford Dealer for details or call 1-800-556-FORD. 





1999 Expedition XLT 


Ranked “Best Full-Size Sport Utility Vehicle in Initial Quality” 


S 3 9 9 by J.D. Power and Associates* 
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36-month Red Carpet Lease 
capitalized cost .. se .... $32,673.51 
Cash due at signing 

(includes refundable security deposit)......... $4,256.45 
$0.15/mile over 36,000 miles. 

See your local Ford Dealer for details or call 1-800-556-FORD. 








* The Ford Expedition was the highest ranked Full-Size Sport Utility Vehicle in J.D. Power and Associates 1998 


Initial Quality Study 2. Study based on a total of 58,117 consumer responses indicating owner-reported 
problems during the first 90 days of ownership 
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this public parlor. Unlike those clock-punchers holding 
court outside the Au Bon Pain a block away, some people 
actually like to think before maneuvering in a chess game. 

Leavitt & Peirce, 1316 Mass Ave, Cambridge. (617) 
547-4576. 


Best cigar store 


Led by red-vested third-generation tobacconist Robert 
Peretti, Park Square’s L.J. Peretti Co. has been procur- 
ing tobacco, cigars, pipes, and smoking goods for 125 
years. A sniff and a glance are all it takes to realize that the 
place is an old-school smoke shop, with the welcoming 
aroma of tobacco leaves ever-present, pipes proudly dis- 
played, and a lingering customer or three who seem as fixed 
as the register. Over in the tony Back Bay, Gloucester 
Street Cigar Co. is a portrait of what cigars have become 
today. Maple cabinets frame a room that aims to evoke the 
charm of the past, with the Duke on the stereo and leather 
chaises on the floor. In the back, a glass-encased walk-in 
humidor (easily half the size of the place) houses all the cig- 
ars. Different in look, different in personality, L.J. Peretti 
and Gloucester Street both manage to be Boston’s best 
cigar purveyors. At Gloucester Street, the lineup of cigars 
changes every two weeks and the store offers free Wednes- 
day-night tastings. At Peretti, a catalogue offers everything 
from basic Macanudos to the high-end Chateau series by 
Artutor Fuente, and special orders such as La Flor Domini- 
cana El Jocko show up regularly. If you got ’em, smoke ’em 

L.] Peretti Co., 2'/2 Park Square, Boston, (617) 
482-0218; Gloucester Street Cigar Company, 34 Gloucester 
Street, Boston, (617) 424-0100. 


Best place to he a witch 
(or just shop like one) 


Of course, your contemporary witch needs to go to the 
store to buy cat food, toilet paper, and beer just like every- 
one else. But where do these postmodern magical practi- 
tioners go for, you know, those special items they need? 
While some health-food stores now sell bulk herbs and 
incense, and the botdnica is a good bet for candles, the 
well-heeled Wiccan needs a place for one-stop shopping. 
That place is Ritual Arts in Allston. This small shop is 
brimming with tarot cards, unusual candles, and one-of-a- 
kind statuary and wall sculptures, as well as one of Boston’s 
best selections of occult jewelry. 

The proprietor, Toni Fanning, says that while many of 
her regular customers are experienced witches who regular- 
ly stock up on herbs, oils, candles, cards, books, and other 
supplies, she gets novices and dabblers, too. “You can tell 
the beginners; a lot of them just want stuff for spells . . . 
especially love spells.” Many ask for advice; Fanning 
encourages such seekers to open themselves to positive 
influences, rather than manipulating someone’s free will: 
“Usually if someone is trying desperate measures to get a 
lover back, that person is no good for them anyway.” There 
is so much beautiful stuff in this store that one trip is usual- 
ly not sufficient to take it all in. Animal lovers beware: Fan- 


HARD AS NAILS: Model Hardware is the place to go 
if you like your hardware stores old-fashioned. 
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FISHY BUSINESS: 88 Supermarket has an exotic variety of fresh seafood and Asian produce. 


ning’s two cats, four birds, and incorrigible Boston terrier 
are charming fixtures in the store, but they’re not for sale. 

Ritual Arts, 153 Harvard Avenue, Allston. (617) 
787-4157. 


Best place for 
sliced deer antler 


Driving past the Reliable Market in Somerville’s Union 
Square, there’s no obvious reason to stop. Seeing the cov- 
ered windows and dark, single door, it is easy to assume 
that it’s like so many small Asian markets — a fair selec- 
tion of dried noodles and indifferent produce piled pell- 
mell in cramped quarters. Don’t be fooled. First of all, 
though it may seem small from the outside, the Reliable 
pulls a Dr. Who on the inside — it’s immense, with rooms 
opening up to rooms opening up to rooms. And the selec- 
tion: stunning. The super-clean aisles hold shelf upon shelf 
of every kind of sauce, noodle, and little squirmy dried fish 
that you could ask for. The prices aren’t the cheapest, but 
the one-stop-shopping convenience is hard to beat. Various 
giant bottles of kim chee go for $7.99, 16 ounces of hot 
bean paste for $4.65. They have glistening produce, fresh 
fish, Asian liquor and beer ($18.99 for a case of Kirin), 
and fresh cut sashimi (a mere $15 for some 40-plus pieces 
of tuna, salmon, and herring). Oh yeah, plenty of sliced 
deer horn, too ($39.99 for four-tenths of a pound). 

Reliable Market, 45 Union Square, Somerville. (617) 
623-9620. 
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Best Asian-foods supermarket 


Looking for a place where you can find ingredients for 
Chinese dishes, newly baked pastries, Asian vegetables, 
and fresh squid? Check out 88 Supermarket. Right 
across the turnpike from Chinatown, 88 Supermarket has 
everything you could want for a Chinese meal, and lots of 
things many people have never even heard of. Entering 88, 
you are overpowered by a mixture of sweet, spicy, and 
generally delicious smells. In the refrigerated-foods aisle 
you can find, among other things, frozen Peking ravioli, 
wontons, and dim sum—type pastries. The dry-food aisles 
have a plethora of rice and noodles, canned vegetables and 
fruit, meat jerky, spicy rice crackers, and tasty sauces. 
88’s produce department combines the best fruits and 
vegetables from a regular supermarket with a wide variety 
of Asian produce. The seafood department has the widest 
and most exotic variety of fish you will see outside of an 
aquarium. Tuna, lobsters, shrimp, and monkfish are dis- 
played side by side. Down the aisle from these piscine deli- 
cacies you can find a section of barbecued pork ribs and 





Peking ducks, and near the cash registers at the entrance is 
a small bakery where you can get pork rolls, sesame rolls, 
and a rich array of desserts. Parking is ample, and all the 
prices are extremely reasonable. 

88 Supermarket, 50 Herald Street, Boston. (617) 
423-1688. 


Best Eisenhower-era 
shopping experience 


There are tons of places in Somerville where the past and 
the future collide in odd and interesting ways, but nowhere 
more so than at the Porter Square Star Market. Yeah, 
it’s technically in Cambridge, but hunched in its blond- 
brick strip mall with Dress Barn and Parade of Shoes, its 
heart is definitely in Somerville. And we like it that way. 
Call it Yankee ingenuity, but somebody there at some point 
— we'll venture to say during the boom years of plastic — 
saw the future of grocery-store parking lots. They knew 
about the sadistic urge to abandon your cart in a place that 
you know will make it difficult, if not impossible, for the 
next guy to park unscathed. Maybe they even foresaw the 
advent of the steroid-enhanced SUV, against which the 
old-fashioned, lop-sided, crazy-wheeled cart would always 
lose in the battle for a space. Well, before the problem got 
out of hand, someone at Star took the cart by the handle 
and invented a little system we haven’t seen replicated any- 
where else. Yes, those big gray tubs that drift out the win- 
dow like Sputnik-era swan boats, the ones with the feath- 
ered white plastic handles peeping out the tops, the ones 
that double as rain buckets in the cheese aisle after a light 
shower — those are filled with your groceries. That big 
plastic number that looks like a highway bathroom key 
chain? That’s your number (no, you can’t keep it). And 
that enormous gaggle of blue-shirted folks loitering out- 
side, usually doubled over in laughter — they’re there to 
help you put the groceries into your beat-up Honda. Yes, 
the Honda that you actually found a space for — is this 
like the 50s or what? It’s just too bad you can’t leave it in 
that parking lot overnight. 

Star Market, 299 Broadway, Somerville. (617) 
776-7733. 


Best wine shop 
for hottle-fondlers 


Boston’s biggest and best wine shops have an image 
problem. One is situated on a low-rent stretch of the B 


Continued on page 31 


SUPPLEMENT TO THE BOSTON PHOENIX THE BEST NOVEMBER 6, 1998 29 


PLANET 


NEW/USED 
* COMPACT DISCS > 
* RECORDS - 


DVE TO THE FERE AT OUR KENMORE 
SOVARE STORE WE HAVE RELOCATED 
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FINE ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES 


A Fresh Look at Antiques... 


Featuring an eclectic collection 
of Americana, art, jewelry, 
and authentic items from life in the 
1930s, ‘40s and ‘50s. 


266 Concord Avenue 
Cambridge, MA 02138 
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NEW SHIPMENTS JUST ARRIVED: 
CHINESE ANTIQUES ¢ JADE « KOREAN CHESTS 


10% OFF WiTH THIS AD 


RTE. 9 East, Natick, MA 


(508) 631-2100 _“"22x% 


Sat. 10AM-6PM 
Across From Super Stop & Shop Wed.. Thurs., Fri. 1OAM-7PM 


Sunday 12 Noon-5PM 





Kit Kat or Reese’s Peanut Butter Cup? 
Definitely Kit Kats. | have a special way of eat- 
ing them. | break off a stick and peel off the 
different layers of wafer. 


What's an interesting contradiction 
with you? 

Well, I'm kinda shy but | love to perform in 
front of people. My ultimate dream is to be 
the best basketball player in the NBA and 
Michael Jordan would be my buddy. After 
the game he’d say, “Hey, Vic, let’s go get 
some burgers.” 


Is it true that you have a major 

shoe thing? 

Yes, | love shoes. | have so many shoes, 
everybody makes fun of me. | buy them all the 
time during lunch. | have 20 pairs just at work. 
And shoes are one of the first things | notice 
when | look at a man. 


"4 What do you mean in your Phoenix 
Personal, “...see beauty in rain”? 
| love the rain because it instills a different 
kind of emotion. Some people can see the 
we beauty in all types of nature. | love to walk in 
thunderstorms. 


And, what do you mean when you say you 
love New York energy? 
lf | could, | would stay out all night. I'd hang 
out in a coffeehouse talking with friends. 
Maybe at some place that had poetry read- 

» ings. I'm very attracted to the deep passion 

= that people sometimes express with their 

F own poetry. 


So, did the types of responses you got 
_ from your Phoenix Personal surprise you? 

Yes, I’ve met a lot of really interesting people - 
from starving artists to successful entrepre- 

™ neurs. | had wondered if anybody would 
read them or respond. But | did think that the 
Phoenix would be a great way to reach a 

4 diverse group of people who are fun and cre- 

* ative. And it has. 


|PHOENIXp 


People Just Like You. 


Place your FREE Personal! 
( 617 ) 859-3283 © www.bostonphoenix. com 3 
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Line, with a garish neon sign beaming 
LIQUORS at the convenience store across 
the street. Passersby could be forgiven for 
assuming that, behind the sign, Budweiser 
lurks. But those who ignore the fagade 
and enter Brookline Liquor Mart are 
in wine heaven; BLM boasts Boston’s 
largest selection of Bordeaux, an equally 
impressive stock of Burgundy, and more 
old and mature bottles than all other area 
stores combined. Add to that a rare-wine 
room with even more ancient treasures, a 
savvy staff, and Boston’s most useful 
weekly wine tastings (every Saturday 
afternoon), and there’s not much room 
for Budweiser. 

The other store looks, well, a lot like a 
bathroom from the outside . . . and not a 
particularly clean one at that. But while 
BLM’s strengths are firmly rooted in 
France, Martignetti’s stellar collection of 
Italian wine is only part of an incredible 
selection from around the globe. Especially 
interesting are deep representations of 
often-ignored regions like Alsace, the Loire 
Valley, and Germany. 

Martignetti’s, 1650 Soldiers Field Road 
Extension, Brighton, (617) 782-3700; 
Brookline Liquor Mart, 1354 Comm Ave, 
Allston, (617) 734-7700. 


Best wine shop 
for the indecisive 


The old “we try harder” slogan applies to 
small wine shops trying to compete against 
behemoths like BLM, Martignetti’s, and 
Marty’s. But if the measure of a retailer is 
quality, not quantity, then Vines rises 
quickly to the top of the oenological heap. 
A small store can’t afford to have wine sit- 
ting around collecting dust, so only the 
cream of the crop makes it to the shelves. 
And it’s not necessarily the trendiest wine, 
either; what Vines sells is what proprietor 
John Sano finds interesting or compelling, 
damn the ratings and the hype. What 
remains is easily Boston’s most worthwhile 
collection of wines, backed by the knowl- 
edge and the expertise to satisfy everyone 
from the novice to the wine freak. The case 
and half-case discounts are among 
Boston’s best, as well. Yes, it’s a little hard 
to find. Yes, parking can be problematic. 


MOB RULES: join the fray at Market Basket, 


the best place to roller-derby for food. 








You expected convenience in Newton? 
Vines, 1191 Centre Street, Newton. 
(617) 244-4292. 


Best wine and 
cheese destination 


It’s 8 p.m. on a Friday and you’re in the 
middle of prepping for a dinner party. The 
fish is marinating, the salad is ready to be 
assembled, the candles are lit, and the 
guests — exacting foodies all of them — 
are no doubt dressing and 40 minutes 
from their ETA. Then you realize that 
you’ve forgotten not only the wine, but the 
cheese as well. The local spa won’t do, the 
finer fromage outposts are long closed, and 
you already promised several people great 
blue cheese. In this situation, you have one 
option: the Wine & Cheese Cask in 
Somerville. At this destination for the dis- 
cerning, the hard-to-find label can be 
applied to, well, both wine and cheese — 
and both are available until the 11 p.m. 
closing time. The fact that the two are the 
culinary “it” pairing — a label they’ve 
seemingly held since time immemorial — 
doesn’t hurt, either. 

With dozens of varieties ranging from 
American treasures (Great Hills Blue) to 
French classics (tomme de savoie) and 
Irish rarities (Tipperary), the cheese 
counter could easily stand on its own. But 


INVOKE THE SPIRITS at Ritual Arts in Allston. 





around the corner lies a warren of dim 
rooms that are filled floor-to-ceiling with 
rare labels, especially from California and 
France. The only problem, of course, is 
choosing. Luckily, the staff is well versed 
in both rind- and grape-speak. 

Wine & Cheese Cask, 407 Washington 
Street, Somerville. (617) 623-8656. 


Best place to 
roller-derhy 
for cheap food 


Trader Joe’s may tout itself as the “unique 
grocery store,” but you’re missing out if 
you don’t go to the most unique store of 
all, Market Basket. Outside, a glorious 
sign straight from the ’70s beckons you 
from a shopping-cart-filled parking lot, 
and hokey white placards announce weekly 
meat specials; inside, bargain-crazed shop- 
pers lurk in every aisle. It’s like a roller 
derby without rails, pads, or helmets — 
but you can take your pick of formidable 
opponents. Sharp-elbowed grandmothers, 
cawing flocks of children, and terminally 
indecisive locals swarm through the aisles, 
and you, quite frankly, are just in the way 
of a bargain. Some shoppers manage to 
avoid skirmishes, but the best strategy is to 
join the fray. Sure, Market Basket doesn’t 
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always have fresh spinach, and a can of 
hearts of palm has never been seen on its 
shelves, but come on when have you 
ever squeezed this much fun and fury out 
of a trip to Trader Joe’s? 

Market Basket, 400 Somerville Avenue, 
Somerville. (617) 666-2420. 


Best old-school 
hardware store 


What does “dime bag” mean to you? If it 
means a tiny, jewelry-sized Ziploc bag full 
of gleaming two-and-a-quarter-inch nails, 
then come on down! This is your kind of 
place. We’re talking a whole aisle full of 
drawers brimming with nails of every 
shape and size. Brass or steel? Thin or 
thick? Finishing nails or the kind with a 
nice broad head? Clasps and hinges, 
screws and washers, nuts, bolts, Model 
Hardware’s got everything you need for 
that special little project you’ve been 
working on for 10 years, and old-fash- 
ioned, creaking wood-plank floors to boot. 
Lumber’s downstairs (it’s the good stuff, 
so be ready to pay a bundle for it) and 
electrical and plumbing things are 
upstairs, but if you need anything, just 
ask, because the folks who work here are 
down-to-earth and friendly. And did we 
mention that a sub-average-height person 
can actually reach things on the top 
shelves, unlike at those mammoth, do-it- 
yourself chain superstores? Just FYI: 
know what you’re looking for before you 
go in here (that is, measure first), or else 
you might get overwhelmed. It’s a Norm 
Abrams place, not a Bob Vila place, you 
know? If you don’t, go get the other kind 
of dime bag. 

Model Hardware, 22 Harvard Street, 
Brighton. (617) 782-5131. 


Best hardware store 
if you're in the 
market for 20 pounds 
of nails, a cut-rate 
computer or a lot 

of very knotty pine 


Can you say “fell off the back of the 
truck”? Well, we won’t, but that’s the feel- 
ing you get in Grossman’s Bargain 
Outlet. Sure, they’ve got loads of wood, 
and if you don’t mind a little sap, a few 
knots, and some modest warping, the 
price is right (as in, about one-eighth of 
the price of finished pine at some hard- 
ware stores). But lumber ain’t the half of 
what they got at this warehouse empori- 
um. We’re talkin’ CD Walkmans, railroad 
spikes, washer/dryers, laundry detergent. 
Roach Motels. Mops. Wicker furniture. All 
mixed up together. There are no “depart- 
ments” at Grossman’s Bargain Outlet. 
Aisles? Gimme a break. But that’s what’s 
fun about this place: pawing through a 
box of nails in search of a screw, or going 
to look for a toilet plunger only to find a 
. . . personal computer! Sure, you might 
get that sick feeling, like, “Boy, I sure 
would like to buy it at some mom-and-pop 
place — or at least somewhere where 
there are a few salespeople roaming 
around,” but just think about the new 
American parlance Grossman’s could 
inspire: “Honey, would you run down to 
the store and pick me up a Philips screw- 
driver — and a refurbished five-disc CD 
changer while you're at it?” 

Grossman’s Bargain Outlet, 
217 North Beacon Street, Brighton. 
(617) 783-1906. ) 
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Best store 
for new books 


The literary marketplace is an awfully 
strange place these days. While doomsay- 
ers tell us the reading population can now 
fit into the women’s washroom at the 
Boston Public Library, it seems there are 
more places than ever to buy books, talk 
about books, and keep track of your 
favorite authors, whether it be at virtual 
venues like amazon.com and Salon maga- 
zine or in the many very real bookstores 
in Boston and Cambridge. We may 
bemoan the shrinking number of inde- 
pendent booksellers and the Starbucksifi- 
cation of the chains that dominate the 
market, but the fact is that reading lives, 
and Phoenix readers voted en masse for 
their favorite stores. The winner for south 
of the Charles? That British import 
Waterstone’s, which proudly resides in 
the Richardsonian Romanesque edifice on 
Newbury and Exeter Streets (and also in 
Faneuil Hall). Not only is this gray emi- 
nence one of the best places to browse 
(especially on the third floor of the Exeter 
Street locale, with the light pouring in 
those arched windows), but it hosts some 
of the best readings in town, with smart 
introductions by the staff, plenty of 
chairs, heady Q&A sessions, and free cof- 
fee. Who can beat that? 





READERS’ CHOI 


Well, WordsWorth in Harvard 
Square comes close, according to Phoenix 
readers. Although this labyrinth of literary 
goodness is usually crawling with biblio- 
philes, and thus is not the greatest place 
to park it and read a hundred pages of 
Infinite Jest, it does have a helpful infor- 
mation desk, some deep discounts, and 
(occasionally teaming up with the Brattle 
Theatre) its own impressive reading 
series: authors Lauren Slater, Lorrie 
Moore, Jay McInerney, Susan Minot, 
Jimmy Carter, William Weld, and Cynthia 
Ozick, among others, took the stage in 
October alone. Who said no one reads 
anymore? 

Waterstone’s Booksellers, 26 Exeter 
Street, Boston, (617) 859-7300; 1 Faneuil 
Hall Marketplace, Boston, (617) 
589-0930; WordsWorth Books, 30 Brattle 
Street, Cambridge, (617) 354-5277. 





Best store 
for used hooks 


Old books are as central to Boston’s self- 
image as the fabled bean and cod. New- 
bury Street’s Avenue Victor Hugo 

and Downtown Crossing’s Brattle 
Bookshop represent the best of that tra- 
dition. Victor Hugo’s Newbury Street 
location, musty charm, and relatively well- 





organized stock keep people coming back. 
Fiction, nonfiction, philosophy, maritime 
history, you name it and this store’s prob- 
ably got it — and if they don’t, the sales 
guys can often tell you before you go a- 
browsing. At the venerable Brattle, which 
is more than 50 years old and specializes 
in rare and antiquated books, there are 
two floors of poetry, fiction, science, phi- 
losophy, and just about anything you can 
name pertaining to American history, 
mostly in hardcover editions. 

Across the river and down the bike 
path, McIntyre & Moore triumphed in 
the race for best store for used books. 
Strangely, M&M is about as lacking in 
Victor Hugo’s old-fashioned mustiness as 
it is rich in New England brusqueness — 
that is, if you don’t look tenured. Helpful 
hint: wear your beret, your tweed jacket 
with the leather elbow patches, and your 
pince-nez, and do not — we repeat, do 
not — ask where the true-crime section is 
(it’s tucked at the end of an aisle on the 
left-hand side). A no-frills kind of place, 
M&M occupies a linoleum-floored base- 
ment room that would seem more suited 
for a church rummage sale than an 
esteemed bookstore. It’s not what you 
would call cozy, and there’s nowhere to 
sit and read except on the aforementioned 
linoleum floor. But if it’s medieval history, 
architecture, philosophy, or social-science 
books you’re looking for, you’ve come to 
the right place. There’s a small selection 
of fiction, too, but don’t expect a quick 
turnaround there. Like the bookstore 
itself, that particular section is likely to 
stay put for years. 

Avenue Victor Hugo Book Shop, 339 
Newbury Street, Boston, (617) 266-7746; 
Brattle Bookshop, 9 West Street, Boston, 
(617) 542-0210; McIntyre & Moore 
Booksellers, 8 Mount Auburn Street, 





Cambridge, (617) 491-0662; Harvard 
Bookstore, 1256 Mass Ave, Cambridge, 
(617) 661-1616. 


Best comic-book 
store 


When two guys with $2000 and a huge 
comic-book collection founded New- 
bury Comics, they probably didn’t stop 
to think about the confusion the name 
would cause. As it grew into a regional 
chain, it became the Strawberries for peo- 
ple with combat boots, with music as its 
focus. Many a pimpled boy has made the 
trek from the ’burbs just to discover that 
comic books are only a small part of its 
stock. Still, some branches retain a wide 
variety of comics, including action-hero 
serials and alternative ’zines. On Newbury 
Street, some of the staff can tell you 
whether a character is new or old, in or 
out of print. It may not be the place for 
die-hards to find obscure titles, but for 
the casual enthusiast, it’s a must. 

New England Comics is the epi- 
center of comic fanaticism in the North- 
east. In addition to carrying everything 
from Anime to X-men, they publish Tick 
comics themselves and issue newsletters 
about what’s hot. You can get collectibles 
(Spiderman Chapter 1, Number 2) and 
satisfy very specialized needs, including 
your seasonal craving for Vamps, Pump- 
kin Time, and Batman: The Long Hal- 
loween. This is the place to begin any 
search for out-of-print or hard-to-find 
issues. But if you’re looking for a date, 
you might be better off at the Star Trek 
convention. 


JEFF THIEBAUTH 





Newbury Comics, 332 Newbury Street, 
Boston, (617) 236-4930; 36 JFK Street, 
Cambridge, (617) 491-0337; New 
England Comics, 14 Eliot Street, 
Cambridge, (617) 354-5352; 316 
Harvard Avenue, Brookline, (617) 
566-0115; 131 Harvard Avenue, 
Brighton, (617) 783-1848. 
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You know those little cards that fall out of 
every magazine you read, tempting you to 
subscribe with boasts of savings of up to 
78 percent over the newsstand price (if 
you commit to two years and a near con- 
stant onslaught of junk mail from that 
moment forward)? From the sounds of it, 
you’d think these newsstands had a stran- 
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glehold on the magazine market, conniv- 
ing to separate Vogue readers from their 
hard-earned pennies as well as their self- 
esteem. The fact is, newsstands are few 
and far between, and real ones, like the 
newsstand at Copley Square, our 
readers’ favorite, not only bestow Impor- 
tant City status on cities that might not be 
too sure, but brighten up dingy corners 
with sprays of fresh flowers and all those 
strange glossy faces. What’s more, we're 
happy to report that this particular news- 
stand is a model of the form, with its 
basic lean-to structure sheltering a daz- 
zling assortment of international and 
national magazines and newspapers, not 
to mention fresh flowers and snacks. 
Needless to say, if you’re in a rush to get 
to the Green Line or the commuter rail at 
Back Bay, cross to the other side of the 
street. 

Unfortunately, that advice won’t work 
so well in Harvard Square, where the 
Out of Town newsstand (in a kiosk in 
the Square) and Nini’s (on the corner) 
stare each other down like Rupert Mur- 
doch and Mort Zuckerman. Try to avoid 
one and you hit the other; try to avoid the 
other and . . . well, this isn’t a problem 
for many of our readers, who seem to 
flock to Out of Town for their weekly/ 
daily/hourly media fix without a hint of 
guilt. And indeed, there is quite a bit of 
entertainment on the racks here, ranging 
from muscle mags to literary journals to 
the whole range of foreign-language 
newspapers. Best of all is the location, 
where you can browse, people-watch, and 
listen to the Beatles cover band in front of 
the Harvard Coop without feeling as 
though you’re in the middle of a parade 
route. 

Copley newsstand, Boylston and 
Dartmouth Streets, Boston; Out of Town 
News, Harvard Square, Cambridge, (617) 
354-7777. 


Best store 
for new records 


Since it’s an incontrovertible fact that 
CDs are not going to go the way of the 
eight-track, you can stock up at Tower 
Records, which is perfectly comfortable 
handling any new-music request. The 
three-floored complex on Newbury Street 
isn’t simply a CD store; it’s an entertain- 
ment complex where you can easily lose 
yourself for hours. Listening stations 
planted in nearly every corner of the store 
afford try-before-you-buy orgies of aus- 
cultation. Drum ’n’ bass, avant-garde, 
country, Latin, classical, world pop, folk, 
punk, underground, blues, metal, and just 
plain old Dylan — everything is here in 
spades. 

Newbury Comics is a specialty- 
comics dealer, but it also happens to have 
one of the best selections of new music 
around — on CD and vinyl. Don’t make 
the mistake of coming here if you’re look- 
ing for something that doesn’t rock (or at 


MILES OF AISLES: entertain yourself for hours at massive Tower Records. 


least groove). A bit thin on the highbrow 
offerings, Newbury Comics deals mostly 
with alterna-pop, electronica, rock, punk, 
rap, and local music. Although prices are 
pretty much comparable to what you'd 
find at Tower, here you can also find an 
array of T-shirts emblazoned with band 
names, grisly images, and obnoxious mes- 
sages for teens just beginning to learn the 
meaning of rebel, as well as for grownups 
who are overly attached to youth culture. 

Tower Records, 360 Newbury Street, 
Boston, (617) 247-5900; 95 Mt. Auburn 
Street, Cambridge, (617) 876-3377; 
Newbury Comics, 332 Newbury Street, 
Boston, (617) 236-4930; 1 Washington 
Mall, Boston, (617) 248-9992; 36 John F. 
Kennedy Street, Cambridge, (617) 
491-0337. 


Best store 
for used records 


If you’re looking for Nuggets, the used- 
vinyl merchant, then it seems appropriate 
that you need to journey beneath the 
earth to get them, as you would with any 
gold mine. Perhaps it’s just a coincidence 
that both locations are situated below 
street level, but on the other hand it’s no 
secret that the type of people who hunt 
obsessively for obscure gems like Faust [V 
or the Mothers of Invention’s We're Only 
in It for the Money tend to be badly in 
need of some vitamin D. Classic jazz, 
psychedelic rock, and novelty records are 
in abundance here along with other run- 
of-the-mill LPs and 45s spanning the 
genres of rock, country, jazz, and blues. 
It may take a lot of finger power, but 
we’re sure you'll extract something pre- 
cious if you flip through the bins long 
enough. 

You’ll find more than Elvis at 
Mystery Train, the vinyl junkie’s 
shameless pusher. A recent visit to the 
new Central Square store was rewarded 
by a glance up to the records on display 
(and definitely for sale) along the wall: 
amid the seldom-seen Mongo Santamaria 
and Nancy Sinatra LPs, we spotted an 
original copy of Call Me Burroughs, the 
spoken-word album that created a sensa- 
tion in the East Village for Bill (and his 
Beat buddies) after its release in the 60s. 
Also on hand for a modest price was the 
difficult-to-find Fly, Yoko Ono’s masterful 
experiment in evocative screeching and 
noise-as-music-making. Rarities and odd- 
ities crop up in the piles of plastic 
arranged in clearly marked, neat rows 
(almost unheard-of in used-record 
stores), but there are plenty of two- and 
three-dollar Neil Youngs, Pink Floyds, 
and Patsy Clines here, too, along with a 
lot of used CDs, especially at the smaller 
Harvard Square location. Finally, Mystery 
Train’s owner should be paraded through 
the streets and canonized in a solemn cer- 
emony for generosity of heart: a couple of 
turntables with headphones for customer 
use at each location make the days of 


stab-in-the-dark record-buying obsolete. 

Nuggets, 486 Comm Ave, Boston, 
(617) 536-0679; 1354-A Beacon Street, 
Brookline, (617) 277-8917; Mystery 
Train, 1208 Mass Ave, Cambridge, (617) 
497-4024; Mystery Train Il, 306 Newbury 
Street, Boston, (617) 5536-0216; Mystery 
rain Central, 403 Mass Ave, Cambridge, 
(617) 547-9976, 


Best place to buy 
Stereo equipment 


Back in the *70s, hi-fi systems were all the 
rage: you know, individual stereo compo- 
nents that allowed for equalization and 
sophisticated control over the quality of 
sound emanating from your woofers and 
tweeters. These were important prerequi- 
sites for listening to Dark Side of the 
Moon or any of the other concept-rock 
albums customized, it seemed, for people 
more into midnight toking than music. At 
Tweeter, that tradition lives on, albeit on 
a more technologically advanced scale. 
You won’t find those trippy oscilloscopes, 
but you can surfeit yourself on Denon, 
Yamaha, Sony, Kenwood, and AdCom. 
Turntables (thankfully) are for sale here, 
as are receivers, preamps, amplifiers, tape 
decks, CD and DVD players, speakers, 
and soon (to complete your living-room 
audiovisual isolation chamber), even high- 
definition TVs. 

Cambridge Soundworks, on the 
north side of the river, is also a favorite 
shopping spot for hi-fi fanatics who don’t 
realize Electric Light Orchestra and the 
Alan Parsons Project haven’t done shows 
in a while. Primarily a seller of speakers 
obtained straight from manufacturers like 
Morantz, Harmon Kardon, and Sony 
(although they do have some electronic 
components, as well as TVs and VCRs), 
CS will set you up with a good pair of 
loudspeakers to handle your specific lis- 
tening needs, whether you’re a bass freak 
or an air-guitar nut. 

Cambridge Soundworks, 100 
Cambridgeside Place, Cambridge, (617) 
225-3900; 30 John F. Kennedy Street, 
Cambridge, (617) 576-6775; Tweeter 
Etc., 350 Boylston Street, Boston, (617) 
262-2299; 874 Comm Ave, Boston, (617) 
738-4411; 102—104 Mt. Auburn Street, 
Cambridge, (617) 492-4411. 
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Best place to buy 
musical instruments 


So you wanna play guitar? Well, whether 
you fancy yourself an Yngwie Malmsteen 
or a PJ Harvey, Guitar Center can set 
you up with an ax that'll make your par- 
ents roll their eyes, if your lyrics don’t 
make them do so first. In this mammoth 
store, filled with people wandering around 
trying out different instruments or jam- 
ming out in soundproof rooms, you can 
choose from a variety of classic electric 
(Fender, Gibson, Les Paul, Rickenbacker) 
or acoustic (Ovation, Takamine, Martin) 
guitars. Amps are on hand for purchase 
or for playing through; other instruments 
like basses and keyboards are liberally 
represented; and the staff will happily 
accommodate your needs for accessories 
like effects pedals, tuners, and those 60- 
foot cords you'll need (eventually, any- 
way) to go bounding across the stage at 
Great Woods. 

Daddy’s Junky Music is a winner 
with tour-bus loads of Boston-area musi- 
cians. Apart from the new equipment it 
sells (similar to that at Guitar Center), 
Daddy’s always has a good supply of used 
(often vintage) guitars, as well as new and 
used electronic keyboards, drum 
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machines, and DJing equipment. If you’re 
serious about your band or your studio, 
then check out their PA systems, four 
tracks 
omebody to hear you, right? It 


and mixing boards you want 
implicity 
uits your style, and tradition’s bred in 
our bone 1on t fret: you Can always g 
home with a Hohner harmonica 

750 Comm Ave 
Brookline, (617 958 ( s Junk) 
Music, 2234—38 Mass Ave 
(617) 497-1556; 165 Mass Ave 


(617) 247-0909 


Guitar Center 
Cambridge 
Boston 
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Best computer store 


Remember that proto-hacker in your high 
school, the only kid who could program 
the Apple II computer sitting in the back of 
the classroom? He loves Micro Center. 
A vast department store of computer hard- 
ware and accessories, it’s proof that he was 
a bit ahead of his time. For the rest of us 
it’s one-stop shopping for living in the 
‘90s. The huge selection of computers 
printers, and software is sold by knowl 
edgeable staff who will give you the real 
deal on products and they’re not even 
working on commission. Many of their 
refurbished computers are sold at half the 
retail price, savings that draw the whole 
wired world to these doors like moths to a 
porch light. 

CompUSA bills itself as a superstore, 
which makes sense :it not only carries 
every techie tool and accessory you can 
imagine, but will build you a PC from 
scratch. But why imagine customers to be 
only those people who physically come into 


the store? CompUSA will even provide you 
with computer training (Novell, Lotus, 
etc.) in your home or office. Hey the 
more you know, the more you'll need to 
buy. Packaged or built-to-order, your place 
or theirs, this company has definitely got 
you in mind 

Micro Center, 727 Memorial Drive 
(617) 239-6400; CompUSA 
617) 


Cambridge 
205 Market Street, Brighton 


783-1900 
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Best store for new 
furniture 


Way ahead of the domestic-design craze 
that spawned Pottery Barn and Williams- 
Sonoma, there was Crate & Barrel, a 
store that promoted the idea of simplicity 
while still being giddily packed floor-to- 
ceiling with jelly jars and vases, overstuffed 
pillows and woven place mats. So success- 
ful was that operation that the store soon 
branched into furniture of the soft-but- 
sturdy variety, and so successful was that 
operation that Phoenix readers voted it the 
best store for new furniture north of the 
Charles. Quality, of course, doesn’t come 
cheap, and a simple armchair covered with 
unbleached cotton might run you 400 
bucks, but chances are it will complement 
your wilder stuff and should last forever 
(or damn close). 

As for Boston proper — well, readers 
did a little nose thumbing at the Down- 
town Crossing department stores, as well 
as at sleeker-than-thou newcomer Restora- 
tion Hardware on Boylston Street. It seems 
they’d rather trek out to Jordan’s 
Furniture in Waltham to do their furni- 
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TOME RAIDERS: Avenue Victor Hugo’s musty charm and well-organized stock 


of used books are a winning combination. 


ture shopping. Why? Well, size, for one 
thing. Jordan’s gigantic showroom contains 
scores of beds and sofas in an array of 
styles, ranging from traditional mom-and- 
pop picks (which are fine if Mom and Pop 
are buying) to “shabby-chic” couches with 
blond-wood frames and nubbly upholstery, 
which are supposedly favorites with Gen 
Xers. If you’re not the type to get over- 
whelmed by the kaleidoscopic array of 
upholstery colors offered with each model, 
or jargon such as double-doweled and cor- 
ner-blocked, glued-and-screwed (isn’t there 
a law against that?) and eight-way hand- 
tied coil springs, this is your spot. 

Crate and Barrel Furniture, 1045 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge, (617) 547-3994; the Mall 
at Chestnut Hill, Newton, (617) 964-1800; 
Jordan’s Furniture, 289 Moody Street, 
Waltham, (781) 894-6100; 100 Stockwell 
Drive, Avon, (508) 580-4900; 1 Underprice 
Way, Route 9, Natick, (508) 424-0088. 
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Best store for 
used furniture 


There are scads of great little tchotchke 
stores and antiques shops in and around 
Boston, funky places where you might not 
get a bargain but you can definitely get a 
conversation piece. We’re thinking of that 
strip along Harvard Avenue in Allston, the 
bit of Mass Ave between Porter and Har- 
vard Squares, and the Organic Furniture 
Cellar in Cambridgeport. Problem is, 
they’re just that — little — at least com- 
pared to the places most of you guys are 
thinking about, which are huge. And 
cheap. And definitely hit or miss. Amvets 
is your fave south of the Charles. This All- 
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ston thrift emporium is a magnet for stu- 
dent bargain hunters. Don’t expect to find 
a mahogany sleigh bed or a Tiffany lamp 
here, but if you have a good eye and a little 
bit of luck, you might be able to re-create 
your family’s orange-and-brown den from 
the ’70s, complete with TV console, vinyl 
sofa, and an imitation wood-grain coffee 
table. And there’s a certain ineluctable 
charm to that. 

North of the Charles the winner is the 
Salvation Army, which has many of 
Amvets’s virtues (including the fundraising 
function), along with four times as many 
locations, which of course means four 
times as much stuff. Stereo speakers, mod- 
ular velour couches, and occasionally some 
fine antiques are all here for the pickin’. If 
you're thinking big, as in really really big, 
try the warehouse store out in Saugus (see 
“Best Warehouse Thrift Shopping,” page 
6), where mammoth oddities go to die and 
be resurrected. 

Amvets Thrift Store, 80 Brighton 
Avenue, Allston, (617) 562-0720; 
Salvation Army Family Thrift Stores, 328 
Mass Ave, Cambridge, (617) 354-9159; 
483 Broadway, Somerville, (781) 
395-9783; 209-233 Broadway, Saugus, 
(781) 231-0803; 456 Broadway, Chelsea, 
(617) 884-9323. 


Best art-supply store 


Cambridge is home to many artists and 
creative types, so it shouldn’t seem odd 
that Pearl Art & Craft Supplies is a 
veritable hornet’s nest of activity pretty 
much from the time it opens its doors in 
the morning until the last customer (Pilot 
pens firmly in hand) slinks out at night. 
On the ground floor, pens, pencils, inks, 
art and reference books, calligraphy instru- 
ments, and offbeat, artsy cards for all occa- 
sions fill the floor space in back of the reg- 
isters. Go down the stairs and enter a 
basement-level wonderland of paper, mat 
boards, brushes, notebooks, sketch pads, 
and materials for every craft your grand- 
mother ever learned and tried, however 
unsuccessfully, to teach you. Unkempt 
artists with hollow looks and chipper pri- 
mary-school art teachers alike go hog wild 
in this delightful palace of pigment and 
paste. 

If you’re fond of throwing paint on your 
walls in a drunken fury like Jackson Pol- 
lock, but you’re not in Cambridge often 
enough to visit Pearl, then you’re probably 
already acquainted with Charrette, which 
has a location in Boston as well as Harvard 
Square. Although it’s a fine-arts supplier 
like Pearl, Charrette leans a bit more 
toward servicing the needs of “design pro- 
fessionals,” stocking office supplies, furni- 
ture, architectural tools, portfolios, and 
presentation equipment in addition to 
things like markers, pens, pencils, erasers, 
paper, tapes, and adhesives. One part of 
the store, which is called ProGraphics, 
actually provides hi-tech digital imaging 
and printing services. That’s a good reason 
to expect a mix of graphic designers and 
Mass Art students in its inner sanctum. 

Pearl Art & Craft Supplies, 579 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge, (617) 547-6600; 
Charrette, 777 Boylston Street, Boston, 
(617) 267-2490; 44 Brattle Street, 
Cambridge, (617) 495-0250. 
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Best women's 
clothing store 


B is for basic, and also for Boston. Bosto- 
nians like basics, and no one does basic 
better than Ann Taylor, which you voted 
your favorite women’s clothing store in the 
city. While it helps, of course, that Ann is 
somewhat ubiquitous ’round these parts 
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BRUCE COHEN 


THRIFT KING: retro-chic clothing at bargain prices make Bruce Cohen’s 


Garment District a shopping hot spot. 


(she has three locations in Boston and two 
in Cambridge), her popularity makes 
sense. Like a sensible Capricorn, she keeps 
your wilder sartorial impulses in check by 
stocking only classics — things your 
mother wouldn’t tsk-tsk you for wearing 
— while at the same time meeting your 
standards for quality. Here you'll find 
office clothes, of course: racks and racks 
of lined skirts in black and all the “new” 
blacks (i.e., brown and gray) with jackets 
to match; snug cashmere sweaters; and 
sturdy cotton blouses tailored for women. 
But recently AT has been coming up with 
some sporty numbers, too, such as brightly 
striped jersey shirts whose colors don’t 
fade, and boot-leg denim trousers — a 
more suitable uniform for those of us who 
belong to the ranks of the gainfully under- 
employed. 

We sense it was largely members of that 
massive subgroup who gave Urban 
Outfitters the nod as the best women’s 
clothing store north of the Charles. (Yes, 
we know there’s a U.O. on Newbury 
Street, but a number of respondents duly 
noted that it was the Harvard Square 
branch’s bargain basement in particular 
that sent them into shopping ecstasy.) 
Geared toward Generation X hipsters and 
their high-school acolytes, Urban Outfit- 
ters has built a reputation around not so 
much setting trends, but being so quick in 
pumping out imitations that it’s sometimes 
hard to tell which came first. Greatly 
marked-up (but well-chosen) used clothing 
makes up part of their stock, but it’s the 
new duds that draws the club kids in shuf- 
fling packs: cropped shirts and baby Ts, 
baggy jeans and clingy skirts and thick 
sweaters made by Free People. Girls, think 
Gwen Stefani. And don’t forget to check 
out that chaotic bargain basement. 

Ann Taylor, 800 Boylston Street, Boston, 
(617) 421-9097; 18 Newbury Street, 
Boston, (617) 252-0763; 111 Faneuil Hall, 


Boston, (617) 742-0031; Urban Outfitters, 
11 JFK Street, Cambridge, (617) 864-0070. 
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Best men's 
Clothing store 


For some reason, boys and girls under 20 
gravitate to Urban Outfitters rather 
than the Gap these days, at least within 
city limits. Always bustling with the irre- 
pressible energy of youth buying power, 
the store stocks apparel made by compa- 
nies that have isolated certain characteris- 
tics of trendy dance-floor wear and then 
cranked out their own composite versions. 
If you’re tired of looking for a baggy black 
shirt made of shiny acrylic with only one 
and not two pockets (because it’s more 
Euro than bargain-store), then chances are 
it’s here. Sort of like L.L. Bean meets 

LL Cool J, Urban Outfitters is crammed 
with jeans, coats, dress shirts, pullover 
sweaters, gloves, hats, shoes, belts, and 
pants both in basic tones and with savvy 
explosions of color. After shopping here, a 
guy can walk out looking relatively sophis- 
ticated in a casual-but-cool way. 

Filene’s Basement is a different 
story altogether. This markdown mall (or 
is that maul?) is as much a Boston institu- 
tion as Fenway Park, and just as jam- 
packed. A huge section of the basement is 
devoted to suits and jackets, and it’s 
staffed by a gaggle of cologne-wearing 
salesmen modeling the merchandise and 
chatting in accents that belong to an earlier 
period in Boston’s history, more Kennedy- 
era than Weld-wearied. Men shop here for 
office wear, taking advantage of the dis- 
count prices on dress shirts, ties, and 
socks, as well as for more casual attire, 
delving into the bottomless bargain bins 


that hold sweats, T-shirts, athletic wear, 
sweaters, jeans, and khakis. The real den 
of happiness is the area of the store where 
they sell men’s underclothes: take home a 
handful of Calvin Klein boxer briefs at half 
the price you’d find in any other depart 
ment store; or grab a package of their 
ultra-cheap V-neck Ts and groom your 
chest hair for public viewing 

Urban Outfitters, 11 JFK Street, 
Cambridge, (617) 864-0070; Filene’s 
Basement, 426 Washington Street, Boston, 
(617) 542-2011. 


Best used-clothing 
store 


No surprises here. Not only is the 
Garment District arguably the biggest 
thrift store in Cambridge, Phoenix readers 
think it’s the best (all due respect to run- 
ner-up Oona’s). Legendary among retro 
bargain hunters, this wood-floored mega- 
store offers room upon room of poodle 
skirts and halter tops, sequined dresses and 
polyester pantsuits. But what some shop- 
pers might not expect is the Garment Dis- 
trict’s large selection of, well, “normal” 
clothes — say, stuff you might wear to a 
temp job where you can’t show up in a flu- 
orescent baby-doll dress or gas-station- 
attendant’s coveralls. Also on hand is a 
small selection of new clothes, mostly 
made by lesser-known designers, that put a 
new spin on couture. To get really down 
and dirty, check out the first-floor “buck- 
a-pound” store, covered with what often 
looks like the fallout from an explosion in a 
textile factory. 

As for south of the Charles, readers 
picked Amvets in Allston again. (See 
“Best Store for Used Furniture,” page 34.) 
Clearly this place offers some dependable 
one-stop shopping on that side of town. 
The WalMart of thrift stores? Gosh, we 
hope not. In fact, our readers say you can 
get some of the most original duds in town 
from this deceptively simple shop. Original 
— hear that, Sam Walton? 

Garment District, 200 Broadway, 
Cambridge, (617) 876-5230; Amvets 
Thrift Store, 80 Brighton Avenue, Allston, 
(617) 562-0720. 


Best shoe store 


For anyone with a shoe fetish, Boston and 
Cambridge are kind, even encouraging, 
cities. They may not be great places for 
stiletto heels or hobble boots (try those on 
an icy sidewalk), but chunky platforms and 
steel toes have become as prevalent (in 
stores and on feet) as Manic Panic hair dye 
and tattoos. They’re, like, part of a fashion 
statement? And so in the shoe department, 
our readers don’t mess around. South of 
the Charles, they go to Montreal-based 
Aldo, whose biggest and busiest store is 
on Newbury Street. One saleswoman 
described the styles here — all of which 
are made by Aldo and Stoneridge, a sub- 
sidiary of Aldo — as “fashion-foward,” but 
judging from a recent window display, they 
look downright millennial: curvaceous 
soles in the three-to-five-inch-thick range 
appear to contain secret rooms or even 
motors. Most of the designs, thankfully, 
are simple, slick, stylish leather — and 
black, black, black. 

In Harvard Square across from the 
delightful Grendel’s (see “Best Harvard 
Square Food Bargain,” Food & Drink) 
lurks Berk’s, your favorite store on yonder 
side of the river. A wee bit out of the way 
and deceptively small, this little corner store 
packs a serious punch when it comes to 
footwear. Sure, they stock the funkiest 
brands in town (Fluevog, Steve Madden, 
Doc Martens, Tattoo, Rocket Dog, Nana, 


Continued on page 40 
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Mia, etc.) in some seriously cool colors, but 
they also understand that trying on shoes is 
entertainment, sustenance, even therapy for 
some of us. As shoe freaks prowl the store 
with deliberate steps (shoe pinch? heel 
scrape?), Berk’s frantic but friendly sales 
staff race in and out of the storeroom, arms 
loaded with shoe and boot boxes. The mes- 
sage is clear: help is on the way. 

Aldo Shoes, 180 Newbury Street, 
Boston, (617) 266-0501; 330 Washington 
Street, Boston, (617) 357-6891; Berk’s 
Store, 50 JFK Street, Cambridge, (617) 
492-9511. 





Best sporting-goods 
store 


Since its founding in 1983, City Sports 
has done a full-court press on Boston; 
they’ve hit the wall and surmounted it, 
sent a grand slam sailing over the Green 
Monster, aced every serve, broken the 
tape, ally-ooped, touched down, and shut 
out the competition in this category, 
snagging “bests” both north and south of 
the Charles. Why, pray tell, is this private- 
ly owned, Boston-based superstore such a 
winner? Two things come to mind: conve- 
nience and selection. For some reason, 
not many giant sports stores set up shop 
along gritty city streets, preferring the 
safe, sterile confines of the mall. But 
those that do, like City Sports, reap the 
benefits in terms of customer loyalty. 
With eight stores in the Boston area, and 
a planned expansion of one store per year 
in cities like New York and Philly, City 
Sports is an urban store and, as such, 
needs to maximize space — which brings 
us to point number two: selection. 
Because of their relatively limited digs, 
you won’t have to sort through a mind- 
bending array of off-brands and crappy 
models; instead, there’s a decent range of 
mid- to high-end shoes, in-line skates, 
moisture-wicking clothes, and enough 
equipment (balls, rackets, weights, darts, 
and the like) to satisfy any reasonably 
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FLEET FEET: when it comes to sporting goods, our readers run to City Sports. 


serious athlete. Tennis, anyone? 

City Sports, 20 Bromfield Street, Boston, 
(617) 423-2015; 168 Mass Ave, Boston, 
(617) 236-2222; 480 Boylston Street, 
Boston, (617) 267-3900; 1035 Comm Ave, 
Brighton, (617) 782-5022; 16 Dunster 
Street, Cambridge, (617) 868-9232; 1815 
Mass Ave, Cambridge, (617) 661-1666. 


Best cosmetics store 


Time was when the typical cosmetics store 
contained long glass counters; scary, stern 
women in lab coats coming at you with 
fuchsia lipstick; magnifying mirrors; and a 
mad chemist’s array of tinctures, powders, 
potions, and elixirs. Sure, those places still 
exist, but Phoenix readers voiced a prefer- 
ence for makeup with a distinctly ’90s tint. 
The Body Shop — that legendary propo- 
nent of “no animal testing” founded in 
1976 by entrepreneur Anita Roddick in 
Brighton (England) — garnered more 
votes than any other store south of the 
Charles (the Harvard Square location 
notwithstanding). Seems that the backlash 
against the not-so-sweet smell of Rod- 
dick’s success has blown over, and cus- 
tomers once again enjoy the Body Shop’s 
body butter, peppermint foot lotion, hemp 
hand protector, vitamin E moisture cream, 
and full range of face paint, without worry- 
ing that someone may have tried out their 
mascara on an unsuspecting rabbit first. 
Readers’ fave north of the Charles is a 
homegrown item: the New Agey Origins, 
which started up in Cambridge seven and a 
half years ago. Now there are 20 stores 
around the US, with many, many more 
slated to open before the millennium. Ori- 
gins hews closer to the laboratory aesthetic 
than does the Body Shop, whose candy- 
store crowdedness verges on chaos around 
the holidays, but this laboratory is the type 
that might be used for acupuncture, mas- 
sage, or aromatherapy, with mellow music, 
clean floral scents in the air, and lots of 
blond wood. Not only are products not 
tested on critters; they’re “as natural as 
you can get without having things rotting 
on the shelf,” says Dan Hoal, one of the 
store’s “guides” (a kinder, gentler salesper- 





son). A salt rub with crystals from the 
Dead Sea is a top seller, as are Peace of 
Mind gumballs with basil, mint, and euca- 
lyptus, part of the sensory therapy pro- 
gram. Tasty. 

Body Shop, 800 Boylston Street, Boston, 
(617) 375-0070; 200 State Street, Boston, 
(617) 261-1870; 277 Washington, Boston, 
(617) 227-8288; 1440 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge, (617) 876-6334; Origins, 1 
Faneuil Hall Marketplace, Boston, (617) 
742-7447; 8 Brattle Street, Cambridge, 
(617) 868-8090. 


Best place to get 
your hair cut 


In a city where one street alone has more 
high-end hair salons than some US states, 
how does one salon set itself apart? 
Unmatchable luxury. Giuliano Day Spa 
and Hair Design Center has a team of 
award-winning stylists, as well as specialists 
in color (and the restoration of original 
color). But why stop there? You can eat a 
fabulous meal and be pampered all day by 
professionals with facials, body wraps, 
manicures, and even plastic surgery (if you 
call that pampering). Mmmmmm, dahhling. 

Good God, how did a hair-salon chain 
end up on the “best of” list? Well, by being 
so uniformly good that customers from all 
over the city wrote in to sing its praises. 
Dellaria Salons seem determined to 
show that great styles are not limited to 
wealthy urbanites. With ongoing training 
for their stylists, a house line of products, 
and salons that are bright and beautiful, 
they’re trying to make sure that when peo- 
ple hear the name Dellaria, it inspires feel- 
ings of joy and gratitude, rather than post- 
traumatic stress disorder. 

Giuliano Day Spa and Hair Design 
Center, 338 Newbury Street, Boston, (617) 
262-2220; Dellaria Salons, 623 Comm 
Ave, Boston, (617) 262-8750; 1236 Comm 
Ave, Brighton, (617) 566-8719; 322 
Harvard Avenue, Brookline, (617) 
277-0077. 
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Best place to buy 
eyeglasses 


Eyeglasses have become a scene of battle 
for fashion designers in the past few years. 
It’s not enough to have Donna Karan 
pants — now you need glasses that are 
just as au courant. Eye World tries to 
meet those haute-y cravings with 2000 
frames, including styles designed by Liz 
Claiborne and Calvin Klein. But if you fear 
that such big names are too commonplace 
for your baby blues, Eye World also has an 
exclusive Milano Collection of eyewear 
imported from Italy — and as we all know, 
foreign must mean fashionable. Plus, if 
you're going to strut your stuff, it helps to 
see where you're going. 

Little square plastic glasses are all the 
rage and, with Armani being popular, they 
don’t come cheap. But the folks at For 
Eyes believe that what you see should be 
what you pay for, so the tag on the frame 
is the actual cost of the whole package 
(not just the frame), including single- 
vision lenses (bifocals, lenses for astigma- 
tism, and the like cost extra). There’s an 
independent optician on site for vision 
testing, as well as a wide variety of the lat- 
est frame styles, so if the Armani tag 
induces sticker shock, you can look for a 
better view. 

Eye World, 699 Boylston Street, Boston, 
(617) 437-1070; 481 Washington Street, 
Boston, (617) 357-9747; 100 
CambridgeSide Place, Cambridge, (617) 
577-8440; For Eyes, 330 Newbury Street, 
Boston, (617) 536-4896; 10 City Hall 
Place, Boston, (617) 523-3420; 125 
Summer Street, Boston, (617) 261-1813. 


Best place 
to buy jewelry 


A black velvet box may say “Will you 
marry me?” but a light-blue box implores 
the recipient to say yes. That box — the 
trademark of Tiffany and Company — 
is testament to 160 years as iconic arbiters 
of luxury and good taste. Highly esteemed 
for the quality of its diamonds, Tiffany 
swears by the four C’s: cut, color, clarity, 
and carat. Diamond or emerald, gold or 
platinum, these are keepsakes that will 
never lose their value (at least monetarily). 
These jewels are definitely not for impulse 
buyers; if someone you love proposes with 
a ring from Tiffany, they’re serious. 

Shreve, Crump & Low is like a 
Back Bay old-money matron of a bygone 
era. Eschewing flashiness for elegance, the 
dealer fills its rooms with treasures. The 
items that pass through the gleaming store 
often become collector’s items, increasing 
in value every year, though many clients 
would never dream of selling. Fittingly, a 
display of the store’s finest jewels was fea- 
tured in a scene from the movie Mrs. Win- 
terbourne — period pieces, of course. 

Tiffany and Company, Copley Place, 
Boston, (617) 353-0222; Shreve, Crump & 
Low, 330 Boylston Street, Boston, (617) 
267-9100. 








Best place for 
gifts under $5 


Alas, in most places the five-and-dime, the 

place where one used to find funky cheap 

things, is quickly becoming a thing of the 

past — and so is the $5 gift, for that mat- 

ter. Which must be why we got so many 
smart-aleck responses to this particular 

item. One reader suggested that a $5 gift 

might be found in someone’s trash; anoth- 

er suggested that one is situated up his 

derriére. Well, thanks but no thanks. But if : 
you do need a $5 gift — say, for one of | 
those Secret Santa switcheroos — you 
might want to head over to Buck a 
Book, where you'll find candles, CDs, sta- 
tionery, seasonal decorations, wrapping 
paper, and the like, most of which is under 
$5, as well as the fabled one-dollar books. 
It’s about as close to a five-and-dime as 
you’re gonna get these days, anyway. 

In Cambridge, Urban Outfitters won 
in this category, though we were hard- 
pressed to find much here for less than five 
bucks (unless your idea of a present is a 
single glass bowl, a plastic pencil holder, or 
a stubby candle). If you raise the bar a lit- 
tle bit — to $10 or $15, perhaps — the 
prospects widen considerably and you 
might find a neat pewter frame, a frosty- 
blue Bodum wine rack (marked down to 
$15 from $28), an embroidered notebook, 
or one of those huge colorful cup-and- 
saucer combos (great for coffee addicts). 
One caveat: if you see a sale rack marked 
$4.99 AND UP, know that the emphasis is 
on the up. 

Buck a Book, 125 Tremont Street, 
Boston, (617) 357-1919; 38 Court Street, 
Boston, (617) 367-9419; 274 Elm Street, 
Somerville, (617) 776-1919; 30 JFK Street, 
Cambridge, (617) 492-5500; Urban 
Outfitters, 11 JFK Street, Cambridge, (617) 
864-0070; 361 Newbury Street, Boston, 
(617) 236-0088. 
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Best hardware store 


Well, Home Depot is not really a hard- 
ware store — it’s more like a hundred 
hardware stores, combined with a lumber- 
supply outfit, a home-decorating depart- 


Continued on page 42 





WE VE EXPANDED 
IN MORE WAYS THAN ONE. 


LEXINGTON ESTATE JEWELERS 


ts pleased to announce the opening of 


LEXINGTON ANTIQUES 


a unique antique and decorative accessories store 


also located at 1666 Massachusetts Avenue. 


Now in addition to being able to shop at our 
jewelry store for distinctive pieces in 14k, 18k, 
platinum and silver, you can also visit our antiques 
store for American and European antiques 


and decorative accessories. 


LEXINGTON ESTATE JEWELERS LEXINGTON ESTATE ANTIQUES 


1666 Massachusetts Avenue, Lexington, MA 02420 1666 Massachusetts Avenue, Lexington, MA 02420 
Tel: (781) 861-7555 Tel: (781) 861-7277 
http://www.lexingtonjewelers.com http://www.lexingtonjewelers.com 
Hours: Mon-Sat 9:30-6:00pm Hours: Mon-Sat 10-5:30pm 
Thursday until 9:00pm And by Appointment 
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Yy Merdpian. 


EVEN THE WORLD’S GREATEST ARTISTS NEEDED THE RIGHT 


W/ATH SMALL CLASSES, A TALENTED FACULTY AND PROGRAMS 
LEADING TO THE BFA DEGREE OR A THREE-YEAR DIPLOMA, 
WE OFFER THE PERFECT SETTING FOR NURTURING CREATIVITY. 
TO TAKE YOUR ART CAREER WAY BEYOND SQUARE ONE, 


CALL 617-262-1223 FOR A FREE CATALOG. WWW.AIBOSTON.EDU 


OPEN HOUSE 


THE 


ENVIRONMENT TO REALIZE THEIR POTENTIAL. 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 


ART INSTITUTE OF 





ALICE STARMORE * REYNOLDS « JO SHARP « NORO 


Woolcott & Co. G 


“The Knitting Store in 


Specializing in natural fiber yarns, 
books, patterns, buttons, and 


61 JFK Street, Cambridge, MA 02138 


CLASSIC ELITE + DALE OF NORWAY * TAHKI * VITTADINI 


Not weakly. 


Harvard Square” 
classes for all skill levels. 


(617) 947-2837 2 
Open 7 Days AWeek 





Weekly. 





The Phoenix ‘Classifieds work for 
you because every week we reach 
over 345,000 readers. 


That’s 345,000 people who might 
need a new roommate. Or a new 


drummer. 


So if you've got a need to fill, 
try Boston's biggest.  <" 

~ and strongest=—‘weekly paper. 
The Boston Phoenix. 


. 
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READERS’ CHOICES from page 40 


ment, and a home-improvement consulting 
firm, but we can see why you chose this as 
the best place to go for do-it-yourself sup- 
plies. Located in a giant warehouse easily 
the size of several airplane hangars, Home 
Depot has building supplies, tools, kitchen 
and bathroom fixtures, lighting equipment, 
outdoor and gardening products, and just 
about anything you could possibly imagine 
needing to fix up, improve, or decorate a 
home or property. And the staff are so 
cheery and eager to help they would not 
seem out of place in Mouseketeer outfits 
standing at the entrance to Disney World. 
Home Depot even has professional design- 
ers on hand to offer free in-store consulta- 
tions on how to go about replacing those 
ugly bathroom tiles or putting in some 
kitchen cabinets to match the linoleum 
floor; and, even better, installation services 
for pain-in-the-neck projects you’d rather 
not spend your Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons mucking up. 

Even though it seems that there’s no 
way to compete with a benevolent behe- 
moth like that, Economy Hardware & 
Home Center manages just fine. More 
than a small-time local hardware store 
peddling tools, screws, tape, and house 
paint (though they have plenty of those 
things), Economy also sells kitchen appli- 
ances, heaters and coolers, chairs, finished 
furniture, couches, fans, lights, basic auto- 
motive supplies, and Walkmans, among 
other things. Who says big has to mean 
better? Our guess is that urban renters 
prefer the proximity and value of Econo- 
my, while suburban homeowners go for 
the inexhaustible supply of merchandise 
and clean-cut service professionals at 
Home Depot. 

Home Depot, 75 Mystic Avenue, 
Somerville, (617) 623-0001; 1213 VFW 
Parkway, West Roxbury, (617) 327-5000; 
Economy Hardware & Home Center, 1012 
Beacon Street, Brookline, (617) 277-8811; 
438 Mass Ave, Cambridge, (617) 
864-3300. 


Best pet-supply store 


Maybe there should be an award for Best 
Pet Supply Store Name. In a city that 
prides itself on New Kids on the Block and 
derivations thereof (New Store on the 
Block, etc.), that someone should come in 
and call their store the Pet Shop Giris 
— they’re Brits, for godsake, in an Irish 
town! — is downright subversive. But it’s 
the South End store and grooming parlor 
itself that wins legions of canine- and 
feline-loving fans. Hand-painted floors, 


THE BEAST WITHIN: adopt a pet from the Animal Rescue League. 


JEFF THIEBAUTH 





& ag 





sponged walls, and a toy selection that 
rivals FAO Schwartz (catnip mouse, any- 
one?) make it what owner Donna Pom- 
ponio calls “a pretty eclectic country 
store.” She adds: “We offer things that the 
major chain stores don’t.” For instance, 
you can buy balls that light up when they 
hit the ground; hand-crafted leather col- 
lars; hair rollers; flea shampoos; Halloween 
costumes; and, as winter sets in, those 
adorable fleece boots and coats. Please. 

North of the Charles, readers’ -favorite 
Petco is to the Pet Shop Girls what U2 
is to the Pet Shop Boys — which is to 
say, an enormous, accessible, commodi- 
fied crowd pleaser. This patticular link of 
the San Diego—based chainit took over 
the Boston Pet Center four years ago, and 
it contains all the standard pet-store 
products as well as. quite a few furry 
friends (chinchillas, hamsters, gerbils), 
feathered friends (macaws, African 
grays), and slimy friends (saltwater and 
freshwater fish, reptiles). They do groom- 
ing on Saturdays. 

Pet Shop Girls, 276 Shawmut Avenue, 
Boston. (617) 423-7297; Petco, 119 First 
Street, Cambridge. (617) 868-3474. 
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Best flea market : 


Every Sunday, Route 1A in Rowley 
becomes the site of a pilgrimage. Upwards 
of 5000 people descend on the small town 
for Todds Farm Fiea Market, secking 
the holy grail of castoffs. Two hundred 
dealers display their wares, which range 
from the kitschy (“Oh, look . . . hand-knit- 
ted tissue-box covers!”) to the collectible 
(antique furniture). If you’re moved to join 
the selling end of things, you can register 
for a spot for only $25, but be warned: 
dealers start arriving at 3 a.m., so competi- 
tion is serious. With so much variety, it 
won't take an act of God to find a deal — 
but parking might require a miracle. 

Things are a little smaller in scale at the : 
Wellfleet Flea Market, but its location 
is pretty cool, which makes the whole 
enterprise seem credibly funky. Thirty or 
forty dealers set up shop on Saturday and 
Sunday from spring through fall in the 
shadow of a giant movie screen: the mar- 
ket is located at Wellfleet Drive-In, a still- 
working cinema that shows its outdoor 
flicks in roughly the same season that the 
flea market operates. We find this highly 
appropriate: a relic of another era serving 
as the base of a market that trades in noth- 
ing but the past. 

Todds Farm, Route 1A, Rowley, (978) 
948-3300; Wellfleet Flea Market at 
Wellfleet Theater, Route 6, South Wellfleet, 
(508) 349-2520. » 
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TOM THUMB BLUES: ease your classified: ad anxiety with baked 
goodies from the Hi-Rise Bread Company. 
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The Best OF Bacardi” 


The History-of the Cuba Libre 


After victory in the Spanish-American War.in 1898, a group of 
- offeduty Soldiers from the U'S: Signal core were gathered in a 
‘bar in Old Havana. 


A captain camé in and ordered BACARDIO© and Coke® on ice with a 
wedge. of lime. The captain drank the concoction with such pleasure, 

ee __#ifsparked the interest of the soldiers around him. They had the 
“* af ®~_.bartender prepare a round for them. The drink was an instant hit. 


When they ordered another round, one soldier suggested that this 
great drink deserved a name. The room fell silent. All eyes were on 
the captain. He thought for a moment, raised his glass and sang out 
the battleery that had inspired the mictonous soldiers in Cuba’s War of 
indepen aaee: 


“Cuba Libra!” (Spanish for “Free Cuba”), he shouted, “Cuba Libra!”. 
The response from the crowd was unanimous. To a man, they raised 
their glasses in a toast to a free Cuba, happiness, and the good fel- 
lowship they had discovered in this delicious new pleasure. The year 
1998 marks the 100th anniversary of this classic cocktail, which is 
America’s most popular drink. 


MiP w Aly: 


1 1/2 oz. Bacardi® Rum 


Coca Cola Classic 


Pour rum into glass filled with ice. Fill with Coca Cola 
Classic. Garnish with a generous squeeze of lime juice. 
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Beall, cou, 
and focaccia 


By Stephen Heuser 


Y BROTHER, WHO lives in 

Cambridge and travels around 

the country on business, found 

himself recently at a restaurant 
outside Cleveland with a table full of 
salespeople from the Midwest. When he’s 
home, my brother complains a lot about 
restaurants in Boston. They’re too expen- 
sive. They’re not good the way restaurants 
in bigger cities are good. At any rate, in 
Ohio he ordered a sandwich. 

On wheat bread. 

The waitress looked at him funny. 

His client, next to him, leaned in and 
laughed. “Hey,” he said, “where do you 
think you are, Boston?” 

Sometimes you don’t know what 
you've got until you leave it behind. No 
doubt there are restaurants in this city 
where ordering wheat bread will still get 
you a funny look, and sure, a “regular” 
coffee will probably always mean cream 
and sugar at your neighborhood spa. But 
think about it: that restaurant in Ohio 
didn’t even have wheat bread. Here in the 
land of the bean and the cod, we’ve vault- 
ed past wheat bread into focaccia sand- 
wiches, seeded flat breads, and sourdough 
in the breadbasket with flavored olive oil 
on the side. 

Boston has seized the recent economic 
bubble to take an undeniable, and proba- 
bly irreversible, step toward food con- 
sciousness. A cadre of chefs has sprouted 
up in the local lifestyle mags; as they 
move from kitchen to kitchen, they attract 
squadrons of people who refer to each 
other, without much irony, as foodies. 

For people who love food, the city can 
sometimes feel boundless with opportuni- 
ty. For people with high standards and 
modest budgets, the city can also, at 
times, seem boundlessly deterring. This is 
shifting new territory, and in shifting new 
territory it’s always nice to have a reliable 
map. Second-best are seven rules of 
thumb from a restaurant reviewer. Some- 
times you have to settle. 

Rule 1: Leave home hungry. Some 
unholy collision of Yankee thrift and 
Mediterranean profusion has inflated the 
typical portion size at local restaurants to 
a scale that would be considered excess 
anywhere else. From the low end to the 
high, quantity is the watchword of cook- 
ing in this city. A North End restaurant I 
used to visit just because it was cheap 
would serve unfinishable portions of 


gnocchi in Bolognese sauce, plus a side of 


polenta, cut into cubes, stacked in a pyra- 
mid so large I expected to find a pharaoh 
inside. That was what foodies refer to dis- 
missively as a “red-sauce” restaurant, but 
many newer and trendier places do the 
same thing, with fancier ingredients and 
more tonily colored sauces. The best- 
known restaurant in the city, Olives, is 
probably also the most famous dining 
room in America that wouldn’t squirm at 
the term gut-busting. Yes, there are now a 
handful of high-end restaurants that fol- 
low the New York model of tiny portions 
and sculptural presentation, but they’re 
few and fiscally off-limits to most of us. 
Rule 2: Be a skeptic. The Achilles’ 
heel of the city’s restaurant scene is its 
insularity. A group of writers and cooks 
referred to, not always indulgently, as the 


“food Mafia” has created a citywide food 
culture that sometimes seems, from the 
outside, like a group hug. The atmos- 
phere of mutual support has probably 
allowed a lot of young chefs to spread 
their wings. The flip side is that excessive 
critical generosity lets the favorites get 
lazy, and as a result we have fewer terrific 
major restaurants than you’d guess from 
reading the reviews. Before you’re tempt- 
ed to drop a lot of money following the 
big names, try poking around the corners 
of your own neighborhood, where you 
may well find a restaurant doing very 
good things without all the public-rela- 
tions hoopla. 

Rule 3: Eat at the bar. This is an 
open secret by now, but almost every 
restaurant of any consequence has a bar 

sometimes a very pleasant, soigné, 
even romantic bar — with tables and a 
menu. Eating at the bar at a restaurant 
like Anago (very good, quite expensive in 
the dining room) not only saves you 
money, but saves you from the company 
of 50-year-old lawyers arguing contracts 
at the next table. Sure, you could end up 
in the bar next to 30-year-old lawyers 
arguing sports instead, but chances are 
better you'll meet someone like you: more 
curious than extravagant, smart but still 
gullible enough to take restaurant advice 
from, um, a newspaper article. 

Rule 4: Be patient. For some reason 
we don’t even pretend to understand, 
reservations are considered profoundly 
uncool by a lot of Boston’s best restaura- 
teurs. What, you don’t have at least six 
people in your party? Don’t know the 
owner? Welcome to the waiting list. 
Again, Olives is the most famous culprit, 
but it has plenty of company. Dali, the 
East Coast Grill, and virtually the entire 
North End are all shamelessly reserva- 
tion-free. Argh. In September, there 
might be worse things than wandering 
around for 75 minutes while the tables at 
Il Panino slowly turn over. In February, 
there might not be. 

Rule 5: Get to know what used to be 
called “ethnic” food. The city’s Viet- 
namese, Indian, Thai, and Portuguese 
restaurants deliver not only a nice return 
on the dollar but some of the cleanest, 
most powerful flavors available anywhere, 
often in a surprisingly refined setting. 
You’re more likely to get a linen tablecloth 
under $8 chicken korma in Central 
Square than under $18 sesame-crusted 
salmon in the South End. 

Rule 6: Don’t wear your tuxedo. | 
have eaten lobster in a famous Columbus 
Avenue fusion restaurant at a table next to 
a man dressed for pickup basketball. | 
have had rabbit paté in a swish Parisian- 
style café next to a man in a concert T- 
shirt. Underdressing for expensive dinners 
is rampant. It shows a total disdain for 
people trying to enjoy dinner around you. 
It is also a sign of power. So: your call. 
Wear a blazer to Biba and make the world 
a more civil place. Or — what the hell — 
wear shorts and a soiled halter top. 
Everyone will assume you’re famous. 

Rule 7: Stop reading, already. Eat. @ 


Stephen Heuser can be reached a 
sheuser@phx.com. 


HOME COOKING: Franklin Café chef Dave Du Bois and his staff mix up the best meat loaf 
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Best old-style 
doughnut joint 


Sadly, we’ve seen some indie doughnut 
stores close in the last few years, but, at 
least for now, the dream of a good 
doughnut remains alive at Twin 
Do-Nuts. The first thing you'll notice is 
that the sign’s bigger than the store. But 
when you’re in the doughnut industry and 
you’re not Dunkin’ Donuts, you’ve got to 
do something to call attention to yourself. 
It’s no exaggeration to say that Dunkin’ 
Donuts has been one of the world’s great- 
est disappointments of the past decade. 
Its coffee remains superior, but in its mad 
dash to take over the bagel industry and 
paint its walls a friendly pink, Dunkin’ 
has neglected its doughnuts inexcusably. 
At Twin Do-Nuts, you'll never see a 
hardened, dry doughnut-rock behind the 
counter. The doughnuts (60 cents each, 
$3.80 for a dozen) here are big, and 
they’re fresh. The difference between a 


Twin doughnut and an inferior doughnut- 
rock lies in Twin’s honest approach to 
doughnut-making. If you’re going to call a 
doughnut “chocolate glazed,” you’ve got to 
include the glaze. At Twin, the sugary glaze 
hangs off a chocolate doughnut in small, 
hardened drips, which provide an invalu- 
able sweetness and crunchiness. Twin 
Do-Nuts doesn’t have a 20-minute seating 
limit, either; in fact, some of the Allston- 
Brighton old-timers look like they’ve been 
stuck in the same chair since the.Gulf War. 

Twin Do-Nuts, 501 Cambridge Street, 
Brighton. (617) 254-9421. 


Best place to start 
a miserable day 
of house hunting 


Got the Sunday-morning classified-ad 
blues? Exhausted at the mere thought of 





in town — sans American cheese and ketchup. 
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wading through real-estate listings? Join 
the ranks of the contented by dragging 
yourself — newspaper in hand — to the 
sunny realm of the Hi-Rise Bread 
Company in Cambridge, where incom- 
parable pastries wait to cast their calming 
spell on you. Need to find a condo that is 
ferret-friendly? Your search will be easier 
with a slice of vanilla-bean loaf, a favorite 
of the owner, Rene Becker. Trying to 
decipher what “funky, but needs some 
love” means in realtor code? Ponder over 
a maple-pecan scone. Want to scream at 
the prices? Pop a chocolate cork in your 
mouth. 

Hi-Rise pastry is truly unlike any 
other in Boston finer crumb, richer 
ingredients, more flavorful 
as Becker points out, “Most bakeries in 
Boston focus on the wholesale market. 
We’re a neighborhood bakery — we 


because, 


make things the way you would at home, 


only better.” And, just like at home, 
there’s food all day; you can go back for 
their extensive sandwich options and, 
this fall, try out their new dinner items 
(as well as tasteful wines and liquors). 
But, as sated locals can attest, the best 
way to start is in the morning, sitting at 
the long wooden communal table, sun 
streaming in the storefront windows, 
with such a yummy pastry in one hand 
that you almost forget the newspaper in 
the other. 

Hi-Rise Bread Company, 208 Concord 
Avenue, Cambridge. (617) 876-8766. 
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Best place to 
fight intolerance 


It’s the subtlest form of bigotry, a bias 
pervading society so thoroughly that 
hardly anyone even notices. It’s dairyism, 
and its milky influence is everywhere. But 
on Beacon Hill, Curious Liquids has 
led a quiet revolution for the rest of us 
(the lactose-intolerant, the vegans, the 
odd PETA adherent): all their coffee, 
espresso, and specialty drinks can be 
made with soy milk. And the choices are 
far from perfunctory: orange vanilla, 
mint, and (best suited to soy) hazelnut 
lattes. Owner Patrick Lockley says having 
a range of options has always been part of 
his plan to reach out to all types: “I knew 
I wanted a place that welcomed a lot of 
different people, and that’s what we got: 
legislators, teens, college students, Viet- 
nam vets.” To suit non—coffee drinkers, 
Curious Liquids also stocks teas, juices, 
sandwiches, and desserts. And soon a toy 
store will be located off one of the funky, 
cavelike downstairs rooms — though 
Lockley makes it clear the toys are decid- 
edly meant for college kids reliving their 
not-so-distant youth. It’s just one more 
way for him to create an equal-opportuni- 
ty utopia in an intolerant world. 

Curious Liquids, 22-B Beacon Street 
(corner of Park), Boston. (617) 720-2836. 
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Best place 

to find your muse 
(or horrow 
someone else's) 


The origin of the “Paris of the ’90s” tag, 
which has stuck somewhat annoyingly to 
Somerville’s Davis Square, may have 
been the Phoenix article that noted how 
many published authors live in the sur- 
rounding triple-decker-lined streets. 

And if Davis Square ever becomes syn- 
onymous with a school of literature, it 
just might be known as the Someday 
Style. Since it opened five years ago, 
Someday Café has been at the heart of 
the revitalization of the square, a meeting 
place for the diverse elements of the 
community, and a serious writers’ haven. 
Laptops are plugged into walls loaded 
with artwork; purists put pen to paper 
while curled into ratty couches. Coffees 
and teas, carefully chosen for quality, 
serve as fuel for poems, plays, and novels 
that just might be famous Someday. 

The highest concentration of muse 
power comes in the morning and early 
afternoon, when the shop’s music is a lit- 
tle mellower, the place is a little less 
crowded, and the staff is at its friendliest. 





You can almost feel the energy as scat- 
tered authors scribble or type furiously, 
pause and stare off into space, and start 
again. They sit as long as they like and 
they’re welcome to, especially in the day- 
light hours. By night, the café is more 
-*arisian in temperament: the staff turns 
surly, the service gets brusque, and the 
music gets obnoxious. Somehow that 
makes the nighttime crowds even bigger, 
but the literati seem more drawn to the 
quiet, sunny mornings. If you listen really 
close, you can hear the muse whispering, 
and the writers trying to keep up. 
Someday Café, 51 Davis Square, 


Somerville. (617) 623-3323 
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Best breakfast nook 


You won’t see it from the street, but if 
you ask anyone in the neighborhood, 
they'll tell you Gerard’s Sandwich 
and Ice Cream Shoppe in Dorch- 
ester is the place to eat. Tucked in the 
back of Gerard’s convenience store, 
accessible only by the big oak door that 
separates it from the store’s deli counter, 
this family restaurant offers a meal for 
just about anyone. In the morning, Ger- 
ard’s offers an Irish breakfast, complete 
with black pudding and plump imported 


Continued on page 6 
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DESIGNS FOR LIVING co-owner Josh Cook will keep you abreast of neighborhood gossip as he fills your cup. 





EDITORS’ CHOICES from page 5 


sausages. For more conventional tastes, 
the house omelet is stuffed with sausage, 
cheese, onions, tomatoes, peppers, and 
mushrooms. Much of the breakfast menu 
is 4 la carte for those finicky eaters. 

“At a time when most restaurants have 
pre-prepared meals, we let the customer 
decide exactly what they want,” says Ger- 
ard Adomunes, who bought the restaurant 
in 1967. “People remember us. Sometimes 
I see people who moved away years ago. 
When they come back, they come here.” 
Breakfast is not the only thing on the 
menu. Luncheon specials range from spe- 
cial house pasta plates to fresh fish and 
chips. The dinners are the same, just big- 
ger. Gerard’s offers one of the best cups 
of joe in the area, but it also stocks a wide 
array of beer and wine. The prices are low 
and the food is always piping hot. Even 
finding it is an adventure. 

Gerard’s Sandwich and Ice Cream 
Shoppe. 772 Adams Street, Dorchester 
(617) 282-6370. 


Best place to smoke 
and drink 

ant old-fashioned 
smoothie 


Contrary to popular belief, beer and coffee 
are not the only “natural” accompaniments 
to that finest of all (legal) guilty pleasures, 
the cigarette. In fact, some of us don’t even 
like cigarettes with beer; we don’t just 
smoke when we're drunk; we take responsi- 
bility for our smoking; we like it. And we 
especially like it when we can soothe our 


smoke-scorched throats and tar-coated 
mouths wit fresh, wholesome banana- 

y smoothie on the out- 
door patio at the Other Side Café, 


judgmental, like-minded 
addicts. Even if you don’t smoke (and we 
hope you don’t, for your sake), the Other 
Side is the 
ping/attitude hangover from Newbury 
Street. It’s on the other side of Mass Ave 
(other side — get it?) from Urban Outtfit- 
ters, just a stone’s throw from Sonsie, but 
it feels like San Francisco. “People don’t 
just happen to walk by it,” says Seamus 
Collins, the general manager. “It’s a desti- 
nation.” Which makes sense. Where else 


ideal place to work off a shop- 


are you going to find wheatgrass on New- 
bury Street? Or veggie chili for three 
bucks, spicy sesame noodles for five? Ten 
beers on tap and a crowd you could imag- 
ine actually talking to? Granted, in other 
contexts the nose piercings, nerdy glasses, 
and baby T-shirts might seem annoying, 
but on Newbury Street? 

Other Side Café, 407 Newbury Street, 
Boston. (617) 536-9477. 
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” 
Best eggs Benedict 
1 
‘ 


Eggs Benedict is, by reputation, a termi- 
nally civilized dish, something one might 
eat with polished silverware, lace table- 
cloths, and too-fragile china. Traditional 
recipes call for delicately poached eggs, 
thinly sliced ham, a toasted English muf- 
fin, and hollandaise sauce, all topped off 
by — get this — a sliver of black truffle. 
But while truffles and daintiness may a 
fine blue-blood meal make, restraint is not 
the recipe for a memorable weekend 
repast. At Sound Bites, a charming café 
in Somerville’s Ball Square, they cook a 
mean Benedict for the rest of us. Perched 
on the bottom of the plate, the English 
muffins are crispy enough to resist hol- 
landaise-saturation, but soft enough to 
allow for easy cutting. The ham is not 
thinly sliced, but agreeably cut so it 
doesn’t disappear after the third forkful. 
Jumbo eggs are poached to a half- 
comatose state, allowing for the perfect 
amount of primal, eggy ooze. And the hol- 
landaise sauce is buttery, not too thin, and 
never skimped on. Let’s put it this way: 
there’s always enough to mop up with a 
side of toasted wheat. 

Sound Bites, 708 Broadway, Somerville. 
(617) 623-8338. 


Best underground 
coffeehouse 


If, as Jon Favreau’s character claims in 
Swingers, coolness is directly proportional 
to how hard a place is to find, then Café 
Pamplona in Harvard Square is the 
Sinatra of European coffee shops. Not 
right by a T stop, not on Brattle Street, not 
on Mass Ave, and not on JFK, this 
straight-from-Spain dive might as well be 
buried by the Big Dig. Halfway down Bow 
Street and half obscured by an adjoining 


staircase, Pamplona also makes its home 
beneath the street level. It’s an unimpres- 
sive coffee lair at best — and that’s the 
charm. In spite of its proximity to both 
The University and its namesake square, 
Pamplona manages a vibe that is low-key, 
intellectual, and edgy all at once. Acade- 
mics, Euros, and half-homeless artistes 
spread their things over tiny tabletops and 
remain for hour upon hour, page upon 
page, smoke upon smoke. Sopa de ajo 
(garlic soup) is the tonic for chilly days, 
gazpacho for warm ones, and pressed 
sandwiches for the time in between. The 
fuel? Coffee, of course. 

Café Pamplona, 12 Bow Street, 
Cambridge. No phone. 


Best cafe to find out 
who your neighbors 
are sleeping with 


It’s hard to stay anonymous for long at 
Designs for Living. Since this combina- 
tion coffee shop—bookstore—newsstand—art 
gallery opened six years ago on a peaceful 
but well-populated street in the West Fen- 
vay, it has done a lot to help turn what 
once felt like a neighborhood of students 
and transients into, well, a neighborhood. 
Everyone in this three-block-square urban 
village seems to hang out here, and every- 








TRY A BITE of sugar-powdered 
paradise at Twin Do-Nuts. 





one feels like part of the “in” crowd: when 
a local magazine recently dropped a refer- 
ence to its “ultrahip” clientele, a couple of 
young clubgoers wandered over from near- 
by Lansdowne Street and were surprised to 
discover that some of those hipsters were 
70 or older. 

On lazy summer days, the four outdoor 
tables feel more like a front porch than a 
sidewalk café: sip your iced coffee, trade 
gossip with (or eavesdrop on) your fellow 
loiterers, and wait for friends, acquain- 
tances, and familiar-looking strangers to 
pass by. When you place your order, o1 
any time business gets slow, owners Chuck 
Findley and Josh Cook will fill you in on 
everyone who’s stopped by since you were 
last here. And if you need to check your 
e-mail or work on your résumé, you can 
even rent time on one of their three com- 
puters. 

Designs for Living, 52 Queensberry 
Street, Boston. (617) 536-6150. 


@eeeeeeeeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeceeeeeeeeee 


Best Allston 
kick-start 


It’s 11:30 on a Sunday morning, and All- 
ston’s Grecian Yearning restaurant is 
filled with college students, smoke, and 
more than a few throbbing temples. Locat- [| 
ed on Harvard Avenue between Comm Ave ~ 
and Brighton Avenue, it’s conveniently 
close to the “homes” of many area stu- 
dents, most of whose refrigerators contain 
only empty six-pack boxes and week-old 
pizzas. Bright with rainbow tie-dyed tapes- 
tries and yellowed paintings of the 
seashore, Grecian Yearning (we can’t 
imagine a more beautifully ambiguous 
name for a restaurant) serves breakfast all 
day, as well as American diner cuisine and 
Greek dishes, for wonderfully low prices 
($4.95 for a mushroom-and-cheese 
omelet; $5.95 for the steaming moussaka). 
But weekend mornings, the restaurant is 
usually filled with tired, sometimes even 
green faces, there for two things: warm 
food and bottomless cups of coffee. 

Grecian Yearning, 174 Harvard Avenue, 
Allston. (617) 254-8587. 


@eeeeeeoeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee eee 


Best Arlington joe 


It makes sense that, as consumers focus on 
bigger, better, and faster, coffee shops are 
doing away with a size small. But after 50 
years as a pillar of Arlington Center, 
Gail-Ann’s Coffee Shop isn’t expected 
to join the trend any time soon. The coffee 
shop is still baking doughnuts, bagels, and 
muffins with a commitment unrivaled in 
the area, and most of the store’s customers 
line up to buy Gail-Ann’s number-one 
draw, a coffee brewed to robust perfection 
and spiced with the air of a bake shop. 
“We haven’t deviated from the philoso- 
phy that everybody’s a friend, the idea the 
store opened with 45 years ago,” says Ger- 
ard Cronin, owner of Gail-Ann’s. “We also 
haven’t deviated from the basic baked 
goods that we started out with. We haven’t 
forced change on our customers.” That 
commitment to basics has made Gail-Ann’s 
coffee superior in more than just taste. 
Cronin and his crew’s blend of Brazil’s 


iy 
finest coffee beans is authentic in a way : 
x 
lava Can never D¢ : 
rail-Ann’s Coffee Shop, 10 Medford 

Street, Arlington. (781) 648-9584 
} 
@eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaeeeeeee ' 
: 
t 


Best lunch counter 


Sparr’s is a drugstore and apothecary 
(medical supply store) on the corner of 
Huntington and Longwood Avenues, near 


a 


Continued on page 8 
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New Fall Menu 


Winner “English Style 
Brown Ale” for 
Marblehead Mild at 1998 
Great American Beer 
Festival 


More than a dozen fresh 
hand-crafted beers 


on tap every day. 
Each available in a take 


home Growler 


Beer 
is our 


middie 
name. 


61 Brookline Ave * Boston _ 278 Derby St'* Salem” 
Across from Fenway Park In historic Salem - 


617.536.BEER 978.745.BEER 


25th Annual 


BEST OF 
BOSTON 


1998 


Aworded by Boston Magazine 





BBO with an attituce 
109 Brookline Ave. ¢ 6| 7.947.986BQ 


Lire eA IS New A \ppe lize 


am BabyBack Ribs 
¥ CaTTlemens Ribs 


¥ Combe Rib App 
¥ Bvcéale STyle 
CaT ish Fingers 
¥ Fried Salepene 

Pepper Jack STicks 
¥ Aush Puppies 

¥ STUéled Arsheims 


“The barbecued baby 


back ribs are delicious” 


Alison Arnett 
The Boston Globe 


F Sevcags Witae 
¥ Peach Bourbon 
Chicken Skewers 
¥ Fried Sweet 
“There's no faking it in 
your kitchen, it’s the 
real deal, and we 


respect it, and certainly 


PeTaTe 2 PlanTain 
* Chips ané Salsa 
¥ Rvetin Pv€tin 


Pepeorn Shrimp 
love eating it.” 
Dave Schaefer 
New England Barbecue 


* Fried Pigs Tails 
* Shrimp Skewers 


~— tt el (\ 
1 ’ 


Tags | Page 
Vit J 


A AA LAA 


i] \ i VY ¢ 
JETS T' RAW D 


VakdaTed Parking in Red Sox Let 
Mon - Fa a€Ter S00—m 
SoT & Son | rven - Clos 
Reservations accepted 
Reserve for your hokday parTy 


Tra&kTional PT mamer (Low and 
Slow), Using The besT qyatTy meals 
an spices avaclable, and enjoying The 

feed in relored comforT. 
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CRAM TIME: Fuel is the } perfect ct lace to pretend you're a colle ge student 
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Mass College of Art and Harvard Medical 
School, that carries the usual candy, gum, 
greeting cards, and aspirin, as well as 
stethoscopes and blood-pressure cuffs. 
And it’s also a pharmacy. But the best 
thing about Sparr’s is the lunch counter, 
which looks as if it hasn’t changed much 
in 50 years, and has enough ABC gum 
stuck under the counter to prove it. The 
one thing that has been updated is the list 
of daily specials, which can include haute 
fusion cuisine like Sparr’s salsa chicken 
soup. The old-fashioned fare — burgers, 
grilled cheese, tuna salad — is also great, 
but the real treat is the homemade fountain 
soda, which comes in dozens of flavors, 
including vanilla-coke, raspberry-lime, and 
chocolate. It’s cheap and the counter guys 
are so nice that if it weren’t for the nou- 
veau specials, you'd swear it was 1953. 

Sparr’s Fountain, 635 Huntington 
Avenue, Boston. (617) 566-9088. 


Best bar for 
a solo lunch 


Eating lunch alone can be a tricky proposi- 
tion. Unless you’ve got a good book or 
magazine, it can be awkward and a little 
boring. But the tiny Plough & Stars in 
Cambridge — by night one of the neigh- 
borhood’s more popular (and crowded) 
bars — becomes a friendly bistro by day, 
where you can feel perfectly comfortable 
sidling up to the bar for some surprisingly 
good fare. They usually have reasonably 
priced lamb, chicken, or fish lunches, as 
well as a pasta dish, soup, and salad on the 
menu from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. from 
Monday through Friday (and there’s a 
great brunch on Sunday). And on Tues- 
days, when Paul’s behind the bar, the con- 
versation is every bit as satisfying as the 
food. 

Plough & Stars, 912 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge. (617) 441-3455. 


@eeeeeeoeoeoeoeeeoceeeeeeeeeeeeeoee eee eee 


Best place 
to feel like you're 
hack in college 


On the surface, inside and out, Fuel 
looks like a pretty cool urban café/lunch 
spot. Smoothies, strong coffee, yummy 
cookies, overpriced sandwiches with 
things like alfalfa sprouts and avocado, 
and counterpeople who don’t have to wear 
name tags, uniforms, or hair nets. They’ve 
even got a funky gas-station-style sign 
that kind of ironically comments on the 


ozone-burning smogfest that is Kenmore 
Square. Fuel get it? 

It’s only after you've spent a few hours 
here, trying to read in spite of the blaring 
music or just slurping a pumped-up pro- 
tein beverage, that it dawns on you that 
you're not in Boston anymore: you're at 
BU. See that little sign on the cash register 
that says Fuel is part of some special card- 
type plan you’ve never heard of? That’s 
BU’s meal plan. See all those baseball- 
capped guys and platform-shoed gals por- 
ing over those hardcover books with the 
slick pages and all the pictures? Well, 
those are textbooks, dummy! And the dark 
under-eye circles everyone has but you? 
That’s from staying up all night, studying 
and pounding beer. Remember? 

You probably don’t want to remember, 
but if you do — or if you just want to 
twist the knife into the sides of all those 
suffering young people by chuckling over 
something fun (like David Sedaris) — this 
is one of the best places to do it. 

Fuel, 636 Beacon Street, Boston. (617) 
266-0011. 


@eeeeeeseeeeeooeeseeeeeeeeeeaeeaeeeeee 


Best mix of townies 
and Ivy League 
pretenders — 


Medford’s Espresso Pizza has late 
hours, great subs, and an inexplicably tol- 
erant wait staff, which makes it a hit with 
late-night crowds. The Hillside neighbor- 
hood is an area of questionable diversity, 
yet Espresso draws an odd mix of students 
half from Medford High, half from 
Tufts University. And there they sit, side by 
side, with oh-so-much in common. 
There’s rarely friction, but it’s interest- 
ing to see age and class distinctions played 
out in a venue with so much tomato sauce. 
White-bread, upper-middle-class Tufts kids 
wobble in, chattering away about room- 
mates from Long Island and that really 
funny frat brother in their geo class. The 
townies glare resentfully, gabbing in thick 
Boston accents about high-school teachers, 
who likes who, and why the JV football 
team is gonna be wicked pissah this year. 
The woman at the counter calls out 
“John!” and a tipsy guy from each delega- 
tion saunters up, convinced it’s his order. 
A brief showdown ensues, and the Tufts 
guy demurs. “Who had fries?” the woman 
demands. Turns out it’s the Tufts guy, 
who seems almost apologetic. The Med- 
ford kid rolls his eyes but smiles, shrug- 
ging his shoulders. “I had a chicken 
pahm,” he says. The Tufts guy nods. 
“Those are good, too.” Then they walk 
back to their tables, and both sets of 
friends give their respective Johns crap 


Continued on page 10 
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MIDNIGHT MADNESS 
suk, MONDAY & TUESDAY MEDITERRANEAN FLAT BREAD PIZZA 

12AM ‘ TIL 1AM Thin and Crispy Topped with Hummus and Seasoned Olive Oil, Fire 
, Roasted Garlic and Red Peppers, Sundried Tomatoes, Artichoke 

Hearts and Mozzarella 
RASPBERRY MAKO SHARK STIX 
Marinated and Grilled in Raspberry Honey Ale. With Red Onions 
and Peppers, Cherry Tomatoes and Fresh Herbs, over Citrus 
Cous Cous with Banana Beer Ketchu 


TED CORN & C 
Over Viniagrette Field Greens with Lemon Lager 
emoulade and Red Chips 
TUSCAN BRUSCHETTA. 
Thick and Crusty Bread Grilled with Garlic Olive Oil, Topped 
with a Balsamic Yellow, Roma and Sundried Tomato Salad and 
Sprinkled with Fresh Basil and Shredded Parmesan 


130 Brighton Ave., Allston ¢ 254-1331 
ALLSTON’S FINEST 


20 POOL TABLES. - 


Ayaan 
ee 


FS 
= 


OUTRAG 


138 BRIGHTON AVE. 782-2020 
OPEN UNTIL 1AM 


ous PIZZAS 
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Authentic Moroccan Cuisine 
Experience the richness of the Mediterranean 
North African Cuisine at Marrakesh. 


Freshly made Couscous; delicious Tagines and Bastillas; ; 
savory Lamb dishes; delectable Beef and Fish entrees, 
=, and exciting Vegetarian specialties, e. ' 


- Emjoy a 5 course meal in the traditional 
Moroccan setting of the Diafa Room. 


561 Cambridge Street « Cambridge, MA 021- 
(617) 497-1614 


Parking Avdila 


La Focaccia 
808 Massachusetts Avenue 
Cambridge, MA 02140 
Tel: 617/547-5000 
Fax: 617/547-3878 


Our fine dining room is open 
Tues - Sat 6 - 9:30 


La Focaccia is an authentic Rosticceria. This is a common situation in Italy 
where dining is combined with grocery items and 
prepared foods. We create an atmosphere of fine Italian dining ranging from 
a sandwich prepared on our homemade focaccia to a full course meal! 


ALL DAY 
Sun - Rib Night 
Mon - Rotisserie Chicken 


Shopping Couldn’t be Better at — 
the Newly Renovated 


pORTER EXCHANGE MALL 


Come in and visit our stores 
and restaurants such as: 


@ The Gap 
@ Tokai-Fine Japanese 
Crafts and Antiques 
@ Cottonwood Cafe 
The Bluefin Restaurant 
@ Kotobukiya Grocery Store 
& Sushi Bar 
@ Total Travel 
@ Boston Beach Club & 
Tanning Salon 
@ Kitty Haas’ Unique Jewelry 
@ Asian‘ Pacific Restaurants featuring: 
Japanese & Macrobiotic Foods 
Hands-On Health 
@ Juicy Jack Patrick’s Juice Bar 
@ Bally’s Total Fitness 
@ OSH International where you can 
find clothes & 
accessories by Versace, Bally,Chanel, 
DNG, Ferre and so MUCH MORE! 


Ii8iS MASS. AVE, CAMBRIDGE 
PORTER T-STOP - RED LINE 





Sell your stuff in the Phoenix. 
Pay once and your ad runs until it works. 
ran 
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about the encounter. Maybe they have something in com- 
mon after all. 

Espresso Pizza, 336 Boston Avenue, Medford. (781) 
396-0062. 


@eeeeeeeeeaeeeeeeeaeeeeeeeeeeeeaeeeeeeeaeeeeeeeeeee 


Most soulful brunch 


There’s no doubt about it: Sunday is the most pivotal day of 
the week. Not only does it carry centuries of spiritual bag- 
gage, but it’s the springboard to another workweek, and if 
you don’t come off Sunday at least sort of springin’, you’re 
in big trouble come Wednesday. Enter the House of 
Blues’ gospel brunch. While only five years old, a wee 
toddler compared to other hoary New England institutions, 
this Sunday-morning event brings together two of Boston’s 
most revered traditions: Puritanical soul-cleansing and great 
food. Your liver may be pickled in Jagermeister and your 
head may be clanging like the bells of Westminster, but once 
you load your plate up with such tasty Cajun-style fare as 
biscuits, cornbread, scrambled eggs, grits, fried catfish, bar- 
becued chicken, fresh fruit, and French toast, you will be 
well on your way toward sentience. And whatever your reli- 
gious inclinations, the passionate, rousing gospel tunes by 
acts like Reverend Lee Mitchell and Friends and Voices of 
Thunder are sure to stir some long-forgotten spiritual 
notions. You might not wake up Monday morning spring- 
ing, but at least there’s a chance you'll be singing. 

House of Blues, 96 Winthrop Street, Cambridge. (617) 
491-2583. 


e@eeeeeeeceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 


Best place to overhear 
techies talk about Star Trek 


The talk is always the same, and so is the intense, self- 
satisfied tone. “Of course not — it was a bad program. 
Everyone knew it was a bad program.” They’re talking 
about software design, of course, not Klingons. But the 
form and structure of the conversation can shift quickly 
from JavaScript to Deep Space Nine. Joyce Chen has long 
been gone from her address closer to MIT, but the Mary 
Chung Restaurant quickly replaced it and became so 
popular that when it closed for a few years after losing its 
lease, techies established a Web site to monitor its progress 
toward finding a new home. Savor the techie bons mots as 
you do Mary Chung’s yang chow minced chicken, yu- 
hsiang eggplant, or the essential appetizer for any visit: 
suan la chow show — dumplings in a peppery soy sauce 
with cooling bean sprouts. 

Mary Chung Restaurant, 460 Mass Ave, Cambridge. 
(617) 864-1991. 


Best empire currently 
taking over the world 


Good food. Good service. Cheap. According to Duyen Le, 
owner of Pho Pasteur, those are the secrets to his 
restaurant empire, which now has colonies in Harvard 


2. & 


Square, Back Bay, Allston, and Chinatown. But those con- 
quests were hardly hostile takeovers — Bostonians have 
eagerly surrendered to the invasion of lemongrass, shrimp, 
and roasted quail. Since 1989, when the first storefront 
opened in Chinatown, Le has set the standard for Viet- 
namese fare in Boston. Named after a clear beef soup that 
is practically the national dish of Vietnam, the restaurants 
have had to expand in size and number to keep up with the 
demand; before stores four and five opened, a visit to the 
Allston locale meant waiting a good half-hour for a table, 
even on weeknights. 

The demand comes from a simple fact: Le’s claims are 
true, including the “cheap” part. If you and three friends 
each order a mammoth bowl of soup and split a couple 
orders of the fresh spring rolls, the four of you will be able 
to stuff yourselves for about $30 before tip. The more 
expensive items (generally in the $10 range) are all sized 
for sharing. Le seems to know that while food is the way 
to your heart, value is the way to the wallet. In the battle 
for diners, it’s a winning strategy. 

Pho Pasteur, 8 Kneeland Street, Boston, (617) 
451-0257; 119 Newbury Street, Boston, (617) 262-8200; 
137 Brighton Avenue, Allston, (617) 783-2340; 

682 Washington Street, Boston, (617) 482-7467; 
35 Dunster Street, Cambridge, (617) 864-4100. 


@eeeseeeeoeees eee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeed 


Best non-Chinatown 
Chinese restaurant 


Finding a decent local Chinese restaurant can be as frus- 
trating as following the Sox. So when tiny East Asia 
opened up in Somerville — on Powderhouse Circle, just a 
brief jaunt from trendy Davis Square — in-the-know 
locals uttered a collective cry of joy. No more tasteless 
chicken in garlic sauce, soggy vegetables, or grease-heavy 
spring rolls. East Asia does something remarkable with its 
dishes: it assembles them with straight-from-the-market 
ingredients. A lot of freshness goes a long way to make the 
unassuming spring roll a momentary revelation: airy, 
crunchy-crisp, and sprightly with flavor. Then there’s the 
homemade tofu, a stick-to-your-ribs rendition of beef 
chow foon, and Thai specialties like chili eggplant; green, 
red, and yellow curries; and lemongrass chicken. Just to 
punctuate the success, East Asia serves tiny doughnuts, 


makes you wonder what the people at your neighborhood 
Szechuan storefront have been thinking all along. 
East Asia, 868 Broadway, Somerville. (617) 666-8282. 


Best place for stuffed squid 


It’s the small touches that make a meal memorable. Like 
when the owner comes to your table, sits down with you 
and your date, drops into the conversation how much you 
look like so-and-so the movie star in such a subtle way 
that your date won’t think it’s calculated, then goes over 
the menu to help you decide what you’d like. At tiny and 
elegant Dom's in the North End, owner Dom Caposella, 
taking over for his recently retired dad (also Dom), spends 
time at each table, building a meal designed for each cus- 
tomer’s taste. And, of course, the food is outstanding. The 


Continued on page 12 


TREKKIE CENTRAL: debate the merits of Kirk and Picard over dumplings at the Mary Chung Restaurant. 





The salmon 
is smoked. 


Boston 


Saugus 
617+742-2739 


781-941+2739 
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"RESTAURANT 


Gerard’s... the place where the 
people of Dorchester go when 
they want to dine at home. 


Serving breakfast (Irish Special), Lunch and Dinner 
7 Days a week from 6:30 am to 11:00 pm 
Also offering an array of wine and beer. 


617° 282 * 6370 
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The And the 
mushrooms 
are wild. 


chef is just 
sli htly out 
roy mxelaliae) A 


/ 


& There’s 
& a lot less 


gravity here. 


brew moon io ecm & microbrewery. 
www.brewmoon.com 


Cambridge 


Braintree 
617°499-2739 


781+356-2739 


Authentic Middle Eastern Specialties 


bt ces abe /Miorole 5 astirn 
fare at absolutely eoek cor 


tow, pe terri ie 


Mary Jone Patone, ite —The Bsn Gabe 
Cini 
Take-Out 
JO Seats 


bMiswuwe Dp Mon. thee Dat. 
201 Mass Ave. Arlington 


781-646-9650 








” NOVEMBER 6, 1998 7WE BEST. aia kali BOSTON PHOENIX 


BP 





‘Celebrating 5 Years 
A in Brookline 





SALLY LING’S 


Gourmet Chinese Restaurant }} 
Recognized Nationally 










Now features Two Menus: 


Gourmet 
Vegetarian Menu 
New England's First 
Total Chinese Natural 
Vegetable Cuisine 


Check out our new 
expanded space 


Regular 


Gourmet Menu 
with Poultry, Meats, Seafoods 





48 Boylston St., Route 9, Brookline Village 
617-566-1222 - 
25 West Street, Boston Common 


617-426-1222 


10 Langley Rd. 


Corner of Centre St 
Newton Centre 
332-3600 












NS 


Sunday Jazz Brunch — team - 2pm 


please join us. . : 


\L Live Jazz 


524-6060 


405 Centre Street 
Jamaica Plain 
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LIDAY 
We PARTY 


Friday, December 4 
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Saturday, December 5 
At the Brewery, 306 Northern Ave. Boston, MA 


Come celebrate with us under heated brewery tents 
at the merriest of all merry events. 4 


There'll be games, live music and delicious Harpoon beer: 
all the ingredients for a night of good cheer. 


With a ten dollar door charge, | do believe, 
a handsome cup and beer token you'll receive. 


A free shuttle from South Station will whisk you away, 
there's public parking for those riding a sleigh. 


Cash bars with IPA, UFO, Winter Warmer galore, 
you must be 21 years or older to get through the door. 


Oh the fun you'll have the fourth and fifth nights in December, 
¥ a holiday party you'll never forget. 


888-HARPOON ext. 31 or www.harpoonbrewery.com 


Coat check & games to benefit ToYs Fi OR TOTS ‘ & 
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LAISSEZ LES BONS TEMPS ROULER! Dixie Kitchen features abundant hospitality 
and spicy, sassy food, right on Mass Ave. 
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famous stuffed squid ($18), taught to 
Dom by his grandma, is the best we’ve 
ever tasted, made with fresh squid and a 
standard bread-crumb stuffing with a 
twist: Dom chops up the tentacles, sautés 
them in olive oil, then adds them to the 
bread crumbs, parsley, romano, garlic, and 
oil. Mmm, mmm, good; but you’d better 
hit the 16-table restaurant early if you 
want it: the popular item runs out quickly. 
Dom’s also makes three different mush- 
room sauces, all exquisite, and five kinds 
of ravioli, which you can get all on one 
plate with a different sauce for each ($14). 
Dom’s, 100 Salem Street, Boston. 
(617) 367-8979. 


The server sashays up to the table, dapper 
in black jeans and white apron. The sassy 
torch songs of Miz Ella Fitzgerald curl 
around the room, mingling with the smells 
of chicory coffee and po’ boys, traditional 
choices of the New Orleans epicurean. Alli- 
gators and French Quarter characters wink 
from the walls. You’re thinking that surely 
you've died and gone to the Big Easy, city 
of perennial Mardi Gras, even before you 
taste the manna sizzling behind the endless 
display of hot sauces. But you don’t have to 
sell your soul to get down with the impec- 
cably conceived Dixie Kitchen. (Go 
ahead and rub your eyes: that was indeed 
Boylston Street, not the Mason-Dixon line, 
a couple of blocks north.) Clean your plate 
of crawdads and jambalaya, and wipe up 
with corn bread. And since you love your 
mother, leave room for dessert. What kind 
of Southern smorgasbord would stop short 
of cramming your mouth full of pie? To top 
it off, even the service keeps to the theme. 
The Kitchen’s abundant hospitality will 
have you whistlin’ Dixie. 

Dixie Kitchen, 182 Mass Ave, Boston. 
(617) 536-3068. 


Best way to avoid the 
good-night kiss 


The recent Minnie Driver—Stanley Tucci 
movie Big Night was something of a valen- 
tine to the traditional Italian-American 
restaurant; that is, the kind of place where 


you'd take someone special for a nice 
dinner out, expecting fresh pasta, check- 
ered tablecloths, an aproned waiter, and 
Sinatra crooning in the background, all 
perfect ingredients for that first kiss on 
the doorstep at the end of the night. 

La Groceria harks back to the days 
when pasta marinara was the house spe- 
cial, not saffron gnocchi in white truffle 
oil; when dating was a simple-enough 
affair, too, and not as convoluted as a 
business contract. 

Take the garlic bread, for instance. 
Although the words garlic bread might 
conjure images of cheap white bread 
slathered in butter and garlic salt, the kind 
of thing a pizza joint serves you with over- 
cooked ziti, at La Groceria the approach is 
entirely different: they take crusty rolls, cut 
them in half, and then top each with olive 
oil, diced fresh tomato, fennel, and visible 
chunks of garlic. Almost a meal itself, and 
truly scrumptious, this appetizer is also a 
deadly breath bomb. If you’re unsure 
where things will lead with your dining 
companion, then don’t dispel the ambrosial 
moment by poisoning your mouth with 
such reeking stuff, at least not on the first 
date. Take our word for it: Binaca is not 
going to save you in this situation. On the 
other hand, if you’re underimpressed with 
the conversation and hyping yourself for 
Home.Improvement reruns and late-night 
infomercials, pop one of these suckers in 
your mouth after dinner and you'll find . 
yourself on your doorstep — alone — 
faster than you can say PU. 

La Groceria, 853 Main Street, 
Cambridge. (617) 876-4162. 


Thanks to the 99 Restaurant massacre, 
steak tips and Beantown have a somewhat 
tenuous relationship. But Hungry 
Herb’s, which is more than worth the 
1-93 hop out to Medford, does for tips 
what Mark McGwire and Sammy Sosa 
have done for modern baseball: everything 
and then some. The menu, for one, reads 
like an encyclopedia: 30 trim, lean, and 
mean-tasting versions of steak tips; 70 of 
chicken tips; two dozen ways to get fries, 
burgers, meatballs, linguicga, and eggplant; 
and subs with names like “Bertolino’s 
Bacon Boy” and “The Mild Ride.” Even 
the dozen or so salads come with an 
option for, shall we say, tipping. Excess is 
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Continued on page 14 
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ood food, Good Music. Good Times! 


Cool Blue's 


www.cool—biues.com 


Live Blues every Friday / Saturday Night 
617-889-1312 
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not Herb’s only redeeming quality, though, 


and one bite will reveal that. In “Cowboy 
Bleu,” the bite of blackened sirloin tips is 
softened by a tangy smothering of blue 
cheese, while the lip-smacking combo of 
chicken tips, honey, brown sugar, and 
BBQ sauce makes “Heart-Honey-Cue” a 
sweet winner. If all of this sounds intimi- 
dating, then trust big, burly Hungry Herb 
himself with your selection. He’s been 
hand-picking strangers’ dinners for over a 
decade now — more, if you count the 
years he cooked these items on his family’s 
backyard grill. 

Hungry Herb’s Subs, 297 Salem Street, 
Medford. (781) 395-8477. 


















Improve 
Your Public 
Speaking 


PARK SQUARE 
TOASTMASTERS 


(near Public Garden) 
Meets every Tuesday from Noon to 1PM 


Call (617) 859-3321 for More Info 





GROG ’N’ GRUB: you don’t have to be a Beowulf fan to dig Grendel’s happy-hour menu. 





Best Buffalo 
chicken sandwich 


Lurking in the Fenway neighborhood, lying 
in wait smack in the middle of the menu at 
Thornton’s Fenway Grill, is the Wolf 
— a Buffalo chicken sandwich to be envied 
by its peers. What makes this sandwich so 
darned good? we asked Thornton’s cook, 
Dave Richard. He attributes the popularity 
of this hearty, spicy sandwich (one of the 
restaurant’s top five sellers) to the huge 
portion size, the flour batter the chicken’s 
fried in, and the special Buffalo sauce. Nei- 
ther crispy nor tough, the Wolf slyly 


entices even those who claim they don’t 
care for “spicy food.” Hah! That’s what 
they say before wrapping their jaws around 
this hot, mouth-watering sandwich, blue- 
cheese dressing oozing from the edges of 
the large bulkie roll. Dubbed “the Wolf” by 
a menu creator who happened to be a huge 
Jack Nicholson fan, this fiery-orange poul- 
try is the real thing not like those high- 
school-cafeteria-style chicken fingers or a 
wimpy grilled chicken breast basted in 
watery sauce. Augmented with fries, cole 
slaw, or baked beans that only the strong 
(and big) of stomach can consume after 
doing battle with the mighty Wolf, this is a 
toothsome deal. 

Thornton’s Fenway Grill, 
100 Peterborough Street, Boston. (617) 
421-0104. 
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Best eqg-salad 
4 
sandwich 


Come on, you know you want it! The egg- 
salad sandwich is a mainstay of the com- 
fort food group, a cornerstone in the Like- 
Mom-Used-to-Make-When-She-Didn’t- 
Feel-Like-Cooking genre. Years of questing 
have yielded up the grail: the perfect egg- 
salad sandwich is to be found at the 
Harrison Deli in the South End. What 
makes it so darn good? There are no exot- 
ic spices, no sun-dried tomatoes or diced 
fennel seeds, no rosemary focaccia — no 
free-range eggs, even. It is artfully simple: 
each sandwich-sized batch of egg salad is 
made to order. Boiled eggs freshly 
chopped, mayonnaise freshly folded in, 
shredded lettuce freshly tucked beneath 
freshly toasted white (or wheat) bread, salt 








HOUSE OF 
TIBET KITCHEN 


GOOD FORTU 


Let us sere you wih hadtional 
Se ¥ 


| ae 
| Teta 


bircatineennssanesiy 


closed Monday 


Wee open: 6 days a wees, 1] am, —9:30 pm 
235 Holand Street Somervile, MA Te. (617) 6297507 


and pepper . .. mmmm. All for $2.50. 
Says Maz, one of the owners: “We make 
most things fresh here. It’s easier for us 
that way, and the customers definitely like 
it more.” Other paragons of sandwichdom 
served here include liverwurst, Danish 
ham, and lean corned beef. The Harrison 
Deli also serves a vast array of “Char-Broil 
Dinners” — i.e., hearty carnivores’ fare 
like steak tips, lamb or pork chops, and 
barbecued chicken — as well as breakfast 
specials, subs, and pizza, including one 
decidedly Grecian spinach-feta combo. 

Harrison Deli, 805 Harrison Avenue, 
Boston. (617) 266-1651. 


Best beans (neither 
Boston nor baked) 


Despite today’s newfangled culinary tech- 
niques, the lowly bean rarely appears in 

any delectable new guises. This is precisely 
why the cowboy beans at Jake’s Boss 

BBQ are such a local treasure. Neither 

baked nor from Boston, this pinto-based 

dish is something that pitmaster Kenton 
Jacobs gleaned from his time on a trail ride 
between the Red River and the Rio 

Grande. That’s Texas to us Yanks, and it’s 
where Jacobs, born and bred in the Hub, 

fled to pursue his dream of becoming a 
cowboy. Lucky for us, he got sucked into 
the vast and exclusive culture of Southern 
barbecue and, under the tutelage of his 
mentors Pop Bossett and Fred Gray, 
learned the secrets of slow-smoking, dry- 
rubbing, and, apparently, bean-loving. 
Jacobs’s cowboy beans are no plate-side 


DONS 


Continued on page 16 






















uisine an hospital 














il 




































e 
¢ 
s 

x 

® 
: 








est.1996 








ae € is a family-owne 
~~ neighborhood restaurant. We feature 
authentic and delicious Mexican food. 














= - Most of our recipes are based on the 








culinary traditions of Oaxaca and 





Veracruz. We prepare each dish 
individually, using only the freshest 
produce available. We hope you have 
an enjoyable dining experience. 
Erwin, Mary Ann 
& Ricardo Ramos 


203A Broadway 
Arlington, MA 02174 
(781) 643-2299 
New Location 
11 Springfield St. 
Inman Sq. Cambridge 
(617) 492-4495 


www. infobooth.net 
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East African, Ethiopian & Eritrean Cuisines 
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ANTHEA MEXCAY STE COKE 


Enchiladas * Mexican Grilled Chicken 
Tacos & Awesome Burritos! 


1728 Mass Ave. * Cambridge * 354-7400 « (Near Porter) 


Open 7 Days from 10am 
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Middle East & American Cuisine 


FALAFEL * HUMMOS « SHISH KABOB « BABA GANOUSH 
Credit Cards Accepted ¢ Limit 1 coupon per person, with coupon thru 5/31/99. 


92 Mt. Auburn St. - Harvard Sa. + 491-3079 
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“Voted THE TAB 
Readers Choice Award 
as Best Pizza in 
Brookline /Brighton” 
1995, 1996, 1997. 


V3z22za the way 


mom makes tt/ 


¢ New York Style Calzones 
¢ 3 sizes: Personal, Regular & Large 


e 31 toppings ( From sausage & pepperoni 
to pineapple & smoked turkey) 


e Specialty Sandwiches 
¢ SERVING BEER & WINE 





Free Delivery Brookline/Brighton Area! 


(617) 739-1114 


Mon.-Sat. 
llam-10pm 
Sun. 12am-10pm 


1628 Beacon St. 
Brookline, MA 
(Washington Square) 


Boston's First Brew Pub + Established in 1986 
COMMONWEALTH BREWING CO. 


Pool tables. Couches. Seconds from the FleetCenter. 138 Portland St. Boston 523-8383 
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pile of soon-to-be leftovers. In fact, these 
pintos make for a stomach-busting meal 
on their own. Like all legendary ’cue cre- 
ations, they’re a subtle weave of smoke and 
spice, texture and taste. Tender but not 
mushy, assertive but not obnoxious, they’re 
propelled from merely delicious to totally 
unforgettable by the tiny nuggets of beef 
brisket that punctuate every bite. Plus, they 
arrive in a styrofoam container at just 
$3.50 a pint. Now that’s home cooking. 
Jake’s Boss Barbecue, 3492 Washington 
Street, Jamaica Plain. (617) 983-3701. 


When you go to Kupel’s, picture your- 
self as an action hero whose noble mis- 
sion is to rescue a poor, innocent bagel. 
You're gonna need stamina to survive in 
the madhouse that is Kupel’s. It’s a place 
where, if the bagel bakers ever emerged 
from the back, they would exclaim: 
“What bagel craze? We’ve been doing this 
here forever!” Fighting off pushy people 
behind you and securing your place in 
line, all while balancing the Sunday paper, 
isn’t child’s play. In fact, the teenagers 
working behind the counter, scooping 
great gobs o’ cream cheese with reckless 
abandon, tend to look completely 
exhausted (but never hungry, of course). 
Don’t worry, you won't need a ninja 
sword to capture the bagel, just $1.50 
(with plain cream cheese). Once you’ve 
maneuvered your way to the front and 
caught the half-open eye of a salesperson, 
it’s time to take your money and pounce. 
Now, you can’t save all the bagels. Once 
you’ve picked the chosen one (our fave: 
sesame), cradle it, love it, pay for it, get it 
out of the store, and then chomp! As you 
wipe your sweaty brow and chew, feel the 
cream cheese brighten up your cheeks 
(yes, a Kupel’s bagel can actually feel 
refreshing!). Now you know what Steven 
Seagal feels like every time he saves the 
environment and gets the girl. 

Kupel’s Bakery, 421 Harvard Street, 
Brookline. (617) 566-9528. 
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Best tripe 


No, not the stuff you read in the papers or 
hear on the evening news. We mean deli- 
cately prepared pork or beef stomach lin- 
ing, which is a mouth-watering treat for 
Italians, Chinese, and New England Yan- 
kees, who like theirs pickled and fried in 
batter (some of the best around is at De ’n 
Ro’s in Norwich, Vermont, and the great 
Moody’s Diner in Waldoboro, Maine). The 
Italians do it with an aromatic tomato 
sauce, and our favorite version of it (since 





the closing of Flavorland on Salem Street) 
is at Vinny’s in East Somerville — those 
succulent, tender pieces of honeycomb 
smothered in rich sauce with just a hint of 
the taste of innards. The Chinese version 
we like comes mainly with dim sum. The 
pretty, crenelated bits are pure white and 
submerged in a saucerful of spicy vinegar 
and scallions; try them at China Peart 
and imperial Sea Food in Chinatown. 
How did tripe ever get to be an insult? 

Vinny’s, 76 Broadway, Somerville, (617) 
628-1921; China Pearl, 9 Tyler Street, 
Boston, (617) 426-4338; Imperial Sea 
Food, 70 Beach Street, Boston, (617) 
426-8439. 


Best smokes and rubs 


Boston’s way out of the barbecue belt, but 
for some reason Bostonians love barbecue. 
Maybe it’s the cold winters that compel 
some of us to put meat on our bones by 
gnawing it off those of others. Or perhaps 
it’s because barbecue tastes so great with 
beer, which Boston is damn near perfect- 
ing with Ipswich, Tremont, Sam Adams, 
and a host of local microbrews. The latest 
to cast its lot in with the finger-lickin’ 
crowd is B.B. Wolf in the Fenway. A pop- 
ular outpost (and alternative to always- 
crowded Boston Beer Works) for pre- and 
post-Sox fans, it offers the whole range of 
carnivorous delights, rubbed down with 
special spices, mopped with sauce, and 
smoked to perfection. Sides like “hoppin’ 
Juan rice,” “drunken beans,” pickled beets, 
and the famed wet fries slathered with 
gravy are also favorites. Who’s afraid of 
the Big Bad Wolf? No one who knows 
what’s good for them. 

B.B. Wolf, 109 Brookline Avenue, 
Boston. (617) 247-2227. 


Best calzone 


While it may be that calzones and pizzas 
are mostly about the fillings or toppings, 
what can make them truly great is the 
crust. And good crust is hard to come by. 
Any pizzeria can buy good pepperoni or 
fresh green pepper — but how well do they 
make and cook their dough? Is it too thick 
or too thin? Too gooey or too crispy? If the 
dough doesn’t work, then the toppings or 
fillings lose a lot of their charm. The home- 
made dough at Stefani in Cambridgeport 
is exactly what makes this eatery’s calzones 
the best in town. It’s made to order (don’t 
worry, you don’t have to wait for it to rise, 
but there is always a guy kneading it), and 
it’s left in the oven for just the right amount 
of time. A bite of the corner of a calzone 
reveals a bit of gooeyness on the inside and 


Continued on page 18 
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Featuring 70 selections 
of Italian Wines from 
various regions of Italy. 


Enjoy Massimino’s 
authentic Italian 
Cuisine upstairs in Our — 
traditional dining 
room and now 
downstairs in the 
rustic, romantic setting 
of our Wine Cellar. 


Catering services available, please 
inquire. Three minute walk from 
Boston’s Fleet Center. 


MASSIMINO’S 


CUCINA ITALIANA 
207 ENDICOTT STREET 
BOSTON’S NORTH END 
617°523°5959 


CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
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the perfect crispiness on the outside. The 
such as pepperoni and spinach 
- are crammed in and com- 


stuffings — 
and cheese 
fortingly warm. 

Stefani, 263 Brookline Street, 
Cambridge. (617) 547-4588. 


Best falafel 


For those of you who are not vegetarians, 
have no fear: Moody’s Falafel Palace 
in Central Square makes the best of this 
deep-fried chick pea dish for even the most 
die-hard meat eaters. Located just off 
Mass Ave, the white-and-green brick build- 
ing looks like an oasis through the carbon 
monoxide haze plaguing the area. Modestly 
decorated with old tennis racquets on the 
walls and white string lights, this tiny joint 
can seat 15 at the most. A decent portion 
of falafel with salad is $4.25, and the 
$4.95 veggie combo that includes falafel, 
hummus, baba ghanoosh, salad, and tab- 
bouleh is sure to leave the green-eater glut- 
ted and the meat-eater not starving. For 
the carnivore, the Palace offers a succulent 
chicken kabob plate for $3.95. 
Moody’s Falafel Palace, 25 Central 

Square, Cambridge. (617) 864-0827. 
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Best meat loaf of 
just like what Mom 
used to make 


If you still think meat loaf is most comfort- 
ing when it’s a brick of hamburger with 
American cheese layered on top, each bite 
dipped in ketchup, it’s time for some 
deprogramming. A major standout on the 
Franklin Café’s menu, the turkey meat 
loaf rotates with a couple of other meat loaf 
selections that, while perfectly tasty and 
worthwhile, pale in memory compared to 
the masterpiece. Ground turkey is mixed 
with diced onions and herbs and baked so 
perfectly that it makes you want to weep 
with joy and hug the chef — crusty and 
smoky on the outside and unbelievably 
moist and juicy on the inside. The fig 
sauce, which may (but shouldn’t) scare 
away old-school meat-loaf eaters, is a light- 
yet-rich, sweet-savory concoction, as earthy 


as it is ethereal. It’s all served with a gener- 
ous helping of (mercifully) garlic-free 
mashed potatoes. If you’re determined to 
cling to your mossback ways, don’t try the 
turkey meat loaf. In fact, stay away from 
the Franklin Café altogether — there aren’t 
enough tables for nonbelievers. But if you 
do decide to expand your comfort-food/ 
meat-loaf horizons, arrive early, settle in at 
the bar to wait for a table with a glow-in- 
the-dark-pink Mo Cocktail, and be warned: 
once you try this, there'll be no going back. 

Franklin Café, 278 Shawmut Avenue, 
Boston. (617) 350-0010. 
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Best food that sounds 
like a moral failing 


When Mucho Gusto Café opened two 
years ago in the Fenway, local cubanos and 
cubanas flocked to the eatery for real home 
cooking. Though some Cuban and other 
Latino sandwich shops already existed in 
the area, there was no real sit-down place 
with a full menu of island classics. It was- 
n’t long before people who had grown up 
in Yankee villages were standing in line for 
pan con bistec (a flattened beef sandwich) 
and piping hot tostones (fried plantains). 
Even for novices, the food has a satisfying - 
ly homey feel, and for good reason. “The 
recipes are all Aida’s — my mother’s,” 
says charming owner Oswaldo Mondejar. 
(Mami Aida has been known to visit the 
kitchen and inspect a plate before it goes 
out to the table.) 


The most basic and incredibly popular 
dish is picadillo, a savory combination of 
ground beef, raisins, and olives. This staple 
is so intrinsic to the culture, Mondejar 
says, that “it’s like going to Grandma’s 
house for dinner.” Picadillo literally means 
“chopped meat,” but its nearest English 
homonym is peccadillo, which means 
roughly “a little sin.” That’s not such a bad 
description — there’s no way to make a 
decent picadillo low-fat (why would you 
bother?), and red meat itself is suspect in 
this health-conscious age. But sometimes a 
little dietary transgression is just what you 
need. 

Mucho Gusto Café and Collectibles, 
1124 Boylston Street, Boston. (617) 
236-1020. 


The continuing-education courses at the 
Cambridge School of Culinary Arts 
are what most cooking classes can only 
hope to become: accessible yet serious, 
grounded in technique but guaranteed to 
include flights of fantasy. Whereas compet- 
ing programs involve minimal hands-on 
exposure and an instructor who demon- 
strates solo the entire time, CSCA is an in- 
the-trenches affair where students tie on 
aprons and sauté with professionally 
trained chefs. You'll be firing up six-burn- 
ers and sipping Burgundy if that’s what the 
class calls for. And the pros who teach the 





LITTLE SINS: Lucille Ball and Cuban food share table space at Mucho Gusto Café. 


course are usually assisted by several CITs 
(chefs-in-training), which means that if 
your hollandaise breaks, there'll be some- 
one nearby to save the day. If that’s not 
enough, the course catalogue will surely 
stoke your culinary fires; peppered with 
celebrity chefs, it’s diverse the entire way 
through. Nirvana comes in a chocolate 
coating in “Things Haven’t Been the Same 
Since Willy Wonka Went Union”; Latin 
lovers will mambo after making anise ice 
cream in coconut baskets and coffee bralée 
during “Havannah”; and all those pasta 
people can finally have the real, made- 
from-scratch stuff in “Pasta! Pasta! Pasta!” 
Cambridge School of Culinary Arts, 
2020 Mass Ave, Cambridge. 
(617) 354-2020. 
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Best townscale 
Cafe in an upscale 
restaurant 


With its fancy glassware, flashback-to-the- 
’40s décor, and graceful servers, No. 9 
Park can’t exactly hide that it’s an upper- 
crust affair. Toss in chef Barbara Lynch’s 
robust cuisine, and you have is one of the 
city’s better dining experiences. But why 
should anyone pay 20-something bucks for 
a main plate? Especially if you can get a 
no-reservation, no-dressing-up version of 
the same foodie fantasy for less money and 
less hassle at the café, which is really the 
only way to (regularly) have a go at 
Lynch’s offerings. Awash in flattering light, 
the room surrounds an antique glass- 
framed bar, while tones of white, black, 
and gray reinforce the space’s neat simplic- 
ity. On the plate, portions climb past the 
appetizer range in size but, surprisingly — 
at least for this restaurant — not in price 
($8 to $11) . Three plates’ worth and a 
dessert should be plenty for most gluttons. 
Airy gnocchi, perfume with truffle, nestle 
into a Tuscan meat sauce. The chef’s 
vaunted crispy duck is flanked by a fig 
salad and a mascarpone crouton. And tuna 
is deftly seared and served with green 
beans, white beans, and tomato chutney. 
To help the night along, there are a dozen 
intriguing wines available by the glass, 
hard-to-find Belgian ales, and a selection 
of artisanal cheeses. 

The café at No. 9 Park, 9 Park Street, 
Boston. (617) 742-9991. 
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Best open-air 
people-watching 


Maybe you hate Newbury Street, maybe 

you loathe Newbury Street, but you can’t 
deny the international, laid-back cool that 

is Sonsie. Sort of a cross between a 

Parisian café, a Sicilian bistro, and a Span- 

ish hotel bar, Sonsie manages to be almost § 
all things to almost all people, for break- 
fast, lunch, dinner, and drinks, every day 
of the week. And if that sounds like a 
recipe for cheese — as in the individually 
wrapped, plasticine variety you might find 
on your burger at other multi-purpose 
establishments — let us explain. In Son- 
sie’s café, which is open to the street on 
pleasant days, all the chairs face out 
toward the street to afford maximum visual 
pleasure for both diners and passersby; the 
tables are marble so your martini or cap- 
puccino won’t slosh; the waiters wear crisp 
white aprons — trés francais, non? 

In the dining room, the tables and 
booths are cozy and intimate, the walls are 
sponged a warm Mediterranean orange 
and set off by explosions of fresh flowers, 
the cuisine is Italian with a nouvelle twist: } 
brick-oven pizza with roasted garlic, arti- 


Continued on page 20 
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chokes, and carmelized onions; rich pastas 


dishes; and fresh caesar salads molto 
Italiano, si? And as for the Spanish influ 
well, those hypnotically turning 


ceiling fans and that beautiful vaulted tin 


ence 


ceiling seem pretty Spanish. You could 
imagine Hemingway at a place like this just 
before the running of the bulls through 
Pamplona: sleeves rolled up, cigarette 
smoldering, graduating from cafe con leche 


to vino tinto as his pen races across the 


page. He would feel right at home at Son 
sie, if only he had a pager 

Sonsie, 327 Newbury Street, Boston 
(617) 351-2500 
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Best hangout to model 
your new hairdo 


If the Newbury Street salon brigade has an 
off-duty headquarters, it’s 29 Newbury 
Street. So what better place to show off 
your new hairstyle than this intimate bar 
and restaurant? Let the growd wonder who 
Mark? Sandy? Mario? Don’t be 


surprised if a stranger asks while you sip a 


did you 


Manhattan, martini, or cosmopolitan. Hait 
can be serious business at 29. Try an appe- 
tizer of fried squid or the soup of the day, 
which usually has a distinctive international 
inspiration, or two 29 standbys: the well- 
known burger and the club sandwich. Let’s 
celebrate good grooming. 

29 Newbury Street, 29 Newbury Street, 
Boston. (617) 536-0290. 


Best taste 
of hedonism 


If once-a-year feast, sip, and spend-till- 
you-drop pleasure floats your boat, then 
there aren’t too many options better than 
the seasonal tasting menus (one omnivo- 
rous, one vegetarian) at Frank McClelland’s 
vaunted L’Espalier. Textural interplay and 
artistic food graphics. Three-hour-long 
meals with a different wine for each and 
every one of the — count em — seven 
courses. Sorbets with flavors like honey 
lavender as palate cleansers. And who could 
forget those deal-sealing petits fours? But 
this isn’t merely monumental indulgence 
we’re talking about; this is the utmost level 
of gastronomical refinement. Remember 
that spring pea, leek, and French breakfast 
radish soup you had for a first course? The 
one with fresh morels and a chive ragout? 
Well, its refreshing bite actually affects the 
way your lush third course (hand-cut pap- 
pardelle with white truffles and crimini- 
mushroom stew) gets perceived as it 
waltzes across your taste budss Be fore- 
warned: the dishes and wines on the tasting 
menus change nightly, but the balletic Old 
World service and New World culinary 
refinement are standard fare. 

L’Espalier, 30 Gloucester Street, Boston. 
(617) 262-3023 


Best food-as-art 


Vertical food design is nothing new in 
adventurous and highbrow restaurants, and 
diners eventually get used to destroying the 
entire presentation of a dish the first time 
they wave a fork at it lobster antennae 
protrude from little towers of bread 
crumbs, soups are completely encased in 
giant popovers, and tiny pockets of foamed 
lobster juice dot a sauce like a Mondrian 
painting. But Ambrosia manages to com- 
bine artwork with food that can actually be 
eaten with spoon, fork, and knife (rather 
than silver tongs, a C-clamp, and a straw). 
Their cheesecake soufflé looks like it would 


bring in 75 satellite channels and interfere 
with Logan’s air-traffic-control system: 
atop the cheesecake soufflé perches a spiral 
antenna made from what appeared to be 
spun sugar. It’s delicious, but one helping 
too many and you might start picking up 
Ally McBeal in your fillings. 

Ambrosia on Huntington, 116 
Huntington Avenue, Boston. (617) 
247-2400 


Best Harvard Square 
food hargain 


If you start frothing at the mouth at a bar- 
gain, stay away from Grendel’s during 
happy hour, when everything on the bar 
menu, from crab cakes to portobello mush- 
rooms to Grendel’s luscious Lampoon 
sandwich with fries, is — hold onto your 
wallet: two bucks (when you buy a beer, as 
if you weren’t gonna anyway, duh). 
Happy, indeed! Two bucks — and the food 
is actually good, and the place is actually 
cool (you could imagine Jack Nicholson 
and Art Garfunkel hanging out here in 
Carnal Knowledge). Is this the best-kept 
secret in town or what? 

So why doesn’t this Harvard Square 
institution overflow with wild-eyed, frothy- 
lipped bargain hunters from 5 to 7:30 p.m. 
and 9 to 11:30 p.m. on weekdays (just 5 to 
7:30 on Friday and Saturdays)? Well, it 
could be the wait staff. There aren’t many 
of them and they’re not always what you 
would call nice, especially when happy 
hour is about to end and people are franti- 
cally trying to flag them down before — 
horror — the prices go up. Hey, if ya want 
nice, leave town. But if you want a big, fill- 
ing sandwich (the Lampoon is a ham, 
turkey, and cheese number slathered with 
Russian dressing on pumpernickel) and a 
tasty brew away from the meathead crowd, 
you should check out the Grendel’s happy 
hour. Just don’t tell your friends about it. 

Grendel’s Restaurant and Bar, 

89 Winthrop Street, Cambridge. (617) 
491-1050. 


We’re not being facetious here — we like 
Dorchester — but the fact that the chichi, 
multi-culti restaurant and bar 

224 Boston is an anomaly in this work- 
ing-class neighborhood is really not up for 
debate. There’s nothing even remotely like 
it around for a good square mile, and the 
folks at 224 Boston are the first to admit 
it, even celebrate it. “I can’t believe it’s in 


BUONA FORCHETTA: it’s elbow-to-elbow in the North End’s Pomodoro. 


Dorchesta!” proclaims a caricatured 
Bostonian on the menu; and on the wall 
there’s a framed article headlined — what 
else? — “In Defense of Dorchester,” just 
in case anyone’s worried that this culinary 
outpost will blast off from its foundations 
and plop down in the South End. 

That isn’t likely to happen any time 
soon, judging from a recent Monday-night 
excursion, which found the restaurant 
packed. And understandably so: the décor 
strikes that hard-to-pull-off balance 
between casual and trendy, clamorous and 
intimate, with exposed-brick walls, a black- 
and-white parquet floor, and an open 
industrial kitchen set off by big, color- 


splashed canvases and cozy candlelit tables. 


And ditto the menu, which adds nouvelle 
accents to traditional American dishes such 
as meat loaf, fried fish, and grilled chicken 


LATE GREAT 


Best spot to muse on the it 





of all human striving 


A bar in an airport control tower is not 
the most confidence-inspiring thing in 
the world; you want a drink just to ease 
the stress caused by the presence of a 
bar in a control tower, which means the 
place is a break-even proposition at 
best. So it’s just as well that the bar in 
Logan's control tower is closed, 
and has been for as long as we've 
known about it. The room, however, 
was left open for a while as an observa- 
tory before Massport claimed it as office 
space. Anyone who dared cross the _- 
snarly traffic between Terminals C and 
D could ride up an elevator and gaze, © 


alone, across a vast plain of planes from a 


bite SPs 





a vantage point usually limited to those 
with headphones and FAA credentials. 
Silently, at a distance, planes would lift 
off and touch down in a rhythm deter- 
mined by the computers just overhead; 
the planes were injected with passengers 
at the jetways and then dispatched like 
so many shipping tubes full of people. 
During daylight, when one is removed 
from the assuring roar of engines, air 
travel looks even more dicey and fragile 
than the rest of human existence. By 
night, that fragility turns beautiful, as 


the airport becomes an intricate and 


mesmerizing dance of lights — no 














without skimping on portions: our grilled 
chicken sandwich ($9) came on a baguette 
with mango chutney, Dijon mayo, and a 
side of white-bean salad; and our “corn- 
meal-encrusted” catfish ($13.50) arrived 
with fries, snap peas, and a roasted-red- 
pepper rémoulade. But what makes 224 so 
special may not necessarily be the food or 
the atmosphere, though both are great; it’s 
the simple fact that it put down roots in an 
unlikely neighborhood and has survived to 
reap the benefits — namely, as diverse and 
loyal a clientele (young and old, gay and 
straight, black and white, etc.) as you'll 
find anywhere in Dorchester or, for that 
matter, anywhere in Boston. 

224 Boston, 224 Boston Street, 
Dorchester. (617) 265-1217. 
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Best-kept 
neighborhood secret 


You know the type of place: it’s not so 
much designed as it is cobbled together 
over the years according to some winning 
aesthetic principle that defies rational 
analysis or pigeonholing. Some diners are 
this way, and so are the very best bars, but 
it’s rare that a restaurant in a tony neigh- 
borhood like the South End resists the 
temptation to chuck the three-foot lac- 
quered trout and squeeze in just one more 
table. But that’s exactly what Anchovies 
has done. The trout stays, and so do the 
fringe-shaded lamps, the fuzzy dice, the 
cross-country skis, the carnival horse, and 
the moose on the wall wearing the staff 
T-shirt. And here’s where the mystery 
comes in: somehow ail this clutter manages 
to be easy on the eyes. Maybe it’s the red 
light, reminiscent of a Tiki lounge, that 
softens things up — or maybe it’s the ’70s 


Continued on page 22 
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Kekepelli Chili Co. 


Chili the way it's meant te be 


7 Kinds Burritos & 
of Chili Enchiladas 


7 Salsas Fajitas 


25 Hot Specialty 
Sauces Margaritas 


18 Tequilas Tamales 


Serving 7 chilis, a full 
Southwestern menu, 
and a selection of 
magical margaritas. 
Open 7 days for dinner, 
Sat. Lunch & Sun. Brunch 11-3 


Kokopelli Chili Co. 


1648 Beacon Street (Washington Square) 


Brookline (617) 277-2880 


Yes. there is 


_ life beyond 
Back Bay. 


breakfast, lunch and dinner 


late night menu, full bar, microbrews on tap 


seven days a week 


| Grille +Bar | + | Grille +Bar | 


at the Longwood Galleria 


34.2 Longwood Avenue, Boston, Massachusetts 
617.232.9770 


3oston’s First Brew Pub: Established in 1986 


COMMONWEALTH BREWING CO. 


Pool tables. Couches. Seconds from the FleetCenter. 138 Portland 8t. Boston 523-8383 


Food & Drink 
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music, or the friendly wait staff, or the 
mixed crowd of mostly locals, or the 
carved oak bar and the dropped ceiling 
that makes you feel cozy and warm. Or the 
food: huge portions of linguine with meat- 
balls, mammoth plates of antipasti, Italian 
sausage, and the like — almost all for 
under $10. Of course, it’s impossible to 
single out the one thing that makes a place 
like Anchovies work so effortlessly: design- 
ers have been trying to do it for years. But 
whatever it is, we like it. 

Anchovies,433 Columbus Avenue, 
Boston. (617) 266-5088 
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Best way to relive 
Mysterious Island 


One of the most archetypally terrifying 
moments in film occurs in the 1961 adap- 
tation of Jules Verne’s Mysterious Island 
when a giant crab, created by special- 
effects wizard Ray Harryhausen, tries to 
make a quick snack of the heroes. A conve- 
niently located volcanic crater full of boiling 
water reverses the roles, however — a 
moment of poetic justice one can relive by 
ordering Restaurant Zine’s Zinc Platter 
for two, a towering serving of crustaceans 
and mollusks that is one of the more popu- 
lar appetizers at the South End bistro. 

“| think of it as more like something 
out of The Outer Limits,” says Zinc execu- 
tive chef E. Michael Reed of the unnerv- 
ing, artful array of vaguely threatening but 
delectably toothsome claws, shells, chiti- 
nous appendages, and protoplasmic what- 
not devised by Zinc master chef Chris 
Spann. “It is daunting,” admits Reed. 
“Quite dramatic as it comes through the 
restaurant. Once the first one is ordered in 
an evening, we prepare several more, 
because people are impressed and order 
one for themselves.” Among the celebrities 
who have taken on this deep-sea chal- 
lenge, notes Reed, are Billy Corrigan of 
Smashing Pumpkins, the actress Natalie 
Portman, and Ben Stiller’s mom, actress/ 
comedienne Anne Meara. Average folks 
can benefit, too. “It’s a good way to pick 
someone up,” notes Reed. “Especially at 
the bar. . . . It’s a good conversation 
starter.” 

Restaurant Zinc, 35 Stanhope Street, 
Boston. (617) 262-2323. 


Best wine list 
for lightweights 


So you want some wine with dinner. 
Since American restaurants haven’t really 
caught on to the usefulness of half-bot- 
tles, you order a full bottle of something 
nice. Two glasses in, you’re feeling happy. 








EAT OR BE EATEN: Restaurant Zinc’s 
seafood platter is a monstrous-looking treat. 





Four glasses in, you’re wondering if you 
should call a cab. Six glasses in, the cab 
driver is yelling at you because you don’t 
remember where you live. If this has ever 
happened to you, Les Zygomates is 
the place to dine. The food is classic 
French, but the massive wine list is global 
in scope and quintessentially American; 
by the bottle, glass, or “taste,” there’s a 
quantity of wine here to suit every palate, 
tolerance, and medical prohibition. And 
unlike most restaurants’ by-the-glass 
selections, which seem designed to turn 
people permanently away from wine, the 
list at Les Zygomates is both well chosen 
and avant-garde enough to please just 
about everyone. 

Les Zygomates, 129 South Street, 
Boston. (617) 542-5108. 


Best wine list 
for over-the-top 
wine geeks 


In the gym, size matters, but in the wine 
world the measures of choice are age 
(“How old is your bottle?”) and rarity. To 
fulfill those needs, Boston-area wine dorks 
congregate at Uva to poach Chris Camp- 
bell’s incredible selection of old and hard- 
to-find wines, all at the nearly unbelievable 
price of $10 over wholesale. That under- 
cuts the best retailers’ prices by a wide 
margin, and so he gets gaggles (herds? 
schools? prides?) of wine freaks beating 
down his door (figuratively speaking, of 
course — they’re not exactly a fearsomely 
endowed lot, given that the only exercise 
they get is lifting and swirling a glass). 
Though the quality of the food used to lag 
behind that of the wine, it’s now quite 
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good. Unfortunately, serious oenophiles 


often forget to eat in the raw excitement of 


ordering another bottle of 1964 


Richebourg. Hey, don’t judge — we all get 


our thrills where we can. 
Uva, 1418 Comm Ave, Boston. (617) 
566-5670. 
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Best high-octane rosé 


With its peachy tones and bronze high- 
lights, it may look like a white zinfandel, 
and its bright, fruity tang may resemble 
that of the now-passé blush favorite. But 


after starting on your third Madras mar- 


tini at the Small Planet Café, you'll find 
yourself entering a state unfamiliar to the 
polite wine sipper. If you’re still in an 
upright position. “A lot of people think it’s 
going to be a light, fruity cocktail,” says 
Small Planet bar manager Alfredo Bar- 
tolozzi, who invented the drink, inspired 
by the Madras, a glorified screwdriver 
made with orange and cranberry juice. 
“It’s not. This is the real thing.” Indeed. 
Equal parts Stolichnaya Oranj and Finlan- 
dia Cranberry vodka, this martini is three 
ounces of straight firewater with an 
orange-rind garnish. Piquant and smooth 
with a potent kick, it might tempt some to 
ask for it in a wine glass and pretend 
they’re nursing a rosé instead of knocking 
back the hard stuff. “Nobody’s done so 
yet,” says Bartolozzi. “But it’s not a bad 
idea.” 

Small Planet, 565 Boylston Street, 
Boston. (617) 536-8993, (617) 536-4477. 





GET SMALL at the Littlest Bar, a place where everyone truly knows your name. 
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drinkers would lose to a bottle of this stuff. 
Border Café, 32 Church Street, 
Cambridge. (617) 864-6100. 
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Best rootsy beer 


Once a powerhouse microbrewery in the 
Northwest widely admired for the distinc- 
tive flavor of its ale, Redhook expanded 
the scale of its production facilities with- 
out abandoning its roots as a cutting-edge 
brewer. Having recently set up shop in 
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, Redhook is 
now a bicoastal brewer with a number of 
high-quality suds under its belt. Among 
them is the Extra Special Bitter, originally 
a seasonal beer christened Winterhook 
that became so popular it was renamed 
and sold year-round, and the Double 
Black Stout, a dark, wholesome beer fash- 
ioned in the style of Imperial Stout but 
made with — get this — actual coffee 
beans, courtesy of Starbucks. Each of 
these brews demonstrates Redhook’s abili- 
ty, thus far anyway, to grow as a company 
without quelling its impulse toward experi- 
mentation, a quality that set them apart 
from other microbrewers in the first place. 
Maybe it’s our bracing New England air. 
Ya sure, ya betcha. 
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Best specialty 
margarita 


Pungent, strong, and oh-so-good. That’s 
the best way to describe the Hornitos 
margaritas Dan Casparriello makes at 
the Border Café in Harvard Square. It’s 
not on the menu and it’s not advertised on 
the wall at the bar, but this specialized 
margarita is a favorite of the regulars. Hor- 
nitos tequila, made by Sauza, is much 
stronger than other tequilas used in mar- 
garitas. “It can faintly be tasted through 
the margarita mix, orange juice, and Grand 
Marnier,” says Casparriello, who has been 
serving up the tangy concoction for 11 
years. “But it kills the harshness of the mix 
and gives margaritas the kick they should 
have.” Although Hornitos is a great choice 
for this cocktail, it’s not recommended that 
you shoot it. Even the most challenging 





The favorite hangout of State House 
denizens, the 21st Amendment was 
long known as the Golden Dome, named 
after the gleaming roof of the state capitol. 
Persnickety ethics laws have cracked down 
on the giant lobbyist-sponsored meals that 
once widened the girths of Beacon Hill 
power brokers, and new ownership 
changed the name in 1994 (it now refers 
to the repeal of Prohibition). But it remains 
the place where state lawmakers and their 
aides go to strategize, gossip, and, more 
than they'd prefer you to know, tie one on: 
last year one state rep was seen drunkenly 
waving around a cash-stuffed envelope of 
dubious campaign contributions, which he 
ingeniously left behind at the bar. Since 
stiff drinks make for loose lips, this is a 
preferred place for State House reporters 
to pump their sources. But eavesdroppers 
must work to glean insider info. As Boston 
Herald political scribe Joe Sciacca once put 
it: “You never know who’s sitting at the 
next table. So your paranoid source talks 
in code. Example: ‘I went to see the guy 
about the stuff.’ ” Not that anybody in here 
would ever dream of doing anything 
unethical. 

21st Amendment, 150 Bowdoin Street, 
Boston. (617) 227-7101. 
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Best TV substitution 


The Brendan Behan Pub is not a 
sports bar, it’s a fish-and-frog bar — an 
aquarium fills the corner nook where the 
TV usually goes. Instead of watching the 
game, you get to lock eyes with a fancy 
goldfish whose plumage is like a delicate 
curtain waving in the wind. Or play 
“Where’s the peculiar little upside-down- 
swimming albino frog?” Or behold the 
scariest inhabitant, an ominously large 
pleco, a black beast on an endless algae 
prowl. Even if you don’t aim for direct eye 
contact with any beasts in the tank, the fact 
that the blood-pressure reducer is there 
lends the Behan a whiff of civility and 
calm. Pleco and pals don’t really draw all 





that much conscious study. And for their 
part, they don’t seem much impressed by 
human affairs (the goldfish duo, however, 
occasionally stares down the crowd). On 
nights when the Behan hosts bands, the 
fish (and frog) don’t do anything different- 
ly. Richard Edge, a bartender, says: 
“They’re either deaf or they’re used to it. 
From time to time we tap on the tank, and 
we don’t get much of a response.” Cold 
fish (and frog), those. 

Brendan Behan Pub, 378 Centre Street, 
Jamaica Plain. (617) 522-5386. 


Best place to pretend 
you're famous 


Stride into the Custom House Lounge 
of the Bay Tower Room as though you 
have just finished an elegant (and expen- 
sive) meal downstairs in the dining room. 
Who’s to know you just inhaled a fish fillet 
at McDonald’s and can afford only a few 
glasses of merlot? In your dressier-than- 
usual duds, with a swagger in your step 
(arch in eyebrow optional), sip a cocktail 
and gaze out over the posh dining-room 
crowd. Admire the regal view of the 
Charles River. And, as the sky darkens 
over the water and city begins to glow, 
take advantage of the Frank Sinatra tunes 
the band is playing and practice a little 
soft-shoe on the lounge dance floor (and 
hey, Mr. Soft-Shoe — this is a nice place 
—no sneakers). You could even ask 
someone at the bar to take a turn with you 
and then practice your Thurston 
Howell III voice. In a classy setting like 
this, the thought of being a billionaire 
doesn’t seem so far-fetched. 

Custom House Lounge, Bay Tower 
Room, 60 State Street, 33rd floor, Boston. 
(617) 723-1666. 
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Best place to 
‘bump into’ someone 
who's really famous 


Whether it’s John Travolta or King Hus- 
sein, John Lithgow or Eric Clapton, almost 
all the big-name celebs stay at the Four 
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Seasons Hotel during their Boston 
sojourns. Touring musical performers have 
been known to shack up at the Seasons, 
and political gurus come here to catch 
some Zs before flapping their gums at the 
next stop on the campaign trail. Instead of 
staking out their hotel rooms (that’s rather 
illegal) for glimpses of fame, try looking 
chic and important yourself by sipping a 
cocktail in the hotel’s Bristol Lounge. 
Open until 2 a.m. on the weekends, this 
snazzy-but-relaxed lounge is the perfect 
place to check out a passing star. And 
kicking back in one of those comfy, ele- 
gant sofas or perching in a dark wood 
chair, you won’t look too shabby either. 
Maybe while you’re gazing out the large 
windows that look onto the Public Garden, 
a Hollywood someone will approach you. 
Yeah, maybe. 

Bristol Lounge, Four Seasons Hotel, 
200 Boylston Street, Boston. (617) 
451-1392. 


Best tiny Irish bar 


Boston is busting with touristy Irish bars. 
But just how many of them are proud to 
claim the title of the “littlest” bar in town? 
Walk down a few cement steps and enjoy a 
beer in one of the most unpretentious, 
authentically Irish watering holes in the 
Hub — the Littlest Bar. You never know 
who you'll sit down next to in owner Paddy 
Grace’s Littlest — it could be your best 
friend’s grandmother visiting from Dublin, 
that kid from high-school math class, or a 
bigwig from the State House. Quentin 
Tarantino became a Littlest frequenter dur- 
ing his brief theatrical stint in Wait Until 
Dark. Maybe this dark-wood pub will 
become the backdrop of a noirish Taranti- 
no flick? Doubtful, since the atmosphere in 
Paddy’s bar is probably far too lighthearted 
for the likes of the next Pulp Fiction (or, 
heaven forbid, Four Rooms). Doorman Fast 
Eddie rarely has a problem with the typical 
barroom meatheads that grace a lot of 
Boston’s drinking establishments. “Every- 
one in the place will turn and give ’em a 
look,” Paddy says, and that’s enough to 
send a troublemaker on his or her way. 
Drunken brawls never took place at 
Cheers, did they? Well, the mood is much 
the same at the Littlest. And even if 
nobody there knows your name when you 
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IRISH EYES ARE SMILING on the Plough & Stars, a good place for a solo lunch. 
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first arrive, given the close quarters (40- 
person capacity), you'll probably make a 
friend or two before you leave. 

The Littlest Bar, 47 Province Street, 
Boston. (617) 523-9766. 


Best glow-in-the-dark 
feast 


On Easter Island in the isolated South 
Pacific, members of an ancient, mysterious 
civilization used to gather Sunday morn- 
ings in the village square. Heads heavy 
from too many Dr. Funks and Suffering 
Bastards the night before, the natives 
would put aside the tasks of the day and 
compete to see who could devour the most 
chicken fingers, soft-serve ice cream, and 
Jell-O (complete with fruit bits) at an all- 
you-can-eat Chinese buffet. There were 
also always plenty of luminescent pu-pu 
platters and luncheon specials to go 
around, and the winner of the eating con- 
test would get to dance to the exotic 
sounds of Hawaiian steel guitar with a 
woman named Rhonda. Everyone would 
also play much Keno and pray to a god 
known as “Big-Screen TV.” 

This sacred tradition has been carefully 
preserved in a special spot near the Alewife 
T Station known simply as Aku Aku, 
home of the 40-plus-item all-you-can-eat 
buffet ($6.99, weekends from noon to 
3:30 p.m.) Inside, stone-faced, big-headed 
sacred statues called moai, which were 
once believed to have walked the island 
searching for their final resting place, have 
found home in the Beachcomber Lounge, 
hands folded over their full, contented bel- 
lies. 

Aku Aku Restaurant, 149 Alewife Brook 
Parkway, Cambridge. (617) 491-5377. 


Best late-night 
Chinese restaurant 


Of course, a plate stacked high with 
steaming fried rice, chicken fingers, and 
crab rangoon sounds like a good idea after 
a night of drinking downtown or in the 
Faneuil Hall area. A good idea, that is, 
until you’re lying face down on the sofa 
the next morning with soy sauce on your 
breath and a piece of lo mein stuck to 
your shirt. Regardless of the conse- 
quences, you know you’re going to chow 
after a big night, so you may as well do it 
right. Enter Moon Villa, a late-night Chi- 
nese restaurant just a short ride away in 
Chinatown. Moon Villa keeps its doors 
open until 4 a.m. and is a welcome finale 
spot for the postbar crowd. Saturday 
night/Sunday morning can be hectic for 
the kitchen, but a fairly fast-moving staff 
is up for dealing with the often-boisterous 


(read: loud and confused) crowd that 
descends after last call. So avoid getting 
ripped off by sausage vendors, save your 
bacon and eggs for brunch, and recap the 
highlights of a night on the town over tea 
and fortune cookies in the early hours of 
the morning. Who says Boston shuts 
down at 2 a.m.? 

Moon Villa, 15—19 Edinboro Street, 
Boston. (617) 423-2061. 


Best place to get 
a midnight cannoli 


It’s not much of a challenge to find 
authentic Italian food in the North End. 
Finding it in the hours between last call 
and the break of dawn, however, is another 
story. For those craving a taste of Italy 
while the world is sleeping, there’s 
Bova’s, an 85-year-old bakery that stays 
open ‘round the clock. Bread and sweet 
pastries are made fresh here daily, and 
during more reasonable hours you can get 
such standard hot fare as chicken parme- 
san and meatball subs. Bova’s may not 
have the neighborhood’s finest cuisine, but 
some of its nocturnal regulars are simply 
looking to sate more fundamental needs. 
As one twentysomething North Ender puts 
t: “It’s a good late-night stop for some 
bread to soak up the alcohol that’s ruining 
your system.” 

Bova’s Bakery, 76 Prince Street, Boston. 
(617) 523-5601. 


Best hangover 
hangout 


You wake up and feel fine . . . until you 
move. Then you wish you were dead. 
Mouth like the Sahara, head throbbing like 
Keith Moon’s kick drum, random phone 
numbers scrawled on your forearm — 
what you remember of last night is fun. 
Today appears to be much worse. And the 
only thing that can make you feel better is 
refueling at Kelly’s Diner in Ball Square. 
The portions are huge, the coffee is infi- 
nite, and the waitresses are just sassy 
enough to make you feel bad about having 
abused your liver. You’ll be further con- 
soled by the fact that everyone else seems 
to be in equally rough shape. 

“I was waiting tables last weekend and a 
lot of people were asking me for ice waters 
and ginger ales,” says Kelly’s manager Jay 
Holmes. “I never realized how many people 
come in for hangovers — gotta get their 
grease.” Holmes recommends corned-beef 
hash and dropped eggs, and it’ll cost you as 
much as that fifth Mind Eraser last night. 
Kelly’s has such rejuvenating qualities, you 
can start planning where to booze it up 
again tonight. 

Kelly’s Diner, 674 Broadway, 
Somerville. (617) 623-8102. 


We. Kis wWTOW 
1575 Washington st 
(617) 332-2583 





Brovrcind our NeW fall menu 


Wines of Italy Tasting 
November 22, 6 - 
Forty talian Wines paired with Fine regional Italian Cuisine 
Tickets $50 Presented by Baver Wine & Spirits 
id (oki Mere] | AoW HOR o NM olglr-X1-1ae) Tol itF 


105 WATER STREET * LIBERTY SQUARE 617.292.9966 


]Opm 





16 peterborough street 
liam-12am everyday www.canestaros.com 


BAUER WINE & SPIRITS 


more than just a slice 


CANESTARO’S 


the other end of peterborough 


boston 266-8997 





INE & SPIRITS 


GREAT SELECTION 
-Wine, Scotch, Rum, Tequilla 


- Microbrewed Beers 
KNOWLEDGABLE STAFF 
Let our experts help pair wines 


with food for intimate dinners 
or large gatherings. 


COMPETITIVE PRICES 
FREE DELIVERY 


330 Newbury Street 
Boston, MA ¢ 617-262-0363 





28 NOVEMBER 6, 1998 THE BEST SUPPLEMENT TO THE BOSTON PHOENIX 











Food & Drink 


In order to get to Cuba these days, you’ve 
either got to apply for a visa with the 
Department of Justice (good luck) or fly 
down to Mexico or the Bahamas and then 
hop another flight to the island nation. 
On your way back, you might end up 
having a pleasant little five-hour chat at 
the airport with those same folks at the 
Justice Department you ditched, who'll 
want to know everything you did, whom 
you spoke with, and how many American 
dollars you pumped into the communistic 
economy we’re trying so hard to strangu- 
late. Not much fun for food lovers. Lucki- 
ly for us, living in the Boston area means 
we can feast on the excellent Cuban 
pressed sandwiches at the Miami 
Restaurant, in Jamaica Plain, without 
having to deal with humorless govern- 
ment officials. Lavish as Fidel Castro’s 
beard, the sandwiches served at this 
always-bustling storefront are made from 
fresh rolls, piled high with a meat of your 
choice — roast pork and ham are the best 
— and regular sub toppings like cheese, 
lettuce, tomato, onions, and pickles, 
which are then put into a sandwich press 


(kind of like a waffle iron) until hot and 
crisp. Think tropical grinder. You may not 
be able to fit your mouth around the 
oversize bun housing your meal, so pick 
up a plastic machete if you’re taking it 
home. 

For those of you looking for an even 
heartier meal, gaze up at the bright-yellow 
menu boards and select one of the many 
Cuban entrées. There’s every kind of 
meat from steak and pork to fried chicken 
rinds, distinctly flavored (and much tasti- 
er than American-style comfort food) and 
served with rice and beans and fried plan- 
tains, a Caribbean specialty. If you get 
bored waiting for your food to arrive, 
immerse yourself in the histrionic world 
of one of the Latin American telenovelas 
(you know, soap operas) that run con- 
stantly on the TV set. The clientele is 
mostly Spanish-speaking, like the 
extremely friendly staff, but we’re pretty 
sure you won’t imagine you’re in Cuba, 
or even Miami, once you head back out- 
doors into the frigid New England air. 
Hey, if you’ve just pounded a few Guin- 
nesses at the Brendan Behan Pub across 
the street (see “Best TV Substitution,” 
page 25) and you want something besides 
a greasy slice of pizza to cap off your 
night, a side order of plantains and a 


sweet batido (ice, milk, and fruit shake) 
will set your stomach straight. iBuen 
provecho! 

Miami Restaurant, 381 Centre Street, 
Jamaica Plain. (617) 522-4644. 


You might never have the chance to visit 
war-torn Afghanistan, but you can sample 
some of its cuisine right here at the 
Helmand, in Cambridge. Afghanis have 
expertly hybridized Middle Eastern and 
Indian influences to mouthwatering effect, 
and at this eatery (actually a chain, with 
outposts in Chicago, San Francisco, and 
New York) you can taste the culinary 
crosshatching. Once you step inside the 
smallish, tile-floored restaurant, navigate 
your way to one of the tables with a host’s 
assistance (dress up, or else they'll stick 
you in a very glum-looking side room), 
get your hands on one of the menus, and 
have a little fun: close your eyes, try not to 
allow the deafening Afghan/Indian music 
or the chatter of people attempting to talk 
over it to destroy your concentration, and 
order blind by pointing when your wait- 


person arrives. If you’re lucky, you’ll end 
up getting the lamb dwopiaza, spiced ten- 
derloin smothered in a dal (split-pea) 
gravy. No matter what you get, though, 
you won’t be disappointed. If you’re a 
vegetarian, don’t leave before you’ve tried 
the succulent leek ravioli, kaddo (sweet 
baked pumpkin in a garlic-yogurt sauce), 
and banjan (pan-fried eggplant). 

Regardless of your meat-eating habits, 
take great pleasure in dipping your naan 
(oven-baked bread) into the condiments 
on the table: the cilantro-vinegar and 
chile-tomato sauces are our favorites, and 
they go well with just about anything you 
order. Afterward, reward yourself for 
making the trek to the lifeless, post-apoc- 
alyptic ghost town of Kendall Square by 
taking in a movie at the Kendall Square 
Cinema (see “Best Movie House,” Arts & 
Entertainment, page 34), just two min- 
utes away, or check out the next Jeff 
Buckley or Mary Lou Lord at the Kendall 
Café (see “Best Indie-Roots Café in an 
Office Park,” Arts & Entertainment, page 
5). With all those spices kicking up a 
firestorm in your gut, you may not feel so 
removed from Afghanistan after all. 

The Helmand, 143 First Street, 
Cambridge. (617) 492-4646. 


Budapest 


Hungary is a fascinating and beautiful 
country, but until a decade ago visiting 
there was difficult. Now that the Iron Cur- 
tain and airfares have fallen, however, 





rarer ser: 








something’s missing. Not the machine 
gun-toting border guards, necessarily, but 
the comforting sense of pathos and absur- 
dity, the one-for-all camaraderie born of 
too many rounds of Tokaji, and the sweet 
remove from the jaws of capitalism. But if 
you tiptoe into Copley Square’s Café 
Budapest, a 35-year-old five-star restau- 
rant, you might feel as if you’ve fallen 
through a rent in the space/time continu- 
um, landing not only in another era but in 
an alternate universe that’s elegant and 
ever-so-slightly strange. There might as 
well be a sign posted at the top of the 
staircase reading NOW LEAVING BOSTON. 
NEXT STOP, BUDAPEST CIRCA 1932. 

Café Budapest is renowned for its lav- 
ish menu, which features exquisite Hun- 
garian food, including chicken paprikash 
and beef stroganoff. As soon as you enter 
the café, especially if you look confused, 
every black-attired staff person in the 
restaurant will quietly but rapidly close in 
on you. Once you’re escorted to your 
destination — perhaps the café’s parlor, 
where a violin and piano duet perform 
every night except Monday — things get 
truly surreal. Bright-pink carpeting, soft 
lights, love seats, coffee tables, armchairs, 
and velvet curtains ring the often vacant 
bar, with its laconic attendant. On two 
separate visits we entered the lounge area 
to find all the staff sitting stock-still in the 
empty room; even the musicians stared 
straight ahead, as though primed for an 
American Gothic redux with violin and 
bow tie replacing pitchfork and overalls. 
After a few minutes of this disturbing 
motionlessness, the violinist suddenly 
jerked his instrument under chin, cued 
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the pianist, and launched into the theme 
from The Godfather. 

Not everything about the café lounge 
is quite this David Lynch, though. Or is 
it? Cautiously approaching the violinist, 
who looks like a cross between Walter 
Matthau and Martin Landau, and asking 
if he enjoys playing at the Budapest elicit- 
ed this solemn answer: “No one under- 
stands vut I do.” 

Café Budapest, 90 Exeter Street, 
Boston. (617) 266-1979. 


Tokyo 


Have you ever wondered where that 
Japanese housemate of yours disappears 
to on the weekends? Ever puzzled over 
the whereabouts of your Asian classmates 
around midday? Well, if they live in the 
Cambridge area, it’s a safe bet that they’re 
hiding out — or eating out or shopping 
— at the Porter Exchange. And it’s 
not because they have a, pardon the 
expression, yen for Mass Ave mini-malls; 
rather, they’re simply indulging in the 
pleasures of their homeland. For the 
Porter Exchange comes closer to a Little 
Tokyo or Japantown than anywhere else 
in the Boston area. 

There are just about a dozen Japanese 
stores tucked away in the Art Deco edifice 
(a former Sears), and the lineup is 
impressive and diverse. Tokai stocks 
Japanese pottery, three-paneled screens, 
and flatware; Kotobukiya is an expen- 
sive (and thus authentic) market proffer- 


ing everything from shrimp chips to 
make-it-yourself maguro; and Oriental 
Style House is a clothier to fit the Land 
of the Rising Sun. Then there’s the food. 
Café Mami Japanizes greasy wonders 
like the hamburger; Kotobukiya owns an 
offshoot sushi counter to give competitor 
Bluefin trouble; and Sapporo Ramen 
is a noodle shop. Displaying Japan’s 
worldier side, Masao’s Kitchen bills 
itself as macrobiotic vegetarian, the 
Japonaise Café bears French influ- 
ences in its stuffed-steamed-bun selec- 
tion, and To Go Express has just the 
sweet conclusion to a day in Little Tokyo: 
red-bean ice cream. 

Porter Exchange, 1798-A Mass Ave, 
Cambridge. (617) 864-9310. 
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Paris 


When legendary Chicago chef Jean Joho 
announced that he was opening a restau- 
rant in Boston, Francophone foodies 
flipped. Tivo Alsatian restaurants in 
Boston, when most cities don’t even have 
one? But rather than bring a version of 
his elegant Everest to Harvard Square to 
compete with Sandrine’s Bistro, Joho 
decided to open a branch of his more 
casual Brasserie Jo in the Colonnade 
Hotel. What separates Brasserie Jo 
from all the other French restaurants in 
town is that it’s true to type. In America, 
slapping bistro on the end of a restau- 
rant’s name is usually an excuse to dou- 











ble the price of everything on the menu. 
But that’s not how it is in France, where 
bistros are casual and inexpensive. 
Brasseries — the French equivalent of 
bars with food — are even more casual: 
cheap food, cheap regional wine, and beer 
are the order of the day. 

Kudos to Jo and Joho, then, for bring- 
ing the ambiance and food of a real 
French brasserie to Boston. Add the all- 
French wine list (especially strong in sim- 
ple, bargain-priced Alsatian wines) and 
Joho’s own brand of beer (Hopla, an all- 
purpose French word that means “there 
you go”), and there’s finally an accurately 
named French restaurant in town. One 
small nit: the service is much better than 
it would be in a real French brasserie. But 
we are in America, so. . . there you go. 

Brasserie Jo, 120 Huntington Avenue, 
in the Colonnade Hotel, Boston. (617) 
425-3240. 


Madrid 


You love Pedro Almodovar and fantasize 
about being in one of his lurid and free- 
wheeling films. You feel like Antonio Ban- 
deras (or at least, you have feelings for 
him). You dream of lace mantillas and the 
clatter of flamenco dancers’ heels. Well, if 
you are what you eat, you must be dining 
at Dali, where the vibrant tapas can bring 
any Spanish fantasy to life. The food 
(such as the sizzling shrimp in garlic and 


Continued on page 30 
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oil) provides sensate experiences for the 
palate, eye, and nose. And all the food is 
meant to be shared, which can be intimate 
(fingers meeting over a plate of asparagus) 
or raucous (tell them it’s a special event 
and then watch out). 

Mario Leon, co-owner with Tamara 
Bourso, had the foresight to envision a 
magical place in the midst of the pavement 
paradise that is Somerville: “Ten years ago, 
we saw that this could be a place that peo- 
ple would come to, to try what we wanted 
to do. They did come and they keep com- 
ing back.” Leon can’t name the food that 
lures them in (“My favorite item is the 
whole menu!” he swears), but he’s happy 
with the atmosphere that greets them, 
which he describes as typical Spanish with 
(Salvador) Dali—-esque touches. Flickering 
candlelight illumines copper ceilings and 
the occasional clothesline of brassieres, 
paying homage to both the surrealist and 
the moviemaker. Garlic, gazpacho, and lin- 
gerie — if Almod6var is ever going to dis- 
cover you, it'll be here. 

Dali, 415 Washington Street, 

Somerville. (617) 661-3254 
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If the air kiss had not existed before the 
advent of the Armani Café, the diners 
here would have invented it. How else to 
greet the friend-of-a-friend you met at M- 
80 last night without smudging your lip- 
stick, dropping your shopping bags, or tak- 
ing off your sunglasses? Indeed, if you’re 
going to meet fellow European jet-setters 
anywhere in Boston, it’s going to be here, 
where the glitterati take a load off between 
Rodier and the Harley-Davidson store, 
before moving on to the Mercury Bar and 
the club circuit. It’s a simple place, really: 
deck-style umbrella tables, green metal 
chairs, a fringe of shrubbery outside; sleek 
lines inside. But it’s simple in the way a 
beachfront café at Cannes is simple. That 
is, it effaces itself to throw the focus onto 
its esteemed customers, who know how to 
dress, flip their hair, and place an interna- 
tional call on their cell phones before you 
can say hija de puta. Of course, with the 
backdrop of three-button suits in the win- 
dow, the black-clad, often thick-accented 
wait staff, and the burble of romance lan- 
guages around you, the snob factor can be 
high. But that’s part of the appeal: to toss 
back a $9 glass of chardonnay among the 
Euros, distribute a round of air kisses, pick 
up your bags — and go home to watch 
The Simpsons like a good American. 

Armani Café, 214 Newbury Street, 
Boston. (617) 437-0909. 


Opened in 1882, Doyle’s Café, a sprawl- 
ing pub in Jamaica Plain, is one of the old- 
est in the city. Delicious food, décor burst- 
ing with Irish-American pride, and a 
friendly atmosphere make it a favorite 
among locals and visiting politicians. But 
for some, Doyle’s has also been the place 
to go for its single-malt Scotch selection, 
purported to be the largest in New Eng- 
land. Owner Ed Burke claims that Doyle’s 
sells more than 60 single-malts from all 
over Scotland — “and if we don’t have it, 
we'll try to get it.” He also takes pride in 
his pricing: “The same Scotch I charge $5 
for, the Ritz would get $25. Our most 
expensive sells for $18.95 a glass; the Ritz 
gets $80 to $100 for it.” Among the most 
commonly ordered: Macallan 25 (Ma- 
CAH-len), aged 25 years; Knockando 
(NOCK-en-doo, a corruption of the Gaelic 
“Cnoc an Dubh”); Laphroaig (La-FROIG, 
or preferably, the two-and-a-half-syllable 
La-FRO-eeg); and Balvenie (Ball-VINNY), 
a 15-year-old, 100-proof single-malt aged 


in traditional, handmade oak barrels (as 
opposed to the sherry casks imported from 
Portugal that many distilleries use). Scotch 
is an acquired taste, but Burke does not 
recommend chasing it with water: “First, 
you can’t catch it; second, you spoil the 
flavor.” He did, however, approve heartily 
of my own favorite chaser: a half-pint of 
Bass Ale. 

Doyle's Cafe, 3484 Washington Street, 
Jamaica Plain. (617) 524-2345. 
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San Francisco 


Boston may not be a “city without a bad 
angle,” as Alfred Hitchcock once said of 
San Francisco (think Government Center), 
but comparisons with the city by the bay 
aren't totally unwarranted. They’re both 
located on large bodies of water that one is 
hard-pressed to find. In both cities, drink- 
ing establishments close frightfully early, as 
does public transport. After 6 p.m. their 
downtowns, for the most part, are DOA, 
and they are both newly smoker-untriend- 
ly. So why, despite such flaws, are these 
cities both so crazily popular? Well, 
because of places like the Delux Café. 
Sitting (or, as is often the case, stand- 
ing) in this popular South End joint, you 
could imagine being at one of the many 
swingin’ dives in the Mission District in 
San Francisco: from the Batman mural to 
the Elvis shrine, from the illuminated 
Schlitz sign to the Lefty Frizzell and Ray 
Charles album covers, from the miniature 
Christmas tree on the bar to the ’50s car- f 
toons in the women’s bathroom, the Delux 
is the epitome of retro-chic without the 
preciousness that designation sometimes 
implies. Meaning that not all the patrons 
have Bettie Page haircuts and Dodge 
Darts, the bartenders are not on roller 
skates, and the food isn’t of the crusty- . 
burger-with-bread-and-butter-chips vari- ‘ 
ety. Au contraire, this grub (prepared in 
the smallest kitchen you have ever seen) is 
worthy of the props it’s gotten from food- 
ies in the know. The specials change daily 
and the entire menu turns over every six 
weeks, but some recent favorites (most 
under $10) have included tender salmon 
with ratatouille, spiral pasta with tomato- 
cream sauce and broccoli, and wild-mush- 
room quesadillas. Scarfing such delights 
inside the usually crammed, nearly win- 
dowless interior to the crooning tunes of 
Frank Sinatra, you might, for a moment, 
forget that the fog is not, in fact, rolling in 
over Twin Peaks outside. . . . 
Delux Café, 100 Chandler Street, 
Boston. (617) 338-5258. 





Venice 


Ernest Hemingway set much of Across q 
the River and into the Trees in — where 
else? — Harry’s Bar and the bar of the 
Gritti Palace Hotel. For a bit of the priceless 
atmosphere without the cost, head for 
Pignoli, where all you lack is the sound of 
the Grand Canal lapping outside. You may 
not be Ernest, but neither the bartenders 
nor your fellow patrons will notice if you 
order the Sassicaia grappa — based on one 
of the finest of the new Super Tuscan reds, 
it goes for $20 a glass and is worth every 
penny — and lose yourself in Hemingway’s 
unbearably romantic 1950 novel (the title 
refers to the last words spoken by Stonewall 
Jackson after he’d been accidentally shot by 
his own men at Chancellorsville) about 
American colonel Richard Cantwell and 
Venetian countess Renata. (There should 
have been a movie version with George C. 
Scott and Audrey Hepburn or Claudia Car- 
dinale.) You might get the same effect from 
the fine Coltibuono di Badia grappa (at just 
$10) or a Carpano punt e mes apéritif, but 
we make no guarantees. 

Pignoli, 91 Park Plaza, Boston. 
(617) 338-7500. i 
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Best new restaurant 


Sometimes the latest trends just happen 
to coincide with the oldest ones. At least 
that’s what seemed to be happening with 
our readers when they picked their 
favorite new eateries. Trout meuniére 
trumped tuna tartare, and lowbrow veg- 
gies one-upped highbrow meats. All the 
winning entries also boasted chef-own- 
ers, prices within reason, and an in-the- 
neighborhood kinda vibe — and made 
their home north of the Charles. 

So who won? For starters, Seth and 
Shari Woods created a Parisian bistro 
moderne, Aquitaine, on Tremont Street 
and grabbed an honorable mention for 
their efforts. But it was chef Tom Tenuta 
and manager Jim Hoben’s veggie-centric 
Cena that shared top honors with Truc, 
the. earthy Gallic vehicle of chef Corinna 
Mozo and manager/oenophile Karen 
Densmore. At Cena (Latin for “main 
meal of the day”), vegetables go from 
sidecar to star on a menu that is roughly 


70 percent meat-free. Then again, for 
every udon noodle bowl with seasonal 
veggies and seitan in miso broth, there’s 
a Moroccan-rubbed roast chicken with 
couscous and vegetable tagine. Over on 
Tremont Street, Truc looks to the French 
countryside for inspiration and finds it 
anew in an emerald-hued room that is, 
quite fittingly, not much bigger than a 
jewel box. 

Truc, 560 Tremont Street, Boston, 
(617) 338-8070; Cena, 14-A Westland 
Avenue, Boston, (617) 262-1485; 
Aquitaine, 569 Tremont Street, Boston, 
(617) 242-8577. 


Best Chinese 
restaurant 


Despite what seems like a Chinatown 
stranglehold on the genre, readers 
crowned two neighborhood joints in the 


hotly contested category of Chinese eats. 
Showing that old-time favorites never 
really go away, Chef Chang’s House, 
in Brookline, seized the crown south of 
the Charles. Although Mandarin- 
Szechuan food was largely an ’80s 
thang, Chef Chang’s predominantly pro- 
fessional fans have no qualms about 
cracking their wallets for moo-shi or 
even crispy whole cod, no matter what 
the state of the economy. North of the 
Charles, it was much the same story as 
Mary Chung, a Mandarin-Szechuan 
storefront (play it again, General Gau), 
showed that soup with pig’s feet is A- 
Okay in that funkytown known as Cen- 
tral Square. In fact, the encyclopedic 
menu lists more than 200 items, from 
Chinese crullers and seaweed salad to 
soybean milk and an astonishing array 
of soups. 

Mary Chung, 460 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge, (617) 864-1991; Chef 
Chang’s House, 1006 Beacon Street, 
Brookline, (617) 277-4226. 


Best Thai restaurant 


Sometimes a restaurant crops up in such 
an out-of-the-way place it makes one 
wonder why anyone would bother. But 
even in locations where a business seems 


Me 


AL AIRE LIBRE: Japeo’s outdoor patio is ideal for Newbury Street people-watching over a tasty snack (say, garlic chicken and tortilla espafiola) washed down with sangria. 


almost certainly doomed to fail, there are 
always exceptions. Located on a back 
street in the Fenway, the Brown Sugar 
Café has excelled at making classic Thai 
dishes, garnering enough attention not 
just to remain solvent (in a spot where at 
least two other restaurants have gone 
under), but to draw a herd of loyal cus- 
tomers who swear this is the best place in 
the city for standards like pad Thai. At 
this storefront, which is not much more 
than a room with large, sunny windows 
and a smattering of tables, the ambiance 
is friendly and casual, with a bare-bones 
décor that gives the place a light-dining, 
café feel. But don’t be misled. Once your 
rainbow-colored meals are presented, 
you'll quickly see why this unassuming 
restaurant is well worth the effort of find- 
ing it. Fisherman’s Madness, a menu 
favorite, is a hallucinogenic blend of 
shrimp, sea scallops, and squid, stir-fried 
with hot chili, onions, mushrooms, and 
Thai spices and herbs. If this is madness, 
who wants to be sane? 

What is so crucial to successful Thai 
cooking is the exquisite balance between 
seemingly incompatible flavors such as 
garlic and fruit, coconut and hot chili, 
sharp basil leaves and sweet spices; the 
trick is to blend them into a whirl of com- 
plex flavor where nothing predominates, 
unless it’s heat and you’ve asked for it. 
With that in mind, discriminating parti- 
sans of curries and coconut milk also 
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favor Thai Village, in the South End, a 
friendly, cozy establishment in the midst 
of restaurant row. In addition to the stan- 
dard rice and noodle plates, all heavy on 
crunchy vegetables, there are plenty of 
knockout appetizers to delight your 
tongue; in particular, tod mun goong 
(deep-fried shrimp patties) and golden 
sweet-potato fingers, which are laden with 
calories but scrumptious nonetheless. And 
it’s always hard to pass up those tangy 
skewers of chicken satay. 

Brown Sugar Café, 129 Jersey Street, 
Boston, (617) 266-2928; Thai Village, 
592 Tremont Street, Boston, (617) 
536-6548. 
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Best Vietnamese 
Pestaurant 


You might as well call it the Thai cuisine 
of the late 90s, because Vietnamese is 
hip and healthy and on the tip of every- 
one’s tongue. (“What are you in the 
mood for? Pho, perhaps?”) In many 
ways, Bostonians have one person to 
thank for that: Duyen Le, who seems 
to open restaurants as often as Fox 
cancels sitcoms. In spite of the chain’s 
clone-and-conquer expansion, his 

Pho Pasteur noodle shops have man- 
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aged to keep the quality high and to stay 
afloat in the ever-deepening pool of com- 
petitors south of the Charles. With 
entrées averaging under $10 and an out- 
post in practically every neighborhood, 
who’s arguing? Well, Pho République 
put up such a good fight that it actually 
beat out Le’s Cambridge location fo1 
bragging rights north of the Charles 
Blending ’50s French-colonial influence 
with traditional Vietnamese cuisine, chef 
Didi Emmons makes a mean pho to go 
with her crispy rice cakes, and sometimes 
even a bouillabaise. What would the folks 
in Hanoi think of that? 

Pho Pasteur, 137 Brighton Avenue, 
Allston, (617) 783-2340, and other 
locations; Pho République, 468 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge, (617) 576-2111. 


Best Korean 
restaurant 


Although Boston is hardly a bastion of 
this Asian cuisine, it is home to a few 
excellent Korean restaurants. North of 
the Charles, Phoenix readers selected 
Koreana as the place to go for spicy 
fish soups, bi bim bab, and teriyaki. Nes- 
tled on the corner of Prospect Street and 
Broadway across from a gas station, 
Koreana is divided into two main rooms: 
a spacious dining area and barbecue 
room, which easily accommodates the 
large parties of Korean regulars who fre- 
quent the place, and a sushi bar with 
more-intimate booths. For South End 
residents and those not overly concerned 
with the distinctions between Japan, 
Korea, Thailand, and California, there is 
also Jae’s Café & Grill, a pan-Asian 
eatery whose Cambridge incarnation was 
voted best Japanese restaurant. A fun 
atmosphere, a youthful crowd, and solid 
cooking make the Columbus Avenue 
location of this restaurant especially pop- 
ular. 

Koreana, 154 Prospect Street, 
Cambridge, (617) 576-8661; Jae’s Café 
& Grill, 520 Columbus Avenue, Boston, 
(617) 421-9405. 


Best Italian 
pestaurant 


Restaurants don’t get much more differ- 
ent than our two winners — neither of 
them north of the Charles — in the cate- 
gory for Italian grub. Pomodoro is one 
of the North End’s ever-glistening gems, 
an elbow-to-élbow room that barely 
squeezes in two dozen patrons. Presided 
over by charming owner Siobhan Carew, 
this little trattoria serves the type of mar- 
ket-fresh cuisine that screams “From the 
Boot.” Luckily for the public, they takes 
reservations, too — something with inor- 
dinate value when you’re heading to 
Hanover Street. Beyond being a right- 
eous destination for a casual hangout and 
chow session, it’s also not too bad for a 
romantic téte-a-téte; the only things 
missing are desserts and an in-house 
bathroom, so hold off on the vino. 

Vinny Testa’s, on other hand, is big 
and brash and brawny and (not surpris- 
ingly) located on Boylston Street. Even 
the menu is an in-your-face affair, with 
50-some items that come in portions only 
an offensive guard could put away in one 
sitting. But if the basics are what you 
want (Bolognese, marinara, alfredo), 
then there’s no place to get more of them 
— and maybe no place where more peo- 
ple get them — than Vinny Testa’s. 

Pomodoro, 319 Hanover Street, 
Boston, (617) 367-4348; Vinny Testa’s, 
867 Boylston Street, Boston, (617) 
262-6699, and 1700 Beacon Street, 
Brookline, (617) 277-3400. 
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Best Middle Eastern 
restaurant 


Most people know the Middle East as a 
first-class music venue. But this hipster 
hot spot was a restaurant before it was 
ever a rock club, and even now it does 
huge business in food sales. Nearly always 
packed at night, the Middle East also 
draws a steady lunch crowd with its 
reduced-price menu and tantalizing week- 
end brunches. Grilled tuna or salmon 
over rice pilaf with salad vinaigrette, 
beans, and a spicy hot sauce ($5.95) is 
only one of the many affordable 
lunchtime staples. Sure, you can order 
fresh, garlicky hummus or a dirt-cheap 
(and delicious) overstuffed falafel sand- 
wich to munch with your beer and ciga- 
rettes, but there are also opportunities to 
dine here on exquisite Lebanese cuisine: 
lamb kebabs, vegetarian couscous, fool 
mudamas, pumpkin kibby (made with 
pine nuts, cracked wheat, yogurt sauce, 
and spices), mujaddara, chicken or beef 
kofta, masaa (eggplant with caramelized 
onions), and even 12-ounce steaks appear 
on the extensive menu. 

At Café Jaffa, in Back Bay, the 
ambiance is more akin to a SoHo bistro 
than an Arabic coffeehouse. High ceilings, 
hardwood floors, and lots of space give 
this establishment a low-key vibe that is 
well suited to its simple but savory Middle 
Eastern fare. In contrast to so many other 
restaurants serving falafel around town, 
Café Jaffa manages to get just the right 
mix of mashed chick peas and spices, 
avoiding the pitfalls of blandness and 
undercooking that too often corrupt this 
deceptively simple dish. Well-seasoned 
chicken or lamb shish kebab and lemony, 
bulgur-heavy tabouleh are also standouts 
here. The restaurant and its wait staff are 
resolutely chic but not overly self-con- 
scious, making this an ideal luncheonette 
for those seeking a reprieve from the pre- 
tenses — and prices — dominating near- 
by Newbury Street. 

Middle East Restaurant, 472 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge, (617) 492-1886; Café Jaffa, 
48 Gloucester Street, Boston, (617) 
536-0230. 


Best Japanese/sushi 
restaurant 


It was a finfight in the raw-fish category, 
but our readers finally selected two old 
salts from an ocean of contestants for best 
Japanese restaurant. Fittingly, they reside 
at opposite poles in terms of tradition. Not 
exclusively a Japanese restaurant since it 





offers excellent Korean (bi bim bap) and 
Thai (pad Thai) dishes along with pan- 
Asian food (curries, mix-and-match noo- 
dles), Jae’s Café scores high marks for 
its efforts to convert the masses into sleek, 
chic urbanites. From the moment you 
walk into the low-lit interior of the 

rant’s Inman Square location, it’s 

to feel like an instant convert: dark fl 

iron tables lit by votive candles, magnifi 
cent fish undulating in the giant tank in 
the center of the room, the cool conversa 
tion of Cantabrigians; qualities that evoke 
a Blade Runner soundstage more than a 
Japanese restaurant. Oh yeah, and its 
extensive sushi/sashimi menu, though 
pricey, is top-notch. 

At the other end of the spectrum is 
Ginza, where tradition is something of 
an art form. The dining-room interior is 
fashioned after a traditional Japanese 
house, the kimono-wearing servers are 
polite and efficient, and the sushi chefs 
are almost martial in their knife-wielding 
duties. One oddity on the otherwise 
straightforward menu is the “Ginza sur- 
prise” platter, which is made of the fresh- 
est and strangest sushi the chef can cob- 
ble together. No Japanese meal is com- 
plete without the requisite carafe of sake; 
choose from 20 brands, hot or cold. 
Order the Ginza Special Luncheon 
Combo for $9.35 on a break from work 
and you will soon be feasting on udon or 
soba with mixed-vegetable tempura; salad 
with a tahini dressing; and eight (albeit 
small) pieces of nigiri tuna, salmon, 
shrimp, whitefish, or mackerel. 

Jae’s Café, 1281 Cambridge Street, 
Cambridge, (617) 497-8380 (see “Best 
DIY Aphrodisiac”); 212 Stuart Street, 
Boston, (617) 451-7788 (grills at the 
tables); 520 Columbus Avenue, Boston, 
(617) 421-9405 (just renovated); Ginza, 
1002 Beacon Street, Brookline, (617) 
566-9688; 16 Hudson Street, Boston, 
(617) 338-2261. 


Best Indian 
restaurant 


Whereas finding a decent Persian, 
Afghani, or Moroccan bite is getting easier 
these days, coming across an Indian joint 
that’s worth its curry is an increasingly 
tougher task. Somewhere along the way, 
when mourgh challow began to replace 
malai kofta, the art of Indian cooking 
managed to get lost in the ever-building 
ethnic heap. Our readers found two places 
to fawn over, though, and neither is hard 
to reach. Bombay Club, in Harvard 
Square, may look like a glass box, but vot- 
ers no doubt thought of it as an away- 
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from-the-bustle oasis, with its precious pink 
lamps, soft lighting, and courteous servers. 
Samosas, anything tandoori, and savory 
breads — in essence, the usual suspects — 
are all safe bets. 

Kashmir, on Newbury Street, does 
things differently, with rolled pillows and 
creamy walls as a backdrop. Special, prix- 
fixe dinners are a nice introduction for 
Indian-food newbies, while the mixed grills 
and appetizer samplers are made for shar- 
ing. One nice surprise about this Back Bay 
stalwart is its portions: they’re impressively 
large. 

Bombay Club, 57 JFK Street, 
Cambridge, (617) 661-8100; Kashmir, 
279 Newbury Street, Boston, (617) 
536-1695. 


Best Mexican 
pestaurant 


Mexican food is very much a food of the 
people, which in states that are close to the 
source translates into streetside taco 
stands, itsy-bitsy storefronts, and small 
huts in parking lots. It also means carne 
asada, handmade tacos that change peo- 
ple’s lives, and dirt-cheap prices. Not so in 
Boston, where Tex-Mex often gets con- 
fused with the Real Stuff, margaritas are as 
important as mole, and basic quesadillas 
can reach double-digit prices. That, how- 
ever, didn’t deter readers from choosing 
the Border Café, in Cambridge, as one 
of their two favorite Mexican mealtime 
destinations. Apparently, a half-hour wait 
(and that’s on a slow weekday night), mar- 
garitas with a kick, and a crowd with lots 
of hollerin’ in it does a good Mexican joint 
make. If that weren’t the case, then the 
Border Café (which is equal parts Cajun, 
Caribbean, and Mexican) probably 
wouldn’t be so crowded. 

In contrast to its raucous counterpart, 
the other favorite, Beacon Street’s Sol 
Azteca, may not be the clear choice of 
college freshmen, but it does have a more 
traditional menu that champions chiles rel- 
lenos over chiquitas, and beer in a glass 


over beer in a bucket. 

Border Café, 32 Church Street, 
Cambridge, (617) 864-6100; Sol Azteca, 
914 Beacon Street, Boston, (617) 
262-0909; also on 75 Union Street, 
Newton Centre, (617) 964-0920. 
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Best Spanish/tapas 
pestaurant 


Okay, the term authentic does get thrown 
around a lot in the context of food, but we 
mean it when we say that Dall is the real 
deal. When you dine here for the first time, 
expect to feel oddly distant from where you 
actually are — Somerville. Nothing in the 
Boston area approaches the level of dedica- 
tion to Spanish tradition, fare, and 
ambiance found at this indoor bacchana- 
lian grove on Washington Street. An ele- 
gant, almost otherworldly décor in the 
dimly lit bar area cocoons the lucky few 
seated there with plates of classic Spanish 
tapas and glasses of fine wine, while others 
wait (sometimes for an hour and a half) 
for a seat at one of the tables in back. But 
it’s worth it, as our readers will tell you: 
octopus vinaigrette, boquerones (anchovy 
fillets), roast duckling with berry sauce, 
and lobster/crabmeat ravioli are some of 
the more than 20 (hot and cold) tapas on 
the menu. After you polish those off, don’t 
forget to eat dinner. A recipe émigré from 
Cadiz, pescado a la sal — a big slab of 
fresh fish cooked in coarse sea salt — is 
the specialty at Dali, but also outstanding 
is the piedra (literally, “stone”). A special 
stone cut from a quarry in the Canary 
Islands is superheated in an oven and then 
brought to your table so you can grill a 
variety of meats, seafood, and vegetables 
on the piping-hot rock, which is first coat- 
ed with extra-virgin olive oil and rubbed 
with fresh rosemary by your waitperson. 
Sangria, sherry, an extensive wine list, and 
port are all available from the bar. 

Readers who frequent Boston more than 
Somerville can find the same restaurant 
with a different name — Tapeo — in a 
different world known as Newbury Street. 
In contrast to the low-lit but definitely fes- 





tive chambers at Dali, which are most suit- 


able for a late-night fete (birthdays, com- 
plete with singing wait staff, are a hoot), 
Tapeo offers the outdoor seating that’s per- 
fect for warm-weather people-watching. 
Dali Restaurant and Tapas Bar, 
415 Washington Street, Somerville, (617) 
661-3254; Tapeo Restaurant and Tapas 
Bar, 268 Newbury Street, Boston, (617) 
267-4799. 


Best African 
pestaurant 


Maybe it’s the 10-year-old who still does- 
n’t want to listen to Mom coming out in 
our readers, but they sure do like to eat 
with their hands. We’re talking about 
Ethiopian dining, of course, and when 
south of the Charles, that means Addis 
Red Sea. Exotic only begins to describe 
both the atmosphere and the experience at 
this veteran South End establishment, 
where many an Ethiopian-cuisine virgin 
has given in to the lures of yebeg wot 





(lamb stew), the hands-on delight of injera 
(a spongy flatbread used to scoop up 
food), the mellifluous satisfaction of honey 
wine (honey and hops), and the after-din- 
ner ecstasy of harrar (cardamom-flavored 
coffee, and rich as hell ). 

If not at Addis Red Sea, then surely our 
readers let their senses get the better of 
them at Asmara, in Cambridge. Though 
less famous than its across-the-river food- 
mate, Asmara still garnered plenty of votes 
for its wicker-tabled atmosphere and stew- 
heavy menu. Hey, when in Addis Ababa . . . 

Asmara, 739 Mass Ave, Cambridge, 
(617) 864-7447; Addis Red Sea, 

544 Tremont Street, Boston, (617) 
426-9727. 


Best vegetarian 
restaurant 


Vegetarians are finicky people. Most who 
are serious about eliminating dead animals 
from their diet avoid not only meat, but 
anything derived from it — soup based on 
chicken or beef stock, for instance, or 
breath mints made with gelatin. Some of 
the most die-hard won’t eat food prepared 
with utensils that have recently been cont- 
aminated by carrion, and still others for- 
sake dairy products (butter, cheese, milk), 
thus leading rather high-maintenance 
“vegan” lifestyles. Thankfully, for vegetari- 
ans of all stripes there is Buddha’s 
Delight, an entirely vegetarian restaurant 
that specializes in creating faux meat out 
of seitan, tofu, and wheat gluten (all sur- 
prisingly resilient and adaptive to spices 
and flavoring). Brown-rice and noodle 
dishes (fried or stir-fried) are typically 
loaded with vegetables, but most come 
with one of the pork, chicken, beef, or 
shrimp substitutes, which taste remarkably 
like, er . . . meat. And judging from the 
numbers of devotees flocking to both the 
original Chinatown storefront and the 
newer location in Brookline, this vegetari- 
an oasis is enlightening more than herbi- 
vores these days. 

At the Five Seasons, in Brookline, 
recently transplanted from Jamaica Plain in 
order to satisfy an ever-increasing clientele, 
we have a somewhat looser interpretation 
of “vegetarian.” Originally a macrobiotic 
restaurant that shunned dairy products 
altogether, in recent years it has added a 
(free-range) chicken plate and a few 
seafood entrées, such as blackened bluefish. 
Having said that, there are plenty of all- 
vegetable meals available: baked stuffed 
acorn squash (yes, it’s organic; need you 
ask?) is a pleasing winter warmer, 
Szechuan tofu is spicy but balanced by a 
garden of crisp vegetables, and good ol’ 
brown rice just makes you comfortable with 
the idea of twisting yourself into a difficult 
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yoga position. Want a drink? Sidle up to 
the juice bar and nurse a fruit concoction, 
or pull up to the real bar and order a glass 
of organic wine or beer. Nearly everything 
here is healthy — and the bonus is that 
once the check arrives your heart won’t do 
that little flutter and dance. 

Buddha’s Delight Vegetarian Restaurant, 
5 Beach Street, Boston, (617) 451-2395; 
Buddha’s Delight Too Vegetarian 
Restaurant, 404 Harvard Street, Brookline, 
(617) 739-8830; Five Seasons, 
1634 Beacon Street, Brookline, (617) 
731-2500. 


Best seafood 
restaurant 


It’s no wonder that Red Lobster, despite its 
claim to satisfy the seafood lover in you, 
has never really made much of a splash in 
Boston — in fact, it’s never dared to open 
a franchise within city limits. Flush with 
options for dining on fresh seafood, 
Phoenix readers migrate in hungry schools 
to the comforting environs of Legal 
Seafoods, a local enterprise that has long 
enjoyed a reputation for serving the clean- 
est, highest-quality fish and shellfish on the 
East Coast. With more than a dozen vari- 
eties of freshwater and saltwater fish on the 
menu, Legal bakes, broils, steams, fries, 
grills, or poaches your very recently 
deceased selection to bring out the fishy 
flavors our coastline culture relishes. 
They’ve even perfected the Cajun style of 
cooking, once considered the sole (ahem!) 
province of New Orleans chefs, and will 
sear any fish you like in a blaze of Southern 
spices. Definitely legal (there’s a full-scale 
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laboratory at the restaurant that scrutinizes 
all the sea critters for bacteria before they 
go into a pot or the oven), it can always be 
counted on to produce hot, succulent 
entrées. 

Also angling for most-favored status on 
the readers’ poll is Skipjack’s, a great 
place to get your omega-3 fix. Now in 
business for 12 years, this relaxing restau- 
rant is the kind of place where average Joes 
go to feast on shellfish and catch NFL and 
NBA games. Brazilian tilapia and mahi 
mahi from Hawaii are on the menu, along 
with about 10 other types of fish, and 
many of these are available in heart-healthy 
dishes, like grilled swordfish on roasted- 
pepper salad. Skipjack’s puts out a hearty 
brunch on Sundays, featuring such choices 
as smoked salmon, fettucini crabmeat 
alfredo, and ginger-marinated fresh fruit, 
as well as free live jazz by house band the 
Winnikers. 

Legal Seafoods, 43 Boylston Street, 
Brookline, (617) 277-7300; 

100 Huntington Avenue, Boston, (617) 
266-7775; 5 Cambridge Center, 
Cambridge, (617) 864-3400; 35 Columbus 
Avenue, Boston, (617) 426-4444; 

800 Boylston Street, Boston, (617) 
266-6800; Skipjack’s, 199 Clarendon 
Street, Boston, (617) 536-3500; 

2 Brookline Place, Brookline, (617) 
232-8887. 


Best outdoor 
restaurant 


You might have a hard time finding the 
water if you've just moved to Boston, but 
once you do, you'll soon discover an even 
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more difficult task: finding a decent restau- 
rant on the waterfront. Over by Fort Point 
Channel, tucked into a building that once 
housed an outdoor fish market, is the 
Barking Crab, a wonderfully eccentric 
seafood restaurant where alfresco dining is 
a must. Grab a seat under the big yellow 
canopy tent, look out from Fish Pier over 
the water, and order an ale to go with your 
Lonely Crab (a giant Dungeness with dip- 
ping butter) or piping-hot cup of New 
England clam chowder. If the fall wind is a 
bit chill for your dinner date, move into the 
red-and-green wooden structure that looks 
as old and weathered as a sailor’s face, 
cozy up to one of the stuffed chairs near 
the stove, and take a gander at all the 
funky decorations: life preservers, buoys, 
old flags, and lobster traps give this place a 
Wellfleet kind of feel. 

Landlubbers can go to a variety of 
places in town if they want to batten down 
for high winds and fend off bold, over- 
weight sparrows while enjoying a meal, but 
our readers prefer Joe’s American Bar 
& Grill, in the Back Bay. The restaurant 
serves everything from barbecue to Mexi- 
can food, steak to seafood, and plenty of 
bar-food appetizers, and the enclosed patio 
is a popular place on a sunny day. Nothing 
special in itself — iron patio furniture, 
some shrubs — it’s a mecca of garrulous 
conversation whose overall vibe is positive- 
ly Cheers-like. People come here with 
friends or family members to socialize, not 
to have serious talks or intimate chats. 
This establishment tries hard to project a 
good-time, all-American feel with its sou- 
venirs, wood-paneled bar, and generally 
affable attitude toward service, succeeding 
where other franchises, like TGI Friday’s, 
have somehow failed. 

Barking Crab, 88 Sleeper Street, Boston, 
(617) 426-2722; Joe’s American Bar & 


Grill, 279 Dartmouth Street, Boston, 
(617) 536-4200. 


Best late-night 
restaurant 


It’s late, you’re rather toasted, and your 
stomach is directing you to the nearest pit 
stop for some after-hours fueling. But this 
is Boston, and every food trough in your 
neighborhood, except Store 24 and the 
next-door apartment building’s dumpster, 
is closed. Where do you go? Obviously, the 
Deli-Haus in Kenmore Square, which 
serves up classic diner chow like French 
fries, club sandwiches, breakfast foods, 
mashed potatoes with gravy, and salads to 
BU students, clubgoers, and anyone else in 
search of a late-night eggs-and-sausage fix. 
The Deli-Haus doors are open until 

3 a.m., which is probably the real reason 
this subterranean eatery is as much a 
favorite with the Avalon crowd as with the 
coffee-pounding, chain-smoking die-hards 
at the counter. 

If you’re on the other side of the river, 
having just seen your favorite band at the 
Middle East or flogged your dance-floor 
partner at ManRay, and you’re craving 
something more than the standard slice of 
greasy, guaranteed-to-make-you-retch 
pizza, you can always head to the infamous 
Dolly’s Late Night Restaurant in 
Davis Square, which is open from 11 p.m. 


. till 7 a.m. You may have to wait in line on 


a weekend night (or morning, that is), but 
once you find a seat at the funky art-deco 
counter or one of the cramped tables in 
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this teensy place, you can be sure that your 
drunken palate will be sated with bland- 
but-filling grilled cheese sandwiches or 
fried eggs. At times the low lights and 
soporific customers give the place a 
dreamy vibe that makes one feel like the 
loner in Edward Hopper’s Nighthawks: so 
real it’s surreal, but in a city where life 
seems to end at | a.m., this is place a 
dream come true. 

Deli-Haus, 476 Comm Ave, Boston, 
(617) 247-9712; Dolly’s Late Night 
Restaurant, 382 Highland Avenue, 
Somerville, (617) 628-0888 
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Best restaurant 
wine list 


There are as many types of wine lists as 
there are grape varieties. Which is to say 
that just because a tony steak house may 
present you with a leather-bound tome 
that’s a virtual treasure chest of expense- 
accounters’ beloved Bordeaux, or just 
because a four-star palace may have a rare 
bottle of Domaine Leroy, it doesn’t mean 
their list is any better than the 30-bottle 
one at the bistro down the block. In the 
world of wine, a list’s personality must be 
matched by purpose, and quality has noth- 
ing to do with quantity. Such is the case 
for both restaurants our readers pegged for 
exemplary stockpiles of vino. While both 
Truc and the Vault are dedicated to the 
sickeningly happy and enduring marriage 
of food and wine, they are night and day 
when it comes to style and execution. 

The Vault is a downtown wine bar and 
restaurant co-owned by the proprietor of 
Bauer Wines, its program overseen by 
sommelier Steve Hewins. It offers 150 
bottles, 20 wines by the glass, and tasting 
flights of different varietals. Though the 
list is primarily French and Californian, it 
has everything from Spanish rosé to Ger- 
man Rieslings to a Rhode Island vidal 
blanc. Truc, a pint-size South End bistro, 
has no special wine angle but is just as 
unerring in its goals: melding Corrina 
Mozo’s blast-from-the-past French fare 
with Karen Densmore’s thoughtful collec- 
tion of French wines. Truc’s list has fewer 
bottles, but it is as big as it ever needs to 
be. The moderately priced selection ranges 
from premier cru Burgundies to fruity 
Brouilly to half-bottles of flinty Loire 
whites. Truc or the Vault, night or day, 
fish or meat, white or red — if you take 
our readers’ word, your glass will always 
be full. 

The Vault, 105 Water Street, Boston, 
(617) 292-9966; Truc, 560 Tremont Street, 
Boston, (617) 338-8070. 


Best splurge 
restaurant 


Stock market, schmarket. The urge to 
splurge can strike no matter what the eco- 
nomic forecast, and when it does, people 
are usually pretty clear about where they 
want to dine: nobody does deluxe any bet- 
ter than Aujourd’hui, say Phoenix read- 
ers of the flagship restaurant at Boston’s 
Four Seasons Hotel. Sure, you could wear 
jeans to this place if you wanted to (the 
rock stars do), but you probably wouldn’t 
feel too comfortable in an old-school, four- 
star, buttoned-up Continental dining room 
like this one. But if you want impeccably 
prepared, artfully presented New American 
cuisine, as in spiced foie gras with pineap- 
ple compote, glazed fig, and honey-anise 
jus, or soufflés that legends are made of, 
put yourself in the hands of chef Ed Gan- 
non. 

If you’re dining north of the Charles, 
the place to go is Olives. You might have 


EAT, DRINK BUD, and be merry at Tim’s, 





to wait an hour or two for a table (reserva- 
tions accepted for parties of six or more 
only), but when you do sit down, in a 
room that can be deafeningly loud, you'll 
get over-the-top portions of over-the-top 
food (black-truffle flan, anyone?) from the 
kitchen of Todd English, one of Boston’s 
original star chefs. Or you could stop by 
our honorable mention, Top of the Hub, 
and devour the 52-story view along with 
Dean Moore’s classy fare. 

Aujourd’hui, Four Seasons Hotel, 
200 Boylston Street, (617) 338-4400; 
Olives, 10 City Square, Charlestown, (617) 
242-1999; Top of the Hub, 800 Boylston’ 
Street, Boston, (617) 536-1775. 


Best cheap restaurant 


Foie gras may be the end-all when excess 
is the word, but when people are just plain 
hungry, they want the basics, and they 
want ’em cheap — at the kind of place 
where white tablecloths are replaced by 
white T-shirts, restraint means not order- 
ing bacon on a cheeseburger, and drinks 
come with refills, not vintages. To our 
readers, this means Cambridge 
Common and the Pour House, our 
north- and south-of-the-Charles winners, 
respectively. Each offers a bewildering 
assortment of chilis, burgers, chicken 
breasts, chowders, and more. When people 
are hungry and frugal but don’t want 
remain the former, this where they go. An 


where dinner doesn’t cost a fortune. 


honorable mention goes to Tim’s Bar & 
Grill, a South End watering-hole-in-the- 
wall made justly famous by behemoth 
burgers, kebabs, and steak tips. 

Cambridge Common, 1667 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge, (617) 547-1228; Pour House, 
909 Boylston Street, Boston, (617) 
236-1767; Tim’s Bar & Grill, 329 
Columbus Avenue, Boston, (617) 
437-6898. 


Best service 
in a restaurant 


Mistral has a drop-dead design scheme 
that depends as much on Provengal charm 
as it does on Calvin Klein cool; it has a 
crowd that is runway-worthy; and it has a 
talented chef in Jamie Mammano. learus 
isn’t much different in its high-end ameni- 
ties, with oak and brass detailing, a statue 
of its mythological namesake, and copious 
quantities of fresh flowers. Icarus also has 
chief whisk Chris Douglass, whose attach- 
ment to fresh produce and clean flavors is 
reflected in his New American cuisine. But, 
according to our readers, neither of these 
places would be quite the same without its 
do-no-wrong service. Whether scooping 
crumbs from tables, tiptoeing by and refill- 
ing a wine glass; happily deconstructing 
menu items (“Tapenade is . . .”), or deliv- 
ering a $38 rack of lamb from oven to 
table perfectly a point, the wait staff at 








these two restaurants is as crackerjack as 
they come. 

Mistral, 22 Columbus Avenue, Boston, 
(617) 867-9300; Icarus, 3 Appleton Street, 
Boston, (617) 426-1790. 


Best brunch 


Brunch is a lot of things to a lot of people 
in a lot of places. It’s a reflection of neigh- 
borhood and personality, lifestyle and pace. 
At Appetito, our south-of-the-Charles 
winner, it’s a bountiful and beautiful take- 
what-you-want buffet, plus a mimosa, for 
$18.95. This rather chic spot is gay, 
straight, and all points in between, and very 
South End. Henrietta’s Table, the 
north-of-the-Charles brunch to beat, is — 
you guessed it — another story. Serving 
Charles Hotel guests and academics alike, 
the ever-changing buffet depends both on 
produce availability and on chef Peter Davis 
— or, more accurately, on how his creative 
juices are flowing. Besides standards like a 
raw bar, paté, omelets made to order, eggs 
Benedict, and a dozen or so desserts, there 
are five entrées on the overflowing serving 
tables. In Cambridge’s Inman Square, 
where our honorable mention, S&S Deli, 
has been ham-and-egging it up since 1949, 
it’s homestyle omelets and pancakes on the 
plates of families and die-hard regulars. 

Appetito, 1 Appleton Street, Boston, 
(617) 338-6777; Henrietta’s Table, 1 
Bennett Street, Cambridge; (617) 
661-5005; S&S Deli, 1334 Cambridge 
Street, Cambridge, (617) 354-0777. 


Best brewpuh 


In the Fenway, beer takes two forms: suds 
(for bleacher creatures at Sox games) and 
brews (for hip urbanites). Boston Beer 
Works is about the latter, serving up only 
the finest brews, all made on the premises. 
Staffers here are proud of the medals their 
beer has won, but they’ve sort of lost track 
of just how many they’ve accumulated. All 
the brews have local names, such as Back 
Bay IPA and Curley’s Stout. Not to be out- 
done, the North East Brewing 


Continued on page 38 
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Company gives its concoctions monikers 
like Trappist Monkey Abbey Ale, the 
humor of which should not distract 
drinkers from the quality of the award- 
winning brews. In Harvard Square, 
upscale thirtysomethings flock to Brew 
Moon as though it were Shangri-La. 
Beneath 60-foot-high ceilings, they toast 
each other with Munich Gold and Toasted 
Head IPA. There’s usually a cask offering 
— currently it’s Cask Stout — and the 
food (billed as contemporary cuisine) is 
not just an afterthought. The staff is big on 
service, so it feels more like a decent 
restaurant than a bar — until you sip one 
of the beers. You might say the proof is in 
the porter. 

Boston Beer Works, 61 Brookline 
Avenue, Boston, (617) 536-2337; North 
East Brewing Company, 1314 Comm Ave, 
Brighton, (617) 566-6699; Brew Moon, 50 
Church Street, Cambridge, (617) 
499-2739; call for other locations. 


Best local heer 


For ale lovers who tire of explaining why 
the watery gnat’s piss that passes for beer 
in this country is inferior to English-style 
brews, Tremont Ale is a revelation. 
Named for a little-known fact about 
Boston history (because of its three hills, 
the city was originally called Trimountaine 
by John Winthrop), this reddish-brown, 
malty pale ale is the finest offering of 
Charlestown’s Atlantic Coast Brewing 
Company, which has been diligently con- 
cocting some of the finest English-style 
ales outside of Britain since 1993. Blended 
from British barley malt, Atlantic’s own 
Yorkshire ale yeast, and a variety of hops, 
Tremont Ale is delicious on its own or with 
any type of food you might think to pair it 
with. 

On the other side of town, at the 
Mass Bay Brewing Company, the specialty 
beer drinker can find yet another excuse 
to chastise those dullards whose taste 
buds steer them toward tastelessness: 
Harpoon. Since 1988, when it became 
the first brewery to manufacture beer in 
Boston in 25 years, the company has con- 
vinced many industry honchos and regular 
beer swillers that its ale and India pale ale 
are the finest beers made in America. 
Copper-toned and malty without the heav- 
iness of an English ale, the IPA is resolute- 
ly hoppy, earning it many fans and acco- 
lades over the years. Harpoon Ale, the 
MBBC’s flagship brew, is golden and 
almost fruity at first sip; the popularity of 
this particular beer (the MBBC also brews 
German-style dark malts, pilsners, a low- 
calorie ale, and seasonals such as bock, 
ESB, and its famed Octoberfest and Win- 
ter Warmer) is evidenced by its ubiquity 
across New England. It is the type of beer 
that is just as appropriate for Monday- 


, 








GO MAD FOR COW: Mr. and Mrs. Bartley’s burgers will blow your mind. 


night football as it is for an art-gallery 
opening. ’Nuff said. 

Tremont Ale, Atlantic Coast Brewing 
Company, 50 Terminal Street, Charlestown, 
(617) 242-6464; Harpoon, Mass Bay 


* Brewing Company, 306 Northern Avenue, 


Boston, (617) 574-9551. 


There’s pizza, and then there’s real pizza. If 
it’s daytime, the difference is in your prefer- 
ence for Greek or Italian crust, whether 
you’re the kind of person who likes arti- 
chokes and broccoli on your pie or just big 
hunks of gristly sausage, and the amount of 
money you believe it is prudent to spend on 
what is essentially a poor substitute for 
nutrition. If it’s nighttime or early morning, 
and especially if you’ve had a few, there’s 
no difference at all. For hard-core pizza 
lovers who like a thin, elegant crust and 
very little fuss at any hour of the day, 
Pizzeria Regina is a gut-filling pit stop. 
The original location in the North End was 
practically Boston royalty, once reputed to 
have the best pizza in town — required din- 
ing for any visitor. Now that there are satel- 
lite stores opening in outlying areas, that 
tradition is finally reaching the suburbs. 

Slightly more upscale and easily 
serviceable for the corporate lunch, 
Bertucci’s spearheaded the brick-oven 
style of pizza making in these parts. Firing 
up its pies in the traditional Neapolitan 
manner, this pizzeria adds a lot of specialty 
items to create entire meals from this sim- 
ple dough-and-cheese recipe. Ingredients 
range from eggplant, chicken, prosciutto, 
and clams to roasted peppers, white wine, 
lemon, and romano cheese. And if pizza 
isn’t exactly your thing, there are zesty 
sandwiches to sate your appetite for Italian 
herbs and doughy bread. 

Pizzeria Regina, 11'/2 Thacher Street, 
Boston, (617) 227-0765; 1 Faneuil Hall 
Marketplace, Boston, (617) 742-1713; 
Burlington Food Court, Burlington, (781) 
270-4212; Bertucci’s, 43 Stanhope Street, 
Boston, (617) 247-6161; Faneuil Hall, 
Boston, (617) 227-7889; call for other 
locations in Cambridge, Somerville, and 
West Roxbury. 


@eeeeeeeeeeeoeseeeeeeeoeeeeeeeeeeeesed 


Best burger 


More hamburgers are consumed in Ameri- 
ca each day than almost any other food, so 
finding out where people most like to eat 
them is quite an important task. Proving 
that a badass burger depends as much on 
expertise as it does on skill, our readers 
picked winners with decades of experience 
between them. Honorable-mention 
Christopher's aside, they also picked 
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pint-size, low-key neighborhood hangouts 
as their favorite temples of the patty 
Mr. and Mrs. Bartley’s Burger Cot- 
tage, in Cambridge, has been a ground- 
beet fixture for years, and not that much 
has changed. The shakes are still thick, the 
room cluttered, and the burgers juicy and 
available in enough varieties to blow even a 
Harvard student’s mind. South of the river, 
Tim’s Bar & Griil is cut from the same 
kind of grease-dappled cloth. This Colum- 
bus Avenue stalwart is the burgermeister of 
the South End: a no-frills, Bud-on-tap bar 
where $4 gets you up to 12 ounces of 
unadulterated beef. The secret, says chef 
and owner Frank Nocito, is in the meat; 
Tim’s has been getting it from the same 
purveyor since Carter was president. 
Christopher's, 1920 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge, (617) 876-9180; Mr. and Mrs. 
Bartley’s Burger Cottage, 1246 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge, (617) 354-6559; Tim’s Bar & 
Grill, 329 Columbus Avenue, Boston, (617) 
437-6898. 
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Best burrito 


Making a burrito is not rocket science. You 
take some rice and beans, place them on a 

arm tortilla, add things like cheese, salsa, 
and jalapenos, and fold it all into a bulging 
blob. But there are vast differences in the 
ways-people interpret this simple formula. 
At the Purple Cactus Burrito Bar, in 
Cambridge, the burritos are made to order 
with whatever seems good: black beans, 
veggies, or chicken. Hefty, California-style 
giants, these are straight-ahead, no-fuss 
hunger suppressants. Get some guacamole 
to go on the side (or, rather, the inside) 
and you'll be radiating sunshine like a Mal- 
ibu beach. 

Before they opened a second store, 
there was-always a wait at Anna’s 
Taqueria, one of our south-of the- 
Charles winners. No doubt the low prices; 
humongous burritos, and distinctive flavor 
of the beans are what draw folks in Brook- 
line to this popular eatery. Scooped out of 
massive tins and spread along freshly 
warmed flour tortillas in front of your eyes, 
the beans are subtly and enigmatically 
spiced, which makes all the difference to 
burrito lovers. Folks are just as rabidly 
loyal to the Big Burritec/Burrito Max 
chain, which tied with Anna’s in our 
polling. These stores serve up less-distinc- 
tive bean burritos (perhaps to suit the 
Scoville Unit—sensitive palate of the aver- 
age New Englander) but excel with the 
grilled steak, barbecued chicken or pork, 
and West Coast-style grilled fish versions 
of the ever-versatile treat. Yellow rice, let- 
tuce, tomatoes, salsa, and sour cream top 
these tasty monsters. 

Purple Cactus Burrito Bar, 2263 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge, (617) 354-5200; Purple 
Cactus Café, 312 Shawmut Avenue, 
Boston, (617) 338-5675; Anna’s Taqueria, 
446 Harvard Street, Brookline, (617) 
277-7111; 1412 Beacon Street, Brookline, 
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(617) 739-7300; Big Burrito, 160 Brighton 
Avenue, Boston, (617) 562-0440; Burrito 
Max, 642 Beacon Street, Boston, (617) 
266-8088. 


Best barbecue 


The Vilage Smokehouse, in Brook- 
line, is the kind of barbecue joint where 
guys and gals in Dockers and T-shirts 
come to drink Budweiser and rip hunks of 
saucy meat from big cow bones without 
feeling self-conscious about baring their 
teeth. Definitely not the place for a vege- 
tarian, the smokehouse cooks its beef ribs, 
boneless pork chops, half-chickens, and 
steaks (which are large enough to feed the 
entire cast of Rawhide) on an open grill 
amid the country-home décor. The barbe- 
cue sauce is distinctive but authentic-tast- 
ing, which is probably due mostly to the 
fact that the proprietor learned his trade 
from a famous Texas barbecue king. They 





FOODFARE FOR THE COMMON MAN: cheap eats abound at Cambridge Common. 


RED, RED MEAT: people get their fill of barbecued beef, pork, and sausage at Redbones. 


have pretty good cole slaw, too. . . but 
who really cares? 

On the north side of the river, 
Redbones cooks up succulent pulled 
pork and barbecued beef brisket, slathered 
in tangy sauce, for an appreciative clientele 
in Davis Square. They'll fix pork ribs 
Memphis-style or Arkansas-style, or beef 
ribs Texas-style, and pile up a side of beans 
and slaw to go along. If you’re in the mood 
for a sandwich, go ahead and order one — 
just be aware that you probably won’t be 
able to pick it up with only two hands. 
Grilled sausage is a popular candidate for 
the toasted roll, and the variety (herb, 
jalapeno, rosemary) is subject to change on 
a daily basis. For those who enjoy the lively 
din of the place (or the microbrews on tap 
in the downstairs bar) but who simply 
can’t down a pile of red meat, there are 
fried catfish fingers, grilled chicken, and 
fish specials of the day. One thoroughly 
Southern specialty is the Cajun dirty rice, a 
blend of chicken livers, ground pork, and 
spices that'll leave you speechless (um, and 
reaching for a glass of water). 

Village Smokehouse, 6—9 Harvard 
Street, Brookline, (617) 566-3782; 
Redbones, 55 Chester Street, Somerville, 
(617) 628-2200. 
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Best bakery 


If you have a weakness for baked goods 
and Au Bon Pain just isn’t doing it for you, 
head over to Mike’s Pastry in the North 
End and plant your face in one of their 
nonpareil Boston cream pies, which tend to 
be a little spongier than average. Here you 
can indulge yourself with a fat cannoli or a 
butter cookie, grab a fresh slice of pizza, or 
share a caloric minefield of a ricotta pie 
with friends while you sip a cappuccino at 
one of the tables in this roomy Italian bak- 
ery. Not to be outdone for riches, either 


baked or monetary, Rosie’s Bakery and 
Dessert Shop has become so popular 
that one of the co-owners, Judy Rosenberg, 
has published two cookbooks detailing the 
art of making cookies and baked goods 
packed with cream, jam, butter, sugar, and 
other weighty ingredients. For those hold- 
ing copies and fortunate enough to live 
near the flagship store just off Inman 
Square in Cambridge, you can sample the 
results before giving the oven a try your- 
self. At each of these sweet-smelling 
palaces of fat and dough, you can have 
your cake and .. . oh, never mind. 

Mike’s Pastry, Inc., 300 Hanover Street, 
Boston, (617) 742-3050; Rosie’s Bakery 
and Dessert Shop, 243 Hampshire Street, 
Cambridge, (617) 354-1843. 
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Best ice-cream 
parlor 


Boston is both odd and discerning when it 

comes to food. How else does one explain 

the fact that this cold New England city 

has an astonishing concentration of small 

ice-cream stores that make the stuff in a 

way that approximates craft brewing? Even 

more mind-boggling is that these shops 

aren’t popular only in July but also in the 

heart of blizzard season, when bringing a 

scoop outdoors could very well freeze it 

past an edible state. Part of the reason may 

be that our ice champions, as it were, 

develop seasonal recipes just as restaurants 

do. J.P. Licks, the Jamaica Plain empori- 

um that just bested the Newbury Street 

Herrell’s for south-side supremacy, 

churns out cider sorbet, carrot cake, and 

caramel-apple flavors in the autumn; in the re 

warmer monts, Cherry Garciaparra com- F 

bines two summertime favorites. 

Toscanini’s, the top cone north of the 

Charles, might as well be a restaurant, as 

its flavor assortment reads like the reper- 

toire of a three-star pastry chef. There are 

more than a dozen kinds of chocolate 

(Mexican, Belgian, malted), a section for 

Indian flavors (cardamom, saffron khulfee, 

honey lavender), a cabinet’s worth of spice 

and liquor concoctions (Guinness stout, 

Armagnac), and gelati for good measure 

(mango habanero, burnt caramel). And 

they say Italians make the best ice cream. 
J.P Licks, 674 Centre Street, Jamaica 

Plain, (617) 524-6740; 352 Newbury 

Street, Boston, (617) 236-1666; 311-A 

Harvard Street, Brookline, (617) 

738-8252; Herrell’s Ice Cream, 224 

Newbury Street, Boston, (617) 236-0857, 

and other locations; Toscanini’s, 899 Main 

Street, Cambridge, (617) 491-5877. 


mresie ys 


Best supermarket 


Judging from the number of votes we 
received for the winner in this category, it 
is a bit puzzling that the Star Market 
chain hasn’t yet become a world-marke- 
teering, culturally imperialistic titan like 
Microsoft. But hey, they’re trying. If you 
haven’t yet visited the gargantuan new 
high-rise store in Central Square, drive 
over, take advantage of the courtesy park- 
ing in the three-floor garage, and prepare 
yourself for a spectacle that you haven’t 
experienced since your first trip to Disney 
World. With aisles as long as a 747, entire 
sections devoted to things like tofu dogs, a 
full juice bar, exotic plants and flowers, a 
salad bar that could be entered into the 
Guinness Book of World Records, and just 
about everything you could imagine need- 
ing around the house, it’s the hard-core 
shopper’s supermarket. Only a few miles 
away in Porter Square lies its ailing sibling, ) 
a ramshackle affair where everything seems : 
to be falling apart (plastic sheets are hang- ) 
ing everywhere), the infrastructure is a tad 
dysfunctional (perpetually stalled conveyor 
belts), and the layout is downright confus- 
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GASTRONOMICALLY CORRECT Bread & Circus sells a good conscience. 


ing. Clearly, these stores are as diverse as 
the people who shop at them. 

More a bargain-hunter’s paradise than 
a basic-needs grocery store, Trader 
Joe’s offers a cornucopia of low-cost 
snacks, meals, wines, and beers, and a 
maddening exit route for those unlucky 
enough to avail themselves of a shopping 
cart. Founded from an aggregate of Pronto 
markets in Los Angeles in 1967, Trader 
Joe’s has always made it its mission to 
offer specialty items, such as low-fat ver- 
sions of favorite munchies, at prices that 
beat the competition. And they’ve done a 
remarkable job, especially considering that 
you couldn’t really live on most of the 
foodstuffs available here unless you were 
committed to a diet of all-natural frozen 
dinners, baked goods, cheese, and fat-free 
snacks. But this is the kind of place where 
you'll find convenience-food delicacies 
such as bouillabaisse, meatless mushroom 
burgers, Smart Dogs, baked tortilla chips, 
fat-free vegetarian pizza with broccoli, and 
cappuccino-chocolate-chunk cookies. And 
really, aren’t they to die for? 

Star Market, located wherever you live, 
with main offices at 625 Mt. Auburn Street, 
Cambridge, (617) 528-2550; Trader Joe’s, 
1309 Beacon Street, Brookline, (617) 
278-9997; 727 Memorial Drive, 
Cambridge, (617) 491-8582. 


Best natural-food 
store 


If you’re the kind of person who considers 
the body a temple and who has some fairly 
strong ideas about international environ- 
mental policy, then you probably already 
know quite a bit about the Bread & 
Circus natural-food stores that proliferate 
in Greater Boston. Politically correct and 
almost pathologically hygienic, these stores 
attract a loyal following of upper-income 
do-gooders with a hankering for making the 
world (or at least their own temples) a bet- 
ter place. The fresh-produce selection rivals 
those of Haymarket and Star Market com- 
bined, allowing the shiny happy people who 
shop here to choose between organic and 
conventional versions of their favorite fruits 
and vegetables before browsing through an 
elaborate array of foreign cheeses and fresh- 
ly baked breads and stocking up on high- 
end, all-natural vitamins and herbal supple- 
ments. Even the generic brands in this 
omnibus grocery are topnotch: the 365 
Whole Foods Market imprint, which covers 
everything from tofu and pasta to cereal and 
olive oil, is often one-half to one-third less 
expensive than regular brands, and just as 
tasty. Don’t forget to stop off in the ultra- 
swanky wine section on your way out; a lit- 
tle glass of vino never killed a dolphin or 
depleted the topsoil. 

At the Harvest Co-operative 
Supermarket, another favorite for high- 


maintenance whole-foods shoppers, you 
can pack your cart with bulk items like 
grains, pasta, flour, granola, spices, 
legumes, and delicious all-natural cashew 
or peanut butter. A wide assortment of vit- 
amins, essential oils, environmentally safe 
home products and toiletries, and cook- 
books are here, too. Oftentimes a masseur 
is on hand (so to speak) to give your back 
that much-needed, tension-easing profes- 
sional rub. Patronized largely by aging hip- 
pies, hemp-attired Phishheads, and earnest 
neophytes of mind-body-spirit teachings, 
the co-op offers its members a pretty sweet 
deal: for nine hours of work per month 
(stocking, taking inventory), you get a 

20 percent discount on anything sold in 
the store. Family memberships (yes — you 
define what a family is) bring even bigger 
savings for a few more total hours. The 
organic produce is beautiful, and the deli is 
adept at making delectable health-food 
sandwiches, as well as prepared foods such 
as samosas and curried tofu rice. They’ve 
had to struggle against the growing power 
of the B&C chain, but the spirit of com- 
munity is alive and well in this bustling 
market. C’mon people now, smile on your 
brother . . . 

Bread & Circus, 15 Washington Street, 
Brookline, (617) 738-8187; 115 Prospect 
Street, Cambridge, (617) 492-0070; 186 
Alewife Brook Parkway, Cambridge, (617) 
491-0040; 15 Westland Avenue, Boston, 
(617) 375-1010; call 332-2400 for other 
locations; Harvest Co-operative 
Supermarket, 581 Mass Ave, Cambridge, 
(617) 661-1580. 


Best wine/liquor 
store 


Liquor stores are notoriously nondescript 
and often ugly places. What most people 
want from their local package store is a 
wide variety of goods — booze, in other 
words. That’s why Blanchard Liquors 
is high on the list of so many seekers of 
alcohol; whether you partake of the vine or 
the grain, this blockbuster has the selection 
to match your thirst. Gigantic bargain- 
wine sections feature some fine-tasting 
plonk for less than $10, but plenty of 
upscale wines are also available, from 
gewirztraminers and rieslings to Bor- 
deaux, Riojas, and Napa Valley varietals. 
They can even sell you a keg, rent you a 
tap, and provide you with plenty of snacks 
and party accessories to ensure that your 
guests aren’t dry. Well, at least that they’re 
not dry from lack of drink. 

Entertaining a single-malt snob later in 
the evening? Kappy’s Liquors, in Med- 
ford, is worth the trip. About the size of a 
Super Stop & Shop, this insanely huge 
liquor store happens to have more than 100 
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Scotches on hand. Choose from Bushmills, 
Lagavulin, Oban, and a host of other high- 
end brands. Beer is almost absurdly plentiful; 
purchase import and domestic brands by the 
case or the six-pack, or, if you’re renting 
Barfly some evening and you’re all alone 
with your typewriter, pick up a 40-ounce 
Colt and a nip of Jack Daniel’s and do your 
best imitation of Rourke-as-Bukowski. 
Mixed-drink fans should take note: there’s a 
prodigious stock of liquor, mixers, and club 
sodas on hand for customizing that favorite 
highball. Not glamorous by any means, 
Blanchard’s and Kappy’s run efficient outfits 
nonetheless, offering their customers the rar- 
efied knowledge of the sommelier without 
losing the rugged, downtown feel of a late- 
night liquor store. 

Blanchard Liquors, 186 Harvard 
Avenue, Brighton, (617) 782-5588; 
Kappy’s Liquors, 10 Revere Beach Parkway, 
Medford, (781) 395-8888. 


Best coffeehouse/ 
tea shop 


Over the past few centuries, coffee shops 
have become public meeting places par 
excellence, accommodating tea drinkers 
and caffeinated chatterers — sometimes 
for hours — as they debate philosophical 
issues, conduct business, cautiously plot to 
overthrow governments, or simply indulge 
in the requisite leisure activities of smok- 
ing, listening to music, and snacking. At 
the Someday Café, whose back end is 
sort of a cross between a college-dorm liv- 
ing room and a Salvation Army showroom, 


even the name of the place captures this 
laissez-faire attitude. Come here, forget 
about the time or what day it is, lounge 
around on a comfy sofa or armchair, and 
sink your teeth into that Tolstoy novel 
you ve been meaning to get to ever since 

. who knows when? 

Harried state-government employees 
and lawmakers in search of a caffeine fix 
can find what they’re looking for at 
Curious Liquids, a coffechouse/tea 
shop that handles the hustle and bustle of 
Beacon Hill with charm and cool reserve. 
Upstairs is an old-fashioned espresso 
machine where the barista will fill your 
cup with a beautifully foamed cappuccino 
and mercifully place it into your shaking 
hands once you’ve handed over a 
pocket of change to the cashier, of 
course. If you have time, take a seat in 
front of one of the big, sunny windows 
that look out onto Boston Common or 
across to the State House steps abuzz 
with reporters, TV cameras, and stiff-suit- 
ed politicians. Downstairs is the equiva- 
lent of a Victorian salon: a quiet, subter- 
ranean enclave lined with books (for read- 
ing, not taking). A perfect hideaway for 
volish types needing a place to sit, write, 
or space out. 

Someday Café, 51 Davis Square, 
Somerville, (617) 623-3323; Curious 
Liquids, 22-B Beacon Street (corner of Park 
Street), Boston, (617) 720-2836. 


Best juice har 


Mirror, mirror, on the wall, who’s the 
juiciest of them all? Well, that depends. 
Pulp is a straight-ahead juice bar that 
deals exclusively with the liquescent 
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TIME IS ON YOUR SIDE: forget the hour, and even what day it is, at the Someday Café. 





process of transforming fruits, vegetables, 
and herbs into delicious and super-healthy 
concoctions for folks living or working in 
the vicinity of Jamaica Plain. Energy 
drinks, smoothies, and fresh juices are only 
a few minutes’ blending time away from 
revitalizing your flaccid and vitamin-defi- 
cient bones; down one of their mega-ener- 
gizing carrot juices and you'll feel ready to 
lift cars over your head and pull locomotive 
engines with your teeth, just like Jack 
LaLanne. Smoothies — in this case, fruit 
juice—based drinks made with crushed ice 
and other sweet ingredients, such as sorbet 


— are the specialty at Jera’s Juice. Just 
as succulent and a bit more appetizing for 
people who actually like to chew and swal- 
low are the wraps sandwiches and fresh- 
daily soups (like acorn squash with sweet 
potato) that you can order to go along with 
your fruit shake. Want to add a shot of 
wheatgrass? No problem. And chai? Yup. 
They have that, too. 

Pulp, 663 Centre Street, Jamaica Plain, 
(617) 524-4812; Jera’s Juice, 350 
Longwood Avenue, Brookline, (617) 
232-4091; 278 Harvard Avenue, Brookline, 
(617) 566-9700. La 
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Boston Billiard Club 
126 Brookline Avenue Boston, MA 
(617) 536-POOL 
www.bostonbilliardclub.com 
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